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Chaplain
hosts town
hall on police
surveillance

BY JESSICA STALLONE
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Students and administrators
gathered at Earl Hall on Tuesday
night for the latest public meet-
ing to discuss Columbia’s re-
sponse to police surveillance of
Muslim students.

University President Lee
Bollinger held a fireside chat
Monday evening to discuss the
University’s response, following
a Muslim Students Association
town hall meeting last week at
which Bollinger’s response to the
surveillance was strongly criti-
cized. On Tuesday, University
Chaplain Jewelnel Davis mod-
erated a panel, which included
Provost John Coatsworth, and
students had the opportunity to
speak to panelists about their
concerns.

The biggest issue of the
night remained Bollinger’s re-
action to an Associated Press
report that the New York Police
Department regularly moni-
tored MSA’s website as recently
as 2007. Some town hall attend-
ees said they were disappointed
that Bollinger has yet to make a
public statement to either Mayor
Michael Bloomberg or NYPD
Commissioner Ray Kelly, both of
whom have defended the moni-
toring of Muslim students at
Columbia and other universities.

Bollinger issued a statement
to student leaders on Tuesday,
Feb. 21, and followed up with a
statement sent to all students on
Friday.

SEE MSA, page 3
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BACK HOME | Political journalist George Stephanopoulos, CC ’82, answers questions at a
Columbia International Relations Council and Association event. See story below the fold.
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Carbon Squeeze unveils competition

BY SHAYNA ORENS
Spectator Staff Writer

A new environmental organi-
zation is trying to channel Upper
West Siders’ competitive spirit
into reducing the neighborhood’s
carbon footprint, and it’s starting
out with the backing of several
prominent local leaders.

At an event at the Jewish
Community Center on Amsterdam
Avenue and 76th Street Monday
night, the organization Carbon
Squeeze unveiled a neighborhood-
wide competition that encourages
residents to calculate and then re-
duce their carbon footprints. The
organization was founded by for-
mer Community Board 7 chair Mel
Wymore, a City Council candidate,
and Transportation Alternatives
organizer Lisa Sladkus, among
others.

Sladkus said that Carbon
Squeeze would love to get more
students involved.

“These are the issues college
students are going to have to care
about,” Sladkus said. “The young-
er generation usually has better
answers.”

“This is the beginning of a
movement,” she added.

Wymore said that the com-
petition has three components:
awareness, tools, and community
support.

Locals start by determining
their carbon footprints—a mea-
surement of how much carbon
they use—with an online calcu-
lator. The calculation is based on
dataincluding home energy usage
and transportation methods.

Then they calculate their
“squeeze scores” based on their
footprints, with a larger footprint
meaning a lower score. They
can improve their scores with
“squeeze points,” which they
can earn by attending a Carbon
Squeeze event, writing to elected
officials about climate change,

or planting a tree, among other
methods.

Participants can then submit
their squeeze scores online, and
a leaderboard tracks the highest
scores. Sladkus said that specific
neighborhoods could compete
against each other for smaller
footprints.

“The Upper West Side is
uniquely positioned to take the
lead,” Wymore said. “If we act
as a community there is so much
power. That’s the way to start a
revolution.”

“New York City has the lowest
per capita carbon footprint. That’s
something we can be proud of,”
said Paul Reale, an environmen-
talist with the Climate Reality
Project. “But we have a long way
to go.”

Reale spoke Monday night
about what he called the realities
of climate change. He showed

SEE CARBON, page 2

City council
members: Give

CU AppSci
campus funds

BY JILLIAN KUMAGAI AND
GINA LEE
Spectator Senior Staff Writers

Twenty-one City Council
members sent Mayor Michael
Bloomberg a letter on Monday
asking him to include Columbia
and City College in his plans to
bring applied science and engi-
neering schools to New York.

The letter comes after
Bloomberg’s December an-
nouncement that a partnership
between Cornell University and
the Technion—Israel Institute of
Technology had won $100 mil-
lion to build an applied sciences
campus in the city, beating out
Columbia and a few other finalists.
The city has continued to negoti-
ate with the other finalist schools,
including Columbia, about possi-
ble financial assistance.

Council member Gale Brewer,
a candidate for Manhattan bor-
ough president, signed the letter.
She said that while she doesn’t
know if it will help, “it doesn’t do
any harm.”

“I think it’s always good to ad-
vocate for two good engineering
schools,” Brewer said, adding that
she talked to both Columbia and
City College before signing the
letter.

Columbia originally pro-
posed building the Institute for
Data Sciences and Engineering,
which would occupy 1.1 million
square feet and three buildings
on the Manhattanville campus,

Barnard planning
major renovations

Admins plan to revamp Lehman,
Milbank, and Barnard halls

BY EMMA GOSS
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnard is gearing up for ama-
jor campus renovation that could
involve adding floors to Lehman
Hall—or tearing it down.

Just two years after the open-
ing of the Diana Center, admin-
istrators are planning substantial
changes for Barnard’s three main
buildings: Barnard Hall, Milbank
Hall, and Lehman. According to
Barnard Chief Operating Officer
Greg Brown, these buildings have
not been structurally renovated
since they were built, and admin-
istrators think that they need to
be upgraded so that Barnard can
make the best possible use of its
academic space.

Earlier this month, 10 archi-
tecture firms submitted propos-
als for renovating the three build-
ings. Brown said that there are
three main options on the table:
improving the teaching and learn-
ing spaces in the three buildings
while maintaining their current
square footage; adding floors to
Lehman Hall; and “doing the wild
thing and taking down Lehman
and starting over again.”

Brown said that administrators
are examining how the buildings
are currently used, and how, in
their current condition, they will
serve the college for the next 10
to 20 years. Over the next few
months, administrators will re-
view the architecture firms’ pro-
posals and establish a steering
committee of faculty and students
that will be involved in interview-
ing the firms.

“This is one of those key issues
where if only non-students plan
it, it’s probably not going to work
well in the long run,” Brown said.
“It’s going to be really crucial to
have student input.”

Brown anticipates that con-
struction won’t begin for at least
two or three years.

Milbank was built in 1896, and
Barnard Hall was built in 1916.
Technological improvements
have been made to the buildings
over the years, but Brown said that
technology from a decade ago is
already obsolete.

“The way technology was 10
years ago is very different from
what it is now. And how you use
technology in the classroom is
very different now than it was 10
years ago,” Brown said. “We really
need to stay current with that, so
that’s a big part of this project.”

A significant piece of the con-
struction project will be the re-
design of Lehman, which houses
several classrooms, faculty offices,
and Wollman Library. Lehman
opened in 1959.

“That was probably good in
1959 for the way students stud-
ied,” Brown said. “It’s not good
in 20127

For instance, many students
no longer use the library for its
original purpose—checking out
books. Andrea Barrientos, BC ’14,
said that she goes to Wollman
weekly to use the computers and
printers but hasn’t checked out a
book all year.

“I use the library primarily

SEE BARNARD, page 3
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ADD OR SUBTRACT? | Barnard COO Greg Brown said Lehman
Hall might have floors added to it—or it might be torn down.

Stephanopoulos talks Republican
primaries at CIRCA event

BY ANA BARIC
Columbia Daily Spectator

“Good Morning America”
anchor George Stephanopoulos,
CC ’82, touched on issues
ranging from the Republican
presidential primaries to the
media’s role in politics at a
question-and-answer ses-
sion hosted by the Columbia
International Relations
Council and Association on
Tuesday afternoon.

Stephanopoulos, speak-
ing with approximately 40
students over lunch, said he
believes that the race for the
Republican nomination will be
decided both by the economy
and by how much the candi-
dates attack each other over
the next few months.

President Barack Obama,
CC ’84, is currently on the
threshold of winning or losing
the election, Stephanopoulos
said.

candidate has to “match tem-
perament and policy to the
moment.”

Stephanopoulos also ad-
dressed the way the Internet
has shaped journalism, arguing
that while it serves as a “tre-
mendous tool for political and
civic engagement and action,”
it also has its downsides.

“The most pernicious thing
is that it does encourage co-
cooning—basically seeking out
people who only agree with
what you already believe in
and reinforcing those beliefs,”
Stephanopoulos said.

Students asked Stephanopoulos
about his work as a political jour-
nalist. Some asked about the Jan.
7 Republican presidential primary
debate in New Hampshire, dur-
ing which Stephanopoulos asked
former Massachusetts governor
Mitt Romney about his views on
contraception.

William Prasifka, CC ’12,
said that Stephanopoulos

even though the city requested He called Obama a “slight posed the contraception
DOUGLAS KESSEL / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER | yr01505als for new campuses on | favorite,” but added that “to
FOOTPRINTS | Paul Reale, an environmental with the Climate Reality Project, talks about the win, it takes an awful lot of SEE STEPHANOPOULOS,
importance of decreasing carbon footprints at a Monday night event hosted by Carbon Squeeze. SEE BLOOMBERG, page 2 luck.” He said that a winning page 2
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fOI' Stl‘uggllllg Lions New York Times science writer David Corcoran discusses NYT’s Science

Why you shouldn’t ask people what
they’re doing next year

First comes truth

Discussion begins with
understanding Israeli apartheid.

The Light Blue has had more than
its fair share of second-half miseries,
but lately it has fallen prey to pre-
halftime woes in the form of early
deficits, making comebacks difficult.

Times section.

Gender-based misconduct

825 Mudd Hall, 7 p.m.

Discuss revisions to Columbia’s sexual assault policy with Take Back the Night.

501 Diana Center, 6:30 p.m.
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OPEN AND ACCESSIBLE | Researchers from Columbia and other universities discuss the importance of open access to research at a Tuesday afternoon panel held in Columbia’s Faculty House.

At Faculty House panel, academics discuss ways to give public more access to scholarly research

BY JEREMY BUDD
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Researchers discussed how to
make their work more accessible
at a panel held at Faculty House
on Tuesday.

The panel, which was
called “Protests, Petitions and
Publishing: Widening Access
to Research in 2012” featured
speakers from both publishing
and academia. Gail Drakes, a
doctoral student at New York
University and associate profes-
sor at NYU’s Gallatin School of
Individualized Study, discussed
the importance of having a “cul-
tural commons” for information,
citing the Occupy Wall Street

library as an example.

“It started out as a couple
books on abench,” she said. “And
it went from there to a much
larger collection—they basically
created a people’s library.”

For several years, Columbia
has been working on initia-
tives to give the public more
access to University research.
Vice President for Information
Services and University
Librarian James Neal told
Spectator that the costs for ac-
cess to research articles are
“substantial,” and that he has
encouraged faculty to make their
work openly available through
Columbia’s Academic Commons
website.

“There’s been increased ef-
fort to make more and more of
that content openly available,” he
said. “We’re seeing some growth
in open access journals, but au-
thors pay to have their research
published in other journals.”

The Tuesday panel was
the third event in the series
“Research Without Borders,”
which addresses issues of copy-
right, research access, and
scholarly publishing. Kathryn
Pope, the head of the Scholarly
Communication Program at
Columbia’s Center for Digital
Research and Scholarship, said
that the goal of the panel was
to “talk about the ideals and
values of higher education” in

conjunction with issues about
information access.

“It seemed that alot had been
brought up and this had a lot of
resonance in higher education,”
she said.

Panelists discussed an online
petition signed by over 6,000 re-
searchers and scholars that calls
for aboycott of the research pub-
lisher Elsevier. Elsevier supports
the Research Works Act, a bill
being considered by Congress—
although it has little chance of
passing—that would elimiate
federally funded research and
prohibit efforts to mandate
that research be made publicly
accessible.

Columbia math professor

Peter Woit, who was one of the
panelists, said it was a mathema-
tician who started the boycott of
Elsevier.

“Mathematicians, on the
whole, are unhappy about
Elsevier,” he said. “These are
very expensive journals. They
feel that they aren’t getting
their money’s worth and there
are problems with the quality of
these journals.”

Neal delivered a presenta-
tion to the University Senate
about open access to scholarly
research articles earlier this
month. He said that the panel
helped to advance the discussion
about research access.

“The panel made clear the

diversity of debates that have
taken place at universities in
the scholarly community over
the last decade around how we
can more effectively make the
research that comes out of the
university more widely avail-
able,” he said.

Neal added that he hopes to
see these types of conversations
happen at other schools. He’s
also interested in expanding
Academic Commons outside of
Columbia.

“We are in conversation with
a large number of schools who
are considering moving in that
direction,” he said.

jeremy.budd
@columbiaspectator.com

Several local council members
sign letter to Bloomberg

BLOOMBERG
from front page

other sites.

According to School of
Engineering and Applied Science
Dean Feniosky Pefia-Mora, the
University is now negotiating for
funding for a revised proposal,
which includes just one build-
ing. He guessed that the city will
make an announcement in March,
adding that the University is still
working to fundraise indepen-
dently of the city.

The letter to Bloomberg was
signed by three local council mem-
bers: Brewer, who represents the
Upper West Side; Robert Jackson,
who represents West Harlem; and
Inez Dickens, who represents
Central Harlem. Council mem-
ber Ydanis Rodriguez, chair of
the higher education committee,
led the effort.

Bloomberg previously indi-
cated that more than one school
might receive grant money. His
office was originally scheduled to
announce a second round of win-
ners at the end of January.

“We’re continuing to talk to
the remaining respondents and
are hopeful to make an announce-
ment in the near future,” said

Patrick Muncie, a spokesperson
for the New York City Economic
Development Corporation.
Lynette Velasco, a spokesper-
son for Dickens, said that Dickens
signed the letter because she
wants to make sure that local
schools “have the same and equi-
table access to all of the resources
that our city dollars can garner.”
Bloomberg spokesperson
Julie Wood said in an email that
the mayor’s office is “continuing
to explore the possibility of addi-
tional partnerships as part of our
Applied Sciences NYC initiative.”
“In addition, we work close-
ly with both Columbia and
CUNY—two of our City’s great
higher education institutions—
on a regular basis,” Wood said.
University President Lee
Bollinger said in a recent inter-
view that discussions with the city
were going “interestingly,” and
that the city is looking for ways to
help Columbia in Manhattanville.
The actual negotiations be-
tween the city and Columbia,
Pefia-Mora said, are being han-
dled by the offices of Provost
John Coatsworth and Senior
Executive Vice President Robert
Kasdin.
news@columbiaspectator.com

Activists hopeful carbon
footprints on their way down

CARBON from front page

slides depicting devastating
weather disasters that have oc-
curred in the last year.

“One of the biggest threats
to national security is climate
change,” Reale said. “It is real, it
is happening, it’s a fact.”

Reale emphasized that in re-
cent years, world leaders have
started to recognize global warm-
ing as a pressing issue.

“Living green can be over-
whelming,” Reale said. “We have
to figure out a way to do it in the
context of the million other things
you have to do in your life.”

And Reale believes that prog-
ress is being made. He noted that
starting in 2013, all New York
City buildings 50,000 square feet
or larger will need to have energy
audits.

The meeting was attended by
Upper West Side residents as well
as city officials and politicians, in-
cluding State Senator Tom Duane.
Duane, who is working on several

sustainability initiatives—includ-
ing putting green roofs on schools
and implementing penalties for
toxic runoff—said he supported
the project.

“I hope this happens all over
New York City,” he said.

Meeting attendees seemed ex-
cited about the project and about
going green. Dan Reiber, who
works to reduce energy costs and
increase sustainable energy acces-
sibility to low-income households,
plans to participate in the compe-
tition with his wife Dee.

“Clean energy is a selling point,
and something you should be really
concerned about,” Dee Reiber said.

Carbon Squeeze’s next event
will take place on April 2 at 7:00
p-m., at the Goddard Riverside
Community Center on Columbus
Avenue and 88th Street. The
event will feature “no impact
man” Colin Beavan, whose fam-
ily lived a zero-waste lifestyle in
New York for a year.

shayna.orens
@columbiaspectator.com
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QUESTION, ANSWER | Journalist and former Clinton adviser George Stephanopoulos answers students’ questions on Tuesday.

Students laud Stephanopoulos’ candor, show interest in his story

STEPHANOPOULOS
from front page

question either because he knew
that “the Obama administration
would propose the controversial
new rule on contraception,” or
because the White House had
asked him to pose the question.
Stephanopoulos responded that
this theory was “crazy.”
Stephanie Bradford, CC
’12, said she wished she
could have heard more about

Stephanopoulos’ story. He
was an adviser to President
Bill Clinton before becoming a
prominent political journalist.

“While I wish he could have
given more of his own personal
opinion with his history, as a po-
litical adviser ... I thought he was
very diplomatic and bipartisan,”
Bradford said.

Charles Stam, CC ’12, said he
appreciated Stephanopoulos’
candor.

“It was good to hear someone

you see on TV speak directly
to individual concerns, and I
thought he answered very hon-
estly,” Stam said. “He spoke his
mind.”

Grace Rosen, CC ’14,
echoed this sentiment, com-
paring Stephanopoulos to
“West Wing” character Sam
Seaborn—who was modeled af-
ter Stephanopoulos.

“He walked the line between
being political and talking about
politics, which is an interesting

impression because we wanted
him to be all Sam Seaborn about
it,” Rosen said. “He’s a good
speaker.”

Stephanopoulos said his in-
terest in politics was sparked
by his encounters with po-
litical science professors at
Columba. He said that his time
at Columbia was “one of the
highlights in my life,” and that
it felt good to “be back home”
on Tuesday.

news@columbiaspectator.com
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Barnard admin hopes campus
renovations spur fundraising

BARNARD from front page

for its technological resources,”
Barrientos said. “I wish there were
more computers because there’s a
rush hour in the morning”

Many students study in
Wollman, but Brown noted that
the Diana Center’s second floor
café and Lewis Parlor in Brooks
Hall are more popular study
spaces than the library. Jenny
Senior, BC ’14, said that last
week was her first time going to
Wollman, except for when she
toured the library with her first-
year English class.

“I just need to print some-
thing because the Diana’s print-
ers are broken,” Senior said, add-
ing that she prefers to study in
the Diana because it’s brighter
than Wollman.

Elizabeth Ferzacca, BC ’13,
works at the library’s media ser-
vices department, but she only
studies at Wollman during fi-
nals week. But even though she
doesn’t use the library very often,
she likes it the way it is.

“I don’t see any reason to im-
prove it,” she said. “This space is
good.”

In 2001, Barnard conducted
a space study that became the
impetus to build the Diana. The
Diana met the college’s need
for more student activity spac-
es and performing arts spaces,
Brown said.

The building opened in 2010,
allowing Barnard to do some
significant reorganization. Last
summer, the college built a new
dance studio on the third floor of
Barnard Hall—in space that was
previously occupied by the ar-
chitecture and art departments,
which moved to the Diana—and
new conference and seminar
rooms were constructed on the
second floor of Barnard Hall.
Chemistry labs in Altschul Hall
were also completely redone.

But administrators always
knew the Diana wouldn’t be
enough, Brown said.

“We identified things that
we absolutely had to do to meet
those present needs,” Brown said.

“We knew that down the road
we were still going to have some
challenges.”

Brown isn’t sure how much
the project is going to cost. The
Diana Center cost about $70 mil-
lion, so Brown estimated that the
new project could cost upwards
of tens of millions of dollars, de-
pending on which plan adminis-
trators choose.

Another reason that Barnard
is pushing to renovate its cam-
pus right now, Brown added, is
because administrators are pre-
paring to launch a new capital
campaign.

“By having plans in front of
donors, it’s a lot easier to raise
money when you say, ‘Here’s our
exciting vision of where we’re go-
ing,” Brown said. “By doing this
work we expect that we’re going
to attract some key donors.”

Sarah Phillips, BC ’15, said she
is glad students will be consult-
ed on the new renovations. But
she isn’t sure that students will
have the expertise to improve the
planning process.

“I think if the students know
what to do, it can be a great
thing,” she said. “But I don’t
know if students know the in-
formation they’d need to tell the
administration”

The three buildings that are
going to be renovated are long-
time fixtures on Barnard’s cam-
pus, and Brown said that their
outward appearance probably
will not change.

“My assumption is because
these are historic buildings and
they’re kind of iconic to the
campus that the outside of those
buildings is not going to change,”
Brown said. “What happens in-
side, I think, needs to change.”

Phillips said that while she is
excited to see a more state-of-
the-art campus, she is glad that
Barnard will still look the same.

“Our campus is really beau-
tiful already,” Phillips said. “So
if they can keep the beauty of
the campus, then I'm all for
progress.”

emma.goss
@columbiaspectator.com
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PANEL | At a town hall Tuesday, five panelists, including Provost John Coatsworth (far left) discuss monitoring of Muslim students.

Provost: Students ‘will see more’ from Bollinger on surveillance

MSA from front page

“I think that Bollinger was
entirely right to wait and as-
semble information. It made
his response all the more pow-
erful,” Coatsworth said. “You
will see more from him in the
coming days.”

Muslim Religious Life
Adviser Khalil Abdur-Rashid,
who was on the panel, said he is
satisfied with the recent inter-
actions between the administra-
tion and students.

“The leadership has risen
to the occasion,” Abdur-Rashid
said. “This issue is being dealt
with and handled in a mature
fashion and is being taken ex-
tremely seriously.”

Still, many students wondered
what Bollinger’s next step would
be. When asked if the University

has made any attempts to contact
Bloomberg or Kelly, Coatsworth
replied, “My only response to
that is, ‘Stay tuned. Which is es-
sentially, ‘No comment.”

Coatsworth also assured
town hall attendees that the
University is only aware of po-
lice monitoring of MSA’s web-
site, despite the AP report that
the NYPD sent undercover of-
ficers to several other schools.

“As an academic and as a hu-
man being, I think the surveil-
lance of ordinary citizens is a
violation that is deeply troubling
and a violation of all of the val-
ues that this University holds
dear,” Coatsworth said. “We are
as troubled and disturbed by the
news as you are.”

Coatsworth did, however,
say that in 2003, police officers
came to campus and expressed

an interest in “connecting with
Columbia students.” He said the
officers checked in with campus
security twice during that in-
vestigation, but that, as far as he
knows, there has been no direct
police monitoring of Columbia’s
Muslim students since then.
Coatsworth also told stu-
dents that the University is do-
ing everything it can to gather
all of the facts and determine its
next move. Student Governing
Board chair Barry Weinberg,
CC ’12, who attended the town
hall, stressed that administrators
need to share with students what
they learn in their investigation.
Several Muslim students ex-
pressed to the panel that they
have felt like second-class citi-
zens on campus since news of
the surveillance broke last week,
emphasizing that the Muslim

community has been criminal-
ized and marginalized and that
the University has not done
enough to respond. Dean of
Students Kevin Shollenberger,
who was one of the panelists, as-
sured students that he and oth-
er deans are continuing to have
conversations and to reach out
to the city to gather information.

Chaplain’s Council member
Daniel Bonner, CC ’13, who was
also on the panel, said that “in
terms of our campus community,
the issues have been brought to
light, in some ways.”

“President Bollinger said he
was listening, heard loud and
clear what everyone had to say,”
Bonner said. “And the onus is
now on him ... to make this a
comfortable place for students.”

jessica.stallone
@columbiaspectator.com
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Early shortcomings prove
problematic for Lions

IN FOCUS from back page

sophomore Sean McGonagill
started a 22-6 run that opened
the game up for Brown. The Bears
went into the locker room with a
43-26 lead.

“It really starts to wear on
you, especially in a game like
this when we’re down by a lot
at halftime,” junior center Mark
Cisco said on Saturday. “It’s pret-
ty rough but we need to figure
out a way to win these next two
games.”

The Light Blue was able to cut
the deficit to 11 twice in the sec-
ond half, but that was the closest
it would get, despite outscoring
Brown 52-51. The Bears won the
game on Saturday 94-78.

“We can’t put ourselves in
a hole like that,” freshman for-
ward Alex Rosenberg said on
Saturday. “We’re good enough
to even it up—even last night
we had a chance to win. We al-
most got back in this one, but we

should never put ourselves in a
hole in the first place. We need
to come out stronger and not dig
ourselves a deep hole”

Going into the last weekend
of the season, Smith empha-
sized the importance of starting
strong—something he believes
his squad has generally been very
good at. Even though the Lions
have clawed their way back into
many conference games, Smith
acknowledges that falling behind
early is problematic.

“We’ve shown the ability
to come back, but I don’t think
that’s our best chance to win,”
Smith said.

One reason he cited for the
early deficits this weekend was
the absence of junior forward
John Daniels. Daniels, who is out
with a shoulder injury, is one of
the Light Blue’s strongest defen-
sive players. Smith said there’s
a 50 percent chance Daniels
will play this weekend against
Harvard and Dartmouth.

LACROSSE

Columbia looks
to pick up first
win of season in
home opener

Coming off a 14-7 loss to
American in its season open-
er, the Light Blue will look to
rebound today, when it goes
up against Mount St. Mary’s
for the first time in program
history. The Mountaineers
(0-2) feature two first-team
All-NEC honorees in senior
attacker Jen Semler and se-
nior midfielder Esther Rufolo.
On the Columbia side, senior
midfielder Taylor Gattinella
is coming off a game in which
she became the Lions’ all-
time leader in draw controls.
The game will take place at 7
p.m. tonight at Robert K. Kraft
Field and will be the team’s fi-
nal tuneup before Saturday’s
Ivy opener against Brown.

—Eli Schultz

KOLL from back page

has tried to absorb as much in-
formation as possible. He loves
discussing American culture,
and always has questions for his
teammates—who he sees as op-
timistic and hungry to achieve.
As the team heads into the Ivy
League Championships, Koll
believes that its confident and
positive mindset will be the
key to its success. Beyond the
obvious talent that he and the
rest of the team bring to the
pool, Koll thinks that believ-
ing in themselves will translate
into results at the Ivy League
Championships.

Men’s swimming and diving
head coach Jim Bolster thinks
that the flexibility and freedom
of being a student-athlete and
having to prioritize for himself
has held great appeal for Koll.

“Koll is allowed to be who he
is,” Bolster said. “He can think

KATE SCARBROUGH /SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
DEFEATING THE DEFICIT | Junior guard Brian Barbour understands the hardships the Lions
have created for themselves in the past three games falling flat early on.

Student-athlete, emphasis on student

for himself, ‘How does this make
me feel?” as opposed to not hav-
ing any input. Here, I like to hear
from my athletes. I want to know
how they’re doing, how they’re re-
sponding to the workouts. If kids
are going to swim, I believe they
have to enjoy what they’re doing,
know what they’re doing, and be-
lieve what they’re doing.”

Koll has had to make a number
of adjustments: swimming with-
out the luxury of weekly massages
and a physical therapist at his beck
and call, along with dealing with
the shorter 25-yard pool. His will-
ingness to adjust speaks volumes
about his determination to suc-
ceed as a student-athlete.

Above all, Koll seems to val-
ue and prioritize the academic
experience of being a student
at Columbia, where he is cur-
rently studying to be a film ma-
jor. Barnard College sophomore
Mahum Jamal, a fellow film major
and friend, notes Koll’s constant

desire to find ways of achieving
his goals and willingness to em-
brace change in order to reach
these goals.

“It’s incredible to see him still
be level headed,” Jamal said. “He’ll
be there with his friends. He puts
such a high priority on being a
friend and I appreciate that, es-
pecially knowing he’s such a great
athlete. In fact, I don’t know Dom
as ‘the athlete; but rather as some-
one that loves to do film.”

In the classroom, Koll knows
his priorities and always finds a
way to meet the professor’s ex-
pectations, despite his busy swim
schedule. He maintains a rational
mindset, even when burdened
with large amounts of work, be-
cause he always has one goal at
the forefront of his mind—be-
coming a multifaceted student
immersed in film.

As Jamal puts it, “He’s super ex-
cited about life, and he just wants to
maximize all of his opportunities.”

Did you ever use
Vicodin, Percocet, Oxycontin,
Codeine or other prescription
opiates for fun?

If you have used prescription opioids
within the last year, you may qualify for
a study at the NY State Psychiatric Institute.

You can earn up to 3,250.

Call the Sustance Use Research Center at:

(212) 543-6243

ALL PERSONAL AND IDENTIFYING INFORMATION
WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL
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EDITOR’S NOTE

We understand that public statements made by the
Columbia University College Republicans have called two
stories (“CUCR board denies group planned for Ahmadinejad
invite, does not deny individual members’ roles,” Feb. 28, and
“CUCR members plan to invite Ahmadinejad to campus,” Feb.
27) into question.

Both stories were reported based on documents supplied
and verified by current top leadership of CUCR. Before we
included the information from those documents in our story,
group leadership said that the documents were authentic.
CUCR leadership’s intentions behind supplying and verifying
the documents to us are now unclear.

We apologize if individual members of CUCR felt unfairly
implicated in the stories. We have continued to report that
the CUCR board and organization have publicly denied any
involvement, and as CUCR’s current leaders continue to make
public statements contradicting the information they gave
to Spectator, we are reassessing the statements that CUCR’s
current leaders have made to Spectator.

Sincerely,

Sarah Darville
Editor in Chief

Maggie Alden
Managing Editor

Spectator is committed to fair and accurate reporting. If you know
of an error please inform us at info@columbiaspectator.com.

For general comments or questions about the newspaper,
please write to the editor in chief and managing editor at
editor@columbiaspectator.com.

Stress is more

BY JORDAN KALMS

For most Americans, the beginning of March marks
the beginning of good things to come. As our hemisphere
inches closer to the summer solstice, we prepare to set the
clocks back, daylight begins to grace the evenings, and
flowers buds from the casualties of winter. But simple sea-
sonal pleasures like these go unmentioned and unnoticed
within the lofty walls of Columbia, where the arrival of
March means only two things: midterms and internships.

Yes, it’s officially March—the second-to-last month of
school—your first and last opportunity to get a decent
grade in your classes, and your absolutely final chance
to sort out your summer plans. For those of you with
midterms in the coming weeks, I heartily wish you luck,
though I can’t imagine why you’re reading this piffle
when you could be studying. In fact, I should think you
might do quite poorly, and recommend you stop here
and get to work.

Perpetual and implicit competition
amongs the student body keeps our
minds taut with anxiety.

As for internships, congratulations to those who have
secured Goldman for the summer, and a polite head nod to
those working at the lesser firms, J.P. Morgan and whatnot.
For those of you interested in other professions and pas-
sionate about working in different fields, well, better luck
in finance next year. And to the undesirables who have yet
to arrange their summer plans—well, you’ve given things
your best shot and you've had a good run here at Columbia,
but really, why bother holding out?

This is the internal monologue of every Columbia stu-
dent without fail. It is also the major source of stress at
this university, where perpetual and implicit competition
amongst the student body keeps our minds taut with anxi-
ety and our hearts racing with palpitations. And although
the student body constantly bemoans the nerve-wracking
intensity of the Columbia experience, it seems that the stu-
dents often try alleviating its side effects with stress-busting
tactics rather than discovering its origins.

However, attempting to retroactively mitigate the im-
pact of stress is the equivalent of doling out Tylenol to a
patient with recurring headaches while ignoring the con-
spicuous tumor causing them. Like a headache, stress is
merely the symptom of a worse ailment, and these symp-
toms reveal a value system that is only capable of register-
ing superficial indicators of achievement and that classi-
fies people according to an arbitrary and stale standard of
success. Despite what students say as they complain about
their flurry of upcoming tests and papers, the source of
stress at Columbia is not the workload: It is the implicit
acceptance of other people’s standards and a self-image
based on your GPA and CV.

That’s why when people tell you that Columbia needs
new ways of coping with pressure, that we need more space
designated for relaxation, or more empathy as a student
body, you already know they are full of shit. How do you
know that? Because what we do as students is not objec-
tively stressful—it should not cause unbridled anxiety and
angst to spend our days reading, listening to music, doing
problem sets, and taking tests. But it does, because students
begin to construct their identities around the results and
then pit themselves against one another in a mindlessly
competitive race to the top of nothing.

The real remedy for stress is not relaxation—it is inde-
pendence. When you feel yourself biting your nails to the
bone or contemplating taking more Adderall, consider the
idea that your school work is nowhere near as important as
you think it is, and vie to place more personal and worth-
while endeavors above the mindless drive to succeed. In the
rarer instance that you are a student genuinely enthralled
by the subject you're studying and stressed out by a sense of
sheer, unbridled ambition, then enjoy the stress and make
good use of it. It is by no means inherently unhealthy and
can be a tremendous stimulant and muse.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring in
English literature.

The Columbia Daily Spectator accepts op-eds on any topic relevant to
the Columbia University and Morningside Heights community. Op-eds
should be roughly 650 words in length. We require that op-eds be sent
exclusively to Spectator and will not consider articles that have already
been published elsewhere.

Letters to the Editor should be no longer than 350 words and must refer
to an article from Spectator or The Eye, or a Spectrum post. Submissions
should be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com. Please paste all submis-
sions into the body of the email. Should we decide to publish your submission

we will contact you via email.

Israel as apartheid

BY MARIANNA REIS

Israeli Apartheid Week is upon us again, and while
Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine sets up on College
Walk, campus organizations from Hillel to LionPAC are
launching responses and beginning damage control.

IAW’s detractors are quick to argue that using the term
“apartheid” to describe Israeli occupation diminishes South
African apartheid victims’ suffering and exaggerates the cur-
rent situation in Israel/Palestine. Time and again, C-SJP hears
that equating Israeli occupation with apartheid is a sensa-
tionalist, divisive tactic that, in the words of Columbia Hillel’s
Ariel Brickman, represents a “perverse paradigm of prejudice
against the Jewish state.”

In spite of this, C-SJP still works to expose Israeli
apartheid in solidarity with South African activists and
organizations that condemn Israeli occupation and rec-
ognize the presence of Israeli apartheid. International law
scholars—ranging from London’s School of Oriental and
African Studies to the British Institute for International and
Comparative Law—conducted an exhaustive 2009 study
published by the Human Sciences Research Council of South
Africa identifying three pillars of Israeli law and policy that
are consistent with apartheid and colonialism as defined
by international law. Similarly, Nobel laureate and former
South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu has written ex-
tensively on the parallels between South African apartheid
and racial discrimination and segregation experienced by
Palestinians under occupation and within Israel. These are
just two examples of South African intellectuals, activists,
and organizations joining the call for Israeli accountability.

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
defines apartheid as an “institutionalized regime of system-
atic oppression and domination by one racial group over any
other racial group or groups.” It does not limit its usage to
South Africa’s case, where racial groups were demarcated
and accorded varying degrees of legal rights, geographically
segregated, and restricted from travelling through differ-
ent areas based on their racial identities. Furthermore, the
South African regime greatly suppressed resistance to its
inhumane policies. Today in Israel, several laws and policies
give preferential treatment to Jews over non-Jews, break up
the West Bank through illegal appropriation and settlement
ofland, and limit Palestinians’ ability to travel freely within
the West Bank. The Israeli government consistently restricts

Palestinian freedom of movement and expression under
the guise of security. Apartheid is alive and well in Israel/
Palestine. Until Hillel recognizes this, we cannot have pro-
ductive dialogue on how to challenge this oppressive system.

Beyond arguing the semantics of Israel’s discriminatory
practices, some of IAW’s critics sidestep the issue of oc-
cupation and instead frame Israel as a beacon of democ-
racy in a region marred by corrupt and repressive regimes.
The Israeli government and pro-Israel groups across North
America and Europe have hosted Faces of Israel and Israel
Straight Talk, campaigns attempting to highlight Israel’s
diversity by tokenizing minority groups such as Palestinians
with Israeli citizenship, queers, and Ethiopians, and sending
them to universities to counter claims of apartheid and dis-
crimination. During Israeli Apartheid Week 2011, LionPAC
hosted a Faces of Israel event at Columbia that brought three
Ethiopian-Israelis, one Israeli queer, and one Palestinian
with Israeli citizenship to speak about “what being part of
a minority community in Israel really means.” This tactic
allows pro-Israel groups to evade discussion of Palestinian
human rights violations by hiding behind a disingenuous
image of utopian democracy. In spite of this, there remain
outspoken Palestinians, queers, Ethiopians, and others who
insist that this vision does not represent the daily realities
for many minorities in Israel and Palestine.

Israel must account for policies that are clearly discrimi-
natory and in violation of international law. To not openly
discuss the reality of unjust laws, racial and geographic seg-
regation, and suppressed freedom of expression in Israel/
Palestine—all criteria of apartheid—is an implicit admission
of apartheid policies. Honest discussions on Columbia’s cam-
pus about occupation are particularly crucial given our as-
sociation with Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association
and the College Retirement Equities Fund, which provides
pensions to Columbia faculty and invests in five key compa-
nies (Caterpillar, Motorola, Northrop Grumman, Veolia, and
Elbit Systems) that profit from Israel’s occupation, which
violates international law. Hillel and LionPAC argue that
their goal is to promote peace, but denying an apartheid
system—a direct barrier to peace—prevents meaningful ac-
tion. C-SJP’s goal of promoting IAW is not to display preju-
dice against Israel, but to expose and discuss the injustices
Israel perpetrates. Apartheid in Israel is not just an injustice
for Palestinians, but it is an injustice for all who live in Israel
and Palestine.

The author is a Graduate School of Arts and Sciences first-
year pursuing an MA in the Islamic Studies program. She is
a member of C-SJP. This op-ed is written on behalf of C-SJP.

Do not ask me what I'm

his Friday, I went to the Spring Career

Fair (so named, of course, because it is
held in February). I made my way through
hordes of young men and women suited
up to wait in line to talk to what were
mostly finance and consulting companies.

Ispoke to a few recruiters, handed outmy gEMILY
résumé, got a free bottle opener, and left. TAMKIN
Not half an hour later, I heard the follow-

ing question: “Emily, do you know what Back to
you're doing next year?” Thiswasnotthe  ¢th e

first time that I'd heard this question. It

was, however, the first time that I knew Future

how to answer it.

Columbia students will go on to do pursue various ca-
reers in various ways after graduation. In some cases, those
careers began last fall, when certain companies—in particu-
lar, financial and consulting firms—hire. Certain companies,
however, do not hire in November. In fact, they do not hire
in February or March, and encourage students to begin the
search for an entry level job in April. To quote a representa-
tive of one company at the Career Fair on Friday, “It’s not
like we’re going to hire you three months in advance.”

This is, then, a very different time of year for a senior
interested in consulting, who is either already gainfully
employed or frantically searching to be so, than for one
interested in publishing, an industry wherein hires are im-
mediate. Graduate school applicants are still waiting for
decisions to roll out, while future technological developers
are hovering around Career Fair tables (some of which are
worked by representatives who will give out bottle openers
to those who insist that they really have no technological
expertise). Why, when we are interested in such different
paths, which we will necessarily pursue in such different
ways, are we all being asked—and, for that matter, asking
each other—the same question?

The short answer is that, upon asking, one does not
know whether or not the question is appropriate. When a
fellow senior recently inquired if I had plans for next year
yet, I laughed out loud (in hindsight, this was not the most
polite response). The inquirer, however, had already found
a job, and so, for her, the question was a most reasonable
one. But the fact that we cannot expect one another to tailor
questions about future plans before knowing the answer
does not change the reality that the question we’re ask-
ing now is an inapplicable and inappropriate one that puts
undue pressure on those who should not, based on their
chosen potential professions, be able to answer it at this
point in time. And since we (and I include myself in this)
are apparently driven by a compulsion to inquire after each
other’s futures, we need to change the question.

I want someone to ask me what nobody ever seems to:
“Emily, what do you want to do next year?” Ask me that.

doing next year

Then I can speak about what it is T hope to do and who I
want to be, even if I'm not there, not just yet. And even if the
answer is “I don’t know;” at least I am not being necessar-
ily placed on a timeline that I never wanted anything to do
with in the first place.

Whatever the question, it should not call for a yes or no
answer. It should leave room for explanation—for explora-
tion, even. Because the person answering should be able to
give a full and individual response. And if the person asking
only wanted a yes or a no, he should not have asked in the
first place.

But, because people will surely persist in asking whether
or not I know what I am going to do next year, my answer is
this: “Not yet. But I'll figure it out.”

Because I will. And all of you who were in sharp suits at
the Career Fair, and those of you who did not: You will, too.
And the one question you should never ask is whether or
not that is true.

Emily Tamkin is a Columbia College senior majoring in
Russian literature and culture. She is the general manager of
the Columbia Political Union, vice chair of the Senior Fund,
literary criticism editor of The Birch, and a former Spectator
editorial page editor. Back to the Future runs alternate
Wednesdays.

EMILY LAZERWITZ

STAFF EDITORIAL

Greek all-stars

Earlier this month, Columbia fraternities and sororities
received their first evaluations from the newly instituted
Alpha Standards of Excellence Program. Greek organizations
earned points for different achievements, such as having no
more than 10 percent of members with a GPA of 2.50 or below
(10 points) or completing a minimum of 20 hours of community
service per member per year (five points). Chapters were then
awarded a rating ranging from three to five stars based on the
number of points they earned. Through the Alpha Standards,
afraternity or sorority that achieved a five-star rating gets a pat
on the back from the University, while those with ratings lower
than three stars could have their charters revoked.

The program—developed in fall of 2009 by the InterGreek
Council, the Office of Residential Programs, and Fraternity and
Sorority Life—first went into effect shortly after the December
2010 drug-related arrests of four Columbia fraternity members.
At the time, an evaluation system may have made perfect sense:
Columbia Greek life was in the midst of a period of rapid ex-
pansion and was being met with negative press. Students and
staff had every reason to embrace the new system of standards
regulating fraternities and sororities.

Upon a closer look at the Alpha Standards, it’s now clear

that Greek organizations are being burdened with exceptional
expectations. Fraternities and sororities are being judged on
criteria ranging from their GPAs to their “leadership develop-
ment,” in a system of negative reinforcement—organizations’
very recognition from the University hinges on these criteria.

No other group on campus is held to such stringent stan-
dards, including other organizations granted Columbia housing.
Although Greek life is far more encompassing than other stu-
dent organizations, fraternities and sororities should not be held
to stricter standards than other student groups. Moreover, while
risk management training and adherence to University policy
are valid points of evaluation, others such as GPA and alumni
outreach seem arbitrary and should not determine whether
fraternities and sororities receive University recognition.

Instead, Alpha Standards should be a means of public evalu-
ation. Public evaluations should serve as a positive, self-moti-
vating force inside and outside Greek life. Evaluations could be
useful for students choosing a fraternity or sorority they want
to rush. Evaluations could also be used as outreach and public
relations tools for Columbia’s Greek life, offering the chance
to show off to national chapters and alumni. Instead of being
pushed into a corner by Columbia, fraternities and sororities
could decide for themselves whether to ursue a high rating—
meaning that the evaluations would be fairer and would instill
a greater deal of positive encouragement within Greek life at
Columbia.
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restrictions apply. To vew, please call  reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-  this summer. See a free trip to Eu-

- - -
f r r I tl n I t Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-  tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212)  rope in your future? Visit contiki.com/
anresales@gmail.com 666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com  amazing
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such as xyGontin ' Fresh Healthy Delicious Great Value

(men and women, aged 21-45 yrs)
needed for a 5-day outpatient study
of medication effects at the

NY State Psychiatric Institute.

| SIDEWALK DINING
 Order online at: VTPIZZERIARESTAURANT.COM
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(DINE-IN ONLY)

A’'s? A Phd tutor can focus your con-
cepts. There is no difference between
being a C student and an A student
except in the focus and the compres-
sion you are given. A good tutor can
PSYCHOTHERAPY clarify, realign, direct, in research, anal-
Brief, goal-focused therapy to alleviate  Ysis, writing. If you agree, get a tutor/
anxiety and depression. Become un-  coach now. Email wb15@caa.colum-
blocked and better equipped to man-  bia.edu. We specialize in History, Eng-
age stress. Experienced LCSW. Office  lish, Philosophy, Languages.
located within blocks of main campus.

Students:
Bring This Ad to

GET 15% OFF

Earn approximately $510.

Call the 5
Substance Use Research Center ‘
at (212) 543 6243. ; vegetarian

2857 BROADWAY Between 110th St. & 111th St 212.222.6464
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SPORTS

There’s more
to a game than
just the athletes

ver a week ago

Ireceived an
email from “Columbia
Athletics—The Roar” |
with the subject line
“Columbia Men’s
Basketball v. Harvard
SOLD-OUT! Go to
Senior Days!” I doubt
I was the only recipi-
ent of this notice and
so I assume it was a
mass email sent to
the entire student
body. This probably caused several dif-
ferent reactions. Most students might
say, “Really? How? It’s a shame I have
midterms next week or I might have
gone” Those students who take any
sort of liking to basketball might say,
“Sweet, here’s a chance to see a team
that’s likely to play in March Madness.”
Loyal Columbia basketball fans might
say, “I have to make sure I don’t miss the
chance to see our Lions knock off the
evil Harvard.”

I had a different reaction. It was
something along the lines of, “Damn,
that’s going to be tough to work” That
thought process is a result of four years
of employment with the Columbia
Athletics event staff. Don’t get me
wrong—TI actually enjoy working these
events. I wouldn’t have stayed on the
staff for this long if I didn’t. In fact, T
would argue that it’s the best work-study
job on campus.

The benefits are obvious. While you
are at work you get to watch sports, you
experience what Columbia Athletics
is all about from the inside, you get to
spend time with friends and make new
ones. Over the past four years, I've had
four different bosses and have had a
great relationship with each of them—
not to mention all of the other Columbia
Athletics employees I've met through
work. Hell, 've even helped one of my
bosses move out of his apartment.

Working is no piece of cake, though
(even if you get to take home extra food
after some events). On a few occasions,
nearly 3,000 people have attended an Ivy
League game in Levien, a stadium with
a seating capacity of only 2,700—and as
an event staffer, you are responsible for
politely moving people who are deter-
mined to sit in a seat that’s different from
the one they’ve paid for. Away teams are
put in locker rooms where they have to
scale more than one set of stairs—and
as an event staffer you are there to take
any complaints and abuse they dish out.
Sometimes you accidentally tell an op-
posing coach’s mother to wait outside
the gym, which you should never do.

These are just a few examples of the
numerous duties the event staffers have.
They work at nearly every single sport
Columbia Athletics has to offer, but there
is no doubt that Ivy League basketball
games are where they showcase their
skills. Yes, skills. Whether it’s a poorly at-
tended midweek game or a sold-out zoo
like it will be this Friday, the event staff is
expected to set up, maintain, and break
down the gym to perfection. That sort of
consistency is appreciated by some, but
unnoticed by most. Little things like put-
ting on table skirts, sweeping sweat, and
stamping hands are essential for the pre-
sentation of each event and are executed
every time. The event staff is not fazed
by anything and still completes its duties
even though tools break, fans crowd the
lobby, and members of the media get in
its way. I dare you to try to walk across
the baseline during a game—you will
be stopped and politely asked to walk
around through the lobby.

In my four years on the event staff T
have given a lot to the job, and received
alot from it. My proudest accomplish-
ments include being part of a 25-minute
breakdown of Levien before Brownout
and being awarded Student Worker
of the Month for November 2011 (on
the back of my unprecedented sweep-
ing performance at a volleyball game).
Apart from the many paychecks (and the
free burger I earned by being awarded
SWOTM), I've gained some valuable
experience and fun memories.

Friday will be my last time working
an Ivy League Basketball game as a part
of the event staff. It may be the hard-
est event I’ll ever work, with rumors
swirling around of Jeremy being “Lin”
attendance. The least I can do is show
my appreciation by calling all of my fel-
low staffers’ hard work to attention. So if
you are one of those students who want
to be a part of the sold-out crowd this
weekend, be sure to show your apprecia-
tion to the event staff as well.

Happy Leap Year!

RONNIE
SHABAN

Squeaky
Bum Time

Ronnie Shaban is a senior in the School
of Engineering and Applied Science
majoring in mechanical engineering.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In a conference season plagued by
second-half collapses, a new trend
has emerged for the men’s basketball
team (14-14, 3-9 Ivy). The Light Blue
has found itself down early in the last
three games, and has been unable to
complete the comeback effort.

On Feb. 18, the Lions lost in over-
time to Penn 61-59 after falling be-
hind 10-0 in the opening minutes.
The Light Blue’s first points in that
game did not come until 16:52, when
senior forward Blaise Staab hit a
jumper in the paint.

Things got off to an even worse
start for Columbia in Friday’s game
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at Yale. With just over 11 minutes
left to play in the first half, fresh-
man forward Brandon Sherrod hit a
jumper to put the Bulldogs up 20-5.
The Lions were able to close the gap
to 30-22 by halftime and tied it up
twice in the second half, but closing
that early deficit took a lot of effort.

“We dug ourselves too big of a hole
to get back from early on,” junior
point guard Brian Barbour said. “We
can’t afford to give a good team a 20-5
lead and then try to fight back—even
though we tied it up. It still hurts ex-
erting so much energy trying to get
back into it and then having to fight
at the end.”

With five minutes remaining in
the game at New Haven, Conn., the

ALYSON GOULDEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MISSING OUT | CU has struggled defensively with the absence of junior forward John Daniels, who may return this week.

Light Blue finds newest problem in early deficits

Light Blue tied it at 58 with a jumper
by freshman center Cory Osetkowski
off an assist from Barbour. The Lions
kept it close over the next few min-
utes, but the Bulldogs went on to win
75-67.

“We didn’t play well to start the
game,” head coach Kyle Smith said
after the game. “Down 20-5, you
can’t dig yourself a hole and expect
a chance to win.”

The next night at Brown, with the
game tied at 10 with 14:25 to go in
the first half, it seemed like the Lions
had put their slow start behind them.
But then back-to-back threes by the
Bears’ guards senior Jean Harris and

SEE IN FOCUS, page 3

Two-time
Olympian
adjusts to
college life

BY ERIC WONG
Spectator Staff Writer

When first-year swimmer sopho-
more Dominik Koll first walked into
the General Studies admissions office,
he knew that getting into Columbia
would be an uphill battle. The ap-
plication period for matriculation in
January of 2011 had long closed, but
Koll insisted that he be considered.

“I remember Cathy, from the GS
office. I walked into the office, and I
said, ‘Hi, I’ll be interested in going to
school,” Koll said. “She said, ‘Oh, the
application for March?’ I said, ‘No, no,
no, for January.”

Even though the admissions com-
mittee had already begun looking
through potential candidates, Koll
was able to strike a deal and convince
Cathy Li to accept his application, so
long as he could turn it in within a
day. The following day, Koll walked
into the office and handed a com-
pleted application with all required
test scores to an incredulous Li. A few
weeks later, he stepped onto campus
a Columbia Lion.

Hailing from Austria, Koll began
swimming at the age of seven. At first,
the commitment was nothing serious,
but the coaches at his club noted his
talent and suggested that he pursue
swimming further. His decision paid
off. After spending five years in a spe-
cial high school program where he
trained every morning, Koll had the
opportunity to represent Austria at
the 2004 Olympics in Athens.

After the Olympics came mandato-
ry military service, coupled with more
swim training, which led to a second
appearance at the Beijing Olympics in
2008. Koll’s eventual decision to be-
come a college student in the United
States was met with skepticism by his
family.

“I told my parents and grandpar-
ents about Columbia—especially since
college in Europe is free,” Koll said.
“They thought I lost my mind.”

As a walk-on to the men’s swim-
ming and diving team, Koll enjoys
being part of the team and brings a
humble attitude. The biggest differ-
ence for Koll is how the sport fits in
with the rest of his life.

“Before, I saw swimming as some-
thing I had to do,” Koll said. “Since I
started at Columbia, I do it for fun.
Especially in Los Angeles, when I was
swimming with people who live on
their swimming, they needed to do
well or they would lose their contract.
They need to swim at a high level.
Here, if you screw up a meet, you get
another one. Mainly, I get to be a stu-
dent here.

Around his new teammates, Koll

SEE KOLL, page 3

Harvard falling at wrong time with Penn closing in

BY MUNEEB ALAM
Spectator Staff Writer

BROWN

The Bears played the Big Red to a
virtual standstill, but Brown made four
fewer field goals than Cornell, and that
was the difference in
the game. Sophomore

forward Dockery AROITI‘II\}?:
Walker was outstand- LEAGUE

ing off the bench, scor-

ing 23 points and grab-

bing 17 rebounds, both

career highs. Brown’s offense was po-
tent against Columbia, boosting the
Bears to a 94-78 win.

CORNELL

Extended offensive difficulties in
the second half nearly cost the Big Red
at Brown and prevented a comeback
at Yale. Cornell shot only 36 percent
in the second half in Providence, R.I.,
and was outscored 32-27, but was saved
by an even poorer shooting perfor-
mance by its hosts. Senior guard Chris
Wroblewski scored 24 points and had
11 rebounds in the 69-63 win. Saturday
night in Connecticut, the Big Red had
an even tougher shooting performance,
converting on only 25.8 percent of its
shot attempts in the first half and only
19.3 percent in the second, leading to a
71-40 loss.

DARTMOUTH

After snapping a 20-game Ivy winless
skid last weekend, the Big Green almost
attained a second Ivy win over Penn, but
poor free-throw shooting—Dartmouth

made only 15 of its 28 free-throw at-
tempts—and an inability to defend se-
nior guard Zack Rosen sank Dartmouth.
On a night after one of its best games of
the season, the Big Green was torched
defensively by Princeton. Although the
game was within five points for the first
10 minutes, Dartmouth could not keep
pace with the Tigers, who raced away
late in the first and early in the second,
leading by as many as 29 points.

HARVARD

With a chance to clinch at least a
share of the Ivy title, the once-domi-
nant Harvard nearly dropped both of
its weekend games. Friday night, the
Crimson topped Princeton 67-64 after
holding on to a one point lead, thanks in
large part to perfect free-throw shoot-
ing. Despite an impressive frontcourt led
by junior forward Kyle Casey, who had
20 points and eight rebounds, Harvard
could not muster a significant advantage
in either rebounds or points in the paint,
and its biggest saving grace was its +7
turnover differential. On its senior night,
Harvard fell to Penn 55-54 after failing
to defend its one-point lead with under
a minute to play. Senior forward Keith
Wright became Harvard’s all-time leader
in blocks, but his dominance inside could
not extend Harvard’s 28-game home
winning streak, which was the second
longest in the country.

PENN

Penn went 2-0 this past weekend,
notching wins against the Big Green and
the Crimson. Down 39-38 on Friday night,
senior guard Rob Belcore completed a

three-point play—assisted by senior guard
Zack Rosen—to put Penn ahead for good.
Rosen scored the Quakers’ next 16 points,
and a missed potential game-tying free
throw by Dartmouth with only 11.6 sec-
onds remaining iced the game for Penn
57-54. The following night, Rosen ruined
the final home game for Harvard’s seniors
as he scored his team’s final nine points
and the game-winning free throws with
just over 20 seconds left.

PRINCETON

Hot shooting lifted Princeton to its
strong weekend, pushing league-leading
Harvard to the final minute and convinc-
ingly topping Dartmouth. The Tigers
carried a one-point lead into halftime at
Lavietes Pavilion behind 48 percent shoot-
ing from the field, including 5-of-8 from
beyond the arc, but Harvard’s advantage
in free throws proved to be the biggest dif-
ference. In Hanover, N.H., the Tigers put
together a true team effort in a 85-61 win,
shooting 65.4 percent from the field—their
highest shooting percentage in nearly sev-
en years—including over 70 percent from
downtown.

YALE

After defeating Columbia, Yale put
together perhaps its best performance
of the season on its senior night against
Cornell, winning 71-40. Senior center
Greg Mangano posted 16 points and 10 re-
bounds, and senior guard Reggie Willhite
fell just shy of a triple-double. Willhite also
had four steals, tying the single-season
school record of 59, and head coach James
Jones became the fifth coach in Ivy history
to reach 100 conference wins.

RK (IVY) |TEAM

PENN

QUAKERS

The Quakers went 2-0 this week-
end, upsetting Harvard. If they win
their last three games, they will
clinch a share of the Ivy crown.

1

17-11 (9-2)

HARVARD

CRIMSON

Harvard may again have to par-
ticipate in a one-game playoff for

2

24-4 (10-2)

the Ivy League’s single automat-
ic bid to the NCAA tournament.

YALE

BULLDOGS

With a solid win over Columbia
and an emphatic win over
Cornell, Yale is still within strik-
ing distance of the Ivy title.

PRINCETON

TIGERS

The Tigers matched their play
at Harvard the next night at
Dartmouth and have now won
five of six.

CORNELL

BIG RED

A close win over the seventh-
place team and a blowout loss
do not bode well for the Big Red
moving forward.

COLUMBIA

LIONS

Columbia has lost by an aver-
age of 9.25 points in its last four
games.

BROWN

BEARS

The Bears nearly beat Cornell
before defeating Columbia
handily.

DARTMOUTH

BIG GREEN

Dartmouth may be able to cap-
ture one or even two more Ivy
wins with contests at Cornell and
Columbia on the slate.
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