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News, page 2

What Can Your Council
Do for You?

Look inside for dispatches
from the student councils of
Barnard and Columbia. The
Columbia College Student
Council’s Sunday meeting
featured a special guest.

A&E, page 3

Anybody Can Dance
The Columbia Tango

Whether you're a beginner
or a pro, dance classes with
Columbia’s thriving tango
community will bring out
the Latin passion in you.

A&E, page 3

Getting Creative
With Writing Groups

Outside of the classroom,
creative writing students at
Columbia can fill the writ-
ing community void with
groups such as The Ugly
Fish Salon and Quarto.

Opinion, page 4

Leaving the Car
At Home

Columnist MaryAlice Parks
endorses Mayor Bloomberg’s
proposal to close off parts of
Broadway to cars, arguing
that New York won’t lose its
identity if it clears its iconi-
cally congested streets.

Sports, page 8

Light Blue Victimized
By Injuries to Big Men

Chronic injury problems in
the Columbia frontcourt have
sidelined men’s basketball
stars such as Joe Bova, Brian
Grimes, and Asenso Ampim
for key games this year.

Sports, page 8

Columbia Backcourt
Overmatched in Losses

‘Women'’s basketball hosted
Harvard and Dartmouth

this weekend and emerged
with two defeats. Columbia’s
guards were outplayed at key
moments in the losing efforts.

ColumbiaSpectator.com

Crossing Over to the
Immigrant Side

Check out the Spectacle
blog for a review of Wayne
Kramer’s Crossing Over, a
movie about the immigrants’
struggles to receive legal
status in Los Angeles.
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SNOW DAY | Columbia’s
campus got several inches
of unexpected snow as a
stressful midterms week
approached. Riverside Park
was full of children enjoy-
ing the opportunity for
some sledding. Meanwhile,
University staff spent most
of the morning removing
snow from campus walk-
ways and paths.

Group Promotes Palestinian Rights

BY KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Spectator Staff Writer

While January’s wave of stu-
dent activism surrounding the
Gaza conflict has abated, an-
other is on the rise with Monday’s
launch of a Palestinian rights
campaign.

A group of Columbia students
has announced the formation of
the Columbia Palestine Forum,
a campaign intended to gather
support for Palestinian rights to
education and self-determination.
Inspired by student activism at
other colleges, group members
will hold a teach-in and a rally
this week and will have released
a list of demands that calls on
Columbia to take a stand in de-
fense of Palestinian students.

“President [Lee] Bollinger in
the past has denounced a call for
an academic boycott of Israel but

Bloomberg Cuts Funding for
of Parks and Rec.

never acknowledged the fact that
Palestinians don’t have a right
to education due to Israel’s oc-
cupation,” said Akua Gyamerah,
Mailman School of Public Health,
’10, one of the group’s organiz-
ers and a member of Barnard-
Columbia International Socialist
Organization. “We hope to get the
attention of the University and
have the University acknowledge
us as a serious group.”

The campaign’s leaders, who
were also a part of the Columbia
Community in Standing with
Gaza group during the January
rallies, have been planning the
campaign since the start of the
semester. Through conference
calls organized by the Campus
Antiwar Network, group members
have been communicating with
students from Hampshire College
and the University of Rochester,
who persuaded their schools to

divest some of the companies that
profit from the conflict.

The demands call on the
University to grant a number of
annual scholarships for Palestinian
students to attend Columbia, to
partner with and provide aid to
a Palestinian university, to fully
disclose its budget and endow-
ment in order to ascertain that
tuition money is not being used
“to violate people’s human rights,”
and to formally state support for
the Palestinian right to self-de-
termination.

The University has acknowl-
edged in a statement that it
has yet to hear these demands
from the group. “Since this is
the first we have heard of these
particular demands from any
students at Columbia, we can’t
comment specifically,” Brian

SEE PALESTINE, page 2

BC to Raise Tuition
By Three Percent

Tuition Hike Will Help College
Meet Expected Increase in Aid

BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Staff Writer

Gregory Brown, vice president of
finance and planning at Barnard, an-
nounced a3 percent tuition increase
for the 2009-2010 academic yearata
financial forum on Monday evening.
The hike will amount to an increase
of about $1560 more per student,
which Barnard hopes will bolster
financial aid when coupled with a
faculty wage freeze.

At the forum in the James Room,
Brown elucidated Barnard’s financial
situation. While Brown said the en-
dowment had crossed the $200 mil-
lion line two years ago, numbers that
span Dec. 31, 2008 show a decline
of about 25 percent to $163 million.
Though the loss seems dramatic,
Brown contextualized it with a full
explanation of finances at Barnard,
illustrating that the absolute loss may
not be as extreme as it looks.

Brown used a presentation that
he has shown to the Barnard Board
of Trustees to illustrate Barnard’s
finances, specifically pointing to a
pie chart that represented Barnard’s
budget revenue for Fiscal Year 2009.
The chart displayed the makeup of
the money on which Barnard runs,
whose total added up to $137.6 mil-
lion. 78 percent of Barnard’s revenue
derives from tuition and room and
board. Unrestricted gifts constitute
five percent, and 10 percent of the
revenue is labeled as “other.” Funds
drawn from the endowment consti-

BARNARD BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009
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tute only seven percent of revenue—as
compared to 13 percent at Columbia
and 34 percent at Wellesley—mak-
ing the absolute losses amount to
25 percent of that seven percent, a
meager loss when compared with
those of other institutions of higher
education.

Brown used a similar chart to
outline Barnard’s budget for 2009,
explaining how the money would be
allocated—39 percent of Barnard’s
annual revenue would go towards
salary and wages, 12 percent would

SEE BARNARD FINANCE, page 2
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BARNARD FINANCES | Barnard’s vice president for finance and planning
explained the College’s tuition increase to an audience of around 15.

Turkish Law Professor

NYC Dept.

BY AARON KIERSH
Spectator Staff Writer

Once lauded as a champion of New
York City’s green spaces, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg responded to the ongoing mu-
nicipal fiscal crisis by slashing the New York
City Department of Parks and Recreation’s
budget. While the mayor has not released
information on how specific parks will be
impacted, the cuts are likely to affect services
and amenities at parks citywide, including
local Morningside and Riverside Parks.

There are conflicting reports on how
much money parks will lose in the next
fiscal year. During his major Jan. 30 bud-
get speech, Bloomberg revealed only one
specific reduction—a $5.6 million cut
that will result in the loss of 167 seasonal
employees. But the budget posted on the
city’s official Web site shows the Parks
Department losing slightly more than $20
million between 2009 and 2010. Meanwhile,
some park advocates suggest that the cuts
may not exceed $14 million.

A Parks Department spokesman, Philip
Abramson, declined to elaborate but said
of the city’s $4 billion deficit, “Some
tough economic times lie ahead—not
only for New York City but for the state
and the nation.”

Abramson also said that Bloomberg’s
decision to shrink the parks budgets does
not run counter to the mayor’s policy of im-
proving parks. “During Mayor Bloomberg’s
tenure, we have renovated and expanded
New York City’s emerald empire more than
at any time since the 1930s.”

Some local park watchers are not worried
by the city’s plans. Alexander Brash, senior
northeast regional director of the National
Parks Conservation Association, said that
the department will probably privatize some

programs in order to cut costs and maintain
the current level of service. “Even in this
climate, the worst they might implement
is a hiring freeze rather than layoffs,” he
said. “Layoffs are very disruptive. They
happen, yes, but I don’t see it happening at
this point. Personally, 'm optimistic about
this situation.”

Brash expects the parks to increase rev-
enue by raising fees and opening waterfront
areas to businesses, and he predicts that
some projects under construction may be
shut down.

Yet not all local advocates are as con-
fident about the future of city parks.
Sheelah Feinberg, government and ex-
ternal relations director at New Yorkers
for Parks, said that her group will oppose
any budget reduction that may threaten
the parks’ maintenance.

“There is definitely a downward trend in
terms of parks financing,” she said, referring
to this year’s reductions as well as $11 million
of cuts last year. “We gave playgrounds in
New York City a C+ grade this year because
they weren’t well- maintained. There was
litter and graffiti. Seasonal staffing in the
summer has to alleviate that.”

Feinberg added that calling for additional
funds is difficult in light of the current fed-
eral, state, and municipal budget woes, but
she recommended that the parks request
some federal stimulus money.

Other observers warn that the city will
be presented with even greater expenses in
the future if the current level of investment
in parks is not maintained.

“I know that the city parks budget has
been in a better place than it was in previ-
ous administrations,” said Robin Dropkin,
executive director of Parks & Trails New

SEE PARKS, page 2

Speaks on Democracy

BY HILARY SOLOFF
Spectator Staff Writer

Ergun Ozbudun, professor of Law
at Bilkent University, Turkey, has harsh
words for Turkey’s current government:
“Pluralism is not in the structure of the
state. The state is overpowering.”

Ozbudun, a one-time chair of the aca-
demic committee to draft a new Turkish
constitution and a Distinguished Scholar
in Residence of the Institute for Religion,
Culture, and Public Life, spoke to a group of
around 40 students and other guests Monday
night on his hopes for democratic change
in Turkey. The event was a precursor to a
two-day conference this Friday and Saturday
organized by Dr. Ahmet Kuru, deputy direc-
tor of the Center for the Study of Democracy,
Toleration, and Religion. The conference is
part of Kuru’s wider lecture series entitled
“Transforming Secularism, Democracy, and
Nationalism in Turkey.”

“In the aftermath of Sept. 11, people
generally think in black and white, evil and
good,” Kuru said. “Islam is not compatible
with democracy, Islam is not compatible
with secularism. But we try to show that
actually things are more complex, that
Islam is not monolithic, that there are
diverse Muslim politics, diverse interpre-
tations of Islam.”

Ozbudun sat at the head of a table with
attendees filling up the remainder of the
seats. The rest of the audience filled the
room, sitting in chairs surrounding the
edge of the room or standing in the back.
Both Kuru and Alfred Stepan, director of
the Center for the Study of Democracy,
Toleration, and Religion and a Wallace S.
Sayre Professor of Government, opened the
talk by introducing Ozbudun. Ozbudun,

who began by reminiscing about the year

Elazibarousu.org.tr

ERGUN 0ZBUDUN

he spent as a visiting professor at Columbia
30 years ago, focused his talk on sum-
marizing part of a larger study, “Turkey,
Plural Society, and the Monolithic State.”
He argued that pluralism is not in the
structure of the state of Turkey and that
this paradox is the key to resolving many
issues involving the democratization of
Turkey. “The conflict between account-
able authority and nonelected state agen-
cies is a fundamental point of conflict,”
he added.

Kuru noted that a general goal of the
talk was to contribute to several debates.
He said that by discussing nationalism,
populism, and secularism as key ideologies
in the founding philosophy of the republic,
Ozbudun is addressing the debate between
Islam and secularism.

“The talk shows that there are not simply
good guys, the secularists, and bad buys,
the Islamists. There is more than that,”
Kuru said. “And it shows the relationship
between ideology and democracy because
people are not simply following material
gains. You see how ideology is important
in the Turkish case.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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EVENTS — MARCH 3

Financial Crisis Discussion

Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz and
economist Prabhat Patnaik will dis-
cuss the global financial crisis. Jomo
Kwame Sundaram will moderate the
discussion. Registration not required.

301 Uris, 11 a.m.

March 3, 2009

Literature and Terror

Dalia Sofer, author of 7he Septembers
of Shiraz, will participate in a dis-
cussion moderated by St. John’s
professor Dohra Ahmad and spon-
sored by the Instutue of Religion,
Culture, and Public Life.

IAB 1501, 7 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“As we look at reductions,
we're trying to make sure
reductions don't affect
your classroom experience
or your living experience.”

—Greg Brown
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Cuts Could Impact Parks
In Morningside Heights

PARKS from front page

York, an Albany-based advocacy organi-
zation. “But the infrastructure is old. If
you don’t replace the shingles every year,
youre going to have to eventually puta
whole new roof on the house, which is
more expensive than the repairs.”
Feinberg fears that continued cuts

may signal a return to the policies of
earlier decades when neglected parks
became notorious hotspots for crime.
“Parks are an experience for New Yorkers
to experience the outdoors in a safe and
fun environment,” she said. “We don’t
want parks to become the sore sights that
they were in the 1970s.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

Group Issues Demands for

Divestment,

PALESTINE from front page

Connolly, associate vice president for
media relations said in a statement
on behalf of the University. “But it
is worth noting that our University
Senate ... is provided regular, detailed
updates on the university’s budget
and finances, which are also pub-
licly reported each year.” Connolly
also pointed to the University’s “ac-
tively engaged” Socially Responsible
Investing committee and said that “we
welcome qualified Palestinian students
to Columbia and work with them, as
we do with all international students
and scholars, to facilitate visas and
provide appropriate financial aid.”

Group members hope to read their de-
mands to the Columbia administration at
noon on Thursday following a Wednesday
discussion forum for students, faculty,
and New-York-area activists. Members
have said they have not yet determined
to which administrators they will be ad-
dressing their remarks.

While group members have said that
their campaign is generating support,
not all students agree with the group’s
premise. “This is a deliberate attempt
to single out one country, one group of
people—Israel—among many other na-

tions,” Jacob Shapiro, GS/JTS ’10 and

Scholarships

president of LionPAC, a pro-Israel stu-
dent group, said of the campaign’s calls
for divestment from the occupation. “I
think the effort is totally unreasonable
and misguided and in many cases factu-
ally inaccurate,” added Shapiro, who is
also an editor in Spectator’s sports section.
“The University’s job is not to condemn
countries.”

Yet group members have defended
their reasons for specifically addressing
their campaign to Israel, stating that
recent and past events have motivated
students to take action.

“I think we have a very good reason
to single out the actions of Israel,” said
first-year GSAS student Matt Swagler, one
of the group’s organizers and a member
of the Barnard-Columbia International
Socialist Organization. “I think there’s
a very long history of the dispossession
of the Palestinian people and the very
recent destruction of Gaza.”

The group will be holding a mass
organizing meeting next week centered
on the list of demands and the topics
of transparency and divestment. “As a
group, we're looking to make this a long-
term project,” Swagler said. “The idea of
this campaign isn’t that it’s going to be
something that fades away at the end of
the semester.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Harvard Delays Cornell’s
Title Bid

BY MAXPURO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Needing only two wins to clinch its
second straight Ivy title, Cornell (19-9, 9-3
Ivy) traveled to Dartmouth and Harvard in
its quest to seal the deal. When all was said
and done, the Big Red were unable to punch
their ticket to March Madness.

Friday night's game in Hanover went
according to plan, as the Big Red simply
outclassed Dartmouth (9-17, 7-5) in every
facet, cruising to a 75-57 win. After a three-
pointer by David Rufful cut the Cornell
lead to only two, the Big Red unleashed
its balanced attack, closing the half with
a 12-4 run.

In the second half, momentum seemed
to shift sides as Dartmouth cut its deficit to
three. But the Big Red stayed calm, hitting
three straight three-pointers to put the game
out of reach.

Cornell had four players in double fig-
ures, led by Ryan Wittman’s 20 points and
six rebounds. The Big Red were also able to
stymie Dartmouth’s offense, holding them
to a 34.6 shooting percentage.

Looking to spoil Cornell’s title run,
Harvard (13-13, 5-7) received solid perfor-
mances from Drew Housman and Jeremy Lin
as the Crimson edged the Big Red 71-70.

After Wittman hit one of two free throws
to give Harvard a narrow one-point advan-
tage with 1:46 to go, neither team was able
to score down the stretch. Cornell had one
more opportunity to take the lead, but Louis
Dale’s last-second shot was deflected by Keith
Wright to secure the victory.

Harvard shotan astounding 52.3 percent
in the win. Both Lin and Housman scored
20 points and had four assists in leading
the Crimson to its first weekend sweep of
Columbia and Cornell in the last seven
years. Wittman led the way for Cornell with
24 points.

With an opening to climb back into con-
tention, Princeton (12-12, 7-4) got the job
done, sweeping Brown (7-19, 1-11) and Yale
(12-13, 7-5) over the weekend. After falling
behind early on Friday, the Bears mounted a
frantic firschalf rally, goingona 13-4 run to
end the period. But Princeton’s defense was

superb in the second half; holding Brown to
24 percent shooting, including 1-for-12 from
downtown, en route to a 56-48 victory.

Coming off the bench, freshman Douglas
Davis scored 16 points on 7-for-11 shooting
to lead Princeton. Brown was carried by
Peter Sullivan’s 21 points and Chris Skrelja’s
16 rebounds.

Just as in Friday’s match, Princeton
jumped out to a huge lead against the Elis,
scoring the first 14 points of the contest
before Alex Zampier hit a three-pointer
with 13:57 to go in the first half, triggering
a 13-0 Yale run.

The Tigers built a seven-point halftime
lead and held on fora 62-54 triumph. In the
second half; the Tiger offense truly clicked
as they shot 65 percent from the field to put
the Bulldogs away.

Dan Mavraides led the way with 16
points and six rebounds. Davis had another
solid outing, scoring 12 points off the bench.
Yale had a big game from Zampier, who
scored 19 points in 34 minutes of action.
Prior to seeing their three-game winning
streak snapped at Princeton, the Elis were
able to defeat Penn (9-16, 5-6), 87-79. A
see-saw first half put the teams neatly even
at the half; but an offensive explosion by
Yale in the second half put the Bulldogs
ahead for good.

‘The Bulldogs shota solid 62.1 percent as
they scored 51 second-half points, including
40 from inside the paint. Yale had a solid
performance again from Zampier (19 points)
and Ross Morin (20 points, eight boards).
Penn was led by 24 points off the bench from
Harrison Gaines.

‘The weekend nearly turned into disaster
for the Quakers as they got off to a poor
start against Brown, who took a 13-point
lead midway through the first half. But Penn
battled back and headed into halftime down
by only two.

Gaines again played a key role, scoring
14 points and grabbing six rebounds in the
second half as Penn prevailed down the
stretch, 64-54.

Kevin Egee scored 13 points for the
Quakers. Matt Mullery paced Brown with
a double-double in the loss (19 points and
10 rebounds).

Dispatches from Student Council Meetings

Columbia College Student Council

“You'd be shocked at how isolating Low
Library is,” Senior Executive Vice President
Robert Kasdin said at a recent Columbia
College Student Council meeting.

“You should set up a Twitter account,”
CCSC President George Krebs, CC *09,
replied.

And so Kasdin, of the University’s central
administration, ventured out from Low on
Sunday for an annual visit to the Council,
one intended to boost the working relation-
ship with the administration. But before
hearing student suggestions for the College,
Kasdin addressed University finances. He
stressed that Columbia was relatively well-
off financially compared to some of its peer
institutions, though he did admit that there
may be more difficulties this year in carving
out the spring budget, particularly in defin-
ing where financial priorities lie.

“I worry a lot about the senior class,”
Kasdin said of the difficulties students
would face in navigating the job market
upon graduation. “I’s a little more com-
plicated right now.”

But space demands, advising, financial
aid, and a desire for better campus cohesion
were on the minds of council members.
Students called for increased access to space
in graduate schools and greater assistance
for student groups with smaller budgets,
some of which have experienced difficulties
in reserving rooms for activities. With the
Barnard student center and the future sixth
floor Lerner advising center still under con-
struction, members said that student space
was lacking. Although Kasdin mentioned
that he was under the impression that Lerner
Six was “going well,” other administrators
have said that the project may be several
years from completion.

Kasdin also said that even after the

construction of new University buildings in
Manhattanville, the Morningside Heights
campus would remain the focal point of
undergraduate life. It is unlikely that there
will be dorms in the extended campus, he
said, as the first major projects will be devoted
to graduate research programs.

'The fate of the Portal project—an online
consolidated source for across-the-board stu-
dent information—still seemed uncertain,
with preliminary cost estimates exceeding
$75,000. “It’s really worth sitting down and
crunching the numbers,” Kasdin said, ques-
tioning whether designing a new Web site
for the Portal would be a good use of time
in the remaining days of the semester.

Still, despite Kasdin’s worries for graduat-
ing seniors, he said he saw college as a “magi-
cal period” for students. While Kasdin said
that many of the critiques council members
had of Columbia were not issues he had di-
rect control over, he encouraged the students
to seek out college deans for help making
day-to-day improvements.

No word on whether a Low Library
Twitter account has been set up.

—Alix Pianin

Barnard’s Student Government
Association

The Student Government Association
held a shorter Monday night meeting than
usual after a Barnard financial forum with
Vice President of Finance Greg Brown.
EcoReps, gender-blind housing, and se-
curity vans are just a few of the issues on
members’ minds.

Although the previous one call, one
drop-off policy of the Barnard security vans
was unpopular, some Barnard students have
also expressed dissatisfaction with the new
multiple pick-up system. SGA President
Sarah Besnoff, BC ’09, said she plans to

Courtesy of Columbia.edu

ROBERT KASDIN

meet with the Barnard director of safety and
security to address student issues.

A proposal for gender-blind housing is
among the suggestions for new housing poli-
cies that members of the Barnard College
Diversity Committee are planning to dis-
cuss with Residential Life and Housing and
Barnard College Dean Dorothy Denburg.
The Diversity Committee also resolved to
encourage student groups to participate in
the upcoming annual Welcome Weekend,
which invites students from economically
challenged areas to visit Barnard.

The EcoReps mentioned their concerns
over campus water bottle usage, noting that
campus institutions such as Java City may
prove resistant to efforts to reduce sales of
their best-selling product. A senior gift,
council members suggested, may include an
improved water fountain to increase non-
bottled water availability. A meeting with
President Debora Spar also brought up the
possibility of creating a student wish list for
green initiatives on campus.

—Carly Silver

Losses Not Catastrophic in Context of BC

BARNARD FINANCE from front page

be spent on employee benefits, and 18 per-
cent would be slated for fixed costs such as
energy costs and the contract that affiliates
Barnard with Columbia University. “Variable
and discretionary spending” account for 10
percent of the budget.

This breakdown, in part, aided Brown
and the trustees in calculating a tuition hike
that would help the university meet a pro-
jected increase in financial aid requests. By
increasing the tuition portion of Barnard’s
revenue by three percent, the hike would
free up more Barnard grant money for
financial aid.

In a recent interview with Spectator,
Barnard President Debora Spar stressed
that she didn’t “want to see a large tuition
increase, because that is asking one part of
community to bear the burden. Its a delicate
balancing act.”

“For next year’s budget, we went to the
trustees with a proposal for the lowest in-
crease in over ten years for tuition, room, and

board,” Brown said. “What we are putting
forward for next year is a commitment to
financial aid first and foremost,” he said,
adding that the faculty has been asked to
sacrifice wage increases for the cause.

In the past year alone, Brown noted that
42 percent of Barnard students—about 1,100
students—received some sort of financial aid,
up one percent from 2007-2008. The lowest
need in the last decade was around five years
ago when financial aid recipients made up
37 percent of Barnard students.

“Throughout the history of the institu-
tion, financial aid has really been at the
core of who we are,” Brown said. Barnard
financial aid will count for $28.7 million in
Fiscal Year 2009, which ends June 30, and
is expected to rise to $30.6 million by the
end of Fiscal Year 2010. This year, when the
economic crisis caught Barnard by surprise,
need for aid increased, and projections fell
$1.5 million short. Barnard vice presidents
trimmed their budgets in order to make up
the difference.

Brown’s numbers for 2010 are estimates,

he said, since it’s too early to know what the
new need will be for continuing students.
Including books, room, and board, tu-
ition annually amounts to about $52,000.
According to Barnard Director of Financial
Aid Nanette Dilauro, who previously worked
at Columbia’s Office of Financial Aid,
Columbia’s Board of Trustees has not yet
announced any tuition changes and will
probably not do so until June.

Barnard’s Trustees are currently consid-
ering spending cuts. “T will say the fact that
we're going with no salary increases—at least
that’s the recommendation for now,” Brown
said. When asked about possible professional
cuts, he replied, “I don’t know yet. I'm not
projecting layoffs per se, but 'm looking at
how we do the business that we do.”

Faculty training will also be reduced, but
Barnard will not enact a hiring freeze. “If
there’s a search for an open faculty position
now, we're going to complete it and fill that
faculty position. As we look at reductions,
we're trying to make sure reductions don’t
affect your classroom experience or your

Tennis Wins Fifth Straight Match

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team finished
off a weekend sweep on Monday,
beating the College of Charleston
5-2 to push their spring record to
9-2. The Cougars were coming off
of a 5-2 loss to Princeton on Sunday
and will next travel to Richmond for
a match on Wednesday. Columbia
will return to action on Saturday,
hosting the annual Varsity/Alumni
Friends match. This will be the Lions’
last live action until they begin their
spring break training trip in Texas.

“I thought it was a very, very good
match,” head coach Bid Goswami
said. “They were solid from top to
bottom. They were all European,
French, and Belgian players, and I
think we played well.”

The Lions continued their strong
doubles play on Monday, winning all
three doubles matches, although each
was fiercely contested.

Senior Bogdan Borta’s absence
forced the Lions out of their regular
lineup. “Bogdan had a presentation so
he didn’t play in doubles,” Goswami
said.

Haig Schneiderman, CC’12, moved

up to play No. 1 doubles, and Mihai
Nichifor, SEAS ’12, teamed up with
Ekin Sezgen, CC 12, to play No. 2
doubles. At No. 3 doubles was the
normal duo of Dan Urban, CC ’09,
and Rajeev Deb-Sen, CC ’12.

Each of the matches was close, as
first and second doubles won 8-5, and
third doubles won 8-6.

“I thought they played good dou-
bles,” Goswami said. “The coach told
me they played much better than they
did against Princeton [on Sunday].”

Jon Wong, playing at his usual spot
at No. 1 singles, led the Lions with
an easy win.

“Jon, Bogdan, and Mihai all won
pretty handily, so we were up 4-0
and so the rest of the matches played
supertiebreaks instead of a third set,”
Goswami said.

The final scores of the matches were
not available by press time.

Overall, the Lions ended up sweep-
ing three nonconference opponents
this weekend, and their play against
Charleston in particular seemed to
please their head coach.

“I liked the way we played today,”
Goswami said.

The Lions will play again on
Saturday for the annual Varsity/
Alumni Friends match.

Ajit Pillai / Senior Staff Photographer
OWNING THE COURT | Kevin Kung and
the Lions knocked off the College
of Charleston with a 5-2 victory on
Monday, their fifth straight win. The
victory capped a 3-0 weekend for the
Light Blue.
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Columbia Creative Writing Groups Join Forces

BY IAN SCHEFFLER
Spectator Staff Writer

Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac,
Nadine Gordimer, Orhan Pamuk—
Columbia boasts an impressive his-
tory of student and faculty writers.
Yet until the University instituted the
creative writing major last year, the
undergraduate share of that storied
tradition was smaller than many writ-
ing enthusiasts would have liked.

In the last year, however, that pat-
tern showed signs of change as many
new or revitalized undergraduate
groups and publications began to
form close ties, laying the founda-
tion for one of the most active and
organized writing communities the
University has seen in years.

Last fall, Nellie Bowles and Catherine
Carberry, two CC’10 residents of Potluck
House majoring in comparative literature
and society, instituted Thursday night
workshops in their brownstone. They
named it the Ugly Fish Salon.

Don’t let the capriciousness of the
group’s name fool you—the Salon takes
writing seriously, bringing together
professors and students to share their
work and participate in workshop-style
critiques. When Bowles posted fliers in
Hamilton last fall, a gaggle of students
arrived for the first meeting.

Since workshops in the creative
writing department are capped at
15 students, the Salon fills a need
for communal activity among young
writers on campus. “Kids clearly

wanted it,” Bowles said, “and kids
clearly need something like this.”

But it was not until the inception of
monthly “lit nights” in the Postscrypt
Art Gallery below St. Paul’s Chapel that
the breadth of that desire became clear.
“The editors of more or less every cam-
pus journal were there,” Bowles
said. There is certainly
no shortage of literary
magazines on cam-
pus. Yet, as Bowles
explained, the ben-
efits of sharing one’s
work in a group are
invaluable. “After you
write a poem or a sto-
ry by yourself,” she said,

“it’s hard to have a sense of
completion with anything
you do.”

That hunger for community
has led a number of first-years who
attended Salon meetings to create a
new special interest community that
will be called Writer’s House. Next
year, eight aspiring writers will live
on the second floor of Wein.

“As a writer, the idea of people
who share a general outlook is both
comforting and enlightening and
exciting. It is turning what is com-
monly looked at as a profession into
a shared lifestyle and a friend group,”
said Jared Rosenfeld, CC ’12 and a
future resident of Writer’s House.

Writer’s House aims both to provide
a space in which writers can feel com-
fortable and to create a nexus for literary

&

events. “The main goal is to bring togeth-
er the disparate pockets of writing enthu-
siasts,” said Erica Weaver, CC ’12 and
co-coordinator of Writer’s

House.

= Tl
T
Another
player on the writing scene is
Quarto, the creative writing de-
partment’s recently revitalized
undergraduate magazine. Co-executive

editor Casey Black, GS ’10, attended
one Quarto meeting last fall and was
“astonished that a literary magazine
which has been around for 60 years
was getting so little attention.”

He and Anastasia McLetchie,
CC ’09, set up a series of events
to promote Quarto, in-
cluding a com-
petitive read-

ing judged
by audience
members
whose win-
ner (Dalton
LaBarge, CC
’12) will be
published in
this semester’s
issue. Of the
magazine’s
long-term
goals, Black
said, “We want
Quarto to be a
) new and fresh
> look at what lit-
" erature is.”
How does Quarto fit
into the writing community
promoted by Ugly Fish and Writer’s
House? “We really sort of recognized
that we were heading up three dif-
ferent groups with three different
functions,” Black said. “We weren’t
interested in infiltrating one another,
but supporting each other’s roles, at-
tending each other’s events, ultimately
forming a community.”

IR DANCE

Kenneth Jackson/ Staft Photographer

TWOTO TANGO | Robin Thomas’s Thursday night tango classes at Barnard bring dancers from all walks of life to the relaxed Argentinian-inspired atmosphere. The

classes stress connection between partners, organic improvisation, and care-free creativity while transporting students to an alternate world.

Tango Finally Finds Its Comfort Zone at Columbia

BY CATHERINE RICE
Spectator Staff Writer

If you don’t like to dance,
then you’re probably the perfect
candidate for Robin Thomas’s
Thursday night tango classes
in 304 Barnard Hall.

Robin Thomas has been teach-
ing Argentine tango at universities
around the country for years with
weekly classes at Princeton and Yale.
He began the classes at Columbia
only two years ago, and they’ve since
grown to accommodate beginners
in a class at 8 p.m., intermediate
dancers at 9 p.m., and a practica
(practice) session at 10 p.m. in which
anyone can experiment with newly
learned steps.

Thomas works to make tango
more accessible by breaking down

steps in a non-stressful environ-
ment. Using the philosophy of the
“five essential steps,” Thomas gets
his students to focus more on con-
necting with their partners and the
music rather than worrying about
sequences. “You don’t need to do
very much because tango is more
about connection and entertaining
your partner with musicality rather
than doing complicated patterns
that you've memorized,” he said.
Therefore, the stereotypical im-
age of dancers working to impress
audiences with intensely prepared
technical steps does not apply.
The class is structured so that
during the warm-up exercises, steps
are broken down into simpler ele-
ments and practiced individually.
The dancers stand all together in
the beginning in a more open em-
brace. Then, later on, the dancers

Kenneth Jackson / Staff Photographer

work in pairs, and there is a more
closed embrace that defines the con-
nection between the two partners.
Thomas’s teaching partner, Kyra
Mares, described this connection
between partners as very special
and unique with a lot of “unspoken
communication.”

Thomas also believes that
Argentine tango lends itself par-
ticularly well to accessibility by
virtue of its organic quality. “There
is a connection in Argentine tango
that I don’t feel in other dances ...
There’s a lot of improvisation and
creativity, and an almost unlimited
number of possibilities for what you
can do,” Thomas said. The dancers
work to enjoy moving with each other
and with the music in a natural way
rather than trying to compete in a
more specialized atmosphere. “I don’t
know how to dance, but I know how
to tango,” Mares said.

The tango classes represent a way
of teaching and learning that can
only occur in the unique environ-
ment of the University. Thomas
and Mares enjoy teaching students
because the students are both quick
to learn and sociable. “We try to
make it funny, make people laugh.
You don’t have to be a dancer, we
aim it towards something that ev-
erybody can do,” Mares said. This
is especially true of the practica,
which gives dancers the opportunity
to experiment with steps they’'ve
learned in class while working with
more experienced dancers that may
not attend the classes but will attend
the practica. It also allows Thomas
and Mares to give students per-
sonal attention, helping them with

particular moves without having to
follow a schedule.

There is the sense between
Thomas and Mares that tango danc-
ers live in an alternate world, a place
that is removed from the trivialities
and weariness of everyday life and
reality. It is for this reason that
Thomas enjoys teaching students
at Barnard and Columbia—because
he believes that students don’t live
in the real world, and he finds it
easier to connect with them when
teaching. Mares, on the other hand,
tries to bring tango “down-to-earth”
by “simplifying it and making con-
nections with everyday life things.
These people are in the real world
and they’re coming into our world,
and it’s hard to understand what
we’re talking about.”

Whatever world the teachers and
students live in, the tango commu-
nity at Columbia is one that is es-
tablished and one that is determined
to have a good time. In the practica,
Thomas and Mares get to put some
names to the faces that they’ve been
teaching during classes. “We see all
these faces every day, and we like to
sit down and figure out what they
do. It’s great to get to know our
students,” Mares said.

Thomas and Mares simply hope
that their emphasis on teaching
young people will foster a growth in
the tango community on Columbia’s
campus as well as at other univer-
sities and in the greater New York
City area. “I've been teaching at
Columbia for two years, and I feel
as though we’re just getting at the
beginning. It’s just about to begin
growing a lot.”
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Sculptures

In Queens
A Big Draw

ur-
round-
ed
by a neon
yellow pebbled
courtyard
and vintage
storefronts,
SculptureCenter
S A in Long Island
P City, Queens
deconstructs
the boundar-
ies between art
and recep-
tion space.

A
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RAP
ART IN FOUR
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Its warehouse structure provokes
visual curiosity even before one reach-
es the visitor’s booth that functions

as part of the current exhibition.

The nonprofit center, run by a small,

deeply committed staff, promotes the
work of contemporary artists. Off
the beaten track, it serves as less of a
tourist destination than as a haunt
of the art cognoscenti. According

to director of communications and
practicing artist Nickolas Roudané,
the organization’s independent status
promotes its ability to challenge the
viewer and to emanate a vibe that is
both welcoming and experimental.

The architecture of this nineteenth-

century trolley warehouse interacts
with the pieces on display, negating the
limits of what can and cannot con-
stitute sculpture. Likewise, Roudané
described the center as anything but

a “hermetic, idealist space” since it
allows the structural elements of the
building to influence the works. In
fact, Roudané assured me that I was
not hallucinating when I noticed that
even the site’s fire alarms, peeling paint,
and exposed pipes could conceptu-

ally connect with an installation.

He stated that the space’s inher-

ent overload of visual information
challenges the artist and promotes a
“dialogue between art and location.”
The second floor of the center cur-
rently hosts the “In Practice” series and
exhibits the work of emerging artists,
who work with curators to adapt the
pieces to the center’s unique space.

According to Roudané, “The goal

of contemporary art is to set off a series
of questions.” The current first floor
exhibit, “The Space of the Work and
the Place of the Object,” analyzes the
relationship between the sculpture to
the way it was produced and calls at-
tention to both the visual reception and
temporal lives of the sculpted objects.
In an installation of transparency film
by Walead Beshty, the physical act

of the film being X-rayed at an air-
port produces the vibrant colors of the
installation while conceptually allud-
ing to issues of international travel.

Roudané himself functions in this

exhibit as part of Karen Schneider’s
piece Tubular. As Schneider places
Roudané in a glass booth next to

a temporary studio filled with his
works in progress, she draws atten-
tion to Roudané’s status as an artist
working at an institution. Roudané’s
work focuses on painting landscape
scenes that invoke the “imagina-
tion” and “construct a world within
a world,” which conveniently paral-
lels his role in Schneider’s piece.

The center encourages discourse as it

hosts a practicing artists” lecture series in
conjunction with The New School. The
upcoming exhibit titled “The University
of Trash” will generate a forum to study
alternative methods of city planning. In
April, the annual Lucky Draw ben-

efit will include the work of over 150
artists, and this summer, artists and
musicians will collaborate in a concert
series accompanied by installations.

SculptureCenter generates a gray

area for the production and reception
of work in which the viewer’s mind
summons the space to meaning.

Alyssa Rapp is a Barnard College
sophomore majoring in art
history and visual arts. Art in Four
Boroughs runs alternate Tuesdays.

Courtesy of SculpureCenter

QUESTIONIT | The SculptureCenter
brings sculpture and space into
constant dialogue.
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Staff Editorial

Summertime,

And the Money’s
Not Easy

ith summer quickly

approaching, most

Columbia College
students are scurrying to secure
internships, jobs, or programs of
study that will fill the months
with productivity. While fierce
competition may quash some
students’ ambitions, the College’s
lack of financial aid for summer
courses may hinder the aspirations
of others. The College should
encourage its students’ success
by working to make summer
classes more affordable.

As a two-term school, the
College’s degree programs are
designed to span eight spring
and fall semesters, so the College
does not sponsor a summer term.
The College therefore confines
financial aid to its eight spring
and fall semesters. The only sum-
mer courses—without finan-
cial aid—that ensure credit for
College students are through
the School of General Studies’
Summer Session at a cool $1,146
per credit. The College’s strict
credit requirements stipulate that
degree credit can only be earned
via courses taken at Columbia
College or affiliated schools, with
added restrictions by department
and few, if any, exceptions. While
eight semesters of class time that
qualify for the College’s financial
aid are well suited for the needs of
most students, this structure gives
rise to uncomfortable hurdles for
a significant minority. Students
wishing to combine heavy major
requirements with study abroad,
for example, may find themselves
ineligible for such programs, due
to strained schedules that do not
accomodate necessary point re-
quirements. While the Core is at
the heart of the College, its heavy
point requirements are likely to
complicate this scenario further.
The combination of a core cur-

riculum and a lack of financial
support for extra classes is enough
to deter many students from even
applying to Columbia’s summer
program.

For students balancing heavy
majors and credit constraints, the
lack of summer aid or the inabil-
ity to fulfill credit requirements
could pose a hurdle for success.
True, it could be argued that the
lack of aid encourages students to
pursue summer employment or
other options that would expand
their undergraduate experience
beyond the academic purview.
However, this is not to say that
special programs are not of equal
importance—students should
have a choice of which sum-
mer plan best fits their needs,
not be barred from exploring
their options because of financial
constraints. Additionally, some
students pursue internships or
part-time jobs during the fall and
spring semester, making them
seck out a lighter course load.
Accommodating these students
does not mean that the College
should seek to stretch its dwin-
dling resources thin by offering
unconditional, need-based aid
for summer study or by creat-
ing a third term. However, this
problem does indicate that the
College’s credit requirements
and premium priced summer
study may stand in the way of
excellence and must therefore
be reproached.

The College should seriously
consider adding financial aid for
summer classes, especially due
to all the circumstances from
study abroad to internships that
could lead a student to spend the
summer in school. With this sig-
nificant step, Columbia College
can be sure that its students will
truly be able to achieve their full
potential.
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Religion and
The Columbia
Intellectual

BY NOAH BARON

In his column yesterday, Eric Hirsch started out
with adiscussion of Hillel's new blog, which devolved
into generally bashing the “narrow-mindedness”
of “secular intellectuals” at Columbia. Because
I understand how many religious individuals at
Columbia might feel alienated (it was not long ago

be “rubbish” in one of my classes), I think

excited about their religion. Instead, I propose that
the problem arises from the unnecessary use of excla-
mation points and, more importantly, large text with
bright colors which, not surprisingly, actually hurts
one’s eyes, especially in the wee hours of morning in
Butler. Eric then lambasts “the secular intellectual” at
Columbia for being tolerant of, but not embracing,
religious groups. My question is this: why do secular
intellectuals have a responsibility to actually embrace
religious groups? As someone who attends services
every week, I really don’t see any reason or obligation
forany of my secular friends to share my excitement
about Shabbat services. I am happy to disagree with
others, even on fundamental principles, as long as
they tolerate me and respect my opinion.

Given Eric’s enthusiasm for tolerance and what
seems to be a belief that “secular intellectuals” on

views that religious organizations are about

thatafellow student declared all religion to campus should be forced to abandon their
ORIGINALLY ON THE
COMMENTARIAT

this topic deserves discussion.

While the complaint that religious students at
Columbia might not feel entirely at home is, I feel,
justified, T have to take issue with a number of the
points that Eric makes. First, ’'m not entirely con-
vinced that, as he claims, the text on “And Thou Shalt
Blog” that bursts forth in all sorts of colors and sizes
and fonts on one’s computer screen should be neces-
sarily interpreted as “enthusiasm ... for ... religious
[identity].” In fact, instead of thinking that the ensu-
ing “hipster eye-rolling” is simply the disapproval of
religion, I think itwould be more accurate to say that
itis, instead, a classic disapproval of enthusiasm for,
well, anything. Another guess is that most people
on this campus don’t take issue with others being

“indoctrination, conformity, [and] intoler-
ance,” I wonder if he thinks that the more socially
conservative members of these groups should similarly
embrace—not simply tolerate—organizations such
as the Columbia Queer Alliance or change their
views about homosexuality. [ am almost certain that
this is not something of which he—or the members
of those groups—would approve. I mention this
because when the Catholic Church advances the
careers of anti-Semitic bishops, orwhen the American
Baptist Association puts out a statement saying that
“the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with
Biblical teaching,” how comfortable can a Jew be in
a Catholic group oran LGBT person be in a Baprtist
group, regardless of how accepting the individuals

of those groups might be?

A key to any intellectual community is toler-
ance. For debate to flourish, there needs to be toler-
ance—though not necessarily an embracement—of
others’ ideals and beliefs. Perhaps the key issue here
is respect. During my time at Columbia, I have
become an incredibly cynical person—far more so
than I could have imagined my senior year of high
school. From what I've heard, many other students
at Columbia (but elsewhere as well) have gone
through a similar transformation. Sometimes this
cynicism can be outright offensive. Other times, it
can simply make others feel awkward.

At the same time, I don’t think that it would be
fair to say that the only way to make others feel at
home is to make those “eye-rolling hipsters” and
“secular intellectuals” go to meetings of religious
groups or even necessarily change their minds. That
religious students might experience the campus
culture at Columbia as unwelcoming or awkward
is problematic, but it is a problem that needs to be
confronted by all of us. Instead of being intolerant
of those claiming to be intolerant of intolerance,
why not, instead, simply try to argue through prac-
tice? This places a responsibility not only on the less
religious to respect, even if they still fundamentally
disagree with, the more religious, but also on the
more religious to correctly identify what is, in fact,
anattack on them and what is actually an attack on
their font choices.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore. He
is the co-editor of the Commentariat, the official blog
of Spectator Opinion.

Room for
Improvement

BY COLIN FELSMAN

Several weeks ago, Dhruv Vasishtha, vice presi-
dent of the Columbia University Parliamentary
Debate team, outlined many of the core problems
associated with Columbia’s space crunch in a let
ter to the editor. As president of the Columbia
International Relations Council and Association
(CIRCA), I have encountered many of these prob-
lems with increasing frequency over the past several
years. As one of the largest undergraduate clubs on
campus, CIRCA is constantly booking rooms for
speaking events, meetings, and social gatherings.
While this requires long-term planning and a will-
ingness to shift dates and times at the last minute,
for our organization, it is a secondary concern.
I will briefly touch on CIRCA’s main concerns
before suggesting short-term solutions that would
be valuable for every club on campus.

CIRCA hosts two annual Model United
Nations conferences, a 200-person conference
for college students and a 500-person conference
for high school students. As Dhruv expressed,
our basic space needs are rarely met, and with
increasing facilities charges, we are forced to cover
exorbitant and often unanticipated costs. Because
the number of student events requiring security
has outpaced expansion of the security fund,
groups organizing larger events are left to cover
an increasing percentage of these costs.

If demand remains constant,
in the next few years,

ILLUSTRATION BY GRACE DUFFY

Columbia’s space crunch will likely worsen as
more space is converted to e-classrooms, which
have tighter regulations. Anticipating this, Student
Development and Activities (SDA) staff members
suggest thst we either look into booking off-campus
venues or decrease the scale of our conferences. In
our eyes, neither is a viable solution. Columbia’s
facilities charges may add up, but they are at least
feasible compared to the cost of New York City
venues. With regard to the latter, our conferences
provide a unique forum for discourse on interna-
tional politics and incorporate a combined staff
of over a hundred Columbia students—a figure
larger than the membership of most undergradu-
ate clubs. Our high school conference exposes
500 wide-eyed potential applicants from around
the world to our campus and our students. Given
Columbia’s desire to be a “global university,” it
is clear that decreasing conference attendance
would have negative implications for students
and administration alike.

Perhaps most importantly, CIRCA relies on
these conferences to generate revenue, which in turn
subsidizes our allocation from the Activities Board at
Columbia (ABC). These additional funds enable us
to bring prominent speakers to campus and to send
delegations to Model United Nations conferences
in far-off destinations like Montreal and Cairo,
where we proudly represent Alma Mater as one of
the most competitive teams on the college circuit.
Without this revenue, joining our traveling team
would be difficult for those with greater financial
needs, and our organization would be unable to
maintain its diverse programming,

Taking these factors into consideration, there
is certainly room for improvement. While space is
tightand demand is high, in most cases, University
administrators want to accommodate student needs
and are indeed willing to work with clubs.

While there is demand for long-term solutions on
the administrative level, improving communication
among student groups will open up a substantial
amount of space. Too often, groups reserve
rooms and then for whatever reason fail to
use them. While the cancelation process must
be simplified by including a cancellation
link in all reservation e-mails, it is the re-
sponsibility of these groups to ensure that
reserved space does not go unused. Since

this adversely affects all students, at the
end of each semester, some consequences
should be imposed for repeat offenders.
In the past, when unable to find space,
CIRCA has reached out to other campus

groups, often with positive results. If adopted more
universally, this sort of communication can al-
leviate immediate needs.

Beyond the fifth floor board rooms and the
SDA office, Lerner should be used more explicitly
for events. To achieve this, student groups should be
encouraged to hold regular meetings in Hamilton
Hall and alternative campus venues. As it stands,
finding available space outside Lerner can be a
bureaucratic nightmare. Hence, there should be a
central Web site with detailed specifications for all
available rooms. This site should include directions for
students to the respective offices and administrators
in charge of particular venues on campus, includ-
ing those spaces outside the purview of University
Event Management (UEM).

Since recognized groups are largely funded
by student activities fees, when UEM charges
exorbitant fees for the use of e-classrooms it is es-
sentially double-charging the student body to use
its own academic resources and constraining the
programming potential of student groups with
limited funding, Since more and more classrooms
are becoming e-classrooms it is imperative that
these spaces be made available to students without
a$400 charge. If Columbia University Information
Technology (CUIT) trains students to manage these
classrooms and requires deposits on the rooms, the
fees could be substantially lowered. This would open
up space in Hamilton and other academic
buildings that are regularly unoccupied on
the weekends and evenings.

With the Nexus and Faculty House under
construction and Manhattanville lingering in the
future, it will be important for the undergraduate
councils to secure clear and generous terms of use
for these new venues. Columbia must also develop
long-term strategies. By effectively renovating vacant
floor lounges in buildings like East Campus and
centralizing resources in an easily accessible format,
the administration can ensure that in the future
student groups have the tools to better coordinate
and collaborate on events. To that end, I encourage
campus organizations and individual students to be
proactive in voicing their personal experiences and
ideas. Through continued collaboration and dialogue,
the student body as a whole can formulate feasible
solutions to an issue that affects everyone.

The author is a Columbia College senior majoring
in political science and anthropology. He is the presi-
dent of Columbia International Relations Council
and Association and a senior class representative of

Columbia College Student Council.

A Brighter Broadway: A Subway Still Dim

admit it was in

Times Square that

I first fell in love
with New York City.
As a resident of this
city for four years,
this idea is not only
embarrassing but hard
to imagine—none-

MARYALICE theless, I shamefully
PARKS know it to be true.
I was fourteen

THE years old. It was my
ALBRIGHT first time in New

York. I was on a glamour-induced, star-stud-
ded high after having seen the revival of 42nd
Street on Broadway. In my excitement, I jumped
onto a cement barrier in one of the medians

on Broadway, looked up, and felt that camera
shooting the movie of my life do slow circles
around me as the furor of boisterous yellow taxis
rushing toward me added to the dizzy neon
chaos. Oh New York! How crazy—how lovable!

Bloomberg’s announcement last
Thursday of his plan to close parts of
Broadway to traffic brought this menory to
mind. But only for a moment.

The reality of living in the city is that I often
roll my eyes at that 14-year-old-girl—such a
tourist!—and avoid the crowds in Times Square
whenever possible. As much as the honking,
messy disarray might fit with our image of Times
Square, it is not necessary or ideal.

Effective mid-May, Bloomberg’s plan will
close Broadway to vehicles from Columbus
Circle to 42nd Street and from 33rd to 26th
streets. Traffic will continue via cross streets, but
Broadway will become a pedestrian mall in these
sections. According to the city’s Department of
Transportation, the plan does not require any
further approval, yet Bloomberg faces political op-
position from cab drivers and skeptics.

The plan is innovative. And while it may be
hard to picture, it deserves open-minded con-
sideration. First, this $1.5 million investment
involves construction and will likely create jobs.
Second, although some are concerned that the
plan will add to congestion and hurt neighbor-
hood businesses, the newly formed pedestrian
areas are more likely to encourage shopping.
The side street traffic will enjoy wider lanes and
extended green light times while pedestrians,
free from traffic, will be able to mosey into
stores. Moseying in Times Square ... sounds
impossibly appealing—maybe even appeal-
ing enough to draw locals, always craving open
public space, back to the neighborhood.

While the plan has a number of exciting
elements, it cannot be seen as a fix for the city’s
larger congestion, or, arguably more important,
transportation problems. Let us not forget that
the majority of New York City dwellers are not in
those cabs stuck in traffic in midtown but instead
on the subways that will still be running and
crumbling below the new Broadway.

Less than one percent of workers take taxis to
work in Manhattan, and of those that drive them-
selves, the majority are from outside New York
City. Over half of New York City workers rely on
public transportation to commute to work, and
this plan does nothing for them. It is an anti-con-
gestion plan that does not discourage drivers. It is
about business development by way of increased
shopping and traffic flow and not about increas-
ing services for the average New York City citizen.

In addition to Bloomberg’s plan, the city
should be thinking of ways to decrease conges-
tion while supporting the MTA, which, with a
projected deficit of $650 million and proposed
service cuts impacting every borough (29 bus
lines with service reductions!), is in dire need of
rescue. Perhaps it is time to rehash the possibility
of a congestion tax with revenues earmarked for
public transportation, as proposed by Bloomberg

but denied in Albany in 2007. As cited in this
failed proposal, London has successfully limited
the number of cars jamming its city by way of
charging cars to enter. Surely such a tax has draw-
backs, but there are also creative solutions. Small
businesses could apply for waivers for their deliver-
ies, while commuters who drove daily could buy
passes in bulk at a reduced rate. In terms of the
commuters who now drive (a population with a
median income of over $97,000), such a tax ends
up as a win-win for the city, as drivers either pay
the tax or support the public transit system.

Another option, suggested by the National
Surface Transportation Infrastructure
Financing Commission, is the introduction
of a gas tax. Gas is much cheaper right now
than it has been, a nice break for those who
live in parts of the country dependent upon
highways, but for the majority of people com-
ing into the city, public transportation is an
option. Again, such a plan would discourage
driving, aid traffic problems, and raise rev-
enue either by way of a tax or increased public
transit ridership.

While rambunctious taxis remain in the
backdrop of my first night in Times Square, other
young dreamers will certainly still fall in love with
the city and Broadway after Bloomberg’s plan. In
fact, maybe they’ll linger in Times Square and
take home more than a flashing memory. In the
meantime, let us remember that catering to the
tourists or businesses there is just another example
of top-down development economics. Such plans
must be balanced by investment in the essential
infrastructure of the city. We must think creative-
ly about ways to limit traffic while simultaneously
salvaging our public transportation system.

MaryAlice Parks is a Columbia College senior ma-
Joring in history and political science. She is a co-coor-
dinator of Artists Reaching Out. The Albright runs
alternate Tuesdays. opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Iis Best
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson.
com. (212) 875-2970.

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
t01799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

ACTIVISTS:

Become an intricate part of a leading
humanitarian relief organization. Work
for Grassroots Campaigns Inc on Save
the Children campaigns to help them
create positive and lasting change for
children in need worldwide! Earn $1400-
$2200/mo. FT/PT and career oppor-
tunities available. Great for students!
Call Jess: (212) 219-1502.

MAN NEEDS SOFTWARE SAVVY as-
sistance w/LEGO™ MINDSTORMS™
computer aspect of Rubik’s Cube Solv-
er—tiltedtwister.com. E-mail contact info
to: mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

HELP WANTED

ACTIVISTS:

Become an intricate part of a leading
humanitarian relief organization. Work
for Grassroots Campaigns Inc on Save
the Children campaigns to help them
create positive and lasting change for
children in need worldwide! Earn $1400-
$2200/mo. FT/PT and career oppor-
tunities available. Great for students!
Call Jess: (212) 219-1502.

LOOKING FOR A LIFE-CHANGING
summer internship? Eager to work with
talented peers and high school stu-
dents? Want to stay on campus and
explore NYC while testing and devel-
oping your leadership skills? CU’s In-
ternship in Building Community can
make all that possible. For more info
go to www.cecolumbia.edu/ibc. Appli-
cation deadline is March 13, 2009.

SHIPPING COMPANY looking for Mar-
keting Manager. PT/FT. Room for ad-
vancement. Great salary. NYC office.
Flex hours. Call (646) 772-8203.

PIANISTS: LIBERATE your technique!
Play without strain and facilitate ex-
pression. (718) 434-1218 or philolog@
netzero.com for details.

P/T PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE avail:
86 St & Amsterdam Ave. Mon 8 am-5
pm; Thurs 1-5 pm; all day Friday and
weekends. Contact Phyllis Lowinger,
LCSW (212) 666-3400. E-mail phyl-
low @aol.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING —DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST with specialty
in Infertility and Adoption, Third Party
Reproduction. 86 St & Amsterdam
Ave. Contact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW
(212)666-3400.E-mail:phyllow@aol.
com

HEALTHY CHILD VOLUNTEERS need-
ed for CU study on emotion. Partici-
pants must be 10-17 years old. Kids
will look at photographs and answer
questions about emotions. Pay is $12
per hour. Parents can learn more by
calling (212) 854-9816 or e-mailing
SCAN.kids@gmail.com.

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

TYPIST EDITOR
Do you wish there were more time in
a day? | will type and/or edit any pa-
per for you at a reasonable rate. Just
call me at (917) 664-2132.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.

CLEANING

Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
READ THE BACKSTORY BEHIND a
Censored NYTimes Political Cartoon:
www.USMediaAndlsrael.com

SPERM DONORY WANTED

HEALTHY MALES BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18-39

CAN EARN UP TO $150 PER WEEK

Repro Lab, Inc.
332 East 30™ Street * New York, NY 10016

(212) 779-3988
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Most signs of domestic violence are difficult to spot

Emotional abuse is just one of them.

800-621-HOPE(4673) or [311]

www.salehorizon.ong

Learn more signs al
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Ivy League men's basketball
standings are beginning to
take shape entering the final

weekend of conference play.

PAGE 2

Fiscal Concerns
Guide GMs at
NBA Deadline

or the first
time I can
remem-

ber, what made
the headlines
after the NBA
trade deadline
this year wasn’t
what had actu-

CHARLES ally happened,
w but what didn’t.
CHARGE

surfaced since
Feb. 19, we have
learned that many current and former
All-Stars, such as Amar’e Stoudemire
and Vince Carter, were being of-
fered on the trading block for little
to nothing in return. In exchange

for players who can get you 20 and
20 points every night, teams asked
for nothing but expiring contracts.
But no trades transpired. The only
teams that got deals done were the
ones that bribed other teams to take
on more money. My own Toronto
Raptors parted with a first-round pick
and useful role player Jamario Moon
just for the privilege of not having

to pay Jermaine O’Neal in 2010.

Not since the *70s have teams in
the NBA been so financially strapped
and so afraid to spend money. No
potential contender this season add-
ed a veteran to get over the hump.
Conversely, quite a few of them got
worse by dumping salaries. The
Detroit Pistons deep-sixed any real-
istic chance at a title this season by
dropping Chauncey Billups for Allen
Iverson’s expiring contract. The Los
Angeles Lakers traded valuable player
Vladimir Radmanovic for spectacu-
lar draft bust Adam Morrison. While
it would be untrue to say that what
matters most to teams is no longer
wins and losses, it would be fair to
suggest that cash and the stars that
generate it are almost as important.

This predicament can be blamed
partly on the NBA itself. Over the past
few years, the league has moved teams
from larger to smaller markets, driven
by the promise of new stadiums and an
energized fanbase. This plan has back-
fired for many teams, as small markets
labor to keep an NBA franchise afloat.
Despite early excitement, the most im-
portant factor to basketball’s survival
in Memphis may be the fact that the
Grizzlies’ lease lasts well into the new
decade. While Hurricane Katrina’s ef-
fects on the city of New Orleans were
undoubtedly severe and unforeseeable,
the city was never a big market in the
first place. That fact has become pain-
fully obvious to the Hornets this year.

It is tragic that the league has be-
come so financially vulnerable at a
time when it is putting out its best
product in more than a decade. The
new talent that has flowed into the
league since the 2003 draft class of
LeBron James, Carmelo Anthony, and
Dwayne Wade has provided the NBA
with its highest level of play since the
Jordan years. While “Be Like LeBron”
doesn’t quite roll off the tongue like
M]’s slogan does, James’s efforts with
the Cavaliers are as noteworthy as
Jordan’s in his early years. But do vet-
eran teams like the old Pistons stand
in the young star’s way? The 2009
Celtics and Spurs are at your service.
Combine this storyline with other
marketable faces such as Kobe Bryant,
Dwight Howard, and Chris Paul, and
it’s hard to see what else the league
could do from a product standpoint.

This renaissance has come at a time
when many other leagues are un-
able to expand their reach. The NFL
remains the king of sports and may
always retain that title, but the MLB
continues to be dogged by steroids
and competitive balance issues. The
NHL looks like it may shrink back
to regional relevance. The cultural
chasm between NASCAR and non-
core audiences may be too great to
be bridged, and tennis has steadily
lost relevance since the retirement
of Pete Sampras and Andre Agassi.

The uncertainty now facing the
sports world clouds hopes for the
NBA to rise in prominence. As teams
dump salary, likable teams and high-
quality play may go with it. If teams
start having to bounce from city
to city, fanbases will be destroyed.
While pro basketball has money in
the bank from its assured place on
national television, will league of-
fices want to know how many peo-
ple are in front of those screens?

Charles Young is a senior in the
School of Engineering and Applied
Science majoring in applied math.

Sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Tennis defeated the College
of Charleston on Monday
to finish off a perfect 3-0
weekend.

PAGE 2

Injuries Hurt Light Blue in Home Stretch

BY LUCAS SHAW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When La Salle transfer Brian Grimes tore his ACL
before this basketball season began, coach Joe Jones
knew his frontcourt had taken a big hit. Grimes aver-
aged a double-double his senior year of high school
and had more rebounds during the 2007-2008 season
than any returning Columbia big man but Joe Bova.
He was coming to a team that had lost its three start-
ing forwards to graduation—a trio that also happened
to be the Light Blue’s three top rebounders.

The ramifications of this injury are being felt now
more than ever. After a win at Brown on Feb. 20,
Columbia found itself just one game behind Cornell
in the Ivy League standings. Since then, recurring
injuries to Bova and Asenso Ampim have left Jones
with an even thinner frontcourt, and opponents have
taken advantage of the Lions” misfortune.

First Columbia had to face Yale. Even with Ampim
playing 35 minutes, the Bulldogs out-rebounded
the Lions 32-27 en route to a 57-49 victory on Feb.
21. Then, with both Ampim and Bova out against
Harvard and Dartmouth last weekend, the Crimson
and Big Green combined to average a double-digit
advantage on the glass in two victories.

The Lions now sit 6-6—fifth in the Ivy League—
and can hope to finish 8-6 at best, one game better
than the previous two seasons. With a weekend split,
they would finish 7-7 for the third straight year.

Given the injury to Grimes and the loss of seven
players from last year’s team, little was expected from
this year’s Columbia squad. Yet for much of the Ivy
season, Jones’s team defied its critics and was on pace
for a significantly better record than the supposedly
more talented Light Blue teams of recent years.

The Lions were successful despite chronic injury
woes, a point Jones has reiterated throughout the
season. After wins, it has been quite common for
Jones to wonder what his team would be capable of
if it could ever practice together fully.

While just three regulars have missed significant
time, the injuries have hit the Lions were it hurts
most. Leading scorer Patrick Foley missed seven
games early in the season and has been forced to play

DOWN AND OUT | Joe Bova is just one of many Lions whose chronic injury problems have plagued the men’s
basketball team this season. Bova’s back injury has kept him off the floor seven times so far this season.

JOE BOVA

PATRICK FOLEY

ASENSO AMPIM

BRIAN GRIMES
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(GAMES MISSED DUE TO INJURY

BRIAN GRIMES (ACL)

Grimes, a sophomore forward, has sat out the entire
season with a torn ACL.

PATRICK FOLEY (FOOT)

Foley, a junior guard, sat out seven games with an
ankle injury but has been playing well in lvy action.

JOE BOVA (BACK)

Forward Joe Bova, a senior, has missed seven games

lined ten games this season with an ankle injury.

File Photo

and his 220-pound frame has been missing in the paint.

ASENSO AMPIM (ANKLE)

Sophomore forward Asenso Ampim has been side-

Graphic by Daniel Lasry

limited minutes ever since.

More importantly, with Grimes already on the side-
lines, injuries to Bovaand Ampim have taken away two
of the Light Blue’s steady frontcourt contributors.

The combination of Ampim’s injury with Bova’s
absence for much of Ivy play has left Jones with
only two big men who have any experience—]Jason
Miller and Zack Crimmins. While Miller has
responded to the pressure with a campaign that
could be worthy of all-Ivy honors, he has been
forced to learn how to play on the court with four
guards at once.

With Ampim’s 35 minutes at Yale marking the
only time either he or Bova have set foot on the court
during Columbia’s current three-game losing streak,
the four-guard lineups have hurt the team on the
glass. Columbia’s three opponents have out-rebounded
the Lions by 8.5 boards per game with much larger
margins after Amprim went down.

Rebounding differential has proven to be a
bellwether for the Lions this Ivy season. They
have out-rebounded their foes by an average of
1.2 boards in league wins. In losses? They hold a
4.3-rebound disadvantage.

With Miller and Bova graduating, the frontcourt
will again be an area of uncertainty next season.
Ampim has struggled to stay healthy, and Grimes will
be returning from serious surgery. Beyond those two,
no one else has earned a starting position.

The backcourt, which features several talented
players, will return every regular contributor ex-
cept for K.J. Matsui. But if this Ivy season was any
indication, action inside the paint will prove to be
the difference between another .500 season and
something special.

Women'’s Basketball Victimized by Opposing Guards

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

This past weekend, the Columbia women’s bas-
ketball team took on the top two Ivy League squads,
Harvard and Dartmouth, at Levien Gymnasium.
The Lions (13-13, 6-6 Ivy) kept both games close,
but they were outplayed by opposing guards at crucial
moments. As a result, Columbia was unable to win
either matchup.

Towards the end of the first half against Harvard,
freshman guard Melissa Shafer made two foul shots
to cut the Crimson’s lead to just one point. But
Harvard’s Brogan Berry, a freshman guard, came
right back with a layup on the other end to give the
Crimson (17-8, 9-2) a 29-26 halftime advantage.
The Lions trailed by only three points with 2:45
left in regulation, but Harvard’s guards cemented
the win for their team.

Sophomore Christine Matera, who saw 17 minutes
of action off the bench, hit consecutive three-pointers
to give the Crimson a nine-point lead with 1:55 to
play. Sophomore forward Judie Lomax cut into that
advantage with two free throws for Columbia, but
Berry answered with consecutive layups for Harvard.
Berry, a starter, played for 36 minutes and made six
of her seven field goal attempts.

With 27 seconds remaining and the game’s out-
come decided, Lomax fouled senior Emily Tay out
of desperation. Tay, an all-Ivy first-team guard, sank
both of her foul shots to finish with a game-high 23
points. When the final buzzer sounded, the Crimson
walked away with a 71-58 victory.

Shafer and sophomore guard Kathleen Barry com-
bined for 14 points off the bench for Columbia, but
the Lions did not receive enough offense from their
starting backcourt. Senior Katrina Cragg and junior
Danielle Browne had just one field goal each, while
junior Sara Yee made only two baskets. Furthermore, no

Columbia player sank a three-pointer in the defeat.

Columbia seemed to have rebounded from their
loss when they faced Dartmouth (15-10, 10-1) the
following night. The Lions were buoyed in the first
half by Browne, who led her team with aggressive play
on both ends of the floor.

With just under 10 minutes left in the period,
Browne made consecutive layups. She was fouled on
the second one and managed to tie the game at 13 after
converting the three-point play. After the Big Green
turned the ball over, Browne continued her offensive
display with a three-pointer. She went on to record a
steal on Dartmouth’s next possession.

Toward the end of the first half; a steal by Browne
led to a layup for Lomax. On Columbia’s next two
possessions, Browne once again scored consecutive
layups. She finished the half with 12 points, and the
Lions went into the locker room ahead 31-19.

“Honestly, I thought she played like a warrior,” head
coach Paul Nixon said. “She was ready to play, and
that’s the Danielle Browne we know and love.”

When play resumed, however, Browne’s impact
decreased. The Big Green rallied behind a guard of its
own en route to a 63-61 win. Senior Koren Schram, an
all-Ivy first-team player, was limited to just two points
in the first period. In the second half, however, she
came through for Dartmouth with 15 points.

“The way that Danielle carried us in the first half,
that’s how she [Schram] carried them in the second
half,” Nixon said. “It’s really a ‘tale of two halves’
situation, and that’s basketball.”

Browne led all scorers with 19 points. Cragg,
meanwhile, was once again limited by the opposing
defense and finished with six points for Columbia.
She made just two of her 10 field goal attempts and
missed five three-pointers. Barry scored eight points
for the Lions, going 2-2 from behind the arc.

Columbia hits the road this weekend to wrap up
Ivy play at Princeton and Penn.

Dan Fainstein / Senior Staff Photographer
CATCHING FIRE | Junior Danielle Browne turned out a stellar
effort against Dartmouth, scoring 12 points in the first

half to help stake Columbia to a 31-19 lead at the break.
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