
BY FINN VIGELAND 
Spectator Staff Writer

Mudd’s chaotic bulletin 
boards, a familiar sight to engi-
neers, are about to become a little 
less cluttered.

The barrage of flyers on the 
two large boards at the entrance 
to Mudd  “makes a bad first 
impression,” Angel Say, SEAS 
’13 and a representative on the 
Engineering Student Council, 
said. “That’s the first thing you 
see. It’s kind of imposing to see 
a mess of paper on the floor and 
the walls.”

Say and Zak Accuardi, SEAS 
’11 and a member of Green 
Umbrella, a campus environ-
mentalist group, plan to set up 
grids on the 8-by-12-foot bulle-
tin boards this week so that club 
officers can fill the boards as ef-
ficiently as possible—one step 
in a campus-wide push by stu-
dent councils and sustainability 
groups to reduce the waste cre-
ated by flyers. 

In Mudd, Facilities started re-
moving old posters on Saturdays 
instead of every few months after 
students met with Audrey Bauer, 
associate director for human re-
sources and facilities services at 
SEAS, at the end of the fall semes-
ter, Say said. But the grid will help 

reduce the clutter even more. 
“If you allocate one grid spot 

to one poster, hopefully you get a 
more organized layout,” he said.

Last year, Brenden Cline, CC 
’11 and former campus sustain-
ability director for the Columbia 
College Student Council, spear-
headed a movement to maximize 
bulletin board space use in fresh-
man residence halls. Hartley and 
Wallach are now home to grid-
ded bulletin boards, and Carman, 
Furnald and John Jay contain 
notices above bulletin boards 
requesting that only one copy of 
each flyer be posted.

CCSC president Learned Foote, 
CC ’11, said the changes were 
“night and day in terms of num-
ber of posters that were put up.”

“We found that, by adding the 
grids, you could get about twice 
as many flyers up. It really maxi-
mized the space,” Cline said.

But delays in obtaining ap-
proval from the appropriate ad-
ministrators has kept the new 
flyering guidelines from reach-
ing other buildings.

Foote said that the guide-
lines—either grids on bulletin 
boards or signs asking people to 
limit themselves to one poster 
per board—could not be extend-
ed beyond the freshman dormi-
tories and Lerner because the 

council doesn’t have authority 
over those buildings.

Last year, the Columbia 
EcoReps deliberated about the 
best method of enforcing the grid 
system, and some members sent 
friendly emails to clubs that were 
violating the suggestions. 

“Ultimately there’s no way, 
without passing a policy, to ac-
tually penalize a group for not 
following it,” Accuardi said.

Misha Solomon, CC ’14 and di-
rector of publicity for Columbia 
Linguistics Society, frequently 
hangs up flyers to advertise his 
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BY SONALEE RAU AND 
MELANIE BRODER 

Columbia Daily Spectator 

The five Columbia students 
arrested in December’s drug bust 
faced new charges at a court hear-
ing Tuesday morning, when they 
continued to plead not guilty. 

The students now face a to-
tal of 65 charges based on ad-
ditional evidence from searches 
conducted by the NYPD and the 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s 
Office. The next hearing was 
also set for April 5 in Manhattan 
Supreme Court.

The charges were part of the 
district attorney’s superseding in-
dictments, issued at the hearing, 
which lasted less than 25 minutes. 
The D.A. also announced their in-
tention to introduce videos and 
recordings from the time of the 
arrests as part of their case. 

It was the second hearing for 
the students, who were arrested 

in December after a six-month 
undercover investigation led to 
allegations of drug sales. NYPD 
investigators searched their fra-
ternities and dorm rooms, where 
they found marijuana, cocaine, 
Adderall, LSD, MDMA, bongs, 
a pipe, and large sums of money.

Waiting outside the court-
room just after 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Harrison David, SEAS ’12, and his 
father seemed in good spirits.  

David spoke with his Alpha 
Epsilon Pi fraternity brother, 
Tony Baker, CC ’13, who said he 
was there to show support. But 
David said he knew the hearing 
wouldn’t involve any big changes 
in the case.

“Last time like eight kids came. 
Nothing’s gonna happen so I told 
them not to bother,” David said.

David also told Baker about 
possible plans to withdraw 
from Columbia and finish his 

BY ABBY MITCHELL AND 
KARLA JIMENEZ

Columbia Daily Spectator

Want to light up at Barnard? 
You’ll soon have to leave cam-
pus altogether. 

The entire Barnard campus 
will officially become a smoke-
free zone after spring break, 
Chief Operating Officer Greg 
Brown announced Tuesday.

“Secondhand smoke is a 
leading cause of preventable 
death, therefore smoking is a 
wellness concern for our en-
tire community,” Brown wrote 
in a statement to Spectator. 
“The move toward a smoke-
free campus is a move to-
ward a healthier college 
environment.”

The ban will include all 

Barnard residence halls, ac-
ademic and administrative 
buildings, as well as outdoor 
smoking within the Barnard 
gates. Even smoking outside 
the perimeter of the campus 
is restricted, as an email sent 
to students urged them to “re-
main mindful of your proxim-
ity to office and dormitory win-
dows, and to those passing by.”

The ban eliminates the two 
designated smoking zones—
one at the north end of Altschul 
Hall and the other at the north 
of the Quad. Both had been in 
use for over five years, accord-
ing to Brown.

The new policy came 
with the full support of 
Barnard’s Student Government 
Association, which voted on 
the ban in December after 

conducting a survey last fall 
which concluded that a major-
ity of Barnard students were in 
favor of a total ban.

“Smokers are a minority 
on Barnard’s campus,” Reni 
Calister, Barnard’s senior class 
president, said. “From the re-
sponse to the poll, I believe 
that a majority of students, 
faculty, and staff will appreci-
ate the ban.”

The full ban will be en-
forced by Public Safety of-
ficers like it is currently en-
forced outside of the campus’ 
smoking zones—though SGA 
members acknowledged that 
enforcement has been difficult 
during discussions of the issue 
last fall. 

BY LAURA HEFTER
Columbia Daily Spectator

The mystery of the 
“Operation Ivy League” T-shirt 
fundraiser has been solved.

The students behind the 
T-shirt campaign have an-
nounced they will donate the 
proceeds from the project to 
Phoenix House, a halfway house 
located in Yorktown, N.Y.

Four students launched the 
project soon after the on-cam-
pus drug bust in December, sell-
ing T-shirts for $15 to “address 
the issue of substance abuse both 
on and off campus” and to coun-
ter negative media attention. But 
until last week, the students—
Wilmer Cerda, SEAS ’11, along 
with Carmen Marin, SEAS ’11, 
Elizabeth Pino, CC ’11 and Slav 
Sobkov, SEAS ’12—had yet to an-
nounce what their specific plans 
were for the money, despite sell-
ing dozens of shirts.

According to the organizers, 
OIL chose to donate the money 
to the Phoenix House because 
it is a place for teenagers recov-
ering from substance addiction 
and those at risk of substance 
abuse. Cerda announced that 
the funds will directly sup-
port the organization’s Garden 
of Recovery Project, through 
which participants can take 
part in social activities, includ-
ing classes, concerts, and poetry 
readings, to help deal with the 
challenges of addiction. 

Catherine Callagy, the di-
rector of institutional advance-
ment of the Phoenix House 

Foundation, said in a statement 
that the organization is “pleased 
to be the beneficiary of funds” 
raised by the students. 

“These students recognize 
that substance abuse is an issue 
that affects kids on college cam-
puses across the country and we 
commend their efforts to edu-
cate and fundraise around this 
issue,” Callagy said. 

The students are still selling 
shirts under the name “Operation 
Ivy League: Redefined,” so the 
amount of money they will do-
nate is unclear.

Organizers had previous-
ly announced a goal of rais-
ing $11,000—the approximate 
amount of money undercover 
police officers allegedly spent 

buying drugs from the students. 
When asked how much they had 
raised so far, the organizers said 
only that they were optimistic.

“We have sold 103 shirts and 
are confident that the funds 
raised will have a considerable 
impact regardless of the amount 
that is raised,” group members 
wrote in a email statement. 
Those numbers would add up 
to approximately $1,500. 

“We have garnered support 
on and off campus from people 
who are cognizant of our mis-
sion and value the importance 
of our cause,” they said.

Despite earlier criticisms 
about OIL’s lack of transparency, 

Drug bust students 
face more charges 
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QUICK EXIT  |  Stephan Vincenzo, CC ’12, and his lawyer leave court on Tuesday morning after hearing the D.A.’s additional charges. 

A MAJOR DECISION
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SHOUT IT OUT  |  Sophomores gathered Tuesday night to share their newly-declared majors. 
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A historical case for reinstating 
ROTC.

Hipsterism 101 

Sophomore Katie Meili earned herself 
a place on the all-Ivy first team and 
an Ivy League Championship last 
weekend with her performance in the 
200m Individual Medley. 

Taking the league by 
storm
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Today

52°/ 20°

Tomorrow

35°/ 26°

T-shirt funds to support NY halfway house

Barnard to ban all smoking on campusGroups try to cut wasteful bulletin flyers

An open discussion of how our opinions of ROTC have been shaped by 
personal experiences.

Carman Lounge, 8-10 p.m.

Michelle Bachelet, former president of Chile and the UN’s Under-Secretary-
General, will speak on International Women’s Day.

IAB 1501, 6-8 p.m.

ROOTEd discussion on ROTC

A Conversation with Michelle Bachelet

Superceding indictments bring 
total to 65; next hearing in April

Stephen Wu goes undercover in the 
land of the cool.

Close to home
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ACTIVISM  |  Javier Rivera, SEAS ’12, volunteers to sell “Opera-
tion Ivy League: Redefined” T-shirts like the one he is wearing.

“We found that, by 
adding the grids, 
you could get about 
twice as many 
flyers up.”

—Brenden Cline, 
CC ’11, former campus 
sustainability director 

for CCSC



proficiency and drive to con-
tend for an Ivy League cham-
pionship in any event; she’s that 
good, and that focused, and so 
much credit goes to her club 
coaches and parents,” Sabala 
said. “We chose to focus on 
the IMs because in preparing 
for them, you make everything 
better.”

Meili would also swim the 
400 IM, but despite being seed-
ed first in the preliminaries, she 
didn’t have a great swim in the 
prelims and didn’t make the 
‘A’ finals for the event. She did 
however, finish first in the ‘B’ 
finals, earning 20 points toward 
the team score.

Meili just missed qualifying 

for the NCAA Tournament in 
the 200 IM this year with her 
time, but the sophomore hasn’t 
slowed down one bit since the 
Ivy Championships over the 
weekend. Meili is headed to 
Indianapolis with four other 
swimmers from the team for 
the Indianapolis Grand Prix on 
Wednesday to see if any of them 
can qualify for the Olympic trials 
for the 2012 Games in London.

Meili, just a sophomore, be-
lieves that the brightest days for 
Columbia women’s swimming 
are still ahead.

“We’re going in as a team 
looking to be better,” Meili said 
of the goals for next year. “It’s 
all about getting better and pro-
gressing. The goals are really 
high. Harvard and Princeton 

have been so good for so long. 
Eventually, we’d like to creep 
into first or second place [in 
the Ivies].”

 Despite her personal record, 
the all-time Ivy record for the 
200 IM is still not hers. The re-
cord belongs to Columbia grad-
uate Cristina Teuscher, who set 
it in 1999 (1:57.63), and won a 
gold medal and a bronze medal 
at two different Olympics in 
1996 and 2000.

“Eventually, Christina’s re-
cords will fall,” said a laughing 
Meili, when asked about the 
record.

With such a great start to 
her career, it should shock no 
one to see Meili continue her 
assault on the record books at 
Columbia. 

each—but that wasn’t the point. 
It seems there was a youth 
league that was bringing Arabs 
and Jews together on the soccer 
field. That is the sort of institu-
tion that will lay the necessary 
groundwork for peace.

On my next trip to Israel, in 
the summer of 2008, I spent an 
afternoon with a tour group in 
the town of Sakhnin. The town 
hosts Bnei Sakhnin, Israel’s 
most successful professional 
soccer club based in an all-
Arab city. The Bnei Sakhnin 
roster is completely inte-
grated—with names such as 
Cohen, Saleh, Weitzman, Raiya, 
and Danalache, a quick inter-
net search reveals the team’s 
makeup to be roughly one-third 
Jewish, one-third Arab, and 
one-third foreign. The club’s 
unique status has given it a cult 

following and attracted impor-
tant sponsorships from diverse 
sources such as a wealthy 
Russian-Israeli businessman, 
the emir of Qatar, and a major 
Israeli mobile phone provider. 
The team’s 2004 victory in the 
State Cup serves as a testament 
to the promises of integration, 
dialogue, and teamwork.

I went to Israel once more to 
study abroad in 2010. This time 
I lived in Jerusalem—Israel’s 
largest city—which has high 
populations of both Arabs and 
Jews. While there, I discovered 
the existence of a nascent tackle 
football league with eight teams 
from across the country. Since 
the league is heavily spon-
sored by Robert Kraft, CC ’63, I 
pitched the story to Spectator’s 
sports editor and wrote up a 
feature that ran in April. In my 
research, I learned that most 
of the league’s organizers are 

American. Most of its players 
are Israeli. But not everyone is 
Jewish.

Don’t believe everything you 
read in the newspapers and see 
on campus this week. The situa-
tion in Israel and the Palestinian 
territories is very difficult and 
very complicated. I saw some 
terrible things and heard some 
terrible stories throughout my 
travels. But I also saw young 
people, Arab and Jewish, coming 
together to play on sports fields 
in various towns all over the 
country. Finally, Arabs and Jews 
are meeting each other and forg-
ing relationships and going out 
for a beer after a tough game. Is 
it unreasonable to be optimistic 
for their future?

Jacob Levenfeld is a List College 
senior majoring in history and 

Talmud.
sports@columbiaspectator.com
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engineering degree in the military. 
When Chris Coles, CC ’12, ar-

rived, he sat on a bench nearby 
and complimented David on his 
pinstripe suit. The two exchanged 
brief remarks. 

“I’ve been all right,” Coles said 
to David. 

Michael Wymbs, SEAS ’11,  
and Adam Klein, CC ’12, sat with 
their parents and spoke little. Jose 
Stephan Perez (known as Stephan 
Vincenzo), CC ’12, was the last to 
arrive, sporting a short haircut.

After they were dismissed 
from court, Klein’s lawyer Alan 
Abramson said that Klein is cur-
rently doing volunteer work, and 
that the University did allow him 
to take final exams last semester.

“The case was adjourned for 
all parties to discuss the merits 
of the case. Everyone has agreed 
that it’s important for the prose-
cution and defense to … discuss it 
with an appropriate disposition,” 
Abramson said. 

In an interview after the hear-
ing, Matthew Myers, David’s at-
torney, expressed hope that his 
client will be able to impress the 
district attorney with evidence of 
his reformed behavior and char-
acter testimonies from family, 

friends, and professors.
“I think his discipline has 

picked up quite a bit; he’s in great 
physical shape, he’s living with a 
family that’s structured, and he’s 
not living that irresponsible col-
lege life right now. He’s living the 
life of an adult,” Myers said, ref-
erencing David’s move to Florida. 
“He’s really turned himself 
around. He has a great attitude.”

As for David’s status at 
Columbia, Myers said, “He did 
not withdraw already, but we’re 
contemplating that, because we 
feel as though the institution 
would probably not allow him 
back in.”

“I find it ironic that one of the 
finest institutions in the country 
is probably holding classes on the 
presumption of innocence, and 
the right to remain silent, and how 
cases need to be proven in a court 
of law, and they would be the first 
to suspend students at the drop of 
a hat. It seems inconsistent intel-
lectually,” Myers added.

The University has declined to 
comment on the status of the five 
students.

In the next few weeks, the de-
fense attorneys will receive cop-
ies of evidence that prosecution 
may use in their case against the 
students, including videos and the 
students’ recorded phone conver-
sations from corrections facilities 
just after their arrests.

Myers admitted he was not 
sure what to expect. 

“Sometimes you get these 
things, and they frighten you as a 
defense attorney, and then as soon 
as you get them you realize he’s 
talking to his girlfriend for the last 
three hours,” he said.

“The videos that they’re al-
luding to would occur during 
the alleged sales,” he continued. 
“Common sense tells you if 40 
people go to a kid’s apartment in a 
two-hour frame, that’s not good.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

In the email to Barnard stu-
dents, administrators acknowl-
edged that the decision would 
upset smokers on campus, but 
recommended that such stu-
dents consider quitting and cit-
ed the health risks of smoking.

“While the risks of smoking 
have long been known, studies 
on the impact of secondhand 
smoke also cannot be ignored,” 
the email read. “Still, we un-
derstand that for smokers this 
change is less than ideal.” 

Lena Grifaldo, BC ’14, is one 
of those students. She said the 
current smoking regulations 
are already strict and said that 
having to use smoking zones 
are already a big inconve-
nience, especially at night.

“It’s a pain to come out [to 
smoke]. I wish I could smoke 
between classes, while running 
errands,” she said. “I’m not go-
ing to stand on Broadway at 2 
a.m. to smoke a cigarette.”

Still, many Barnard stu-
dents support the total smok-
ing ban—especially those like 
Michelle Sweat, BC ’12, who 
has a respiratory problem trig-
gered by cigarette smoke.

“It’s great for me,” she said. 

“The main problem is that 
most people smoke outside 
the gate,” she said, explaining 
that she has a hard time walk-
ing onto campus without ag-
gravating her condition.

Some students questioning 

the ban were skeptical of the 
SGA poll’s results and whether 
it was really representative of 
the student body.

“I think all polls like that 
are skewed. It’s only the people 
who care about it who vote,” 
Grifaldo said. “There’s a big 
smoke culture around here.”

According to Diana 
Rastegayeva, vice president of 

communications at SGA, the 
survey was open for five days 
and over 300 people voted, 
though only 233 of the UNIs 
were verifiable. Barnard has 
almost 2,400 students. 

Barnard’s ban is the latest 
restriction on smoking around 
the University.

Columbia’s University 
Senate passed a ban on smok-
ing within 20 feet of buildings 
on the Morningside campus 
last December, and Columbia 
Medical Center also recent-
ly passed a full smoking ban. 
Brown cited the full-cam-
pus smoking bans at City 
University of New York cam-
puses in his email to Barnard 
students.

But some cautioned that a 
new ban doesn’t necessarily 
mean that student smoking 
habits will change.

“This is an issue that 
Barnard and Columbia stu-
dents might feel the need to 
rebel against,” Calister said. 
“Do I imagine students will 
light up wherever and whenev-
er they like as a way of fighting 
the man? Maybe. Have I seen 
a ‘Mother Bear is Watching’ 
T-shirt? Not yet.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

students said that they were glad 
to have donated money to the or-
ganization to try to raise aware-
ness of substance abuse.

“Even before Phoenix 
House was chosen to be this 

organization, I had no doubt 
these students would soon di-
rect the money towards a good 
cause,” said Elisa Rigol, BC ’12, 
who learned about the fundrais-
er from a Facebook invitation.

One student who bought a 
T-shirt from the group, Nick 

Velazquez, SEAS ’11, encouraged 
other students to buy T-shirts 
supporting the cause.

“I believe the apathy of the 
student population would be a 
shame,” Velazquez wrote in an 
email.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students face additional indictments at hearing

Barnard announces total campus smoking ban

‘Ivy League’ shirts to fund drug recovery program

clubs, but he said he never puts 
more than one flyer up per board.

“I don’t think that’s really 
helpful. I’ll put more than one 
on a floor, but more than one per 
board is too much,” he said.

Accuardi said that is the true 
goal of the grid system—to be self-
policing—since it isn’t even offi-
cial policy.

“It would be much, much bet-
ter for everyone involved if this 
became the kind of thing that 
people were interested in do-
ing this for the sake of doing it, 
for making advertising more ef-
ficient, for saving paper, and for 
saving their own time in having 
to put up all those flyers,” he said.

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com

Councils hope new grids, policies reduce flyers
POSTERS from front page

SMOKING from front page

HEARING from front page

OP IVY from front page

PILEUP  |  Campus bulletin boards (and poles) often have many 
of the same flyer, something green groups are working to avoid. 
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CRIMINAL COURT |  Harrison David, SEAS ’12, and his father appeared in court Tuesday morning. 
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“The move toward a 
smoke-free campus 
is a move toward 
a healthier college 
environment.”

—Greg Brown, 
Barnard’s Chief Operating 

Officer

“The case was 
adjourned for all 
parties to discuss 
the merits of the 
case.”

—Alan Abramson, 
lawyer for Adam Klein, 

CC ’12

LEVENFELD from page 3

MEILI from page 3

Athletes rise above political strife on soccer field

Sophomore swimmer wins first Ivy title in 200 IM
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BY LUCAS SHAW 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

As the old adage goes, it’s not 
how you start, but how you fin-
ish. For the Light Blue, that has 
been a serious 
problem of late.

Close games 
have been a 
constant theme 
for much of the 
year, and early 
on it seemed the gods were smil-
ing on the Lions. From Nov. 28 
to Jan. 22 they played in eleven 
consecutive games decided by 
six points or fewer. They won 
nine of them.

Over the past five weeks, the 
tables have turned as the Lions 
have lost leads late (at Brown 
and Princeton) and failed to 
complete rallies (at Harvard 
and Yale). 

This sudden shift has re-
sulted in a 3-7 mark over the 
team’s past 10 games and left 
the Light Blue needing two 
wins to secure a .500 record in 
league play.

Perhaps no game was 
more heartbreaking for the 
Lions—or more representa-
tive of their struggles—than 
Saturday’s game at league-
leading Princeton. 

“We had a chance to win,” 
Noruwa Agho said afterward. 
“We just had to make some stops 
down the stretch.”

The Lions led for almost the 
entire first half, only to fall be-
hind immediately once the sec-
ond period started. After the 
deficit grew to five with 13:18 re-
maining, the Lions quickly ral-
lied back, taking the lead with 
more than 11 minutes to play. 

By just past the nine-minute 
mark, the Lions opened up a six-
point lead. However, they could 
not hold onto it, and the Tigers 
rallied to tie with six to play. 
After two minutes of back-and-
forth, Princeton claimed the lead 
for good, though Columbia got 
as close as one.

“It was tough,” Brian Barbour 
said. “We were right in it. If 
[Dan] Mavraides  missed  that 
one shot it could have gone ei-
ther way.”

Any number of things could 
be cited for the Lions’ recent 
swoon. Injuries to the front-
court have taken their toll. Cold 
shooting from the freshmen 

guards has limited the offense. 
Yet the fact remains that the 

Lions have been in all but two 
games this year—home contests 
against Harvard and Princeton. 
In the rest, the Lions have failed 
to eke out wins that they seemed 
incapable of losing earlier this 
season.

“I thought our guys really 
fought and we need to learn 
how to get that one home,” coach 
Kyle Smith  said on Saturday. 
“Up six with the ball, a turnover 
gets it to four and then we kind 
of stumbled home. They made 
some big plays, but we kind of 
stumbled home.”

As for the root of the 
“stumbles,” answers abound. 
Noruwa’s Agho’s sudden in-
ability to make free throws 
has not helped. Agho admit-
ted as much, and Smith says 
his leading scorer is coming in 
early to practice to work on it. 
Giving opponents extra shots 
from offensive rebounds has 
not helped either.

Still, when asked Smith said 
the difference is a matter of 
opponents.

“This league has a little better 
teams to be honest,” Smith said. 
“I’ve said all year this league is 
very good and people need to 
know. I feel like screaming from 
the rooftops.”

Speaking of screaming, 
Saturday marked just the second 
time all season Smith has been 
whistled for a technical foul. 
Though it formally came in the 
second half against Princeton, 
it originated from Smith feeling 
the officials mistreated his team 
at Penn on Friday.

“I told the team the night be-
fore, I could get a technical to-
morrow,” Smith said.

The sudden urge was 
brought about by what Smith 
deemed “funny block charges.”

“It seemed there was an 
inconsistency there,” he said. 
“I’m okay with them calling it, 
just both ways.”

“We had five turnovers at 
halftime and four of them were 
offensive fouls.”

What did the team make of it?
“He doesn’t get heated too 

often so I guess that says some-
thing,” Barbour said.

When Smith was not berat-
ing the officials, he was launch-
ing an awards campaign for 
Asenso Ampim , perhaps in-
spired by the following night’s 
Oscars.

“I nominate him for defen-
sive player of the year,” he said 
Saturday.

Three days later, he did not 
equivocate.

“He had one of the best de-
fensive efforts I’ve ever seen on 
[Ian] Hummer ,” Smith said.

Yale’s Greg Mangano  and 
his league-leading 3.2 blocks a 
game might have something to 
say about that on Friday. 

This week 
marks a 

time of intense 
and polarizing 
debate in the 
Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 
Dueling op-
eds and dem-
onstrations 
on campus 
have tem-
pers flaring, 
accusations flying, and gen-
eralizations abounding. As a 
Spectator sportswriter who has 
spent a good deal of time in the 
Holy Land over the past sev-
eral years, I think I can make 
a positive contribution to the 
debate.

You may be wondering 
what a column about Arab-
Israeli relations is doing on the 
sports page. I contend that in 
a highly inflamed and tense 
region, where mistrust and 
racism runs rampant on every 
side, sports have the ability to 
equalize. Soccer rules are uni-
versal—even Arabs and Israelis 
can’t fight about them. The 
Israeli state’s relations with 
its Arab minority are certainly 
problematic—for that matter, 
so are its relations with other 
minorities, such as Ethiopian 
Jews and ultra-Orthodox Jews. 
But Arab-Jewish integration in 
sports is beginning to occur at 
a grassroots level. Just putting 
Arabs and Jews on the same 
soccer pitch is a huge step 
forward in a conflict where the 
“enemy” is often stereotyped 
and completely faceless.

For three months at the end 
of 2006, I lived in the north-
ern city of Acre, one of Israel’s 
mixed Arab-Jewish towns. 
The Second Lebanon War had 
recently concluded and com-
munities in the north were still 
recovering. I imagine that dur-
ing a time of conflict, ethnic in-
tegration must have produced 
a sort of leveling sentiment. 
After all, when Hezbollah was 
aiming unguided Katyusha 
rockets at Acre and other 
northern cities, it would have 
been awfully hard just to target 
the Jews.

Rockets rained down on 
Acre’s town center in sev-
eral spates during the war. 
One landed just outside a 
kindergarten. Air-raid sirens 
frequently sent all residents, 
Jewish and Arab alike, to the 
shelters. On August 3, 2006, 
five people were killed when a 
salvo of rockets struck the cen-
ter of town.

Eleven days later the war 
was over, and two weeks after 
that I moved to Acre to live 
at a naval academy just steps 
outside the old city walls. 
Surprisingly, life seemed nor-
mal. I learned quickly that 
some neighborhoods were 
mostly Jewish and some were 
mostly Arab, but the city was 
just like any other: you’re safe 
unless you’re out alone late at 
night.

During my time in  Acre, 
one of the most memorable 
and inspiring moments for me 
came at the end of a long eve-
ning walk with some friends. 
Returning to the academy 
through a mixed neighbor-
hood, we passed by a group 
of young teenagers in sports 
uniforms kicking a few soccer 
balls around. The uniforms 
were red and the writing was 
in both Hebrew and Arabic. 
I don’t even remember if the 
kids were Arab or Jewish—
maybe there were some of 
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CUZ ASENSO  |  Head coach Kyle Smith has been lobbying for senior 
forward, Asenso Ampim, to be named defensive player of the year.

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When sophomore swim-
ming star Katie Meili dove into 
the pool at the women’s swim-
ming and div-
ing Ivy League 
Championships 
over the week-
end, she wasn’t 
thinking about 
individual glory, 
gold medals, or Ivy records. 

“We had a bigger goal as a 
team than last year,” said Meili. 
“We got a new assistant coach 
[Michael Sabala] who really in-
spired us and we wanted to get 
third place.”

Columbia would place third 
at the meet, narrowly edging out 
rival Penn by six points, 894 to 
888, in a frantic finish. 

“Third place is a big deal, 
since Harvard and Princeton 
are far ahead,” said Meili of the 
two teams ahead of Columbia in 
the final standings, “and I just 
wanted to do anything I could 
to help.”

“Katie works hard consis-
tently and has excellent stroke 
mechanics and command of the 
water,” said head coach Diana 
Caskey. “She is unassuming and 
is always ‘at the ready’ for what-
ever is needed for the team ef-
fort.   She inspires her team, 
while at the same time being 
inspired by them. Her level-
headed approach to the sport 
and competition will continue 
to serve her well.”  

Meili did more than just 
that. Meili won her first Ivy 
Championship on the first day 
of the meet, winning the 200 
Individual Medley in 1:59.20 in 
the finals, improving on her own 
performance in the preliminar-
ies. Earlier that day, Meili swam 
the 200 IM in 1:59.75, which 
was the first time she swam it 
in under two minutes in her 
career, the fastest time in the 
Ivy League this season, and an 
NCAA ‘B’ cut time. In the final, 
Meili out-touched opponents 
from Princeton and Harvard by 
one second, and was named to 
the all-Ivy first team for her out-
standing effort.

The individual medley, where 
the swimmer swims each of the 
four strokes (butterfly, breast-
stroke, backstroke, and freestyle) 

was Meili’s event for a simple 
reason.

“I’m pretty good at every 
stroke,” the Texas native said. 
“So when you put it all together, 
it’s pretty good.”

Despite this, Meili wasn’t 
seeded high going into the pre-
liminaries of the 200-yard IM.

“I hadn’t swam the 200 IM 
that much,” Meili said. “But I 
knew that I could do well and 
put myself in a position to be 
first.”

Meili swam a personal record 
in the morning preliminaries, 
with the final race set for that 
evening. With her top finish 
in the preliminaries, Meili was 
seeded first going into the fi-
nals, a new experience for the 
sophomore.

“I was extremely nervous, I 
had never been in that position 
before,” Meili said. “I was a big 
target. Normally I get to chase 
after everyone else.”

Meili talked to her coaches, 
head coach Diana Caskey and 
assistant coach Michael Sabala, 
both of whom helped relax her 
going into the finals.

“They told me to relax and 
have fun,” Meili said of her 
coaches. “They told me that I 
had earned that spot.”

The medley started with 
the butterfly (or fly), followed 
with the backstroke and then 
the breaststroke, and finished 
with the freestyle. Meili’s stron-
gest stroke is the breaststroke, 
as she finished second in the 
Ivy championships last spring 
in the 100 breaststroke with a 
NCAA ‘B’ time and school re-
cord of 1:02.31. Meili was one of 
two non-Princeton or Harvard 
swimmers in the eight person 
final. She touched the wall first 
after the butterfly with a time 
of 25.78 seconds, 0.16 seconds 
ahead of the next swimmer. 

“The first 50 was really good,” 

Meili said. “I knew I can sprint 
pretty decently. Once I got 
ahead, I had confidence in it.”

Meili was in second place af-
ter the backstroke, with a split 
of 30.57 and an overall time of 
56.35, 0.01 seconds off the lead.

“I knew if I could keep it close 
after the backstroke I would be 
in good shape,” Meili said.

Meili’s best stroke, the breast-
stroke, put her in the lead for the 
final time, as she would not re-
linquish it again. Meili was in 
first place by .15 seconds with a 
time of 1:31.06 after swimming 
the 50 breaststroke in 34.71 sec-
onds. Meili turned for the last 
50 yards with an Ivy title within 
sight, and only 50 yards of free-
style between her and her goal.

“The freestyle portion is just 
a race,” Meili said of the last leg 
of the medley.

Meili didn’t swim the fast-
est time of anyone in the pool, 
but her split of 28.14 was fast 
enough to allow her to touch 
more than a full second ahead 
of the second place finisher from 
Princeton. The next three finish-
ers touched within three hun-
dredths of a second of each other 
in a photo-finish to the medley. 

“It didn’t hit me till after the 
race,” Meili said of winning the 
2011 title in the 200 IM. “I saw 
my teammates cheering, and my 
parents in the stands and I start-
ed to cry. I turned away, I didn’t 
want anyone to see.”

For Meili, the championship 
was the culmination of hours 
and hours of hard work over 
the years.

“It was about seeing the hard 
work pay off,” Meili said.

Assistant coach Michael 
Sabala believes that training for 
the individual medley will help 
Meili in the long run.

“Katie has the technical 

Swimmer shines when it countsSports help 
unite Arabs, 
Jews in times 
of conflict

Eye on 
the Ball

JACOB
LEVENFELD

Just putting Arabs 
and Jews on the 
same soccer pitch is 
a huge step forward 
in a conflict where 
the “enemy” is often 
stereotyped and 
completely faceless. Men’s basketball having 

trouble closing out games

BY REBEKA COHAN
Spectator Staff Writer

This is it for the Columbia 
men’s swimming team. This 
weekend is what it’s been work-
ing towards for the entire sea-
son. The past season means 
nothing and the upcoming meet 
this weekend means everything.

This Thursday, the Lions (6-
4, 4-3 Ivy) will be heading to 
Princeton to participate in their 
most important meet of the year, 
the Ivy League Championships. 
This meet, where all eight con-
ference teams will be swimming, 
will decide the final rankings 
among the Ancient Eight for the 
2010-11 season. Seventeen swim-
mers and three divers will be par-
taking in the weekend’s action.

According to head coach Jim 
Bolster, the decisions on who 
to take were based on various 
things, including regular season 
performance, previous experi-
ence, and overall potential. 

Throughout the entire season, 
the squad has been training hard 
and has even practiced before 
regular season meets. Before the 
February 4 meet against Navy—
who won the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference champi-
onship this past weekend—the 
Lions had a morning practice. To 
prepare for the Ivies, the Lions 
have slowed down their work-
outs and begun to rest more.

“We also take more rest 

between our work/interval sets 
and efforts...tapering is the word 
we use to describe the type of 
work we are doing,” Bolster 
wrote in an email.

Bolster expects his team to 
perform well—especially be-
cause despite the rough prac-
tice schedule during the early 
portion of the season, swim-
mers like seniors Adam Powell 
and Hyun Lee have managed to 
shatter pool records. He believes 
that the meet will most likely 
showcase a battle for third place, 
however. 

“Princeton and Harvard are 
the favorites. The battle for 
third will be between every-
body else and I anticipate we 
will be in the thick of that tus-
sle. We finished third last year 
and we want to be there again 
come Saturday night,” he said.  
Princeton finished at the top 
last year, and has done so for 
the past four years. 

Throughout this season, 
Columbia has triumphed against 
all league opponents except for 
Harvard, Princeton, and Cornell. 
However, it is difficult to use 
league meets to predict the 
outcome of the championship 
meet because different teams 
are strong in different events. 
When all the schools compete 
one-on-one against each other, 
the results of the finals could be 
drastically different from any 
dual-league meet competition.

One of the particular chal-
lenges of the Ivy Championship 
is the fact that several athletes 
will have to swim in various 
events—and perhaps in events 
that they are not their specialties. 

Despite the challenge, 
Bolster believes that the team 
will perform well. In particular, 
he predicts that Powell is likely 
to finish well. “Adam Powell won 
two events last year and we will 
need him to do that again along 
with anchoring four of our five 
relays,” Bolster said. Bolster also 
predicted that Lee is in conten-
tion to win several events. 

Bolster is excited about 
the upcoming meet as well as 
the work his team has done to 
prepare. 

“We have trained hard, raced 
hard, and prepared all season for 
this meet,” he said. “We expect 
everybody to swim at their best 
and contribute to our success. 
The stakes are high. We are look-
ing forward to applying lots of 
pressure on our opponents and 
to lots of outstanding swims by 
our swimmers.”

The meet will begin 
Thursday, March 3, and will 
continue through Saturday. The 
swimming is scheduled to begin 
at 11 a.m. Thursday. 

Ivies culminate year of work for swimmers
IVY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP-

Princeton, N.J., Mar. 3-5
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breaking away
The number in parentheses indicates the time, in seconds, of each lap in the Women’s 200-yard Individual Medley.
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SEE MEILI, page 2

SEE LEVENFELD, page 2

“They made some 
big plays, but we 
kind of stumbled 
home.”

—Kyle Smith, 
men’s basketball coach

KATIE MEILI
YEAR: CC ’13 
POSITION:  Freestyle/IM
HOMETOWN:  Colleyville, Texas
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
In 2009-2010, earned second team all-Ivy 
League honors in the 100 breaststroke
In 2010-2011, won Ivy League 
Championship in the 200 medley
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As a liberal arts and research institution, Columbia has 
a two-fold interest in promoting sustainability on campus. 
Preserving our environment resonates with Columbia’s 
mission of social responsibility and the global initiatives of 
our research centers, such as the Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory and the Earth Institute.

Despite Columbia’s moral and academic investment in en-
vironmentalism, the University falls short in on-campus ac-
tion. The administration trumpets its commitment to sustain-
ability—but this dedication must be on local and global levels.  

That Columbia has lagged behind its peers in sustainability 
ratings is disappointing and unacceptable. In 2010, the College 
Sustainability Report Card lowered Columbia’s grade from an 
“A-“ to a “B+,” making it the lowest scoring university in the 
Ivy League. This year, Columbia did not contribute data to the 
evaluation—administrators said they opted out in response to 
flaws in the survey. The Sustainable Endowments Institute af-
firms that they responded to Columbia’s call for an improved 
evaluation process.

This confusion over the sustainability report is just one 
example of the administration’s lack of transparency and the 
ensuing obfuscation of University priorities.

The administration has struck a peculiar balance be-
tween making sustainable efforts visible—with prominent 
signs marketing local John Jay apples or the newly renovated, 
LEED-certified Faculty house—while remaining largely silent 
about other initiatives. This obscurity raises doubts about the 
University’s priorities and makes it difficult for students to 
know the extent of the university’s commitment to environ-
mentalism on campus.

The University has held the perhaps convenient view that 
students should be the major actors in making Columbia 
greener. Student groups such as Columbia EcoReps have 
picked up the administration’s slack. The University received 
an “A” for student involvement in the 2010 report card, indi-
cating that student activism constitutes the strongest force 
agitating for campus change.

But should the administration shift the responsibility for 
making our campus sustainable to student groups?  

While student involvement is crucial to a sustainability 
movement’s success, the administration must take a more 
active role in the process. As with any large-scale initiative, 
changes on the bureaucratic level are essential. Faculty ex-
pertise and allocation of funds are necessary complements to 
student activism that have largely been missing in Columbia’s 
sustainability efforts. It is ludicrous, not to mention unfair, 
to assume that student groups singlehandedly can make 
Columbia a sustainable campus.

We call for the administration to reveal the actions, or lack 
thereof, that it has taken to ensure Columbia’s sustainability. 
Given Columbia’s wealth of resources, including a hefty en-
dowment and experts in a wide range of fields, there is no 
reason for Columbia to lag behind. If we hope to stop the ero-
sion of the Great Barrier Reef or track global climate change, 
we must first be sure that our campus has a minimal impact 
on the environment.

BY TYLER WILLIAMS

I applied to ROTC while in high school for two reasons: 
my family did not have the money for college tuition, and 
almost every male member of both my mother and father’s 
families, for two generations, had served in the military—I 
felt it to be a duty that everyone should fulfill. My appli-
cation was eventually rejected for medical reasons, but I 
continued throughout college to wish that I had been given 
the opportunity to serve.

Fifteen years later, my feelings about ROTC have changed 
dramatically. I am now watching, with incredulity, as some 
students and faculty make the extremely confused argument 
that bringing ROTC to campus will bring about greater diver-
sity and access to Columbia. It will do anything but.

The suggestion that ROTC allows low-income students 
access to an Ivy League education hides its most impor-
tant flaw. In order to have access to an Ivy League educa-
tion, poor students have to sign up with the military, spend 
their weekdays, weekends, and vacations training, and after 
graduating are bound to four years of service (more when 
stop-loss policies are taken into account). Their rich class-
mates, however, are not required to do any of these things 
in order to receive an education, enjoy vacation in Cancun 
and Jamaica, and are free to pursue high-paying careers 
after they graduate. ROTC therefore helps to institutional-
ize class difference, not amend it.

The sudden rush to reinstitute ROTC after the repeal of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” also obscures an important point: 
ROTC was not excluded from Columbia because of DADT. 
The original reasons for its exclusion—wars of doubtful 
ethical and military necessity, fears of co-opting educa-
tion into the military-industrial complex, and academic 
freedom—have not disappeared. If anything, they have be-
come stronger. Rushing to reinstitute ROTC sidesteps all 
of these troubling questions.

The suggestion (articulated in Spectator’s position on 
the issue and in a recent statement by a small number of 
faculty) that inviting the military to Columbia will increase 
the diversity of opinions on campus, and somehow lead to 
a process of “changing the military from within,” reflects 
a stark misunderstanding of how the military, and espe-
cially ROTC, works. The military is not a consensus-based 
institution; it is hierarchically-organized, and its purpose 
is not to engage in ethical or philosophical or even political 
debate (that’s what the state is for). The military trains its 
recruits to follow orders and execute commands (that is the 
nature of a military), and ROTC is no different. Bringing it 

to campus will not create a more conducive atmosphere for 
debate, nor will placing “sensitized” students in the mili-
tary bring any dramatic change in its structure or practices.

The pro-ROTC camp has also skirted discussing one 
of its primary reasons for supporting ROTC at Columbia: 
money. The presence of ROTC could mean more money for 
Columbia (it could also mean greater expense; how much 
of the bill the University would have to foot is still unclear). 
More importantly, however, as some faculty have suggested, 
a closer relationship between Columbia and the military 
could mean more projects, contracts, and funding. This is 
the bottom line: the military, like war, is good for business. 
So much for the moral stance of promoting ROTC in the 
name of “diversity.”

The pro-ROTC camp has tried to construe the debate 
as if egalitarian and liberal-minded students and faculty 
are pushing for greater diversity and tolerance through 
reintroducing ROTC, against a minority of “radical” and 
intolerant students who “look down upon” military servi-
cepeople, including veterans. The truth is just the oppo-
site. Those who oppose ROTC insist that if there is to be 
access to education, it be equal for everyone, and not come 
with the price tag of military service for the poor. They see 
clearly that a military presence on campus will not increase 
diversity of thought or opinion, but will instead stifle it 
(especially if the University develops a financial interest in 
the military’s presence). They insist that if the University 
is to officially partner with another institution such as the 
military, that the institution in question be fair, equal, and 
treat its members with equanimity and dignity (something 
the military does not have a particularly good record for as 
of late). For those who would accuse the anti-ROTC move-
ment of being abstract liberals with their heads in the ivory 
tower, your real target should be the other side: those who 
dream of the fantasy of a military presence on campus that 
would magically transform both the military and Columbia.

The author is a third-year Ph.D. student in Hindi-Urdu 
literature in the Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian, 
and African Studies.

Better oΩ without

BY MARK LILLA

Several students have written to me about the ROTC debate 
recently, and in particular about my decision to sign the faculty 
statement in support of an ROTC program at Columbia. I told 
them it had something to do with my upbringing, but left it at 
that. This is what I would have liked to tell them.

I grew up in a working-class Detroit neighborhood where 
military service was common—not because people there were 
more patriotic than elsewhere, but because their sons were 
being drafted to fight in Vietnam. No one in my family had 
ever been to college and less than half of my high school class 
would go, and certainly no one in my neighborhood got a de-
ferment. Up and down the streets you saw illuminated stars 
in the living room windows, indicating that families had (or 
had had) a son on active duty. If the star was blue the boy was 
still alive, if it was gold he had been killed.

My family and I were completely opposed to the war, and 
in the mid-’60s that put us in a minority. But once the war 
escalated after the 1968 Tet Offensive, the mood changed. 
More young men were being drafted, more were dying. Our 
next-door neighbor had three sons, and the first two finished 
their tours of duty without incident. (We used to watch their 
8mm films sent back from the front.) But the youngest was 
among the first troops sent secretly into Cambodia in 1970, 
and among the first to die, shot to pieces while leading his 
men over a suspension bridge. Hundreds turned out for the 
funeral. My strongest memory of that day is of the wake, which 
was held in a friend’s backyard. Neighbors crying, and young 
men in dress uniform sitting on folding chairs, staring at the 
ground and drinking themselves into oblivion.

Opinion in the neighborhood then turned against the war, 
not out of high principle but out of experience. But paradoxi-
cally, or so I thought then, they also turned against the anti-war 
movement, whose stance struck them as contemptuous of the 
United States, of working people, and of their children’s military 
service. It was a class thing. In 1972, this once solidly Democratic 
area rejected George McGovern and voted for George Wallace 
for president instead. I thought it was madness, but when I got 
to college, I began to understand their reaction. I was as opposed 

to the war as any of my classmates, but I also understood the 
conflicted feelings of pride and betrayal that families affected by 
the war experienced. The students I knew were upper-middle 
class kids who had never met a soldier, yet had baroque theories 
about the military-industrial complex, and totally unrealistic 
views about war. I had no respect for them.

It’s true that in the Vietnam Era detachment from military 
life led the upper-middle class to oppose a war that did not 
affect them directly (though dogmatically and without much 
thought given to the consequences for Southeast Asia). In 
2003, though, the tables turned and that same class acquiesced 
to the foolhardy Iraq war, for the same reason: it did not affect 
them. Their detachment played right into the hands of the 
war’s planners, many of whom escaped the Vietnam War with 
student deferments at places like Harvard and Cornell and 
Princeton. We mustn’t forget that the military officer corps 
was skeptical of the war’s purported justifications—they knew 
battle first-hand. But the civilian pro-war faction counted on 
the fact that so long as the conflict didn’t enter the conscious-
ness or affect the daily lives of middle-class Americans, they 
would be free to conduct it as they wished. All they had to do 
was invoke 9/11, outsource much of the fighting to private 
firms, and hire dirt-poor kids in need of a paycheck to do the 

fighting. They guessed that such a war would face no serious 
opposition, and they were right.

This appalls and worries me. I’ve heard some persuasive 
arguments being made against reinstating ROTC in American 
universities, but also one very bad one: that keeping the mili-
tary “bacillus” off campus helps to resist militarism. Just the 
opposite is the case. Historically, democracies with strong 
civilian control of, and wide participation in, the military are 
less likely to conduct wars than countries with a distinct mili-
tary class. We are quickly developing such a class today, with 
uneducated soldiers drawn from the most disadvantaged parts 
of the country, and officers drawn heavily from areas of the 
South and West that are narrowly religious, suspicious of edu-
cated elites, and without access to our best universities. At the 
same time we are shielding students at our best institutions 
from any contact with military life, which only deepens their 
ignorance of political realities and encourages their single-
minded focus on getting rich. It’s a very unhealthy situation.

This is why I signed the statement. In democracies you do 
not control the military by holding soldiers at arm’s length. 
You do it by holding them close.

Mark Lilla is Professor of the Humanities.

Why I signed

George Will and Dexter the Hipster 
walk into a bar. It’s a strange setup, 

but one I’ve been thinking about. You see, 
until recently, the word “hipster” meant 
basically nothing to me. When hearing it, 
I had some vague recollection of some-
thing unpleasant by Norman Mailer and 
a fuzzy image of a ’60s-era protester, but 
I suspected that that didn’t quite hit the 
mark. Naturally, as an industrious college 
student, I went to do research.

My reflex was at first to check the 
all-knowing Oxford English Dictionary, 
which turned out to be about as helpful as Columbia bureau-
cracy. “Hipsters” are rather worthlessly described as “a hip- 
(or hep-) cat,” which necessitated another search and left me 
more confused than ever. The last entry for “hipster” dates 
back to the Johnson administration, when the word “groovy” 
was common parlance and Generalissimo Mark Rudd was 
laying siege to campus. My reference having failed me, I, 
after careful deliberation and backup support, went into the 
field, to an outpost reputed to play home to the hipster. This 
strange and foreign land is called “Urban Outfitters.”

I don’t particularly like oddball experimentation or try-
ing radical new things, but I felt silly for not having some 
idea about this key demographic of society. Supposedly, 
the hipster controls pockets of Manhattan, and allegedly 
even roams fair Morningside Heights. A hipster, I was 
informed, was ostensibly not a hippie, but some new strain 
of non-traditional youngster. I believe they share a love of 
the garden of pharmacological delights and pass their time 
sticking various things to the man, but other than that, the 
two diverge fairly radically.

The hipster, I learned from my trip, is an odd, tricky 
little duck. He seems to have a peculiar fondness for hats—
shrunken fedoras and caps that old lawyers in midtown 
and crusty conservatives wear without a trace of mockery. 
In fact, everything in the store seemed to be two sizes two 
small; the shoppers had on Lilliputian apparel that looked 
ready to give way at any moment. After being cornered by 
an aggressive salesman, who had on not only a hat but also 
a hood—for double protection, I surmise—I was handed a 
pair of jeans that looked more tailored for a stretchy Oompa-
Loompa than a human being. Some conservatives have a 
funny aversion to these trousers—Mr. Will has spent 700 
words on the evils of denim—but in my diligence and curios-
ity, I took them. After trying for two minutes to put on the 
things, I gave up, as they locked around the knees. This was 
not before my legs and feet went numb from lack of circula-
tion, however, prompting me to furiously and vainly try to 
remove the jeans. I have no idea how hipsters get dressed, 
much less how they walk around, but I myself consider pe-
dial amputation a decent alternative to those pants.

After wandering around a bit more in the store through 
a forest of flannel, with some apprehension about being 
eaten by a giant plaid monster, I decided that I needed to 
leave before the people in the store sarcastically asked what 
I was doing poking around. Indeed, the whole hipster proj-
ect seems premised on an ironic sensibility, one that ques-
tions the basic assumptions of propriety and tries to replace 
it with nonchalance. Such an ethos is dimly reminiscent of 
Salinger’s Holden Caulfield in “Catcher in the Rye,” a book I 
never much cared for, as it plods along plotting the petulant 
attitude of an unpleasant teenager, which is perhaps the 
modern hipster’s manifesto.

Mr. Mailer, it turns out, did write something about the hip-
ster in 1957, in an essay entitled “The White Negro: Superficial 
Reflections on the Hipster.” Much of it is outdated, and Mailer 
had some mental issues, but he offers a provocative descrip-
tion of hipsters as “psychopathic” in the sense that they seek 
to create a new philosophical order. Underneath the large 
plastic glasses and form-fitting t-shirt spouting some pseudo-
intellectual line, the hipster takes an inordinate amount of ef-
fort to break tradition, to question custom, and to either offer 
no alternative or a shallow imitation of greatness.

The hipster apparently takes great pains to do nothing 
and seemingly care for nothing, which at heart is a fun-
damental distortion of the solid American ethos of indus-
try. We build towards the future with reverence for the 
past, but the hipster appropriates the old to satirize it and 
express either his disdain or apathy for the future. I’m not 
entirely sure what the hipster contributes to society, besides 
the suffocating jeans and keeping the tartan industry alive. 
For all the affections of insouciance and faux detachment, 
at heart, the hipster soul is void and empty. How ironic.

Stephen Wu is a Columbia College sophomore. The 
Remnant runs alternate Wednesdays.

A hipster manifesto

ROTC helps to institutionalize class 
diΩerence, not amend it.
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Remnant
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PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.
CUSTOM BOOKSHELVES and cabi-
nets designed and built. Design, con-
struction and installation of book-
shelves, cabinets and wall units.  Make 
the most of your space and reduce 
your clutter w/elegant custom-made 
storage furniture that is less expen-
sive than cheesy Ikea solutions. From 
one shelf to an entire wall unit. Call J 
Fernando (646) 316-4442. Referenc-
es available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs.  I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting a Manhat-
tan apt? Work with a top-rated bro-
ker and CU alum (CC ’94, SIPA’99). 
Contact Josh for all of your Real Es-
tate needs. www.joshnathanson.com; 
(212) 875-2970.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

DISSERTATION EDITING
Professional academic editing by ac-
ademic experts in your field. http://
www.englishwritinghelp.com Free price 
quote. englishwritinghelp@gmail.com

COLUMBIA DOCTORAL GOWN 
Men’s size 42. Black chevrons, beetle 
doctoral hood, degree color blue, 8- 
corner black velvet tam, gold tassel. 
Garment bag. Worn 4 times. Price: 
$500. rcioppa@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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