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News, page 2

Barnard SGA Hashes
Out Election Rules

Spectator’s Student
Government Association
reporter sums up the latest
meeting, which included a
visit from Dean Dorothy
Denburg.

A&E, page 3

True Life of the
CU/BC Architect

Intense projects and a heavy
workload keep Barnard and
Columbia undergraduate
architecture students in the
studio until the wee hours of
the morning.

A&E, page 3

The Independent
Poet and the Sea

Jeffrey Yang, poet and editor
at New Directions, will pub-
licly read his unconventional
marine-inspired poems at the
KGB Bar this Thursday.

Opinion, page 4

Expansionist
Policies

Columnist Nicole Winter
questions Columbia’s al-
legiances in the Manhattan-
ville expansion as the school
faces opposition both on and
off campus.

Sports, page 6

Foley Carrying Load
For Men'’s Basketball

Junior guard Patrick Foley has
returned to form and averaged
19 points in weekend action
at Brown and Yale. The Lions
need his leadership as they
make a final push.

Sports, page 6

Lions Finding Rhythm
On Both Ends of Court

Women’s basketball turned
up the intensity this
weekend, sweeping Yale
and Brown. They were able
to find their stride both on
offense and defense.

Your Source for News
Around the Clock

Just like you, the news never
sleeps. Check out our Web
site 24/7 for campus and city
news that matters to you.

Brian Chan / Staff Photographer
PRO AND CON | William Prasifka, CC "12, and Derek Turner, CC 12, represented the College Republicans at a debate jointly sponsored by
the College Republicans, the College Democrats, and the Roosevelt Institute. The participants debated the fairness of affirmative action.

CU Dems, Republicans Debate Affirmative Action

BY HILARY SOLOFF
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia University College
Democrats and Columbia University College
Republicans riled up the audience in a
debate Monday evening on the resolution
“affirmative action is a policy at odds with
equality and fairness.”

"The two campus groups hosted the debate
as part of an ongoing joint project to engage
in more interparty dialogue. The debate was
sponsored by the Roosevelt Institute and
moderated by Caitlin Halpern, CC 09 and
president of the Columbia Political Union.

“Our goal is just to get some dialogue
going, have some discussion on the issue
in a more structured format than in a
classroom,” said Lauren Salz, executive
director of the College Republicans and
CC ’11. “Last semester they were more
educational debates in that both sides had
to take their candidate’s position versus
this semester the students are representing
their personal views.”

Chronicle Report:
Dermatology Prof
Makes $4.3M Salary

Few would imagine that college pro-
fessors are raking in the bills during
a severe economic downturn. Yet one
Columbia professor is doing just that.
Some University employees are making
far more than many might expect—some-
times, as in the case of David Silvers, as
much as $4.3 million in 2007.

Inareport released on Monday detailing
the salaries of college presidents and employees,
the Chronicle of Higher Education wrote that
Silvers, a Columbia professor of dermatology,
is the second-highest earner at any private
college. Silvers’s salary was exceeded in the
report only by that of University of Southern
California head football coach Pete Carroll.
‘The Chronicle explained its decision to release
areportextending beyond presidents’ salaries,
which it had released earlier, by saying in
USA Today that it “contributes to the broader
national discussion about appropriate levels
of pay for leaders in all sectors.”

Silvers has been recognized as a high-
earning employee in past reports, but this
study specifically calls attention to the dis-
parity between employees’ and presidents’
salaries. While some college employees’
salaries have continued to rise, presidents
of a number of colleges have agreed to take
pay cuts or otherwise give back part of their
earnings in order to help their schools cope
with the struggling economy. University
President Lee Bollinger’s salary came under
scrutiny in 2008 when the Chronicle’s report
confirmed that it rose half a million dol-
lars—he has said the increase incorporated
the approval of his retirement package. In
2006-2007, Bollinger earned $1.4 million,
about one quarter of Silvers’s pay.

Of the 88 employees in the Chronicle’s
report who earned more than $1 million, 11
held chief executive posts— generally either
president or chancellor.

“Dr. Silvers is renowned in the field and
has significant responsibilities in directing this
highly specialized lab at Columbia University
Medical Center,” the University explained in
a statement to the New York Daily News.

William Prasifka, CC ’12, and Derek
Turner, CC ’12 represented the College
Republicans in the debate while Danielle
Amerian, CC ’11, and Michael Spitzer-
Rubenstein, CC ’12, represented the
College Democrats.

After arriving at Lerner Cinema be-
fore the College Democrats, the College
Republicans called and won the coin toss,
electing to go first. Prasifka opened the
debate and began his four-minute open-
ing speech by stating the thesis of his and
Turner’s argument—that “someone shouldn’t
be judged by the color of their skin.” Spitzer-
Rubenstein followed Prafiska’s opening
statement for the College Democrats, ask-
ing, “Who should have the opportunity to
succeed?” and stating that a system without
affirmative action is not colorblind.

Avi Edelman, media director of the College
Democrats and CC ’11, said that the debate
was less about getting students to choose
one political party over another than about
spurring them to form their own opinions
on affirmative action.

“We wanted to pick a topic that was more
philosophical,” he said. “The goal isn’t to
change anyone’s mind or have a winner. The
goal is to put the ideas out there and to explore
what the ideas are.”

According to Salz, another goal was to have
the audience participate in the debate and ask
questions. “The purpose of the debate is that
people walk away thinking critically about the
differentsides of an issue,” Salz said. The audi-
ence engaged the debaters not only by asking
questions but also by debating with the College
Republican and College Democrat represen-
tatives. When the opposing sides got bogged
down in abstract considerations, the president
of the Roosevelt Institute asked the participants
to make more direct arguments and to leave
hypothetical propositions behind.

As the participants began to make more
hard-hitting arguments, the audience grew
more involved with many hands shooting up
in response to each point. By the end, audi-
ence members were debating not just with the
representatives but with each other.

news@columbiaspectator.com

CCSCPlans
Election

Reforms

Candidates Could
Win Without
Majority of Votes

BY ALIX PIANIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia College Student Coun-
cil is anticipating election changes in-
tended to increase the value of votes and
broaden the spectrum of candidates. The
changes could allow a prospective student
leader to win an election without a major-
ity but with a plurality.

As discussed at Sunday evening’s meet-
ing, CCSC plans to change the method
of electing candidates pending Colum-
bia College Information Technology’s
collaboration in changing the online
system’s functionality. While students
have traditionally chosen between con-
tenders and voted for their favorite run-
ner, the new system would allow voters
to rank the candidates. If one candidate
has an overwhelming majority, the pro-
cess would stop there. But previous elec-
tions, which were extremely close in the
last two years, show that such decisive an
outcome is unlikely.

If there is no majority candidate,
the process would continue as follows:
after the lowest-ranked candidates are
eliminated from the race, his or her
votes would be redistributed to the oth-
er contenders.

While council members conceded
that this method, known as an instant
runoff, would be a more time-consum-
ing election process, it would increase
the value of each vote by letting none go
to waste. Some argued that the reforms
could cause elections to be a more accu-
rate barometer of students’ intents. Un-
der the new rules, a candidate could be
elected without a majority so long as the
tally indicated that the contender was the

SEE CCSC, page 2

Sachs Criticizes Press in J-School Speech

BY TABITHA PEYTON WOOD
Spectator Staff Writer

Professor and Earth Institute Director

economists, businesspeople, and, more

pertinently, the media.

Sachs put a special emphasis on the

Jeffrey Sachs played on an academic buzz-
word in a lecture at the Columbia School
of Journalism, saying that the pursuit of
sustainable development must be a “com-
plex interdisciplinary” process.

Sachs’s discussion at the journalism
school, which filled a lecture hall on
Monday afternoon, was just one stop
on his quest to visit every school at the
University. He has been talking to stu-
dents and faculty about their respective
disciplines’ roles in sustainable develop-
ment, which he defined as “the challenge
of a global society achieving its economic
wants, desires and needs, and at the same
time doing that compatibly with the
physical environment.”

He pointed out that meeting this chal-
lenge will require an interdisciplinary effort
that would engage scientists, engineers,

role of the media, saying that public edu-
cation and public awareness were key
components of the progress of sustainable
development. He said that the push for
development would not come directly from
policy makers but rather from informed
constituents pressuring their governments
to take constructive action.

Sachs criticized some press organi-
zations for failing to portray develop-
ment issues accurately. In particular, he
singled out the Wall Street Journal, call-
ing its editorial pages “aggressively igno-
rant” and charging them with “spread-
ing mass misinformation around the
world,” especially surrounding the issue of
climate change.

Holly Fletcher, a student at the jour-
nalism school who attended the event,

SEE SACHS, page 2
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J-SCHOOL LECTURE | Jeffrey Sachs spoke on

the need for sustainable development.
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—Kim Kirschenbaum MEXICAN FLAG DAY | Anthony Correa, CC 10, explains to the audience the significance of the Puerto Rican flag during the
celebration of Dia de la Bandera (Flag Day). The Chicano Caucus hosted the event on the occasion of Mexico's national holiday.
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EVENTS — FEBRUARY 24

Decorate T-Shirts with McAC

The McIntosh Activities Council’s
multicultural committee will hold an
event called “Wear Are You From?”
Participants will decorate T-shirts

in honor of their home countries.

Barnard Hall Lobby, 5 p.m.

February 24, 2009

Corporate Social Responsibility

Klaus M. Leisinger, President and
CEO of the Novartis Foundation for
Sustainable Development, will give a
talk on the extent of “Big Pharma’s”
responsibilities to uphold human rights.

141 Uris Hall, 12:30 p.m.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“That’s not Islamic
extremism, that’s just
hunger.”

—Jeffrey Sachs
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Columbia Spectator
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Have a question? Criticism? News tip?
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info@columbiaspectator.com.

CORRECTIONS

An article that ran on Feb. 23, 2009 misspelled
the name of a man killed by a subway train. The
correct spelling is Adham Brenes.

The Spectator is committed to fair and accurate
reporting. If you know of an error please inform
us at copy@columbiaspectator.com.

Dispatches from Barnard Student
Government Association

Barnard’s Student Government
Association met on Monday, Feb.
23, kicking off its meeting with
a visit from Dean of the College
Dorothy Denburg. Denburg spoke
first on the Nexus, remembering her
first walk-through last November
and her most recent visit this past
month. She spoke admiringly of
the progress the building has made,
dwelling on the construction of
the black box theater. Denburg
wrapped up her speech by discuss-
ing academic advising, stating that
the upcoming town hall meeting in
March will address any questions
students might have regarding the
advisor selection process.

SGA proceeded to discuss elec-
tion protocol for spring 2009. The
elections commission, composed of
SGA President Sarah Besnoff, BC
’09, and Junior Representative to the
Board of Trustees Daphne Larose,

BC 10, announced several possible
changes to the process. Candidates
must declare their intention to run
by Friday, March 27, at 5 p.m. by
submitting a message including the
position for which they are running
and a two-hundred-word platform.
After the commission reviews the
applications, confirmation e-mails
will be sent out to candidates, who
can then begin general campaigning,
except the posting of fliers, which
will begin on April 2. However, this
period does coincide with Passover,
which begins April 8, and Besnoff
resolved to contact the president
of the Columbia/Barnard Hillel
to ensure continued student voting
participation. Motions to allow mass
e-mailing of club endorsements and
to formally ban personal endorse-
ments by sitting SGA members
were rejected.

—Carly Silver
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Sachs Advises More Food, Less Fighting

SACHS from front page

shared some of Sachs’s disappointment
with the press. “It is typical of news or-
ganizations to run stories they can get
easily,” she said. “It didn’t surprise me
that he has this opinion.”

Other audience members were more
skeptical of Sachs’s views. Stephen Isaacs, a
professor at the journalism school, said that
Sachs’s opinion of the press was naive. He
added that Sachs is mistaken in his belief
that he can use the media to advance his
cause. “Skepticism, suspicion is what we

[journalists] are about. We have to oppose
him ... He’s probably right about everything,
but he may be wrong.”

In spite of their differing thoughts
on the role of the press, Isaacs praised
Sachs, saying, “I consider him the pre-
mier economist in the world.”

Fletcher echoed those positive senti-
ments. “Jeffrey Sachs is very influential,”
she said. “He is renowned for his ideas
and opinions ... You don’t often get to
see him speak for free.”

During his lecture, Sachs also tried to
draw attention to the struggle of the three

billion people worldwide who are currently
living in poverty, saying that the support
for sustainable development should take
precedent over the “global war on terror”
begun by the Bush administration.
“Roughly half the planet rightly call the
material struggle of life their central chal-
lenge,” Sachs said. “Sending troops to quell
the unrest of hungry people is not very cost
effective. ... I's doomed to failure.” He also
proposed a simple explanation for many of
this decade’s terrorist attacks. “That’s not
Islamic extremism, that’s just hunger.”
news@columbiaspectator.com

CCSC Seeks to Broaden Field of Candidates

(CSC from front page

most widely preferred choice across the
student body.

Vice President of Policy Adil Ahmed,
CC’09, said the change in policy would
make the candidates more credible, es-
pecially in light of previous close elec-
tions. It also might increase outreach
to non-council members of the student
body interested in running for positions.
“It’s something that we always need to
improve on,” Ahmed said.

“People with ideals that may be radical on
either end don’t run because they didn’t feel
like they have a chance,” CCSC President
George Krebs, CC’09, added. “The advantage
of doing a ranked preferential voting system
would be to allow a variety of ideas.”

After several election cycles with rela-
tively low voter turnout, council members
said they hoped that the new system
would draw out previously apathetic CC
voters. The rules could also strengthen
the hand of write-in candidates who were
previously overlooked.

“There was no problem that pushed

us to changing the voting system,” said
James Bogner, CC ’10 and chair of the
election board, adding, “It makes it a
better place for multiparty elections.”

As CCSC leans heavily toward adopt-
ing the new voting system, the Council
seems to be following a growing trend
among peer institutions. As Harvard,
Dartmouth, and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology have all switched
to more sophisticated voting systems,
Columbia council members believe that
changing their own process will keep
them ahead of the curve. “This was one
way of keeping in stride with what other
schools are doing,” Bogner said.

A move to an instant runoff voting
system would require the addition of a
clause in the CCSC constitution to de-
fine how elections would be carried out
in the future. The Engineering Student
Council has a similar clause in its consti-
tution in the case of a runoff in which the
candidate with the plurality vote would
be elected to office.

While council members began plan-
ning the election changes in August,

coordination with CCIT to adjust the
voting Web site has proven to be a chal-
lenge. Krebs and Bogner both said that
the implementation of the new policies
is contingent upon the time it takes to
get the technology up and running. But
Krebs is hopeful that the new voting
system will be ready soon.

“CCIT says that it’s a realistic possi-
bility for this semester,” he said, though
Bogner is less certain about a projected
timeline. Council members at Sunday’s
meeting suggested that it might become
a long-term project extending into next
year. CCIT did not respond to inquiries
before press time.

Senior Class Representative Colin
Felsman noted that several Columbia
campus groups had already gone the
way of instant runoff votes. “I think it
gives the victor a stronger mandate,” he
said in an e-mail. Felsman added, “It’s
also very similar to the Caucus system
used for Democratic Primaries, the very
system that played to Obama’s advantage
in Iowa ... an interesting parallel.”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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for Financial Education, a nonprofit foundation
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from St. John's

UNIVERSITY

Invest today!
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Here's a hot tip that guarantees big returns. Invest in
a world-class graduate degree from 5t. John's University.
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campuses and graduate centers in Oakdale, NY, and Rome,
Italy, 5t. John's educates leaders with more than 100
certificate, career-change, master's and doctoral programs
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education, law, pharmacy and allied health.

Flexible and affordable, our graduate programs offer
quality academics, cutting-edge technology and a
supportive environment.
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Architecture Major: More Than a Simple Sketch

BY KIMBERLY RUBIN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Stop a student on campus and ask them what he or
she thinks is the hardest major to pursue at Columbia
University. You'll probably hear pre-med.

Unless you happen to stop a bleary-eyed strag-
gler returning from or heading back to the stu-
dio, you might never hear about the intensive
studio and theory classes that are part of the
Barnard+Columbia Architecture program. In fact,
unless you happen to be wandering the halls of
Milbank late at night or happen to know someone
pursuing an undergraduate degree in architecture,
the BC+CU Architecture program might remain
a mystery, confined to the Barnard campus,
Schermerhorn Hall, and Avery Library.

Currently, there are 81 students (40 Barnard majors
and 41 Columbia College and General Studies majors)
pursuing an undergraduate degree in architecture,
according to Karen Fairbanks, head of the
Architecture Department.

A typical
day in the life of
an architecture student
may end up filling more
than a 24-hour period. One of
the most time-consuming aspects
of architecture studies are the studio
courses that meet for three hours twice a
week and are focused on biweekly projects that
are designed to push students to the limits of
their imagination. After two weeks, the project

is presented to a visiting “judge,” traditionally an
architect or critic from outside Columbia.

In order to prepare for this presentation, stu-
dents meet with their studio teacher every class
to get feedback on how to improve their ideas and
drawings. In preparation for studio time as well as
the final presentation, students spend their nights
working in the Milbank studio at Barnard. The
studio is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week
in order to accommodate the heavy workload that
is students have. Before a project is due, students

will typically pull all-nighters.
One student compares the
process to Project Runway,
in which designers
will havea

day to
design a
project that
is presented to a
panel of judges who
often harshly criticize it.
The judges are typically look-
ing for something more than just
a good-looking building. They want
the students to evoke emotions in
the user of the building. After spend-
ing days in the studio working on a

design, the criticism can often be rough. “We've had
people cry,” Desirée Casoni, BC ’10 said.

Despite the intense and stressful work environ-
ment, architecture students are very supportive of
each other, according to Casoni. There is hardly any
competition among students. Instead, they bring each
other food and coffee when they are working late in
the studio. They play music, laugh, and try to keep
each other awake. Since they are part of a relatively
small department and spend such long hours together,
it begins to feel like a small community.

The architecture major requires students to take
four studio courses, five theory courses, two semi-
nars, and three specialization courses. Graduates of
this four-year program receive a Bachelor of Arts
in architecture, as opposed to graduates of other
schools that have completed a five-year program in
which students graduate with a B.A. and a
license to practice. BC and CU

students must go on to a gradu-
ate school of architecture after
their undergraduate education in
order to receive their licenses.
Photo Tlustration Yet this untraditional program
by Rachel Allen  actually attracts many architecture
students to the BC+CU program
because they feel that it emphasizes the importance of a
liberal arts education on top of architectural technique.
Arthistory, music, and other humanities are often drawn
upon to explain the designs taught in theory classes as
well as for inspiration in projects. Knowledge of the
humanities become an important skill for communi-
cating ideas, according to Casoni. Communication is
necessary to foster a relationship with clients.

Architecture demands passion and patience as well
as a mind that works well at late hours. “Even though
we are not in the library, we are always studying and
working,” Casoni said. So next time someone asks
you what the most demanding major is at Columbia,
perhaps architecture should come to mind.

INMI THEATER

Does CU Theater Put the
Arts in Liberal Arts?

BY MADALENA PROVO
Columbia Daily Spectator

Perhaps it is our ideal location on
Broadway, or the inspiring curricu-
lum, or maybe there is just stardust
in the Morningside Heights air that
leads Columbia to attract and pro-
duce the “artistic type.”

Despite the long line of success
stories from Columbia—including
Rodgers & Hammerstein, Twyla
Tharp, Ben Stein, Art Garfunkel,
Maggie and Jake Gyllenhaal, and
Cynthia Nixon—mixed opinions re-
main as to whether a conservatory or
a liberal arts education best prepares
one for a career in the arts.

Prospective students consider this
question as they look at Columbia—
whose dance and theater majors
reside at Barnard—and current stu-
dents take this into account as they
make future plans. Does Columbia
properly prepare students pursing
careers in the performing arts?

Generally defined as a curriculum
designed to establish a general knowl-
edge and intellectual capacity with a
broad basis of information, a liberal
arts education usually qualifies one for
a Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of
Arts This contrasts with professional
programs, such as conservatories,
which provide instruction in music,
dance, or theater resulting in a Bachelor
of Fine Arts. When debating the two
styles of education, it is often a ques-
tion of depth versus breadth.

As the new buzzword and point
of fear among every recent college
graduate, “job security” is an old
concern for pursuers of the arts—it
is a volatile vocation. According to
the College Board, more than 85
percent of actors in professional
actors unions are unemployed, and
the dance field is notoriously com-
petitive. Why pay for training in a
discipline where youre unlikely to
be gainfully employed anyway?

This uncertainty is sometimes
the reason for turning to a liberal
arts education with a concentration
in the arts—the appeal of a back-up
plan. Katie Glasner, assistant chair
of the Barnard dance department,

warns students and parents that
there is no such thing as an insur-
ance policy in the arts. “If you're
well trained, that doesn’t necessar-
ily mean you’re going to get a job,”
she said. Glasner added that most
people venture outside of their ma-
jors to work anyway, and this is no
different with arts majors.

Fully recognizing the potential
risks, Michael Leibring, CC’09, chose
to major in theater and warns that
those wishing to enter the field “must
be prepared to deal with the fact that
you won't always be able to work in this
field.” He chose liberal arts because he
didn’t want to be pigeonholed into a
career. “I wanted a real education in
addition to arts training,” Leibring
said. However, he recognizes the ad-
vantages of a conservatory education,
which Leibring noted, “involves a
different level of intensity which isn’t
necessarily available at CU. There is a
different mindset there as well.”

Rob Bundy, who has taught for
conservatory programs at Juilliard
and the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts, recommends lib-
eral arts education for its own sake
and considers the education offered
by Columbia conducive to students
seeking an arts career. He stresses that
well-educated actors, who have been
able to “develop an eclectic point of
view, a renaissance education,” are
considerably more interesting to work
with and watch on stage.

He said he would “always encour-
age the young artist to immerse him/
herself in a liberal arts environment.
A conservatory education is ideal after
a liberal arts education. That’s when
you can begin to specialize in your
art, and your career will be richer
than if you simply go to conserva-
tory.” As for a liberal arts education as
a backup plan, Bundy warns against
this reasoning, as he believes this kind
of “thinking and strategy is contrary
to the artistic spirit.”

Of course, there is something to be
said for all options, and every decision
should be carefully considered. But
any education filled with passion and
deepened self-understanding is well
worth the pursuit.

Photo Illustration by Rachel Allen
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Jeffrey Yang Floods the
Village With His Poetry

An .1'|-:'|LI.|I'i|_:|I1|

wiy JEFFREY YAND

Courtesy of Nina Subin

MARINE POET | With sea creature-titled poems strung together by motifs such
as the number five, Yang is bound to enthrall the audience with his poetry.

BY CHRISTOPHER MORRIS-LENT
Spectator Staff Writer

“There’s no money in poetry,”
Jeffrey Yang said with a smile
framed by a writerly goatee. “Mind
if I eat?” he said as he munched on
an overpriced sandwich.

“Notatall.” He was at Balducci’s on
14th Street—a soulless drag that man-
ages to capture the worst of Manhattan
during any given era. Across the street
was New Directions, an independent
publishing house devoted to propagat-
ing experimental writing. Yang makes
the journey from his home upriver
in Beacon to the city twice a week to
work there as an editor—it was a better
day job than what T.S. Eliot had at
London Lloyd’s. “It’s a good time to
be independent,” Yang said.

A good time to be independent,
and as good of a time for poetry as
there ever was. Public readings of
poetry gratis stretch back from the
earliest epics to modern slams. Yang
will be reading his in the Village this
Thursday. Though this kind of small-
market writing does well by word-of-
mouth, Yang said it was his singular
good fortune that he was able to find
a publisher that was independent and
willing to take him on for no money.
His literary debut, An Aquarium:
Poems (Graywolf Press, $10.20) is
a spare volume: sixty poems, nearly
all titled after a different sea crea-
ture, arranged alphabetically from
“Abalone” to “Zooxanthellae.”

Weird times give rise to weird
writing, but what exactly was it that
compelled Yang to embark on this
project? “There’s a book of poems by
Louis Zukofsky called 80 Flowers,”
he said, “and a bunch of authors have
done bestiaries before.” He cited
Kenneth Rexroth, Jorge Luis Borges,
and medieval vellums—the drive to
taxonomize goes all the way back
to Aristotle, who is omnipresent in
his book. And yet “nobody had ever
done an aquatic bestiary before.” So
why shouldn’t he be the first?

Yang grew up and attended college
in San Diego, where he majored in lit-
erature and biology—his professional

background is not just in books, but
also in marine science, and his poems
display a familiarity with both.

The voice in An Aquarium is con-
fident, iconoclastic, and indepen-
dent—going off in new directions,
yet grounded in this deep learning
and tradition. But what is Yang
trying to do here? Maybe it was the
poetry of wit in the sense of yoking
together disparate concepts.

“That’s part of it,” he said, “but
there’s also the musical line. A lot of
people experience poetry as more of a
conversational thing—it’s common in
contemporary poetry. For me, the musi-
cal line is just more complicated.”

The words and lines cohere into
poems, but how do the poems cohere
into a book? “There’s a number of
motifs, like the number five, and
also series’ of primes,” Yang ex-
plained (on the front cover there’s
a quincunx of sea arcane). Is each
poem supposed to represent the
complexity of the organism it de-
picts? “Kind of.” Is An Aquarium, in
spite of the “‘imbecility” of reason,”
an attempt to distill the complex-
ity of an ecosystem into sixty short
poems? “You could say that.”

Older bestiaries—Ilike T.H.
White’s 7he Book of Beasts—detail
mythical creatures like dragons,
gryphons, and manticores. Are
there any krakens or nereids in Az
Aquarium? “Nope, I didn’t want to
be there.” Anyone who's watched the
“Deep Sea” episode of Planet Earth
knows how weird marine science
is—it defies the imagination.

“Yeah,” Yang said, laughing. Forall
his poetry’s complexity and erudition
and its rejection of “conversational”
modern verse, it is hard to imagine
“Abalone” and “Aristotle,” “Mormyrid”
and “Quahog,” being read in any voice
but his, with its good humor, affabil-
ity, and easy accessibility.

Jeffrey Yang will be reading from
An Aquarium: Poems az 7:00 p.m.
this Thursday at the KGB Bar (66 W.
12th St., Room 503). The event will also
Jfeature three other writers: Cecily Parks,
Ben Downing, and Danica Colic.

INNIFILM

The Gems of
Political
Documentary

he most popular
documentaries of
our time gener-

ally seem to border on
propaganda. Michael
Moore whispers grave
condemnations about
anything left of social-
ism when discussing

DAVID iscus
health care in SiCKO,
& and Ben Stein babbles
CINEMA rightist nonsense in his
POLITICO idiotic intelligent design

diatribe Expelled: No
Intelligence Allowed, go-
ing as far as conflating Darwinism with Nazism.
These strident voices only serve to vindicate the
views of audience members who already agree
with the films’ political stances. They also belie
the brilliance of lesser-known nonfiction films.
However, recent years have produced well-re-
searched, nuanced documentaries that enlighten
rather than reinforce personal preconceptions.

Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room, a
2005 documentary on the collapse of America’s
most infamous corporation, is one such work.
Directed by Alex Gibney, the film takes a mea-
sured, professional approach to profiling the
company’s downfall, remaining both compre-
hensive and understandable to the layman.
Most Americans have a murky understanding of
what Enron did, simply grasping that whatever
the company’s actions were, they were bad.

The Smartest Guys in the Room does a fantas-
tic job dispelling that clouded perspective.

Enron’s story is outraging, but it is the
facts that infuriate, not Stein-or-Moore-like
narrative manipulation. The film also con-
textualizes Enron’s rise and fall, emphasizing
that the company’s crimes did not happen in
a vacuum—ZEnron executive Kenneth Lay’s
friendship with the Bush family was inte-
gral to the company’s ephemeral success, as
was its involvement in the electricity crisis
that crippled California in 2000 and 2001.

Another business-based documentary
worth watching is Maxed Out: Hard Times,
Easy Credit and the Era of Predatory Lenders,
22006 film directed and written by James
Scurlock that explores America’s destruc-
tive relationship with debt. Smartest Guys in
the Room may be a better-crafted film, but
Maxed Out is vital viewing, outlining the
exploitation by companies and lenders that
fomented our current economic crisis.

It has become far too easy to assign com-
munal culpability for our financial woes
to exonerate the finance sector. University
President Lee Bollinger emphasized the point
at his most recent fireside chat where he
sympathized with a University trustee who
was excoriated during a congressional hear-
ing on the economy by stressing that the
economic crisis “is everybody’s fault.”

Maxed Out makes that position untenable.
Most damning is the testimony of Harvard
professor Elizabeth Warren. She discusses her
interactions with banking executives who,
among other unscrupulous practices, refused
to stop lending easy credit to risky clients
they readily admitted were destined for de-
linquency because they produced short-term
profits. She talks about visiting Congress and
asking congressmen what would happen after
the U.S. debt market collapsed (i.e. now).
They responded with dumbfounded silence.

The filmmakers also uncover preda-
tory practices used on customers. In Maxed
Out, one interviewee is a mentally handi-
capped man who was swindled into sign-
ing up for a loan. The man’s handicap was
so severe that the banker had to write out
the man’s signature for him to copy.

Though it does dip into melodrama, Maxed
Out is an important historical document. It
reminds us that this recession was neither or-
ganic nor unforeseeable. The greed and—to be
fair, though to a lesser extent—the consumer
gullibility to buy into that greed were con-
scious choices with obvious consequences.

Fog of War, from director Errol Morris,
possesses the same historical relevance
as Maxed Out. Fog is an extended inter-
view with Robert MacNamara, secretary
of efense under Kennedy and Johnson.
MacNamara has always been reticent about
discussing his involvement in Vietnam,
but in the film, along with his candid
discussion about the rest of his career, he
is forthright about his Pentagon years.
Imagine how astonishing it would be to
see Donald Rumsfeld sit for a frank inter-
view about his failings in the Iraq War.
Fog of War is the Vietnam equivalent.

Morris is both a brilliant documentar-
ian and an adept aesthetician. Rather than
rest all the laurels of his once-in-a-life-
time interview, he incorporates astound-
ing footage of everything MacNamara
discusses as well as a brooding Philip Glass
score. Fog is as much a beautiful work of
art as it is a revelatory look at history.

These three films examine sides of
America that are not enjoyable to uncover,
yet they enrich our understanding of his-
tory and culture. Watching these movies
may not be as validating as having a brazen
documentarian parrot your personal views,
but it is a far more enriching experience.

David Berke is a Columbia College first-year.
Cinema Politico runs alternate Tuesdays.
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Science Building
Blocks

his winter, the
Interdisciplinary Science
Building was officially
topped off. Planned to open for
academic use in the fall of 2010,
the ISB will house science labora-
tories, classrooms, and a library.
Columbia University’s science
departments should look to this
new space as an opportunity to
augment interdepartmental cor-
respondences and relations.
The ISB stands 14 stories high,
above the underground Dodge
Physical Fitness Center, on a plot
of land that had remained empty
for over a century. It is registered
under the United States Green
Building Council’s Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design green rating system, dem-
onstrating the University’s com-
mitment to strict environmental
standards, another feature that
will set the building apart. In
2010, the ISB will open its doors
to classrooms and research fa-
cilities for the physics, biology,
chemistry, and engineering de-
partments in addition to a cafe, a
recreational space, and a science
library. Currently, the sciences are
scattered all over the Morningside
campus and are dozens of blocks
away from Columbia’s medical
center. All of the academic de-
partments that will occupy the

building have been consulted
for its design, and they should
continue to expand this spirit of
interdisciplinary collaboration in
this state-of-the-art facility.

As a structure built on one of
the few, if not last, undeveloped
plot on the Morningside cam-
pus, the ISB must be used to its
full potential. Modern scientific
research often involves several
disciplines, and the physical prox-
imity of the science departments
should enable students, faculty,
and researchers to collaborate
more closely on such projects.
Columbia University President
Bollinger has affirmed that the
building’s construction will not be
affected by the economic down-
turn. With Bollinger’s guarantee,
departments should take advan-
tage of this flexibility and create
laboratories and classrooms that
cater to interdisciplinary com-
munication.

As scientific disciplines rely
more and more on each other,
science departments at Columbia
must work with and learn from
one another. By taking advan-
tage of the future shared space,
researchers will be able to enhance
not only their own research but
also provide its students with a
well rounded, interdisciplinary
education.

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of
interest. Submissions should be between 700 and 900 words and
express an opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or unfair-
by /aéelgrosps or individuals. All writers meet with an associate
editor to edit their submission before publication. Submissions
may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays ar 2:30
p.m. in the Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and
Broadway.
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Meters and
Feet

BYLILAY BERHANE

Before visiting schools in Nairobi, Kenya I re-
membered my earliest encounters with underfunded
government schools in Africa. I organized these ex-
periences, categorizing my reactions—the number
of children to a classroom, the lack of books, the
material deficiencies—in order of the increasing ef-
fect on my sensitivity. At the time, the solutions had
been as simple as more funding. I had maintained
an almost similar pragmatism this time around so
that my sensibility was prepared.

My experience with the revived school system in
Nairobi, however, was completely unexpected. “We
owe this sort of commitment to the children,” said a
community leader turned teacher when I asked him
about how the government was paying for all these
teachers while making both primary and secondary
schoolsfree. Signs of this progress were everywhere—en
route to Mombassa we encountered mobile schools
on camelback trailing poor nomadic herders. In
Mombassa a system called harambee facilitated a
kind of social contract where the community tries
to meet governmental initiatives while subsidizing
economic and social capital.

Increased attention to the education sector is,
however, somewhat statistical in nature with lictle
thoughtgiven to what education means to the Kenyan
student. The main concernsare outlined in government
pamphlets—the increase in literacy rate, the conse-
quential rise in secondary and tertiary enrollments.
Thelogic is seemingly intuitive—increased numbers
translate into better-educated students, and the efforts
on both ends—local and legislative—are worthy of
veneration. In fact, looking around at the growth
of school systems in both Mombassa and Nairobi,
more modern western structures became difficult to

question. It meant questioning my understanding of
western education systems in their entirety.

So, at first, I was content with the simple fact
that my expectations were unsatisfied. The progress
in Kenya is, on the surface, a glossy and promising
visage—a time to relish budding progress and all
its possibilities. It wasnt until I paid attention to the
substance of Kenyan education that the real conse-
quences of this benign developmental initiative began
to manifest themselves.

French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu described educa-
tion asan institution that “reproduces the social order
and attempts to perpetuate a set of habitus, historical
relations, beliefs, and values internalized through
perception, appreciation, and action.” I thought back
to the schools in Nairobi, the school systems that
culminate in British examinations, dedicating onlya
couple of class periods to Kenyan history and Kenyan
languages. Education had institutionalized the worst
of the colonial ambitions— it had made the Kenyan
culture a subject such as Latin or Greek.

In a way, Kenyan culture is being discontinued
in place of British culture, transforming Kenyan
high school students to a paradoxical minority
within their own borders. Forced assimilation of
Kenyan students into an external culture is akin to
Benjamin Barber’s argument that traditionalism’s
willful relinquishing to forces—in this case, previous
colonizers—is not only ultimate but the inevitable
result of a “global village.”

"The process by which the dominant culture imposes
cultural discontinuity is most visible within multicul-
tural school systems, but the disparity is hardly ever
realized, and the culture being oppressed is hardly
ever self-aware. Bourdieu’s definition of education
puts culture at the center of the conflict. Itasks us to
think about the dangers of measuring development
against one specific model, of trading thoughtlessly
between meters and feet.

Kenya was revelatory because it offered visibility
to a systemic problem. The cultural differences were
laid out—both that of the population and that of the

educators. It goes without saying that one must be

educated to understand thisworld, but that education
becomes limiting if it's merely a form of condition-
ing, if it undermines who you are and where you're
from and evaluates your culture according to some
uniform standard of worth. This is often invisible in
urban education systems, in collegiate classrooms,
and even in western culture en masse.

In the Obama era, in which questions about
cultural differences can easily be mistaken as in-
consequential because an African American over-
came overwhelming cultural disparities, Columbia
students should take the time to recognize these
forces—the conflicts in cultures and in their own
environment—through the periscope of their own
human experience. We are all submerged in some
system, in some set of habitus, in some set of social
orders. This is the inevitable price of education, but
it can be approached differently, more diligently.
We can view our education as the means, not the
end, of our understanding. Our education can shed
light on the oppressors, the dominant culture, even
if it is one that identifies our community as such.
Our education can become a way of realizing our
society in all its consequences, in all its faults, so
that we don't just casually force another culture
and another way of life. Ultimately, we can view
education as an extreme privilege and find in this
recognition relevant ways to develop other cultures
and suitable systems for their own enlightenment.

Like those in Kenya, urban education models such
as those in Harlem lack this sort of self-awareness.
They try to cater to underprivileged children without
understanding the administrators and the educators
as part of a working dominant culture. They simply
take as a given that the prevailing culture—all that
it demands as suitable behavior, suitable belief—is
necessary for modern education. Both school sys-
tems would do well with a dose of reflection, one
that establishes root cultures both as relevant and as
possible foundations for development.

The author is a senior majoring in environmental
science and regional studlies.

A Woman’s
Domain and
Range

BY CHANDNI SAXENA

During my years at Columbia, Sunita Williams
has space-walked, Meg Whitman has served as the
chief executive officer of eBay Inc., and Francoise
Barré-Sinoussi has won the Nobel Prize in Physiology
or Medicine. The fact that women have made such
greatachievements in science-and- technology-related
fields can deceive one into thinking that the gender
disparity in these fields is diminishing. Yet, while more
women are going into engineering, they still make
up only 11% of engineering professionals nation-
ally. The gap between males and females is lower on
college campuses where women make up 19.4% of
engineering undergraduates nationally. At Columbia’s
School of Engineering and Applied Science, males
still heavily outnumber the females. So why is the
proportion of female engineers still so low?

Asastudent of physics in high school, I cherished
stories of how an apple falling off a tree drew Sir
Isaac Newton to study the concept of gravity and
how Albert Einstein, despite faring poorly in school,
ended up formulating the theory of relativity. Stories
about the success of male scientists are abundant,
inspiring young men to pursue the same profession
by providing personal role models. Stories of women’s
achievements in science are not neatly as pervasive
in society, making it difficult for young girls to draw
inspiration from role models in science with whom
they could easily relate. The stories that do exist are
often infused with professional exploitation—Rosalind
Franklin, whose research Watson and Crick used
to conclude that the structure of DNA is a double-
helix, was not given any credit for her work during
her lifetime. Such stories perpetuate the belief that
women cannot receive recognition in science despite

natural talent and hard work. This unfortunately
discourages subsequent generations from pursuing
the study of science.

At Columbia, the gender gap in the SEAS fac-
ulty also makes it tougher for female students to
find mentors who can encourage them through
personal examples of having successfully overcome
challenges. However, notably successful faculty
members can inspire students through their excel-
lence and leadership in traditionally male-dominated
professions. Professor Gertrude Neumark, one such
faculty member, is the first female to hold a named
chair in SEAS and is at the forefront of research on
wide band-gap semiconductor doping.

The biggest impediment to diverse groups suc-
ceeding in engineering is the prevalence of rigid
stereotypes for the skills certain “groups” of people
have. Women are traditionally seen as having artistic,
social, communicative, and organizational strengths
but not engineering-related skills of logical analysis
and problem solving. Even at the college level, lead-
ers like former Harvard president Lawrence H.
Summers believe that innate differences between
men and women can account for the gender gap in
the scientific field. In other words, women simply
do not have the requisite skills needed to equal the
achievements of men in engineering, Some people
even take this stereotype so far as to declare that the
engineering fields with more women are “softer”
disciplines. When asked about the perception of her
major, Society of Women Engineers (SWE) president
Lauren Fong stated, “Environmental engineering
see[s] more women than men, at least at Columbia,
and in some ways ... the predominance of women
causes some to devalue the work in these equally
important areas of engineering,”

At the high school level, such stereotypes
can prevent gitls from pursuing math and
science altogether. Mean Girlsillustrates, in
a dramatic manner, the extent to which
students go to simply fit in socially at
school. Cady Heron, the protagonist
of the movie, is willing to give up her
talent and interest in math in order to
be considered popular. Social labels,

such as “geeks” and “nerds,” dissuade all groups,
especially women—who are branded particularly
negatively by such labels—from pursuing engineer-
ing in college.

Clubs at Columbia are constantly trying to encour-
age women interested in math and science to pursue
their dreams. SWE brings female professionals in
science to campus to demonstrate that women can
and do succeed in the field. The club also has a big
sib/little sib program to provide mentorship to first-
years and sophomores as well as to create a social and
professional network of engineers. Another student
club, Women’s History Month, celebrates women’s
contributions in engineering as well as in other firlds.
Such a celebration aims to inspire students through
raising awareness of the personal stories of successful
female pioneers.

Columbia University is actively recruiting more
diverse faculty to provide the mentorship and sup-
port that underrepresented students need. Since
many women are dissuaded from purusing careers
in science in the restrictive environment of high
school, providing more options to students on cam-
pus could enable them to pursue the field in college.
Given that the University forces students to choose
between engineering and liberal arts when applying to
Columbia, students enrolled in the College should be
allowed to double major, orat the very least, minor in
aSEAS engineering program. The University should
also consider making it easier for students to transfer
between schools once accepted. This would enable
those who discover an interest in math and science
later on to pursue such subjects.

At the end of the day, we should follow Marie
Curie’s advice: “We must believe that we are gifted
for something, and that this thing, at whatever cost,
must be attained.”

The author is a senior in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science major-
ing in materials engineering. She is the
»  former Society of Women Engineers
: ' president.
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Columbia, Harlem, and the Question of Expansion

lumbia
University
d Harlem
have been neighbors
since 1897 when
Columbia moved
uptown and settled
in an area that would
become Morningside
E Heights. In my first
R column, I discussed
Morningside Heights
as a kind of border
area that fits between
Harlem and the Upper West Side. Without the
presence of Columbia, it seems entirely possible
that Morningside Heights would not stand out
as a separate neighborhood but rather would
have been absorbed by Harlem. But because the
neighborhood is an area that has risen up around
the University, it acts as a kind of bridge between
Harlem and the Upper West Side.

The relationship between Columbia and
Harlem has always been fairly positive—many
of the University staff are Harlem residents, and
the school has invested a good deal of money
in the community. But more recently, there has
been cause for tension and controversy between
residents of and business owners in Harlem and
Columbia University.

I think it is important to pause here and make a
distinction between Columbia University as an in-
stitution and Columbia University as a body con-
sisting of students, faculty, and staff. When I speak
of tensions between Harlem residents and the
school, T am mainly pointing to the animosity that
has come out of the proposed Manhattanville ex-
pansion. But this is not a small issue. The area that
Columbia hopes to redevelop is currently home to
400 residents (140 residential units). However, this
is not exactly a thriving section of Harlem. Most
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people are not against the idea of urban renewal,
and I partly agree that West Harlem is very badly
in need of redevelopment.

But what of the 400 people who are in
danger of being evicted from their homes?

'The University has claimed that it will ex-
pand affordable housing in the neighborhood.
However, I have not seen proof of its plans.
certainly hope they will happen.

But even if these people are relocated, what
does it mean for Harlem to be gentrified or
“fixed up”?

"The Harlem residents that I spoke to feel they
are in a vanishing community, that the buildings
and people that have constituted this center of
African-American culture are being gentrified to
the point of nonexistence. Columbia University
has a tradition of supporting the culture of Harlem
and did so as early as the start of the twentieth
century—the school enrolled Harlem Renaissance
figures such as Langston Hughes, James Weldon
Johnson, and Zora Neale Hurston. So, the recent
hostility erupting over Columbia’s expansion is
disturbing, and even though the actual construc-
tion only affects a portion of the neighborhood,
it seems to be harming the entire relationship
between the community and the University.
After speaking to many Harlem residents, some
of whom are CU staff, I came away with the
impression that the general attitude is that Harlem
residents are being displaced to serve an institution
that is not concerned with them, that Columbia’s
relationship to Harlem is no more than a master-
slave situation that has persisted since Columbia’s
arrival in Morningside Heights.

President Bollinger seems to believe that
Columbia can “merge” with Harlem in a sensi-
tive way that does not reinforce the notion that
Columbia is set apart “up on a hill” But if we
attempt to do this by kicking 400 residents out of
their homes and shutting down scores of busi-

nesses, surely the University will not be seen as

a partner but rather as an occupying force and a
threat. Perhaps there is no easy solution. Perhaps as
the school expands, its relationship to Harlem will
fracture or splinter.

I believe that President Bollinger is correct in
his assertion that many people do view Columbia
as set off in a kind of aristocratic isolation. I also
think it is important to bear in mind that the
new Manhattanville may consist of shops and
restaurants that most typical Harlem residents
could never afford to patronize. So in effect, the
University is seeking to take land that it does
not own in order to fulfill a purpose that does
not necessarily benefit community residents.
Columbia, set off as it is, is now going to reach
into Harlem to grab more property without
considering the needs of the residents. The school
may indeed be revitalizing a decaying area, but
President Bollinger might find himself hated for
advancing this expansion.

There is also the unavoidable issue that many
people I've spoken to in Harlem directly place
blame on the students because the University
equals the students in their minds. This is neither
fair nor accurate, but it is something that the
student body should engage and think about.

The students may feel blame and face the conse-
quences. What can be done about it? Not much
because the University will continue its expan-
sion, and Harlem residents will respond or place
blame however they see fit. But we can keep this
Manbhattanville debate at the forefront, bearing in
mind that students should have more of a voice in
this process and that Columbia does in fact consist
of us and exists for us.

Nicole Winter is a student in the School of General
Studlies majoring in creative writing. Borderlands
runs alternate Tuesdays.
Opinion@columbiaspectator.com



February 24, 2009

CLASSIFIEDS

Columbia Daily Spectator

Page 5

5 EE @ e mEEN®EEEENEEEEEEE ST EEESW
B AR R R R AP R BT h R AR R ET R Ry

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Feod at Iis Best

TUESDAY NIGHT ® 15% orr weuID

(DINE-IN ONLY)

66-8051

n 8 8 8
= E N a e R E R RS EEEE S EEEEEESdEEEE

SPERM DONORS WANTED

HEALTHY MALES BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18-39

CAN EARN UP TO $150 PER WEEK
Repro Lab, Inc.

332 East 30™ Street » New York, NY 10016

(212) 779-3988

SAVE
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AND MAYBE EVEN SOME

MONEY 0N YOUR TAXES
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[ http://www.irs.gov

Make this your first stop

before you do your taxes.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

NYC APTS—Buying, selling or rent-
ing a NYC Apt? Work with a CU Alum
(CC 94, MIA 99). www.joshnathanson.
com. (212) 875-2970.

SIX CLASSICALLY BUILT condomi-
niums. 3 blocks from Central Park,
1.5 from Morningside Park. 2, 3 & 4
BRs, light and outdoor space from $699
101799. (212) 595-4549. www.west113.

EGG DONOR

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29:
Egg donors needed. Help women with
infertility create families. Be compen-
sated for doing good! To apply, e-mail
info@mydonor.net or call (212) 691-
6600. Info will be kept confidential.
www.MyDonor.net

HELP WANTED

LSAT INSTRUCTORS WANTED
Great part time job ($60/hr) with fun
company for candidates w/170+ LSAT.
Send resume, cover letter, and official
score report to info@blueprintprep.com

SQUASH PLAYER WANTED to pro-
vide 11 year old girl with playing time.
Rates TBD. (917) 582-6085.

SHIPPING COMPANY looking for Mar-
keting Manager. PT/FT. Room for ad-
vancement. Great salary. NYC office.
Flex hours. Call (646) 772-8203.

Q
o
I3

KOREAN-ENGLISH TRANSLATOR
Going to Seoul end of March. Need
someone to translate conversations.
Will need this person once or twice.
Discussions not technical. Student with
good English perfect. Please contact
me at psd.psd@verizon.net

PIANISTS: LIBERATE your technique!
Play without strain and facilitate ex-
pression. (718) 434-1218 or philolog@
netzero.com for details.

P/T PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE avail:
86 St & Amsterdam Ave. Mon 8 am-5
pm; Thurs 1-5 pm; all day Friday and
weekends. Contact Phyllis Lowinger,
LCSW (212) 666-3400. E-mail phyl-
low @aol.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

COUNSELING —DEEP Psychotherapy.
Faculty/Staff/Students for relief of in-
ner conflict, sadness, anxiety, fears,
social challenges, intimacy, and gay
& lesbian issues. W 97th St. (914)
632-7111; (914) 393-5506.
PSYCHOTHERAPIST with specialty
in Infertility and Adoption, Third Party
Reproduction. 86 St & Amsterdam
Ave. Contact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW
(212)666-3400.E-mail:phyllow@aol.
com

HEALTHY CHILD VOLUNTEERS need-
ed for CU study on emotion. Partici-
pants must be 10-17 years old. Kids
will look at photographs and answer
questions about emotions. Pay is $12
per hour. Parents can learn more by
calling (212) 854-9816 or e-mailing
SCAN.kids@gmail.com.

Racial Steering Is lllegal. If you think you've boan

c the Mational Fair Hous
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www nationalfairhousing.com » 1-866-222-FAIR

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

TYPIST EDITOR
Do you wish there were more time in
a day? | will type and/or edit any pa-
per for you at a reasonable rate. Just
call me at (917) 664-2132.

GET RID OF YOUR ACCENT...NOW!
Gain an edge for the competitive job
market. Improve communication with
colleagues for presentations, conver-
sation, and the telephone. Individual-
ized training. Close to CU. Licensed
speech and language therapist with
special training in accent reduction.
Experienced in ESL and Adult Ed.
wellsaid123@verizon.net; (212) 932-
3047.

CLEANING

Yorkshire Cleaning Services. Cleans
apartments and rooms. We provide all
supplies. Prompt, reliable—and very
inexpensive! Call (646) 241-1633.
STATISTICAL CONSULTANT available
for graduate students and research-
ers in the social sciences, education,
and other fields. Help with grant pro-
posals, article writing, and disserta-
tions. Contact Peter Flom (917) 488-
7176.

Contact Information
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Pitcher Geoff Whitaker
and outfielder Nick Cox
are profiled to kick off
2009 baseball coverage.

TOMORROW

Basketball Wins
By Going Back
to Basics

t the end of last
semester, I wrote a
olumn criticizing

the men’s basketball team
for their inability to play
fundamentally sound bas-
ketball. I pleaded with the
team and Coach Joe Jones
to work on basic skills over
winter break. Today, I'm

0 happy to stay that I stand
PUT IT ON corrected—well, at least
partially.
THE BOARD Although they were

swept by Cornell to open

the Ivy League season, the Lions have won six of
their last eight conference contests, good enough to
find themselves in a three-way tie for second place in
the league. And while the team would like to have
the Feb. 7 game against Princeton back (a 35-63
loss), Columbia will face Dartmouth and Harvard
this weekend, two teams they have already beaten.

From what I've seen in person, Columbia’s
improvement in the basic skills department has
certainly led to several victories and may very
well be the main reason for the Lions’ current
hot streak. Have a look:

Inside Presence

Thankfully, Jason Miller has figured out that it
is in fact legal to score points in the paint — yes, it
counts! Miller has stepped up in a huge way and has
even displayed some remarkable athleticism at times
in getting the ball to the rim from difficult locations
on the floor.

More importantly, the senior has developed
the coveted basketball art of “touch” — best de-
fined as the ability to gently bank layups off the
glass even from a few feet out. While the Lions’
next project, Zack Crimmins, is not quite ready
to handle serious playing time at center, Miller’s
emergence has been key to Columbia’s place in the
standings in a season in which the Lions were not
favorites in the Ivy League.

For three....KaBoom!

If there’s anyone who should thank Jason Miller,
its K.J. Matsui. Matsui, who can be a defensive
liability and a poor ball handler, was somewhat inef-
fective in Columbia’s past attempts to run an offense
from the perimeter.

When Jason Miller takes over in the paint, it
opens up the floor and allows Matsui to get quality
looks at the basket. The Lions hit eight three-pointers
in their 70-57 rout of Brown last Friday, and Matsui
hit five threes himself in Columbia’s dramatic buzz-
er-beater win over Harvard on Valentine’s Day.

Columbia has always had stellar shooters, and
recently, Patrick Foley and Noruwa Agho have been
shooting from beyond the arc, further stretching the
opposing team’s defense.

De-fence

We can’t quite say that the Columbia defense
is truly stifling opponents, but it has certainly im-
proved tremendously from the beginning of the sea-
son. The Lions are stealing a lot more passes from op-
ponents, and in the games that I've seen, Columbia
has been able to convert on most of its fast break
attempts, giving the team free points.

On certain occasions, such as Columbia’s win
over Yale on Jan. 30, the Lions have absolutely shut
down opposing offenses and taken over the game.
But even with an improved defense, Columbia is still
committing too many fouls and sometimes lets op-
ponents run their offenses far too easily.

Stepping Up

While the aforementioned improvements
have put Columbia in favorable positions to
win games, individual players in particular
have powered the Lions at different times. Jason
Miller has taken over several games, scoring
21 points against Penn on the road and put-
ting up 19 in back-to-back home wins versus
Dartmouth and Harvard.

As a freshman, Noruwa Agho has come
up huge in certain games, dropping 17 points
against Brown and 20 against Dartmouth. And
Patrick Foley, whose usual preference is to set up
his teammates, has proven that he can take con-
trol of a game when he wants to. Foley scored 21
and 17 points, respectively, last weekend, show-
casing his ability to hit shots from the perimeter
and drive quickly to the hoop.

Without a star player—as several of the other
Ivy League schools possess—the Lions have
needed to rely on a chorus of heroes to put up the
big numbers. Luckily, someone has risen to the
challenge in most of their games. In Columbia’s
one truly embarrassing loss (to Princeton on Feb.
7), Zack Crimmins led the Lions with five points,
as nobody else was able to step up.

As the basketball team attempts to end the
season with an winning overall record, it is im-
portant to note how far the team has come. After
starting the season 5-11, Columbia has roared
back to an 11-13 mark and (let’s not forget) still
has an outside chance at winning a share of the
Ivy League title.

Many improvements are still needed, but the
Lions are certainly better off due to their ability
to play simple and fundamentally sound basket-
ball when they want to.

Jacob Shapiro is a List College junior majoring in history
and Talmud. Sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Spectator brings a complete
preview of the 2009 Ivy
League baseball season while
looking back to 2008.

THURSDAY

Surging Foley Sparks Men’s Basketball

BYMAXPURO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In this season and in his freshman cam-
paign two years ago, junior guard Patrick
Foley has shown flashes of his potential to
control the game.

He has the uncanny ability to get into
the lane and hit acrobatic shots as well as
the courtvision to find an open teammate.
These are innate abilities, ones that he has
ingrained in his mind as a coach’s son.
They cannot be taught.

But the six-foot, two-inch guard has
been inconsistent throughout much of his
Columbia career. Last season, he missed
20 games due to a shoulder injury, and he
satout seven more this year with an injury
to his foot. While their captain was on the
sidelines this season, the Lions struggled
to a 2-5 record.

An inexperienced group from the outset,
the Lions looked to Foley in the season’s
first seven contests. The point guard re-
sponded—as one of the team’s most ex-
perienced players, Foley provided the skill
and leadership necessary to steer Columbia
through the beginning of the season.

Playing almost 32 minutes per contest,
Foley was living up to the expectations
that were set during his stellar play late in
his freshman year when he averaged 8.9
points and 2.5 assists in 21.4 minutes of
play. The junior was leading Columbia
in scoring (13.4 per game) and assists
(3.1) while grabbing 2.6 rebounds and
shooting 45.3 percent from the field.
However, there was still a little rusti-
ness in his game from the year away. At
times he forced the action, trying to find
a play where none existed. In those first
games he averaged 3.3 turnovers per
contest, and these give-aways hurt the
Lions down the stretch.

His injury came atan inopportune time
for the Light Blue. He had just come off
one of his best performances of the sea-
son, and Columbia had also recently lost
Asenso Ampim with a foot injury. With a
2-5 record in his absence, the Lions needed

Foley to hurry back.

Finally ready for the start of the Ivy
campaign, Foley took the court against
Cornell on Jan. 17. Neither the coaching
staff nor the players knew what to expect
from him, since his injury had severely
limited his play in practice.

Coach Joe Jones said after the Ivy opener
opener that his staff had been watching
Foley’s minutes, aiming for him to play
between 10 and 15. After a nine-point
outing in exactly 15 minutes, it looked
like the junior guard was ready to play in
short spurts.

During the first six Ivy games, the
coaches continued to monitor his minutes
as he got his wind back. Since Foley was
not practicing, it was difficult to know
how long an interval he could sustain on
the court.

In those six contests, Foley’s scoring
ability was still there, as he put up 8.5
points per game on 38.5 percent shooting.
But the rest of his game did not seem to
follow as it typically did. He was unable to
get into the lane with regularity and find
his teammates, only notching 1.5 assists
per outing.

Those six games were a struggle for Foley
personally as he continued to battle a foot
injury that still kept him out of practice.
But though he is still unable to start, Foley’s
productivity (and playing time) hasrisen in
the last four games, particularly this past
weekend at Brown and Yale.

After two solid outings in which he
put in 25 minutes, Foley played his best
basketball of the season this past weekend.
He averaged 19 points, including scor-
ing a career-high 21 against Brown on
48.1 percent shooting. He also finished
with an average of four assists while
committing only three turnovers total
on the weekend.

If last weekend was an indicator of
Foley’s return to health, it could not
come at a better time for the Lions. With
only four games remaining, Columbia is
trying to secure its best Ivy finish since
posting 10 wins in 1993. A healthy
Patrick Foley can go along way towards
achieving that goal.

BY MICAH MILLER

File Photo

LEAVING HIS MARK | Junior guard Patrick Foley has returned to form at an
opportune time, as his leadership will be crucial for success down the stretch.

Foley a New Man in Weekend Action

First 8 lvy

MPG 196
PPG 8.4

APG 1.5

This
Games Weekend
28.5

19.0
4.0

PATRICK FOLEY
PG #5

Women Dominate in Weekend Sweep

bl
Lenny Pridatko for Spectator

FLYING HIGH | Judie Lomax and the women’s
basketball team swept Brown and Yale this weekend
due to a strong effort on both sides of the court.

Spectator Staff Writer

With a weekend sweep of Ivy
foes Brown and Yale, the women’s
basketball team now has a team-
best 13 wins this season with four
games still to play. The Lions suc-
ceeded this weekend with consistent
and smart basketball. Their keys
to the game were rebounding, ag-
gressive play, defensive speed, ball
movement, controlled tempo, and
communication.

Columbia’s successes this sea-
son have come from their control
of the glass, and this weekend was
no different. The Light Blue out-
rebounded their opponents by 25
boards, achieving their margin by
fighting for every loose ball. Big
post players like sophomores Lauren
Dwyer and Judie Lomax entered
the fray as always, but co-captain
Sara Yee, a guard, also looked to
pull down rebounds and give her
team an extra possession.

The intensity of the forwards

inside was matched by the guards
outside, as the Lions frustrated the
Bulldogs and the Bears with full-
court presses and half-court traps.
This strategy severely disrupted the
opposition, forcing long passes that
often went awry.

Columbia’s half-court press lulled
their opponents into a false sense of
security. With no pressure in the
backcourt, Yale and Brown appeared
comfortable bringing the ball up, but
once they broke the half-court line,
two Lion defenders would jump in
front of the ball to cut off forward
progress. The strategy’s success de-
pended on Columbia’s quickness
in initiating the press as well as the
team’s ability to disrupt passing
lanes and deny open shots.

A fast tempo has played to
the Light Blue’s advantage all
season. This weekend, the Lions
kept the ball moving and were
able to take control of the pace.
They looked for the quick outlet
and fast break opportunity, hop-
ing for an easy score.

Against Brown, the Lions
pushed the ball to the interior
but passed up low-percentage shots
inside to find the open look on
the perimeter. Moving the ball
quickly, Columbia found co-cap-
tain Katrina Cragg outside, and
she responded with 15 points from
beyond the arc.

When they took on Yale, the
Lions looked to attack interior weak-
ness since Yale’s big post player,
Haywood Wright, was out with a
torn ACL. The guards also looked
to bring the ball up quickly and cut
foralayup. Yee and junior Danielle
Browne consistently broke through
to the paint.

Lastly, the Lions were able to
communicate well and help their
chances. They efficiently switched
on defense when a teammate asked
for help and kept the whole team
aware of changes in an opponent’s
offense.

The Lions will look to continue
their winning ways this weekend
against Harvard and Dartmouth.

Yale Upsets Cornell to Highlight Weekend Ivy Action

BY MAXPURO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Action two weekends ago had seemed
to instill some order in the Ivy League
standings. That sense is now gone, as three
teams are suddenly jockeying for second
place after a wild weekend of play.

Six days after escaping a determined
Dartmouth team, Cornell was unable
to work its magic on Friday night, fall-
ing to Yale 72-60. The Elis (11-13, 6-4
Ivy) were able to shut down the Big Red
(18-8, 8-2) in the second half, holding
Cornell to 34.5 percent from the field
and outscoring them by 14.

Yale had four players in double figures,
including Alex Zampier with 15 points.
Travis Pinnick had a solid all-around
performance, chipping in with 14 points,
six rebounds, and four assists. Cornell was
led by Ryan Wittman, who had 21 points
on the strength of five three-pointers. An
uncharacteristically poor performance by
Louis Dale hurt the Big Red’s chances. Dale
finished with only seven points on 3-of-12
shooting and had five turnovers.

In need of a victory to remain comfort-
ably in first, the Big Red crushed Brown
(7-17, 1-9) on Saturday, 85-45. Balanced
scoring in the first half allowed Cornell to
cruise to a 15-point halftime lead.

Cornell had five players with 10 or
more points, led by Jeff Foote’s 16 points
and nine rebounds in only 19 minutes of
play. Wittman finished with 15 points
and four assists.

Matt Mullery had a strong game for

the Bears in the defeat, finishing with 11
points and five rebounds.

In the past 50 years, Dartmouth had not
swept Penn and Princeton over a weekend
in league play. But with Ivy League Player
of the Week Alex Barnett and Rookie of
the Week David Rufful leading the way,
the Big Green finally picked up the historic
weekend sweep.

Dartmouth (8-16, 6-4) jumped out to
an early 11-point lead against Penn (8-15,
4-5), and the Quakers never led as the Big
Green defeated them 69-59. Penn struggled
offensively, shooting 36.5 percent and
turning the ball over 12 times.

Dartmouth was led by Barnett’s 20
points, nine rebounds, and four blocks.
The Big Green also got double-digit con-
tributions from Rufful (11 points) and
Elgin Fitzgerald, who scored 10 points
off the bench.

The Quakers were led by freshman
Zack Rosen, who had a strong all-around
game with 15 points, six rebounds, and
five assists.

Saturday’s victory against Princeton
(10-12, 5-4) was not nealy as easy. Trailing
61-60 late after a Douglas Davis free throw,
Barnett stepped up in typical fashion,
draining six free throws in the final min-
utes en route to a 66-63 nailbiter at Jadwin
Gymnasium.

Barnett finished with 22 points and
six rebounds. Rufful again put up big
numbers, finishing with 12 points and
five rebounds.

Despite shooting 59 percent overall
for the game, the Tigers were unable to

maintain the lead they had held through-
out most of the first half. Princeton was
led by Dan Mavraides, who scored 19
points, and Davis, who poured in 16
on just six shots.

Harvard (11-13, 3-7) split the weekend
series but was unable to makea push up the
Ivy standings. On Friday night, Princeton
erased a four-point Harvard halftime lead
by forcing the Crimson to 38.1 percent
shooting in the second half as the Tigers
held on for a 58-55 win.

Jeremy Lin and Drew Housman
combined for 29 points in the losing
effort. The Tigers forced 14 Crimson
giveaways and capitalized with 11 points
off turnovers. Davis highlighted the box

score for Princeton with 12 points on
5-for-7 shooting,

Following the tough loss, Harvard
rebounded against Penn, defeating the
Quakers 66-60. The Crimson quickly
took the Quakers out of thythm, forcing
Penn to 31 perecnt from the field in the
first half.

Lin and Housman again led the way
with Housman pouring in 22 points
and five assists and Lin contributing
12 and six, respectively. The Harvard
defense also showed up in the win. The
Crimson guards effectively contained
the Penn trio of Rosen, Bernardini,
and Gaines, holding them to a com-
bined 16 points.

Courtesy of Cornell Athletics

TOO MUCHTO HANDLE | Ryan Wittman led the Big Red on Friday night with 21 points
and five three-pointers, but his effort was in vain, as Cornell sill fell to Yale by 12.
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