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News, page 3

Burmese Monks
Recall Protest

Four Burmese monks who
participated in the 2007 Saffron
Revolution, an anti-government
protest aimed to defend human
rights and civil liberties, addressed
Columbia students on Tuesday.

A&E, page 7

The Trojan War for
The Modern Audience

The Woman, currently
showing as part of the
Columbia Stages series,
provides a fresh perspective
on Ancient Greek themes
from war to the difficulty of
change.

A&E, page 7

The Kind of Gift You
Never Hoped to Get

Regift, an exhibit at the Swiss
Institute curated by Barnard
professor John Miller, takes
the concept of unwanted
gifts to a new—and
sometimes grotesque—Ievel.

Sports, page 8

Baseball Travels
Coast to Coast

The Columbia baseball
team heads to California
for 10 straight days of ball,
opening under the lights
at UC Riverside on Friday
night.

Sports, page 8

Fencing Readies for
NCAA Championships

After a strong showing at
the Northeast Regionals last
weekend, the Light Blue will
send 11 fencers to compete
in the nationals a week from
Thursday at Penn State.

ColumbiaSpectator.com

Episcopal Church
Bishop Speaks

The Most Reverend
Katharine Jefferts
Schori, the first woman
ever elected to her post,
addressed students on
campus Monday night.

Joey Shemuel / Senior Staff Photographer
CONGRATULATIONS | Maggie Gyllenhaal, CC ’99, thanks University President Lee Bollinger after
accepting an award for “distinguished professional achievement” at the John Jay Awards Dinner.

Scholars Present Awards to CC
Alumni at John Jay Dinner

BY JOY RESMOVITS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A 17-year-old first year once snuck into
Columbia College Dean Austin Quigley’s
senior seminar.

On Tuesday evening over 10 years later,
that student, actress Maggie Gyllenhaal,
CC ’99, returned to her alma mater to
join four other alumni in receiving the
John Jay Award for “distinguished profes-
sional achievement.” Gyllenhaal described
Quigley as “one of those professors that
just blew my mind and my heart open,”
and Quigley, in turn, said he was surprised
that Gyllenhaal’s “career survived taking a
course from me.”

At the Awards Dinner, Columbia pride
flowed as freely as the wine. Donors, alumni,
and administrators rubbed elbows with ce-
lebrities at the ritzy event in Low rotunda as
the honorees gathered to praise Alma Mater.
The 2009 award-winners included Gyllenhaal,
NAACP president Benjamin Jealous, CC 94,
medical researcher Paul Maddon, CC 81,
Thomas Francis Marano, CC 83, and sculptor
Gregory Wyatt, CC’71. The evening’s speeches
focused largely on transition and leadership in
the administration of the first U.S. president
to graduate from the College.

The annual dinner, which in prior years
was held in other city venues, benefited the
John Jay National Scholarship Program
and raised between six and seven hundred
thousand dollars.

After cocktail hour and appetizers, Quigley
told the room that applications to the College
are up 11 percent this year, “so don’t believe
all that bad news you read.”

Quigley noted that, as frequently occurs
during economic downturn, many are ques-

SEAS Seniors Draft Own SIPA Design

tioning the value of a liberal arts education.
But he said that the humanities remain es-
sential because they teach how to “think
outside the box”—a trait Quigley said was
exemplified by the honorees.

University President Lee Bollinger, decked
out in a tuxedo with a blue bow tie, took
to the podium to elaborate on the theme of
transitions, particularly that of Quigley’s
stepping down as dean. To a room full of
College alumni, Bollinger praised Quigley
and Vice President for Arts and Sciences
Nicholas Dirks for working to integrate the
College into the framework of the University.
“For many years, many decades, it has been
the effort of the University, of the College,
to ... accept the College as the core of the
University,” adding that the University’s
prime responsibility is “to the youngest
amongst us.”

In an interview during the event, Provost
Alan Brinkley explained that Columbia’s
legacy as one of the first modern American
universities has led to “tensions between the
College and the University.”

During the ceremony, awardees were in-
troduced by John Jay scholars, before they
spoke and received their plaques.

Gyllenhaal, known for her roles in Stranger
Than Fiction and Batman, kicked off the
speeches. “I've been trying to think about
what it really means to learn something,”
she said. “I was raised to feel like I had to
be amazing all the time... It’s not the way
to learn anything.” She said she realized
that learning requires a “living, breathing
experience,” as exemplified by her Columbia
education, which taught her to “acknowledge
that I really know nothing.”

SEE JOHN JAY, page 3

Holder Selected as
Class Day Speaker

Holder, CC 73, Law 76, Praised
For His Service as CU Trustee

BY JOY RESMOVITS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Eric Holder, U.S. Attorney
General, CC ’73, Law 76, and a
Columbia University trustee, will
be Columbia College’s 2009 Class
Day Speaker, the senior class council
announced on Low Library steps
Tuesday afternoon. Holder—the
first black man to head the Justice
Department—will address graduating
seniors on May 19 on South Lawn.

“We're elated to have the first
African-American attorney general
of the United States,” said Mark
Johnson, senior council president
and CC ’09.

Holder is the second Columbia
alumnus in a row to become attor-
ney general, succeeding Michael
Mukasey, CC’63. An active member
of the Morningside Heights com-
munity during his time as a student,
Holder volunteered at a Harlem
youth center and joined Concerned
Black Men, an organization of male
mentors for teens.

Holder has maintained ties
to Columbia as a member of the
University’s Board of Trustees.
Administrators have commended
his commitment to the board.

“He’s been a very good trustee—at-
tending meetings, listening, comment-
ing, adding important points to the
conversation,” University President
Lee Bollinger said in a phone inter-
view in November 2008.

Courtesy of Columbia University

ERICHOLDER, CC'73

“Eric Holder has been a loyal and
active alumnus of both our College
and Law School whose impressive
career exemplifies the civic values
and commitment to public service
that we hope to nurture in our stu-
dents across all professional fields
and academic disciplines,” Bollinger
said in a press release on Tuesday.

“Eric Holder has stayed closely
connected to the College and to
his classmates while building an
outstanding career serving the pub-
lic good,” Columbia College Dean
Austin Quigley said in the release.

In addition to serving as deputy at-
torney general in the Clinton adminis-
tration, Holder has been U.S. attorney

SEE CLASS DAY, page 3
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CLASS DAY SPEAKER | 'The announcement of Eric Holder, CC ’73, as Class Day

speaker was sparsely attended, owing to midterms and blustery weather.

BY CLAIRE STERN
Spectator Staff Writer

As the School of International
and Public Affairs awaits a
move to Manhattanville, School

BY KATHERINE MEDUSKI
Spectator Staff Writer

Housing Amendment
Would Allow Ownership

we meet the Mayor’s goal to
house 500,000 New Yorkers
by 2014.”

of Engineering and Applied
Science seniors are lending
hands in the design.

This spring, second-semester
civil engineering majors have
forsaken a senior slump for the
chance to craft their vision for
the 250,000 square-foot build-
ing intended to house SIPA
at the corner of 130th Street
and 12th Avenue as part of
Columbia’s expansion.

“I’s an interesting experience to
have that ability to interact [with
companies],” said Peter Valeiras,
SEAS ’09, and Engineering
Student Council president.

For the second year in a row,
Capstone Design Project in-
structor Christian Meyer gave
his senior civil engineering stu-
dents an assignment to design
one of the buildings planned for
Manhattanville. The students
voted on the SIPA building.

“This is a realistic build-
ing where a lot of design pro-
fessionals are involved,” said
Meyer, who is also chair of
the Department of Civil
Engineering and Engineering
Mechanics. “Different engineers
are concerned with different
aspects of the building, and
we are trying to simulate [the
design] in our class.”

Throughout the design pro-
cess, SEAS students work with
contractors and access draft

plans for the building. Though
the University has hired profes-
sional designers, Columbia may
incorporate elements of SEAS
students’ designs.

“In a way we are free labor
because if we come up with a
good idea, they’ll use it,” said
Valeiras. “And we don’t get credit
or anything.”

Valeiras added that the lack of
attribution is more than compen-
sated for with access to potential
employers. SEAS students meet
with architects, structural engi-
neering firms, and geotechnical
firms, among others.

Meyer noted that, “In real
life you have dozens of design
professionals spending full-time
for months and months to design

Graphic by Jin Chen

the building,” whereas in his
classroom, “there’s no way that
students can do something even
close to that, spending just four
credit points worth of work on
the project.”

The project also gives stu-
dents the opportunity to learn
things they will need to com-
pete in a tight job market.
“It’s a good opportunity to do
something on our own, but still
have the resources to help us
if we need them,” said Allison
Magnano, CC 09, and presi-
dent of the Columbia chapter
of the American Society of
Civil Engineers. “Regardless
of whether what we do is used
or not.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Fluctuations in the New York
housing market may have some
renters worried about losing their
city-subsidized homes. But pro-
posed changes in affordable housing
law may soon give them hope.

An amendment proposed in
February would allow participants
in the city’s Inclusionary Housing
Program to purchase the units they
live in, making affordable home
ownership an option for many
for the first time. Currently, the
IHP—a New York City program
established in 1987 to provide af-
fordable housing to the city’s high-
est-density districts—applies only
to rental units. Allowing low- and
middle- income families to own
their homes could provide them
with more stability in the face of
a volatile real estate market. But
the amendment is meeting mixed
reviews across the city, as some
housing experts question the mo-
tivation behind the proposal.

“Home ownership is an im-
portant stabilizing force in a
community,” New York City
Planning Commissioner Amanda
M. Burden said in a February
press release announcing the
amendment. “Not only will these
changes provide a significant
route to stable, affordable home
ownership at a critical time but
it will encourage broader par-
ticipation in the Inclusionary
Housing Program, assuring that

The proposed expansion of the
IHP to allow ownership was long
in the making, “largely dictated
by the complexities involved in
designing a program that could
ensure permanent affordability
of the units created,” said Seth
Donlin, a spokesman for the
City Department of Housing
Preservation and Development.
To ensure that city-subsidized
units remain affordable despite
increases in property value, the
city would limit the price at
which owners of ITHP properties
could sell their homes.

Yet some housing experts
believe that this and other pro-
visions in the amendment are
restrictive, imposing excess regu-
lation. “I prefer the program the
way it is. There are other ways to
finance home ownership,” said
Carol Lamberg, executive direc-
tor of the Settlement Housing
Fund—an organization focused
on creating and maintaining
economically and ethnically
diverse affordable housing.

She added, “Monitoring home
ownership re-sales will be oner-
ous. I like the larger existing
benefit that encourages new con-
struction of debt-free rental hous-
ing.” The IHP already provides
incentives for developers to create
affordable housing—such as tax

SEE HOUSING, page 3
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Mathematical Recreations
The Italian Academy will host

lectures by Nobel laureates John Nash
and Daniel Kahneman, as well as
celebrated CU Physicist Brian Greene.

RSVP 212-879-4242, ext. 364.

Casa Italiana, 9 a.m.

Marxism Lecture

The Heyman Center for the
Humanities will co-sponsor a panel
discussion titled “Is Marxism

Relevant Today?” Early
arrival is encouraged.

Davis Auditorium

Shapiro Center, 6:15 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Don’t believe all that
bad news you read.”

—CC Dean Austin Quigley

GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION

Columbia Spectator

2875 Broadway, 3rd Floor

New York City, NY 10025
info@columbiaspectator.com
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555
Editorial Fax (212) 854-9611
Business (212) 854-9550
Business Fax (212) 854-9553

For more information about the Columbia Daily
Spectator and editorial policies, visit http:/fwww.colum-
biaspectator.com/about. For more information about
advertising visit http:/fspc.columbiaspectator.coml.

HOW TO REACH US

Have a question? Criticism? News tip?

You can contact us directly by emailing
info@columbiaspectator.com.

CORRECTIONS

The Spectator is committed to fair and accurate
reporting. If you know of an error please inform

us at copy@columbiaspectator.com.

For general comments or questions
about the newspaper, please write to the
editor in chief and managing editor at
editor@columbiaspectator.com.

Burmese Monks Depict Plight, Protest

BY MADINA TOURE
Spectator Staff Writer

In 2007, agroup of Burmese monks
led the Saffron Revolution, a series of
anti-government protests in response to
military oppression. On Tuesday evening,
four rally participants addressed students
in Earl Hall about the plight of Burmese
citizens—from human rights abuses to
alack of freedom of speech to the dearth
of international awareness.

The monks—U Pyinnyar Zawta,
U Gawsita, U Pyinnyar Thir, and U
Agga—are partofan organization called
the All Burma Monks’ Alliance, which
supports Buddhist monks who helped
lead the Saffron Revolution. The organiza-
tion also supports political prisonersand
activists still in hiding in Burma.

The monks emphasized that the
goal of their protest was to peacefully
oppose the Burmese military’s unfair
treatment of citizens and express the
need to improve civil conditions. U
Agga said his intentions are “to rep-
resent these people of Burma who
are suffering significantly.”

“They beat monks without rea-
son ... we didn’t commit any crime,”
U Pyinnyar Zawta said.

U Pyinnyar Thiri witnessed the
beating of monks by the military jun-
ta—which calls itself the State Peace
and Development Council—and fled
to Thailand, eventually escaping and
makingit to the United States. U Gawsita
metwith former President George Bush
to testify about his beating. U Agga ar-
rived in the U.S. at the end of January,
partaking in the 2007 protest and flee-
ing to Thailand after his monastery was
raided by the police. After surviving
imprisonment by the SPDC for 9 years
and anassassination attempt by the gov-
ernment, U Pyinnyar Zawta made it to
the U.S. after the Revolution.

U Pyinnyar Thiri mentioned that
Buddhism places restrictions on monks,
preventing them from engaging with
citizens in a political manner. Yet he
explained, if “the government or regime
is not doing the right thing [like] not
protecting the citizens, as the monks,
they have to give the advice.”

The monksalso discussed the role of
theinternational community in the con-
flict, maintaining that the relationship be-
tween the military juntaand the Chinese
government prevents Burmese citizens
from getting the help they need.

Kabita Parajuli, CC ’10 and

organizer of the event, noted. “the
Burmese military is able to stay in power
through the Chinese government.”

The monks further addressed the
ousideworld sgeneral lack of awareness of
Burmas harsh conditions. “Theyare not
able to see the reality of how our people
live in the country,” U Agga said.

“All the help during and after
Saffron revolutions came through il-
legal [sources],” U Aggaadded. “They
don’t allow anybody to have contact
with people outside the country.”

When asked about the upcoming
2010 elections, U Pyinnyar Thiri said
they would not change civic condi-
tions, since the majority of government
officials must come from the military
or have some military experience.

"The monks will likely face time in
prison if they return to Burma. Yet
the lack of internet and telephone
lines make it difficult for them to
reach their families at home.

U Gawsita told students not to take
their American freedom for granted,
saying, “All I want to request from
all of you free students in the United
States is to do everything to protect
these human rights [you have].”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Dizzys Club (&

Live Jazz Nightly

STUDENTS: $5-%15

HMAR 10-1

DENNY ZEITLIN TRIO
W/BUSTER WILLIAMS &MATT WILSON

After Hours: Antonio Ciacca Quartet

MAR 12=15

PHIL WOODS QUINTET

Aafter Hours: Antonio Ciscca Guartet

MAR 16 SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL SPECIAL PRESENTATION
CATHERINE RUSSELL

MAR 17-22 SING INTO SPRING FESTIVAL

TIERNEY SUTTON

After Hours: Dmitry Baovsky w/leb Patton, David Wong & Joo Strasser

HMAR 23 UPSTARTS

MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF
MUSIC JAZZ ORCHESTRA

RESERVATIONS

212-258-9595/9795 www.jalc.org

Dinner served nightly.

Frederick P. Rose Hall, Home of Jazz

at Lincoln Canter

Broadway at §0th Street, Sth floor

ITHE CHAMBER MUSI(

SOCIETY Ol

LINCOLN (

Student Rush

ENTER

$10

Around Prokofiev

Tickets

- NEW Alice TU"Y Hall, Broadway at 65th

Sunday, March 8 at 5 PM
Prokofiev's Paris: 1923-36

Friday, March 13 at 7:30 PM
Prokofiev and Britten: 1941-42

Sunday, March 15 at 5 PM

Prokofiev and Shostakovich

Tuesday, March 17 at 7:30 PM
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Prokofiev and Mendelssohn

Additsonal Concerts in the

W5 W SRk, Bk FRiod

Schism: 1948-49

Tickets and Info: 212=-875=-5788 or
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Daniel and Joanna 5. Rose Studio

Thursday, March 5 at 7:30 PM
Evenings for Contemporary Music

Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 PM

www.ChamberMusicSociety.org

Holder Will Address Seniors in May

CLASS DAY from front page

for the District of Columbia, a
federal judge on the court bench
in Washington, and a Justice
Department prosecutor, where he
was known for his aggressive at-
tacks on corruption. Most recently,
he has been a partner at the DC
law firm Covington & Burling.
Holder’s Class Day speech will
come within days of Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton’s address at
Barnard’s commencement.
Students were pleased with
the announcement. “I’'m still a
little jealous of Barnard’s snatch-
ing of Hillary, but I think Holder
will stimulate the audience,”

Jessica Cohen, CC 09, said.

Still, Cohen said she was “ec-
static” about the choice. “He seems
to have especially strong ties to
Columbia,” she said. “T'd really like
to hear how his time at Columbia
has informed his career,” added
Cohen, who will attend Columbia
Law School next year, following
Holder’s academic path.

CC Class Day speakers must
be affiliated with the University.
Last semester, the CC ’09 class
representatives solicited nomi-
nations for 25 potential names,
and the class of 2009 was given
the opportunity to vote among
them. The top eight were pre-
sented to the committee, which
proceeded with the selection

process. Other popular picks

included author Paul Auster,
CC ’69, Maggie Gyllenhaal,
CC’99, Art Garfunkel, CC’65,
Washington Post editor Marcus
Brauchli, CC’83, and, of course,
his classmate, President Barack
Obama, CC ’83.

Joel Klein, CC 67 and chan-
cellor of the New York City
Department of Education,
spoke at Class Day last year.
Although his speech was gen-
erally well-received, many se-
niors were disappointed with
the choice—especially since
Klein’s boss, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, seemed to upstage
him by speaking at Barnard.

Joy Resmovits can be reached at joy.
resmovits @columbiaspectator.com.

Locals Wary of Housing Amendment

HOUSING from front page

exemptions and public financ-
ing—in exchange for increased
floor area in homes.

Many locals are skeptical of
the city’s motives. “The DCP
[Department of City Planning] has
never reflected an iota of interest in
real, true affordability for people
with low income in this city,” said
Nellie Bailey, executive director

Honorees Remember

JOHN JAY from front page

Jealous, on the other hand,
recalled a different academic
life. As a student, Jealous was
known as a community orga-
nizer and campus activist who
worked to save full-need finan-
cial aid. After fighting with the
University over environmental
justice, Jealous was suspended,
and returned in 1997 to com-
plete his degree. After receiving
a Rhodes scholarship and com-
mitting years to advocacy, he
became NAACP president. In
his acceptance speech, Jealous
mentioned a recent visit to the
office of U.S. Attorney General
Eric Holder, CC ‘73, Law ‘76,
where he saw photographs of
Holder and President Barack

of the Harlem Tenants Council.
Bailey worries that some provisions
in the amendment would benefit
developers rather than residents.
She said that the amendment
would price purchasable units “far
out of reach with respect to the
people who are actually targeted
in this amendment.”

Despite these concerns, city
officials are confident that the
amendment would have beneficial

Obama, CC ‘83. “We have a lot
to be proud of in this country
right now,” Jealous said. “We
have a lot to be proud of in this
college right now.”

Next, Maddon—a trust-
ee who earned his M.D. and
molecular biophysics Ph.D.
at Columbia—said “my col-
lege career is still unfolding 30
years later.” Maddon has made
important discoveries regarding
the molecular biology of HIV/
AIDS, and said “my first steps
as a researcher were in the labs
here.” He thanked his mentor,
Richard Axel, CC 67, who was
also in attendance.

Marano, chief officer of
Residential Capital—the
mortgage subsidiary of GMAC
LLC—was the next recipient.

effects. “As a program it will
incentivize developers to build
affordable homeownership units
in a way previously unseen,”
Donlin said.

Community boards and
borough presidents are now
reviewing the proposed amend-
ment, preparing to take their
comments and concerns to an
April DCP hearing.

news@columbiaspectator.com

CC Days

Marano worked at Bear Stearns
for over 25 years. In his speech,
he recalled his bond with advisor
Roger Lehecka, who once served
as Columbia College dean.
Finally, Quigley introduced
Wyatt, saying the sculptor’s in-
novations in cast bronze pro-
duced a “character of arrested
motion” and “a variety of stories
intertwined.” In 2004, Wyatt
contributed the Scholars’ Lion,
now displayed outside of Dodge,
in honor of Columbia’s 250th an-
niversary. Wyatt said that Core
books have inspired his works.
The evening ended with a
performance of Sans Souci by
the Clefhangers.
Joy Resmovits can be
reached at joy.resmovits@
columbiaspectator.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates

serving Morningside Heights, Upper West Side, and West Harlem

Uchenna Acholonu, Jr, MD

Ba: Columbea University

ML SUNY Upstate Medical Univarsity
DbGyn Residency: St. Luke’s and Roosavelt Hospitals
apecial Training: Minimally-Invasive Gynecologic Surgery

& Habla Espaiiol

Louise Chuu, MD
MEx SLUNY Health Science Canter at Brooklyn
DOb/Gyn Residancy: 5t Luke’s and Roosevelt Hospitals
Board Cortihed in Obstetncs and Gynecology
Flugnt in Mandarin Chinesa

Debaorah B. Schwartz, MD, FACOG

MD: Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Ob/Gyn Residency: Long sland Jewish Medical Center
Board Certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology

10 years practice expenience
=& Habla Espafiol

¢
£

A

¢ (eneral primary and preventive haalth care for women;
* Prenatal care and all pbstetrical services, including labor and delvery;
* Birth control, complate gymecologic exams, and testing:
¢ HFY testing and vaccing o help pravent cenvical cancer;
¢ Medical and surgical care for gynecologic problems,
including fibroids, abnormal bleeding. and premenstrual syndrome (PMS].

OB/GYN Associates
1090 Amsterdam Avenue, Suite 3A, New York, NY, 10025

www.nywomenshealth.com/3A

Call 1212] 636-1130
Most insurance plans are accepted
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Staff Editorial

SEAS Just Wants
To Have Fun

ndergraduates are strug-

gling through midterms

this week, but many
Columbia College, Barnard
College, and General Studies
students know they will be able
to utilize their schools’ pass/
D/fail options if a particular
course grade begins to flounder.
In the School of Engineering
and Applied Science, few stu-
dents and administrators are
aware the similar policy at their
school. Administrators and advis-
ers should more explicitly inform
students of the SEAS pass/D/fail
policy and encourage the use of
the option to explore fields outside
their major field of study.

The purpose of providing the
pass/D/fail policy is to encour-
age students to explore topics
that intrigue them and test their
abilities in unfamiliar territories,
without the pressure of main-
taining a high GPA. SEAS offers
this option for all classes thatare
not necessary for major or degree
requirements. When pass/D/fail
is applied to a course, the SEAS
student’s transcript only displays
a mark of “pass” or “fail,” and
only the “fail” will factor into
the student’s GPA. Instead of
using the pass/D/fail option,
engineers tend to rely on their
later drop date to avoid having
to display grades for classes that
go sour mid-semester. Because
of this lack of awareness rela-
tively few engineers use the
pass/D/fail option to take on
non-required classes.

Administrators and advisers
need to first make themselves
aware of the pass/D/fail policy
and subsequently better inform
students of the option. Although
engineering students often have
requirement-heavy course loads,
the pass/D/fail option provides
them with an opportunity to
both focus on their required
classes and explore outside aca-
demic interests. Because a class
registered as pass/D/fail does
not negatively affect a student’s
GPA as long as the student
passes the course, the policy
removes the primary deterrent
to taking more credits—the
anxiety over bad grades. In
addition, SEAS’s position as
a school closely linked with a
liberal arts college gives its stu-
dents a unique opportunity to
explore classes outside the scope
of engineering. Because students
pay a fixed tuition regardless of
the number of registered credits,
college is an opportune time to
seek out new passions.

Our college years present us
with the rare opportunity to
pursue new interests with little
repercussion for mediocrity.
All students, including those
in SEAS, should take advan-
tage of any available options
to step outside their academic
comfort zones. Engineering
students, too, have souls to
be satisfied and boundaries
to be broken—they must not
be deterred from academic

self-fulfillment.

DO YOU WANT TO VOICE

YOUR orinion?

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should be
between 700 and. 900 words and express an
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or
unfairly label groups or individuals. All writers
meet with an associate editor to edit their sub-
mission before publication. Submissions may be
sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

Inching Toward Alchemy

Ithough

materials

scientists and
atomic physicists
don’t devote much
time to the study of
nuclear transmuta-
tion—that is, at-
tempting to convert

ADRIAN base metals into
HAIMOVICH precious metals—
AND VEDANT  achieving another
MISRA objective of alchemy
NOVA is getting closer each

day. The products of
modern pharmacol-

ogy are what alchemists would have thought of
as magic potions, and indeed, with every paper
published on the synthesis of new drugs, the
structure of proteins, or gene expression, we
inch towards the goal of being able to cure yet
another disease or sickness. A relatively recent
breakthrough in molecular biology has cap-
tured the interest of the pharmaceutical indus-
try and researchers alike and promises to lead
pharmacology into the next several decades.

The breakthrough, which came only about
ten years ago, is RNA interference. RNAI,
as it’s called, is a system within living cells
that helps control which genes are active and
how active they are. “RNA” refers to a type of
molecule, similar in structure to DNA, that
facilitates various cellular processes including
the synthesis of proteins and the regulation of
gene expression. “Interference” refers to a func-
tion of this particular type of RNA, which is,
generally, to “interfere” with gene expression.

To understand why RNAI research is
so promising, a bit of historical context

is helpful. In the late 1980s, a group of
researchers led by molecular geneticist
Richard Jorgensen was working on trying
to alter pigmentation in petunias. Their
hypothesis was that if they were to add ad-
ditional copies of the gene responsible for
flower pigmentation, the resulting petu-
nias would have more intense color. What
they found instead was that the petunias
with the extra pigmentation genes had no
pigmentation. This was a strange result.
The researchers took a closer look at the
modified petunias and discovered that their
attempts at increasing the expression of the
pigment gene were counteracted by some-
thing else in the petunia cells. The question
was what that something else was.

The answer to this problem came out
of a decade of hard work on a completely
different organism—the nematode. As it
turned out, Jorgensen’s group had stumbled
upon a defense mechanism in living cells
that no one had yet discovered. When they
tried to over-express the gene for pigmenta-
tion, they had triggered the defense mecha-
nism, which, when it found proteins made
by the altered copies of the pigmentation
gene, destroyed every protein produced by
that gene. As a result, the petunias ended
up completely white. The defense mecha-
nism was interfering with gene expression,
and it was dubbed RNAI.

Researchers soon thought to use RNAi
to their benefit. The idea, roughly, was to
over-express undesirable genes in unhealthy
cells in order to trigger RNAI to get rid of
them. As it turns out, RNAI already plays
an important role in helping cells defend
against viruses, which spread by attaching

to healthy cells, depositing their own RNA,
and forcing the cell to make viral proteins.
RNAI can be made to attack viral RNA and
effectively “cure” the cell.

A number of Columbia University sci-
entists have done extensive research using
RNAI. Dr. Oliver Hobert at the department
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biophysics at
the Columbia University Medical Center uses
RNAI techniques in the nematode to identify
the genes that maintain the complicated and
highly specific nervous system network. Dr.
Brent Stockwell in the downtown campus’s
biology department researches the ability of
RNAI to change the ways cells respond to
cancerous signals and neurodegeneration. His
group’s screens are targeted at the identification
of specific genes that play a pivotal role in cel-
lular disease mechanisms.

RNALI is promising. In the words of Nobel
Laureate Phillip Sharp, “RNAi is the most
important and exciting breakthrough of
the last decade, perhaps multiple decades.”
Indeed, we have already seen incredible prog-
ress in the use of RNAI to cure disease—five
years ago, a Stanford-based study headed by
Anton McCaffrey found that the Hepatitis B
virus could be inhibited in mice using RNAi
and a year later, a team at the University of
Iowa published results that suggested that
RNAI could help fight Huntington’s disease.
RNAI is truly medical alchemy.

Adrian Haimovich is a junior in the school of
Engineering and Applied Science majoring in
applied mathematics. Vedant Misra is a Columbia
College senior majoring in physics and
mathematics. Nova runs alternate Wednesdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com

As I See It

COLD FEET

MATTHEW SHERMAN

The photographer is a List College first-year. He is a Spectator associate photo editor.
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Crisis, Class, and Inequality

he current

economic

crisis con-
tinues to gather
force. More than
a half-million jobs
were lost in each
of the last three
months, and recent

RUDI weeks have also
BATZELL witnessed escalat-
ing foreclosures on
HISTORY AND homes. Yet far too
POLITICS little discussion has

taken place about
trends of income inequality, and Democratic
rhetoric pointing to the Republican failure to
regulate does not penetrate the heart of our
market society’s problems. While the roots
of the current crisis are complex, the inability
of a middle-class family to sustain a middle-
class lifestyle without piling up credit card
debt and mortgages is a critical distributional
component of this economic crisis. We are
confronted with two facts: the failure of our
unfettered capitalist economy to provide
the good life promised by the apostles of the
gospel of Milton Friedman, and the shock-
ing irresponsibility of those who have reaped
the benefits of growth in productivity and
efficiency over the past 30 years.

We at Columbia have very little connec-
tion to the real world. Arriving from the
rural Midwest as a freshman, I was shocked
to find my fellow students describing
themselves as “middle class.” I discovered
that anyone whose parents were not CEOs
thought of themselves as middle class. To
me, these kids were all rich. For a while I
gained a bit of humor from finding out how
much my fellow students thought an average
middle class family earned. Answers typi-
cally ranged from $90,000 to $150,000 an-
nually. Median household income is actually
about $50,000, and 90 percent of house-
holds make less than $136,000 annually.
Attending Columbia on a full ride through
financial aid (there are a few of us out there),

I am still relatively privileged; my family’s
income is still above the median.

With all of our efforts towards “diversity”
at Columbia, we are still a privileged institu-
tion serving a wealthy clientele and training
cadres of the future elite. At the 146 most
selective schools, students from the bottom
income quartile compose a token three per-
cent of the student bodies. Despite lip-service,
few schools have done anything substantive
to address this issue. The one exception is
the brave initiative taken by president Tony
Marx at Ambherst to institute a far-reaching
class-based affirmative action program. Marx
has fought a long and difficult battle against
skepticism and opposition. It is remarkable
that elite institutions remain willing to lower
their academic criteria for legacy and athletic
admits but feel that making room for work-
ing-class students is an unworthy priority.

Perhaps things are changing. Who could
have imagined three years ago that Americans
would cry out for salary caps for CEOs?
Indeed the increase in CEO compensation
has been dramatic, one of the most widely
publicized features of increasing inequality in
American society. While the average white-
collar worker earned about $38,000 annually
in 1970 and $40,000 in 2000, in that time
frame, the average compensation for the top
CEO:s had increased from $1.5 million to $40
million annually. Blue-collar workers earn
less than they did in 1970. Universities are no
exceptions. At private and even public institu-
tions, university presidents demand salaries
comparable to CEOs, driving their pay-grade
well past six-figures. Our own Lee Bollinger
takes home a hefty $1.4 million, after taking a
halfmillion boost that may not look so expedi-
ent during a period of endowment contraction
and university-wide retrenchment.

With market-fundamentalism discred-
ited, and with growing inequality, from what
directions can we hope to find our intellectual
bearings? One of the most penetrating and
least known students of market societies was
Karl Polanyi. For Polanyi, society and the
market could only have an uneasy coexistence.

He recognized the immense creative power of
market institutions, but he also understood
their instability. The market had to be har-
nessed and restrained by society, according to
Polanyi, otherwise it would annihilate the very
social fabric of human life. Yet capitalist societ-
ies have persistently thrown up world-views
that insist that society should be run as an
adjunct of the market. Stability, predictability,
and basic protections are necessities of human
life, but not of markets. And thus we have the
capitalists crying for welfare, too, because they,
as Polanyi understood, “are too big to fail.”

If human beings were commodities like any
other, the models of the market fundamental-
ists might function within certain limits. The
problem, Polanyi understood, was that capital-
ism rested on the “fictitious” commodity of
labor: human beings (and their labor) could
not be sold, traded, exchanged, warehoused,
shipped and disposed of as other commodities
could. Human beings have moral worth, and
we share collective ethical responsibilities.

Exposing and fighting inequality must be
part of our response to the current crisis, and
giving organized labor more power is crucial
to breathing life into our democracy, curbing
inequality, and fighting the commodification
of human labor. With Walmart announc-
ing an increased dividend from bonanza
recession profits, now should be the time
to organize the big retailers. Passage of the
Employee Free Choice Act is valuable, and
the lines of conflict are already being drawn
with Warren Buffett’s recent denunciation of
this effort to give working people more digni-
ty and power on the job. Yet a commitment
beyond legislation is necessary. We must re-
member that we are not simply an economy
structured by market incentives—we are a
democratic society of human beings.

Rudi Barzell is a Columbia College senior majoring
in history and sociology. He is an editor for El
Participante, @ member of Lucha, and the editor
and chair of Columbia Undergraduate Journal
of History. History and Politics runs alternate
Wednesdays. opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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1024 Amsterdam geiw 110-111 sts)

STUDENT

TICKETS

Sign up at

carnegiehall.org/students.

Bankof America

>

Baanor §pamuar

CARNEGIE HALL

W 15 LLLLI

to this kind

Thousantds of college
students are addicted
of pot

su|do | ku

O Puzses by Pappocom

o Eadu

il in tha grid so Tai every row, sveny cokamn and
iy ) gl coninng P dgiE 1 Prgugs B Thst
mwsares tha nd fuamiber i repealnd i any iow, ColEmn

4 9/2] 6

1

3

Solutions o Previous lssue's Puzzie ? 5

64 7]2 5 9]8 31

2809|413|657 5 1 2
53 1|7 68]2 94

8 2511 7 413 B B 4 8

76 8|325|1438

314|l9 86l7 25 3

67 2|59 1|4 6 3

4 06lea7ls 2 7 9 8 5 1
15 3]s 4 2|0 7 8

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES
AlINY and US cities. Browse and post
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or
call 1 (877) 367-7368.

WALK TO CAMPUS
Spacious 2 BR apt. 3 blocks to Central
Pk, 1 block to Morningside Pk, and 8
minute walk to CU, Law School and
Business School. Close to B & C trains
and plenty of bus lines. Large BRs with
ample closet space. Pre-war ceiling
heights, hardwood floors throughout,
open floor plan. Kitchen with cherry
cabinets equipped with stainless steel
appliances. Mitsubishi Slimline wall-
mounted, remote controlled air-con-
ditioners in every room. Windowed bath.
Unfurn. Elev, video intercom, P/T at-
tended lobby. On-site free gym and
laundry facility. (917) 656-5753.

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
t01799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

INTERESTED IN TEACHING ESL and
Junior TOEFL to students ages 8-14?
Great cultural experience! Free air-
fare/accommodation in South Korea.
E-mail today! dwi60@yahoo.com

ACTIVISTS:

Become an intricate part of a leading
humanitarian relief organization. Work
for Grassroots Campaigns Inc on Save
the Children campaigns to help them
create positive and lasting change for
children in need worldwide! Earn $1400-
$2200/mo. FT/PT and career oppor-
tunities available. Great for students!
Call Jess: (212) 219-1502.

LOOKING FOR A LIFE-CHANGING
summer internship? Eager to work with
talented peers and high school stu-
dents? Want to stay on campus and
explore NYC while testing and devel-
oping your leadership skills? CU’s In-
ternship in Building Community can
make all that possible. For more info
go to www.ce.columbia.edu/ibc. Appli-
cation deadline is March 13, 2009.

MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGO™ MINDSTORMS™
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info
to: mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

P/T PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE avail:
86 St & Amsterdam Ave. Mon 8 am-5
pm; Thurs 1-5 pm; all day Friday and
weekends. Contact Phyllis Lowinger,
LCSW (212) 666-3400. E-mail phyl-
low @aol.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS?
St Luke’s Hospital (114 St & Amster-
dam). Overweight individuals, 18-65,
weekly individual or group counseling.
Low fee. (212) 523-4180 or stlukes.
weightloss@gmail.com

=

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

TYPIST EDITOR
Do you wish there were more time in
a day? | will type and/or edit any pa-
per for you at a reasonable rate. Just
call me at (917) 664-2132.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.

35% OFF SKIN CARE SERVICES
Facials and waxing for Columbia stu-
dents and faculty. DLK Day Spa. 168
W 86 St. www.Dlkdayspa.com. (212)
580-1622.

CLEANING
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.

RICH FORTUNOFF Book & Tax Prep
Svcs. Great fan of Columbia and great
price for Columbia. RFortunoff@richfor-
tunoff.com or (212) 678-1065.

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS * 4:00 pM-7:00 PM

£3 beer & wine * $6 padthai, red curry, basil and fried rice

MONDAY & TUESDAY—COLUMBIA NIGHT: 23 beer & wine ALL NIGHT!

LUNCH SPECIAL—S8 Prix Fixe

% =

1A TN 7] CHI

2656 H!‘l‘l-ﬂl'lwﬂj' (100-101st) * 212.665.8888

For more pnfo, vt owr wehote wwwesurathaikitchen.com
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Nravel Awailrc

A Travel Award has been established through o generous
gift from Dr. George Violin (CC '63, SIPA ‘66, PES “67) to
support short-ferm trovel fo lsroel for advanced froining or fo
attend a scientific conference. The award, which is open to
any Ph.D. student, Postdoctoral Fellow or foculty member in
the natural sciences, is infended to provide funds to expand the
applicant’s knowledge in areos in which he or she already
has experience.
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The award will provide for travel o

fees and a subsistence allowance
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Preterence will be given to individuals who have not previously been

AVAILABLE FOR THESE GAMES
!g& WEDNESDAY MARCH 18™ 7:30PM to lsrael. There is no US citizenship requirement
HF: FRIDAY MARCH 20™ 30PM
: MONDAY MARCH 23"° 7:30PM

WEDNESDAY  MARCH 25™ 7:30PM ; JUEss Ik |
T SATURDAY APRIL 4™ 1:00PM Office of Graduate Affairs
' ' HHSC 205

JisiT NYKNICKS.COM AN Ust cont. UNIVERSITY biomedicalsciences@columbia.edu

There is no deadline for applying.

ATTENTION...

Columbia &
Barnard
Undergraduate
& Graduate
Student Clubs &
Organizations...

Pre-Calendaring for Fall 09
begins Monday, March 23
at 9:00 am

New York Philharmonic »
Lorin Maazel Music Director CREDIT SUISSE

lobal Sponsoe

Recognized student groups who would like to reserve
space in Lerner Hall for the Fall 2009 semester must hand
in completed space use applications to University Event
Management (UEM) with their organizational
advisor's approval. Applications can also be
submitted on-line. The deadline is 12 #a, April 6.

Seduction... Ecstacy... Danger...

Mot your usual night with the Philharmonic! Awery Fisher Hall rocks to the beat of Percalu,
whose electnfying delwery of the percussion concerto Spices, Perfumes, foxins! has shaken
up concert stages around the world. Program includes Bartdk's Concerto for Orchestra,
Zubin Mehta conducts

Applications for recurring meetings and rehearsals cannot
exceed one per week and will be confirmed after the
review process beginning on May 4.

Confirmations for space will be available on-line at
www.columbia.edulcu/lernerhall after May 4.

4 NIGHTS ONLY

MARCH 18 - 21
AT AVERY FISHER HALL

To submit applications on-line go to
www.columbia.edu/cu/lernerhall
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Questions?

Please contact your organizational advisor
or e-mail lernerhall@columbia.edu

PRE-CALENDARING FOR LERNER HALL

CALL (212) 875-5656 or ORDER ONLINE nyphil.org/rush
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Exhibit Proves That
It is Better to Regift
Than to Receive

BY KAT BALKOSKI
Spectator Staff Writer

Ever cried on your birthday because you didn’t get a pony?
Or force smiled as you thanked your clueless uncle for a pair
of socks? Well imagine getting a gift basket containing pick-
led pigs’ lips and hemorrhoid cream. Regif?, a group show at
the Swiss Institute curated by Barnard professor John Miller,
explores the ambiguity of gift-giving, especially in terms of
its social and political implications.

“Whereas a gift can be seen as something noble, a
regift is crass. It’s also a transgression of the whole idea
of giving a gift,” Miller said. He was invited to curate
the show by Piper Marshall, an assistant curator at the
Swiss Institute and a Barnard alumna.

The Swiss Institute occupies an appealing SoHo

IR THEATER
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An Ancient Story Gains New Importance

BY LOUISA LEVY
Spectator Staff Writer

All is fair in love and war.

These famous words are the unofficial mantra
of Columbia Stages’ production of 7he Woman,
which opens Wednesday at Riverside Theater.
The show—Andrea Ferran’s graduate directing
thesis production—is part dramatization of the
Trojan War and part social commentary.

The first act of the play centers around two women
on opposite sides of the conflict, Trojan Hecuba and
Greek Ismene, who try to end the war peacefully. But
the men prevail and the war ends violently. The second
act follows the surviving Trojans and Hecuba, who have
established a island utopia. However, the Trojans have
something the Greeks want—a statue of a goddess.
When the Greeks arrive, trouble starts again.

‘Though the woman that the play’s title refers to is the
statue of the goddess, which drives much of the action
simply by being an object of desire, the focus often shifts

to Hecuba and draws attention to the mother-daughter
relationship between the Trojan queen and Ismene.

Though the two women begin on opposing sides,
Hecuba becomes a powerful female role model and a
mother figure to Ismene. “Hecuba enlightens Ismene
because she [Ismene] comes from a different world in
which a woman can never be a leader and to see this
strong, powerful woman is inspiring and it gives her the
confidence to try to stop the war,” said Sarah Strasser,
who plays Ismene.

In a time in which women have
low social standing, these female
characters try to bring about
change. “It doesn’t just start
with, say, “These are all
the terrible things that
are wrong with the
world,’ it shows you

a load of people j

Lo

to fix things,” Ferran said. The show embodies
the message that change is possible.

Though there has been a succession of works
based on Greek plays portraying the problems of
women in a man’s world throughout the current
Columbia Stages season—~Medea, Big Love, and
now 7he Woman—each offers a different angle. 7he
Woman looks at war, peace, and change on a societal

level as well as a personal one,
where Medea and Big
Love focus pre-
dominately
on relation-
ships between
individuals. 7he
Woman’s grand per-
spective makes it all the
more relevant.
An epic play like 7he Woman
maintains relevance because of
its many layers—from its Ancient

loft-space, and Regift contains the works of 25 artists
working in various media.

Artists are sometimes described as possessing a “gift,”
a term that may trivialize their work. “Both the artwork
and the gift are pre-capitalist social practices. They both
fit awkwardly within capitalist structure,” Miller said.

Two original artworks inspired the concept of Regift.
The first, Loser Gift Basket, is a photograph by John Waters,
an artist primarily known as the director of Hairspray and
Pink Flamingos. As the title implies, the work depicts a
gift basket containing a variety of disgusting and insulting
products, including pickled pigs’ lips.

The second, Science Classicism Lycanthropy, s a still-life
depicting the contents of an online gift basket, painted by
Greg Parma Smith, MFA ’07. The work hinges on the con-
trast between the thoughtless purchase of a gift basket and
Smith’s painstaking style. This tension mimics the hypocrisy
of the gift basket and our hypocritical demand for cheap and
convenient gifts that appear thoughtful and expensive.

However, as is often the case in contemporary galleries,
some of the pieces are nearly impossible to understand.
For example, Celestial Muse by Trisha Donnelly, consists
of an oversized plush flip-flop box. To a viewer unfamiliar
with Donnelly’s intention, the work may elicit nothing but
confusion. A blurb might have helped clarify, but most of
the works are displayed without captions.

Personal narratives—such as a girlfriend’s tattoo or a
birthday ritual—shape the most successful pieces in the
show. Upon the Death of My Grandfather by Leigh Ledare
involves an attempted gift to the Museum of Modern Art
of the rights to a grave plot outside Melba, Idaho. The
work consists of two framed documents and a frame left
empty by MoMA's silence. In a field often accused of af-
fectation, the work’s ambiguous and humorous attitude
toward conceptual art is very refreshing.

WHERE IT'S AT
Time: Through April 4

Place: Swiss Institute, 495 Broadway (at Broome Street)
Cost: Free

NI BOOKS

Exploring the Diseased Side of
the Medical Profession

BY NICOLE DONNACHIE
Columbia Daily Spectator

It’s a truism that we trust doctors with our
lives. From the moment they take the pledge
to do no harm, physicians are invested with
authority—and the implications of this power
are rarely questioned.

Michael Rushnak, an M.D. and M.P.H.,
does question these implications. His latest
novel, Terminal Neglect, is a medical thriller
that considers the contradictions inherent
in investing individuals with public power.
Committed to facts and “truth in fiction”,
he uses the novel to consider the political ills
of the healthcare system, veiling his personal
experience as
flfjfrslct‘ff; MICHAEL RUSHNAK
drama of the p
plotline. This Kt

Thursday eve- R
ning, he will | ]—
be speaking at I‘] -,r .
Morningside S

Bookshop, to
promote the
novel and
discuss cur-
rent medi-
cal politics
and efforts
to protect
the safety of
prescription drugs.

Rushnak centers the drama around the con-
flicted loyalties of a talented physician, Dr. Jonathan
Rogers. Rogers is recommended for appointment
to Surgeon General, but becomes suspicious of
Washington’s ties to the pharmaceutical industry.
Wary of a healthcare system that places profits be-
fore patients, Rogers considers the Surgeon General
the ultimate “patient advocate.” Moments after
expressing these views, he is shot by the anonymous
Healthcare Club and, on recovery, is informed
that he must approve Zazotene, a new drug with
a dubious safety record. Threateningly, the caller
suggests that the consequences of renouncing the
post are deadly. Rogers is thus forced to choose
between protecting his own safety and that of
hundreds of patients.

It is this doctor’s divide between public
duty and personal safety that forms the po-
litical impetus for Zerminal Neglect. Rushnak

Photo Courtesy of Michael Rushnak

himself has been courted by the pharmaceu-
tical industry, and he unequivocally stated
that “Dr. Rogers is me.” Rushnak describes
the push to prescribe the diuretic Selacryn
as one of his most formative experiences as a
doctor. In 1979, the year Rushnak qualified,
pharmaceutical representatives visited his
office with personalized gifts, including an
M&M’s dispenser with Selacryn emblazoned
on it. One year later, this drug was responsible
for 46 cases of liver failure and was recalled.
Rushnak considers the failure of the FDA to
foresee these deadly implications as “a reminder
to me throughout my career.”

Indeed, with pharmaceutical agents bullying
physicians, FDA accountability is woefully in-
adequate. In a confidential study by Dr. Sidney
Wolfe, 36 percent of surveyed FDA doctors had
seen the organization approve drugs that they
believed were hazardous. Before it was taken off
the market in 2006, one drug, Rezulin, was re-
sponse for 23 deaths and 43 cases of liver failure.
Despite these warnings, Rushnak says that the
situation “is getting worse.” Two-thirds of FDA
doctors believe that pressure from pharmaceuti-
cal lobbyists is increasing. With pharmaceutical
influence mounting, Dr. Rogers’ literary dilemma
seems more plausible.

Rushnak insists medical practice need not, and
should not, be dictated by pharmaceutical lobby-
ists. In most European countries, safety protocol
is more stringent. For example, in England, the
National Institute for Clinical Excellence monitors
drug safety and provides all doctors with compre-
hensive information on efficacy, price, and side
effects. This is “a total contrast to the American
system,” said Rushnak, where doctors and lob-
byists collaborate on safety labels.

By revealing current problems in the U.S.
healthcare system through fiction, Rushnak
dramatizes the risks inherent in politicized
medicine. However, given these problems and
the weight of the pharmaceutical lobby’s influ-
ence, Rushnak is justified in giving life-or-death
significance to the decision over which drugs to
approve. Dr. Rogers may be fictional, but the
conflicts of interest at the FDA are not.

WHERE IT'S AT

Time: Thursday, March 12
from 7-9 p.m.

Place: Morningside Bookshop
Cost: Free

the close bond between two women striving for a peaceful resolution on opposites sides of the conflict.

NI FILM & DANCE

trying to come to -
terms with how
-

Photo Illustration by Yufei Liu
TROJAN WAR AND PEACE | Set during the Trojan War, 7he Woman—part of Columbia Stages season—explores

Greek inspiration to personal pol-
itics. The related “Talk-Forward”
event that will also take place
Wednesday, at the School of the
Arts, will feature dramaturgist Brendan
Padgett and classics professor Elizabeth
Scharffenberger who will delve deeper
into these subjects.
The play deals, on one level with
sight and blindness, a common theme
of ancient Greek literature. Hecuba

doesn’t want to see the destruction that
surrounds her, but she must force herself
to in order to instigate change. “You can
try to distance yourself from your prob-
lems,” said Glory Gallo, the actress who
plays Hecuba, “but they’re still going to
be there.”

There’s also a sense of the impossible

becoming possible, a theme shared with Big
Love. Accordingly, intimacy can occur even
in the most unromantic circumstances. “The
man, who was once the lowest-level person in
society falls in love with the woman who was
once the queen of a nation,” Ferran said.

Two women crying out for change,

powerless minorities in the world of ancient
Greece can carry a lot of weight when shown
to a modern audience. In our current po-
litical and economic climate, 7he Woman
truly hits home. “It’s about these two women
trying to create change, trying to preserve
our world, trying to simply live in peace and
love and be happy,” Strasser said.

WHERE IT'S AT

Time: March 11-14
Place: Riverside Theatre
Cost: Free with CUID
or other student ID

Legendary Ballet Russes Makes the Cut

BY JULIA ALEKSEYEVA
Spectator Staff Writer

“What would you call ballet?”
asks Boris Lermontov, director of
the Russian Ballet in the film 7he
Red Shoes. “For me,” he continues,
“it is a religion.”

Before Center Stage and Save
the Last Dance, there was The Red
Shoes, directed by Michael Powell
and Emeric Pressburger—the classic
1948 film that kicked off the third
event of the Harriman Institute’s
“Celebrating the Ballets Russes”
program last Tuesday.

An ode to the ballet and the
music accompanying it, 7he Red
Shoes was the ideal complement
to the program, which is also
spearheaded by the Barnard mu-
sic and dance departments. The
semester-long series features films,
presentations, lectures, and exhib-
its relating to various aspects of
the Ballets Russes, an early 20th
century ballet company based in
Paris and under the direction of
Sergei Diaghilev. A testament
to the Ballets Russes’ influence
outside of dance, only one bal-
let performance is included in
the program: Vaslav Nijinsky’s
Afternoon of a Fawn on April 25.
Marking the centennial of the Ballets
Russes, the Harriman program is a

celebration of one of the greatest
dance companies in history.

This Thursday, the Harriman
Institute will present an evening
of “Diaghilev-era Russian Dancers
on Film,” and will play two films:
the 1916 feature 7he Dying Swan
and Victor Bocharov’s documen-
tary Belated Premiere, continuing
a series of on-film reflections on
the Ballets Russes. Other upcom-
ing events include an art exhibit on
display from March 31 to April 22.
Curated by Regina Khidekel, it will
show 25 works by Russian artists
depicting and paying homage to the
Ballets Russes, with a reception to
follow on April 16. Lynn Garafola,
renowned Barnard dance professor
and one of the organizers of the
program, said, “The celebration is
meant to show some of the legacy of
that company [the Ballets Russes].”
This legacy certainly comes through
in The Red Shoes, a film that glori-
fies ballet and the dance medium,
while also providing convincing
psychological drama.

In the film, an ambitious
American socialite who believes
“to live is to dance,” is discovered
by a dictatorial director of a world-
class ballet company. She soon falls
in love with the rising composer for
the company.

Together the three work on 7he

Red Shoes, a ballet based on Hans
Christian Andersen’s story, in which
a girl puts on a pair of magical red
dancing shoes that never allow the
wearer to stop dancing. But soon life
begins to imitate art, and the woman
is unable to stop dancing herself. She
must choose between her all-powerful
director, who can turn her into the
greatest prima ballerina of all time,
and the man she desires.

In The Red Shoes, art and life
are blended beyond recognition.
Surrealistic special effects make
it clear that The Red Shoes is an
extremely psychological drama,
based not only on ballet but also
obsession. As in Alfred Hitchcock’s
Vertigo, obsession becomes the
protagonist’s downfall.

Even with its intense and poignant
melodrama, 7he Red Shoes’ talented
dancers make the movie enjoyable
to watch. Garafola was all smiles
after the film ended: “There are some
wonderful dancers! And [star] Moira
Shearer was just radiant.”

Even the students in the audi-
ence were pleased, and seemed to
share professor Garafola’s enthusi-
asm about dance. Lindsey Staley,
BC ’10, commented, “It’s fun to
see such an old movie! I'm taking
two dance classes, and it’s great to
see how dance has evolved. It’s a
classic dance movie.”

Courtesy of the Criterion Collection

DANCING QUEEN | The Harriman Institute is celebrating Ballet Russes’ influence on the arts, even beyond dance.



Message From

A Graduating
PixBox Legend

s the sec-
onds ran off
he clock

on ESPN.com,
CNNSILcom and
CBSSportsline,
showing the Cornell
and Princeton game
ecking toward the
end, I, for once in
my PixBox tenure,
became nervous.

Cornell had been
a7.5-point favorite,
and Vegas (the more
adept oddsmakers, the ones who actually know
what they’re talking about) set the line at 14.5.
But with Cornell clinging to an eight-point lead,
I admittedly lost interest in my final Columbia
game, and focused on this one—a meaningless
game that could win my PixBox, something
that doesn’t amount to anything, righe?

Well, when the countdown became a final
score, with Cornell having won by nine, I stood
up in the middle of the Columbia game—at a
crucial moment too—and high-fived the “Spec
section.” This PixBox win, my third in four
years, was probably the most rewarding and
most impressive.

I trailed by three games heading into the
final weekend, and needed a huge finish, along
with a pre-2004 Red Sox collapse from last se-
mester’s winner, Lisa Lewis. And that’s precisely
what happened. (Note to Lisa: when in the lead,
don’t make the same picks as your partner. The
odds are greater that you'll lose the lead than if
you make one or two different picks. Just FYI.)

My guest picker this time was Anand
Krishnamurthy—a former columnist whose
knowledge about sports is nearly unmatched.
Yet Anand was the equivalent of the Buffalo
Bills in PixBox—he always found a way to blow
it at the end. So making him my guest picker
was kind of risky. But I thought it'd be nice for
him to enjoy the ride to victory.

I was rejected by not one, but two guest
pickers: Josh Robinson (who was my picker
last semester) and Jon Kamran. You two surely
picked the right seniors to guest pick for. What
place did Auggie and J Tay come in?

With three out of four championships, a
mini-dynasty, a Patriot-like performance, I bid
my adieu to PixBox, with the stupid tradition
of making fun of, teasing, and provoking anger
from the other columnists. So let’s start from
the bottom.

Mike Shannon: I have to give you (and Josh,
your guest picker) much credit for not giving
two shits about PixBox. You have found an
amazing way in each challenge to incorporate a
wonderful young man, Tyson Brody.

Jacob Shapiro: Why the animosity toward
me and Auggie? Nearly all of your shoutouts
had something to do with us. Really, making
fun of me for writing a creative lede that failed
to reach your level of grammatical correctness?
Only two people on the Spec can critique my
writing and you, my friend, are not one of them.

Charles Young: Sir Chuckles—what can I
say. I always expected you to win a PixBox. I am
truly disappointed in you for never even crack-
ing the top half. T guess that’s what you get for
being in SEAS and actually having work to do.

Jelani Johnson: Columbia really lets you
study in Brazil? That is ridiculous. Also, about
the whole column thing: don’t worry about it.
All of us talk like that, but the main thing is, we
don’t necessarily write it in a column—Dbut we
all learn.

Jonathan August: is 5 feet 9 inches tall
with black hair. Looking for a fun, yet enjoy-
able time. Likes wine and fine dining (and
is always OK with picking up the check).

For any woman interested, contact me at
sports@columbiaspectator.com. I'll get you in
touch with this lover boy.

Wow, I just put out a match.com-esque pro-
file for Auggie. This could lead to more...

Jon Tayler: In the past two victory columns,
I said the same exact thing. Don’t think the
third time will be the charm. Tell Lora (I mean,
Ellissa) “hi” via gchat, not webchat.

Matt Velazquez: Matt, after last Saturday
night’s debacle in which you made a complete
fool out of yourself, I would not rule out seeking
counseling. Being on the rugby team does not
mean you have to become “one of those kids.”

Lisa Lewis: I guess blackmail does work.

For all of my fans (Mom, Dad—I know
you're reading this), I am proud to close the cur-
tain on this, my final act. Thank you.

MAX
PURO

PURE
OVERTIME

Max Puro is a Columbia College senior majoring
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Columbia Takes On
Golden State Rivals

BY JACOB LEVENFELD
Spectator Staff Writer

Most Columbia students use spring
break to eat some home-cooked food,
catch a few rays, or just relax after mid-
terms. Not the baseball team. When
classes wrap up on Thursday, the Lions
(1-6) will board a flight to California
for a packed schedule of 10 games in
as many days. When they open up the
grueling stretch against UC Riverside
on Friday night, they will be hoping for
greater success than they have enjoyed
so far this season.

Their three opponents will not easily
fall victim to the reigning Ivy League
champions. UC Riverside and San Diego
have been climbing the national rank-
ings, while Cal State Northridge will
face a fatigued Columbia squad on the
last leg of its road trip.

“We have a very challenging schedule
out west,” head coach Brett Boretti said.
“We're gonna see some quality arms and
we’re gonna see some quality teams.”

Hitting has been a problem for the
Light Blue. Last weekend, the Lions only
put six runs on the board in 27 innings
of play against UNC Charlotte. The
49ers swept the three-game set.

“We're doing what we need to do to
pitch and play defense and stay in ball-
games, which is two of the three keys to
being successful,” Boretti said. “As far
as hitting right now, it’s no secret that
we’re not ripping the cover off the ball
by any means at all, but we’re trying
to do some things to cut down on the
strikeouts and trying to continue to be
tough outs.”

The Lions will be aiming for greater
patience at the plate than they have shown
so far. Last weekend, two Charlotte
pitchers had complete games, throwing
just 88 pitches each.

Although Columbia’s bats were quiet
in North Carolina, consistent defense
and strong pitching kept the Lions
competitive. Starters Joe Scarlata, Geoff
Whitaker, and Dan Bracey all lasted at
least six innings, helping Boretti in his
effort to nail down a rotation.

“I think our fourth weekend starter
is still up for grabs,” he said. “Scarlata
and Whitaker and Bracey have thrown
well ... this past weekend I thought we
pitched it very well, those guys gave us
a shot to compete.”

Riverside, with a 10-3 record, will

SEE BASEBALL, page 9
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SPECIAL DELIVERY | Geoff Whitaker and the Lions will spend spring break
in California playing ten games in a tightly-packed schedule.

KISSIMMEE NOW | Jackie Ecker and the softball team will head to Florida
for the Rebel Spring Games after dropping five straight in Boca Raton.

Softball Visits Florida
For Rebel Spring Games

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Staff Writer

After losing all five games during the
FAU Miken Classic in Boca Raton, Fla.,
the Columbia softball team will have
a lot to work on over spring break. The
Lions will head to Kissimmee, Fla., to
play in the Rebel Spring Games, where
they will compete against 12 nonconfer-
ence opponents.

Going into spring break, the Lions
will be looking to improve in all three
major facets of the game—hitting, pitch-
ing, and fielding.

In order to succeed at the Rebel
Spring Games, the Lions will need to pick
up their offense, which was outscored
34-6 during the FAU Miken Classic.
The lackluster offense was led by sopho-
mores Jackie Ecker and Karen Tulig, who
combined for seven of Columbia’s 17 hits
over the weekend and also accounted for
three of the team’s seven RBI.

The Light Blue pitching needs to im-
prove as well. The only two teams to score
fewer than five runs against Columbia
this past weekend were Central Michigan
and Stony Brook, who scored four and
two runs respectively. The team ERA
stands at 8.16, while opposing pitchers
hold a mark of 1.54.

While poor pitching and hitting
are mostly to blame for the disappoint-
ing opening weekend, sloppy fielding
also affected the Light Blue this past
weekend. The Lions committed seven
errors to their opponents three. As a
result, Columbia yielded five unearned
runs over the course of the weekend, in
addition to the 29 earned runs given

First up for the Light Blue (0-5) is
Bucknell (7-9), who have already settled
inat the Rebel Spring Games. The Bison,
who are coming off a 6-4 loss to Buffalo,
have faced two Ivy league opponents so
far—Penn and Yale. Bucknell defeated the
Quakers 4-3 on Sunday, but fell to Yale
11-3 the next day. Columbia is scheduled
to play Bucknell Friday morningat9 a.m.
Later on Friday, the Lions will face Butler
(4-10-2). Butler has won all three of their
contests in Kissimmee so far, beating
Bucknell 7-6 and Yale 7-4.

Colgate (5-4) is the only other squad
Columbia will face over break that has
played another Ivy. Earlier this season,
the Red Raiders fell to Dartmouth 2-0.
The Lions faced Colgate last year at the
Rebel Spring Games and came away
with a 6-3 victory. In order to win on
March 18, the Lions will need to pick
up their ailing offense.

Army (1-8), Lafayette (9-3),
University of Rhode Island (1-5), and
Fairleigh Dickinson University (1-4)
were all at the Rebel Spring Games
last year as well. The Light Blue lost to
Army, Lafayette, and RIU, but was able
to beat FDU, 6-3.

The Lions also faced FDU at home
last year, splitting a double-header
with the Knights.

Rider (0-6), also competing at the
Rebel Spring Games, faced Columbia
in a double-header at Baker Field last
season, and the Broncos were able to
win both games.

Over the course of their Florida
trip, the Lions will also face South
Dakota (7-3), Sacred Heart (2-6),
Wisconsin-Green Bay (6-2), and St.

Fencing Gears Up for
NCAA Championships

BY JONATHAN AUGUST
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

As most students enjoy their time away
from school, 11 of Columbia’s best fencers
will represent the Light Blue atc the NCAA
Championships. This past Sunday the
Lions competed at the NCAA Northeast
Regionals. Their effort earned the team
two gold medals and the squad came home
believing they would only be receiving 10
of the maximum 12 qualifying spots avail-
able to all teams.

“I think we're in pretty good shape,”
head coach George Kolombatovich said
after Sunday’s Regionals. “We have high-
level fencers and we just have to see what the
other regions did to find out who qualified
and who did not.”

At MIT, Columbia continued its recent
strong run of play after putting together one
of the team’s most complete performances
at the IFA Championships the week before.
Junior co-captain Daria Schneider, who
had been missing most of the year with an
ankle injury suffered ata world cup event
prior to the Ivy Championships, won the
Regionals after drawing the top seed.

“For Daria, it’s really just been a ques-
tion of her ankle,” Kolombatovich said.
“She just went out there and did a phe-
nomenal job, one we know she was easily
capable of”

In addition to Schneider’s perfor-
mance, senior co-captain Sherif Farrag
won the men’s foil competition just a
week after taking the gold medal at the
IFA Championships, and two weeks after
earning first-team All-Ivy honors.

Word came out late Tuesday from
the NCAA how many fencers each team
across the nation qualified for the chance
to earn a national championship, and for
Columbia that meant 11 Lions. The final
fencer to qualify was sophomore foilist
Abby Caparros-Janto, who did not earn an

automatic berth after Sunday’s Regionals.
Fewer foilists around the nation quali-
fied than was initially expected, and as a
result, Caparros-Janto’s score earned her
an at-large bid.

In men’s epee, senior Lorenzo Casertano
and junior Dwight Smith both qualified
for the competition, making it the first
time this specific duo will compete for
the Lions at the NCAA Championships.
2008 first-team All-American Kurt Getz
and Farrag both earned invites in men’s
foil, and defending men’s sabre national
champion Jeff Spear will look to win a
second straight title after qualifying,

For the women, the Lions qualified the
maximum number of six fencers for the
event. In sabre, former national champion
Schneider will be joined by 2008 second-
team All-American Jackie Jacobson, who
is making her second straight appearance
at the NCAA Championships. Junior
Tess Finkel, who makes her third trip the
NCAAY, is joined by freshman standout
Neely Brandfield-Harvey in epee. In foil,
atlarge qualifier Caparros-Jantos will be
competing alongside last year’s bronze med-
alist Nicole Ross, who makes her second
trip in her two years at Columbia.

Even with the added bonus of
Caparros-Jantos to the set of Columbia
qualifiers, it will be difficult for the Light
Blue to make a run ata combined national
title as Notre Dame, Ohio State, and
Penn State all qualified the maximum
number of 12 fencers for the event. A
single fencer gives a team significantly
more power as that means 23 more bouts
that can add to a win total. Still, the
Lions qualified the most fencers of any
team in the Ancient Eight for the third
consecutive season, and two more than
either Penn or Harvard.

Columbia begins the four-day NCAA
Championships a week from Thursday at
Penn State.

File Photo

NATIONAL CHAMPS? | Columbia sends 11 fencers to the NCAA Championships at

in history. Sports@columbiaspectator.com up by the pitching staff. Peter’s College (0-1). Penn State next weekend after a strong performance at the Northeast Regionals.
SPRING BREAK SCHEDULE
FRIDAY MARCH 13 SATURDAY MARCH 14 SUNDAY MARCH 15 MONDAY MARCH 16 WEDNESDAY MARCH 18 THURSDAY MARCH 19 FRIDAY MARCH 20 SATURDAY MARCH 21 SUNDAY MARCH 22
Baseball @ Baseball @ Baseball @ Baseball @ San Diego  Baseball @ San Diego ~ Baseball @ Cal State ~ Baseball @ Cal State ~ Baseball @ Cal State ~ Baseball @ Cal State
UC-Riverside UC-Riverside UC-Riverside 3p.m.PDT 3p.m.PDT Northridge, 3p.m. PDT Northridge, 3 p.m. PDT Northridge, 7 p.m.PDT Northridge, 7 p.m. PDT
6 p.m.PDT 6 p.m. PDT 2p.m. PDT
TUESDAY MARCH 17 Softball vs. Colgate &  Softball vs. St. Peter’s & M. Tennis @ Softball vs. BU, T p.m. Softball @ Monmouth,
Softball vs. Bucknell Softball vs. Softball vs. Army, 17 a.m. Rhodelsland, 9& 17 am. Fairleigh Dickinson-  UT-Arlington, 2 p.m. 1p.m.
9a.m. South Dakota, 9a.m. Baseball @ San Diego Teaneck, 9& 17 a.m. Fencing: NCAA
Softball vs. Wisconsin- 3p.m.PDT Lacrosse @ Lehigh, 3:30pm. W.Tennis @ Cal State Championships
Softball vs. Butler Softball vs. Green Bay, 3p.m. Fencing: NCAA Northridge, 2 p.m.
1p.m. Sacred Heart, 7 p.m. Softball vs. Lafayette & M.Tennis @ SMU, 2p.m.  Championships Wrestling: NCAA
W.Tennis @ Rider, 9a.m.& 11 a.m. Fencing & Wrestling: Championships
Lacrosse vs. Cornell,  Loyola-Marymount, W.Tennis @ Cal State Wrestling: NCAA  NCAA Championships
1p.m. 10a.m. PDT M.Tennis @ TCU, 6 p.m.  Fullerton, 2 p.m. PDT Championships
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Lions Look West for School Break

BASEBALL from page 8

host the Lions for three weekend
matchups starting on Friday night.
The Highlanders are coming off a
7-0 blanking of Oklahoma State off
the arm strength of Paul Applebee,
who went the distance for his first
shutout and second complete game
of the year. Applebee holds a 1.80
ERA and 3-0 record on the season.
Matt Andriese has also stood out
on the mound for Riverside, with
a3.15 ERA in three starts.

At the plate, the Lions will have
to watch Tony Nix, whose .429
average and seven doubles have
sparked the Highlanders™ offense
all season long,

After finishing with Riverside,
the Lions will head to San Diego to
take on the Toreros, who will just

be returning from a four-game trip
against Rice in Houston. San Diego
is 7-6 but recently dropped three of
four to San Diego State.

Columbia then finishes the road
trip with four games at Cal State
Northridge. Although the Matadors
are only 5-8, they have played a
tough schedule and will match up
well against the Light Blue.

For Columbia, the West Coast
sprint offers a chance to maximize
playing time as the Lions prepare
to open the Ivy season at the end
of March. Coach Boretti knows
that the final record is not neces-
sarily the only measuring stick on
this road trip.

“By playing the best ter, it’s only
gonna help us prepare for the sched-
ule that’s ahead on the second part
of our season,” he said. The rigorous

schedule will give the team “alot of
opportunities for our pitchers to get
multiple times on the hill, which
is great.”

Over the long trip, the coaches
will continue to shuffle the lineup in
search of a winning formula. Nick
Cox and Jon Eisen should hold
down the top two spots. “They’re
catalysts, both of them, if you get
them on base they’re gonna start
up the engine for the offense,”
Boretti said.

The head coach is undaunted
by the prospect of sending his
team out 10 days in a row. “That’s
what we do on spring break,”
he said. “It’s what we should be
doing: playing every day and
trying to get better every day
and using some different guys
in different spots.”

Tennis Heads for Warmer Weather

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s ten-
nis teams will hit the road next
week for their annual spring break
training trips, which will be both
teams’ final tune-ups before Ivy
play begins the following weekend.
The men, currently ranked 62nd
nationally, will travel to Texas to
take on Texas Christian University,
Southern Methodist University
and University of Texas-Arlington,
while the women will travel out
west to California to take on Loyola
Marymount, Cal State Fullerton
and Cal State Northridge.

‘The men will begin their trip by
taking on TCU, which enters ranked
ahead of Columbia and 43rd in the
nation. Last season, the Lions lost 5-2
in a closely contested match, when
TCU was ranked 28th. One big issue
for Columbia will be playing outdoors,
since the team practices and plays its
home matches indoors at the Dick
Savitt Tennis Center.

“We have been going [on the road)]
for the last eight or nine years,” Bid
Goswami, men’s head tennis coach,
said, “much to the boys’ chagrin, but
we are not going for a spring break
trip. We work hard and we getalot of
outdoor courts. That's my first goal,
because I don't know where we might
play outside [during Ivy play].”

'The Lions have historically strug-
gled when transitioning outdoors,
something the head coach hopes to
address during the trip rather than
during league play.

“We just want to get used to
playing some outdoor matches,”
Goswami continued.

“Unfortunately I don’t think we
play as well as we play indoors since
we have been playing indoors since
October, so we play 10-15 percent
worse [outside].”

Last year, the Lions played
the same opponents and went 0-
3. They lost 5-2 to TCU, 4-3 to
UT Arlington and 6-1 to Southern
Methodist, which was ranked 56th
nationally at the time. Sophomore
Kevin Kung was a standout on the
trip, going 3-0 in singles.

“There’s no pressure on us [be-
cause of their ranking],” Goswami
said, “the other teams are as good
as us and they are chomping at the
bit to play us so they have a chance
to get ranked.”

“If we beat them at their place,
it’s a good win for us,” Goswami
continued, “and if we lose, it is not
abad loss. More than anything else,
we get used to playing outside and
we'll play matches in which we will
be right there.”

The women will travel to
California this year after spending
the break in Florida last season.

“Last year when we were plan-
ning the trip, we wanted to go to
California because all of these
teams were ranked between 60 and
75,” head coach Ilene Weintraub
said. “T was looking to schedule
matches in which we could be
competitive and win so that we
could get ranked.”

"This season, however, Columbia’s
three opponents have fallen out of
the top 75 nationally, but remain on
the fringes of a national ranking and
should provide tough competition
throughout the lineup for the young
Lions team.

“Cal State Fullerton is a winnable
match,” Weintraub said, “and Loyola
will be a tough match. Tkind of like
the order in which we play, since
we play the stronger team, than the
weaker team and then the team which
will be close with. If we win, I think
we will get a lot of confidence.”

Nevertheless, the women will be
training hard throughout the dura-
tion of the trip in order to prepare
for Ivy play. “We will train twice
a day when not playing matches,”
Weintraub said, “this is one last full-
speed-ahead training trip so we can
feel very grooved on our fitness and
strokes before Ivy play.”

The women will first play
on March 15 against Loyola
Marymount, and the men will

face TCU on March 17.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 8:00PM

Arilene Sierra

Onstage discussion with Arlene Sierra and David Garland

Arlene Sierra {b. 1970) is an especially gifted composer. With an ear for color,

her music is full of punch and grit. Drawing from many vanous sources, her works

are influsnced :‘.:-g,r Chirese

battle tactics,

the Doty af Pabla :"\.'l.:ll.ul:l.i_ |::|r-:|"._ ard

stained glass windows. Miller-tavorite International Contemporary Ensemble

sheds light on this young and intreguing composar in a program with a world

EENEHTI RS CLRTArT I S LN

Colmena [2008)
(world premiere,

Miller Theatre commission®)

Cicada Shell [2006)
Eallistae [2000]

Surrounded Ground [2008)
Neruda Settings [2002-2003)

Susan Narucki, soprano

TICKETS: 525

CU STUDENTS W/ VALID 1D:

CU tacmitpistad! md

Men-Colombia stedents w! walid 10; 518
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shoes for a happy planet ™

Simple Shoss trunk show March 215t from 106m = 1pm

TP TOP SHOES .com

155 WEST 72* STREET, NEW YORK NY
212-787-4960  1-BOG-WALKING
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Fighting Leukemia \®2/=%" Giving Hope

o

Science For A Better Life

The Word "letukemiat s Greek for
“white blood.” THISHS Because
leukemia patients hauEEktramaiy
elevated levels of whitdiBlood cells:
Every yvear about if‘lﬂ'ﬂ’ﬂﬂ people
worldwide are -:Jl._iunr_lbﬂ with this
cafious and complex fl}m}n’fﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂr
Bayer HealthCare Phafmacsuticals
already offers a DFGSCSEFOCUSE
portfolio of succgSSINENErARISS
for treating varioug fﬂfms of cancer
including leukenia ‘?an'd'[enai cell
carcinoma, helpifigH patients to'live
longer and |*'nr|d$‘ ﬁ’I& qualirly ﬂf -
their lives. Still, y
remains one of *nﬁ'

in medicine. WWWI{E’

@Bay&r: CropScience MaterialScience HealthCare
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