
INSIDE

Weather

Email
info@columbiaspectator.com

Phone
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555 

Vol. CXXXIV—No. 23 thursday, February 18, 2010 www.columbiaspectator.com

By sarah darville
Spectator Staff Writer

Almost two weeks after a con-
struction worker fell to his death at 
a Columbia construction site, ques-
tions remain about the incident and 
the contractor’s safety record. 

Jozef Wilk, a 51-year-old em-
ployee of Breeze National, died 
on Feb. 5 at 3229 Broadway in 
Manhattanville. The building, 
owned by Columbia, was being 
demolished when Wilk fell from 
third-floor scaffolding on the 
outside of the building into an 
open elevator shaft. 

Immediately after the incident, 
the city’s Department of Buildings 
stopped work on the site. The job 
was being managed by Bovis Lend 
Lease, a global construction com-
pany with deep connections to 
Columbia. Bovis’ New York division 
has been under scrutiny over the 
last three years for safety issues. 

After a fire killed two fire-
fighters in the Deutsche Bank 
building near Ground Zero be-
ing demolished by Bovis in 2007, 
the city launched an investiga-
tion into the conditions that al-
lowed for the deaths.  

According to Department 
of Investigations documents, a 
Bovis site safety manager was 
eventually indicted for falsifying 
safety documents and the com-
pany agreed to a non-prosecution 
agreement that included promis-
es to hire new safety employees. 

“The company had worked on 
capital projects for the University 
for more than ten years and had 
experience with large New York 
City-based projects,” said Dan 
Held, director of communications 
for Columbia facilities.  

Bovis spokesperson Mary 
Costello said the investigation into 
the Columbia incident is still ongo-
ing. “We are committed to learn-
ing from this incident and ensur-
ing that our job sites are run safely 
and in compliance with all relevant 
safety rules and regulations,” she 
said in a statement. 

Department of Buildings re-
cords show that the permit issued 
in October 2009 to Breeze National, 
a subcontractor at the site, was in 
the name of Toby Romano, Jr. Court 
records indicate that Romano was 
convicted in 1988 of bribing a pub-
lic official to refrain from reporting 
Environmental Protection Agency 
violations at demolition jobs.  

Walter South, chair of the 
Landmarks and Preservation 
committee of Community Board 

9, said he had serious concerns 
about the death.  

“When something is called an 
accident, it’s probably something 
that’s going on repeatedly. There are 
probably many, many safety viola-
tions going on,” he said.

“My guess is that they gave the 
contract to the cheapest guy, rather 
than the most qualified, and they 
can’t make money unless they cut 
corners,” South added.

Held said that the process for 
choosing Bovis for the work was 
standard policy.  

“Consistent with University 
policy, there was a competitive 
process for the selection of a con-
struction manager for the project 
which includes the 3229 Broadway 
site.  Among the key criteria were 
a strong commitment to environ-
mental health and work site safety, 
company and key staff project expe-
rience and a commitment to work-
ing with minority, women-owned 
and locally-owned businesses,” he 
said in a statement. 

Published reports say that 
Bovis is currently under joint in-
vestigation by the FBI, the U.S. 
Attorney’s office in Brooklyn, and 
the Manhattan District Attorney’s 
office for overbilling.

Robert Nardoza, spokesman for 
the Brooklyn’s attorney, said, “Local 
rules preclude us from confirming 
or denying an investigation,” but ac-
knowledged that the investigation 
had been reported elsewhere.

The Manhattan District 
Attorney’s office also declined to 
comment. 

Ramon Diaz, owner of Floridita 
Restaurant and Tapas Bar across 
the street from the demolition site, 
said that he has spoken with con-
struction workers who have come 
in since the incident who have not 
voiced safety concerns. 

“These guys, apparently they’ve 
been told not to talk much. They’re 
careful and cautious about why they 
say. They’re taking care of their com-
pany and their jobs. … They always 
seem to have their safety harnesses, 
jackets, hard hats on,” Diaz said. 

According to the police report, 
Wilk was treated for cardiac arrest 
at the scene before being taken to St. 
Luke’s Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival. 

Diaz said that the construction 
workers thought that he fell into the 
shaft inadvertently after having the 
heart attack.

In a statement Bovis released 
after the Deutsche investigation, 

SEAS embraces stem cell 
research, technology

By hien truong
Spectator Staff Writer 

Stem cell research is one of 
the latest currents to hit the 
world of science, and with the 
creation of a new state-funded 
research project at Columbia, 
the University is among the in-
stitutions following the trend. 

The interdisciplinary nature of 
stem cell research at Columbia—
drawing upon research in such 
diverse fields as biomedical engi-
neering, biology, computer science, 
and physics—gives students access 
to the field from a number of back-
grounds, professors say. 

Research into stem cells, which 
are characterized by their ability to 
become a variety of different types 
of cells, has allowed scientists to 
transform the cells into tissue- or 
organ-specific cells.

“Eventually, these cells will be 
utilized with other advanced tech-
nologies to repair or replace organs 
and tissue in human patients,” 
said Gordana Vunjak-Novakovic, 

a professor of biomedical engi-
neering and a leading figure in 
Columbia’s stem cell research ini-
tiative. As the population ages, re-
generative medicine becomes in-
creasingly important, she added.

In 2008, Vunjak-Novakovic led 
a group of 26 researchers from six 
different departments to establish 
the project, called the Functional 
Imaging Core for Stem Cell 
Research. The Core, funded by a 
$1 million grant from New York 
State Stem Cell Science, which 
“works to assist advances in stem 
cell biology related scientific dis-
coveries,” according to its website, 
is made up of a set of top-of-the-
line equipment, available to all 
faculty and students. 

In 2009, the researchers also ob-
tained more than $200,000 in fund-
ing for the planning of a Stem Cell 
Consortium, a community of stem 
cell researchers at the Columbia 
University Medical School.

“As the promise of stem cells 

Campus groups attempt to 
collaborate on Haiti aid

By MADINA TOURE AND 
LEAH GREENBAUM

Columbia Daily Spectator 

While the disaster in Haiti 
has prompted initiatives across 
campus, for some councils 
and student 
groups, join-
ing together in 
a unified effort 
is not always a 
simple task. 

Several 
campus groups 
are taking their 
cues from an 
umbrella orga-
nization, while 
others say say 
that cross-club coordination can 
be challenging. For some students 
though, this kind of major global 
issue is an opportunity to con-
nect otherwise disparate campus 
groups in a meaningful way.

Since the 7.3-magnitude earth-
quake hit Haiti on Jan. 12, killing 
tens of thousands and decimating 

the country, campus groups have 
spearheaded aid initiatives. An 
umbrella coalition—formed by the 
Haitian Students Association, the 
Caribbean Students Association, 
and the Columbia-Barnard chap-
ter of GlobeMed—has been lead-

ing the way 
with for many 
with forums, 
meetings, and 
initiatives in-
cluding a table 
for the coali-
tion at Glass 
House Rocks 
to promote 
donations and 
awareness. 

According 
to Student Government 
Association President Katie 
Palillo, BC ’10, the cause has 
united class councils, which are 
“in almost continuous contact.”

For other councils, the coali-
tion itself has served as a source 

CU contractor has a record of 
unsafe working conditions

Fatal fall raises 
new questions

“People tend to rally 
around those things. 

I don’t think that’s 
unique to Columbia.”

—ESC President Whitney 
Green, SEAS ’10

help for haiti, page 2

Engineering Week Mixer

Mix, discuss science, be merry. 
Low Rotunda, 6 p.m.

Today’s Events

Bridging the Divide

The Muslim Students Association 
talks about the Sunni and Shia sects.

418 Barnard Hall, 7 p.m.

The Columbia men’s basketball 
team needs to control the paint 
if it wants to salvage its 
conference season. When the 
Lions outscore or equal their 
opponents inside, they’re 2-1. 
When they don’t, they’re 1-4. 

Basketball switches 
offensive focus

Sports, back page

Ferris Booth Commons kicked 
off a free monthly cooking class 
series for students. The first class, 
on Tuesday, led by chefs from 
Columbia’s local food purveyor, 
showed attendees how to make 
gourmet macaroni and cheese.

Mac and cheese made 
with mac and ease

A&E, page 3

Tony Gong explains why he’s 
loving Columbia’s lack of loving.

Heartbreak kid

Opinion, page 4
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City plans 
phaseout of 

‘dirty oil’

42 / 29

Today

41 / 29

TomorrowThough Columbia may be 
diverse, its groups have a little 
too much in common.

Race to be interracial

By catherine mas
Spectator Staff Writer 

Robin Kerner may not have 
specifics on what’s in the air 
in her 110th Street and Broad-
way apartment, but she senses 
it’s unhealthy. 

“In the winter, when the 
windows are closed all the 
time, I do notice it’s harder to 
breathe. It makes me very con-
cerned about what I can do to 
find out what’s in the air in my 
apartment,” Kerner said. 

Kerner did not know 
what type of oil her building 
burned. 

“I’m wondering how I could 
find that out,” she said. “It’s 
something we should know.”

As it turns out, Kerner’s is 
one of many Upper West Side 
residential buildings that burn 
No. 6 oil, also known as residu-
al fuel oil or unrefined sludge. 
No. 4 and No. 6 oils emit toxic 
soot and nickel, substances 
that have serious negative con-
sequences on health and on the 
climate.

The Environmental Defense 
Fund released a report last 
December that specifies the 
pollutants associated with No. 
4 and 6 oil and outlines policy 
recommendations that aim to 
solve the city’s problem by en-
forcing a switch in heating oils 
from No. 4 and 6 to the signifi-
cantly cleaner options of No. 2 
oil or natural gas.

The EDF’s report singled 
out the Upper West Side as one 
of the neighborhoods with the 
highest concentration of “dirty 
buildings.” Though just 1 per-
cent of New York City’s build-
ings use No. 4 or 6 oil, that 1 
percent contributes to 87 per-
cent of the City’s total soot 
emitted from burning heating 
oil. These dirty fuels are det-
rimental to air quality because 
they emit higher levels of PM 
2.5 (soot), sulfur dioxides, ni-
trogen oxides, and carbon di-
oxide than the emissions of No. 
2 oil or natural gas.

“PM 2.5 is dangerous to 
health because the particulates 
are very small—the diameter 
of human hair—and when you 
inhale them, they go deep into 
your lungs, and there’s clear 

evidence that by inhaling PM 
2.5, you’re at a much higher 
risk of serious health issues 
like lung cancer, asthma, heart 
disease, and even premature 
death,” said Paul Reale, chief 
executive officer and founder 

of Green Allowance and a 
member of Community Board 
7’s Green Committee. He pre-
sented the EDF’s report at the 
most recent Community Board 
7 meeting.

The major policy 

recommendation the EDF sug-
gests is to phase out use of No. 
4 and 6 in buildings by 2020. 
Currently, the city allows many 
buildings to burn dirty fuels. The 

hzara castany for spectator
soot  |  Historic buildings in Harlem and Morningside Heights, such as the Britannica, burn harmful No. 4 
and No. 6 oils. The soot from these oils poses a danger to both the environment and public health.

anthony yim / staff photographer
construction  |  A worker’s death has raised questions of site safety.seas, page 7

construction, page 2

HEATING OIL, page 2
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Bovis said, “In order that something 
positive come out of this tragedy, 
Bovis pledges to institute reforms 
to enhance safety on all Bovis sites 
in New York City.” 

South said that he doubts 
those protocols were being 
strictly followed. 

“How in the hell can you have 
an open window in an elevator 
shaft? It’s beyond me. There should 
have been a barrier or netting of 
some kind. It can’t possibly just be 
an accident, it has to be a whole 
culture of lack of safety,” he said. 

Held said that the University was 
confident in Bovis’s record. 

“Bovis Lend Lease developed a 
thorough safety plan for the work it 
is doing for Columbia.  The fire … 
occurred in August 2007. We have 
closely monitored how the compa-
ny has responded to investigations 
and continue to do so,” he said. 

of guidance for the Engineering 
Student Council and other 
groups—the ESC, said President 
Whitney Green, SEAS ’10, has been 
following the umbrella group’s 
lead in planning initiatives.

Sue Yang, CC ’10 and Columbia 
College Student Council president, 
said that CCSC is trying to increase 
communication between the coali-
tion and administrators.

But piecemeal campus efforts 
may need a push to effectively 
work together. 

“It seems like each group is 
acting independently and it might 
be nice to do something collec-
tive, so we’re exploring that,” said 
Marita Wright, GS and student 

life delegate-at-large for GSSC.
Trisha Gill, GS and vice 

president of student life for the 
General Studies Student Council, 
said that GSSC is working on co-
ordinating a large outdoor event 
to raise funds for Haiti and said 
that GSSC is working on coordi-
nating a large outdoor event to 
raise funds for Haiti, and is also 
interested in sizing up how all the 
schools are participating

“But it would require student 
groups to be involved in one proj-
ect,” she noted. Gill and others also 
worried that the immediacy of the 
cause would fade before disparate 
initiatives could be incorporated 
into one initiative. 

“It seems like the American at-
tention span is very short,” said 

Wendy Carlson, SIPA/Social Work 
’11 and a member of SIPA’s Human 
Rights Working Group. “There’s al-
ways a great rush to aid, which is 
fantastic, but it always tapers off.”

Greek organizations have also 
been getting involved. Sigma Chi 
fraternity is hosting a video game 
competition in which the winning 
team will take home 20 percent of 
the money and the other 80 percent 
will go toward buying supplies for 
Delta Gamma’s fundraising drive or 
the American Red Cross.

“As far away as we are, and 
with as little money as we have, 
we want to do whatever we can,” 
Sam Cecil, CC ’12 and a Sigma 
Chi member, said. 

At a coalition meeting last 
month, members discussed 

choosing one charity that the 
entire university could support, 
but most groups have been do-
nating to charities that suit their 
organization’s interest.

Felicia Pappas, CC ‘11 and a 
member of Delta Gamma sorority 
who is coordinating the sorority’s 
Hope for Haiti Challenge, said it 
was important to her sorority to 
support a charity that would help 
women and children.

Sorority members have been go-
ing door-to-door on Frat Row ask-
ing Greek organizations to collect 
medical supplies and clothing for 
the NYC-based non-profit MADRE 
that delivers goods directly to wom-
en and children in Haiti. 

Groups maintain that it was 
the earthquake’s impact on a 

diverse set of people that called 
for a team effort.

“People tend to rally around 
those things,” Green said. “I don’t 
think that’s unique to Columbia.”

Maya Cohen, BC ’10 and 
President of GlobeMed— a na-
tional student organization that 
works with grassroots organiza-
tions to improve health amongst 
the impoverished—said that the is-
sue has brought GlobeMed togeth-
er with both humanitarian groups 
and other groups on campus.

“Working together through 
Haiti has allowed us to forge 
relationships with different 
groups,” Cohen said. 

But Yang stressed that the 
large number of groups on 
campus with specific goals in 

mind makes working together 
challenging.

“I think there’s a lot of partner-
ships that occur with the fewer 
number of groups and groups that 
are more aligned,” she said. “We 
have 450 student groups that all 
have specific goals and objectives.”

She said that the only opportu-
nity for groups to come together 
is “when something instigates or 
when some event occurs on the out-
side” but admitted that “it certainly 
is something that would be great to 
see more of.”

“Everyone’s on different sched-
ules. ... It’s typical, you can’t coor-
dinate the entire university,” Gill 
said.

news
@columbiaspectator.com

City plans to change heating 
oil to improve air quality

Worker death raises questions of safety 

Coordinating campus groups for cause can be difficult, student leaders say

zara castany for spectator
oil  |  According to the Environmental Defense Fund, the Upper West Side has one of the highest concentrations of “dirty buildings” in the 
city due to the burning of No. 4 and No. 6 oil. Mayor Michael Bloomberg plans to introduce legislation to reduce the use of the oil. 

help for haiti from front page

only regulation is that the build-
ing’s boilers be checked every 
three years by the Department of 
Environmental Protection.

“It’s akin to a license to pol-
lute,” Reale said.

New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg intends 
to introduce regulation to 
eliminate use of No. 4 and 6, 
spokesman Jason Post said, and 
Isabelle Silverman, an attorney 
with the EDF, said that the EDF 
is working with the Mayor’s 
Office of Long Term Planning 
and Sustainability to issue a 
rule that would eventually ban 
the use of dirty fuels.

“No. 6 oil is cheaper than No. 
2 oil, so without a rule or regula-
tion, very few buildings are go-
ing to switch to cleaner fuels,” 
Silverman said. “The cleaning of 
dirty heating oil is really the only 
thing that is in the city’s power 
to do to clean up the air in New 
York City substantially.”

Upper West Side Assemblyman 
Daniel O’Donnell has been work-
ing to address the issue by intro-
ducing legislation that would 
regulate the grade of heating oil 
that buildings use.

“I am proud to be the prime 
sponsor of legislation which 
would ban the use of No. 4 and 
No. 6 grade heating oil in resi-
dential buildings,” O’Donnell 
said. “The issue was first brought 
to my attention by constituents 
concerned about their and their 

family’s health. In 2008, I intro-
duced a bill that would ban the 
use of No. 6 fuel oil. That bill 
was expanded to include a ban 
on No. 4 heating oil and reintro-
duced this legislative session.”

Environmental experts agree 
that residual fuel pollutants are 
damaging to public health. Dr. 
Steve Chillrud, senior research 
scientist at Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory and codirector of the 
Exposure Assessment Facility 
Core of Columbia’s Center for 
Environmental Health, said that 
there is a long history of studies 
on PM 2.5 and metals and their 
associations with both respiratory 
and cardiovascular problems.

Switching to cleaner fu-
els “makes a lot of sense both 
from a health perspective and 
a maintenance perspective,” 
Chillrud said.

Chillrud suggested that 
buildings use ultra-low sulfur 
versions of No. 2, the same oil 
that diesel trucks now burn, as 
it would make a big difference 
in the city’s overall air quality.

Franklin Legarda is the superin-
tendent at 905 West End Ave., a resi-
dential building that burns No. 6 oil. 
According to Legarda, the building 
burns five thousand gallons of the 
unrefined sludge every 15 days.

“I don’t think it’s going to 
change,” Legarda said when 
asked if the building would 
look into switching to a cleaner 
option. “It’s a big boiler.”

news
@columbiaspectator.com

construction from front page

anthony yim / staff photographer
safety  |  Contractor Bovis Lend Lease, which oversees constructions on 
some Columbia buildings, has had a spotty safety record.  

HEATING OIL from front page

The incident has been closed 
as a criminal case, according to 
Detective Cheryl Christin from the 
NYPD’s public information office.  

“Had he been pushed, this 
would be a criminal accident, but 
this accident has nothing to do 

with us … We have to investigate 
in terms of closing paper work, but 
no criminality,” she said.  

Breeze National did not respond 
to multiple requests for comment.

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

graphic by jin chen

Many Upper West Side 
residential buildings burn 

No. 6 oil, also known as 
unrefined sludge. 



By paula gergen
Columbia Daily Spectator

There may be no such thing as a free 
lunch, but students can now take advan-
tage of a free dinner prepared for them 

by professional chefs. 
Ferris Booth Commons 

has begun offering free 
monthly cooking classes. 

The first class, held on Tuesday, featured 
a tutorial on making gourmet maca-
roni and cheese. Chefs from J. Kings 
Food Service Professionals, Inc., a Long 
Island company that is Columbia’s lo-
cal food purveyor, lead the classes. The 
February class was led by chefs Tom 
Mulzoff and Sean Coleman.  

According to Christopher Neary, 
corporate executive chef at J. Kings, 
the classes arose as an attempt to “put 
some excitement into your [Columbia’s] 
dining system” by “providing a different 
type of a culinary service.” 

John King, president of J. Kings, em-
phasized the local aspect of his com-
pany’s products and their role in the 
dishes at the classes—“local,” for King, 
means anything grown within 100 miles 
of Columbus Circle or within New York 
state. For instance, the pasta used at the 
class was manufactured in New Jersey, 
the milk was from New York state, and 
the butter from Vermont.  

Macaroni and cheese was chosen 
for the first class because J. Kings “re-
ally just wanted to make it fun” and felt 
that it was important to “start off really 
basic,” as King said. Inspired in part by 
the popularity of such restaurants as 
S’MAC with college students, J. Kings 

believed the dish would have universal 
appeal on Columbia’s campus and be 
easily adaptable to dorm kitchens. “The 
idea of mac and cheese is that you can’t 
make it wrong,” King said.  

Mulzoff led students through the 
demonstration on how to create the ba-
sic béchamel sauce step by step, which 
can be used for all versions of macaroni 
and cheese. Though recipes were distrib-
uted to participants, the demonstration 
helped clarify the steps for students. 
“Cooking is go by feel, go by your heart,” 
Mulzoff said while stirring the sauce.   

While the chefs were finishing up the 
sauce, students were allowed the oppor-
tunity to sample the three different kinds 
of macaroni and cheese that the chefs 
had previously prepared for the class: 
four cheese, buffalo chicken, and ba-
con cheeseburger, all topped with bread 
crumbs and baked in the oven. Mulzoff 
pointed out that the bread crumbs not 
only add texture to the dish, but they also 
help absorb the excess oil and prevent 
grease from collecting at the top. 

The freshly prepared sauce was then 
used to create versions of macaroni 
and cheese requested by participants 
with the various ingredients J. Kings 
provided. For instance, additional ver-
sions included one with mushrooms, 
Gruyère, and chicken, and one with 
green apples and pecans.  

Students in attendance seemed en-
thusiastic about the these cooking classes 
and inspired by the dishes. “It [the class] 
just gave me a whole new spin on maca-
roni and cheese,” Norita Mengu, CC ’13, 
said. “I never thought I’d put apples in 
my mac and cheese but I loved it.”
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Scorsese heads in new direction to ‘Shutter Island’
By rachel allen

Spectator Staff Writer

A highly-esteemed director’s evolv-
ing oeuvre is constantly critiqued and 
analyzed, but every once in a while he or 

she should be allowed to have a 
little unadulterated fun. 

For Martin Scorsese, fun 
means “Shutter Island,” his 1950’s psych-
ward detective drama and homage to 
B-horror flicks, where the protagonist 
is unironically called “boss” and a wide 
brimmed fedora fills every corner of the 
theater’s widescreen. 

At a “Shutter Island” press conference, 
Scorsese and stars Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Sir Ben Kingsley discussed their de-
scent into the madhouse that resides on 
the film’s titular location.

Scorsese’s muse DiCaprio is Teddy 
Daniels, a U.S. marshal investigating the 
escape of a patient at the prison-slash-
mental institution on Shutter Island, 
where everyone answers to the quietly 
domineering Dr. Cawley (Kingsley). 
A bone-shaking gale, a mysterious 

lighthouse, and a haunted past contrive 
to keep Teddy on the island. Nothing 
is what it seems and Scorsese doesn’t 
let the audience believe what they’re 
seeing for a minute.  

“The film is very much being pub-
licized as—and is—a thriller in a lot 
of ways with the surprise ending or 
with terrifying elements to it, and very 
much a genre piece,” DiCaprio said at 
the conference. “But at the end of the 
day it is what Martin Scorsese does 
best and that is portraying something 
about humanity and human nature and 
who we are as people.” 

And DiCaprio is right. The most im-
pressive moments of the film are char-
acter driven—heavily psychological 
and well-acted scenes with DiCaprio, 
Kingsley, and the rest of the strong sup-
porting cast members—rather than the 
manufactured “horror” details that come 
in the form of hallucinations and some-
what misplaced Holocaust imagery.  

What is most apparent after viewing 
the film is Scorsese’s unyielding admi-
ration for the B-horror genres. Equal 

parts film-buff and director, Scorsese 
tried to infuse every shot with a little 
bit of history. The film “draws a lot on a 
kind of very very long memory of films 
that I’ve seen and books that I’ve read 
and music that I’ve listened to over 
the years,” Scorsese said, citing cult-
icon Jacques Tourneur’s “Cat People” 
and “Out of the Past” as influences. 
Scorsese humbly gave the B-movie au-
teur his due: “I can’t reach that level of 
Tourneur, he was remarkable.” 

A more cinematically intellectual and 
complex film than many blockbuster 
horror films in recent memory, Kingsley 
pinpointed what makes Scorsese one of 
the greatest living directors. “Marty di-
rects like a lover,” he said. “Everything is 
held together by affection, affection for 
his craft, affection for his actors, affec-
tion for his crew, affection for the mate-
rial, and affection for the great journey 
of cinema in our lives.” 

But the film was no simple love-fest 
between those involved. DiCaprio ad-
mitted that becoming his complex char-
acter were “some of the most hardcore 
filming experiences I’ve ever had... It 
was like reliving trauma in a way—it 
was pretty intense.” 

Scorsese agreed. “When you see rain 
and wind hitting the actors, to the level 
it’s almost impossible for them to move 
in the frame, this was a brutalizing expe-
rience for them—for everybody,” he said. 
“This is the way films are made.”  

While “Shutter Island” never quite 
rises to the level of artistry as Scorsese’s 
already-acknowledged classics “Taxi 
Driver” and the more recent “The 
Departed,” it doesn’t really have to. 
This is a different game. Let Scorsese 
have his mind-twisting fun.  After all 
the hard work he put into winning his 
first Best Director Oscar three years 
ago, he deserves it. 

courtesy of paramount pictures

castaway  |  Leonardo DiCaprio stars in Scorsese’s new drama “Shutter Island.” 

Junoon’s Ahmed rocks MSA’s 
Islam Awareness Week
By cyrus mCGOLDRICK

Columbia Daily Spectator

“Anyone got a 12-string guitar?” 
Salman Ahmed—musician, doctor, 

United Nations Goodwill Ambassador, 
and now author—strolled to 
the stage at the Columbia 
Journalism School on 

Wednesday as part of the Muslim 
Students Association’s Islam Awareness 
Week. Ahmed is the founder, lead sing-
er, and guitar player of Pakistani rock 
band Junoon, called by many “the U2 
of Asia” with fans worldwide including 
Bono himself.  

Embodying the oft-mentioned “new 
Muslim cool”: sneakers, slacks, and a 
t-shirt reading “Coexist” under a khaki 
jacket and furry hat turned backwards, 
Ahmed captured his audience with a 
powerful song on acoustic guitar (lyr-
ics courtesy of 13th century poet Amir 
Khosrow). 

Afterwards, he sat down with news 
anchor Daljit Dhaliwal for an informal 
interview that traced his path from 
Pakistan to New York and back again. 
His anecdotes were endearing, his 
memories familiar, and every tangent 
captivating and true to the identity he 
presented. He reminisced about being 
introduced to rock by classmate Danny 
Spitz (years later the lead guitarist of the 
band Anthrax), who gave him a ticket 
to his first concert: Led Zeppelin. He 
described his family’s pressure against 
pursuing music as a career, talked about 

“jamming” with famous Sufi qawwali 
singers, all while quoting the prophet 
Muhammad  on the value of education 
and discussing his dreams for a more 
peaceful world.  

Before he retired to shake hands, 
sign books, and take pictures with his 
supporters, he finished the two-hour 
session with three more songs, invit-
ing the audience to sing along. Mr. 
Ahmed sings from a heart trained bet-
ter than his voice, bending in and out 
of notes, hitting each one with the im-
pressive spiritual force that has moved 
crowds for fifteen years from Lahore to 
Los Angeles. His fingers move effort-
lessly between mystical ragas and notes 
from the blues, adding the rhythm of 
the heartbeat to poetry spun from the 
souls of Sufi masters. 

“Never did I think I was playing a 
Western instrument,” Ahmed explained. 
“I was just jamming.” 

Mr. Ahmed’s career has been full of 
what many may perceive as an ironic 
juxtaposition of identity, but he uses his 
position for such humanitarian and so-
cial good that one could not imagine a 
better example of the unity of humanity, 
a better reminder that East vs. West is 
merely a “false dichotomy created for 
marketing purposes.”  

“We live in a time of crisis,” he said, 
while discussing the problems facing 
Muslims in the West. “But you know the 
Chinese word for crisis, don’t you?” 

The answer came from the front 
row: “opportunity.”

Food &
Drink

Film

Monthly Ferris Booth cooking classes to redefine ‘Easy-Bake’

By gwen dipert
Columbia Daily Spectator

The recorder—in all of its cheap yel-
low plastic glory—may be the first instru-
ment that many American students learn 

to play. But few students have 
chosen to pursue playing the 
instrument professionally.

These few, however, include the inter-
nationally acclaimed Flanders Recorder 
Quartet. On Feb. 20, the group will make 
its Miller Theatre debut with “Circa 1600” 
at the American Academy of Arts & 
Letters as part of Miller’s ongoing Early 
Music Series. Founded in 1987, the quar-
tet has played more than 1,500 concerts in 
42 countries and has toured the U.S. twice 
a year for the past four years.

Part of FRQ’s success may be owed 
to each member’s mastery of a relative-
ly obscure instrument, but most of its 
success is likely a product of the excite-
ment with which the group approaches 
its playing, as well as the group’s unique 
musical programs.

“Circa 1600” will provide a sample 
of the music that held sway during the 
Baroque era in Europe from the end of 
the 16th to the middle of the 18th cen-
tury. The period was characterized by a 
shift that took place from purely vocal to 
instrumental music and the emergence of 
much bolder musical expression.

Despite the recorder’s massive popu-
larity during the Baroque era, though, 
pieces written solely for the recorder are 
hard to find. “We think that the biggest 
composers did not write for the record-
er,” Tom Beets, who has played with FRQ 
for the past four years, said. 

So how does the group find music to 
play? For a recorder quartet, there is just 
no easy way, so flexibility is key. Two of 
the pieces in the “Circa 1600” program 
were originally written for organ, one for 
voice, another for keyboard, and the rest 
for various collections of instruments 
(though no groups of recorders). Quartet 
members must arrange nearly their en-
tire repertoire from music that they can 
never be 100 percent sure was ever writ-
ten with the recorder in mind.

It might be argued, then, that the 
quartet’s performance couldn’t possibly 
be authentically Baroque. Columbia 
music professor Susan Boynton, who 
specializes in early monastic vocal 
music, seriously objects to this accu-
sation. “‘Authenticity’ is a term that’s 
been seriously misused,” she said. 
Instrumentalists during the Baroque 
era were flexible too, Boynton said, 
and would adapt music for their in-
struments just as the Flanders Quartet 
has. A successful period performance 
serves as more than a note-for-note 
reproduction of the work. “The spirit 

of it [the music] must be preserved in a 
modern transcription,” Boynton said.

To stay close to the piece’s original 
style, the quartet draws from a private col-
lection of 67 recorders, and often borrows 
more, to choose those that are as period
—and musically—appropriate as possible. 
Though the recorder is known for its lack 
of dynamic range, this does not limit ex-
pressiveness in a performance, especially, 
as Beets said, if each of the four players 
pays close attention to the nuances of his 
playing and to one another.

The location for the performance has 
also been specially chosen for the quar-
tet. According to Miller Theatre’s Director 
Melissa Smey, the auditorium at the 
American Academy of Arts & Letters is 
more acoustically appropriate for early 
music than Miller Theatre.

When the Flanders Recorder Quartet 
takes the stage on Saturday, even if the 
notes and the instruments and the 
concert hall aren’t exactly as they were 
nearly 400 years ago, the spirit of the 
Baroque era may very well leap through 
time and space to reach audience mem-
bers all in one piece.

Music

Time:  Feb. 20 at 8 p.m.
Place:  Miller Theatre
Cost:  $7 with CUID

Where It’s At

Recorders charm Miller with Baroque pieces

xueli wang for spectator

mac and pleasing  |  At the first Ferris Booth Commons cooking class, chefs from Columbia’s local food purveyor introduced 
innovative and easy recipes to students looking to make macaroni and cheese, one of which listed apples as an ingredient.

fatima versi for spectator

journey  |  Pakistani musician and UN Goodwill ambassador Salman Ahmed visited 
the Journalism school to read excerpts from his book and play some of his songs.

Music
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A
fter a pro-
ductive 
meeting 
of student 
leaders 
hoping to 
respond 
to the 
Haitian 
earth-

quake, the exit to Lerner Cinema 
was obstructed by a lone student 
handing out fliers. The meeting’s 
attendees accepted these absent-
mindedly, thinking they were 
advertisements for some future 
fundraiser or Haiti-concerned 
club meeting. However, further 
observation revealed that far 
from supporting the attempts to 
save the Haitian people, the fliers 
had a different message: Stop the 
invasion of Haiti by the American 
military! In a not entirely sur-
prising move, the members 
of the International Socialist 
Organization at Columbia were 
hoping to spread the word about 
how, despite the deceptive appear-
ance of handing out food, water, 
medical assistance, and critical 
infrastructure, the American 
military was actually planning on 
invading Haiti in another suspi-
cious imperialist plot.

Though I recognized that 
this view was a marginal one on 
campus, I realized that its basis—a 
mistrust of our military—is not 
unfamiliar at Columbia. In discus-
sions about the wars in Iraq or 
Afghanistan, condemnation of 
motives sometimes spills over to 
criticism of the military. As the 
most visible arm of American ac-
tivity, the military is an easy target. 
After considering this attitude, 
I have come to hypothesize that 
there are two primary strains of 
anti-military bias on our campus.

The first is the view of the 
military as an imperialist force. 
Usually couched in terms that are 
less blunt than those employed 
by the Columbia Socialists, this 
attitude considers the military to 
be actively engaged in advancing 
America’s imperialist interests. 
“Never mind all the other reasons 
for going into Iraq—we’re in it for 
the oil!” In this sense, the mili-
tary appears to warrant disdain 
because it seeks the subjugation of 
the world’s people and resources 
for America’s benefit.

The second strain of anti-
military bias is focused more at 
home. From my discussions with 
Columbians, I have found that 
many students here view the mili-
tary as an organization that takes 
advantage of unwitting young 
Americans and gets them to en-
list without really knowing what 
they are doing or having a say 
in the matter. In many students’ 
minds, the military imposes itself 
on the inner city and takes ad-
vantage of desperate poor people 
who have little choice but to take 
up a gun and uniform.

Of course, these opinions are 
not completely baseless. In the 
past, the military has been the 
most visible part of American 
imperialist activity. There is a 

disproportionately large number 
of low-income individuals in the 
military. However, allowing these 
facts to poison one’s view of the 
military results in some important 
consequences for our campus and 
community.

With the perception of the 
military as an imperialist force 
comes an unproductive diversion 
of discussion. Admittedly, there 
needs to be passionate exploration 
into imperialism and its detri-
mental effects throughout history. 
However, that discussion strays 
into nonsense if there is a widely 
held belief that the U.S. military is 
somehow imperialistic in itself. In 
reality, the military is merely the 
means through which the political 
and cultural climate at home dis-
plays itself. Feel free to criticize our 
policies as imperialist, but don’t 
confuse the policy-makers with 
the policy-enforcers. Clear and 
honest scholarly discussion can 
only come when we understand 
the root causes of situations that 
we find objectionable.

The opinion that the military 
is some sort of predatory orga-
nization that unfairly tempts our 
youth into enlisting serves only 
to create a culture on campus that 
limits the diversity of opinion that 
we allegedly prize. Columbia’s 
ban on ROTC, though primar-
ily continued because of opposi-
tion to Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, is 
also supported by a resistance 
to military culture on campus. 
During last year’s referendum, 
some students voiced concerns 
about the prospect of military 
recruiters on campus, which 
revealed this prejudice. Instead 
of just labeling the military as 
predatory, let’s allow it a voice at 
Columbia so that we can engage 
it in discussion. Assuming that 
DADT is repealed, I think having 
ROTC on campus would open 
the door to having a new group of 
students at Columbia who could 
contribute a meaningful voice 
to campus. Instead of viewing 
people involved with the military 
as “victims” of the military’s siren 
call, we would probably come to 
recognize that people who are 
involved with the military are not 
victims, but individuals with val-
ues and opinions that are unfortu-
nately underrepresented here.

Hopefully these observ-
able detriments are enough to 
spur some change in how our 
University culture perceives the 
military. However, it would be 
even more meaningful if on top 
of simply correcting fallacious 
presuppositions, we could wholly 
change our view of the military. 
Instead of viewing the military as 
institution only, what would hap-
pen if we were to take time to con-
sider the people who make it up? 
Those individuals who potentially 
sacrifice their lives for the continu-
ation of the liberties and privi-
leges that we enjoy in this country 
deserve not only to be tolerated—
they deserve to be honored.

Derek Turner is a Columbia 
College sophomore majoring 
in anthropology and political 

science. Opening Remarks runs 
alternate Thursdays. 

On the front lines 
of prejudice

O p en i ng 
Rem ar k s

D e re k 
Tu rn e r

by Yohana beyene

I love Columbia. I have said this many 
times to my friends, family and any other 
person who has asked me how college has 
been thus far. The reasons for my claim are 
infinite.  Coming to John Jay 15 was fright-
ening, and although I was a little 
annoyed at first, I have come 
to love the people I call my 
floormates. It has come 
to the point where I 
feel I can have an 
honest conversa-
tion in our lit-
tle penthouse 
about almost 
anything—
and when I 
say anything, 
I mean it. 
During my 
first month 
at Columbia, 
one of my 
good friends 
here asked 
me why I only 
hung around 
black people. I 
was surprised not so 
much by the question it-
self as much as by the fact that 
my friend had the courage to ask 
me in the first place. I began to 
think about the question. Let me 
say that, first and foremost, John Jay 
15 is black. It has come to everyone’s atten-
tion that our floor is predominantly made up 
of people of color, and by that I mean non-
white. After thinking about the people I hung 
around with the most, I quickly realized that 
my closest friends at Columbia were black.

As I recalled the faces of my closest friends 
throughout my lifetime, I began to notice that 
they had all been people of color, except for 
the two close white friends I had until the age 
of 10. Their names were Jessica and Jillian, 
and we were as close as best friends could get. 
I wondered why I barely spoke to them now. 
They were both girls who lived in my build-
ing, and Jillian moved away when I was about 
11. As I grew older, I was forced to learn more 

about who I was, and what that meant in so-
ciety. I was born in the United States, but my 
parents were born in Eritrea, and being raised 
in that culture, I quickly identify with being 
Eritrean. I had seen what I had in common 
with my Eritrean friends and what I did not 
have in common with my white friends. I was 
coming on to something. I realized that the 
more aware I became of my race and my po-
litical and sociological position in society, the 
more distant I became with Jessica and Jillian. 
The distance that emerged between Jillian 
and I may have had something to do with 

her moving, although 
her visits 

were frequent. From then on, my best friends 
became three East African girls in my elemen-
tary school in fifth grade, and our friendship 
has continued to this day. I now recognize the 
continuum of close relationships I had with 
people of color from then on.

Although I have tried to build tight rela-
tionships with a variety of people at Columbia, 
I continue to wonder why my closest circle of 
friends has continued to be people of color. 
My conclusion was simple. We assume that we 
will have most in common with people that 
share the same race as us. For some reason, 
this just doesn’t sound right to me, although 

I will honestly admit to taking part in this 
somewhat inevitable phenomenon.

I have done no research on this trend and am 
speaking purely based on my personal experi-
ences and observations. I feel that, as a student, 
teen, and human being, I operate purely out of 
convenience. By hanging out with people with 
whom you clearly have most in common, you 
eliminate possible areas of conflict, disagree-
ments, and awkward moments, right? Yes, but 
I feel that most of us, including myself, forget 
about the most costly sacrifice in this type of 
friendship—the ability to learn. When you sur-

round yourself with people most similar 
to you, you allow yourself to fall 

behind a peer who refuses to 
exercise an ethnocentric 

way of socializing. 
We are unable 

to know what 
may be right 
or wrong be-
cause we lim-
it ourselves 
to only one 
view of mo-
rality. I fear 
we do not 
challenge 
ourselves 
socially. In 
our effort 

to eliminate 
more conflicts 

by hanging out 
with people most 

similar to us, we inevi-
tably develop serious con-

flicts of interest when we face 
people who come from a different 
point of view, because we have con-
ditioned ourselves to believe what 

we believe for so long that anything 
else seems wrong. 

After allowing this to flash through my 
mind in the span of 30 seconds before an-
swering my floormate’s question, I responded 
by asking why he only hung out with white 
people. He was silent, and I smiled. I couldn’t 
blame him. We were both guilty. We then 
went to Chipotle and joked around for the 
rest of the night. I love Columbia because of 
my ability to answer and ask questions like 
this with people who are so different from 
myself. I have realized that although conve-
nience is easy, a challenge is fun.

The author is a first-year student in 
Columbia College.

University of 
diversity?
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IlLUSTRATION BY Cindy Chen

I made your 
Valentine’s Day 
suck. But you 

should thank me.  
Since 1754, the 

very first time a 
Columbia student 
pulled a library all-
nighter instead of 
showering, socially 
inept Columbians 
like me have made 
happy, successful 
dating virtually im-

possible here. You probably know many 
of these jerks: Students who actually read 
for CC. Students majoring in computer 
science. Students who maintain a ranking 
of favorite Columbia libraries but have 
never been to a Morningside Heights bar. 
Students who are so hungry for attention 
that they have a Spec column titled “Tony 
Gong Explains the Universe.” 

The world hates these romanti-
cally disinclined Columbians. From 
the Varsity Show’s satirical depictions 
of Columbia dating, to Shane Ferro’s 
acerbic cover article “Sexless in the City” 
from volume 6 issue 5 of The Eye, to 
that angry girl who lived on my Carman 
floor—no one seems to forgive us for 
how we’ve corrupted love at Columbia, 
or for that weird week when I kept ac-
cidentally walking in on you while you 
were doing “8 Minute Abs.” If it were 
really only eight minutes long, how did I 
walk in on you every time? 

But these sentiments will soon be in 
our past because I’m here to stick up for 
us love-deflecting Columbians. Everyone 
thinks we are the worst—maybe even 
worse than that all cheese sandwich at 
HamDel. But the truth is those exact 
characteristics that make us awkward, 
romantic failures are the same ones that 
give the Columbia experience its true 
greatness. 

First of all, we are incredibly afraid 
of rejection. This fact alone can actually 
explain most of my romantic problems: 

why I’m nervous about approaching 
girls, why it’s easier for me to remain 
agreeable in conversation instead of 
provoking interest, why I settled to take 
Naomi Ingram to junior prom instead 
of asking out Audrey Lin again, etc. But 
these are all pretty minor issues. And 
Audrey Lin would’ve just said no again. 

The bigger picture is that this ba-
sic insecurity and desire for success is 
precisely what drives Columbia students 
to do the very cool things that we do. 
If Columbia students as a population 

actually had good self-esteem, those 
kids wouldn’t have been so motivated 
to spend nine hours building that huge 
igloo on South Lawn last week. Hilarious 
and creative projects like PrezBo’s fake 
Twitter account would never have been 
conceptualized. There would definitely 
be no one in the Philolexian Society. 
And I’ll honestly take the South Lawn 
igloo over Audrey Lin any time. Unless 
it’s Audrey Lin in the South Lawn igloo. 
That would be awesome. 

Another commonly cited “problem” 
is that we intellectualize too much. One 
of my exes sometimes said that I wasn’t 
emotionally supportive because I would 
even turn a conversation about the 
source of her feelings into an intellectual 
debate. Which I would always win, by 
the way. 

And yet, even though I really like 
touching and feeling things, the fact is 

that Columbia should never be a touchy-
feely place. Columbia’s greatness is 
derived from the fact that it’s intrinsi-
cally a school for analytical people. The 
only way for a school to possibly pull 
off badass moves like the Core or carv-
ing all those pretentious names onto 
Butler is to ensure that its students will 
always be just as hyperintellectual and 
insensitive to emotional support as we 
are. If I had really wanted to be with 
other touchy-feely people after graduat-
ing high school, I would’ve just tried to 
sneak back into fifth grade. But they did 
catch me when I went back after middle 
school, so I was pretty sure it wasn’t go-
ing to work again. 

Finally, the most fundamental claim 
against the romantically disinclined is 
that we’re self-centered. And I admit this 
is very true. We make conscious deci-
sions to focus all our energies on our 
own schoolwork, summer plans, and 
igloos instead of girlfriends, boyfriends, 
and potential igloo-friends. Our indi-
vidual lives feel so busy that, for most of 
us, it’s impossible to conceive genuinely 
committing to the life of another. 

But this is far from a mark of degener-
acy. Productive self-centeredness, partic-
ularly at our age, demonstrates a respect 
for our future lives and their many, many 
possibilities. One of the few things that 
truly unifies Columbia students is our 
driven curiosity about our places in the 
world. And we do tend to be pretty tal-
ented at stuff, so it’s appropriate for us to 
focus on this self-centered question right 
now. That doesn’t mean we’ll never be 
able to find love. It just means we prob-
ably shouldn’t try to find it in college. 

Unless you’re Audrey Lin in the South 
Lawn igloo.

.
Tony Gong is a junior in the School of En-

gineering and Applied Sciences majoring in 
applied math with a minor in philosophy. 
Bears frighten him. Tony Gong Explains 
the Universe runs alternate Thursdays. 

opinion@columbiaspectator.com

Why your Valentine’s Day sucked
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The bigger picture is 
that this basic insecurity 
and desire for success 
is precisely what drives 
Columbia students to do 
the very cool things that 
we do.
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$$sperm donors wanted$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

confidential dissertation/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/ 
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include 
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and 
Sciences. From committee selection 
to commencement. Call and move 
forward.
PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

alopecia motivational 
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having 
alopecia areata totalis or universalis? 
Join other alopecians for a motivational 
get-together on coping and living with 
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

are you due a refund?
Students, even with limited income and 
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for 
several federal tax credits, if you are 
not claimed on your parents’ return. 
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85. 
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.

 
bartenders needed 

No experience required. Earn $250 
per shift. Call us at (212) 809-1775.
artist seeks skilled photography 
amateur with good understanding of 
lighting of small objects (egg-sized max-
imum) with high resolution digital cam-
eras, for several projects. Contact: 
mnemonicshouse@hotmail.com

customer service—sales 
Job openings: Green Tech. No exp nec-
essary. Free training Feb 21, 2010. 
Call immediately (201) 265-0765. Or 
qdfc7814@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org 

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

a baby is our dream
We’re Rob and Gina, a loving couple 
who is longing to adopt. We care about 
you. Please call 1 (800) 982-3678. Ex-
penses paid.

Apartment for Sale
Bright and spacious 1 BR apt at Morn-
ingside Gardens, 80 LaSalle St #12B 
(betw B’way & Amsterdam). Beauti-
fully renov w/open kitch and 6 clos-
ets! Fitness center and many other 
amenities. Photos and complete info 
at www.elliman.com/1204820. Com-
prehensive services for first-time NYC 
home buyers. Call Hank Orenstein at 
Prudential Douglas Elliman Real Es-
tate at (646) 505-6969 or e-mail horen-
stein@elliman.com
NO BROKER FEE. FIRST month free. 
Gorgeous, spacious, brand new 2 BR 
duplex apt in a limestone 3-story walk-
up located at Streivers Row. Over 1800 
sq ft. Pre-finished hardwood flooring. 
Beautiful large backyard accessed from 
the large LR. Central A/C & heat. Mar-
ble bathrooms (1.5) and custom kitch-
en with granite counter top. Laundry 
room inside apt. A must see $2300. 
Call (516) 523-2259.
NO BROKER FEE. FIRST month free. 
Gorgeous, spacious, brand new 2 BR 
apt in a limestone 3-story walk-up lo-
cated at Streivers Row. Over 1000 sq 
ft. Decked roof-top terrace with gor-
geous views. Pre-finished hardwood 
flooring. 2 terraces accessed from the 
BRs overlooking a beautiful backyard. 
Central A/C & heat. Marble bathroom 
and custom kitchen with granite coun-
ter top. Laundry room inside apt. A must 
see $2100. Call (516) 523-2259.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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for regenerative medicine strate-
gies gains greater momentum, our 
ability to perform better and more 
quantitative studies will be impor-
tant,” Clark Hung, a professor of 
biomedical engineering, said of the 
importance of having the most up-
to-date technology. “The idea is that 
we can do things better than before 
and maximize the information that 
we can get from our studies.”

Vunjak-Novakovic said she 
chose to come to Columbia partly 
because she saw an opportunity to 
build a program in a budding field—
and the program has come to frui-
tion in recent years. The two grants 
paved the way for the creation of two 
new courses in the spring of 2009: 
an undergraduate course called 
Advanced Microscopy, taught by 
biomedical engineering professor 
Elizabeth Hillman, and the gradu-
ate-level seminar Seminar in Stem 
Cell Biology, taught by a team of 
four professors, including Vunjak-
Novakovic and Hung. The classes 
were created so that students could 
be brought up to date with new re-
search developments and connected 
with leaders in the field.

“It is very dynamic because 
the field is developing so quickly,” 

Vunjak-Novakovic said of teach-
ing stem cell biology. This renders 
the use of conventional textbooks 
unreliable, she added.

“I find the field very exciting,” 
Amandine Godier-Furnemon, 
SEAS ’09 and current SEAS 
graduate student, said.

She is currently enrolled in the 
graduate seminar and noted that 
during her undergraduate years, 
there were few courses geared spe-
cifically toward stem cell research. 

“I got to know the field through 
my independent research,” she 
said, “although as a biomedical 
engineer, I learned about some 
specific tissue-engineering appli-
cations of adult stem cells in my 
tissue-engineering course.”

Vunjak-Novakovic said that 
as the field develops, more 
courses could be added.

Ultimately, Godier-Furnemon 
said, it is necessary to incorpo-
rate stem cell research into the 
curriculum as its use becomes 
more widespread.

“Huge advances are being made 
with stem cells very rapidly, and it 
would be great for students to be-
come more familiar with this in-
creasingly important field.” 

hien.truong
@columbiaspectator.com

Grant allows SEAS to 
expand stem cell research

ARTICLE SLUG from front page

jack zietman / staff photographer
under the microscope  |  The Functional Imaging Core for Stem Cell Research, funded by a million dollar grant from the New York Stem 
Cell Science Board, has helped establish an interdisciplinary program that brings together research from diverse fields. 

seas from front page
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bunch, has been benched for 
health reasons at various points 
throughout the season.

Ampim was definitely 
missed last Friday at Princeton, 
where Columbia was outscored 
24-16 in the paint and out 

rebounded 31-25.
“I think he’s probably been 

our most consistent low post 
player,” Jones said. “He’s been 
the guy that’s probably scored 
the most inside. With his ab-
sence, I thought that was a fac-
tor in that game.”

Against the Tigers, the Light 

Blue missed 12 layups, a stat 
that highlights its struggles 
with finishing inside.

“We’ve just got to finish,” 
Jones said. “We’ve got to be 
able to finish better and that’s 
a big thing, you know. If we can 
score the ball in the paint, we’re 
going to be in good shape.”

Besides finishing inside, an-
other aspect of solid post play 
is rebounding. In their three 
conference victories, the Lions 
have held a 98-76 advantage on 
the boards, but have been out-
rebounded in all five of their 
losses. 

Jones acknowledged the 

importance of rebounding 
and the effect it would have 
on the Light Blue’s offense in 
the paint.

“We’ve got to get on the 
glass,” Jones said. “I think if 
we can score the ball better 
… and then we can get some 
second-chance points in the 
paint, those numbers should 
really improve.”

When Columbia defeated 
Brown on Feb. 5, it was due 
in large part to its 16 second-
chance points and its domi-
nance on the boards.

“I mean that’s great, re-
bounding is very important,” 
Ampim said after the game. 
“That’s one of our game goals, 
usually to get six more re-
bounds than the other team, so 
getting second-chance points is 
one of our key points for our 
game plan.”

The night after its triumph 
over the Bears, the Light Blue 

was trounced by Yale, 79-64. In 
that game, Columbia was out-
rebounded 46-27 and had only 
12 second-chance points to the 
Bulldogs’ 20.

“We just didn’t play hard, 
we weren’t focused, and they 
just played tougher, flat-out,” 
said sophomore guard Noruwa 
Agho about being out-rebound-
ed by 19. “It’s really that simple. 
When the ball goes up, there’s 
no Xs and Os. Somebody’s got 
to get the ball, and they got the 
ball.”

Since that loss, Jones and 
his team have been focusing 
on playing harder and grab-
bing more boards.

“Overall, we all have to take 
a step in that direction, get 
better at rebounding the ball,” 
Jones said.

If Columbia can control the 
glass this weekend, it may find 
itself with a .500 Ivy record on 
Sunday.

Offensive rebounds, second-chance points necessary for Light Blue victory
Men’s basketball from back page
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Sports Columbia women’s basketball 
looks to rebound from last 

weekend’s ugly loss to Princeton 
when it takes on Harvard and 

Dartmouth at Levien.

Tomorrow

Men’s basketball continues 
its road trip, traveling to 

Dartmouth and Harvard this 
weekend in search of a .500 

Ancient Eight record.

Tomorrow

Whet-
her 
you’ve 

been watching 
or not, it’s all-star 
season in profes-
sional sports. 
The Pro Bowl, 
where the sole 
requirement to 
play is profes-
sional player 
status, and the 

NBA All-Star game were held over the 
past few weeks. Had it not been for the 
Olympics, the NHL All-Star game also 
would have been held a few weeks ago.

Just about every sport in the Ivy 
League allows its best team to partici-
pate in postseason play, with the no-
table exception of football. This topic 
has been discussed and deliberated ad 
nauseam, so I’m not going to get into 
it again by restating that the policy of 
barring the Ivy League champion from 
the playoffs is ludicrous.

However, all of these recent all-star 
games gave me an idea for postsea-
son play that is not unheard of in the 
Ivy League: Let’s have an Ivy League 
football all-star game. The reason why 
this idea isn’t so novel is that there was 
a series of Ivy League all-star games 
from 1989-1996. After an unofficially 
sanctioned game was held between Ivy 
League all-stars and Japanese all-stars 
in Yokohama, Japan in 1989, the series 
became official in June 1990, when the 
Council of Ivy Group Presidents ap-
proved an annual contest dubbed the 
Epson Ivy Bowl. The game was played 
each year in Japan, pitting a team of 
Ivy League seniors against a squad of 
Japanese all-stars. As one might expect, 
the Ivy League team won all games 
against the Japanese all-star teams, in-
cluding the final game in 1996.

A game like the Epson Ivy Bowl 
must have been an incredible 

experience for the Ivy League football 
players and their Japanese counter-
parts. It garnered recognition from 
media outlets such as the New York 
Times, which undoubtedly helped 
spread knowledge of both Ivy League 
and Japanese football. Unfortunately, it 
seems like it would be extremely diffi-
cult to keep up such a game, because of 
both the cost of travel and the general 
lack of competition—the closest game 
was a 10-point Ivy League win in 1995, 
and that result was fairly atypical.

The Ivy League could definitely 
revive an all-star game if it wanted to, 
although it would have to be done dif-
ferently. First, the game would have to 
be played in the United States. Foreign 
travel would be nice, but ultimately 
would be very expensive. If the game 
were to occur during college football 
bowl season—winter break—there’s a 
possibility it could be played at an NFL 
field. Considering the location of the 
Ivy League schools, Giants Stadium 
and Gillette Stadium would be the 
most logical locations. 

But playing the game at an NFL 
stadium might not be practical, as 
such a location could be expensive 
and almost certainly wouldn’t fill 
up. Maybe a different venue would 
be better. Rentschler Field, the home 
of the University of Connecticut 
football team since 2003, has a ca-
pacity of 40,000 and is a central lo-
cation for all Ivy League schools. If 
that would not work, the Ivy all-star 
game could go elsewhere, or could 
be played on a rotational basis at 
each Ivy League stadium.

A second tweak would be that the 
Ancient Eight all-star game would 
feature the top talent of Ivy Leaguers 
going head-to-head against each other, 
instead of against an unrelated team. 
The most equitable way to divide 
teams would be geographically. The 
four teams from the mid-Atlantic 

states (Columbia, Cornell, Penn, and 
Princeton) would take on the four New 
England teams (Brown, Dartmouth, 
Harvard, and Yale). This way, more Ivy 
League players would be able to play in 
the game—only about 40 participated 
in the Epson Ivy Bowl each year—and 
there would be no bias as to which 
teams would play together.

Finally, the game would not be 
limited only to seniors. In order for 
the game to be respected as a legiti-
mate all-star game, the teams would 
be comprised of the best players in the 
league. Surely, many of them would be 
seniors, considering that 20 of the 27 
players who made first-team All-Ivy 
this year on offense or defense were 
seniors. But how could very talent-
ed players like Columbia’s own Jeff 
Adams, Dartmouth’s Nick Schwieger, 
Harvard’s Collin Zych, and Yale’s 
Adam Money be turned away? Simply 
put, they couldn’t be.

Right now, the idea of another 
Ivy League football all-star is just 
that—an idea. What the Ivy League 
needs to understand is that a game 
like this could provide revenue while 
building the reputation of the league. 
Television networks would likely be 
interested in airing this game, and 
I’m fairly sure that with the pow-
ers of the Ivy League combined, the 
game could find a few sponsors. The 
game could also be a major boost for 
players with dreams of playing at the 
next level, as an Ivy League all-star 
game might coax out a few scouts to 
see what the league has to offer. If 
you’ve seen Ancient Eight football, 
you know that there are players in 
this league that have something to 
offer at the next level. Now they just 
need a venue in which to shine.

Matt Velazquez is Columbia College 
senior majoring in history.

sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com

Why league should bring back all-star football game

By Michael Shapiro
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

This past week, Columbia athlet-
ics lost a friend when Dr. Alfred “Al” 
Ginepra, CC ’55, died in his home in 
Los Angeles, California at age 76.

Ginepra, born in Boston, 
Massachusetts on July 30,1933, entered 
Columbia College in 1951 on a pre-law 
track after graduating from Brookline 
High School. During his undergradu-
ate years, Ginepra thrived on the grid-
iron as a tackle for the Lions’ football 
team. He was a three-year letter-win-
ner, a two-time recipient of the Class 
of 1913 Football Cup award, and an in-
ductee into Columbia’s 100-year foot-
ball centennial squad in 1970.

After completing his bachelor’s 
degree in 1955 as a National Honor 
Scholar, Ginepra enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. Following his stint with the 
army, Ginepra returned to Morningside 
Heights to receive an MBA from 
Columbia Business School, which he 
earned in 1963.

Ginepra spent the last 34 years of his 
life as a professor and senior lecturer at 
various Southern California universi-
ties including Woodbury University 
and City University Los Angeles.

In addition to teaching, Ginepra re-
mained an active alumnus. He served as 
a member of the 1754 Society, a Business 
School alumni group comprised of 
“alumni and friends of Columbia 
Business School who have made plans 
for the School or University through a 
trust, estate or other future gift.”

While Ginepra never pursued foot-
ball after college, he became an avid 
rugby enthusiast as a player, coach, and 
referee. Ginepra spearheaded and co-
founded the Los Angeles Rugby Club 
in 1965 with Bob Sardell and El Holt. 
The club held weekly clinics during the 

summer in which Ginepra would teach 
fundamentals of the sport.

“Al was a larger-than life character 
who was brash and opinionated about 
most everything,” wrote Bill Kelly, the 
club’s former president, in an e-mail.

Ginepra also worked as an admin-
istrator for the Southern California 
Rugby Football Union, a parent 
body for rugby leagues in Southern 
California, Arizona, and Nevada. 
Additionally, he served as a spokes-
man for the Los Angeles Chapter of the 
United Service Organizations.

“Al Ginepra loved rugby football, 
and his passion for the sport was con-
tagious,” Kelly said. “He will be greatly 
missed.”

Ginepra leaves behind two chil-
dren, Joanne and Lawrence, and three 
grandchildren.

courtesy of columbia university athletics
Former Lion  |  Al Ginepra, CC ’55, was 
a tackle on the CU football team and 
was a three-time letter-winner.

Former Columbia football star 
Ginepra, CC ’55, passes away
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In order to win, Lions 
must dominate paint

Injury to Foley puts pressure on post 
players to perform offensively

By Michele cleary
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Things haven’t been going Columbia’s 
way this season. After opening its confer-
ence slate with two losses to league-lead-
ing Cornell and a 74-45 shellacking at 
the hands of Harvard, 
the Light Blue (9-13, 
3-5 Ivy) lost its play-
maker, senior point 
guard Patrick Foley, to 
a shoulder injury. 

With Foley out, the Lions have had to 
redefine their offensive identity, and that 
means relying on their post players. 

“We’ve just had to change our mind-
set with Pat being out … We’ve really had 
to change the focus of our offense,” head 
coach Joe Jones said. “We’ve kind of gone 
and done some different things, and our 
inside play has got to be something that we 
have to start to look to more often.”

In its three Ivy wins this season, 
Columbia has outscored its opponents 

in the paint 72-56. But in their losses, 
the Lions have been outscored by 

an average margin of 12 near the 
basket. As these numbers show, 

if the Light Blue wants to 
win, it must play well 

inside.

“But that’s something we’re really work-
ing on and I really feel like, if we’re going 
to keep getting better, that’s where we got 
to go,” Jones said. “We got to be able to 
throw it in there, and we’ve got to be able 
to finish. So we’ve been working really 
hard at getting better.” 

The Light Blue definitely does not have 
a shortage of capable inside players, with 
five athletes who have been fighting for 
playing time all season. Centers Max 
Craig, Mark Cisco, and Zack Crimmins 
and forwards Asenso Ampim and John 
Daniels have all seen a few starts and sig-
nificant playing time during conference 
play. Columbia also has forward Brian 
Grimes, who has started 17 of the 20 
games he’s played in. 

“Whoever is the guy that plays the ma-
jority of the minutes, they’ve got to be able 
to hold it down,” Jones said. “We have so 
many guys on the front line that can play, 
but if we’re going to give 20 minutes to a 
guy they have to get the job done.”

Though all six have shown that they 
can play, most are lacking collegiate ex-
perience and are not always consis-
tent. It doesn’t help that Ampim, 
the most experienced of the 

In
Focus

jasper clyatt / senior staff photographer
Driving inside  |  The Columbia men’s basketball 
team has a group of capable post players that 
need to consistently perform offensively in order 
for the Light Blue to suceed in Ancient Eight play.

SEE Men’s Basketball, 
page 8
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