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BY CHELSEA LO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

On the eve of the third 
schoolwide ROTC town hall, 
the Coalition Against ROTC at 
Columbia struck back Tuesday 
night.

At a panel discussion hosted 
by the newly formed coalition, 
professors and students laid out 
their arguments against ROTC’s 
return, in light of recent media 
coverage that they felt inaccu-
rately portrayed them as rude 
and unpatriotic.

The exclusively anti-ROTC 
environment was necessary, 
coalition member Feride Eralp 
said, because the town halls “do 
not provide a safe space” to dis-
cuss ROTC’s return.

“We feel that the administra-
tion is biased in favour of ROTC, 
and that we cannot discuss our 
opinions without being portrayed 
as being unpatriotic or harassing 
veterans,” Eralp, CC ’14, said.

From her seat on the stage 
of the packed Mathematics lec-
ture hall, Sumayya Kassamali, 
GSAS, who helped organize the 
event, said it was important to 
set the record straight follow-
ing a widely circulated New 
York Post article that accused 
Columbia students of heckling 
an army veteran after he spoke 
in favor of ROTC at last week’s 
town hall.

“I want to talk instead on 
what the debates on campus 
have revealed, something that 
I find profoundly sad, which is 
the lack of space for any criti-
cism of the military,” Kassamali 
said as she began her state-
ment, drawing murmurs of 
approval from the otherwise 
quiet audience.

Daniela Garcia, CC ’11 and a 
panelist, detailed how she has 
been harassed by national media 
reporters since the Post’s story.

BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Spectator Staff Writer 

It’s celebration time for 
Postcrypt Coffeehouse.

After a year and a half of 
tension with the administra-
tion, Postcrypt, the student-
run music venue that hosts 
weekly folk concerts, will re-
turn to its home in the base-
ment of St. Paul’s Chapel—
without security guards. 
Friday and Saturday night 
concerts will resume on cam-
pus in March, board members 
announced Tuesday night.

“We’ve won, we’re safe! And 
we’re ready to get back to our 
home in St. Paul’s Chapel,” 
Galen Boone, BC ’12 and man-
ager of Postcrypt, wrote in an 
email to Postcrypt members.

Following a long period 
of a stressful relations, the 
Postcrypt board has come 
to form a stable relation-
ship with Jewelnel Davis, the 
University chaplain and direc-
tor of Earl Hall , Boone said in 

an interview Tuesday.
“The chaplain’s really gra-

cious,” Boone said. “She wants 
to support us because we are 

special to the chapel.”
The chaplain’s office sanc-

tioned the group last year fol-
lowing anonymous reports 

about underage drinking at 
the venue. 

Since then, Postcrypt has 
abided by the administration’s 
ban on selling organic micro-
brew beer, coffee, and popcorn, 
which removed their main 
source of revenue. The group 
was also required to hire a se-
curity guard for concerts, at a 
cost of $1,600 a month. 

Without funds to pay for 
the security, the group, which 
began 46 years ago, needed to 
borrow emergency funds twice, 
Boone said.

The coffeehouse’s board 
held numerous meetings with 
Davis, starting in early 2010. 
But when they began speaking 
about alcohol issues, conver-
sations turned into talks about 
the group’s end. 

“Now we were fighting for 
survival,” Boone described.

Moving forward, the con-
certs will no longer require 
security guards, though the 

BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Spectator Staff Writer

At last weekend’s IvyQ con-
ference, featured workshops 
ranged from “Oscar Wilde” 
to “Trans 101”—but a modern 
role model may have gotten 
the most attention.

Columbia hosted the second 
IvyQ conference for LGBTQ 
students and their straight al-
lies at Ivy League schools, who 
heard from speakers like Aman-
da Simpson, senior technical 
adviser to the United States un-
dersecretary of commerce  and 
the first openly transgender fe-
male presidential appointee.

“Her address truly set the 
tone in terms of the high level 
of trans advocacy and aware-
ness that this year’s confer-
ence promoted,” Sean Udell, 
CC ’11, senior class president, 
and co-founder of the IvyQ 
network, said.

“She even kept the atten-
tion of hundreds of college 
students at nine in the morn-
ing—no easy feat,” said Ben 
Bernard, an IvyQ leader from 
Yale University.

About 300 students attend-
ed the conference, and orga-
nizers raised nearly $30,000 

in corporate sponsorships for 
the event, which brought to-
gether a number of campus 
leaders.

Although the 43 workshops 
spanned a variety of issues and 
interests, the event focused on 
issues of health, queer stud-
ies, and education, said J.T. 
Ramseur, CC ’13 and the con-
ference’s hospitality director.

“Our mission is to empow-
er campus LGBTQA leaders,” 
Udell said.

The workshops were also 
a starting point for conversa-
tions about campus life and 
student activism, said Avi 
Edelman, CC ’11 and president 
of Everyone Allied Against 
Homophobia, who led four 
workshops.

“It led to productive con-
versations,” Edelman said of 
the workshops. He added that 
ROTC, a hot topic on Colum-
bia’s campus, played a role in 
many discussions.

Some LGBTQ groups have 
been involved in the debates 
about ROTC’s potential recog-
nition on campus, and mem-
bers have spoken out at the 
town halls sponsored by the 
University’s task force on mil-
itary engagement.

“It was an interesting 
chance to talk about these is-
sues with students from other 
Ivies who are engaging in simi-
lar discussions,” Edelman said.

One of the main goals of 
the conference was to build 
an LGBTQ network, Karen 
Woodin, CC’11, the chair for 
IvyQ, said.

Organizers also hoped to 
allow participants to explore 
the history of the gay rights 
movement, and other speak-
ers included George Chaunc-
ey, professor at Yale and well-
known author on LGBTQ 
issues.

“Hopefully, it will lead 
to some good connections,” 

Edelman said.
The first IvyQ conference 

was held last year at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. Wood-
in said they wanted the sec-
ond conference to be similar 
to Penn’s, while improving the 
conference experience through 
improved communication with 
other LGBTQ groups and more 
opportunities to network. 

Organizers said they also 
tried to add more workshops 
on intersections of identities, 
like gender with ethnic or re-
ligious affiliations.

“We want to represent as 
many identities as possible,” 
Woodin said.

After the event, students 
like Matt Martinez, CC ’13, 
said that the second annual 
event was a significant mo-
ment for their organizing 
efforts. 

“It paid off in the satisfac-
tion I felt knowing that IvyQ 
2011 was a step forward for 
the LGBTQIA community, 
and that yes, though the con-
ference has a lot of kinks to be 
worked out and many changes 
to be made, every step forward 
counts,” he said.

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com

Anti-ROTC coalition 
holds own discussion
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DADT DEBATE  |  Matt Swagler, GSAS, speaks out at a panel discussion organized by the Coalition Against ROTC on Tuesday night. SEE ROTC, page 2

SEE POSTCRYPT, page 2

BY CONSTANCE BOOZER
Spectator Staff Writer

Harlem has 16 options for the 
former Citarella development 
on 125th and 126th streets—but 
choosing between them is, so far, 
a complicated process.

New York City’s Economic 
Development Corporation met 
with Harlem’s Community Board 
9 on Tuesday night to hear locals’ 
preferred ideas for the site, which 
varied from affordable housing to 
manufacturing and artistic space.

The project will occupy the 
former Taystee Bakery site, 
which includes five vacant 
buildings and one that con-
tained Citarella, offices, and 
storage. The grocery store was 
evicted in June 2009 after its 
developer failed to keep its 
promises to fill office and re-
tail space in the surrounding 
buildings, and control of the 
property’s future was passed to 
the EDC, which accepted the 16 
proposals in late January. 

“We were very pleased with 
what we received,” said Carolee 
Fink, vice president of govern-
ment and community relations 
at EDC and project manager of 
the Taystee Development site. 

“People are very interested in 
this part of the city and the mar-
ket is coming back. It also showed 
us the different types of uses that 
would be useful to this commu-
nity,” she said.

According to Fink, only five 
of the proposals were fully non-
residential, which became a point 
of contention for local residents 
who said housing wouldn’t do 
enough to create jobs in the area.

“While we remain committed 
to affordable housing and hous-
ing in general, this is a once in 
a lifetime opportunity to create 
a unique development project,” 
said Larry English, chair of CB9. 

“When you come to West 
Harlem, there is no commercial 
activity. While I believe it is im-
portant to always look at the op-
portunity to provide affordable 
housing, there are only a few 
aspects where we focus on com-
mercial activity and this is one of 
those areas,” he said.

Javier Carcamo, assistant 
chair of the CB9 Land Use and 
Zoning committee, agreed that 
the focus should be on projects 
with offices and manufactur-
ing uses.

“We need the mixing of these 

uses as a way to maintain foot 
traffic a long portion of the day. 
A lot of retail fails because it is a 
predominately residential com-
munity,” he said.

CB9 members also stressed 
that their main goal was to trans-
form the relatively dead area 
near Amsterdam Avenue into 
a more active neighborhood 
around the clock.

“When you have a commu-
nity who has artists, they don’t 
work for 9-5 p.m. and that 
creates a new atmosphere,” 
said Christa Giesecke, chair 
of the Land Use and Zoning 
Committee. “Don’t forget that 
we lost a lot due to Columbia’s 
development. We need to make 
sure that we get space back, 
maybe housing for artists, stu-
dios, cafés, and restaurants.”

“Most people are gone dur-
ing the day. Retail won’t survive 
without manufacturing and of-
fices to help fuel business during 
the day,” Carcamo said.

English emphasized his desire 
for the project to have an artistic 
aspect as well.

“Culture is the oil of Harlem. 
Any project on that site has to 
have that component because 
that is what West Harlem and 
Harlem is about,” said English.

Toward the close of the meet-
ing, both CB9 members and EDC 
representative stressed that they 
want to do this process proper-
ly—no matter the land’s eventual 
use—so they do not have to do 
this again in five years.

“At the end of the day, we are 
going to have answer to a future 
generation on that property. CB9 
is assuming that responsibil-
ity. This is a valuable asset that 
ought to maximize the commu-
nity,” English said.

constance.boozer
@columbiaspectator.com

Amanda Gutterman thinks Justice 
Clarence Thomas needs to say 
something.

Coloring crime

New coach Liz Kittleman will try to 
turn the Columbia lacrosse program 
around this season. The Lions have 
only won two games in their history, 
but Kittleman is bringing a new look.

Lacrosse starts season 
with fresh new attitude

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

41°/ 23°

Tomorrow

45°/ 37°

IvyQ conference brings together modern activism, history

Postcrypt will return to Chapel, without security guardsHarlem residents want art, 
retail in former Citarella

Students in the Columbia Jazz Program perform standards and their own 
compositions.

Miller Theatre, 8-9 p.m.

A how-to networking session, followed by a meet-and-greet with 
professionals.

Roone Arledge Auditorium, 7-9 p.m.

CU jazz ensembles’ winter concert

SEAS Speed Networking

Profs, students argue their 
recent media portrayal unfair

Yasmeen Ar-Rayani takes issue with 
CU Republicans’ advertising.

Sit down and speak up

FILE PHOTO

POUR MORE  |  Postcrypt Coffeehouse had to stop selling beer in 
early 2010 after allegations of underage drinking during concerts. 

“Our mission is to 
empower campus 
leaders.”

—Sean Udell, 
CC ’11, senior class 

president, co-founder of 
IvyQ network

“Culture is the oil 
of Harlem. Any 
project on that site 
has to have that 
component.”

—Larry English, 
CB9 chair



“We had a snowball thrown 
at us,” she said, noting that peo-
ple asking her why she doesn’t 
support the military are asking 
the wrong questions.

“There’s a difference be-
tween military and militarism,” 
she said.  “I don’t think any of 
the people I’m working with 
are advocating getting rid of the 
military at this time.”

Panelists also expressed con-
cerns with the way the campus 
discussion has unfolded, claim-
ing that the University Senate 
is trying to hurry the process, 
and that members have not 
been transparent about their 
decision-making.

Rosalind Morris, professor 
of anthropology and a panelist, 
said that students could bene-
fit from more specifics on the 
ROTC program, and that having 
a military program on campus 
would signify a “symbolic trans-
formation of the university.”

“Research and education—
that is what a university is for,” 
Morris said. “The logic of the 
military should be pursued by 
the military, but not on campus.  
I am happy to have veterans in 
class.  I am happy to have mem-
bers of the military in the class 
when they are there as students, 
that is, not as soldiers.”  

Fellow panelist Elizabeth 
Blackmar, a professor of history, 

agreed, saying that the anti-
ROTC position is based on an 
aversion to institutionalizing 
the military at an independent 
university.

“I think there’s been this re-
ally big push to separate the is-
sue of war and ROTC, which I 
don’t personally understand be-
cause the ROTC is a recruiting 
arm of the military,” Garcia said, 
disagreeing with a Spectator ed-
itorial that portrayed the return 
of ROTC as separate from ideo-
logical objections to war and the 
military.  

“They show it as a neutral 
educational program, when 
obviously the main educational 
program of ROTC is to train sol-
diers to wage war,” she said.

Kassamali noted that 
Columbia already has ties to the 
military, such as labs for defense 
research and West Point lectur-
ers with visiting professorships.

“I am fully aware of their 
entrenchment at Columbia,” 
she said, calling the debate a 
way to open up the issue of 
Columbia’s overall association 
to the military.

Blackmar also said that she 
took particular offense at sug-
gestions in the Spectator edi-
torial that inviting ROTC back 
will increase the economic di-
versity on campus and give stu-
dents an opportunity to foster 
tolerance in the military.

“The military does not exist 

to foster tolerance to people of 
different lifestyles, it serves to 
defend the nation,” Blackmar 
said, adding that increasing 
economic diversity in the stu-
dent body is the role of the 
administration and the idea 
that Columbia students could 
increase tolerance within the 
military is “condescending.”  

Advocates for ROTC’s return 
also attended the discussion, in-
cluding Learned Foote, CC ’11 
and Columbia College Student 
Council president, who said he 
enjoyed hearing the arguments.

“I think what’s essential to 
note is that students who par-
ticipate in ROTC are not barred 
in their participation from the 
Columbia educational experi-
ence, so I don’t think that there 
is a conflict between the ROTC 
education and the Columbia 
education,” Foote said.

The panel “highlights how 
little both sides know about 
each other and how much 
more dialogue is needed about 
what it means to have an ROTC 
program outside of the Senate 
hearings,” said University sen-
ator and veteran Jose Robledo, 
GS, in an email. 

The third and final University 
Senate hearing will take place 
tonight.

Finn Vigeland contributed 
reporting. 

chelsea.lo
@columbiaspectator.com

CORRECTION
A photo caption for a story (“Latino politicians gaining ground in Upper Manhattan”) that ap-

peared in the Feb. 22 edition of Spectator misidentified Edwin Marciel as Elbert Garcia. Spectator 
regrets the error.
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group will still not be allowed 
to sell beer. 

The resolution is a success 
for the group, whose members 
had been anxious to resolve 
the situation before many in 
the managing board graduated. 

Boone credited support 
from faculty with helping 
Postcrypt managers bring 
about the changes.

“From the University ad-
ministrators and employ-
ees who worked with us and 
vouched for us, and the stu-
dents who heard about our 
plight and joined us, to the 
musicians and bands who keep 
coming back to play, and our 
Postcrypt regulars, who’ve 
been coming for years and de-
cades and didn’t give up on 
us—thank you so much,” Boone 
wrote in the email.

The coffeehouse has been 
under a month-long suspension 
from the chaplain’s office due to 
overbooking one weekend last 
year, and has been playing at a 
downtown venue. 

While Boone said the down-
town venue had been great af-
ter the long-standing tensions 
at the chapel, she said they look 
forward to returning to their 
old home. 

“We’re proud to be in the 
chapel as one of the student 
groups,” Boone said. “It will be 
a return to the old Postcrypt.”

karla.jimenez
@columbiaspectator.com

No guards, beer for Postcrypt’s return in March

Profs, students speak out at anti-ROTC hearing

FILE PHOTO

OPEN LATE  |  Postcrypt Coffeehouse will be allowed to play in 
St. Paul’s Chapel again starting in March, but it still can’t sell beer.
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PANEL PROFS  |  Dr. Rosalind Morris, with Sumayya Kassamali and Elizabeth Blackmar, were mem-
bers of the panel that spoke before about 100 people on Tuesday night against ROTC’s return. 

ROTC from front page

POSTCRYPT 
from front page
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However, once that consistency is 
reached, a quick pass out of the post 
will lead to open threes and more W’s.

3.  Size matters.  Fellow colum-
nist Kunal Gupta mentioned this in a 
Spectrum blog post this past week-
end, and it deserves to be repeated.  
The Lions, in general, are too small 
down low.  Obviously, this is a long 
term issue that needs to be addressed 
by the coaches during the recruiting 
process.  However, the players share 
some of the blame, because while 
you can’t change your height you can 
definitely change your weight.  A few 
post players would benefit greatly 
from an additional 10 to 15 pounds of 
muscle.  There’s a reason short power 
forwards like DeJuan Blair, listed at 
6-foot-7, have success against taller 
opponents in the NBA.  It’s because 
he has the muscle and weight—265 
pounds—to hold his ground.  I’m not 
saying Columbia’s big men are capable 
of getting that big, but a few pounds 
would help enormously.

There’s more to post play than 
what is listed in these three points, and 
therefore the points brought up in this 
column aren’t an overnight cure.  But 
if Columbia wants to compete on the 
same level as Princeton and Harvard, it 
will have to do everything mentioned 
here and probably a fair bit more.  

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College senior 
majoring in economics-mathematics.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

were 3-1, with a loss at Harvard as the 
lone blemish.

Then, the following weekend, 
things began to unravel, starting 
with Brown’s Sean McGonagill sin-
gle-handedly carrying the Bears to a 
come-from-behind victory. 

Smith deemed the performance 
an anomaly, but Yale’s Greg Mangano 
scored 19 points in a half the next 
night and Princeton’s Ian Hummer 
notched 25 points and 12 rebounds a 
week later.

Including that Brown loss, the 
Lions are 2-4 over their past six 
games. They still sit at 5-5 overall—
good for a fourth-place tie—and a top-
half league finish is well-within reach.

Still, there was a time this season 
when that would have seemed like a 
worst-case scenario. Back when the 
Lions held a substantial lead at Brown, 
a 4-1 record seemed close at hand, 
meaning the Lions would need just 
four wins in nine tries to lock down a 
winning Ivy record. Six of those nine 
would be at home.

Now it will take three wins in four 
games, two of which come at Penn and 
Princeton, and three of which come 
against teams that beat Columbia the 
first time around.

Moreover, a closer look at the 
Lions’ 5-5 mark reveals that four of 
their five wins came against Cornell 
and Dartmouth, teams with a com-
bined four league wins.

“We’re limping in a little bit,” Smith 
said yesterday.

There remains plenty to take away 
from this season—the emergence of 
Brian Barbour, the recent assertive-
ness of Asenso Ampim and the poten-
tial of Mark Cisco. 

Yet once again Columbia finds it-
self unable register the breakthrough 
that eluded Smith’s predecessor, Joe 
Jones. 

It is early in a new era and coach 
Kyle Smith has yet to place his full im-
print on the program, but it is not yet 
clear what that imprint will be. 

In terms of playing style, Smith’s 
attack thrives on offensive rebound-
ing, taking care of the ball and knock-
ing down outside shots. Indeed, Smith 
points to two major developments that 

signal what he has tried to accomplish—
better rebounding and fewer turnovers.

Still, what about the high-scoring 
offense that characterizes St. Mary’s, 
the program Smith comes from? 
Though the Lions’ rebounding num-
bers are up and turnovers are down, 
the Lions’ shooting is the worst in the 
Ivy League. The result is an offense 
that has looked stagnant for much of 
Ivy play, especially against the bet-
ter teams.

As with McGonagill, Smith sees 
less of a trend and more just a few 
bad games.

“This weekend, it was like putting 
for a golfer,” he said. “When they are 
making putts, they make everything. 
There is a little bit of a mojo, a con-
fidence. When that gets shaken you 
start missing, like with short putts.” 

Still, the Lions’ offensive struggles 
are not isolated to this past weekend.

In two games against Harvard, the 
Lions shot 36 percent and averaged 
54 points. Princeton held them to 46 
points at home, and even Dartmouth 
held them under 35 percent from the 
field in Levien.

Few doubt that if the Lions are go-
ing to ascend to the next level and 
make that breakthrough, they will 
need to be able to play with the best 
in the league. Winning is the end goal, 
but being competitive is the start. 
The Lions have yet to do that against 
Harvard or Princeton.

And so one returns to Saturday’s 
press conference.

The Lions’ size seemed to give 
them an advantage against Keith 
Wright, and indeed they slowed him 
in the first half. How then did he end 
up with 16 points and 12 rebounds? 

Six second of silence, and then, 
“He’s a good player.”

However, when asked about the 
team’s past struggles, Kittleman dis-
regarded them.

“It’s not as much changing what 
was done in the past, but giving ev-
erything a brand new look,” she said. 
“I have not focused at all on what they 
used to do, but really just made my 
focus on what I can do.”

Her disregard for the past has 
certainly been noticed this year. 
Kittleman’s rigorous practice sched-
ule has taken its toll on the team. 
According to the coach, they prac-
tice three hours per week Monday 
through Friday along with individual 
lifting regimens. The schedule is not 
unusual for most Columbia athletics 
programs, but the rigor of the train-
ing has caused distress among team 
members.

“Nobody here came onto this team 
knowing the time commitment that I 
would expect from them,” Kittleman 
said. “They just weren’t planning on 
putting this much time into lacrosse.”

An anonymous source from the 
team confirmed that the practices 
were more intense and physically de-
manding than the team was expecting 
coming into the season.

Even before a single game has been 
played, three freshmen—Michelle 
Worthington, Molly O’Brien, and 
Hilary Szot—have already quit the 
team because of issues with training 
and the intensity of practices.

All three could not be reached for 
comment.

“We certainly all parted on good 
terms. They decided that this program 
was not something they had planned 
on in terms of time commitment,” 
Kittleman said. “Nobody had planned 

on this. Their decisions were very fair. 
We now have the 22 players that are 
committed to being here and winning.”

Those 22 players will certainly 
have their hands full this season, 
which unofficially begins tonight 
with a scrimmage against the NYAC/
Wales National Team at Baker Field. 
The team plays its first official game 
this Saturday at Monmouth, and Ivy 
play begins next weekend when the 
Lions travel to Brown.

Despite the struggles on the field 
and within the team, Kittleman be-
lieves the team is on its way to turning 
things around.

“One of our main goals is to take 
some strides within this conference, 
specifically within the Ivy League. In 
order to do that, we’re focusing on one 
game at a time,” she said. “You can’t 
start taking huge strides until you’ve 
taken the little steps, and our first goal 
is really to break into this conference. 
We know that will come.”

One thing appears promising. 
Columbia’s final Ivy game on April 
23 is at its favorite site—Harvard’s 
Jordan Field. The Lions certainly 
hope the band of 587 witnesses will 
have grown by then. 

Better play 
from post would 
alleviate pressure 
on Lions’ guards

“I think there was a 
little bit of shell shock.”

—Kyle Smith, 
men’s basketball coach
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REJECTED |  Sophomore guard Brian Barbour and the rest of the Lions’ offense were held in check by Harvard’s 
defense on Saturday at Levien Gymnasium, part of a continuing trend of shooting struggles for the Light Blue.

Kittleman’s experience at Penn included national championship appearance

Shooting troubles play significant 
role in Light Blue’ s recent downfall

“Nobody here came 
onto this team knowing 
the time commitment I 
would expect for them.”

—Liz Kittleman,
lacrosse coach

FILE PHOTO

SHORT MEMORY  |  The Lions will look to erase memories of their 2-85 record 
in Ivy League play this season as a new era under coach Liz Kittleman begins. 

LACROSSE from back page

LOPEZ from back page

BASKETBALL from back page



It’s no secret that there are media outlets that tend to 
mischaracterize and overblow events for the sake of a story. 
The New York Post, Fox News, and the Huffington Post, 
in their recent reporting and editorializing, have done just 
this, painting Columbia as a disrespectful, anti-military 
institution based on a brief outburst in last week’s town 
hall meeting on ROTC.

The news outlets who have covered the heckling of GS 
student and veteran Anthony Maschek have taken this un-
fortunate attack entirely out of context. The ROTC debate at 
Columbia has been, on the whole, civil and nuanced—a rare 
and noteworthy occurrence in an age of abusive Internet 
comments. Professors and students alike have provided 
thoughtful, engaging arguments for and against the return 
of ROTC through panels, articles, and University Senate 
forums. It’s inaccurate to see the name-calling against 
Maschek as representative of the entire debate on ROTC.

Furthermore, Columbia has the largest veteran enrollment 
of all the Ivy League schools, so the claim that Columbia as an 
institution is hostile to the military is untrue. We do not con-
done the students who spoke out against the student veteran, 
and the views that were expressed do not represent the entire 
student body, or anyone else’s but their own, for that matter.

It is also unreasonable to hold Columbia students to 
a behavioral standard that is not expected from the rest 
of society. Yes, education is meant to teach us some-
thing about how to live and act with civility, but we do 
not claim to fit that mold perfectly by any means. In any 
case, these outlets have not afforded a level playing field 
for this debate.

The role of the media is not to misconstrue, but to por-
tray news accurately and fairly. It is an easy thing to peg 
Columbia as an outspokenly anti-military institution; it’s 
another to look at the heckling in its context, as the brief 
expression of a few students’ views—views which were 
quickly silenced by the moderator.

However, this portrayal of Columbia has not detracted 
from the active dialogue on ROTC, which has knit us closer 
as a student body despite the many perspectives regarding 
the debate. It has made us examine the way others see us, 
and has made us once again value the diversity of opinions 
we have here.

As the last town hall meeting on ROTC is today, we ask 
all of you who have weighed in on the debate to continue 
speaking with civility and respect, and we hope that this 
time, it will happen without exception.

At the beginning of this month, 
the CU Republicans plas-

tered campus with a flyer publi-
cizing a discussion on the Second 
Amendment, or the right to bear 
arms. The top of the flyer read 
“Security Alert—Robbery.” Below 
this heading was a picture show-
ing three men, apparently of color, 
wearing baggy clothes. The image 
was pulled from a security alert is-
sued by Columbia’s Office of Public 
Safety after an assault and robbery 
on October 27th, 2010. Below the 
image on the Republicans’ flyer was 
text that read: “They have guns, why 
don’t you?” According to the Office of Public Safety 
alert, no firearm was involved in the crime to which 
the flyer alludes. This then raises the question: What 
is it about these three individuals that made them look 
like apt gun-holders to the CU Republicans?

The fact that all three men appeared to be men of 
color, perhaps local residents, may have something 
to do with it. Some have claimed that this is merely 
a “natural association,” particularly given the recent 
string of robberies in Columbia’s vicinity. Yet, as most 
are aware, our “neighbors” are not the only source 
of criminality in our area. The Columbia community 
itself is no stranger to criminal behavior—in addition 
to Operation Ivy League, which saw the arrest of five 
Columbia students, two faculty members were in-
dicted on criminal charges last semester. Moreover, 
according to the last report issued by the Office for 
Public Safety, Columbia students, too, commit violent 
crimes: In 2009, for instance, Columbia recorded eight 
forcible sex offenses in its residence halls. So why not 
post the picture of a Caucasian frat boy with the tag-
line, “He has a gun, why don’t you?”

First, it is likely that, from the designer’s perspec-
tive, the man of color from the criminalized space 
“beyond the gates” embodies danger while a familiar 
white peer does not. Second, it is altogether possible 
that this flyer was not an inadvertent manifestation of 
the designer’s prejudices, but rather a conscious play 
on widely held discriminatory attitudes within the 
student body. From the club’s perspective, this play on 
prejudice is beneficial in two ways. First, it resonates 
with those who already subscribe to this concept that 
men of color wearing baggy clothes are likely to be 
armed. Second, because this play on prejudice per-
petuates the discriminatory conceptions that it appeals 
to, it outrages students of color on campus, generating 
publicity for the group. In other words, the flyer is de-
signed to provoke the type of article I’m writing.

Such reasoning is typical of the CU Republicans. 
Indeed, it appears that this was the rationale behind 
their 2009 event with Geert Wilders, a far-right Dutch 
politician who has advocated for the banning of the 
Qur’an in the Netherlands. Recently, when I com-
plained about this event in Columbia’s advising office, 
an administrator responded that the Republicans did 
not invite Wilders because they endorsed his platform, 
but because they wished to stir up discussion and con-
troversy. Rather than take comfort in this, however, I 
emerged from the exchange all the more perturbed.

It would be one thing if Republicans invited a bigot 
to this campus because they felt that the speaker re-
flected their principles. There is, at least, some integ-
rity to that position. Rather than take an honest stance, 
however, Republican students consciously attempted 
to offend a sector of Columbia’s population. They de-
liberately manipulated and hijacked (no pun intended) 
the persecution of Muslims and the emotional re-
sponse it invokes for the sake of notoriety.

This flyer has evoked a similarly emotional re-
sponse from communities of color within Columbia, 
outrage that I suspect would not be assuaged even if 
the flyer merely represented, not “sincere racism,” 
but a “grab for attention.” Carlos Blanco, a member of 
Proud Colors and Lucha, said of the flyer: “This teach-
es people to be afraid of me.” Indeed, the flyer not only 
criminalizes men of color like Carlos, but it also effec-
tively excludes him from the CU Republicans’ discus-
sion on the Second Amendment. The flyer works by 
playing on a sense of otherness—it immediately sets up 
a “they” and “you” dichotomy, and if you immediately 
identify with the “they,” as did Carlos, then you are by 
default not in the CU Republicans target audience.

Despite my conjecture that the flyer was intended 
by CU Republicans to offend and produce the kind 
of article I’m writing, I have no qualms about play-
ing into their hands, because it’s a losing strategy. It 
only speaks to the disregard this group has for the 
comfort of students of color, particularly those who 
might come from neighborhoods that are criminalized 
the way Harlem is. It jives perfectly with the political 
agenda of a party that has, for instance, spearheaded 
the development of the prison-industrial complex and 
relied on the criminalization of men of color in that 
endeavor. If the flyer itself does not reflect the beliefs 
of whoever designed it, then, it certainly provides a 
mirror image of the party that it represents. 

Yasmeen Ar-Rayani is a junior in Columbia College majoring 
in Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies. She has 

organized with Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine, 
and Turath, The Arab Students Organization at Columbia. 

Color in Colonial College ordinarily runs alternate Mondays.
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Last week commemorated the an-
niversary of five years of silence 

from Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Clarence Thomas. Clearly, the Justice 
believes he is exempt from any sort of 
marks for participation, though sur-
prising new evidence may be able to 
explain his passive behavior in court.

Even in classes where “participa-
tion” counts for a whopping 30 or so 
percent of the grade, I am forced to 
marvel at the constituent of the stu-
dent body who chooses to remain si-
lent at the back—or even the front—of 
the classroom for an entire semester. 
I have heard the theory that participation grades exist to 
give professors “wiggle room” to inflate or diminish grades 
according to personal preference. However, professors have 
extolled the importance of actively engaging in classes as a 
vital component of education—in order to truly grasp the 
material in question, we have to activate our verbal centers.

Last semester, my CC professor started the year with 
a self-deprecating story about how he was so shy in col-
lege that he never spoke in classes. Now, decades and a 
tenured position later, he regrets missing the opportunity 
to participate in class. Indeed, in that section, some more 
timid students who might not otherwise have spoken 
tenuously raised their hands to add their two cents. And 
yet, many still did not. The culprits, overwhelmingly, sat 
at the back of the classroom, an engorged row of boys clad 
in light blue Columbia Lions apparel with baseball caps 
pushed down low over their faces. Sometimes I glanced 
to that corner of the classroom, more fascinated than 
anything else by their Gandhi-like determination never to 
emit a single syllable. Granted, it was nine in the morning, 
but when the most fundamental questions of our lives as 
human beings are at stake, not to mention a quarter of the 
class grade, how can you just say nothing?

Justice Thomas can. Every year, the Supreme Court 
hears roughly 100 cases, which, after the writ of certiorari 
and the other official business goes through, are debated 
at length on the floor of the Court in Washington, D.C., 
which is open to the public. Court reporters for the New 
York Times have observed Thomas “leaning back in his 
chair, staring at the ceiling, ... whispering to Associate 
Justice Stephen G. Breyer, consulting papers and looking 
a little irritated and a little bored.” Essentially, he might as 
well have a baseball cap pushed down over his face.

Though I tremble to admit it, a lot more is directly at stake 
in the U.S. Supreme Court than in CC. For instance, Thomas 
provided a key vote in the recent Citizens United decision. 
Now, as a result, political campaigns legally can conceal the 
sources of their funding. In the months following the deci-
sion, campaign donations from American Crossroads and its 
affiliate Crossroads GPS (run by Karl Rove) have taken off 
as if by magic. The billionaire Koch brothers, who were the 
subjects of the scandal that Jane Mayer of “The New Yorker” 
broke over the summer, have begun their own powerful 
funds to support a radically right-wing political agenda—
from behind closed doors. Mayer had exposed these reclu-
sive patrons of the New York art scene as the secret sponsors 
of the Tea Party, and I wrote in Spectator about their plot to 
manipulate environmental research at important universities 
at the service of frightening corporate interests.

An entire body of legal scholarship has been devoted to 
explaining Thomas’ prolonged silence, including Supreme 
Court expert Jeffrey Toobin’s article “Unforgiven: Why is 
Clarence Thomas So Angry?” Perhaps Thomas, as Toobin 
suggested in 2007, is angry with the “liberal establishment” 
for furnishing him with the benefits of affirmative action—
or else, like my college-aged CC professor, shy. My explana-
tion is that he has been paid off. Though the man main-
tained his silence for five years in one of the highest offices 
in the land, it turns out that he gave a speech at an event 
in Palm Springs sponsored by none other than the Koch 
brothers. He was generously reimbursed “an undisclosed 
amount for four days of ‘transportation, meals, and accom-
modations.” Disturbingly, Thomas’ speech, his silence, and 
possibly his vote seem to be available for purchase by radi-
cal right-wing elites. Justices participate, addressing ques-
tions to lawyers and defendants, for almost the same reason 
we participate in classes: to engage and learn more about 
the material. There is every reason for us to “participate”—
and to expect the same from Thomas. After all, his job is to 
uphold the very standards of justice that we study in CC.

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia College sophomore 
majoring in English with a French concentration. The 
Far Side of the Familiar runs alternate Wednesdays. 

Koch got your tongue?

The Far 
Side of the 
Familiar

AMANDA
GUTTERMAN

To the editors,
I take issue with Stephen Wu’s opinion piece on the 

study of human rights. While I am personally skeptical 
about rights, I feel that Wu was shooting from the hip here.

From a superficial conversation with a student and a 
photo on a brochure he jumps to the conclusion that in all 
the courses under the umbrella of the new department the 
notion of human rights is “politicized and broadened beyond 
recognition.” His article seems to imply that the professors 
of those courses are conspiring to manipulate the students 
into radical leftist activists. Has he taken or even audited any 
of those courses? Has he met any of the instructors? How 
does he know that there is no critical thinking going on?

His language betrays a personal disdain for the issue of 
human rights, as well as profound ignorance of the topic. 
For example, he equates an article in the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights listing “leisure and holidays” with 
“subsidized trips to Disneyland.” What’s at issue here 
are sweat shop conditions, where people work 12-hour 
days, seven days a week. In the same breath, he mentions 
“clean water,” something one billion people in the world 
do not have access to, causing thousands of deaths a year. 
If some people think this situation should be remedied, it 
does not mean they would rally for free swimming pools 
for all. Nobody thinks that granting people “suddenly” a 
“panoply of rights” would turn the world “to sunshine 
and roses.” Instead, serious people are discussing how 
we could improve conditions, so that people will be able 
to lead their lives with a minimum of dignity.

I am no rights activist, but if faced with a choice, I 
would rather try to help those who live without clean 
water to drink, food to feed their babies, sanitation, de-
cent shelter, etc., than defend an “old boy’s club” from 
accusations of bigotry (which Wu apparently imagines 
must be made on a daily basis in any social justice course).

Sincerely,
Tobias Fuchs, GS ’12  
Feb. 23, 2011

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.
DO YOU WANT TO BE part of the 3% 
of the population who achieve their 
goals? It’s great to have resolutions, 
but attainable goals need direction, 
support and encouragement. Visit www. 
gogetternyc.com or call for appoint-
ment (646) 238-5009.
CUSTOM BOOKSHELVES and cabi-
nets designed and built. Design, con-
struction and installation of book-
shelves, cabinets and wall units.  Make 
the most of your space and reduce 
your clutter w/elegant custom-made 
storage furniture that is less expen-
sive than cheesy Ikea solutions. From 
one shelf to an entire wall unit. Call J 
Fernando (646) 316-4442. Referenc-
es available upon request.
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING by ex-
perienced Painter call Jay at (212) 
529-5293. Experienced painter avail-
able to work on small or large paint 
jobs.  I can paint your whole apart-
ment, 1 room or even just one wall.  
Fix up your, bedroom, living room, 
kitchen or bath with a fresh paint job 
and enjoy your place even more. 
Reasonable prices. Estimates and ref-
erences available upon request (or 
can work by the hour).

 
JAPANESE TUTOR SOUGHT

I resided for two years in Tokyo 35 
years ago. I am seeking a Japanese 
tutor to brush up on conversational 
and travel Japanese. (212) 663-6768.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

ROOM FOR RENT
Large BR w/private bath in spacious 
Washington Heights apt located next 
to Ft Tryon Park is available for short 
or long term. Just steps away from 
public transp. Lovely, well-maintained 
art deco bldg has good security and 
friendly neighbors. (212) 923-2246.

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting a Manhat-
tan apt? Work with a top-rated bro-
ker and CU alum (CC ’94, SIPA’99). 
Contact Josh for all of your Real Es-
tate needs. www.joshnathanson.com; 
(212) 875-2970.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

DISSERTATION EDITING
Professional academic editing by ac-
ademic experts in your field. http://
www.englishwritinghelp.com Free price 
quote. englishwritinghelp@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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SPORTS

BY LUCAS SHAW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

As junior captain Noruwa Agho 
joined seniors Zack Crimmins and 
Max Craig at the table for the post-
game press conference, 
the trio of upperclass-
men was notably silent. 
They offered little ex-
planation for a devas-
tating 61-42 loss at the 
hands of the Harvard 
Crimson.

The first question asked was what 
went wrong in round two when the 
Lions had been so confident they 
could win after losing in Boston.

Five seconds of silence transpired 
until Crimmins murmured, “We just 
played a little stagnantly on offense 
and they’re a good defensive team. We 
just didn’t really get it going against 
them offensively, I think.”

Forty-two points on 34 percent 
shooting would suggest as much.

A few minutes later, a question was 
asked about Harvard’s commanding 
36-18 advantage on the glass.

Shrugs. Head-shaking. More 
silence.

Then: “Harvard has good big guys. 
They have a good front court and re-
bound really well.”

Does that mean that the Lions do 
not?

The one question that drew an 
immediate response was where the 
Lions stood in the league, as Craig 
talked about finishing strong, ending 
9-5, and hoping for a miracle at the top 
of the standings.

While optimism is what one would 
hope to see, when coach Kyle Smith 
took over the microphone, he said the 
Lions are far from being an elite team.

“I think your question to them—
where do we stand in the league—we’ve 

got work to do to catch those guys,” 
Smith said of Harvard and Princeton. 

What about the ugly loss? 
“I think there was a little bit of 

shell shock.”
Such a statement would have sur-

prised no one at the beginning of 
the season when the media picked 
Columbia to finish seventh in the Ivy 
League. 

However, at various points in the 
year the Lions had a chance to make 
a major leap forward. They went 9-5 
in non-conference play, the program’s 
best start since the 2006-2007 season. 
That was the first of three 7-7 Ivy sea-
sons, the year that made everyone 
think Columbia was making its move.

Four games into league play this 
year, and some felt the same way. 
Having already swept three-time-
defending champs Cornell, the Lions 

Ah, Columbia 
men’s basket-

ball team, how I love 
you and hate you 
at the same time.  
Every year the 
team shows great 
promise but falls 
short for a variety 
of reasons.  In 
the past, injuries 
were a constant 
concern (Patrick 
Foley) along with 
the team’s sorry excuse for an offense.  
This year, I am quite happy with what 
Coach Smith has done for this team.  
Overall, the Light Blue looks better 
than the year before, but there’s still 
one problem with the team that I be-
lieve is truly holding it back: the play 
of the Lions’ big men.

If you went to the game against 
Harvard, you’ll probably agree with 
me, although you’d be more likely to 
focus on how poorly the Lions shot 
that day.  In fact, Columbia has had 
shooting issues for a few games now, 
but that doesn’t bother me because the 
team has talented shooters.  Although, 
if shooting is an issue, it wouldn’t hurt 
to look up and down the bench for 
players that can provide a spark offen-
sively (cough—practice squad—cough).  
I focus on the play of the team’s big 
men because of how important they 
are to the success of a team.

Centers and power forwards have 
an enormous effect on the game, both 
offensively and defensively.  They can 
form the focal point of an offense, 
drawing double teams to create open 
shots for spot-up shooters, and they 
can control the paint on the defensive 
end, making it that much more difficult 
for the opposing team to score.  While 
the Columbia big men have shown 
glimpses of greatness in both areas, 
they are lacking in a variety of ways 
that need to be addressed if the team 
wants to succeed.  These three points 
are not directed at anyone in particular, 
but are things that the team, players, 
and coaches need to address.

1.  Instill fear.  A few years ago, 
Shaquille O’Neal summed up how big 
men should behave in a way that I find 
truly inspiring.  His statement came 
after a game where he leveled a guard 
that had the audacity to drive into the 
paint.  I don’t remember what he said 
word for word, but the gist was that 
players on the other team should be 
afraid to drive the ball into the key.  
That sound you hear is the nail being 
hit directly on the head.  The easiest 
shots in the game are the ones closest 
to the basket (go figure), and when a 
team takes away those opportunities 
for the opposing team, their chances 
of winning the game skyrocket.  The 
most efficient way of accomplishing 
this goal is by playing tough, banging 
bodies, and dishing out hard fouls—by 
doing so, the opposing team becomes 
reluctant to attack the basket.  The 
Lions have not been able to instill fear 
in their opponents.  Of course, contest-
ing shots and playing solid defense 
are top priority, and help accomplish 
this goal, but it’s the intangibles that 
can’t be measured in the box score that 
separate good teams from great teams.

2.  Better post moves.  The Light 
Blue has several players that are more 
than capable of knocking down the 
open three, even though their re-
cent shooting struggles speak to the 
contrary.  While the Lions are hitting 
about 5.7 threes per game, slightly 
more than their opponents, they 
could hit many more and at a higher 
percentage with some improved post 
play.  Everything starts with devel-
oping good post moves that lead to 
easy buckets in the paint.  Max Craig 
and Asenso Ampim have shown on 
multiple occasions that they can score 
one-on-one in the key, but they lack 
the type of consistency that forces 
the opponent to send a help defender.  

ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF  PHOTOGRAPHER

STILL LOOKING  |  Head coach Kyle 
Smith has been searching for a fix for 
the Light Blue’s recent shooting woes.

BY JIM PAGELS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Five hundred eighty-seven people. 
That is the total number of people 
who can say they’ve ever witnessed 
the Columbia women’s lacrosse team 
win a conference game. Sitting in 
the sparsely filled seats of Harvard’s 
Jordan Field, they probably didn’t 
even recognize the significance of 
the events at the time.

Two road wins—an 11-9 defeat of 

Harvard in 2005 and an 11-10 nail-bit-
er over the Crimson two years ago—
are all the team has during its 14-year 
history. In fact, since its inaugural sea-
son in 1997, the Light Blue has gone 
a remarkable 2-85 over the course of 
Ancient Eight play.

This year’s squad tries not to con-
cern itself with that, though. New 
coach Liz Kittleman’s history is quite 
the opposite story.

An assistant at Penn for the last 
four years, Kittleman’s Quakers only 

lost 11 games over the course of her 
tenure—all against teams ranked 
within the national top four. In its 
past four seasons, Penn reached the 
NCAA quarterfinals once, the semi-
finals twice, and the championship 
game once, taking home four consecu-
tive Ivy League championships along 
the way.

During that time, far below her in 
the standings, Columbia was mean-
dering its way to a starkly different 
feat—extending its last-place streak 

to 14 straight seasons. Why make the 
leap down the standings chart?

“It [the team] is a lot of fun and 
an exciting time for the program,” 
Kittleman said. “I definitely saw a 
ton of potential in this team, which 
is why I took the job. It’s a good time 
for everybody here.”

Implementing a new style of of-
fense and defense, the Lions should 
have an entirely new look this season. 

FLE PHOTO

LOOKING FORWARD  |  Junior tri-captain Taylor Gattinella and teammates are hoping a tougher training regimen will lead to more success in Ivy League play. 

New lacrosse coach brings heightened expectations

Light Blue 
needs more 
from big men

The 
Tailgating
Tales

BART
LOPEZ

While the Columbia 
big men have shown 
glimpses of greatness 
they are lacking in a 
variety of ways that 
need to be addressed 
if the team wants to 
succeed.

After promising start, Lions struggling lately
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47.2 43.1 37.5 38.5 43.7 46.0 27.6 49.1 33.8 27.6 46.4

79 70 66 66 79 67 46 75 67 42 70.7
GRAPHIC BY YUMA SHINOHARA

GOING COLD Despite shooting nearly 47 percent on the year, the Lions have shot less than 34 percent from the field three of the past four games, all Light Blue losses. 

SEE LACROSSE, page 3

SEE BASKETBALL, page 3

SEE LOPEZ, page 3
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