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BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

A suspected separatist group holding John 
Solecki, a Columbia College and School of 
International and Public Affairs graduate , 
said on Sunday that it would kill him in four 
days if the Pakistani government did not re-
lease more than 1000 imprisoned members 
of Baluchistan separatist groups, according 
to an article in The New York Times.

Solecki, the top United Nations official in 
Pakistan’s Baluchistan Province, was kidnapped 
on Feb. 2 by gunmen of the Baluchistan 
Liberation United Front who shot his driver 
as the two were en route to the U.N.’s local 
offices in Quetta. Solecki has been held cap-
tive since, but Pakistani security forces have 
discovered Solecki’s location and say he will 
be released soon, according to a report released 
Wednesday by Press TV, an Iranian interna-
tional news network.

On Feb. 13, the kidnappers issued a threat 
to Solecki’s life and released a 20-second video 
of Solecki blindfolded in which he said he 
was “sick and in trouble.” While the group 
did not carry out the threat, they released a 
similar one on Sunday and set the deadline in 
a letter sent to the local news agency Online 
International News Network. The separatist 
group’s spokesman, Mir Shahiq Baloch, wrote 
that the date was “our final deadline for kill-
ing John Solecki.”

During Solecki’s abduction, Columbia 
University administrators have been closely 
monitoring the situation through news reports, 

according to Robert Garris, senior associate 
dean at SIPA. Garris said that SIPA administra-
tors have not been in contact with anyone in 
the U.N. regarding Solecki’s captivity.

“I’ve been in touch with several parts of 
the University and all of us are being kept up 
to date,” Garris said. “We’re obviously very 
concerned about him.”

Solecki’s family and friends have acknowl-
edged his selfless nature as a man who has 
dedicated his life to public service.

History professor Richard Bulliet, who 
was one of Solecki’s professors at CC, wrote 
about his dedication to his job in a column in 
the International Herald Tribune.

“He is imperturbable,” Bulliet wrote. “He 
soothes the feelings of people in stress.”
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Columbia professor Mark 
Strand takes time off grading 
papers to write accompany-
ing poetry for the Brentano 
String Quartet’s ”The Seven 
Last Words of Christ.” 

Professor Combines 
Script and Strings 

A&E, page 3

Columnist Chris Morris-
Lent recounts two instances 
of censorship to show that 
censors deny freedom of 
speech to hide their own 
insecurities.

No Offense

Opinion, page 4

Eren Civan, after suffering 
a season ending injury last 
year, has had a terrific 2008-
2009 season. Now Civan 
looks to earn a bid to nation-
als at the Ivy championships

Sophomore Civan Looks 
To Go to Nationals

Sports, page 8

Aroma Espresso Bar offers a 
plethora of drinks and snacks, 
and while none of them are 
particularly great, the atmo-
sphere is tough to beat for 
hardworking students.

Take Study Breaks 
With Coffee Cakes 

A&E, page 3

The Columbia softball team 
will enter the 2009 season 
with very few reserves. The 
Lions only have 13 players 
on the roster, tied for the 
fewest in the Ivy League.

Columbia Softball Lacks 
Depth, Experience

Sports, page 8

Read about Wednesday 
night’s event addressing the 
conflict between Israel and 
Gaza in terms of humanitar-
ian issues.

An Alternative Aspect 
Of the Gaza Conflict

ColumbiaSpectator.com

BY SCOTT LEVI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

C olu m bi a ’s  A m e r i c a n 
Language Program—an English-
language school distinguished 
both by its worldwide prestige 
and its reliance on internation-
al enrollments—is feeling the 
crunch from the downfall of 
foreign markets, as shown by a 
40 percent decrease in its major-
ity South Korean constituency 
and an urgency to target growing 
economies elsewhere. 

As the University attempts 
to weather the recession by 
assessing f inances across the 
board, the ALP thinks in terms 
of nationality rather than so-
cioeconomic status. The pro-
gram, which provides English 
language instruction for varied 
purposes and proficiency lev-
els and serves both Columbia 
students and students not 

enrolled at the University, has 
in past years helped to bridge 
the linguistic gap for one quar-
ter of the foreign students en-
tering what the Institute of 
International Education ranks 
as the United States’ third most 
international university.

“Economic changes and 
fluctuations in currency rates 
have had a significant impact 
on Asian clientele,” said Peter 
Awn, dean of the School of 
General Studies, who is tem-
porarily in charge of the School 
of Continuing Education. Last 
fall, Awn brought the once-inde-
pendent ALP under the auspices 
of Continuing Education. 

Established in 1911, the pro-
gram lacks a tenure system or 
departmental status, but has 
over time managed to expand 
its offerings and reach out to 

ESC 2012 STUDY BREAK

BY ELIZABETH SCOTT
Spectator Staff Writer

A “teach-in” organized by 
the Columbia Palestine Forum 
Wednesday night drew a crowd of 
supporters, dissenters, and interested 
students and faculty that filled the 
Hamilton classroom and spilled 
into the hall. 

It came to light during the meet-
ing that University president Lee 
Bollinger has agreed to meet with 
the faculty to discuss the issue.

The group, whose recent formation 
began with a demand for University 
divestment from companies profit-
ing from the Gaza conflict and for 
protection of Palestinian academic 
freedom, hosted a discussion with a 
panel composed of four University fac-
ulty members, two speakers from the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

campaign, and a Barnard student 
representing the CPF. Supporters 
and critics of the Forum sounded off 
in a question-and -answer follow-up 
that mostly took the form of com-
mentary on the recent and historic 
Gaza conflicts.  

The faculty members speaking 
on the potential benefits of Israeli 
divestment were Bruce Robbins, 
Old Dominion Foundation Professor 
in the Humanities, Gil Anidjar, a 
professor of religion who also 
teaches in MEALAC, Mahmood 
Mamdani, Herbert Lehman Professor 
of Government and anthropology 
professor, and Brinkley Messick, 
anthropology professor. 

Faculty first clarified the terms of 
CPF’s demands. Robbins said that 
“students don’t have academic freedom, 
professors do” and that the denial of 
education—a basic human right—

rather than academic freedom—as-
sociated with tenure—is the heart of 
the matter. He added that because 
academic freedom is not a universal 
or democratic right, the conflict sur-
rounding Gaza becomes more divisive 
when this terminology is used. 

During the panel, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict was contin-
uously compared to the South 
African and Liberian apartheids, 
though this analogy was met with 
varying reactions from the audi-
ence. It was noted that Columbia 
divested from South African com-
panies during its apartheid. In this 
context, Anidjar advocated boycot-
ting as an appropriate “exercise of 
freedom” and affirmed the group’s 
demands as “change we can believe 
in.” Eric Heitner, CC ’05, spoke on 

American Language Program’s 
International Enrollment Shifts 

ALP Funding 
Shrinks

Top 15 Countries of Citizenship for ALP students (2006-2009)

South Korea
Taiwan
Japan
China
Italy

France
Spain
Russia
Turkey
Brazil

Japanese Restaurant Vine Opens in 
Former Caffe Swish Location

Sushi swished back into Morningside 
Heights on Tuesday afternoon, when 
Vine Sushi & Sake Bar opened its doors 
to customers. But bubble tea and other 
Thai favorites were not included in the 
exclusively Japanese menu, which aims 
to fill the void left by Caffe Swish.

Vine is located on Broadway between 
115th and 116th Streets, a block largely 
covered by student traffic. It sports a 
similar interior design to the former Caffe 
Swish—an Asian fusion restaurant located 
at that storefront before it was shut down 
in January—but the kitchen has been 
completely renovated. 

“It needs to be different to prepare 
Japanese food instead of Thai food,” 
Raymond Ho, the manager, said, ex-
plaining that the motivation behind the 
change was a desire to make the food “more 
professional, more concentrated.”

Out of the new kitchen comes a wide 
assortment of sushi, sashimi, teriyaki, 
and curries.

Vine’s chef, known simply as Mr. Fujisa, 
previously worked for Tomo—the Japanese 
restaurant three blocks south which closed 
three weeks ago due to alleged rent is-
sues—according to Ollie’s manager Frank 
Chang and former Swish employees.

Vine will be “very high class, very nice,” 

and is essentially “taking over Tomo’s 
business,” Chang said.

Swish and Tomo were both owned by 
Tsu Y. Wang, who now owns Vine and 
Ollie’s. Three weeks ago, allegations of 
unfair labor practices such as sub-mini-
mum wages culminated in a strike outside 
Tomo just days before its closing.

But Vine has already attracted a steady 
flow of sushi-craving students and locals. 
At lunchtime on Wednesday, some even 
left in frustration after waiting in a line 
that extended to the doorway.

“During this time, we expect it to be 
very busy. There is good business now,” 
Ho said. But come summer, “once students 
leave, it might get really slow here.”

-Sam Levin

Andra Mihali / Staff Photographer
DEMANDING DIVESTMENT  |  Professors Gil Anidjar, Mahmood Mamdani, Brinkley Messick, and Bruce 
Robbins spoke on the panel at the Columbia Palestine Forum’s “teach-in” on Wednesday evening.

Lenny Pridatko for Spectator
SNACK TIME | The Class of 2012 Engineering Student Council provided cookies 
and milk for SEAS students on Wednesday night on the Lerner West Ramp 

Panelists Push Divestment, Support Gaza

Alumnus Working for United 
Nations Kidnapped in Pakistan

Lila Neiswanger / Staff Photographer
NEW PLACE ON THE BLOCK  |  Vine, a new Japanese 
restaurant, replaced Caffe Swish.

Source: International Students and Scholars OfficeSEE PALESTINE, page 2
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Bollinger Hosts First Fireside 
Chat for Graduate Students

BY MINJI REEM
Spectator Staff Writer

Amid the freezing weather and bitter 
winter winds Wednesday night, graduate 
school students gathered at University 
President Lee Bollinger’s home for the first-
ever fireside chat exclusively for them.

Students were eager to voice their 
opinions and concerns, emphasizing their 
interest in what the University is doing to 
help students find jobs after graduation, 
the need for cooperation among graduate 
schools, and international education.

The conversation began with an up-
date from Bollinger on the University’s 
financial situation. According to Bollinger, 

the University is in both “a good and bad 
position.” He said that everything but the 
endowment is in good shape. “The tuition 
revenue is strong, clinical revenues are up 
and fundraising, believe it or not, is doing 
well,” he said. 

Bollinger then acknowledged that the 
economy is on everybody’s minds and 
recognized that his audience is directly 
impacted by this situation, as its mem-
bers are “making some serious choices 
in life.”

The issue of scarcity of jobs after gradu-
ation was brought to the table multiple 
times. One student pointed out that faculty 

Courtesy of Facebook
JOHN SOLECKI
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Nash Some Hamentashen
Bake your own hamentashen—tri-
angular cookies with sweet fillings—
with Columbia/Barnard Hillel in 
preparation for Purim, which begins 
Monday night. The cost is $2 to bake 
and take home your own batch.

The Columbia Bayit, at 535 W. 112th St. 

EVENTS — MARCH 5

Columbia Political Union Pub Night
Talk politics over drinks and food 
in a casual environment with the 
Columbia Political Union. The 
group’s first Pub Night offers free 
food and relaxed conversation.

Pourhouse, 7 p.m.

“Let’s get practical about 
this. If you have ideas, 
send me an e-mail.”

—President Lee Bollinger
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Attendees at Forum ‘Teach-In’ Spill into Hallway

other branches of the University. 
Current study options range from 
four weeks of intensive English 
to upper-tier courses intended to 
boost communication skills in a 
chosen discipline. The School of 
International and Public Affairs, 
General Studies, the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science, 
and the School of Business, 
among others, regularly place 
students in the ALP.

Statistics made available by 
Continuing Education reveal 
a 24 percent drop in ALP ma-
triculation between the 2007-
2008 academic year and the 
current one, with enrollments 
from the top 15 countries of 
origin slipping from 1,607 to 
1,208. While countries such as 
France, Italy, and Spain are send-
ing more students than before, 
mixed economic conditions in 
the countries that send the most 
students—South Korea, Taiwan, 
Japan, and China—contributed 
dramatically to the slump.

“It’s considerably more ex-
pensive to come to the U.S. 
now than it was five years ago,” 
Awn said.

Academic director David 
Quinn said he views the en-
rollment downturn as an op-
portunity to spread awareness of 
the program in less represented 
regions of the world. Citing 
Columbia’s parallel efforts to 
construct small research offices 
overseas, Quinn said he hopes 
to use the ALP as a means of in-
creasing enrollment from Latin 
America and Europe. And despite 
this year’s decline of nearly 30 
percent in Chinese students in 
the program, he and Awn pre-
dicted increases over the summer 
from what Awn called a “still 
robust” economy in China.

“This program always recov-
ers,” Quinn said. Unlike other 
Columbia schools, the ALP’s 
success remains entirely subject 
to external forces, though it sur-
vived the 1992 devaluation of the 
Japanese yen, a severe monetary 
crisis in Korea in 1997, and a 
lull following the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks.

Awn maintained that the pro-
gram’s “financial processes are 
up to University standards” and 
that “we planned for this.”

Whether a strong connec-
tion exists between patterns 

affecting the ALP and develop-
ments in Columbia’s recognizable 
international communities is in-
conclusive, but the data reflects 
a telling correlation between the 
foreign student population at 
each school of the University and 
the percentage of ALP students 
hailing from each school.

According to a 2008-2009 
report from the Office of the 
Provost, the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences drew the most 
foreigners in 2008, a statistic 
mirrored by attendance data 
from the ALP. These similarities 
suggest that the current dearth 
in the language program speaks 
to diminishing numbers of in-
ternational students within the 
rest of the University.

In spite of its fame for training 
in English as a second language, 
the ALP’s distinct financial dif-
ficulties relate to its status as 
a historically autonomous en-
tity. For years, it was recognized 
as quasi-independent without 
strings attached to a particular 
school, so the program was de-
prived access to central resources 
such as student affairs and reg-
istration. Lecturers—whose job 
title emphasizes a traditionally 

pedagogical role—often had 
to tend to necessary staff work 
such as registration, admissions, 
scheduling, and advising.

“We had so many people [stu-
dents in the program], our efforts 
were somewhat diluted,” Quinn 
said of the effect of these respon-
sibilities on instruction.

As part of Awn’s broader ini-
tiative to consolidate Continuing 
Education, all administrative 
responsibilities in the ALP have 
now shifted to external offices, 
like Student Affairs and the 
Registrar.

“The ALP will now be a 
more diversified creature, spear-
heading a series of programs 
that wil l attract better and 
brighter students,” Awn said. In 
the works are a college prepara-
tory program and courses for 
lawyers and businesspeople.

But as the ALP moves for-
ward in a risky f inancial cli-
mate, a slew of other qualitative 
issues persist.

“The core of the faculty 
is delighted,” Awn said, but 
“you cannot make a dramatic 
change without some people 
being nostalgic.”

scott.levi@columbiaspectator.com

ALP Reaches Out to New International Regions

behalf of the BDS and presented 
figures indicating how tax dollars 
and other expenses contribute to 
the profit of companies support-
ing what he considers the Israeli 
occupation of Gaza. 

Messick expressed that an 

impending meeting between 
Bollinger and the faculty about the 
letter issued listing the CPF’s de-
mands is an “historical moment” 
for the University. 

A lively question-and-answer 
session allowed attendees to express 
their reactions to the panelists’ as-
sertions. Critics condemned the 

lack of a more realistic approach 
to solving the issue and cited the 
need to incorporate Hamas into 
the discussion.

Some students said they felt the 
event was successful. “Everyone 
was calm and it was good to 
have perspectives from professors 
and activists and commentary 

from the community,” said Edna 
Bonhomme, MSPH ’10, and a 
member of the CPF. “A dialogue 
about the Israel occupation is 
central and people should be 
able to put their opinion on the 
table and figure out what could 
be the best option.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

PALESTINE from front page

ALP from front page

Andra Mihali / Staff Photographer

CROWD CONTROL  |  Students, faculty, and others interested in the “teach-in” on the Gaza conflict on Wednesday had to find seats in the hallway. 

lines were rapidly decreasing and 
asked Bollinger what the University 
had on its agenda to help current 
Ph.D. students with this situation. 
Bollinger replied that the University 
had no immediate solutions to 
this problem but that he was op-
timistic about the future of Ph.D. 
students. “I must say that univer-
sities will enter a period again of 
expansion. There is too much need 
for knowledge.”

Another reoccurring theme 
throughout the evening was the 
fact that the various graduate 
schools at Columbia are iso-
lated from each other in terms 
of their curricula. One student 
said that there were not enough 
opportunities for students to 

interact with each other. Overall, 
students voiced their desire for 
synergy and centralization—for 
the schools to share their breadth 
of knowledge and experiences 
with each other.

In response, Bollinger ac-
knowledged that there is more 
room for interaction, and he 
linked this area to a need for an 
international mixing of ideas. 
“This fits into a bigger issue for 
me—the issue of globalization 
and the need to deal with this 
intellectually,” he said.

A student from the Graduate 
School of Journalism voiced her 
concerns for the bleak job pros-
pects that J-School students face. 
“Students are going to graduate 
this year as if there are jobs for us 
out there. But there aren’t,” she 

said. “We’re educating people as 
if there are still newspapers out 
there. But there aren’t.” 

Bollinger admitted to the de-
cline of the journalism job mar-
ket, saying, “this is a threat where 
society is losing institutions that 
took a century to build up.” He 
added that he is working with 
Nicholas Lemann, Dean of the 
J-School, to help students prepare 
for their futures.

Next, a student from Europe 
sa id that compared to the 
University’s quality of educa-
tion, the facilities at Columbia are 
substandard. “There might not be 
that many Nobel Prize winners 
in Europe but the facilities are 
definitely better,” she said.

When Bollinger asked for 
a show of hands of how many 

people agreed, a vast majority of 
students in the room responded 
that they did. “We are working 
very hard to build up our resource 
base,” Bollinger said. “Our fund-
raisers have been very successful 
in doing this.” 

As the chat came to an end, 
Bollinger asked students how 
well they felt they were being 
prepared for the global world. 
Many students expressed their 
feeling that there was a lot of 
room for globalization in the 
grad schools’ curriculums.

Throughout the chat, Bollinger 
repeatedly emphasized that he 
was always open to ideas from 
students. “Let’s get practical about 
this,” he said. “If you have ideas, 
send me an e-mail.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Bollinger Shares Cocoa, Cookies with Grad Students
FIRESIDE CHAT from front page



Back 
home 
in 

Hawaii , rap 
culture is 
more of a re-
mote abstrac-
tion than a 
cultural phe-
nomenon. It 
conveys social 
distinction 
to wear the 
garb or listen 

to the music (we do have MTV  
there, after all). But with relatively 
low rates of violent crime, and 
relatively high standards of liv-
ing in most counties, lyrics about 
life in the inner city are more apt 
to conjure exaggerated images of 
f ilms like Notorious  or TV shows 
like The Wire  than to speak to the 
true f irst-hand experiences of local 
listeners. 

Russian-born painter Alex 
Melamid  was equally alien to the 
culture that gave rise to American 
hip-hop, but a lifetime spent 
scrutinizing the personality cults 
responsible for sustaining Soviet 
leaders’ incredible, unchecked feats 
of ego gave him sound grounding 
to tackle his latest subjects—the 
czars of the rap industry.

Melamid f irst gained notoriety 
working with artist Vitaly Komar  
to pioneer a subversive blend of 
Pop Art  and Socialist Realism —a 
genre endorsed by Stalin  to de-
pict select “social concerns” and 
promote a Communist agenda—
which was christened “Sots Art.”  
Together, the duo freely satirized 
state propaganda, and was met in 
turn with open hostility from the 
Russian government and Soviet 
critics. 

While Melamid no longer 
collaborates with his erstwhile 
partner, he has continued to 
paint, moving from the styliza-
tion characteristic of his Sots Art 
days toward a much more classi-
cal, old master aesthetic. It is with 
such Rembrandt-esque  realism that 
the works of “Holy Hip-Hop! ,” 
the newest exhibition at Forum 
Gallery,  have been rendered. 

Clad in bling and full street 
regalia, the life-size f igures of 12 
eminent rap moguls pose in front 
of a f lat, stark backgrounds. This 
has led some reviewers to draw 
comparisons to the high-contrast 
African-American  portraits of 
Barkley L. Hendricks  (though it 
should not be overlooked that the 
realism of Melamid’s work contrib-
utes a compelling immediacy not 
present with Hendricks). Among 
Melamid’s subjects—among them, 
Snoop Dogg , 50 Cent , Common , 
Kanye West , and Lil Jon —not one 
looks unconvinced of deserving 
his place among the wealthiest and 
most inf luential individuals of our 
time. Despite the relaxed air with 
which each presents himself, it is 
plain that these are serious, ambi-
tious players. As novelist Francine 
Prose  described the exhibition, 
“Melamid’s subjects seem aware, 
on an almost cellular level, of their 
master-of-the-universe power and 
impeccable social standing.” 

Unlike the work of Kehinde 
Wiley , in which the deif ication of 
rap culture is explicit and unequiv-
ocal, there is a certain ambigu-
ity about Melamid’s project. It is 
unclear whether the artist means 
for us to appreciate these works 
as straightforward glory portraits 
of rap royalty or whether we are 
meant to detect an element of 
kitsch in them, seizing upon the 
clash of high and pop culture 
and ask if Melamid is mocking 
something about the way rap-
pers self-mythologize. Melamid, 
who described his motivation by 
remarking “I thought it would be 
interesting,” leaves such interpreta-
tion, either for good or ill, entirely 
up to us.  

“Holy Hip-Hop!” runs until March 
14. Forum Gallery is located at 745 
Fif th Ave.  (of f of 58th Street) and is 
open Tuesday through Saturday, from 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Lorraine White is a Columbia Col-
lege junior majoring in
French and economics.

Gallerease runs alternate Wednesdays.
arts@columbiaspectator.com

Russian Takes 
On Rappers at  
Art Exhibition

Hawaii , rap 
culture is 
more of a re-
mote abstrac-
tion than a 
cultural phe-
nomenon. It 
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Cafe Offers Food for Thought During Midterm Crunch
FOOD

BY STEPHANIE ZHANG 
Columbia Daily Spectator

Pressure seems to be the prevailing 
mood on Columbia’s campus on a week-
day morning or afternoon. But there are 
plenty of places to relax that are removed 
from—yet still in proximity to—the 
sickeningly ambitious atmosphere of 
the Columbia campus. Students should 
check out Aroma Espresso Bar’s new 
Upper West Side location . 

True to its name, Aroma off ers a pleas-
ant atmosphere for a weekday study es-
cape or tea with a friend, giving students 
a convenient SoHo  vibe just steps from 
the 1 line at 72nd St.

While this is only Aroma’s second lo-
cation in New York, it is the largest and 
most popular coff ee chain in Israel. 

Th e two-tiered café off ers plenty of 
study space—the upper-level boasts lounge 
areas perfect for chit-chatting with friends 
or group get-togethers for projects, and a 
deck is a promising alcove for sun-bask-
ing and reading during spring. 

While the space is great, the décor 
leaves something to be desired. Th e jar-
ringly white walls are interrupted by 
large blocks of bright red furniture. For 
students working on mind-numbing 
problem sets, the open and bright space 
may help battle sleepiness during a long 
work session, but it’s not exactly calm-
ing. Plus, the cafe tends to be crowded, 
especially on the weekends.

As an espresso bar, coff ee is what 
Aroma does best. It is one of the rare 
places in the city to get a genuine Turkish 
coff ee. Th e drip coff ee is rich, and their 
cappuccinos and lattes are probably the 
best items on the menu—served in a cute 
mug or to-go cup, and always complete 
with a signature square of chocolate. Th e 
café also maintains an inclusive selection 
of teas for the coff ee-averse.

Pastries include standard cafe-fare 
like croissants, eclectic ethnic des-
serts like Burkea and cheese strudel, 
and vegan cupcakes made by a local 
bakery. Th ere is also a full cafe menu 
with a selection of made-to-order soups, 
salads, and sandwiches. 

While there is plenty of variety, 
the food quality is not quite up to 
par. Aroma off ers plenty of options, 
but only the prices seem to stand out. 
Still, the espresso bar is sure to sat-
isfy a plethora of cravings. One could 
easily spend an entire day at Aroma, 
grazing on their abundance of small 
items or simply drinking cup after cup 
of drip coff ee. 

If anything, the best reason to go 
to Aroma is not for the remarkably 
cheery staff —cheeriness seems to be a 
prerequisite for a job—but for the free, 
all-you-can-eat Wi-Fi .

Aroma Cafe is located at 161 W. 
72nd St.  (between Columbus Avenue 
and Amsterdam Avenue). 

Malya Schulman / Staff  Photographer
STUDY SNACKS  |  While the food may be subpar, Aroma Cafe gives students an 
appealing study space removed from campus, and offers free wireless Internet.

BY MIA JOHNSON
Columbia Daily Spectator

Even the most eloquent and char-
ismatic professors cannot really be 
described as poets. That is, unless the 
professor in question happens to be a 
former U.S. Poet Laureate. 

This Friday at Carnegie Hall,  the 
Brentano String Quartet  will perform a 
new rendition of Joseph Haydn’s  “The 
Seven Last Words of Christ,”  accom-
panied by a newly-commissioned 
poem by Mark Strand,  Columbia  
English professor and former Poet 
Laureate of the United States.

This “symphony of words,” 
or alternation between music 
and poetry in a concert, 
takes on a monumenta l 
subject—Jesus’ last words. 
Mark Steinberg,  the first vio-
linist of the Brentano String 
Quartet, commented, “Without 
breaks for contemplation and 
text in between the movements, 
it would be difficult to absorb, to 
concentrate on a big, complex piece 
for that long.” Strand’s poetry acts 
as a highlighting complement to 
the involved and historical piece 
of music. 

Strand’s poem is based on 
the Gospel of Thomas,  a 
document comprised 
of the 114 sayings at-
tributed to Jesus, and 
provides a way for the 
audience to follow the 
music and read be-
tween movements of 

Haydn’s piece. 
After serving as Poet Laureate from 

1990-91, Strand was approached in 2002 
by the quartet to write poetry specifi cally 
to accompany this piece. Yet for Strand, 
this collaboration was an experimen-
tal undertaking. “A lot of my 
poems have been 
set to 

music, but it has never been a collabo-
ration,” he said. “Th is is the fi rst time I 
have written a poem for music.”

Strand’s inexperience with this kind 
of collaboration made the venture an 
interesting challenge, forcing him to 

think beyond standard poetic sub-
jects. He explained, “If you are 

going to write a poem 
to accompany 

Jesus’ say-
ings, 

you 

are not going to write a poem about 
daffodils and steamshells.” 

Th ough the religious aspect of Haydn’s 
work initially posed an obstacle for 
Strand, he came to fi nd his distance 
from the subject exciting. “I resisted 
taking on this piece initially, because I 
am not a religion person. But I thought it 
would be fun and a challenge, especially 
since I am not religious. Religion is not 
important to my work in the least.” 

In addition to Strand and Brentano’s 
collaboration, the evening will include 
another poetry-music alliance. Th e quar-
tet will perform Lee Hyla’s  composition 
“Howl,”  inspired by and read in conjunc-
tion with the poem of the same name 
by Allen Ginsberg.  

Th ough it can be hard to imagine a 
professor doing something other than 

sitting in an offi  ce and grading papers 
outside of class, Strand’s poetry is 

proof that Columbia professors 
often practice what they 

preach.

“The Seven 
Last Words of 
Christ” will be 

performed on Friday, 
March 6 at 7:30 
p.m. in Zankel Hall  
of Carnegie Hall at 
881 Seventh Ave. (at 

W. 56th Street)  
Tickets are $50-
$56, available at 
the Carnegie Hall 
Box Offi  ce. 

MUSIC

Columbia Professor Performs a Symphony of Words

Familiar Detective Novel Gets an Unfamiliar Treatment
BOOKS

BY JOSEPH CROSS 
Columbia Daily Spectator

The story of the “reluctant hero” 
is nothing new. We’re a l l famil-
iar with its basic components : an 
ordinary guy unwil l ingly goes on 
an adventure, saves the day, and 
thereby proves that he i s not so 
ordinary a f ter a l l. 

Heroes l ike Harr y Pot ter  and 
Neo of The Matr ix   a re so ubiq-
u itou s  in  popu la r  cu ltu re  t hat 
few authors a re able to use one 
in a way that feels orig ina l. But 
Jedediah Berry  d id it with his re-
cent ly published debut novel, The 
Manual of Detect ion  .  

The Manual of Detection tells the 
story of Charles Unwin,  an office clerk 
at a massive detective agency in an 
unnamed, rainy city much like New 
York. Unwin spends his days f iling 
meticulous reports for the legend-
ary detective Travis Sivart,  until one 
morning Sivart mysteriously disap-
pears and Unwin is forced to take his 
place. At f irst reluctant to accept the 

promotion, Unwin soon realizes that 
his years spent f iling Sivart’s reports 
have trained him perfectly for the job. 
Armed with only an umbrella and 
the agency’s “Manual of Detection” 
handbook, Unwin sets out to f ind 
the missing Sivart.

So far, Unwin sounds like a typi-
ca l,  boring, reluctant hero.” And 
he does predictably get mixed up 
in some huge myster ies, which he 
in turn solves heroica l ly. But the 
famil iar story is invigorated by it s 
posit ion in the fanta st ica l world 
Ber r y  c re ate s .  Detec t ive s  roa m 
t he s t ree t s  l i ke  k n ight s - er r a nt , 
sinister ca rniva l folk run webs of 
organized crime, and dream-detec-
t ion (reading people’s dreams) i s 
standard fa re. No one bats an eye 
in disbel ief when a femme fata le 
st ruts into Detect ive Unwin’s of-
f ice and says, “My name is Vera 
Truesda le,  and I ’m the v ict im of 
a terr ible myster y.” Berr y’s world 
i s just that cool.

The Manual  o f  Detec t ion  i s  a 
plea sant surpr i se for those who 

might think detect ive stories are 
only for diehard fans of the genre. 
It is equa l parts noir, sci-f i, fan-
tasy, and detective f ict ion. There 
a re elements of Minorit y Report ,  
R aymond Cha nd ler,   a nd Fra nz 
Kaf ka  a l l in the same paragraph—
Berry takes delight in mixing the 
styles and conventions of various 
genres, yielding a f inished product 
that is his a lone.

But even though The Manual of 
Detection has coolness in spades, 
it lacks the appropriate pacing for 
a myster y novel .  The revea l ing , 
puzzle-solved moments that should 
explode of f the page merely whim-
per. The tension is simply not tense 
enough, and it  never br ings the 
reader to the edge of their seat. I 
cha lk these shortfa l ls up to f irst-
novel jitters. Having only published 
short f iction before this, Berry isn’t 
yet ful ly acclimated to the pacing 
of the novel form. Hopeful ly with 
h i s next e f for t ,  he wi l l  lea rn to 
milk the crucia l moments for a l l 
they’re worth. 

Courtesy of Penguin Press
TWISTING TURNS |  Th e Manual of Detection 
off ers a strange and fantastical world.

Photo Illustration by Felix Vo



BY JIMMY HANG 

A recent trend in the movie industry is the renewed 
interest in 3-D fi lm. 3-D technology has certainly 
improved since the blue-and-red glasses of the 1950s. 
Some recent fi lms, like Bolt  and My Bloody Valentine,  
took advantage of this and heavily advertised their 
use of 3-D. However, this is perceived as one of the 
fi lm industry’s ways to lure audiences to theaters. As 
a result, consumers wonder if 3-D fi lms are nothing 
but commodities that the industry is selling and if 
this trend could even be considered art at all. What 
history tells us is that this situation is not new and 
that new technology in fi lm provides another tool 
to this unique art of storytelling.

Cinema wasn’t always thought of as an art form. 
At best, it was considered “entertainment.” At worst, 
maybe “trash” could be an appropriate word to de-
scribe it. Th e fi lm Singin’ in the Rain (1952) helps 
us look at the conception of art in the early 20th 
century. In the scene where silent-fi lm actor Don 
Lockwood meets Kathy Selden, Kathy tells him 
that she’s a stage actress. He lightly teases her, but 
she shrugs it off  and degrades his work by saying 
that the stage is at least a “dignifi ed profession” and 
Don is just a “shadow” on fi lm. Obviously, Kathy 
makes a clear distinction here between the high art 
of theater and the low art of cinema. 

One essay that provides good insight to this per-
ception of high art and low art is Avant-Garde and 
Kitsch  by Clement Greenburg  in 1939.  In the essay, 
Greenburg distinguishes high art and culture from 
“kitsch,” which he defi nes as “popular, commercial 
art and literature with their chromeotypes, maga-
zine covers, illustrations, ads, slick and pulp fi ction,

comics, Tin Pan Alley music, tap dancing, Hollywood 
movies, etc., etc.”  Greenburg acknowledges that all of 
these art forms were wildly popular with the general 
public, but their form and content were dumbed 
down for mass appeal. Greenburg’s idea to protect 
art and culture from this commodifi cation was to 
make it avant-garde—where form and aesthetics 
ruled over content—but there are problems with 
this argument. It completely belittles other art forms 
and promotes close-minded to experience. It also 
ignores art’s relationship with society.

Th e spiritual, emotional, and intellectual con-
nection between art and society is what makes art 
important. Without this connection, art becomes 
meaningless; art becomes decoration. Th is is why 
fi lm has remained one of the most popular art forms 
today. People are able to identify aspects of themselves 
in cinema. What 3-D stereoscopic technology does in 
fi lm isn’t removing the artistic elements, but adding 
a diff erent element to the way we experience cinema. 
Th e perception of depth becomes more realistic and 
it allows the audience to become more submerged 
in the fi rst-person experience or the third-person 
bystander. If 3-D technology isn’t annoying and it 
actually improves the experience of watching fi lm, 
why shouldn’t we embrace it?

Improved technology in 3-D fi lms will change 
the way we watch cinema, but this is nothing new. 
Th ere has always been resistance to change. 
Many worried that talking pictures would force 
the noisy camera to become stationary and rob 
cinema of its graceful camera movements, that 
audiences would focus on dialogue and ignore the 
visual elements, and that spoken dialogue would 
damage the universality of fi lm. During the 1950s, 
when television caused audiences to stay at home, 
the fi lm industry reinvented itself with widescreen 
aspect ratio, color, and less prudent censorship. 
Th ese features to lure back audiences were not just 
gimmicks even though they might have seemed 
so at fi rst—they eventually contributed to the

storytelling elements of fi lm. Watching Lawrence of 
Arabia or Star Wars in full screen black-and-white 
would not provide a satisfying experience. Th e same 
thing could be said about the fi lms of today and of 
future fi lms using 3-D stereoscopic technology. 

It is too early to see how 3-D technology will 
impact cinema. It may be a trend that quickly passes 
away like it has in previous decades or it may become 
the dominant way fi lms are shown. Th e future is 
hard to predict, but there are two important things 
to take away. One of them is that we shouldn’t create 
artifi cial distinctions between high art and “kitsch.” 
Such superfi cial distinctions limit our experience of art 
and life. It makes us come off  a bit snobby, too. Th e 
other important thing is that new technology is not 
necessarily the enemy. New technology allows new 
ways to approach, express, and experience art. You 
may end up loving 3-D fi lms or you may fi nd that 
they come off  completely cheesy. What ultimately 
decides the fate of 3-D fi lms is in our hands—if you 
like it, buy it. If you don’t, then don’t.

Th e author is a student in the School of General 
Studies majoring in fi lm studies.

 

Amid High Anticipation, Kim’s DVDs Will 
Soon Be Available to Students, Faculty, and 
Staff  

To the Editor: 
I am pleased to announce that I have good news 

to off er in response to the March 2 staff  editorial 
“Lights, Camera, Action.”  Th e DVDs recently 
donated to the Libraries from Kim’s Video and 
Music  will indeed circulate to students, faculty, 
and staff , with the exception of extremely rare or 
hard to replace titles. We are beginning the process 
of cataloging the DVDs, adding them to CLIO,  
and evaluating loan periods (defi nitely longer 
than a day!). Because there are so many titles, this 
will take some time, but we plan to have a sizable 
chunk of the collection available for checkout by 
the beginning of the fall 2009 semester.

Francie Mrkich,   Acting Director of Access 
Services and Head of Delivery Services,  Butler 
Library 

March 3, 2009

While Egg Donation Can Benefi t Infertile 
Couples, Spectator Should Not Print Ads for 
Donation Agencies 

To the Editor: 
In 2006 I wrote an opinion piece expressing 

my problem with egg donation solicitation on the 
Columbia campus. In “Taming the Wild West 
of Assisted Reproduction,”  Barnard President 
Debora Spar  points out that “while parenting 
and assisted reproduction may be the farthest 
things from the minds of current Barnard and 
Columbia students, one needs look no further 
than the classifi eds section of this very campus 
publication to fi nd advertisements off ering young 
women valuable compensation for their healthy 
eggs.” Spar is on target. In fact, for some time the 

Spectator Web site has been displaying an advertise-
ment for Prospective Families,  a Wellesley -based 
donation agency. 

Th e notice, prominent on most pages of the 
site, claims, “You can make a diff erence”—though 
it seems you can only do so if you are “21-30 with 
academic studies in humanities and/or interest 
in journalism, non-fi ction writing, academia, or 
publishing.” When I e-mailed the contact address 
in the ad, I found that the screening question-
naire required women to report their ethnicity. 
For a campus that voted no on ROTC  based on 
problems of discrimination, here’s another issue 
for you, and one of the reasons I fi nd compensated 
egg donation so objectionable. President Spar does 
a great job in her Spectator piece, and in her other 
writing, of describing the problems of “playing 
God” or making a designer baby. 

While I understand the amazing opportuni-
ties in vitro fertilization and egg donation off er to 
infertile couples, there is simply too little research 
on the lasting consequences of the hormonal and 
psychological eff ects of the donation procedures 
on egg donors. Additionally, donors are usually 
required to sign away their medical and family 
information to agencies and agree that they will 
not pursue legal action if the information gets 
into the wrong hands. Th is clearly signifi es a 
lack of protection for donors. Among a multi-
tude of problems the ad brings to mind, I feel it 
is fundamentally wrong to promote the sale (not 
donation) of Columbia undergraduates’ gametes 
in such a public forum for student voices. 

In my opinion, Spectator should not be condon-
ing the recruitment of egg donors at Columbia 
by displaying agency ads. Egg donation, in my 
view, is simply not a safe, ethical, or wise choice 
for women at this point. While I don’t wish to 
single out Prospective Families, as they are far 
from being the only agency to target college 
women, I simply call on Spectator to cease ad sales 
to fertility clinics. Spectator disseminates news 
and opinions about and for undergraduates and 
should not indirectly support the recruitment 
of egg donors. 

Emily Rose Jordan, CC ’09 
Feb. 28, 2009

 Column Makes Improper Comparison 
Between European History and Gaza Confl ict 

To the Editor: 
Comparing the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict to 

European history as columnist Rudi Batzell  does in 
his Feb. 25 piece “National Atrocities and Collective 
Punishment”  is like trying to ram a square peg into 
a round hole. Besides, the Middle Eastern confl ict 
has to be understood on its own terms, so analogies 
are not helpful. Batzell decries the moral equivalence 
often struck in the media between the Palestinian-
directed rocket barrages targeting Israeli cities and 
the toll of Gazan civilian casualties caught in the 
crossfi re of battles during the recent war. I agree 
that the onus is diff erent, but I fi nd Hamas’  bel-
ligerence much more worthy of moral condemna-
tion. Batzell implies that Israel has the less moral 
position because it suff ered fewer casualties. What 
an absurd argument! His article complains that 
some media “vilifi ed Hamas as barbarous terror-
ists deliberately targeting innocent Israeli civilians, 
and praised Israel’s restraint.” Does Batzell deny the 
truth of this assessment? Hamas has been commit-
ting atrocities for years. Moreover, the apparently 
sarcastic reference to “the evocative faces of Israeli 
civilians ... fi lled with fear and anguish” is a 100 
percent accurate description of Israelis in Sderot,  
Ashdod,  Ashkelon,  Beersheba,  etc., during the reign 
of terror from the skies. I was in Israel last January 
and I saw that fear and anguish in television inter-
views and newspaper photographs. However, the 
Israeli media also publicized the ravages of war in 
Gaza, and the toll on its civilians was hotly debated. 
Israel has many war dissenters, but the prevailing 
attitude was, “Ein brera [no choice],  we have no 
choice because the Gazans refuse to let us live in 
peace and we cannot continue allowing them to 
bomb us day and night with rockets.” Gaza needs 
leadership that believes in peace and coexistence, 
because Israel will continue to do what it must to 
survive in that hostile neighborhood. Every nation 
has a right to self-defense. 

Dr. Leonard M. Druyan,  senior research
scientist and member, Scientists for Peace in the 
Middle East 

Feb. 26, 2009

Letters to the 
Editor

Looking on the 
Bright Side

With the U.S. economy 
at its worst since the 
Great Depression, job 

prospects for college students 
and recent graduates are dismal. 
Th e outlook seems especially 
troubling for those looking for 
jobs in business and fi nance. 
While recessions bring hard 
times, they can also provide 
an opportunity to re-examine 
future plans. Students should 
try to make best of the current 
crisis by exploring vocations 
they have not considered be-
fore and by utilizing Columbia’s 
Center for Career Education, 
and Barnard College’s Offi  ce 
of Career Development.

Columbia students have 
long been lured to the likes of 
Lehman Brothers and UBS, but 
in the current crisis these pos-
sibilities have dwindled—info 
sessions are tense, offers are 
scarce, and once certain career 
paths appear shaky. However, 
these circumstances can unex-
pectedly unlock doors to un-
discovered passions. Columbia 
offers career fairs in diverse 
professions for students looking 
to explore new fields. While 
considering a “plan B” may be 

painful, it may lead to unan-
ticipated opportunities.

Students should make the 
most of this diffi  cult economy 
by rethinking “standard” career 
trajectories they may have felt 
pressured into. Civil service, 
community activism, non-profi t, 
environmental, and teaching 
careers are just a few examples 
of options that await students 
and graduates. Despite a lack of 
generous starting salaries, these 
fi elds can provide the reward of 
seeing direct and often immedi-
ate impacts on society. Attending 
career fa irs—such as this 
Friday’s All Ivy Environmental 
and Sustainable Development 
Career Fair and the Not-For-
Profi t and Public Service Career 
Fairs, hosted by the Center for 
Career Education—could indeed 
be the fi rst step.

Th ese jobs, and many oth-
ers, may have otherwise been 
overlooked due to the allure 
of high starting salaries and 
prestigious titles. Th is period 
of economic turbulence, despite 
the challenges it presents, may 
also allow students to uncover 
interests that lead to dream jobs 
they never imagined.
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Staff Editorial

POLITICS ON STILTS

In campus jour-
nalism, censor-
ship can be 

insidious, preemptive 
rather than reactive.  
Here is an example: 
last spring I wrote an 
article, regrettably, for 
a certain publication.  
It was a personal 
history on growing 
up with Super Smash 
Brothers, mixed with 
a review of the new 
installment.  Th e 

personal history, like my social set or the kind of 
people who play Smash, was male-dominated.

My editor accused me of employing “mi-
sogynistic rhetoric.”  What could I do?  She was 
judge, jury, executioner, and arbiter of taste and 
decency.  To her feminist agenda—and to her, 
even my professed dislike of women’s basketball 
was rank bigotry—it was “off ensive”; it could 
not stand as is.  Who the hell did she think she 
was?  Bowdlerized by my hand, the story ran.

*
Th e Spec is hardly immune.  Once upon a 

time, an old opinion editor threatened to fi re 
Chris Kulawik; had she succeeded, the page 
would have lost its strongest writer and its most 
thorough reasoner, because hardly anyone (my-
self least of all) agreed with what he had to say.  
(At least, unlike his idol Ayn Rand, Kulawik 
was logically consistent.)  Why?  Beneath the 
fl imsy pretense of factual error—and everyone 
makes mistakes sometimes—the editor alleged 
his content was “off ensive.”  Who the hell did 
she think she was?

*
So we have two cases. In the fi rst, the “of-

fensive” matter was edited and its creator tacitly 

deemed guilty.  In the second, the “off ensive” 
matter stood as it was; Kulawik for better or for 
worse wrote until graduation.

One common thread is the dangerous 
precedent that each case sets: censorship always 
begets more censorship.  Akin to anti-intellec-
tualism, the mere threat or specter of censorship 
hampers free discourse.  

Another common thread is women cen-
soring men; this dynamic is integral to the 
“off ensive” pretense.  Along with this, note 
the number of columns that have appeared 
in Spec over the last few years crudely fi n-
gering every White man as a racist and the 
author (who has 900 words in a prestigious 
university’s paper every two weeks) as op-
pressed.  On the face of it, this is absurd and 
racist: but because the tone is “off ended,” it 
cannot be “off ensive.”

*
Th e easiest way to not be “off ensive” is there-

fore to act “off ended” yourself.  As a White male 
I can’t really be off ended, but everyone else can; 
it is thus that men can’t write about women, 
White people can’t write about other ethnicities; 
but other ethnicities can say anything about 
White people, and women can censor things 
written by men.  Who the hell do they think 
they are?

*
Being “off ended” is not something that just 

happens; it is a conscious choice, a meditated-
upon reaction that refuses to critically engage 
with something.  It is therefore always wrong —
a bad reading habit that might be dispelled by a 
diff erent Lit Hum—and always mixed in with 
self-righteousness.

Th ings are censored due to insecurity on 
the part of the editor.  Nothing is more gutless 
than arbitrarily cutting something; the sham 
display of authority is a perfect illustration of 

how insecurity and self-righteousness and being 
“off ended” are basically the same thing.

Insecure, self-righteous, and self-serving: 
for behind an act like this is the notion that a 
publication exists only for itself.  Th ere’s a chain 
of command at most publications; the writer is 
subordinated to the editor; the editor at the top 
has carte blanche to act as judge, jury, execu-
tioner, and arbiter of taste and decency.  With 
one exception: public opinion can act as a check 
on this otherwise limitless power; Kulawik was 
spared in part because of the shit-storm it would 
have stirred up.  But this happens too rarely at 
Columbia, though a publication exists for its 
readers more so than for its writers.

In the absence of this balance the hypocrisy 
grows worse: the censor assumes the authority 
of a public fi gure but none of the responsibility, 
which includes airing the thoughts of those that 
disagree with you.  Disagreement is critical, and 
it is a function of diversity: the matriarchy that 
at many publications has replaced the old boys’ 
clubs of fi ve years ago is just as bad.

Until the culture of being “off ended” and 
pandering to those phantoms who might be 
“off ended” is obliterated, everything will be an 
exercise in self-weakening self-abuse, insecure 
people stroking the wounded egos of other 
insecure people: Spec will continue to weaken 
Spec in the same way the Core weakens itself 
and Obama undermines Obama.  Destruction 
and decline are so often inside jobs at Columbia:  
once you start to believe your own bullshit, it 
turns into reality; if you’re a public fi gure, it can 
also turn into other people’s reality.  Who the 
hell do they think they are?

Chris Morris-Lent is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in English. Blood, Toil, Tears & Sweat 

runs alternate Th ursdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

Who the Hell Do They Think They Are?

3-D Films: 
Kitsch or Art?

insidious, preemptive 
rather than reactive.  
Here is an example: 
last spring I wrote an 
article, regrettably, for 
a certain publication.  
It was a personal 

B L O O D,  T O I L ,  
T E A R S  &  S W E AT

C H R I S
M O R R I S - L E N T  
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CHANNA BAO 

SHAINA RUBIN 

Correction
In the op-ed that ran on March 3, “Divestment from the Israeli Occupation 
of Palestine,” the writer claimed that Hampshire College divested from the 
occupation. Hampshire College denies that its divestment decision was related 
to Israel or the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict.

Th e Spectator is committed to fair and accurate reporting. If you know of an 
error please inform us at copy@columbiaspectator.com.
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HEALTHY CHILD VOLUNTEERS need-
ed for CU study on emotion. Partici-
pants must be 10-17 years old. Kids 
will look at photographs and answer 
questions about emotions. Pay is $12 
per hour. Parents can learn more by 
calling (212) 854-9816 or e-mailing 
SCAN.kids@gmail.com.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

TYPIST EDITOR
Do you wish there were more time in 
a day? I will type and/or edit any pa-
per for you at a reasonable rate. Just 
call me at (917) 664-2132.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!  
Gain an edge for the competitive job 
market. Improve communication with 
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed 
speech and language therapist with 
special training in accent reduction. 
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed. 
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932- 
3047.

CLEANING 
Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans 
apartments and rooms. We provide all 
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very 
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.

READ THE BACKSTORY BEHIND a 
Censored NYTimes Political Cartoon: 
www.USMediaAndIsrael.com

LOOKING FOR A LIFE-CHANGING 
summer internship? Eager to work with 
talented peers and high school stu-
dents? Want to stay on campus and 
explore NYC while testing and devel-
oping your leadership skills? CU’s In-
ternship in Building Community can 
make all that possible. For more info 
go to www.ce.columbia.edu/ibc. Appli-
cation deadline is March 13, 2009.
MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGOTM MINDSTORMSTM 
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info 
to: mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com

P/T PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE avail: 
86 St & Amsterdam Ave. Mon 8 am-5 
pm; Thurs 1-5 pm; all day Friday and 
weekends. Contact Phyllis Lowinger, 
LCSW (212) 666-3400. E-mail phyl-
low @aol.com  

COUNSELING—DEEP Psychotherapy. 
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears, 
social challenges, intimacy, and gay 
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914) 
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.
PSYCHOTHERAPIST with specialty 
in Infertility and Adoption, Third Party 
Reproduction. 86 St & Amsterdam 
Ave. Contact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW 
(212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.
com

WEIGHT OR EATING PROBLEMS? 
St Luke’s Hospital (114 St & Amster-
dam). Overweight individuals, 18-65, 
weekly individual or group counseling. 
Low fee. (212) 523-4180 or stlukes.
weightloss@gmail.com

APTS, SUBLETS & ROOMMATES
All NY and US cities. Browse and post 
listings FREE. Visit www.sublet.com or 
call 1 (877) 367-7368.
NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum 
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson. 
com. (212) 875-2970.
SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park, 
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4 
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699 
to 1799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113. 
com

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with 
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail 
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential. 
www.MyDonor.net

ACTIVISTS: 
Become an intricate part of a leading 
humanitarian relief organization. Work 
for Grassroots Campaigns Inc on Save 
the Children campaigns to help them 
create positive and lasting change for 
children in need worldwide! Earn $1400-
$2200/mo. FT/PT and career oppor-
tunities available. Great for students! 
Call Jess: (212) 219-1502.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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bigs (Tyler, Foote, and Jason 
Hartford), allowing one to rest. 
This year, they have not got-
ten enough from Kreefer to do 
that. This has produced poor 
performances offensively and 
defensively against fellow bigs, 
resulting in losses at Harvard 
and Princeton. 

This could all be for 
naught if Cornell takes care 
of business or Princeton loss-
es at Columbia—something 
that could occur given the 
Lions’ strong performance 
at home and that a number 
of Columbia’s key players 
have taken time off. If it falls 
Princeton’s way, it’ll essen-
tially set up a one-game play-
off at Cornell to see if there is 
another one-game playoff.

While this may sound 
confusing, here are the facts: 
since the Ivy League has no 
tournament, if two teams 

finish tied in the standings, 
they play a one-game playoff 
to see who goes to the NCAA 
Tournament. The league 
picks a neutral location (as 
was the case last year when 
there was three-team play-in 
at Columbia for the women’s 
crown). 

The possibility of this is 
quite exciting. A one-game 
play-in could garner some tele-
vision rights for the League. 
Since it is such a rarity— this 
last happened in 2002 with 
Yale, Princeton, and Penn 
all tying—it could produce 
some excitement in a league 
that currently needs it. Up 
until last season, any journal-
ist could have projected either 
Penn or Princeton winning the 
league. 

Now, with Cornell sup-
planting the Killer P’s at the 
top, any sort of upset would be 
beneficial to the Ivy League. If 
this play-in game were to hap-

pen, and Princeton were to win 
(I know, I am clearly jumping 
ahead, considering that I think 
Columbia has a great chance 
of dashing the Tigers’ hopes), 
it would send two Ivy League 
teams to playoff basketball 
for only the third time since 
2000. Cornell, with a current 
RPI rating of 100, is on the 
cusp of making the National 
Invitation Tournament if it 
were to lose the League. 

On the flip side, Cornell 
losing the League would most 
likely put Princeton in the 65-
game in the NCAA tourna-
ment. So what should you root 
for this weekend? Columbia 
squashing Princeton’s hopes, so 
that the Lions assure a .500 fin-
ish and Cornell plays a probable 
3-seed in the NCAA tourna-
ment. 

Max Puro is a Columbia 
College senior majoring in history. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Lions Can Cut Tigers’ Season Short

in my knee,” Civan said. “I was 
scared to get in certain posi-
tions.”

This fear would only get worse 
as four matches into his fresh-
man campaign, Civan tore the 
meniscus in his same knee. He 
had the meniscus repaired and 
was healthy entering his sopho-
more year. By early September 
he found himself in the trainer’s 
office again, troubled by the same 
knee. This time, having torn the 
same meniscus, he decided to just 
have it removed.

“In wrestling all your joints 
get wrenched a lot,” he said. “It’s 
part of the sport. I’m a flexible 
wrestler so I get into weird posi-
tions and when I was younger I 
could just have it bend the wrong 
way and be fine.”

Fortunately for Civan, because 
the injury occurred so early in 
the year, he would be able to 
wrestle for most of this season. 
Yet taking almost two full years 
off from competition was admit-
tedly a large hurdle.

“It was a confidence issue. 
He didn’t believe he was in good 
enough physical condition,” head 
coach Brendan Buckley said. 

“I had the third injury in 
September so I missed the first 

part of the preseason and was a 
little out of shape,” Civan added. 
“I hadn’t competed in so long.”

It showed at f irst a s he 
dropped several of his early 
matches — ones Civan believes 
he should have won.

“It’s obviously been a tough 
road to come back from all the 
injuries,” he said. “The season 
has been pretty good but it 
could have been better.”

While he feels he could 
have been bet ter in non-
league play, it is clear from 
speaking with Civan that he 
was focused on one loss in  
particular—his only one in 
Ivy play.

Civan’s first-ever Ivy match 
pitted him against Mack Lewnes 
of Cornell. Cornell has dominated 
the Ivy League for nearly two 
decades and is currently ranked 
second in the nation. Lewnes en-
tered the match undefeated and 
ranked as the nation’s top wrestler 
at the 165-pound level.

None of this phased Civan.
He claimed a lead 33 seconds 

into the match with a takedown 
and ended the first period tied 
at 3. He then fell behind 6-4 at 
the end of the second period but 
started the third with an escape 
to draw within one. He soon got 
the chance to end Lewnes’ un-

defeated season by taking a 7-6 
lead with 36 seconds remaining. 
Yet, Lewnes would not be denied, 
using a reversal with 11 seconds 
left to earn the 8-7 decision. Little 
did Civan know, that loss cost 
him his second chance at perfec-
tion—a perfect Ivy season. 

“In the duel against Cornell 
that was a big confidence booster,” 
Buckley said. “I think that really 
motivated him.”

Civan proceeded to breeze 
his way through the rest of the 
Ivy season, winning all four of 
his matches. He was named to 
the All-Ivy second team with 
Lewnes taking the spot on the 
first team.

“He’s one of those guys when 
we put him out on there we expect 
him to win,” Buckley said.

This weekend he gets his 
chance at revenge in the Eastern 
Intercol leg iate  Wre s t l ing 
Association Championships, 
where he’ll be joined by three 
top-15 wrestlers in his weight 
class, including Lewnes. Three 
spots at the NCAA champion-
ships are up for grabs.

With his confidence restored 
and a healthy knee, Civan has 
another chance at perfection.

“This is a big weekend,” he 
said. “My expectation is to make 
it to nationals.” 

Civan Maintains High Expectations 
WRESTLING from  page 8

BASKETBALL from  page 8
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SPORTS
BY MICHELE CLEARY 

Spectator Staff  Writer

“Prepare, trust, play.”
This is softball head coach Kayla 

Noonan’s  motto for the team this 
season. After finishing last in the 
South Division of the Ivy League  
last season with an overall record 
of 15-33 (3-17 Ivy), the Columbia  
softball team is looking to use this 
motto to improve its record.

Th e Lions  begin this season with 
a very young and rather small roster. 
Having lost two seniors to gradua-
tion—Rachael Gargano  and second 
team All-Ivy  selection Ciji Rich —and 
fi ve current juniors, nine of the 13 
spots on the roster are fi lled by fresh-
men and sophomores. According to 
Noonan, preparation and trust are 
crucial for such a young team.

“We have a pretty young roster 
so I want each of them to feel con-
fident that they are doing the work, 
putting in the reps in practice, so 
that they can then trust that and just 
go out and have fun and do what 
they do best,” Noonan said.

Lack of collegiate experience 
is not the only obstacle faced by 
the Light Blue,  as the relatively 
small size of its roster will also be 
a challenge throughout the season. 
Besides Princeton  (which also has 
13 players), the other Ivy teams have 
anywhere from 15 to 23 players.

“We’ve had small rosters in the 
past,” Noonan said. “I think it just 
takes everyone staying on task and 
making sure that they’re doing what 
they need to be doing, making sure 
they’re asking each other for help. 
I think it actually can help you 
because it fosters that teamwork 
that you’re always looking for in 
a team sport.”

Th e new additions will have to play a 
crucial role this season. Columbia added 
sophomore utility player Valerie Berrin,  
freshmen Kayla Lechler,  a catcher, and 
Jessica Rakonza,  a pitcher. 

According to Noonan, Lechler’s 
most important contribution will 
be her bat. As of right now, she 
will probably bat somewhere in the 
middle of the lineup. On the other 
hand, Rakonza will add variation 
to the pitching staff. 

“She [Rakonza] has had some 
really fantastic workouts in the 
last couple of days throwing live 
against our team,” Noonan said. 
“She brings a little bit different 
looks. She has a couple of dif-
ferent pitches than some other 
pitchers on our staff so she’s a 
good arm to add.”

The few returning starters will 
also greatly inf luence the perfor-
mance of the team. Along with 
Rich, junior Dani Pineda  was 
the only other Lion named to an 
All-Ivy team. The first baseman 
and outf ielder batted .313 last 
season, while leading the team 
with eight stolen bases. 

Another key returning player 
is senior shortstop Keli Leong,  
who batted a team-best .342 last 
season. She is the only player in 
program history to record more 
than 50 hits in a season three 
seasons in a row.

The Light Blue a lso return 
sophomore  pit cher  Ma g g ie 
Johnson . Johnson recorded the 
lowest ERA on the team last year, 
4.24, and struck out 81 batters in 
142 innings.

Even though the Lions have 
over three weeks and 20 noncon-
ference games before league play 
begins, they are already focusing 
on Ivy season. For Noonan this 
means staying focused on the 
task at hand, something her squad 
struggled with last season.

“We’re really looking to stay 
in the moment instead of look-
ing ahead,” Noonan said. “To be 
there pitch by pitch, to make the 
play that is important to us right 
then and there.”

Because of this stress on remain-
ing in the present, Noonan is less 
concerned with the opponent than 
how her team plays.

“I think every single time we are 
out on the fi eld playing we want to get 
better, we want to get better, we want 
to get better,” Noonan said. “Rarely 
are we playing the other team, we’re 
always sort of playing ourselves.”

However, Noonan indicated 
that reigning champion Princeton, 
which is also in the South Division, 
will provide a difficult challenge 
for the Lions, as will Harvard,  
which finished first in the North 
Division. 

The Lions begin their season 
this weekend with fi ve games in 
Florida. 

BY LUCAS SHAW 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

Perfection. 
Th e impossible goal dreamt of by every athlete. 

Just like a World Series  trophy or an Olympic  gold 
medal, a perfect record is something that no one can 
take away. It is the ultimate confi dence booster.

For Eren Civan , it is both a painful reminder 
and a constant source of encouragement. Twice, 
the sophomore wrestler has had it within his grasp 
and twice he has fallen just short. 

Civan’s fi rst glimpse at perfection came in high 
school. He exploded onto the scene at Maryland’s Walt 
Whitman High School , going undefeated and winning 
a state championship at the 130-pound weight class 
as a freshman. Having started the sport as a second 
grader, he already had a lot of experience.

“Back then it was fun,” Civan said. “I was a 
physical kid. I liked the combat aspect. It was why 
my dad suggested I start.”

Sophomore year Civan moved up to the 140-pound 
division, and again he went undefeated en route to a 
state title. Despite another move up his junior year, this 
time to 152 pounds, the results stayed the same. 

Going undefeated tends to merit accolades and Civan 
hauled them in. He was named to the Washington Post 
all-Met Team  in 2005, his sophomore year, and his 
junior season he not only made all-Met but was also 
named the All-Met Wrestler of the Year .

Given his dominance in Maryland, Civan tested 
his chances at national tournaments and again he 
found stiff  opposition hard to fi nd. He was the 2005 
Cadet National  champion in Freestyle and Greco-
Roman , the two styles featured in the Olympics. 
Th e next year, he was the FILA Cadet National  
champion in Freestyle and OW.

“Besides the pressure with success, which you’ll 
face at any time in your career, it helps because 
wrestling is such a mental sport that confi dence 
plays a huge part,” Civan said.

His senior campaign, Civan got an opportunity 
to get revenge for a prior defeat, dating all the way 
back to middle school. Having compiled a 135-0 
high school record, he was well on his way to another 
fourth state championship when he met Caravel 
Academy’s  Luke Rebertus  in the fi nals of Mount 
Mat Madness  on January 13, 2007.

Against Rebertus, Civan began to feel pain in his 
knee during the fi rst period. Th e referee stopped play, 
but Civan continued after an injury timeout. Up 1-0 
in the second period, his knee buckled as he tried to 
put weight on it and the match was called. He still 
had not been pinned or lost by decision but his record 
stood at 135-1 and his high school career was over. 
He had torn his anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) and 
medial collateral ligament (MCL) in his knee.

“I definitely took a hit in terms of confidence 

EREN CIVANEREN CIVAN
Columbia College ’11
WEIGHT:  165
RECORD:  
    2007-2008:  
       2-2  Overall, 0-0 Ivy
    2008-2009: 
       15-9 Overall, 4-1 Ivy
ACHIEVEMENT:  
    3 time Maryland State Champ (2004, 2005, 2006)
    Amateur Wrestling News Scholastic All-American
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For the past two years, I 
have written columns, 
discussed in depth with 

friends, and even published a 
faux letter to the Ivy League 
pleading with them about 
an Ivy League tournament 
for basketball. Th is weekend, 
my wish may be granted.

Many, including myself, 
expected Cornell to run away 
with the League this year. 
Sure, all-Ivy League performer 
Adam Gore  re-injured his 
knee. And sure, Louis Dale  

missed the fi rst half of the season. But with the core 
still intact from last year’s 14-0 squad, anything short of 
another perfect campaign would be a disappointment.

Cornell returned 76.8 percent of its scoring 
from a year ago. Furthermore, the talent among 
the Ivy League was expected to be down. Th e 
teams were younger. Graduation deprived Brown 
of two all-Ivy players (Damon Huff man  and 
Mark McAndrew ), Columbia of two-time all-Ivy 
Leaguer John Baumann,  and Yale of Eric Flato.  

With so many unknowns and a recruiting class 
that was supposedly near a top-50 mark at Harvard, 
nobody could tell who was going to follow the Big 
Red. Cornell was the unanimous choice in the pre-
season poll, followed by Penn, Yale, Harvard, and 
Brown lumped together. Surprisingly, the bottom three 
(Columbia, Dartmouth and Princeton) are currently 
ahead of the pre-season top four (except for Yale). 

So what gives? How come Cornell has 
lost three Ivy games this season? 

Despite playing challenging road non-confer-
ence games, such as at Siena,  Indiana,  Syracuse,  and 
Minnesota,  the Big Red has struggled away from home 
(they currently have a 19-game home winning streak). 
In the Ivy League, they possess only a 4-3 road record.

Further, Cornell’s scoring and fi eld goal percentages 
have been down from last season. While Ryan Wittman  
and Geoff  Reeves  have improved statistically in nearly 
every area, they have taken the biggest hit up front. 

Jeff  Foote  has developed into one of the best big men 
in the League. But aside from him, Cornell has gotten 
inconsistent play from Alex Tyler  and Brian Kreefer.  
During their undefeated season, Cornell rotated three 

friends, and even published a 
faux letter to the Ivy League 
pleading with them about 
an Ivy League tournament 
for basketball. Th is weekend, 
my wish may be granted.

P U R E  
O V E R T I M E

M A X
P U R O  

Will There Be 
An Ivy Playoff 
This Weekend? 

Th e Columbia baseball team 
will travel to Charloote, 

North Carolina this weekend 
to face UNC Charlotte. 

TOMORROW

Th e  men’s basketball team 
will face Princeton and Penn 

in the fi nal games of the 
season on Friday and Saturday.

Eren Civan  Sets Sights On Nationals 

Daniel Yeow  / Staff  Photographer
PLAY BALL  |  After a disappointing campaign, the Columbia softball team will 
have to rely on freshman and sophomore in a highly competitive Ivy League. 

BY JON TAYLER 
Spectator Senior Staff  Writer

Columbia lacrosse continued to roll through its 
nonconference schedule, defeating Wagner  12-7 in 
an afternoon game in Staten Island.  Th e win pushes 
the Lions to 3-0 on the season, the team’s best start 
since the 2006 season.

Th ings started off  with a bang. Only 52 seconds 
into the game, the Light Blue  jumped out to a 1-0 
lead on an unassisted goal by Holly Glynn.  Th e 
Seahawks  rattled off  two straight goals in a two-
minute span to snatch back the lead, but Columbia 
tied things up just two-and-a-half minutes later on 
with a goal by Gabrielle Geronimos.  Wagner retook 
the lead on an unassisted goal three minutes later, 
and things quieted down after that. But with six 
minutes left in the half, Lauren Olsen  made the most 
of a free position shot to tie the game once more, 
and just before the break, Rachael Ryan  added a 
goal to give Columbia the 4-3 lead.

Th e Lions’ off ense quickly found its footing in the 
second half, blitzing the Seahawks with 16 shots and 
eight goals. Brittany Shannon  led the Columbia charge, 

scoring all three of her goals after the break, including two 
in a fi ve-minute span to give the Light Blue a 7-4 lead. 
A goal by Wagner’s Lauren Petrik  pulled the Seahawks 
within two, but that was as close as they would get, with 
Geronimos scoring twice in under a minute to push the 
lead to 9-5. Goals by Shannon, Ryan, and Olsen capped 
the scoring and gave the Lions their third straight game 
in which they’ve scored 10 goals or more.

Shannon was the team’s leading scorer again and now 
leads Columbia with 13 goals. Glynn, who tallied two 
scores, is second with 11. Geronimos chipped in her fi rst 
goals of the season with three, while Ryan and Olsen 
rounded out the scoring with two goals a piece.

Defensively, it was another strong eff ort for the Lions, 
who held an opponent to 10 goals-or-fewer for the third 
time this season. Goalkeeper Emma Mintz  registered 10 
saves on the day, a season high, while boosting her save 
percentage to .457. In total, Columbia has allowed just 
25 goals to its opponents while racking up 41.

Th e Lions will take a short break before return-
ing to action on Saturday to face Marist  on the 
road. Th is weekend’s contest will be the team’s 
second-to-last nonconference tilt before beginning 
Ivy League play on March 14. 

Lacrosse Off to Best Start Since 2006

CU Softball To Rely 
On Young Roster 

SEE  WRESTLING, page 7

SEE BASKETBALL, page 7

TOMORROW
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