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10 Barnard
profs, 5
workers
retire early

BY NEHA SUNDARAM
Spectator Staff Writer

Ten Barnard professors and
five clerical workers are retir-
ing early as part of an admin-
istration plan to save money.

Barnard will save just under
$700,000 in the long term as a
result of the retirements, part
of an effort to cut $8 million
from the school’s operating
budget in order to eliminate a
small but significant operating
deficit and bring down annual
tuition increases.

The faculty members who
took the plan had been at
Barnard for between 10 to 43
years. Their names were not
made public in order to re-
spect their privacy.

Beyond saving money, Chief
Operating Officer Gregory
Brown said in an email that the
plan—which was accepted by
16 administrators last semes-
ter—was also an “opportunity
to respond to several members
of our community who had re-
quested a voluntary retirement
program.”

Unlike the usual retire-
ment plan, the early plan was
offered to all eligible faculty
members and did not let them
bargain for benefits tailored to
how many years they served.
It will give retirees a full year
of payment without teaching
responsibilities.

Robert McCaughey, a histo-
ry professor and former dean
of Barnard faculty, said he

SEE RETIREES, page 2
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REGARDING RACISM | Cornel West spoke at an NAACP event Tuesday about the United States’ enduring black poverty.

Harlem Pride looks to expand neighborhood role

BY CHRISTIAN ZHANG
AND EMMA CHENG
Spectator Staff Writers

Only a decade or two ago, a
Black History Month celebration
of LGBT leaders would have been
rare in Harlem. But at a lively party
in West Harlem Tuesday evening,
about 20 LGBT locals gathered to
honor black and gay history.

Times are changing, and
Harlem Pride, the local LGBT
community group that hosted
the event, is working to make the
neighborhood a more accommo-
dating place for LGBT individuals,
in part by lobbying for the creation
of an uptown pride center.

Music played over casual chat-
ter at the event, at Billie’s Black
restaurant on 119th Street and St.
Nicholas Avenue. Harlem Pride’s
first social gathering outside of the
annual pride weekend, the party
marks the three-year-old group’s
effort to have a greater presence
in the neighborhood.

In “the broader image of New
York and larger gay pride events,
minorities don’t seem to be a criti-
cal part,” John Reddick, a Harlem
Pride board member, said. And yet,
there is a “long history of accom-
modating gay and lesbian people”
in Harlem, he said.

When Harlem Pride was start-
ed in 2010, it was just an idea for

a house party, founder Carmen
Neely said. After gathering friends
and neighbors, the event ballooned
into a block party on 119th Street
that hosted more than 3,000 guests.

The group has since hosted
annual June pride celebrations
in local parks. While several local
churches protested the group’s
first few pride events, Neely said
the community response has large-
ly been supportive and the group
has added members year after year.

As they outgrow the libraries
and parks they have been using for
meeting space, Harlem Pride lead-
ers have started a petition to bring
apride center to upper Manhattan.
As of this week, they have about

200 signatures.

The center, Neely said, would
be a “hub and resource center” for
the uptown LGBT community—
a “safe space for our youth, and
a comfort zone for our elders,”
she said. It would include meet-
ing spaces, provide educational
and social programming, and of-
fer offices to other community
organizations.

“We launched this initiative be-
cause we feel it’s time we have a
center to serve the diverse needs
of the same-gender-loving lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender commu-
nity uptown,” she said. “We are

SEE PRIDE, page 2

Cornel
West talks
MLK,
Obam

Activist
addresses
black poverty,
discrimination

BY TRACEY WANG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The United States is not a post-
racial society, renowned scholar
and activist Cornel West argued
in a talk in the Northwest Corner
Building Tuesday night.

His discussion of race and
class distinctions from the time of
Martin Luther King Jr. to President
Barack Obama, CC ’83, drew an
enthusiastic crowd of about 200
people to the event, hosted by the
Columbia chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People.

West, a professor at Union
Theological Seminary, spoke at
length about King’s legacy and
how the African-American tradi-
tion King was part of is related to
poverty and discrimination in U.S.
today.

While King is often mystified
as a historical figure, West said, he
was the embodiment of his family,
his schooling, and his faith.

“He’snotagod. He’s not a deity.
He’s not an idol,” West said. “He’s
part of a tradition, a vital tradition,
avibrant tradition.”

West also urged students
to be critical of the social and
political systems that govern

SEE WEST, page 2
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Morgan to challenge Dickens for Harlem council seat

The race for a Harlem City
Council seat is under way,
and City Council member
Inez Dickens has an official
challenger in Vince Morgan,
SIPA ’06, a former congres-
sional candidate and an out-
spoken critic of Columbia’s
Manhattanville expansion.

Morgan said Tuesday that
he will run in council district 9,
which includes Central Harlem
and part of West Harlem.

“I’'ve been very active in the
9th district in the 13 years I've
lived here,” Morgan said. “I’'m
passionate about the things
that most impact my life and
impact my neighbors’ lives.”

Morgan, a former banker,
has taken Columbia to task
for, he says, not keeping its
promises in the Community
Benefits Agreement, which
the University signed in 2009
in the wake of its expansion.

Morgan wrote a letter to the
Empire State Development
Corporation in January that
triggered a state investigation
into whether Columbia has
done enough to hire minority,
women, and local workers.

“My experiences abroad
and in community banking
taught me that the way to navi-
gate the reality of a global econ-
omy and survive the pressures
of gentrification is to develop
new paradigms of leadership,”
Morgan states on his website.

Despite the fact that the
Manbhattanville expansion is
not in the district he is running
in, Morgan has focused on the
project on his website and in
a campaign video he released
Monday.

“Columbia’s expansion im-
pacts all of upper Manhattan,”
Morgan said. “It represents
what we’re going through right

now across the board, which
is these development projects
that are leaving lots of people
in the district behind.”

Dickens, who voted to ap-
prove the Manhattanville ex-
pansion in 2007, is seeking re-
election for a third term on the
council. She easily won her last
Democratic primary and elec-
tion in 2009 and serves as as-
sistant deputy majority leader
on the City Council. Some
observers think she is next in
line for the post of City Council
speaker.

Before Morgan’s entry in
the race, Dickens was running
for re-election unopposed, ac-
cording to campaign finance
records. The Democratic pri-
mary will be held in September
2013.

A Dickens staff member de-
clined to comment.

—Thea Raymond-Sidel
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IN THE RING | Vince Morgan will challenge Inez Dickens for her Harlem City Council seat.

BC alumna
gets hype
for song on
YouTube

BY NOAH JACKSON
Spectator Music Critic

Sarah Dooley, BC ’11, is hard
to pin down. After making her
name as a YouTube comedian in
her freshman year of college, she
was swiftly noticed by the New
York Times, and fame beckoned.

Six years later, she’s an up-
and-coming musician, and
garnering even more hype for
her debut single, “Peonies.” Its
colorful and striking video has
reached over 1,000 views.

In an interview with
Spectator, Dooley reveals the se-
crets behind her accidental suc-
cess, the mysteries of the outer
boroughs, and the true meaning
of looking “vintage.”

NoAaH JAcCksOoN: How did
Barnard shape you as an art-
ist and musician?

SARAH DOOLEY: It really fos-
tered an environment that
supported and gave me con-
fidence and helped me meet
the right people. Everyone I
met had some talent I wanted
to abuse. There were just so
many collaborators, and Erin
Byrne was one of them. She
produced pretty much every
show I was in in school, so
she’s been with me every step
of the way. When I wanted
to pursue music, she was
all on board, and since then
we’ve been figuring out life
together.

NJ: You first gained exposure

>
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GRADS GIVE GREEN | Deborah Robertson, BC ’13, is planning
how to implement the Senior Fund’s green campus gift.

BC seniors plan green gift

BY EMMA GOSS
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Barnard students and adminis-
trators have begun planning how to
use the Senior Fund to make cam-
pus greener.

Last week, the Senior
Fund committee met with the
Sustainability Initiative Consulting
Board, an environmental organi-
zation that is part of Barnard’s
Student Government Association,
to brainstorm how to allocate the
money.

The Senior Fund committee
asked students and groups last se-
mester to submit proposals for how
to use the fund, and members of
the senior class voted online in fa-
vor of the sustainability initiative.

Deborah Robertson, BC’13 and
chair of the consulting board, said
ideas included using the gift to in-
stall solar panels, composting tum-
blers, or hand dryers around cam-
pus, or to implement energy-use
monitors in quad residence halls.

“What we do really depends
on how much we raise and how
much our class donates,” Jennie
Ostendorf, BC ’13 and Senior Fund
committee co-chair, said. The
group’s aim is to raise $10,000 and
have 60 percent of the senior class
make donations.

The Senior Fund committee
and the consulting board have been

with Gail Beltrone, vice president
for campus services, among other
administrators.

“It is wonderful that this year’s
graduating class is considering a
gift that will help Barnard increase
sustainability efforts and environ-
mental awareness on campus,”
Beltrone said in an email. “We are
working with the class leadership
and the Barnard Fund to explore
ideas that would be both opera-
tionally and sustainably beneficial
for the College.”

Robertson said that she hopes
plans will be finalized “at a fast pace
and that we can implement thisina
timely and efficient manner.”

But Lauren Hancock, BC 13
and co-chair of the Senior Fund
committee, said that implemen-
tation cannot start until the fund
stops collecting donations shortly
after graduation.

“It’s meant for our class to leave
a legacy on the school and essen-
tially give something back to the
Barnard community,” Hancock
said. “It’s what our class is giving
to future students, who will hope-
fully share in our amazing experi-
ences that we’ve all had being here.
We just want Barnard to continue
to be a unique institution.”

The Sustainability Initiatives
Consulting Board is still a relatively
new group on campus. It launched

SEE DOOLEY, back page discussing how best to use the fund SEE GIFT, page 2
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SoA alum captures Says who? Lions must Love On (Control) Top | Today Tomorrow
China with her lens contain Princeton’s

Photographer Lisa Ross, SoA 01,
uses her camera to capture a largely
overlooked region of China. A series
of her work is currently on display at
the Ruben Museum.

Lanbo Zhang evaluates our reliance
on advice from others.

Run, Forest, run

The editorial board examines
stop-and-frisk.

Ian Hummer

Though the Light Blue had success
guarding Hummer in the last
meeting of the two teams, men’s
basketball must continue to plan for
the talented Tiger.

Control Top, Columbia’s all-female
improv group, is giving a free
performance in the name of love.

3rd Floor, Barnard Hall, 8:30 p.m.
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Early retirees to save Barnard $700,000

RETIREES from front page

wasn’t sure if the plan would
save money initially, but that
the college didn’t have many
other areas to cut.

“If you pay an extra amount
of money to bring about [the
plan’s] incentives, the amount
of net gain is somewhat ques-
tioned,” McCaughey said. “At
the same time, the college is
in a financial bind: if it just cut
everything, you’re eating into
your future.”

The voluntary retirement
plan was also offered to em-
ployees as part of a recent
agreement with Local 2110 of
the United Autoworkers Union,
which represents clerical em-
ployees at the college. Five
union workers accepted the
plan.

The year of pay after retire-
ment was an important incen-
tive, professors said.

“I’'m sure that’s why people
who did take it, in part, took it,”
McCaughey said. But he added

that for some people, the ben-
efit could be “something of a
perverse incentive—if you hap-
pen to like teaching, it has a dif-
ferent impact on you.”

Despite the number of pro-
fessors who selected the early
retirement plan, the Barnard
administration said that the
academic rigor of the college
will be upheld. Individuals
were asked to choose retire-
ment dates between June 2013
and June 2015, so “the effect
of the change will be gradual,”
Brown said.

Art history professor
Christopher Baswell said that
because most of the professors
retiring aren’t in the middles
of their careers, the plan would
likely not harm the college’s ac-
ademic standing because effec-
tive new professors would be
ready to step up.

“Experience can’t be re-
placed, seniority can’t be re-
placed, but there is a world of
PhDs looking for jobs,” he said.

Since 2008, Barnard has

been asking its departments to
shrink their budgets and elimi-
nate costs.

“The bigger issue, from the
point of view of the faculty, is
replacing budget lines,” Anne
Higonnet, a professor of art
history, said. “Every depart-
ment has to very carefully jus-
tify any additions to the faculty.
There are positions we wish
were filled, but we understand
that we have to move slowly.”

“There’s no money to pro-
vide any food at departmental
meetings, there’s no college
support for coffee at the office,”
Baswell said. “These are tiny
amounts of money, but that’s
where you notice it.”

The question that the retir-
ees had to face was, “if you're
not going to do this, what
are you going to do instead?”
Baswell said. “If not this career,
then what?”

Cecilia Reyes contributed
reporting.

neha.sundaram
@columbiaspectator.com

China exhibit on display at Ruben Museum

CHINA from back page

It was really about hearing
the wind and having more of
an idea of what it would be
like environmentally. There’s
also an image at the end of
one of the videos where two
women are burying them-
selves. That’s another thing
that happens when people go
on a pilgrimage in the desert,
people bury themselves as a
form of healing.

CZ: In the introduction of your
book that corresponds to
this exhibit, you mention
an obsession with deserts.
Your exhibit seems both to
capture the desert and refer
to the ocean. Can you talk
about why you think des-
erts are interesting to pho-
tograph and the relation-
ship between deserts and
oceans in your work?

LR: In a very literal sense,
the desert is the place that

people go for vision. ’'m re-
ally interested in the idea
that the desert is the place
throughout history where
people have gone for vi-
sion, but it’s also a place of
infinity and greatness—the
way the sky and ocean are
places of infinity. I think
that artists, writers, cre-
ative people, non-creative
people have always been
in awe of the greatness of
the desert. For me, the des-
ert contains a history that
you can feel. I had photo-
graphed the ocean quite a
bit at one point. The infin-
ity of the ocean, the never-
endingness of it, the way
that you’ll hear the waves
all night and they’ll never
stop. I know that Shinjong
was at one point ocean, des-
erts were often ocean—and
I just thought it was amaz-
ing to see the way markers
in the sand dunes with the
flags felt like the ocean to

me, but the opposite.

CZ: For your book, you collab-
orated with a historian and
an ethnographer. Do you
think that having specialists
with you facilitated your
experience in the country
benefited your project?

LR: I like to use the word “col-
laboration” because I don’t
think I could have made this
work completely on my own.
Working with scholars gave
me access and created more
of a research-based practice.
When I first went alone, I re-
ally didn’t know what I was
looking at. When I met the first
scholar, the historian, it opened
up the project. I had talked to
him about where I went, but he
was really able to explain what
I had photographed.

This interview has been con-
densed and edited for clarity.

christin.zurbach

@columbiaspectator.com

West blasts NYPD stop-and-frisk policy

WEST from front page

society—systems that oppress the
poor and discriminate against peo-
ple of color, he said. West cited the
disproportionate number of black
men in prison and the discrimina-
tory nature of New York’s stop-
and-frisk policy.

Critical thinking, West argued,
is vital to fighting these injustic-
es because it allows students to
be “citizens, not just consumers.
Human beings, not just possess-
ors of commodities.”

Quoting King, West said, “The
unexamined life is not worth living,
But the examined life is painful.”

King was “a concrete human
being who was shaped by other
human beings,” West added. “But
he mustered the Socratic energy
and said, ‘Who am 12"

West also talked current

politics. While he said he support-
ed Obama in the 2008 election, he
also criticized the president’s for-
eign policy. West repeatedly at-
tacked Obama’s use of drones as
part of the U.S.s counterterrorism
efforts.

“Each life has the same moral
significance and the same value,”
he said.

West finished his talk with a
standing ovation from the audi-
ence. Students said that they were
happy and enlightened by what he
had said.

Guen Gwanyalla, a master’s
student at the Mailman School of
Public Health, said she wanted to
be an observant world citizen in
the way West described.

“I really like the point he made
about being attentive to the world
around you and being awake to in-
justice,” she said.

It was especially important
that West talked about global is-
sues, Gwanyalla said, because
students at Columbia can often
be too focused on their immedi-
ate surroundings.

Campus “can be kind of walled
off from the rest of the world,” she
said. “People are sometimes very
limited to what happens in the
us”

Chelsea Crowder, SEAS ’14
and membership chair for the
Columbia NAACP, said that the
take-away message of the night
was unconditional love.

“We have to look at the dis-
course on both sides and consid-
er unconditional love in terms of
people worldwide, regardless of
the barriers that divide us” she
said.

tracey.wang
@columbiaspectator.com

LGBT group celebrates black history

PRIDE from front page

inclusive of the wonderful diver-
sity that exists in Harlem and are
open to all”

While a pride center already ex-
ists in Greenwich Village in lower
Manhattan, Neely said it is difficult
for many locals to travel there.

Group members said attitudes
in Harlem towards LGBT issues
have changed for the better in re-
cent years, making the time right
for a pride center.

Issues that LGBT people face
are “easier to discuss when you feel
like there’s a level of accommoda-
tion, a place to eat, a place to chat,
to exchange information,” Reddick
said. “And so that’s what we want
to create—this kind of comfort fac-
tor over generations.”

He said that the center willbe a

place for people of all ages, genera-
tions, and focuses.

“It’s not just the young, it’s
not just the old,” he said. “It re-
ally is about kind of looking at the
resources out there and making
everyone aware of where there’s
resources to support what their
interests are.”

Harlem Pride treasurer Michael
Hodge, a Columbia Medical Center
employee, said that a center fo-
cused on gay health advocacy and
education in Harlem could do alot
to benefit the community.

The LGBT community has had
to stay “underground” in the past,
he said. It has always “been here
in Harlem, but not right there in
your face,” he said—something that
is starting to change.

“I think it’s changed not
because of new residents

moving in, but because of na-
tional changes,” Diane Furtell, a
lifelong Harlemite, said. “With
the recent support of the NAACP
and Obama’s administration and
the growing public support” for
gay marriage, “there have been a
lot of changes in the black com-
munity in general,” she said.

At the group’s first event three
years ago, Reddick’s friends from
New Jersey “couldn’t believe it,
that Harlem was having an event,”
she said.

“There were several of our el-
ders who were crying,” Furtell
said. “For as long as they’d lived in
Harlem, they never thought they’d
see a pride celebration out in the
open.”

Kimberly Shen contributed
reporting.

news@columbiaspectator.com

BC seniors leave environmental legacy

GIFT from front page

in fall 2011 with the purpose of
alleviating some of the responsi-
bilities of the Barnard EcoReps.
Robertson said that the board
s “still trying to get off the

ground,” but that “we’ve made
leaps and bounds” because of the
senior class’s gift.

“This year, we’ve been more
effective in figuring out how to
do things, been more effective
in carrying them out, and have

been more consistent with going
ahead with our zero waste ini-
tiative, which will probably con-
tinue past my tenure,” Robertson
said.
emma.goss
@columbiaspectator.com
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Getting easy
things wrong
dooms Lions

he layup.

it goes by
many names: the
bunny, the floater,
the finger roll Gif
you're feeling fan-
cy). One coach of

mine backinhigh TYLER

school calleditthe BENEDICT
“mommy shot,”

because “there’s The Road
nothing you should

love more than see- L€SS

ing your mommy Traveled

when you’re in the

gym.” It’s the most

basic two points in basketball, elegant
in its simplicity—a little elevation, a
kiss off the glass, and a gentle swish.
The kind of shot Plato would have
loved.

(In case you’re wondering about
other great thinkers: Aristotle favors
the mechanical mid-range jumper,
Descartes the methodical free throw,
Rousseau the splashy 3-pointer, and
Nietzsche the backbreaking thunder
dunk. None of those should require any
explanation, because I don’t have one.)

However, if the layup should rattle
out, all its sublime beauty turns sour,
curdled by a cacophony of groans, lost
in a sea of disappointment. The fans,
the coaches, and the players them-
selves have already mentally put the
points on the board, only to have their
sure thing snatched away. A missed la-
yup is tragedy incarnate, a punishment
for the hubris that leads us to count
our buckets before they fall.

Perhaps I’'m going overboard with
this rhapsodizing. In fact, screw it, ’'m
definitely going overboard with this
rhapsodizing. Pity me, dear reader. I
am only trying to heal a wound that
still bleeds, for time and again this
Columbia men’s basketball season, the
layup has broken my heart.

But this Columbia
basketball season has
been a missed layup all
around, with everything
looking good until it
suddenly isn’t.

Last weekend in Providence, our
Lions fell to Brown after controlling
most of the second half, with John
Daniels missing an open layup under
the basket to retake the lead in the final
seconds. Three weeks earlier in Levien,
Columbia lost to Cornell by three
points, rallying from an ugly 19-point
first half to briefly take the lead. Fans
were quick to talk about how “thrilling”
and “heartbreaking” the game was, but
most of them forgot that the Lions left
at least four easy layups on the table in
the first 10 minutes. An old basketball
adage says that the game is won or lost
in the fourth quarter. But when you’ve
lost as many close ones as this Light
Blue team has, you start looking for
points anywhere you can find them.

Now, this column isn’t a knock on
John Daniels (whom I love—T've long
respected him for being one of the few
players willing to box out on every pos-
session), or anyone else who’s seen a
floater fail to fall. For as pretty as I made
them sound in the lede, the fact of the
matter is that just about every layup in
Division I basketball is contested, and
just the slightest bump can make the
ball miss the mark. Shit happens.

But this Columbia basketball season
has been a missed layup all around,
with everything looking good until
it suddenly isn’t. Games that were
in hand have been snatched away.
Comebacks that seemed unstoppable
have been thwarted. With the excep-
tion of Saturday’s deflating loss at Yale,
the Lions haven’t lost a conference
game by more than six points. When
this happens once, it’s bad luck. When
it happens five times, it’s something
more: turnovers, layups, free throws,
or fatigue.

Steve Frankoski told Spectator
this week that the Light Blue needs
to “do the little things better,”
demonstrating that the players and
coaches have caught onto the trend
as well. But unfortunately, those
adjustments won’t truly matter until
the next season.

Today, all the Lions can do is sit
back and watch their missed shot hit
the floor.

Tyler Benedict is a Columbia College
senior majoring in English and Middle
Eastern, South Asian, and African
studies. He is the poet laureate emeritus
of the Columbia University Marching
Band. The Road Less Traveled runs
biweekly.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY KYLE PERROTTI
Spectator Staff Writer

In this weekend’s contest against
Princeton, men’s basketball could have
its hands full with Tigers forward Ian
Hummer. The se-
nior has been one of
the most dominant
post player in the Ivy
League this season,
scoring 15.8 points per
game, the second most
in the league. Hummer also averages 6.4
rebounds per game and 4.4 assists per
game—an uncharacteristically high num-
ber for a post player.

When the Lions (10-12, 2-6 Ivy) lost
72-66 to Princeton (12-9, 5-2 Ivy) on Feb. 2
in New Jersey, Hummer put up 16 points
in his 36 minutes of work—just under
teammate T.J. Bray’s game-high 17.

Still, Light Blue head coach Kyle Smith
said he was pleased with how his squad
handled Hummer’s game.

“We did a good job on Hummer, he
just got to the foul line too much,” Smith
said. “But we held him to two-for-eight
from the field.”

With 12 of the 6-foot-7 player’s

OPPONENT
PROFILE

COURTESY OF SHANNON MCGUE / THE DAILY PRINCETONIAN

HUMMING ALONG | Preventing Ian Hummer from getting into the paint is a key to limiting Princeton’s offense.

Hummer a dynamic threat to Lions

16 points coming from free throws,
Hummer did get to the foul line more
than the Lions would have liked. But
he also affected the game with his re-
bounding and passing abilities, putting
up seven rebounds along with seven as-
sists—placing him within striking dis-
tance of a triple-double. Hummer’s per-
formance in that game earned him his
fifth selection as the Ivy League’s player
of the week this season.

Hummer’s passing ability makes him
especially dangerous, as teammates Bray
and Denton Koon are among the top 20
in field goal percentage in the league. Add
sharpshooter Will Barrett to the equation
with his league-leading three-point av-
erage of 52.9 percent, and it is clear why
Hummer is able to put up such numbers.

In the four games since downing the
Lions, Hummer has been remarkably
consistent, putting up 15, 14, 14, and 18
points respectively, while his team has
gone 2-2. The difference has been in the
rest of the Tigers. While Princeton does
not typically get much scoring from its
bench, the issue was never more glaring
than against Harvard on Feb. 16, where all
57 points in the losing effort came from
the starting five. Against Yale, defense was

the problem, as the Bulldogs shot 55 per-
cent from the floor, including seven of 12
from behind the arc.

With Princeton now 1.5 games behind
Harvard for the top spot in the Ancient
Eight, Princeton will undoubtedly enter
Manhattan hungry for a win on Friday
night. And in order to prevent Hummer
from being able to muscle his way to
drawing fouls like he did before, the post
players will need to match his physical
play and not allow any space between him
and his defender when he is in the key.

To counter Hummer’s ability to hit the
boards, the Lions’ frontcourt will need to
account for where he is on the floor at all
times and box him out. So far this season,
Hummer is sixth in the league in total re-
bounds—fourth in the defensive catego-
ry and sixth in the offensive. Preventing
Hummer from creating second-chance
opportunities—and staying aggressive on
the offensive end to get second chance
points of their own—will be key to landing
a Columbia victory.

The Light Blue faces off against
Hummer and the Princeton Tigers Friday
at 7 p.m. in Levien Gymnasium, before
taking on Penn the following night.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

SPORTS BRIEFLY
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LION’S DEN | The new facility will provide additional space to several student athletic teams for training.

Campbell Sports Center opens after several delays

Baker will be getting a little more
crowded on a day-to-day basis, as
nine programs began moving into
the Campbell Sports Center this
week.

After the building was dedi-
cated back in October during
Homecoming, the teams experi-
enced a series of delays before they
could move into the facility. These
were mainly caused by the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy, as Con
Edison had to restore power all over
the tri-state area before finishing
Campbell.

But now the five-story, 47,700
square-foot facility is up and run-
ning. All programs that primarily
practice at Baker will be moving

their offices from Morningside to
Inwood throughout the week, in-
cluding football, soccer, baseball,
softball, tennis, field hockey, and
lacrosse. The football team moved
on Monday from its office in Dodge
to its new space—the entire fourth
floor of Campbell.

Football head coach Pete
Mangurian has taken to Twitter
and Facebook, posting pictures
of the new facility all week. “Our
new team meeting room—144 seats,
state-of-the-art acoustics with
bamboo-paneled walls, and even
retractable armrest desktops with
ports for personal laptop connec-
tions,” Mangurian said in one of the
posts.

The building has multiple con-
ference rooms, along with study
and lounge spaces for athletes.
Campbell also features a weight
room, where athletes have already
started working out and doing
strength training.

With the nine teams moving up-
town, office space in Dodge will
open up for other athletic programs.
According to Athletics, many coach-
es currently share overcrowded

offices, and the move will allow
them to free up space.

Though Campbell is up and run-
ning, it is only accessible to athletes.
There are currently no plans to
open it up for all students.

—Myles Simmons

Harvard seizes
top spot after 2
weekend wins

BY GISELLE APPEL
Columbia Daily Spectator

After being upset by Columbia the
weekend prior, Harvard scored big wins
over Penn and Princeton. Elsewhere,
Cornell extended its
winning streak to

three games. With just AROITJ‘II\?IZ‘
three full weekends of LEAGUE

Ivy games left to play,

Harvard, Princeton,

and Cornell remain

the only three teams with winning Ivy
records.

FEB. 15
CORNELL 68
YALE 61

Johnathan Gray, who shot 60 per-
cent from the field and notched 18
points, led Cornell (13-12, 5-3 Ivy) to vic-
tory against Yale (10-15, 4-4). Whenever
the Bulldogs gained a bit of momentum,
Gray stepped up by hitting a big bucket
to provide breathing room in the seven-
point victory. The Big Red shut down
Yale’s guard Javier Duren, a recent Ivy
League player of the week, holding him
to a meager seven points.

HARVARD 73

PENN 54

Harvard (14-7, Ivy 6-1) skated past
Penn (5-18, 2-4) in an unsurprising vic-
tory at home. The Quakers’ offense was
unable to keep up with the Crimson,
whose starters contributed 60 of 73
points. Kenyatta Smith put on a show
for the home crowd, falling just shy of
an unusual form of a triple-double. The
sophomore notched 20 points, 10 blocks,
and nine rebounds for Harvard—a record
number of blocks for a Crimson player—
and earned Ivy player of the week honors
for his performance.

PRINCETON 73

DARTMOUTH 55

Princeton (12-8, 5-1), currently sec-
ond in the league, trumped Dartmouth
(6-15, vy 2-5) Friday evening at Leede
Arena. The Tigers, whose largest lead
hit 25, outrebounded Dartmouth 35-21.
Nearly all of the starters for Princeton
reached double figures in points scored,
with forward Denton Koon leading the
squad with 18 points and five rebounds.
Center Gabas Maldunas notched 18
points, nine rebounds and a few blocks
for the Big Green. Dartmouth finished
the game with an 8-1run to ease the loss
before the buzzer ended a tough beating
on its home court.

FEB. 16
HARVARD 69
PRINCETON 57

Fans in Boston Saturday evening wit-
nessed a fierce battle for first place as
Harvard took on Princeton in a nation-
ally televised match. The Tigers relied on
starting forward Ian Hummer—who put
up a team-high 18 points and 7 rebounds
and surpassed the 1,500-point mark for
his career—but the bench offered little
contribution to the Tigers. In his second
stellar game of the weekend, Harvard’s
Smith made every shot he took, going 5-5
from the floor and 4-4 on free throws, to
tie the team-high of 14 points.

CORNELL 69

BROWN 66

Cornell squeezed by the Bears in a
nail-biter on Saturday in Providence.
A strong offensive performance in the
first 20 minutes propelled the Big Red
to a comfortable 40-29 lead entering the
second half. Though Brown guard Sean
McGonagill scored 19 points and sunk
a shot from behind the arc with 25 sec-
onds left in regulation to bring Brown
within two points, it wasn’t enough.
Brown fell to sixth place with the loss,
as Cornell’s second win of the weekend

put the team in third.
PENN 67
DARTMOUTH 57

Dartmouth wrapped up its weekend
by falling to the Quakers. The Quakers’
offensive performance in the second
half shifted the game’s pace and turned
a twelve-point deficit into a victory. Led
by Miles Cartwright and Henry Brooks,
Penn shot nearly 80 percent from the
field in the second half, which ended
up being too hot for Dartmouth. Jamal
Lewis helped build Penn’s second-
half momentum, as he scored 12 of his
14 points after the break to lead the
Quakers’ to their first Ivy road win.

sports@columbiaspectator.com
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Nukes on the radar

nternational issues, including the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
2012 Benghazi attack, usually attract fer-
vent attention and debate at Columbia.

A

However, news from North Korea’s ! Py
third nuclear test completely missed our \ L
campus radar. Last Tuesday, Kim Jong- ’
un’s regime successfully completed its JAMES
third underground nuclear missile test YOON

in Punggye-ri. This test was conducted .

in spite of warnings from China and the Yooni-
United States. The United States has versit y

threatened to withdraw food aid should
the new dictator, Kim Jong-un, continue
his investments in weapons of mass destruction.

I usually follow the news involving North Korea closely
because my entire family lives in Seoul, which is only 30
miles south of the Korean Demilitarized Zone. But even
for me, a Korean-American, the news from Feb. 12 did not
surprise me at all. Another missile launch is the first thing
people would expect to hear in news about North Korea.
WMDs define our perception of the country. Nuclear tests,
military rallies, and political propaganda are apparently
the only news fit to print. All of them suggest a nonsensi-
cal, stubborn autarchy clenching its fists against the rest of
the world.

The problem with this perception is that it influences
us to tacitly accept the Kim family regime as a fact of life.
We concede that in several months the communist state
will launch another missile. Since nothing is likely to

change, we stop engaging with North Korean issues and
tune them out.
Students and academics at Columbia are resisting the
world’s perception of North Korea. Their scholarship
prepares the world to re-engage with the North Korean
people, who could be the most important agents of change
within their country. In May 2012, 15 students from the
School of International and Public Affairs went on a rare
five-day research trip to the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea. Following the trip, Pushkar Sharma, MPA ’13, re-
flected on the school’s website, “Monsters and monstrous
behavior make the most compelling (and simplest) head-
lines. And so it may come as a disappointment to some
when I write that the biggest surprise for me in my trip to
the DPRK was simply that I had fun.”
If people shift their focus away from the regime’s
brinkmanship, they would begin to understand that
the North Korean people could be our most important
allies for creating peace. The parent organization of
Columbia’s Liberty in North Korea chapter is actively
raising awareness for North Korean human rights issues
on college campuses. Amnesty International estimates
up to 200,000 people are incarcerated in Korean gulags
under horrific conditions. Within DPRK, the people
are beginning to question their government and dream
of lives across the borders. For decades, people have
been defecting from the North, and many more are
continuing to escape by way of China. Sixty percent of
Pyongyang citizens ages 20 to 50 use cell phones, ac-
cording to one study, and pictures taken on the streets
of Pyongyang show people adept with information
technology. With interest from engineers, it is possible
that truth can be transmitted to the people without

detection and interference from the government.

I sincerely believe that, in secret, the North Korean
people would welcome help from abroad. Despite our
Western perceptions, I find it hard to believe that in only
six decades, government propaganda has replaced North
Koreans’ shared 5,000-year history with the South. I am
perplexed to see that tension must still exist there when
there is no longer a war worth fighting for. The Cold War
has ended, but the peninsula still functions as a buffer
zone for China and the United States. It often seems as
though the two Koreas have inherited a psychological
warfare that arose in the West.

Columbia’s Center for Korean Research, which is
housed under the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, plays
a significant role in easing this tension. The CKR brings
together students, academics, government officials and
members of the public to conduct research on matters
of key concern in Korean affairs. More importantly, it
promotes the teaching of courses in Korean language, his-
tory, and society to all Columbia students. These scholarly
efforts promote students’ awareness of a distinctive, uni-
fied Korean culture rooted in its long history. I hope that
exposure to Korean studies enables students to separate
the people from the conflict that has colored our percep-
tion of North Koreans for the past 60 years. When they
do so, they will no longer see pawns for Kim’s oppressive
government. Instead, they will see a people who silently,
but earnestly, desire peace and reunification in the Korean
peninsula.

James Yoon is a Columbia College senior majoring in
environmental science. Yooniversity runs alternate
Thursdays.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Columbia definitely needs to investigate Professor
Hughes. How dare he break the sacred academic tradi-
tion of boring lectures? We all know that the profs aren’t
supposed to give much thought or preparation to their
teaching—just monotonically go through those yellowed
sheets. Research is where it’s at. And publications.

But no! This brash professor gives up valuable research
and writing time so he can prepare a creative presenta-
tion that reaches students on their level. He makes his
point strongly, that preconceptions must be dropped if
quantum mechanics is to be grasped. And how effectively
Hughes accomplished his goal. Students will remember
this presentation, even though hundreds of other lectures
will quickly fade from view, some within moments.

University spokesperson Robert Hornsby says that,
“The appropriate academic administrators are current-
ly reviewing the facts of this particular presentation in
quantum mechanics.” Those “appropriate academic ad-
ministrators” should review the facts. And they should
then give wholehearted plaudits to Prof. Hughes and
ask—plead—if he would please teach the rest of the fac-
ulty how to teach.

How refreshing good teaching is! But not without its
dangers, for boundary violations never come without risk.

My hat’s off to you, Prof. Hughes!

James M. Henslin, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, Illinois

STAFF EDITORIAL

Stop-and-think

orningside Heights was scandalized to learn
that Oscar-winning actor Forest Whitaker
was accused of shoplifting and stopped-and-frisked
by a Milano Market employee last Friday. Witnesses
accused a Milano employee of racially profiling the
celebrity. Milano’s owners later denied the accusation
of profiling, but they have since fired the employee.

An illegal search involving an African-American
celebrity at a shop adjacent to an Ivy League univer-
sity—this episode is easily sensationalized. Yet, we
should reflect upon one of the most troubling com-
ponents: the stop-and-frisk tactic. While its use by
the Milano employee against Whitaker was unques-
tionably illegal, stop-and-frisk is an institutional
mainstay of the New York Police Department in its
anti-crime efforts across New York City. This policy
routinely allows police officers to stop individuals
with only nominally reasonable suspicion and then
question and search them. While public outcry has
been strong, we have yet to see institutional reform.

As responsible citizens, we cannot allow a dou-
ble standard to exist between the treatment of ce-
lebrities and the treatment of ordinary citizens be-
ing stopped-and-frisked for indiscriminate factors
such as race, gender, or geographic location. The
stop-and-frisk policy is just as offensive when it’s
exercised on an ordinary New York City resident as
when it’s executed on a celebrity. Both NYPD offi-
cers and Milano employees—the latter without the
legal authority to engage in stop-and-frisk in the
first place—have a responsibility to respect an indi-
vidual’s personal space and personal integrity.

There are signs that progress is being made,
with Bronx Judge Shira A. Scheindlin deeming the
policy unconstitutional in January 2013. We should
channel our indignation with the Milano employee
toward public policy and work to accelerate stop-
and-frisk reform in New York City. We hope to see
both institutionalized and incidental racial profil-
ing minimized, and to see police show a greater
adherence to the Fourth Amendment protection
against “unreasonable searches and seizures.”

Despite the media uproar from the Forest
Whitaker story, many Columbia students appear
unfazed. Earlier this semester, patrons flocked
back to Absolute Bagels and M2M after the city’s
health department closed them due to numerous
health violations. Convenience, routine, and a lack
of alternatives will inevitably keep Milano thriving
post-controversy, just as they did for its neighbors
on Broadway. However, health violations and inci-
dents involving illegal and discriminatory search
and seizures clearly are not the same. Recognizing
the many complicated factors characterizing the
scandal—including the consideration that the stop-
and-frisk was performed by an individual employee
and not condoned by Milano—we urge students to
consider the greater ethical questions raised by the
situation, in their capacities as both Milano patrons
and responsible citizens.

Self-reliance

t Columbia, we are told to seek

advice, that somewhere in the
administrative bureaucracy of the
University or our personal networks
of friends and family, there is some-
one to turn to when we feel lost or
don’t know what to do.

When picking classes, we are told LANBO
. . . ZHANG
to seek out our academic adviser in
the Center for Student Advising and Second
departmental advisers. When look-
ing for internships and jobs, we are Impres-
told to look for career advisersinthe sions

Center for Career Education. When

writing papers, we get pointed in the

direction of the Writing Center. When experiencing
emotional turmoil, we have a range of services from
Columbia Psychological Services to Nightline to the in-
creasing number of student groups looking to preserve
our emotional health.

For anything that is outside of the purview of the in-
stitutionally sanctioned advising centers, we can expect
the voluntary input of friends and family, and, not least,
public opinions coming from publications such as this
one.

We should be careful not to
overdose on honest intentions.

By themselves, these sources of constant guidance
are almost always well-meaning. Yet together, they fos-
ter an expectation and a desire for outside feedback in
every aspect of our lives, which, of course, we adopt.

Flooded with a constant torrent of often-unsolicited
counseling, we are prone to becoming indiscriminate
consumers of advice. We become unable to tell a thor-
oughly considered opinion from one hastily pieced
together, reluctant to digest words of guidance in the
spirit in which they were said, and unwilling to assess
whether the person responsible for dispensing wisdom
was in a position to be dispensing wisdom to begin
with.

We fall into the trap of relying too heavily on the
opinions of those around us and not heavily enough on
our own judgment. I do not doubt the good intentions
of anyone who engages in the business of advice-giv-
ing. It is a comforting feeling to think that somewhere,
someone can provide us with a remedy for our prob-
lems. However, I think that we should be careful not
to overdose on honest intentions. This false perception
ignores the obvious reality that many of our problems
cannot be solved by consulting someone else.

More often than we care to admit, the advice that we
heed comes from people who are not fully qualified to
offer it. They feel—not out of any malice—obligated to
respond when we ask them to. And lacking a full under-
standing of the situation, they do their best and speak
in generalities, which we, in turn, misinterpret and
foolishly take to heart.

Nonetheless, we act on this advice, preferring
to abide by the ill-conceived rationale of others be-
cause it gives us a sense of security about our own
actions. Moreover, it gives us a means by which to
avoid blame in the event that all goes pear-shaped. We
think that it is better to listen to someone else because
the alternative is to take responsibility for our own
decision-making.

When this false perception becomes pervasive—as
I believe it has among Columbia students today—it
shackles the self-reliance of those who hold on to it
too tightly and renders them incapable of distinguish-
ing useful advice from hogwash. Our lives, by nature,
can take on infinite variations. Yet, we can only expect
to receive and process advice in finite quantities and
forms. At a certain point, we have no choice but to real-
ize that we need to make decisions for ourselves and
take responsibility for them.

There is often criticism of the University’s cold
bureaucracy doing little or nothing to help students
along during their time in college. But this criticism is a
product of the expectation that such help should exist
in the first place. Thus, rather than viewing the support
services available to us—both the institutionally-sanc-
tioned and the informal ones—as supplements to our
lives, we contort our lives to suit them. We see advice as
necessary rather than auxiliary.

It is not so much anyone explicitly promising that
they can solve our problems: More so, what we have is
an expectation that we will receive advice when we ask
for it. Essentially, we have a culture of seeking advice
that is hard to define but greatly influenced by the ad-
vising resources at Columbia, the more or less well-de-
fined paths that led us to Columbia, and a greater social
culture of mutual dependence that exists outside of
Columbia, which sees advising in a similar light.

Regardless of why we have such a culture of advice-
seeking, we should be conscious of its effects on us.
When we are told that someone else has answers, we
are de-incentivized from seeking out our own answers.
Yet someone else does not always have answers, or
at least the appropriate answers to questions that are
unique to each of us. When we fall into the habit of re-
lying on others, we become incapable of coming to our
own conclusions.

Lanbo Zhang is a Columbia College junior majoring in
economics and history. He is a former Spectator editorial
page editor. Second Impressions runs alternate Thursdays.

ILLUSTRATION BY LAURA DIEZ DE BALDEON
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PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

FULL MENU @ PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
| WE DELIVER ¢ 0PEN7DAYS |
| SIDEWALK DINING 4t
4 Order online at: VTPIZZERIARESTAURANT.COM

TUESDAY NIGHT ® 152% or wcuUID

(DINE-IN ONLY)

EY

1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.)
663-1708 ® 666-8051

||||||||||||||||||||||||||| - y

LANDMARK
UEST ROOMS

3041 Broadway
at 121* Street
NewYork, NY 10027

l l N I O N Comfortable guest rooms within

the .:"::minar'.\'s walls blend the
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best of old and new. Qur pf_*a-:cl'ul .c,_:arflun is an ideal

spot for strolling, reading, and meditation.

Union is just a short bus or cab ride away from all

the excitement that New York City has to ofter.

Tel: (212) 280-1313 » Fax:(212) 280-1488

Visit us at: www.utsnyc.edu

Exceptional £Egg Donor Needed

Help a loving, married couple
struggling with infertility
realize their dream of becoming parents...

Intended parents working with prestigious Los Angeles IVF clinic
seck the following:

® 100% Korean woman

® Aged 20 and older

® Altruistic nature

® Highly educated with outstanding SAT/ACT scores
® Extremely healthy family history

® Height above 5'3" and slim build

GENEROUS COMPENSATION PLUS ALL TRAVEL AND EXPENSES PAID

Serious tnguiries onfy reply to: newdonor@egedonor.com
T ; )

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$290K for 2 BR, 1 bath co-op on 136
St betw Riverside & B’'way. The apt
has charming accommodations. 10 ft
high ceilings, hardwood floors, laun-
dry in basement. Close to public transp,
CU, Riverbank Pk. Income restrictions
apply. To view, please call Brian at
(212) 831-1368 or email brianresales
@gmail.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$220K for a 2 BR co-op apt in elev
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St
facing St Nicholas Park/City College.
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212)
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

3 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$239K for a 3 BR co-op apt in elev
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St
facing St Nicholas Park/City College.
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212)
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

5 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$165K for 2 BR co-op apt located on
160 St betw B'way and Amsterdam.
Hardwood floors and spacious lay-
out. Close to public transp. Income
restrictions apply. To vew, please call
Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-
anresales@gmail.com

EDITING & TYPING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, efc.).
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422,

EGG DONOR

EARN $8000 A CYCLE
NYC healthy women 19-29 needed as
egg donors. Help someone create a
family. Confidential. Apply at MyDonor.
net

WANTED: 3 OR 4 CREATIVE and en-
trepreneurial Juniors or Seniors to pro-
mote Chinese language product (not
books or language lessons) on cam-
pus through March 31. Will use indi-
rect method. Must have laptop com-
puter. Email contact information to:
hnass1732@gmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212)
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

HOUSE FOR SALE

In Bergenfield, NJ. $350K for a re-
cently renov house with a spacious
layout. The first floor features hicko-
ry hardwood floors, high ceilings, and
an EIK wi/stainless steel appliances
and granite counter tops. The LR has
exposed brick. The master BR has a
bathroom and a small office adjacent
to it. Second floor features 3 BRs and
a bath. Fully furn basement has the
following accommodations: separate
entrance, kitchen, LR, bath, and a BR.
The house is energy efficient and has
solar panels, washer/dryer in base-
ment, huge backyard with deck, and
a car garage. For more info or to view,
please call Brian (212) 831-1368 or
email to brianresales@gmail.com

SPERM DONOR

$$SPERM DONORS WANTEDS$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift
of family through California Cryobank’s
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY
10016. (212) 779-3988.

TATTOO REMOVAL

REMOVE UNWANTED TATTOOS
Board Certified Dermatologist special-
izing exclusively in Laser Tatoo Re-
moval. Columbia alumnus, Class of ‘81.
www. TattooRemovalExpert.com. Call
(212) 358-7500.

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
West 109" Street

[=]
=]

o

SCAR ME FOR AVAILABILITIES
8917.828.4198 » www.Columbiarentalsny.com

TONIGHT:

* FEB. 21

[nformation Session

John Jay lounge

6:00 p.m.

Room Selection
is approaching. Learn
more about your
Housing options
for next year.

housing.columbia.edu



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

BY CHRISTIN ZURBACH
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

One of the largest parts of China, the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, is also
one of the most introverted. But thanks to her
friendship with an Uyghur anthropologist, Lisa
Ross, SoA ’01, offers a rare look at the land-
scape in a new photography series at the Ruben
Museum. “Living Shrines of Uyghur China” of-
fers an exclusive look into a region that has
long been closed off to foreigners. Spectator
sat down with Ross to discuss travel, China,
and Ross’ obsession with deserts.

CHRISTIN ZURBACH: People often talk about
encountering logistical difficulties when
traveling and taking photos. Did you encoun-
ter any obstacles with this project?

Lisa Ross: I actually didn’t. There were a few
times that I was stopped and they asked for
my identity papers or passport, but I was
never asked to leave or put in an unsafe situ-
ation. It’s unusual to travel without a tour
group when you are off the beaten path, but
I really didn’t have any trouble at all.

CZ: Could you explain your vision for this
exhibition? Did the knowledge you gained
from this collaboration affect the way you
photographed?

LR: What’s important is to not create those
kinds of images that we’re used to seeing

COURTESY OF LISA ROSS

DESERT ROSE | Photogtapher Lisa Ross, SoA 01, documents China’s Uyghur region with her work.
SoA alum captures rare look at
China in new photo exhibition

when we’re looking at foreign people and a
foreign place. As a foreigner, that’s always a
tricky situation.

It was really important for me to make
work that was intimate. I wanted to create
images that really captured the holiness of
the place. I wanted for the viewer to have
this experience of what it felt like to be in
these places. As a photographer, what I did
was create portraits of these landscapes.
That’s why they have a little bit of a differ-
ent look than a traditional landscape photo-
graph. I also didn’t want to have people in
the images because I didn’t want to have you
looking at the person looking at the thing,
but rather have you experience the place.

Basically, you are going on a pilgrimage
and you get to pick how you are going to get
there. Are you going to take a motorcycle, a
donkey cart, are you going to walk? When
you get there, what are you going to eat?
Everybody always wants to know, “Who are
the Uyghur people?” and “What do they look
like?” and “What do they eat?” This inter-
active answers a lot of questions about pil-
grimage that normally aren’t answered in
the work. It’s really playful. They are really
fun photographs and it’s very different than
the images on the wall. The videos that are
playing are really about meditation and be-
ing at these holy sites.

SEE CHINA, page 2

Eclectic printmaking exhibit at Neiman
Gallery proves there’s no single narrative

BY SARAH ROTH
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The School of the Arts’ visual artists know how
to make an imprint.

“Fit to Print,” an exhibit that opened Monday,
showcases student work at the LeRoy Neiman
Center for Print Studies. Working in conjunction
with eight specially invited artists, graduate visual
arts students were given free reign over the print-
making techniques and tools available at the center,
with some staggering results.

Curated by Marie Tennyson, the center’s assis-
tant director, the exhibit is decidedly low-key, with a
single door blocking the din of the Dodge Hall lobby
from the silent interior of the exhibit.

Although the show features the standard silk
screens typically associated with prints, it also
makes use of photography, painting, and paper cut-
outs. Leigh Ledare’s “An Invitation,” for instance,
features three huge prints of The New York Times’
front pages from 2011. Plastered over the text are
profiles of nude models with their eyes hidden be-
hind black rectangles.

The artist’s attention to detail is apparent in the
placement of the photographs on the cover page.

KIMBERLY FLORES / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PRINT CLEARLY | Leigh Ledare’s “An Invita-
tion” is one of many mixed-media pieces on display.

The black-and-white models flow seamlessly into
the ink-printed type of the newspaper, the colors
so close that it looks as if they came from the same
printer. In the first print of the series, the nude pro-
file lies perfectly over the cover photo, fitting neatly
within the bounds of the image without hiding the
text around it.

The contrast between the familiar cover of a na-
tional newspaper and the unexpected presence of
the nude models produces a visually evocative piece,
further developed by handwritten captions describ-
ing the artist’s conversation with the models, which
are tacked to the wall below the print.

The exhibit also features more traditional prints.
The screen on Cecily Brown’s “The Crow and the
Kitten,” one of a series of 30 lithograph prints, ap-
pears to be covered in strokes of paint, layered one
on top of another until the blank screen is masked
under blacks, blues, and oranges. The title only made
sense when I took a step closer—what T had mistaken
for a black swatch of color was actually an incred-
ibly detailed raven’s face that was easy to miss amid
the deluge of colors. I searched for more animals in
the wilderness of color, but I was never able to track
down the titular kitten.

One of the subtlest pieces in the exhibit is also
one of the most powerful. Set against the front wall
is artist Dinh Q. Le’s “Fragile Springs,” a series of
screen prints of photos depicting the Arab Spring
uprisings, with figures outlined in thick, gray lines
against a white background. Massive crowds of peo-
ple appear in the prints, and the geometric shapes
produced by their overlapping forms are filled in
with different colors.

While the exhibit is eclectic, its variety does it
justice. If there were to be a unifying theme for the
artwork presented, it would be the idea that there
is no single narrative. As a result, the pieces are not
connected by theme or message, but by a single ques-
tion: What can an artist do with an idea and a studio
filled with printing materials?

With unconventionality giving it its edge, the ex-
hibit highlights not just the artists featured, but also
the talents of their student collaborators, as well as the
Center for Print Studies hidden behind that back door.

“Fit to Print” will run through March 15 in Dodge
Hall’s LeRoy Neiman Gallery. It is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

sarah.roth@columbiaspectator.com
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Dooley recognized for comedy, music

DOOLEY from front page

in your freshman year with
your web show, “And Sarah.”
What prompted you to start
filming?

SD: Michael Cera had a web
series called “Clark and
Michael,” which I watched
obsessively. Over winter
break I went home and was
so bored and frustrated
creatively, and that show
inspired so many ideas and
characters, including the
character of Sarah. I wrote
about three episodes in a
night. I got back to school
and talked to my friend
Rachel, who I knew was in-
terested in filmmaking, and
we were like, “Screw it, let’s
doit.”

NJ: You were written up in the
New York Times while you
were still at Barnard. What
was it like to become sud-
denly known?

SD: It was incredible. At that
point I was so happy that
what I was doing was getting
through to people and making
them laugh. Tt was all kinds of
mind-blowing,. After college I
had to start looking for a job
before I could pursue any-
thing I wanted to do, which
took a while. I was just zero-
ingin on what I wanted to fo-
cus on, which just happened
to be music. Fortunately, op-
portunities just came my way.
My friend Matt Starr, who
was still a senior after I grad-
uated, was studying music
production. He approached
me because, for his thesis,
he wanted to produce a few
songs of mine on Columbia’s
amazing equipment, so I ob-
viously said yes. That turned
into the whole summer, and
we just recorded the entire
album, so that became my

primary focus.

NJ: Was it hard to move from

Morningside Heights to
Queens?

SD: Queens is exactly the same

as the Upper West Side ex-
cept everyone is old and
Greek. The difference is, ev-
eryone is kooky out there. My
landlady is a caricature of a
Queens landlady. Her first
name is Calypso, and her last
name has more x’s than vow-
els. It’s almost cartoonish, but
it’s definitely not the bubble
of Barnard.

NJ: You moved in 2011, and

you recently released the
video for your debut single,
“Peonies.” What happened in
the interim?

SD: I recorded most of the al-

bum while we were talking
about making the video for
“Peonies,” then in the mid-
dle of recording we shot the
video. It took a while—these
things take so much longer
than you think. I just can’t
wait for the album to come
out.

NJ: What was it like making the

video?

SD: I’d used Kickstarter two

summers ago when I want-
ed to fund a play for a festi-
val, and it worked like gang-
busters, so we knew we could
rely on it. The video has this
vintage feel, with the pic-
tures of old movie stars and
my old school style, but ’'m
not afraid of being pigeon-
holed. With a music video
you get a free pass, because
each song and each video
has a distinct feel. Even so,
there is that fear that I’ll be
seen as just another Zooey
Deschanel wearing a dress
and pouring tea.

Making the set was
like magic. It was like I

COURTLAND THOMAS /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Sarah Dooley, BC’11

summoned a genie and said,
“Hey! Build me a set!” and—
boom—it was there. Thad ab-
solutely nothing to do with
it. The crew who worked
on the video were so amaz-
ingly talented. I was blown
away at every step. They
went into this cultural cen-
ter in Bushwick and trans-
formed it, wall-to-wall. The
director, Conor Byrne, has a
brain full of odd, wonderful
props and colors. I worked
with him before on another
film and knew his aesthetic,
so I expected something col-
orful and great, but nothing
like how it turned out.

NJ: What’s next for Sarah

Dooley?

SD: My album “Stupid Things” is

out in the spring, and my pri-
mary goal is to get everyone
to listen to it. Right now, ’'m
just trying to play as much as
possible around New York
City and conjure up a follow-
ing here. Once I have an al-
bum to give out to people, 'd
love to tour. I’d have a Spice
Girls bus, because I'm obvi-
ously Baby Spice.

This interview has been

condensed and edited for
clarity.
arts@columbiaspectator.com

RIVERSIDE AT WORSHIP
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