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ANDTHISISIT | Kevin Bulger, Patrick Foley, and Niko Scott will take to the court for the last time this weekend. See back page.

Students question media role in gender-neutral policy delay

BY LEAH GREENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

Despite negative media re-
ports last semester that suggested

gender-neutral housing was a way
dents to share

3Q
say they were
students say they are disappointed

for ‘amorous - "GanqerNeytral
a room, cam-

never interested in making their
that the negative coverage, most

Columbia stu- Housing
pus couples
love nest in McBain. And now,

notably from the New York Post,
which said the proposal would al-
low couples to “live in sin on their
parents’ dime,” may have played a
role in the policy’s delay.

Two weeks ago, Dean of Student
Affairs Kevin Shollenberger an-
nounced that gender-neutral
housing, which would allow for
mixed-gender doubles, would not
be available for the 2010-2011 lot-
tery, but also said that the admin-
istration is seriously considering a
pilot program for the 2011-2012
school year. This delay, based on a
need for more time, according to

administrators, surprised students
who had drafted the proposal and
were confident it would pass.
Sean Udell, vice president of
the Columbia College class of 2011
and treasurer for Columbia Queer
Alliance, said that the national me-
dia attention that framed the pro-
posal as a push for “co-ed” housing,
as opposed to gender-neutral hous-
ing, “gave the administration the
ammunition to delay the process”
“If this hadn’t been brought
out into the national conversa-
tion in such a misguided way I
think wed be in a very different

place right now;” he said.

Kati Fitzgerald, BC 10, said she
and her boyfriend of several years
were disappointed to hear that the
proposal had been delayed, but not
because they were ever interested in
living together.

“I don't think we wouldve
thought, ‘Oh goodie, theres a new
policy that’ll let us live in Watt to-
gether]” she said. “T really don't
think that would be the deciding
factor for us moving in together.”

She added that she believes the

SEE GENDER-NEUTRAL, page 2

Charles Rangel steps
down as chairman

Congressman on leave amid
allegations of ethics violations

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Congressman Charles Rangel,
who represents Northern
Manhattan, announced on
Wednesday that he is temporarily
stepping down from his post as
chairman of the powerful House
Ways and Means Committee.

Rangel sent a letter on
Wednesday morning to House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi requesting
a leave of absence as the House
Ethics Committee completes its
investigation of his tax and finan-
cial transactions.

Rangel, who has represented
Harlem since 1971, faces allega-
tions that include falsely disclos-
ing his personal assets, failing to
pay federal income taxes on a va-
cation property, and renting rent-
stabilized apartments in Harlem
at rates far below market value,
despite rules prohibiting House
members from accepting gifts
that cost above $50.

Rangel said at a press confer-
ence that he was taking a leave
of absence “in order to avoid my
colleagues having to defend me
during their elections”

And some local politicians say
that while many of the charges
could be unwarranted, several
allegations leave him with no
other choice but to relinquish
the gavel.

Curtis Arluck, a District
Leader of the New York County
Democratic Committee and
member of the Broadway
Democrats—the  official
Democratic organization for
Morningside Heights—said that
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SETBACK | Charles Rangel stepped
down from Ways and Means.

he only felt strongly about the
charge in 2008 suggesting that
Rangel had preserved a tax break
for an oil-drilling company in ex-
change for a $1 million contribu-
tion to a public-policy school that
would bear his name.

“In light of that serious allega-
tion, the decision to step down
temporarily is the correct one,”
Arluck said, adding, “I find this
whole matter heart breaking. ...
It’s a shame that Rangel’s distin-
guished career is winding up in
this cloud”

Some say that what Rangel
calls a “leave of absence” might be
a euphemism for his permanent
departure, one which may have
been on its way since the House
ethics panel began its inquiry two
years ago.

“The intention of saying that
he is temporarily stepping down is
essentially to not make him feel so
bad,” New York Democratic con-
sultant Hank Sheinkopf said. “It’s

SEE RANGEL, page 6

Julia Stiles, CC 05, alumni
receive John Jay Awards

BY ALIX PIANIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For actress Julia Stiles, CC 05,
Wednesday night marked the be-
ginning of the end.

“It’s all downhill from here,”
Stiles, 28, joked at the John Jay
Awards, the annual event hosted
by the Columbia College Alumni
Association honoring five alumni
for professional achievements.

As the youngest of five recipi-
ents, Stiles said this was a surreal
experience. “I feel like I graduated,”
she said.

The other winners this year were
David Rosand, CC ’59 and Meyer
Schapiro Professor of Art History,
Brian Krisberg, CC 81, chair of
the Columbia College Alumni
Association Board of Directors,
Frank Lopez-Balboa, CC 82, a
managing director of Goldman
Sachs, and Tracy Maitland, CC

’82, president and chief invest-
ment officer of Advent Capital
Management.

The recipients gathered with
hundreds of students, alumni, and
administrators in a restored Grand
Central Terminal on 42nd Street for
the dinner’s 32nd year.

The event benefits the John Jay
National Scholarship Program. This
year, the event raised over a million
dollars, William Campbell, CC’62,
chair of the board of trustees, said.

But Columbia College Dean
Michele Moody-Adams remind-
ed patrons that there was still an
uphill financial battle ahead, even
though difficult times can encour-
age innovation. “It is in the times
of substantial challenge that acts of
courage and commitment can have
the greatest consequences,” Moody-
Adams said.

SEE JOHN JAY AWARDS, page 2
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RECOGNITION | Julia Stiles, CC 05, with University President Lee Bollinger
at the annual John Jay Awards, at Grand Central this year.

Nursing home may give P.S. 163 room to expand

BY SARAH DARVILLE
Spectator Staff Writer

The answer to P.S. 163’s prob-
lems of overcrowding may lie in
the block’s newest nursing home.

P.S. 163, an elementary
school on 97th Street between
Amsterdam and Columbus ave-
nues, may get a chance to expand
with the potential construction
of a controversial new facility for
Jewish Home Lifecare.

The school is in discussions
with JHL to secure space in the
nursing home’s new building on
100th Street when it is constructed,
and to possibly to build a bridge
between the two buildings.

JHL hopes to develop a 22-sto-
ry facility through a land swap
with developer Chetrit Group, by
which the nursing home would
gain property on 100th Street,
currently owned by Chetrit. In
this swap, Chetrit would develop
on JHLIs current site on 106th.

Ethan Geto, spokesperson
for JHL, said that the group has
been speaking with the school
about including pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten class-
rooms as well as art or music
rooms in the new facility.

“The school has said that
they have not made up their
minds about some or all of the
kinds of spaces they want, so we
are waiting on them,” he said.

If the school did request
extensive space, Geto said the
building’s architectural plans
would have to be amended.

“We can’t do all of that with-
in original plan for the nurs-
ing home—that space is allo-
cated to skilled nursing care.

SARAH DARVILLE FOR SPECTATOR

SEARCHING FOR SPACE| PS. 163 on 97th Street, between Amsterdam and Columbus, is looking to expand into a
potential nursing home on 100th Street that will be developed if Jewish Home Lifecare’s land swap occurs.

The community and elected
officials would have to accept
the fact that building might
need to add on a story or two
depending on what the school
asks for,” he said.

Carrie Reynolds, co-presi-
dent of P.S. 163’s Parent Teacher
Association, confirmed that
the school has had meetings
with JHL.

Currently, the school has four
kindergarten classes operating
in trailers due to overcrowding,

a situation that Reynolds said
is not sustainable.

“Looking ahead, when the
trailers near the end of their
lifespan, and with JHL com-
ing into the space right be-
hind that, it’s logical to see if
we could share space,” she said,
adding that she thinks that the
added area is more likely to
be made up of multipurpose
rooms like dance studios.

But she acknowledged
that increasing the height of

buildings in this area is not an
easy sell.

“Tknow people don't like tall
buildings, but perhaps if they
see the benefit to lots of dif-
ferent groups they might think
differently. It’s not a high-rise
apartment building going up,
where it’s hard to see the ben-
efit,” Reynolds said.

Geto said that the
Bloomingdale branch of the

SEE NURSING HOME, page 2
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Students discuss history of needle exchange with Harm Reduction Coalition

BY JEREMY BLEEKE
Spectator Staff Writer

When Allan Clear moved to
New York in 1983, his experienc-
es with drugs taught him that he
could not sit by and watch as us-
ers spread diseases.

“I moved here in 1983, and I
used drugs throughout my stay
as I was living here,” Clear, ex-
ecutive director of the Harm
Reduction Coalition, told a
crowd of students on Tuesday
during his talk, “Drug Use
and HIV/AIDS: The History
of Needle Exchange in New
York City”

“The more entrenched you
were in the gay community, and
the more entrenched you were in
the drug community, the amount
of people you knew with AIDS
was phenomenal,” he said. “For
me personally, it reached a point
where I couldn't sit by and not do
something in response”

The talk, hosted by the Student
Global AIDS Campaign, is part of
the group’s effort to raise aware-
ness of stigmatized social issues.
On Tuesday, the organization
turned its attention to needle and
syringe exchange.

“We think it’s really impor-
tant to bring in people like this

to let students know, especially
with controversial topics, that
these things need to be talked
about,” said GSAC co-director
Lauren Ko, CC10.

For Clear, the solution in the
’80s was to cut off one major
source of the disease’s spread—
the needles used to inject drugs.

“Syringe exchange is a very
simple intervention,” Clear said.
“It is ... replacing a potentially
contaminated piece of injecting
equipment with a new one”

Under President Jimmy
Carter, drug paraphernalia
laws made access to syring-
es increasingly difficult. But

according to Clear, this only
made the widespread problem
worse.

“People didn’t stop using
drugs,” Clear said. “They just
didn’t have enough syringes, so
they had to share”

Clear said that although it was
technically illegal to establish needle
exchanges, the courts saw needle
exchanges as the lesser of two evils
when compared with the use of
contaminated syringes.

Although federal fund-
ing for needle exchange pro-
grams was prohibited in 1988,
President Barack Obama lift-
ed a ban on federal money for

needle exchanges that passed
last December.

But when Clear began his activ-
ist work, the lack of government
support forced him to do some
creative problem solving. He de-
scribed trips to local public health
centers carrying water coolers filled
with syringes, dumping the contents
out on a table inside.

“We made this stuff up as we
went along;” he said.

Now, 20 years later, this activism
has become a career. As director of
the Harm Reduction Coalition,
Clear oversees a number of public
health programs to provide help to
disenfranchised populations.

Jasmine Van Denventer,
a student in the School of
Continuing Education, said
she appreciated Clear’s talk, be-
cause the distribution of clean
needles is often overlooked.
“It’s a pressing issue that, given
the stigma of drug use, is one
that definitely gets sidelined”
Brenda Smith, GS, agreed, say-
ing, “Most of this audience cannot
really relate to needle and drug
problems, and he was trying to
reach them,” Smith said. “It’s a prob-
lem that can affect all of us. It's not
an isolated issue””
jeremy.bleeke
@columbiaspectator.com

Nursing home may provide school space for P.S. 163

NURSING HOME from front page

New York Public Library, which
sits adjacent to the parking lot,
would have to be relocated into
the nursing home as well.

“If we're able to do that ...
we can have a walkway directly
between P.S. 163 and the new
nursing facility, so the kids can
walk in a sheltered way to the
library,” he said.

The building height is only
one concern for some neighbor-
hood residents who have been
tighting the larger Columbus
Square development surround-
ing P.S. 163.

Jean Green Dorsey, who
lives across the street from the
school, doubted that putting
school space in the nursing
home would work.

“That was somebody’s fan-
tasy,” she said, adding, “Theyd
have to tear down ... the li-
brary and rebuild the whole
complex, which makes no

sense whatsoever,” she said.
“Nobody’s seen a comprehen-
sive plan, no one’s done a traf-
fic study, or environmental
review.”

Any space for the school
would require public funding,
the acquisition of which Geto
and Reynolds both agreed is
uncertain, given the city’s cur-
rent budget.

Though funds could be di-
vided over the next few fiscal
years, Geto said basic decisions
about how they will configure
the building need to be made
in the next four to eight weeks
before the city has to submit
the budget.

All of these plans are still
tentative because Jewish Home
Lifecare has not officially
completed the land swap with
Chetrit to take over the prop-
erty on 100th Street, currently
a parking lot, where JHL hopes
to build its new facility.

While JHL explores options

for school development, a long-
time land-zoning war is also
keeping the nursing home busy.

When Chetrit and JHL an-
nounced the land swap in
August 2009, local preserva-
tionist groups spoke out against
the nursing home, fearing that
Chetrit would take advantage
of less-restrictive zoning regu-
lations on 106th Street.

The more lenient guidelines
on 106th, which allow for taller
development, were preserved
in a zoning exemption granted
to JHL in 2007 to allow it to
build a new facility on its origi-
nal site.

JHL has been working
for months with community
groups to write a restrictive
declaration, which would le-
gally bind Chetrit to develop
contextually under stricter
zoning rules once the swap is
completed.

Community Board 7 Chair
Mel Wymore said Wednesday

that lawyers are working on the
final details of the restrictive
declaration, which is “within
days, if not hours away” from
being finished.

But City Council member
Melissa Mark-Viverito, who
represents Manhattan Valley,
has said that this kind of doc-
ument is not enough, and has
been pushing to raise funds to
downzone 106th immediate-
ly herself. This would legally
change zoning laws now on
106th so that all developments,
whether JHL moves or stays,
will be contextual.

“It’s going to cost $150,000
to $200,000. We're talking with
the mayor’s office. It could be
done through allocations the
Borough President could make,
city planning could make—
they have discretionary funds,”
Mark-Viverito said. “We haven't
abandoned the idea.”

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com
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NEW NEIGHBORS | A potential Jewish Home Lifecare nursing facility on
100th Street may also include school space for P.S. 163 students.

Julia Stiles, alums share stories at dinner

JOHN JAY AWARDS from front page

But for University President
Lee Bollinger, the year has proven
relatively quiet. While Bollinger
has seen campus controversy in his
time, he could tell it’s a calm semes-
ter “when the biggest story on cam-
pusis coyotes,” he said, referring toa
public safety recent sighting.

Stiles, in her speech, discussed
the challenges of balancing educa-
tion and her acting career as an un-
dergraduate. “T had already started

working by the time I was apply-
ing to college,” she said. “But they
[Columbia] also taught me that my
career and my studies were not mu-
tually exclusive?”

Despite Stiles’s fame, perhaps
the largest applause was saved
for Krisberg, who has remained
a part of the Alumni Association
for over 20 years. Krisberg, in
his speech, bemoaned his first
tew days on campus. Forced to
commute because of a lack of
Columbia housing, Krisberg

forgot his swimsuit at home
and was instructed to take the
mandatory swim test naked.
And to add insult to injury, “I
had chosen an all-male institu-
tion,” he said.

Krisberg said his twenty-plus
years working with alumni has
had a significant impact on his
life. With a couple of exceptions,
he said, “Tonight is the best night
of my life”

alix.pianin
@columbiaspectator.com

Union Theological Seminary’s
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U N I O N Comtortable guest rooms within

the Seminary's walls blend the

best of old and new. Our peaceful garden is an ideal

spot for strolling, reading, and meditation.

Students question gender-neutral delay

GENDER-NEUTRAL from front page

discussion about co-habiting cou-
ples took away from the focus of
the proposal, which she said was
“to create equal options, so that ev-
eryone could feel comfortable with
their living space”

Sydney Shaefer, CC’12, said that
she was disappointed she would not
be able to live with her best friend
next year, amale who currently lives
across the hall from her.

“I'm sure that [concern about
couples living together] had some-
thing to do with it;” she said, adding
that she hopes the administration
comes around next year.

Barry Weinberg, CC ‘12,
said, “I am extraordinarily
disappointed” Speaking of his
female friend, he said, “There
is no one at Columbia that I
would have been better suited
to live with”

Alex Jasiulek, president of the
Columbia College class 0f 2013, said
he is confident he will be able to live
with a female friend in his junior
year, since he attributes the delay to
poor timing, rather than to moral
reservations from administrators or
fears of public censure.

“I don’t think it really came
down to the administration feel-
ing like theyd get flacked by the
media, because this will pass
next year,” he said. “I imagine
they just need more time.”

Shollenberger explained that
administrators want to make
sure they have time to have a
“larger community conversa-
tion” in the spring. They also
want time to fully incorporate
any change into the housing
lottery, as well as into bro-
chures and tours, before en-
acting the change.

Shollenberger

and the

students who authored the pro-
posal have emphasized that it is
not intended for people who are
romantically involved.

At peer institutions, like Brown,
where gender-neutral housing is
available to upperclassmen, mov-
ing in with a romantic partner is
explicitly discouraged.

Jeremy Slawin, CC 11, said
that he and his girlfriend and
most of the couples they know,
would not live together in
Columbia housing.

Buthe said that even if they did,
he doesn't think that “the school
should have the right to say No—
youre not allowed.”

He added, “Sure it could get
sticky—you might break up and
need to do a room transfer—but
that’s a decision couples should be
allowed to make for themselves.”

leah.greenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com
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CC alumnus raids the

BY MAX BARTICK
Columbia Daily Spectator

Peeking out from a sea of smil-
ing, wiggling, dancing teenagers stood
Jeft Petriello, CC ’09, the proud host of

the event, better known as a
MUSIC “Pantry Party”
What, exactly, is a Pantry
Party? These concerts targeted at the
under-21 crowd raise money for soup
kitchens and food pantries, offering
a dose of culture for those who often
can’t get access to the same events as
those with the IDs to prove it, with the
proceeds going to a good case.

Petriello said his love for music
and the arts grew during his time at
Columbia. “Columbia was the great-
est experience of my life. No exaggera-
tion,” Petriello said. The New Jersey
group is also hoping to host “Pantry
Parties” in collaboration with current
Columbia students to benefit neigh-
borhoods around the University as the
events gain momentum.

The idea for Pantry Parties was

conceived this past summer when
Petriello and a close friend, Marla
Lacherza, were bored, jobless, and
living at home with their parents in
Wayne, New Jersey like many of their
tellow graduates. “I was hanging out a
decent amount with my little cousin,”
Petriello said, “and I realized that he
didn’t have access to the kinds of live
shows and events I used to go to when
I was his age”

Both Lacherza and Petriello have
fond memories of growing up in
Wayne and attending concerts at a lo-
cal abandoned firehouse where they
saw burgeoning turn-of-the-millen-
nium acts such as Midtown, Jimmy
Eat World, Blink-182, and The Get
Up Kids. “Lacherza and I wanted to
bring back the Wayne music scene for
the young'uns—this time, doing it our
way, Petriello said.

Choosing to revive the artistic spir-
it of the Wayne Firehouse, Lacherza
and Petriello planned to host concerts
at the nostalgic venue that not only
displayed local musical talent but also

‘Pantry’ with concert fundraisers

“provided the opportunity for artists
to showcase their craft,” Lacherza said.
The Pantry Parties exhibit handmade
jewelry, T-shirts, paintings, baked
goods and even art from the nearby
high school for partygoers to enjoy
between acts and hopefully purchase
to take home with them.

While concocting such a vision
through the long days of summer,
Petriello stumbled upon an article
in the local paper about a 30 percent
shortage of goods in nearby soup kitch-
ens and pantries. The two planners de-
cided that they should include provid-
ing relief to such local organizations in
their goals for the upcoming year.

With such great aspirations came
certain sizeable obstacles as well. “The
problem, as it always seems to be for
me,” Petriello said, “was money”” In or-
der for the Pantry Parties to succeed,
the two cofounders needed to find a
way to encourage local kids to come
see bands they may have never heard
before. Also, to benefit the charity, an
entry fee would have to be charged.

“Ten dollars may not be a lot to
some people, but an admission price
like that around here can severely
hinder an event’s attendance,” said
Petriello. “So we came up with a sort
of pay-what-you-want, Radiohead-
inspired system that provides the op-
tion to replace conventional currency
with canned food”

It still costs ten dollars to enter the
party, but for every can of food one
brings, an additional dollar is marked off
the original fare. All of the donated food
is then brought to a local soup kitchen.

The atmosphere for the party co-
ordinators is always kept light-heart-
ed. The Pantry Party team includes
Petriello and Lacherza, as well as
members of their family and close
friends. Some other members include
local Wayne residents such as “Street
Team Leader” Kevin Bing, “Art and
Crafts Commander” Katie Paricio, and
“Cupcake President” Hayley Treanor.

Petriello and Lacherza have big
dreams for the future of their Pantry
Parties. Part of the beauty of the events is

that they provide an “easily reproducible
model that can be utilized in other plac-
es besides Wayne,” Petriello explained.
Petriello’s grand vision is to take a road
trip across America and stop in myriad
towns along the way to catch different
versions of the Pantry Party.

“I'm interested in a model similar to
the one Food Not Bombs [a non-profit
network] uses, where we have a set of
guidelines that anyone, anywhere can
pick up and use,” Petriello said.

While some recent college gradu-
ates hold money as their ultimate goal,
“Money is our anti-cause,” Petriello ex-
plained, “which is kind of difficult for
[some people] to understand. I'm just
interested in spreading this idea to as
many people as possible”

Petriello and Lacherza’s mission is to
bring back the thriving scene of music
and creativity that once underlined their
childhood and spread it to other small
towns near and far. Simply put, Petriello
said, “I'm trying to save suburbia. Just
because you don't live in a big city doesn’t
mean you can't have big ideas”

I' r-
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Yoga newcomers and lovers
find campus and city groups

BY CAMILA DANIELS
Columbia Daily Spectator

Get rid of midterm craziness with
a few ujjayi yoga breaths.

Yoga has many different goals, from

improving health to achieving
STYLE moksha, which is liberation

from worldly suffering and the
cycle of birth and death. It can also be
used to establish a deeper connection
with a higher power. More commonly,
however, yoga refers to a series of tradi-
tional physical and mental disciplines that
originate in India and are associated with
meditative practices.

For those interested in becoming
yogis, there are several affordable
options to explore as a Columbia
student. For one, various groups on
campus practice yoga. A group led
by Gadadhara Pandit Dasa meets ev-
ery Thursday at 7 a.m. for meditation
sessions, and Columbia’s Bhakti Club
hosts two yoga retreats each semester
that include 90-minute introductions
to the hatha, Iyengar, and vinyasa
branches of yoga. The Bhakti Club
also hosts mantra meditation, lectures
by senior monks, and kirtan, which is
the chanting of mantras accompanied
by musical instruments.

At Barnard, students can sign up
through FITbear, a fitness program
at the school, for a weekday yoga pass
that costs $40 and allows two one-
hour sessions per week. There is also
the option of purchasing a weekend
pass for $20 and one hour-long ses-
sion every Friday. At Dodge, the regis-
tration for the spring semester is now
closed, but yoga classes run between
$50 and $99 for a one-hour session.
Dodge offers a wide selection of yoga
courses, including courses in hatha,
Iyengar, and vinyasa.

For those who don’t find on-cam-
pus offerings to be sufficient, there
are inexpensive yoga collectives in
the city. For beginners, the Integral
Yoga Institute in the West Village (227
W 13th Street, between seventh and
Greenwich avenues) offers a few free
classes during work hours.

Yoga to the People in the East
Village (12 St. Marks Place, between
second and third avenues) is a yoga
collective that also offers free classes,
but these tend to be crowded, so for
those who desire individual atten-
tion, this is not the best place. Yoga
to the People also offers vinyasa, or
hot, yoga classes for $5 at their sec-
ond studio located at 38th Street and
8th Avenue.

Closer to home, Lululemon
Athletica (1928 Broadway at 64th
Street) offers free Sunday night classes
at 8 p.m. in the store’s studio. Or, for
the super intense yogi, Pilates Shop
Yoga Garage (2805 Broadway, be-
tween 108th and 109th streets) offers
75-minute individual yoga sessions
for a mere $150. Free might be worth
the longer trek.

The several branches of yoga in-
clude raja, karma, jnana, bhakti, and
hatha. Hatha yoga is the most com-
mon branch of yoga, and its pos-
tures are used as a form of exercise.
They are also excellent for addressing
stress-related issues. Between 75 and
90 percent of visits to the school phy-
sician are for stress-related issues.

Yoga and other forms of medita-
tion have been proven to help alle-
viate stress and to help with posture
and flexibility. Recent studies suggest
that months to years of intensive and
systematic meditation training can
improve attention—so campus cram-
mers may want to study up.

ANDRA MIHALI / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

UPWARD FACING | Students learn about the spiritual and physical benefits of yoga at weekly dinners and meditation sessions that are held by Columbias Bhakti Club, led by monk Gadadhara Pandit Dasa.

Harvard president Faust discusses book on Civil War suffering

BY SAM SEGAL
Columbia Daily Spectator

It’s hard to say what’s more ap-
pealing: Harvard President Drew
Faust’s captivating perspective on

the profound effects of the
BOOQKS Civil War or sushi on little
napkins and free drinks.
But fear not: This isn’t an either-or.
Apparently the two go hand in hand.

On Wednesday evening, students,
Morningside residents, and members
of both Columbia and Harvard facul-
ty convened at the Columbia Faculty
House to hear Faust discuss her lat-
est book, “This Republic of Suffering:

Death and the American Civil War” A
book signing and reception with free
food followed.

“This Republic of Suffering,” pub-
lished in 2008, earned Faust a Bancroft
Prize—given annually by Columbia for
works on American history—and was
a 2008 National Book Award Finalist.
Many works have been penned on the
Civil War, but Faust’s newest book,
which examines the war’s lasting po-
litical and philosophical effects, man-
ages to provide a new perspective and
has garnered substantial critical ac-
claim. “Historians are interested in
change,” she said.

In her talk, Faust explained that

the carnage of the Civil War forced
America to examine itself and the real-
ities of war and that even those affect-
ed indirectly were forced to confront
death on an unprecedented scale.

She discussed the changes in how
America viewed citizenship, grieving,
mortality, and a benevolent god, de-
scribing the bloody, indelible stain the
war left on America.

Faust’s speech was generally well
received. Asheesh Kapur Siddique, a
graduate student of history, expressed
his excitement after the event, saying, “I
thought it was terrific. It’s really a privi-
lege to hear a leading historian speak”

An undergraduate who had read the

book was similarly pleased. “The ques-
tion and answer [session] was very illu-
minating,” said Parker Fishel, CC ‘10.

Faust is acclaimed for her vivid
historical prose, but when appointed
Harvard’s 28th president, she found
herself not writing but making his-
tory. She is Harvard’s first president,
since 1672, without a Harvard degree,
and she is the first female in the line
of 27 that have come before her.

To wrap the evening up, Faust read
the last two paragraphs of her book,
which concludes: “We still work to
live with the riddle that they—the
Civil War dead and their survivors
alike—had to solve so long ago.”

COURTESY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

IVY HOPPING | Known for being Harvard’s
president, Faust is a historian too.
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Religious
intolerance
at Columbia

t wasn’t neces-
I sarily a state-

ment of dogma.
Nor was it a purely
religious declara-
tion. Instead, what
Governor Tim
Pawlenty said dur-

DEREK ing his speech at
TURNER the Conservative
0 pen in g Political Action
Remarks Conference was

more of a mention
of what influenced his view of American
liberties. In a list of what he considered
to be critical conservative ideals, the first
item he mentioned was that “God is in
charge” Continuing on, he reminded
the audience of right-wingers that the
Declaration of Independence asserts that
our rights are “endowed by our Creator.”
As the applause from the audience grew,
I felt myself do what any self-respecting
Columbian would do in that situation.
I reacted impulsively against the idea of
bringing God into the discussion. After
all, this was a political conference—not
some religious congregation looking for
teachings from above.

I say that this reaction was impulsive
because, after enough time at Columbia,
we all seem to unwittingly adopt a mind-
set that religious belief belongs only in the
restrictive realm of personal life, regardless
of the strength of our conviction. So long
as these beliefs remain comfortably in the
private sphere, they can be accepted. If not,
then the ever-thinning acceptance quickly
turns to intolerance of what is deemed
publicly irrelevant. The reality is that these
tacit expectations of restraint, as tame as
they may seem, actually serve as aggressive
regulators of belief on this campus.

So why cringe at a comment like
Pawlenty’s? From my experiences here, I
can guess that my response had less to do
with what he was saying than with where
he was saying it. He was in a political envi-
ronment but failed to stick to our approved
system of separating “real” parts of life
from the more “unreal” parts like religion.
He brought in a topic that we would con-
sider inappropriate to the discussion—an
unwelcome intruder from a separate social
dimension. Instead of sticking to a sober
combination of policy and secular persua-
sion, he was invoking “religion.” This ap-
peal, whether by politicians or anyone else,
finds no acceptance at Columbia.

Granted, not every environment at
Columbia is hostile toward faith. In a
religion class or a service, perspective in-
formed by faith is embraced. If you are a
religious person in such a class, your view-
point is thoughtfully considered. In this
limited way, Columbia is quite supportive
when it comes to religious life. Outside
of these very specific situations, however,
faith is an unwanted interloper.

When Columbia’s strict social bound-
ary between academic and religious
identity begins to blur, people get uncom-
fortable—especially when the latter makes
surprise appearances into the former’s ter-
ritory. Don’t buy it? Think back to a time
when this overlap happened. Recall when,
in Frontiers of Science, a student men-
tioned that she believes in some variant
of Divine agency in creation. Remember
an instance when a classmate refuted
Aristotle’s theory of natural slavery by as-
serting a belief in an equal dignity given
by a Creator. Consider that moment when
a fellow anthropology student mentioned
that he didn’t believe a certain cultural
practice was morally acceptable.

Can't think of any instances of that hap-
pening? No? That’s probably because, like
most Columbians, you would consider
such a scene laughable. Even the religious
students among us realize this and have
forced themselves to suppress their convic-
tions. They realize that at Columbia, reli-
gion has no place in the classroom except
as a subject of cultural examination.

Chesterton put it this way: “You are free
in our time to say that God does not exist;
you are free to say that He exists and is evil.
... But if you speak of God as a fact, as a
thing like a tiger, as a reason for changing
one’s conduct, then the modern world will
stop you somehow if it can. We are long
past talking about whether an unbeliever
should be punished for being irreverent. It
is now thought irreverent to be a believer”

To someone devoted to his faith, there
is no part of life that is somehow separate
from personal beliefs. To leave his religious
convictions at the door of a classroom is as
ridiculous as the prospect of leaving other
philosophical opinions or life experiences
there as well. Faith is not the same as hav-
ing a cultural food that you like to eat or
a type of clothing that you prefer to wear.
Faith is a framework for life itself—it affects
everything. It's a worldview. Relegating
faith to outside the classroom implies an
attempt to create a faith-free zone, when in
fact the classroom already teems with faith
of every sort. My hope is that Columbia
can recognize this silent judgment against
religious thought and condemn it for what
it is: an atrocious censoring of identity.

Derek Turner is a Columbia College
sophomore majoring in anthropology and
political science. Opening Remarks rumns

alternate Thursdays.

Israeli
“apartheid:”
a call for facts

BY ERICJ. SCHORR

This week begins “Israel Apartheid
Week,” organized by the Students for Justice
in Palestine. On Monday, this group as-
serted that the “apartheid future ... is al-
ready here” in the government of the State
of Israel, accusing Israel of systematically
discriminating Palestinians in and outside
of its borders. Unfortunately, this is a
grossly misleading picture of history,
of context, and of the very definition
of apartheid. Israel, far from being a
modern incarnation of an “apartheid”
state is, in fact, a vibrant representative
democracy that guarantees equal rights
to all its citizens, in both theory and
practice.

The fundamental mistake made by SJP
is its unfortunate misinterpretation of
“apartheid” Apartheid, as defined by the
United Nations is “inhuman acts com-
mitted for the purpose of ... maintaining
domination by one
racial group
over any other ra-
cial group ... and
systematically
oppressing them.
Despite SJP’s as-
sertions of the
“racial discrimi-
nation against
Palestinian citi-
zens of Israel
their charges
of apartheid
only serve to
conflate the
identities of Israeli Arabs with those of in-
dependent Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza. Israeli Arabs, on one hand, en-
joy the same protections and rights as any
other Israeli. They are free to vote, have full
freedoms of speech and assembly, and many
have gone on to serve in the Israeli parlia-
ment and in the Israeli court system. Israeli

“QUAL UNDER THE LAW

law protects all Israeli citizens, and all eth-
nic, religious, and political groups, large and
small, are represented in the Israeli parlia-
ment system. Palestinians of Gaza and the
West Bank, on the other hand, fall under the
direct jurisdiction and authority of Hamas
and the Palestinian Authority.

Indeed, the recognition that the
Palestinians of the West Bank are not citi-
zens of Israel is shown in a quote that SJP
themselves referenced. Defense Minister
of Israel Ehud Barak’s assertion that Israel
could become “an apartheid state,” was part
of a greater statement expressing his hope
that Israel would not have any interference
in the lives of Palestinians in the West Bank,
and served to further his
belief in the establishment
of a sovereign Palestinian

state. He has maintained

ILLUSTRATION BY CINDY CHEN

that for a Palestinian state to be fully real-
ized, Hamas and the Palestinian Authority
must first abandon terrorism and media in-
citement in favor of peace and security.
The fact that Palestinians outside of
Israel are not citizens means that Israel has
a moral and legal requirement to do all it

can to protect its own borders and citizenry
from harm. If suicide bombers and rock-
ets were entering the United States from
any of its neighbors, one could say with a
great degree of certainty that the United
States would not stop with a simple secu-
rity wall. As President Obama stated when
visiting Israel, “Israelis must not suffer a
threat to their lives, to their schools ... if
missiles were falling where my two daugh-
ters sleep, I would do everything in order
to stop that”

SJP also states they want Israel to “grant
Palestinians their basic human rights,” yet
they ignore the fact that, despite not be-
ing Israeli citizens, the Palestinians in
both Gaza and the West Bank are given
food, water, heat, and gas by Israel. Also,
Palestinians living in the major
West Bank towns

of Ramallah,

Nablus, and

Jenin are not
under Israeli
military control, but
policed directly by Palestinian security
forces.

Ultimately, however, the Students for
Justice in Palestine and other groups who
believe Israel is wrong will continue to label
both the nation and its actions whatever they

wish. If this week’s activities are about
“love and respect for human rights,”
why is SJP not protesting those gov-

ernments that are murdering indi-
viduals who dare speak their minds
against those in charge? Shouldn't it be
recognized that suicide bombing and
rocketing innocent civilians is a hor-
rible crime, one which the Israeli
government is morally required to
prevent? We must therefore ask
these students for “justice” What
is just? To protect innocent lives
in a democracy, or to actively
campaign for the demoniza-
tion and economic ruin of a
country that cherishes all we believe in: the
rights to life, speech, assembly, and of course,
justice for all.

The author is a student in the School of
General Studies and sophomore in the Jewish
Theological Seminary. He is the director of
public relations for LionPAC.

Saying happy birthday on Facebook

n Monday,
my 21st
birthday,

I'd like you to post
on my Facebook
wall.

Well, that’s not
totally true. What

Tony I'd really like on
Gone my birthday is a
Tony Gong huge combina-
Explains the tion surprise in
Universe PrezBo’s mansion

with Shake Shack
catered, and the
Spec front page headline wishing Tony
Gong a happy birthday.

But for several reasons, this prob-
ably won’t happen. One is that I already
tried proposing the front page headline
to some Spec editors. They all said no,
then asked me who Tony Gong was.
Another is that I think PrezBo’s mad at
me because he hasn’t been responding
to my texts lately. And by lately, I mean
the past three years.

So the next best thing that could
possibly happen on my birthday is to
get tons of Facebook wall posts. But un-
like men, an equation, and those utterly
ineffective Putties that Rita Repulsa
used in every Power Rangers episode,
not all birthday Facebook wall posts are
created equal. A lot of wall posts are
actually terrible. I know this for a fact
because I probably write most of them.

So in an attempt to prepare all of
you to write above average posts on
Monday, I spent some time last night
on Facebook compiling a highly pres-
tigious best-of list from the birthday
wall posts I got last year. During this
time last night I also poked two people,
liked seven status updates, and stalked
three pages of wall-to-wall between a
girl I dated for four months in ninth
grade and some guy named “Dan” at
her college. So Brenna, if you're reading
this, here are the top seven wall posts
that made my 20th birthday worth
remembering:

7. Joseph said: “happy birthday
friend” Everyone who knows me knows
that publicly admitting to be my friend

is a very risky move. I still think this
post will someday come back to damage
Joe’s societal standing. Either way, his
courage was inspirational.

6. Stacey said: “happy birthday tony
gong! this will probably get lost in the
plethora of happy birthdays...but I
wanted to use the word plethora.” Self-
deprecation is very, very cool. It’s the
only joke I actually know how to use.

5. Sheila said: “happy birthday!!!”
Three exclamation points is just a lot.
I didn’t doubt that she really meant it.
Two and I'll start to wonder.

4. Randy said: “happy birthday!! toni
kong still reminds me of your fantastic

Unlike men, an
equation, and those
utterly ineftective Putties
that Rita Repulsa used
in every Power Rangers
episode, not all birthday
Facebook wall posts are
created equal.

name every day, tony... hope you have a
great day!” I felt two concurring emotions
after reading Randy’s post: warm, fuzzy
happiness because Randy implied that

he thinks of me every day—and murder-
ous, uncontrollable rage because I learned
that there’s someone named “Toni Kong”
whom I'll eventually have to duel.

3. Michelle said: “hey tony gong! i
don’t think I've ever talked to you in per-
son.. but I remember seeing you around
school back in the day. conclusion: happy
birthday :)” Michelle and I exchanged a
few wall posts back-and-forth after this.
And when I visited my high school a
few months later, we did in fact end up
talking in person. Conclusion: Miracles
happen!

2. Joffre said: “happy birthday! eat
the cake! (its in the fridge) N-7.” This
post revealed and reinforced how

comfortable we were as friends. One,
Joffre confidently assumes that I un-
derstand which fridge he’s referring to.
Two, Joffre confidently assumes that I
understand which cake he’s referring to.
And three, Joffre confidently assumes
that I understand which birthday he’s
referring to.

1. Neil said: “Tony, I miss talking to
you. Happy Birthday. Neil” Short, sweet,
honest, and emotionally stirring. Just
like the cat in “Homeward Bound.” And
his capitalization and punctuation told
me it was definitely from the heart.

So now you should be all-but-per-
fectly ready to write an amazing wall
post on Monday. There’s just one cru-
cial problem I haven’t mentioned until
now: Many of you think you’re too good
for Facebook happy birthdays. Don’t
try to hide it, I know you exist. One
of my friends still avoids the practice
entirely by removing her birthday from
Facebook a few days before it. The
belief that drives this kind of complete
avoidance is that online communication
is somehow categorically superficial
and distinct to one’s real life.

This belief is wrong. There’s nothing
intrinsic about online communication
that makes it superficial —the messages
we write and receive online are sig-
nificant if and only if people decide to
attribute significance. Moreover, there’s
evidence everywhere that we do. People
share engagements, births, and epipha-
nies in Facebook statuses. Celebrities
make heartfelt, public apologies on
Twitter. Neil tells me that he misses
talking to me, and Sheila uses three ex-
clamation points.

So say happy birthday to me on
Facebook, because it’s just as easily
genuine or fake as saying it in a letter,
face-to-face, or in a phone call.

Though I'd still prefer if PrezBo re-
sponded to my texts.

Tony Gong is a junior in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science major-
ing in applied mathematics with a minor
in philosophy. Bears frighten him. Tony

Gong Explains the Universe runs
alternate Thursdays.
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PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

FULL MENU e PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
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SIDEWALK DINING
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1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.)

663 1708 @ GGG 8051

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

ADOPTION

A BABY IS OUR DREAM
We’re Rob and Gina, a loving couple
who is longing to adopt. We care about
you. Please call 1 (800) 982-3678. Ex-
penses paid.

APARTMENTS

APARTMENT FOR SALE
Bright and spacious 1 BR apt at Morn-
ingside Gardens, 80 LaSalle St #12B
(betw B'way & Amsterdam). Beauti-
fully renov w/open kitch and 6 clos-
ets! Fitness center and many other
amenities. Photos and complete info
at www.elliman.com/1204820. Com-
prehensive services for first-time NYC
home buyers. Call Hank Orenstein at
Prudential Douglas Elliman Real Es-
tate at (646) 505-6969 or e-mail horen-
stein@elliman.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT
2 BR. 5 min walk to campus. Approx
$1000. Available immediately. (212)
316-9965.

CENTRAL PARK WEST STUDIO

$250K Small studio in a landmark co-
op building; 222 sq ft, separate kitch-
en, 11 ft ceiling, hardwood floor. Maint
$410. Income restriction—inquire for
details. Subletting allowed. Investors
welcome. Perfect for a student. (917)
434-3361.
111 ST PRE-WAR 4-ROOM CO-OP.
Chef’s kitch, formal dining room, high
ceilings, French doors, generous closet
space. 8 south-facing windows. Laun-
dry room. Flexible 2 BR. $575K. Bren-
da Steward, Prudential Douglas Elli-
man (917) 312-0799.

EGG DONOR

FERTILITY HELP WANTED
Overage MD (45+) needs egg donor
to help start her family. Prefer Cau-
casian to early 30s. Generous com-
pensation. Please e-mail reply: assist.
us@verizon.net

SEEKING intelligent, attractive Asian
or mixed-Asian egg donor, $25K. | am
a physician whose dream it is to be-
come a father. | seek the help of an
accomplished woman who values edu-
cation, who has a healthy family his-
tory, and who is under the age of 29.
Compensation for your generosity will
be $25K plus all travel and medical
expenses. If you have a desire to help,
please contact my representative: e-
mail darlene @aperfectmatch.com; 1
(800) 264-8828. www.aperfectmatch.
com. Perfectly matching donors with
families since 1998.

HELP WANTED

ARTIST SEEKS SKILLED photography
amateur with good understanding of
lighting of small objects (egg-sized max-
imum) with high resolution digital cam-
eras, for several projects. Contact:
mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

REPUTABLE FOOD manufacturer and
distributor in NYC area is looking for
interns for FT/PT weekdays/weekends
in the following fields: sales/market-
ing, social media, graphics/web design.
Please send cover letter & resume to
info@terrafina.us

PSYCHOTHERAPY

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component
in addition to the clinical consultation.
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

SKI RENTAL

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

SPERM DONOR

$$SPERM DONORS WANTEDS$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift
of family through California Cryobank’s
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

TYPING & EDITING

CONFIDENTIALDISSERTATION/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and
Sciences. From committee selection
to commencement. Call and move
forward.

PROFESSIONALEDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for
several federal tax credits, if you are
not claimed on your parents’ return.
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85.
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.

BRIAN R MURPHY, ESQ
Criminal defense. Free consultation.
Former NYPD Officer and NYC Pros-
ecutor. (646) 244-6290.
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Cornell may be better team, but CU not far behind in individual talent

WO
weeks
= = agol

o wrote a col-
' f umn titled
1 “Basketball
A t = justneedsa
BART little swag-
LOPEZ ger” I tried
to explain
The why the
Tailgating COh}rrtl)bia
men’s bas-
Tales ketball team

was struggling, and I arrived at
swagger as the answer.

When we published the
column, I expected some
backlash, particularly over the
fact that I called out the team
for being soft and hesitant.
Instead, my column received
some negative comments for
a claim that I made at the
beginning—that the Lions had
talent comparable to the elite
teams of the league. I argued,
primarily through various
statistics, that Columbia could
keep up with Cornell and
Harvard in terms of individual
talent. The first comment that
popped up under my column
was this: “Lions just as good
as a nationally ranked team.

... Can I get some of what-
ever you're smoking?” Later
comments correctly noted
that you can’t judge talent by

numbers alone. I admit that I
could have done a better job of
putting together the stats, but
my claim was based primarily
on my own observations. The
stats were filler.

While watching Cornell
and Harvard trounce
Columbia here at Levien, I
couldn’t help but think that
while these teams were good,
they weren't THAT good. In
other words, they played solid
basketball, but in no way did I
teel that our players were out-
classed, beaten simply because
we lacked the talent to keep
up. However, those that posted
the comments, primarily
Cornell fans, disagreed. So I
decided to find someone who
is a better judge of talent than
I am. Who could possibly have
a better basketball eye than
me? An NBA scout, of course.

The NBA scout I spoke to
earlier this week has been cov-
ering the Ivy League for many
years, and as a result, has a
true understanding of Ivy bas-
ketball. I was told that I could
not mention his name or the
organization he works for, so
for the sake of clarity I will re-
fer to him as “The Scout.”

At first we discussed the
level of talent in the Ivy
League in general, to which
The Scout commented, “I

don’t think people in the
country, especially in the last
10 or 15 years, give enough
credit to how good basketball
is in the Ivy League. It’s good
basketball —the players are
good players” With that in
mind, we turned to how these
good players are distributed
throughout the league.

“In the Ivy League, gener-
ally, there is not that big of a
difference in talent level. Sure,

maybe I was on to something.
Maybe the Lions are, in fact,
as talented as the rest of the
Ivy League. But the argument
could be made that while it’s
normally true that the talent
in the league is balanced, this
year could be different, espe-
cially considering that Cornell
has done better than any other
Ivy men’s basketball team

in recent memory. So what
makes Cornell so good?

“I don’t think people in the country,
especially in the last 10 or 15 years, give
enough credit to how good basketball is
in the Ivy League. It's good basketball—
the players are good players.”

there’s going to be some team
that gets a couple of fresh-
men that comes in at a little
higher level, and over the next
three or four years, that team
is going to do better. But after
watching Ivy League basketball
for several years, to say that
there is a talent level distribu-
tion that’s obvious, I can’t make
that comment,” The Scout said.

I have to admit, that state-
ment made me smile. So

—The Scout

“This particular Cornell
team is very similar to some of
the past Penn teams that won
a championship for maybe two
years in a row;” The Scout said.
“It’s a combination of a couple
of guys that as juniors and
seniors are a little bit more
talented than most of the guys
in the Ivy League, but it goes
beyond that. ... There’s a con-
fidence factor. They were suc-
cessful last year and most of

them were back, and absolute-
ly they play the game at a high
level, which you have to give a
lot of credit to the coaches—
they are very well coached”

Here is where The Scout
gets to what I believe is the
heart of the matter. Without
a doubt, Cornell has some
very talented players, par-
ticularly in Jeff Foote and
Ryan Wittman. However, the
Big Red’s success does not
stem directly from the talent
of those individuals. As The
Scout correctly points out,
they’re confident, they have
experience playing together,
and they’re extremely well
coached. In short, Cornell has
been very successful at putting
together a cohesive and bal-
anced team, as Big Red coach
Steve Donahue points out.

“Each school looks for
players with their right fit, and
we have been able to do a nice
job at Cornell finding the type
of kids who can be successful
in what we do,” he said.

The same is true of
Harvard and Princeton.
Those teams’ success comes
from their ability to play well
together and to execute as a
unit. So where does that leave
Columbia? The Scout pointed
out in the interview that the
Lions do all the right things,

but that unfortunately, they
are struggling with the final
component.

“Columbia is what we call
‘non-finishers,” The Scout
said. “They do good things—
they work the offense, they get
somebody a pretty good shot.

.. But when they go in to
complete and finish the play,
on a play that they look like
they should finish, there are
too many times in the game
where they don’t score”

I attributed this inability
to finish to a lack of mental
toughness, which I explained
with swagger. There are prob-
ably plenty of other explana-
tions and funny words to go
along with them, but the point
is that something needs to
change. The Light Blue has
the pieces to be a successful
team in the Ivy League. The
issue is getting those pieces
to perform as part of a team,
which is where Cornell and
Harvard have been so suc-
cessful. Columbia can com-
pete with the elite of the Ivy
League—it just needs to take
that final step.

Bart Lopez is a junior at
Columbia College majoring in
economics-mathematics.
sportseditors@
columbiaspectator.com
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Amid allegations, Rangel steps down as chairman

RANGEL from front page

hard to recall the last time some-
one stepped down as chair of the
most powerful committee and was
restored,” he added, alluding to the
fact that the committee has pow-
er over tax policy, international
trade, Medicare, Social Security,
and welfare programs.

Rep. Pete Stark of California
is currently the default chair-
man by virtue of his seniority,
and the Democratic Party has
already begun discussing who
will succeed Rangel.

Some experts argue, though,
that the controversy does not imply
an end to Rangel’s political career.

“Charlie Rangel got his seat
because of issues with Adam

Clayton Powell,” Barnard politi-
cal science professor Kimberley
Johnson said, referencing
Rangel’s predecessor. “It was a
number of years before people
were fed up with Powell, but I
don’t think they’re at that point
yet with Rangel”

Some say that Rangel’s de-
cision to step down is intend-
ed to prevent damage to the
Democratic Party, particularly
during this politically crucial
juncture as the party pushes for
health care reform and other im-
portant agenda items.

“This is a face-saving maneu-
ver,” political science professor
Robert Erikson said. “It looks like
the Party is telling him it’s time to
step down from the Committee

and wishes the problem of this
scandal would go away”

And aside from the
Democratic Party’s need to sub-
due a potential scandal that could
compromise their legislative
goals, others cite the necessity
of his removal in order to avoid
future electoral repercussions.

“One could argue that the
Democrats are being smart to
deal with this now;” assistant pro-
fessor of political science Jeftrey
Lax said. “Push him out—Ilet this
not be an issue when election
time comes around.”

Lax added that the step down,
if made permanent, could hurt
Rangel’s district. “It's one of the
most important of the chair posi-
tions, one of the most coveted. ...

It’s certainly a loss to his district
to have him lose that influence”
Experts note that because
Rangel’s constituents have histor-
ically voted Democratic, his suc-
cess in the general election itself
likely would not be jeopardized.
But September Democratic pri-
maries could be problematic.
“Harlem is not what people
think it is. It is no longer a bastion
of black voter turnout,” Sheinkopf
said, noting that changing demo-
graphics may affect votes. “Voter
anger is just as strong in New
York as it is in every other place
in the country”
Sam Levin
reporting.

contributed

kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com
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Bulger, Foley, Scott help lay foundation for future success for Columbia basketball

SENIORS from back page

“We were always looked at as
the kids that were going to have
to bring some sort of change to
the game, to lift the level of com-
petition from years past, before
we got here,” Scott said.

As freshmen, all three saw signif-
icant playing time and made sizeable
contributions. Foley, who came oft
the bench in 24 out of the 25 games
he played as a back-up point guard
for then-junior Brett Loscalzo, was
the second on the team in scoring
with 8.9 points per game. Averaging
21.4 minutes a game, Foley was also
second on the team in assists with
63 and steals with 20.

Scott, who started in an impres-
sive 18 games his freshman year
(playing in 26), was fourth on the
team in scoring with 6.8 points per
game, and also tied Foley with 20
steals. In the 19.2 minutes he played
each game, Scott pulled down an
average of 1.8 rebounds.

Bulger played an average of
14.9 minutes in 25 games in his
first season. Averaging 3.8 points,
Bulger also had an impressive 1.85
assist to turnover ratio.

Even though their stats were
impressive, they were still adjust-
ing to college-level play.

“Looking back, I didn’t know
what I was doing out there as a
freshman,” Foley said. “My head
was spinning a lot of the time.
The jump from high school to
college was just so significant—
you have no idea”

“I think what I really just tried
to do was come off the bench and
provide some energy and just play
hard, and I think that’s something
we did well as a freshmen class to-
gether;” Foley added.

Bulger too talked about their
energy as freshmen and the mental
challenge college basketball posed.

“Like Pat said, youre playing
mostly on adrenaline [as a fresh-
men|, whereas now its much more
of a mental game—being a senior,
kind of understanding how things
work,” Bulger said. “A lot of times
when youre younger, you're just
playing off effort and adrenaline”

Though the challenges of adapt-
ing from high school basketball
were great, the triumvirate was not
eased into college basketball, as they
played their first game against pe-
rennial powerhouse Duke.

“That was crazy;, Foley said
of playing at Duke. “T've been a
Carolina fan all my life, so it was
kind of one of my dreams to go play
in Cameron, and it came true”

Though the Lions ultimately
lost to the Blue Devils 86-43, all
three freshmen saw time, with
Scott putting up eight points, good
for second-best on the team.

“I think the weirdest thing was
looking at Coach K on the side-
lines,” Foley said about the game.

“Growing up, I was always
kind of designated as the shooter
for whatever team I was on,” Scott
said. “Hearing Coach K say, ‘Don’t
let him get open! He's a shooter!’—
that was just like whoa””

While the game was special
for all three freshman, it was even
more special for Bulger.

“For me it was a little extra spe-
cial because I'm friends with Jon
Scheyer, who plays at Duke,” Bulger
said. “We played against each other
in high school a lot—we went to
rival high schools. It was great to
play our first college game against
each other, because we had played
in the summers and played against
each other in high school and had
some great battles.”

The freshmen, and the team
as a whole, only continued to im-
prove after that game, eventually
finishing with an overall record of
16-12—the Light Blue’s first win-
ning record since the 1992-93
season—and a 7-7 Ivy record, the
teams first conference record of
.500 or better since 2000-01.

FINDING THEIR FOOTING

In their sophomore year, Bulger,
Foley, and Scott all saw an increase
in playing time. Bulger, who played
in 28 contests (starting once), aver-
aged 19.3 minutes a game, contrib-
uting 3.0 points and 2.6 rebounds
a contest. Bulger also led the team
in steals with 23, and had the third
most assists with 54.

Scott started in 19 of the 29
games he played in, averaging 23.2
minutes. He was second on the
team in scoring, with 7.7 points and
second in assists with 64.

Foley played in only nine games
his sophomore season, starting four,
due to a shoulder injury. In those
nine games, he averaged 6.6 points
and 1.6 rebounds while dishing out
a total of 28 assists.

Foley has been plagued by
health issues his whole career,
missing time in his sophomore,

junior, and senior seasons due to
amyriad of injuries.

“Its been a rough stretch,
Foley said. “It’s frustrating to not
have had that time to develop as a
player. It seems like I'm constant-
ly on the mend and coming back
from something rather than build-
ing on something, which is tough,
because obviously you have high
expectations coming into college
about what you want to do”

Sophomore year, it was a shoul-
der injury that sidelined the point
guard. Junior year, it was his foot.
This year, it was his shoulder again.
Though Foley has consistently put
up strong statistics while wearing
light blue, he has constantly been
battling injuries that have hindered
his development as a player.

“I don't really know how I feel
about it yet,” Foley said of his in-
jury-filled career. “It’s just kind of
been a whirlwind in the past four
years in terms of constantly get-
ting hurt and trying to hurry back
and play, and then mending over
the summer, and then playing and
then getting hurt and then coming
back. I think my feelings will kind
of set in the next couple of weeks
when I look back on not playing
college basketball anymore, and 'll
kind of have a better grasp on it”

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS
The three’s junior year was
supposed to be defined by the
loss of John Bauman and Ben
Nwachukwu, two marquee post

to our fortitude as a team and to
Coach keeping us on the right
track that we were able to finish
that 7-7, and come away, not sat-
isfied, but proud of what we were
able to accomplish despite all the
adversity”

Foley and Scott pointed to the
contributions of Joe Bova, another
post player who also was forced
to play at less than 100 percent
due to nagging back problems.
This year’s seniors pointed to the
example set by Bova and Miller
as leaving a lasting impression on
their approach to the game.

“They played like their life was
on the line,” Scott explained, “and
that’s some-

double figures nine times that year.
Playing his best when the stakes
were the highest, Scott found his
rhythm in Ancient Eight play even
with his shoulder troubles, scor-
ing 24 against Brown, 20 against
Princeton, and 19 against Penn.

ONE LAST TIME
Looking back, the seniors see
a maturation process in their play.
As they grew older, Bulger, Foley,
and Scott point to a greater recogni-
tion of their respective roles and to
a greater appreciation of the mental
side of the game as central to their
development on the court.
Scott explained that from the
start Jones

thing that I'm “..If we can keep build- has empha-
always going . . sized their
to appreciate lng lt, eventua]_ly I thlnk importance
because I was | | . to the team,
outtherewith it's going to turn around  whether its
them, next to 5,  being “the
them,doingit  and break loose here”  guy~ that
as well. They . would stop
were basical- —Kevin BUder their [the
ly the reason opponent’s]

why we were able to overcome so
much that year”

Lost in the three seniors’ efforts
to credit Miller and Bova s their own
performance that year. Bulger, after
all, shared team MVP honors after
the 2008-2009 season with Miller.
His stat sheet gives an idea of his
vast contributions—Bulger finished
that year the team leader in assists,
second in steals, and fourth in re-
bounds, despite being listed at only

best player, like Kevin has done
for the past four years, or to be the
kid that comes off the bench [in his
freshman and sophomore years]
or starts [the last two years] and
runs the team like the point guard
that Pat is”

Realizing those roles has been an
ongoing process, one that has coin-
cided with a greater understanding
of what it takes to win and what it
means to be part of a team.

filling in that void.”

Freshman Mark Cisco echoed
this sentiment. When asked what he
would miss most about the seniors,
Cisco responded, “Their overall
commitment. They were willing to
do anything to help the team”

That type of attitude has been
present throughout the entire se-
nior class, and has distinguished
the three as tri-captains of this
year’s squad.

“I think they did a great job
leading, and I think they did a
great job especially leading by ex-
ample,” sophomore guard Noruwa
Agho said. “On and off the court
they definitely do everything that
coach Jones talks about and they
definitely do everything that yields
a successful program and a suc-
cessful basketball team.”

Jones cannot say enough about
his senior class.

“They’ve been unbelievable.
They've been as important to
this program as any seniors we've
had. They've just meant so much.”
Jones went on, saying, “They’ve
epitomized what this program’s all
about, how hard you need to work,
the type of person you need to be,
and the type of teammate you need
to be. Were going to miss those
guys quite a bit”

This season they’ve shown why,
as Scott and Foley have once again
proven to be dangerous offensive-
ly. Scott has averaged 9.0 points
per game, including 43.9 percent
shooting from 3-point land, even

ez

THROUGH THE YEARS | Bulger, Foley, and Scott were counted on from the beginning to elevate the Columbia basketball program.

FILE PHOTOS

players who were expected to
leave major vacancies under the
basket for the Lions. Expectations
for that year were deflated by such
a substantial loss down low.

Injuries added to the Lions’
concerns, with promising trans-
fer Brian Grimes blowing out his
knee during preseason and Foley
suffering a foot injury and miss-
ing a large chunk of games in the
middle of the season. Scott was
also limited by an injury to his
shoulder late in the season.

At the end of the year, however,
Columbia found themselves at 7-7
in the Ivy League, the same con-
ference mark the Light Blue had
in the previous two campaigns.
The credit, the seniors agree, goes
to class of 2009 star Jason Miller
and his emergence as one of the
league’s premier big men.

“I don’t think you can talk
about that year without talking
about Jason, and how much he
stepped up,” Foley immediately
responded when asked about his
junior season.

“Tason Miller;” chimed in Scott.
“I mean when you lose two big guys
and you don' lose anything re-
ally in production up front, theres
nothing else that can be said”

“But I mean, that year,” Foley
added, “not where we wanted to
be, but still, I think considering
we had a lot of injuries, we all felt
good about how we finished that
year considering what we had
been through. It was a testament

6-foot-3 on the roster. Not known
asascorer, Bulger stepped up when
called upon, hitting a jumper in the
lane with 4.2 seconds to go to give
the Lions an exhilarating one-point
win over Harvard at home.

Foley and Scott made sure their
classmate was not the only big time
performer in the backcourt that
year. Despite the extended absence
caused by his injured foot, Foley had
his most productive season, averag-
ing 10.9 points a game along with
2.5 assists. He was the team’s floor
general, creating shots both for him-
self and his
teammates.
His 1.33 assist
to turnover
ratio, as well
as his 82.2
percent free
throw per-
centage, both
indicated his
maturation as
a point guard.
Tellingly, his
return helped to spark the Lions on
a6-1runinleague play and cement-
ed his position as one of the premier
point guards in the Ivy League with
a particularly strong conference
season. It was no coincidence that
when Foley went down once more
with an injury at the end of the year,
the Lions went on a 1-3 skid.

Scott, by now in his third year
as a starter, continued to pun-
ish teams anytime they gave him
a look at the basket, scoring in

“We have an identity

now, whereas we were

kind of the whipping
boys, I think, in
previous years.”

When asked what he hopes
the underclassmen will learn
from his example, Bulger pointed
to this learning process.

“What 'm hoping they can
learn or take away is the idea that
to be successful and to be a part
of the team, a key component,
you don’t necessarily have to be
the best player, the best shooter,
the strongest guy,” he explained,
citing his own growth as a player
as an example.

“If you can find your niche
along the way, which is kind of
something
I feel like
I've done a
little bit, just
in terms of
defensively
and being
an energy
guy or what-
not, you can
definitely
contribute
and help the

—Patrick Foley

team win?”

Bulger has embodied this
idea as much as anyone, filling
any needs the Light Blue has
been faced with in the backcourt.
When Foley re-injured his shoul-
der this season, Bulger was forced
to take a larger role on offense,
one that he has embraced.

“We ask so much of him,
Jones said of Bulger. “Point
guard is not his natural position,
and he’s done a great job all year

as the offense has shifted its fo-
cus towards breakout star Agho.
Foley, when healthy, has averaged
9.1 points per game, good for sec-
ond on the team. He is also third on
the team in assists, despite missing
11 of 26 games and making only a
brief appearance on Senior Night.

Bulger has answered the call,
adding point guard to his respon-
sibilities as the team’s defensive
ace. He leads the team in assists
and is second in steals, but it is
his leadership and his energy that
make his efforts so vital to the
Light Blue. All three have shown
maturity in accepting smaller
roles offensively with the emer-
gence of Agho, the team’s scor-
ingleader and the nation’s leader
in 3-point percentage for a large
part of the year.

Despite the fact they have not
lived up to expectations this year,
Columbia has turned in several
marquee wins, including a dramat-
ic 56-55 win at Levien to complete
the first sweep of Ivy-rival Penn
for the first time since the 1967-
1968 season. At Penn’s famous
Palestra Gymnasium, Columbia
pulled out a gritty 66-62 win in
front of a raucous crowd.

THE LEGACY

It is a sign of the progress the
program has made that this year’s
(10-16, 4-8 Ivy) record is consid-
ered a disappointment. In the two
years before this year’s seniors ar-
rived on campus, Columbia went

3-11 and 4-10 in conference play.
After going 7-7 in their first three
seasons, with two wins this week-
end the triumvirate would be-
come the first class at Columbia
to finish in the top four in the Ivy
League in over thirty years.

“The expectations are high-
er when you finish 7-7 in three
consecutive years,” Jones pointed
out. “We have high aspirations,”
he went on, explaining that af-
ter the seniors showed up on
campus, “we started to be really
knocking on the door [in the Ivy
League]. Last year, on Feb. 24,
were one game out of first”

Talking about their record
in Ivy play, Foley commented,
“Obviously that’s not where wed
like to be, but it feels good to
come into the program and kind
of see it progress to a point where
we're a respected program in the
league now. We have an identity
now, whereas we were kind of the
whipping boys, I think, in previ-
ous years—we were 2-25 or what-
ever. I think a lot of credit’s got to
go to Coach for helping to turn
this place around a little bit and
just instilling a new sort of cul-
ture into Columbia basketball”

Scott agreed, adding that al-
though “we didn’t get our ultimate
goal of winning the championship,
we are still making the strides that
we need to make in order to de-
velop. We're trying to change the
whole pattern of Columbia bas-
ketball into an upswing”

It hasn’t been easy, as Bulger
acknowledged when asked about
the strides his class has made
during their time in Morningside
Heights. The process has been
long and arduous, but there is
a sense of satisfaction in the re-
spect Columbia now draws from
around the league.

“Looking back, I've started to
realize how difficult it is to turn
a program around because along
with getting in better players and
guys that fit into what you're try-
ing to teach, you need support
from alumni, from fans, from
the other coaches,” Bulger ex-
plained. “I think getting to the
point were at now, like Pat was
saying, teams aren't just putting
a W on the scoreboard before the
game even starts.”

It hasn’t just been conference
rivals who have acknowledged
Columbia’s progress. The stu-
dent body has appreciated the
basketball team’s improved play,
and it has shown at home games
at Levien.

“I've got to say, it’s been
great—the turnouts we've gotten
at games this year. It’s really sur-
prised me actually, because we've
kind of been struggling this year,”
Foley said. “I think, since I've been
here, it’s been the best fan sup-
port we've had around here, and
it’s really nice to see that. There’s
nothing like playing in front of a
packed house and even just get-
ting a comment from someone
walking by like ‘Hey, great game
last night’ T don't think there’s
a much better feeling than that.
It’s definitely added incentive to
play for your home crowd and for
your school when you got some-
thing behind you?”

Bulger added that it’s not just
students who have gotten be-
hind the squad. Last year, he and
Foley took the History of Higher
Education with Barnard history
professor Robert McCaughey.
McCaughey took a special interest
in the basketball stars, including
them on a list of famous Columbia
and Ivy League athletes when the
class studied collegiate athletics.

“People always joke about how
the Columbia community is pret-
ty apathetic towards sports, and
it’s difficult to bring people out,
and obviously winning is the only
thing that’s ever going to truly
change that. We've really seen a
change,” Bulger said, pointing to
the McCaughey anecdote as an
example. “Just things like that,
where people are having a re-
newed interest in and support for
basketball and athletics in gen-
eral, has been really great”

And so when Bulger, Scott,
and Foley leave campus, they
will not just be leaving a hole on
the basketball court. It will be
their impact in the classroom,
around campus, and on the entire
Columbia Athletics Department
that will be missed.

Discussing their chance of
becoming one of the premier
classes in school history, Bulger
explained that change is just be-
ginning, saying, “It’s obviously
not our goal to be .500 or get six
wins in the Ivy League, but if we
can keep building it, eventually
I think it’s going to turn around
and break loose here”



Pick up a copy of the Spectator
tomorrow to read a preview of
the final games of the women’s
basketball season against Yale
and Brown in Levien Gym.

i1 Check Spectator tomorrow for
a preview of the final games
of the men’s basketball season,
as Columbia travels to Yale
and Brown.
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e Iriumvirate

Seniors leave behind

an

TOMORROW TOMORROW

o]

Niko Scott
Shooting guard

Patrick Fdley
Point guard

GROWING UP | Pictured in the top row as freshmen, the seniors have grown as individuals as they have brought the team to new heights.

Kevin Bulger
Guard

-“"-'tii...

BY MICHELE CLEARY AND ZACH GLUBIAK
Columbia Daily Spectator

They have combined for over 6308 min-
utes of playing time. They have scored 1884
points, they have contributed 550 assists,
222 steals, and 593 rebounds. And the num-
bers are just the beginning of the story of the
outgoing men's basketball class of 2010.

Kevin Bulger, Patrick Foley, and Niko
Scott have left an indelible mark on the
Columbia program with their efforts both
on and off the court. In the two years be-
fore they came to Morningside Heights,
the Lions were a

1’10

LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS

The legacy that these seniors will leave
behind started when they were just juniors
in high school, being recruited by head
coach Joe Jones and his staff. Though all
three came from different backgrounds,
they all knew that Columbia was the right
choice for them.

“It’s just one of those things where you
can’t necessarily pinpoint it on any one
thing,” Bulger said. “I was really comfort-
able and kind of knew this is where I'd
want to end up”

Bulger made his first visit to Columbia
when he was beginning his junior year of
high school, and even though he also looked
at Brown and Yale, he knew that Columbia
was right for him early on.

Part of the reason why Bulger was
drawn to Columbia was because coach

FILE PHOTOS

transformed program

Jones was working on building a much
more successful program.

“I remember when Coach was re-
cruiting me, he was talking about how he
wanted players that wanted to help build
something,” Bulger said. “He didn’t want
guys that just wanted to come in and not
take pride in the program?

Scott was also pursued by Columbia
coaches during his junior year, and was
drawn to Columbia because of the op-
portunities it offered outside of basket-
ball and because of its location in New
York City.

“I never really

combined 7-21 in “We were always thought about the
Ivy League play. Now Ivy League until go-
theyhaveachanceto  Jooked at as the kids  ing into my senior
be the first group of year, when I thought,
seniors since the dass  that were going to have ‘Wow, theres somuch
of 1979 to finish in . more to offer in the
the top four of the vy~ tO brlng some sort Of college experience
League standings all ,,  thanjust basketball,”
four years. Only their Chal’lge to the game...  Scott said. “So that
final two games in the grabbed my attention
Light Blue jersey stand —Niko Scott and got me to com-
in their way. mit in my senior year,
midway through.”

Foley was first contacted after his junior
year, and though he was being recruited by
other schools, he knew almost immediately
that Columbia was right for him.

“I was lined up to visit a few different
schools—I was going to see Davidson,
Harvard, and Yale—and I came here to visit
early September. That was my first one, and
I just committed right away;” Foley said.

BAPTISM BY FIRE

Once they arrived on campus, Bulger,
Foley, and Scott had to perform right away.
When they joined the Lions in the 2006-07
season, the team was very young, with no
seniors and eight freshmen or sophomores,
giving the freshmen plenty of opportunities
to make their mark.

SENIORS, page 7

internship
in Building Community
June 13-August 7, 2010

Summer internship for undergraduates and graduate students
* |ntensive two-week seminar in community building

* Six weeks as resident advisers and program assistants for
Columbia’s Summer Program for High School Students

« §£2,000 stipend, plus room and board

“This internship has allowed me to better hone
in on what type of leader | want to be and has also
given me the tools to become that leader.”

—Brittamy Swett (1BC 20040

ko

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 8:00PM

Gravwemeyer Award-winning composer
Sebastian Currier (b. 1959) creates music
that s “lyncal, colorful, frmly rooted in
tradition, but absolutely new.” says The
Washington Post This program spotlights
two Miller Theatre commissions, featunng a
world premiere and an encore performance
of Curner's Fiano Concerfo by Chrstopher
Taylor, called “the leading American pianist
of his generation” by the Boston Globe,

Night Time [1998)

Christopher Taylor, piano
Argento Chamher Ensemble
Michel Galante, conductor

TICKETS: $25 « CU STUDENTS W/ VALID 1D: §7
CU facultyistat! and Non-Columbia students wi valid 1D: $15

Sehastian Currier

Onstage discussion with Sebastian Currier and John Schaefer

Bodymusic [2009) fworld premiere, Miller Theatre commission]
Piano Concerto (2006) [Miller Theatre commission]

MILLERTHEATRE

COLUMEBIAUNIVERSITY

COMPOSER
PORTRAITS

MILLER THEATRE = 116th & Broadway = www.millertheatre.com = Bax Difice; 212-854-T798
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