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Secretary of State responds to calls for CU scholar’s release

Clinton says charges against faculty member are ‘groundless’

COURTESY OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

JAILED | Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said her department
continues to lobby for the release of faculty member Kian Tajbakhsh.

SHOUT aims to improve
local health education

BY RAY KATZ
Spectator Staff Writer

When Silvia Puma, CC ’10 and
Anna Newman, BC ’12—coordi-
nators of the Community Impact
group Student Health Outreach—
asked a group oflocal middle school
students what being healthy meant,
the results astounded them.

“Alot of the answers we got back
were like, ‘Being healthy is being
skinny; or ‘Being healthy is not eat-
ing” Puma said. “And it was some-
thing that really shocked us”

The answers given prompted
Puma and Newman to spearhead a
new health education initiative titled
Health Education and Resources for
Teens, a program aimed specifically
at nutrition education and outreach
that is set to take off next week.

“We looked at the NYS [New
York schools] standards for HE
[health education] and they
were pretty much nonexistent,”
Newman said.

The program began when
Puma and Newman attempted to
change the school’s lunch menu to
include healthier options, culmi-
nating in the survey to students.

“Some said they didn’t eat
lunch,” Puma said. “They didn’t
know how to distinguish between
good and healthy foods”

State law mandates that mid-
dle school students receive a half-
year course in health education
and high school students a half-
unit course, and the curriculum
recommended by the New York
City Department of Education
includes issues such as nutrition
and physical fitness, HIV, STD and

NEWS BRIEF

pregnancy prevention, and tobac-
co, alcohol, and drug prevention.

At the Mott Hall School where
Puma and Newman work, health
education is taught exclusively in
the seventh grade for one 45-minute
period a week, according to Melanie
Thai, the schools assistant princi-
pal. Nutrition, she said, is a part of
the curriculum, but since the class
is taught so sporadically, bringing
in a supplementary curriculum is
important for students.

Thai further explained that the
nutrition education that will be
provided by the volunteers is “def-
initely” something that is missing
from most public schools. “That’s
why we didn't say no”

But she also added that such
programs would only be ben-
eficial if scheduled in the early
morning or after school, and not
during hours when regular classes
are held—indicating that health
education should not come at the
expense of academic subjects.

“We are accountable for test
scores,” Thai said. “Our primary
job is to make sure these kids do
well in English and math. Health,
art and music are on my second list
of priorities, to be honest”

According to some nutrition
education advocates, it is precisely
this attitude towards health educa-
tion that accounts for it receiving
limited resources.

“It comes down to the fact that
health education is taken as light
and a joke, which devalues it,” said
Alicia Sinclair, an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Health,

SEE HEALTH ED, page 2

BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton has responded to
the letter sent in January by
Columbia faculty regarding
the detainment of scholar Kian
Tajbakhsh in Iran.

A Columbia faculty mem-
ber in the Graduate School of
Architecture, Planning, and
Preservation, Tajbakhsh was
supposed to assume his faculty
position in September 2009 but
was arrested in Iran during the
aftermath of the elections this
past summer. On Jan. 11, mem-
bers of the Columbia faculty sent
a letter to Clinton asking for her
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help in obtaining Tajbakhsh’s re-
lease from prison. The letter was
delivered to Clinton by Barnard
Slavic professor Catharine
Nepomnyashchy, who also
signed the letter.

The letter is dated Feb. 1.

In Clinton’s response, she
said that the State Department’s
Bureau of Consular Affairs has
been in contact with Tajbakhsh’s
family since July, and has urged
Iranian authorities to allow Swiss
officials to visit him.

“To, date, Iranian authorities
have not granted consular ac-
cess, noting that Dr. Tajbakhsh is
an Iranian citizen under Iranian
laws,” Clinton wrote.

“The espionage charges leveled

against Dr. Tajbakhsh are ground-
less,” she added.

In October, Tajbakhsh re-
ceived a 15-year jail sentence for
allegedly threatening national
security and spying, though
he appealed the sentence. Last
Wednesday, the Iranian appel-
late court reduced his sentence
to five years.

“The State Department is us-
ing every available diplomatic
tool to achieve Dr. Tajbakhsh’s
release. We continue to com-
municate our concern about his
welfare and have asked other
governments to urge the Iranian
government to release him with-
out further delay,” she wrote.

But some faculty members were

worried about Irans response to the
State Department’s requests.
Tanya Domi, an adjunct
professor at the School of
International and Public
Affairs who signed the letter
to Clinton, wrote in an email,
“I was concerned to read that
the Iranian authorities have not
permitted the Swiss consular
interest section to visit Kian,
insisting he is an Iranian citi-
zen, thus ignoring his U.S. citi-
zenship.” Further adding that
the Swiss consular interests
represent U.S. concerns to the
Iranian government since the
U.S. does not have diplomatic

SEE CLINTON, page 2
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TAKE THE STAGE | Dancers rehearsed a piece by a contemporary choreographer as part of the Columbia Ballet Collaborative. See page 3.

School of the Arts student hit by the 1 train

Early Saturday morning
Justin Grace, a student at the
School of the Arts, was hit
by the 1 train while trying to
retrieve a backpack that had
fallen into the tracks.

Grace suffered injuries to
his head and lower body, but
escaped any major trauma.

“My upper body is totally
fine, but it spun me around
and my head smashed against
a pillar,” he said. “But besides
that I came out completely un-
scathed, no brain damage”

Grace was knocked un-
conscious by the train but
doesn’t remember the events
directly preceding the acci-
dent because of the blow to
his head. His knowledge of
what happened that morning
is from eyewitness accounts.

Witnesses say he dropped
his backpack into the tracks

and jumped down to retrieve
it. Grace says he isn’t sure if he
had gotten stuck down in the
tracks or if he jumped imme-
diately in front of the train.

Grace was on his way to
catch a 6:30 a.m. bus to visit
his girlfriend in Boston. He
had just participated in a
comedy show and had gone
to a couple of parties, but he
said he “was lucid throughout
the entire night” before being
hit by the train.

He also emphasized that
the incident was not the fault
of the Metropolitan Transit
Authority. “The guy driving
the train saw me and stopped.
It wasn’t the MTA’s fault, it
was totally on me,” he said.

Grace got staples and
stitches for a laceration on his
head, but didn’t have a con-
cussion, only suffering minor

injuries to his pelvis and low-
er body. He was rushed to
St. Luke’s Hospital and kept
overnight for observation.

Grace said his friends from
Columbia showed up “in full-
force” to support him after
the incident. “I'm so com-
pletely lucky and I can’t even
believe it. ... It’s really scary
how close I came to dying,’
he said.

“The one weird thing is, 'm
the least spiritual person in the
entire world, however, that day
was the third anniversary of
my father’s death. If someone
was looking out for me, that’s
the only reason I could figure
I'm alive,” he said.

Grace graduated from
Columbia College last spring.
He is currently studying film
at the School of the Arts.

—Elizabeth Scott

New policies combat dorm room pests

BY PAUL HSIAO
Spectator Staff Writer

Students may complain of
pervasive pest problems, but
Columbia officials insist that its
new pest control measures coun-
tered the trend.

Last October, a task force of
representatives from University
Purchasing, the Medical Center,
and the Morningside campus
established a new pest control
policy that employs four outside
vendors, two of whom work on
the Morningside campus—one
with Residential and Commercial
Operations, and the other
with the Medical Center—in a
three-year contract. Columbia
University Facilities manages the
pest control services.

The policy stresses the use of
preventative measures, focusing
on preserving buildings and fa-
cilitating quick repairs, as opposed
to traditional methods of using
baits and traps. According to

Heather Tsonopoulos, manager of
Marketing and Communications,
University Housing Services is tak-
ing steps to curb pests in dorms.

“The staff of Housing Services
and Facilities are committed
to an effective and efficient re-
sponse to students who suspect
they may have pests,” she said.

She also said that a more effec-
tive measure of getting rid of pests
in the long-term is to repair cracks,
crevices, holes, and other openings
that encourages pest access.

But according to students,
the pest problem is still per-
vasive, especially in the Living
and Learning Center housed in
Wallach and Hartley Halls.

The infrastructure may be be-
ginning to reflect its age, as some
students say they are forced to
cover up holes on their own.

“I'sawa mouse in my room in the
middle of the night,” Sarah Gitlin,
CC’13, said. “The exterminator put
about five traps in my room.”

Students also argued that the

presence of pests is intolerable
considering the price of facilities.

“It’s just really frustrating be-
cause we paid for the housing. We
paid a lot, and I think we should
have access to better facilities and
a better response from housing
when there are problems like this;’
Komal Kotahri, CC ’12, said.

Jeft Kandel, CC ’12, agreed.
“Particularly not when we’re
paying full tuition and housing,”
he said. “To be realistic, mice are
relatively acceptable. T hear there
are rats on the second floor that
would be almost unacceptable”

Kothari lives on the second
floor of Wallach where two girls
moved out due to mice running
around their room.

“There are holes, most of
them are behind the stove units
in the kitchen. ... Housing came
and put plastic over, then the
mice gnawed through,” he said.
“Today a cleaning lady came and

SEE PESTS, page 2
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Student fashion intern
enjoys high-profile perks

Harper’s Bazaar intern Ellie Krup-
nick, BC 11, has a unique insider
perspective on Mercedes-Benz
Fashion Week—she has explored
the tents at Bryant Park and sat
alongside the rich and famous at
runway shows.

Sports, back page

Men’s basketball wins
road game at Penn

Columbia defeated Penn on the
road the day after Penn’s upset of
previously undefeated Cornell.
Lions’ Niko Scott led the way,
scoring a career-high 29 points
on 10 of 14 shooting. Scott also
shot 7 of 9 from 3-point range.

Opinion, page 4

A foreign concept

Amin Ghadimi wonders what’s
in a nation.

A problem in theory

Dean Moody-Adams may have

neatly reconciled the theory of col-
lege with the practice of the outside
world, but can Columbia students?

Today’s Events

Hijabi Monologues

PHONE
Islamic Awareness Week kicks off Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555
with a female performance group.
Lerner Party Space, 7 p.m. WEATHER

Pathway to Sustainability

A night of conservation and
green initiatives.
Low Library, 6 p.m.

EMAIL

info@columbiaspectator.com
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State dept.
responds to
faculty

CLINTON from front page

relations with Iran.

“Not permitting Kian to
meet with Swiss diplomatic rep-
resentatives could be in viola-
tion of the Vienna Convention
on Consular Relations. Iran is
obligated to notify the Swiss
Consular section whenever an
American citizen has been de-
tained by its authorities. This is
of great concern to me,” Domi
said.

Some faculty members
were surprised that Clinton
responded, and said they were
satisfied with her response.

“Our primary objective in
writing to Secretary Clinton
is to keep Kian’s situation and
his illegal imprisonment on
the front burner of the State
Department’s priorities,” Domi
said. “I think we have achieved
that objective given Secretary
Clinton’s response to us.”

“I wasn't expecting to get a
letter from Hillary Clinton,”
Nepomnyashchy said, but was
pleased to see a response.

Clinton has “been very on
top of this,” she said, adding
that the most important thing
to her was keeping the pressure
on the Iranian government.

“Her quick response tells
me her office is fully engaged
on Kian’s case,” Domi said. She
added that the faculty received
an almost immediate confirma-
tion of receipt when their letter
was sent in January.

The letter to Clinton was
signed by 20 Columbia fac-
ulty members, including Dean
John Coatsworth of SIPA;
Dean Nicholas Lemann of the
Columbia Journalism School;
Dean Peter Awn of the School
of General Studies and director
of SIPA’s Middle East Institute;
Elazar Barkan, director of the
Center for the Study of Human
Rights; and Iranian scholar
Gary Sick.

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com

CU students push for
school health education

HEALTH ED from front page

Physical Education and Dance
at Queensborough Community
College, and former co-president
of The Greater New York Society
of Public Health Education.

At the same time, she said that,
in light of larger issues that pub-
lic schools face, this attitude is
not surprising, and neither is the
ostensible lack of advocacy on
the part of parents for their chil-
dren’s health education. What has
gained the attention of grassroots
advocates, she added, are issues
like inadequately healthy school
lunches, and their children’s lack
of physical activity.

HEART is one of a few
Columbia student-run volunteer
programs that are seeking to fill

the health education gaps that ex-
ist in local public school curricula.
Peer Health Exchange, a nation-
ally run program that recruits col-
lege students to teach in local high
schools, and Health Education
and Awareness League are among
the others. HEAL student educa-
tors teach comprehensive health
education to the middle school
students of the Frederick Douglass
Academy in Harlem, a school that
previously had no other form of
health education.

Next Monday, the seven stu-
dent volunteers from HEART
will begin teaching classes five
days a week at Mott Hall, ensur-
ing that each seventh grade class
receives one lesson a week.

ray.katz
@columbiaspectator.com

Students say rodents still
prevalent in housing

PESTS from front page

they [the roommates] found a
mice in a trap”

But a cursory glance at the
second floor of Wallach shows a
messy suite. While Housing did
put up a sign asking members to
remove any personal items from
the kitchen in order to close up
the holes, the sign was appar-
ently ignored.

“The suite is overall kinda
dirty,” Kothari admitted.

“I just make sure I clean
all my dishes thoroughly and
it doesn’t seem to bother me,”
Dylan Liu, SEAS ’13, said.

Housing requires a “satisfacto-
ry” level of cleanliness to be main-
tained throughout the school
year and that “all residents in
suites must discard kitchen trash
and clear off counters daily;” ac-
cording to the official Columbia
University Housing website.

“I don’t think it's Housing’s
fault,” Sueminn Cho, CC’13, said.
“It's mostly because the students
aren’t clean. People here leave food
out, and there is a lot of trouble as
a group keeping it clean”

Gitlin agreed, but also
stressed the importance of pre-
vention measures. “We need to
make sure that the buildings are
in good repair”

Some members of the ad-
ministration are more skeptical
about the pervasiveness of pests.
Renee Walker, assistant director
of Finance and Administration,
inquired about the number of
students who have complained
and the “type of pests in ques-
tion” in these complaints.

Daniel Held, director of
communications for Finance
and Administration, wrote in
an email that overall, pest con-
trol complaints have decreased
slightly this year.

Others have taken a lighter
approach to the situation—a
life-size sculpture of a rat was
found on the common table in
Suite 2B in Wallach.

The fifth floor of Wallach also
adopted a mouse that they named
Gerald, but the mouse did not
survive. “He [Gerald] has been
dead since Thanksgiving, found
in a mouse trap,” Kendal said.

news@columbiaspectator.com

THE UNIVERSITY SEMINARS
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

announce the sevenleenth series of the

LEONARD HASTINGS SCHOFF
MEMORIAL LECTURES

to be given by

PROFESSOR

JEAN E. HOWARD

GEorRGE DELACORTE PrOFESSOR 1IN THE HUMAMITIES

CoLumsia LIMIVERSITY

STAGING HISTORY;
IMAGINING THE NATION

TONY KUSHNER’S AMERICA
AND ITS ANGELS

8:00 pm = Monday » February 15, 2010

PROTESTANT RADICALS

AND JEWISH CHILDREN:
Caryl Churchill's National Histories

8:00 pm = Monday = February 22, 2010

b

KELLOGG CENTER
International Affairs Building ® Room 1501 = 420 West 118th Street

Reception immediately following each lecture
Lectures are free and open Lo the public

UNIVERSITY SEMINARS
{212) B54-2389 = univ.seminars@columbia.edu » www columbiaeduw/cu/seminars
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ALL EVENTES ARE WHEELCHAMR

ACCESSIBLE

MCRE INFORMATION OMLINE

WWW.BARNARD.EDU

BARMARD COLLEGE

J009 BROADYAY
HEW YORK, NY 10027

PHOMNE 212 8064. 3037

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEB. & MAR.
02/16

TUESDAY

QUIET REVOLUTIONS

Postcolonial Women's Writings and
Structures of Solidarity

12 PM

Sulrberger Parlor, 3rd Floor Barnard Hall

02/22

MONDAY

MERCE CUNNINGHAM

& HIS LEGACY AS A TEACHER
7 PM

Julius 5. Held Auditorium, 304 Bamard Hall

02/23

TUESDAY

WRITING THE OUTSIDER
Perspectives from Spain

6:00 PM

Ella Weed Room, 2nd Floor Milbank Hall

02/25

THURSDAY

RECOVERING FROM

THE GREAT RECESSION
Barnard's Economic Experts
Weigh In

12:30 PM

James Room, 4th Floor Barnard Hall

STRANGERS IN PARADISE
Religion, Politics and Identity
in New Migrant Communities
7 PM

Sulrberger Farior, 3rd Floor Barnard Hall

02/27

SATURDAY
FEMINISM & CLIMATE CHANGE
9:00 AM-6:00 PM

Reqistration in Barnard Hall Lobby

03/02

TUESDAY

FRENCH

The Logical Language and
Problems of Translation

6 PM

Ella Weed Room, 2nd Floor Milbank Hall

03/03

WEDNESDAY
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

IN ACTION

6:30 PM

Sulzberger Farlor, 3rd Floor Barnard Hall

03/04-03/06

THURSDAY-SATURDAY
SENIOR THESIS FESTIVAL 2010
Times to be announced

Minar Latham Flayhouse, 118 Milbank

BARNARD

THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE
FOR WOMEN
IN NEW YORK CITY
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CBC keeps up-and-coming choreographers on their toes

BY HANNA OLDSMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Some of this spring’s most
exciting new ballets will be per-
formed not at Lincoln Center,

but at Columbia.
DANCE The Columbia

Ballet Collab-orative,
which was founded three years
ago by students and former pro-
fessional dancers who wanted to
create opportunities for danc-
ers at Columbia, has recently
begun to rehearse for its spring
season. The performances will
take place at Miller Theatre on
April 9 and 10 and will involve
25 dancers and seven chore-
ographers, including Monique
Meunier, Emery LeCrone, Lauren
Birnbaum, Claudia Schreier, and
John-Mark Owen.

Two of the choreogra-
phers, Justin Peck and Kimi
Nikaidoh, are students at the
School of General Studies. In
addition to his studies, Peck
dances for the New York City
Ballet and is choreographing
a ballet to music composed by
Sufjan Stevens and arranged by
the Osso String Quartet. Two
New York City Ballet dancers,
Russell Janzen and principal
dancer Teresa Reichlen, a part-
time student at Barnard, will
perform his piece.

For Peck, both CBC and
Columbia have helped to launch
his career as a choreographer.
Last year, he made his choreo-
graphic debut in CBC’s per-
formances at Miller Theatre.
Soon after that, he was invited

- .__

to choreograph a piece, titled
“Quintet,” for the New York
Choreographic Institute.

Peck also said that Columbia’s
music library serves as a wonder-
ful resource. The library’s exten-
sive range of music recordings

allow him to “explore the pos-
sibilities of making dance to
all kinds of composers from all
kinds of eras” and have “access
to everything from medieval
chants all the way up to modern
day neoclassical works.” Peck

o

EMBRY OWEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
ON POINTE | Dancers rehearse on a Saturday afternoon with one of the choreographers participating in the Columbia Ballet Collaborative.

said his choreographic process
is “inspired and provoked” by
the music he uses: when he first
begins a piece, he reads through
the score and begins to sketch
out his ideas before beginning
to work with his dancers.

Peck said that one of the best
things about CBC is “the value
placed on the constant creation
of new works”

Another CBC choreographer
contributing to the program is
Monique Meunier, a former

dancer with the New York City
Ballet who also choreographed
a piece for CBC last term. At
Meunier’s second rehearsal this
semester, the five participating
dancers and the choreographer
were focused and animated as
they reviewed the choreogra-
phy set the week before and
began to learn new combina-
tions. Meunier’s choreography
is tricky, with a lot of fast foot-
work to learn and an unconven-
tional quality of movement to
adapt to, but the dancers rose
readily to the challenge.

By bringing in choreogra-
phers with innovative visions,
Victoria North, GS—the artis-
tic director of CBC—hopes not
only to create an exciting and
cohesive program to be per-
formed in April, but also to give
the dancers of CBC the oppor-
tunity to dance in contempo-
rary works. North said that the
club’s dancers benefit from close
relationships with the choreog-
raphers—an experience that is
unusual at many other profes-
sional ballet companies.

Most importantly, though,
North said that one of CBC’s
primary missions is to intro-
duce the Columbia communi-
ty to new works, like Meunier’s
and Peck’s, that they might not
otherwise see.

“From the start, CBC has
been committed to bringing
ballet and contemporary ballet
works to campus and providing
a platform for emerging chore-
ographers, whether students or
professionals,” she said.

MATT SHERMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FASHION FRENZY | Ellie Krupnick gets an insider’s look at Fashion
Week as an intern at major fashion magazine Harper’s Bazaar.

Krupnick, BC "11, works
Fashion Week in style

BYVIVIAN LUO
Columbia Daily Spectator

Not everyone is able to land an
internship at a top fashion maga-
zine, attend fashion shows at the

famous Bryant Park
STYLE tents, or spot the infa-

mous Mary-Kate Olsen
roaming around New York City.
However, Ellie Krupnick, BC
’11, did all of these things by the
end of her first day as a fashion
features intern at the magazine
Harper’s Bazaar.

The fashion features de-
partment at Harper’s Bazaar
may be small, but that’s good
news for Krupnick. She acts as
a “right-hand woman” to Anne
Monoky, the fashion features
editor at the magazine. Such a
job might seem reminiscent of
Anne Hathaway’s character and
her frantic coffee runs in the
movie The Devil Wears Prada,
but a fashion internship entails
perks that more than compen-
sate for the less-than-glamor-
ous errands.

Previously, as an intern at
Seventeen magazine, Krupnick
was offered a ticket to a Benjamin
Cho spring show. Although
Benjamin Cho is not as big of
a name as Christian Dior or
Bottega Venetta, Krupnick was
able to spot her own set of ce-
lebrities. “When the lights came
up and we were watching every-
one go out, I went down the line
of who was sitting in the front
row and ... there was an Olsen
twin,” Krupnick said. “It was
Mary-Kate, and I couldn’t even
focus on any of the clothes at
all, because I was just staring at
Mary-Kate!”

With the current Mercedes-
Benz Fashion Week madness,
it’s no surprise that fashion
blogs and Twitter pages alike
are exploding with hourly up-
dates. But what happens behind

the scenes both in preparation
for and during this highly antic-
ipated fashion frenzy? Krupnick
unwraps fashion invites, RSVPs
for shows, and books hotels
for editors flying in from out
of town. In terms of prepara-
tion, she said, “It’s really fash-
ion month ... the actual week of
Fashion Week, at least in New
York, is very quiet and silent be-
cause no one’s there”

Krupnick may not get to at-
tend high-profile shows, but she
still gets to dress up for Fashion
Week. “I definitely think every-
one has those items in their clos-
et, their more fashionable pieces,
like their extra little blazer, the lit-
tle booties that you know will be
right every time, so it’s definitely
just putting together a combina-
tion of those things that are fool-
proof,” Krupnick said.

For anyone attending Fashion
Week, Krupnick gave the wise
advice that “it’s very much about
walking in flats and bringing
your heels”

Last Friday, Krupnick had
the chance to sit in the front
row for the Christian Siriano
show in Bryant Park. She sat
next to and met Andy Cohen,
Bravo television network’s se-
nior vice president of produc-
tion and programming.

Other than sitting alongside
the biggest names in entertain-
ment, Krupnick said that what’s
ultimately most striking about
the events at Bryant Park is
“the ease with which you can
walk into a tent, which kind of
makes you want to sneak into
everything” Potential targets
for snooping are Alexander
Wang and Proenza Schouler. A
last word to fashionistas dying
to attend shows: “Just dress up,
walk with purpose, and they’ll
let you into the tent!”

Anna Cooperberg-Gonzalez con-
tributed reporting to this article.

Rich, toasty porter is one of winter’s beer necessities

BY CLAIRE BULLEN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Dark and swarthy with a
foamy head, porter is a beer best
sipped slowly, perfect for students

bored with more frat-
FOOD & house-style brews.
DRINK Though once fa-

vored as the morn-
ing beverage of choice among
the porters working in London’s
produce markets in the 19th
century, the porter ale style only
barely survived a period of near-
extinction in the 20th century.
The heavy porter fell out of fash-
ion in the United Kingdom when
the pale ale gained favor, and
Prohibition almost completely
wiped out porter production
in the United States. Only dur-
ing the renaissance of American
microbreweries in the 1990s did
porter once again emerge as cu-
rious and enterprising brewers,
tiring of India Pale Ales, looked
to expand their repertoires to in-
clude more uncommon styles.

Porter is lightly hopped, and
it is defined by its roasted barley
malt flavor and resultant notes of
chocolate, caramel, and espresso.
Only a shade less potent than the
stout, its near cousin, the porter is
an ideal winter brew, toothsome
and deeply flavorful. Though the
brew’s intensity can sometimes
make food pairings tricky, heavy
meat-based stews are rich and
unctuous enough to support a
porter’s power.

So where do we begin when
sampling the porters avail-
able in Morningside Heights?
Westside Market stocks Anchor
Brewing Company’s Anchor
Porter. Hailing from Northern
California, Anchor Brewing
Company produces a notably
pitch-perfect porter of stout-
like intensity—chewy and richly
full-bodied with an aftertaste of
toasted malt and molasses. It’s a
creamy brew with a lasting foam
head that leaves lace-like trac-
ery along the insides of a glass.
Overall, it’s beautifully balanced

-

despite its complex flavoring.
Though already redolent of
coffee and chocolate flavors,
some porters are often spiced up
by actual cocoa, coffee, and va-
nilla beans during the brewing
process to impart even stronger
flavor. Whole Foods Market sells
a decent example of such a por-
ter, Wolaver’s Alta Gracia Coffee
Porter by Vermont’s Otter Creek
Brewing. Punched up by shade-
grown organic coffee from the
Dominican Republic, the porter’s
smooth malt flavor gives way to
a caffeine-jolted simmer at the

taste’s conclusion, leaving behind
a bitter, haunting smokiness.
For the brave of stomach,
Flying Dog, a brewery hailing
from Maryland, produces a por-
ter of unparalleled intensity: the
Gonzo Imperial Porter. Complete
with a Hunter S. Thompson-
inspired label, the porter is deep
black and bitter with only the
subtlest trailing caramel notes.
It’s a porter that shows the true
versatility of the genre—wheth-
er drinkable and chocolatey or
darkly potent, porters show off a
brewer’s creativity and range.

CHRISTINE JORDAN FOR SPECTATOR

PLEASING PORTER | Foamy and dark, porter is an appropriate winter beer available at local grocery stores.

Film series highlights Hungarian identity, past and present

BY NNEKA MCGUIRE
Columbia Daily Spectator

The intense hubbub sur-
rounding the Oscars each year
usually relegates less-main-

stream film events to
FILM the back burner. One
such event is a showcase

of contemporary Hungarian
films at the Film Society of
Lincoln Center’s Walter Reade
Theater.

The showcase, titled “New
Films from Hungary, features 13
films in seven days and offers a

unique cinematic selection rang-
ing from a sci-fi thriller based
on a story by Stanislaw Lem
(“Solaris”) to a strikingly crafted
documentary by renowned artist
and filmmaker Péter Forgécs.
Forgacs’s film “Hunky Blues:
The American Dream” chron-
icles long-forgotten stories of
Hungarians who immigrated to
America in the early 20th centu-
ry. A pastiche of archival footage,
photos, and interviews, “Hunky
Blues” details the backbreak-
ing poverty—largely caused by
overwhelming taxes imposed

COURTESY OF MAGYAR FILMUNI(’)

HUNGARY FOR MORE | “Hunky Blues: The American Dream” is one
film in a series showcasing Hungary’s cinema and national history.

by Hungary’s government—that
impelled many Hungarians to
emigrate as well as the difficul-
ties they faced upon disembark-
ing in America. Arriving at Ellis
Island, Hungarian immigrants—
or hunkies, as they were deroga-
torily called—encountered tre-
mendous obstacles. American
inspectors employed a horrify-
ing system by which immigrants
with any sort of medical condi-
tions were sent back to Hungary,
without treatment or a refund
for their ticket.

Alongside interviews, the
film seamlessly integrates letters
written by immigrants to rela-
tives in Hungary, which are in-
terspersed throughout the film.
One girl recalls a Christmas
morning in America in which
someone threw a snowball at
her forehead with a rock em-
bedded inside the packed snow.
A man remembers working in
American mines. “The mine
company ruled everything,” he
said. “They were the lord”

Amidst the solemn stories,
there were also uplifting immi-
grant accounts. One man spoke
of his mother, a “modern wom-
an” who worked in a cigar factory
by day and a theatrical group by
night. In 1923, at only 20 years old,

she purchased a car with money
earned entirely on her own.

In addition to “Hunky Blues,”
other important showcased
films include “Chameleon,”
Hungary’s candidate for the
Best Foreign Language Film at
the upcoming Academy Awards,
and “The Man From London,”
featuring Oscar-winning actress
Tilda Swinton.

Hungarian cinema captures
the zeitgeist of Hungary during
the early and mid-20th century,
a period in which Hungarians
were terrorized by two world
wars and failed revolutions as
well as communist and fascist
control. Conflicting ideologies
alongside of political and social
unrest molded Hungary’s—and
Hungarians’—identity, which is
reflected uniquely in each film.
This ideological ambiguity is
explicitly present in “Fragment,”
a film about a priest in an iso-
lated monastery attempting
to reconcile Catholicism and
communism in the aftermath
of World War II.

The showcase at Lincoln
Center strives to expose New
York audiences to a sampling of
Hungarian cinema, depicting the
country’s past struggles as well as
its present vitality.
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Staff Editorial

In practice
makes perfect

In theory, the Honorary
Lecture Series under development
by the Columbia College Student
Council will offer undergraduates
the opportunity to go to the sort of
high-profile Columbia events from
which they are often excluded. In
practice, students may not find the
speakers or speeches exciting or
relevant enough to warrant their
attendance. Such was the dilemma
seen by students in attendance at
Dean Michele Moody-Adams’ pi-
lot lecture, “Theory and Practice,”
last Friday. While the idea of hav-
ing a lecture series geared toward
undergraduates is commendable,
the series itself cannot be so if
does not arise organically from
student interest.

The point behind the series is
that, in the past, undergraduates
have not been able to get into cer-
tain events on campus. In publiciz-
ing it, CCSC cited ServiceNation,
the Bill Gates-Warren Buffett talk,
and the World Leaders Forum.
Aside from the fact that interest-
ed students can find a way to get
into the World Leaders Forum,
it should be noted that none of
these events were any less excit-
ing because not every student
could attend. The entire campus
pulsed with excitement when
then-Senator Barack Obama and
Senator John McCain came for
ServiceNation, though only a very
small minority of undergraduates
were randomly assigned tickets.
Still, there is value in a series of
lectures by non-Columbia affili-
ates that every interested under-
graduate can attend.

That value is only really there,
though, if students are interested.
Moody-Adams’ lecture, for exam-
ple, was reasonably well-attend-
ed, in large part because it was
mandatory for all Contemporary
Civilization students. Yet, it seems
contradictory to mandate atten-
dance at the pilot lecture for this
program. It was designed, after
all, to increase students’ abil-
ity to choose whether to attend
events. Students shouldn’t be re-
quired to come to these lectures—
they should want to because the
speakers aren’t on campus ev-
ery day, because the topic holds
some deep relevance to their lives
or the world at large, or because
there is a unique reason to hear
that speech by that speaker at that
time. Furthermore, a lecture in a
series should be just that—one
voice in a larger, overarching dis-
cussion. Moody-Adams’ speech,
despite good intentions, failed in
these respects.

CCSC has already indicated
that speakers will be chosen based
on student nominations. This is a
positive start, but these nomina-
tions need to be constructed into a
thematically consistent series that
engages and excites students. With
all due respect to Moody-Adams,
a mandatory speech by the dean
of Columbia College is in no
way equivalent to a speech by a
high-profile speaker that only 200
undergraduates can attend. The
Honorary Lecture Series has tre-
mendous potential in theory, but
whether it will work in practice is
yet to be seen.

JODY’S DRAWINGS!

JODY ZELLMAN

Active thinking—
a paradox?

BY SARAH NGU

The essential tension between theory and
practice is exemplified in a scene from Alfred,
Lord Tennyson's ballad, “The Lady of Shalott,”
written in the 1800s.

A lady sits in a tower, beside a spinning wheel,
watching a mirror. She never looks out the win-
dow. The town life that parades beneath her win-
dow is reflected, shadow-like, onto her mirror,
and she spins the scenes she observes into a tap-
estry. The villagers, who don't know who she is,
call her the “Lady of Shalott”

The Lady of Shalott is an artist, but more im-
portantly, she is an observer. In order to reflect
and contemplate, she has to distance herself from
the action, from the present tense. Yet midway
through the poem, the slumber is broken and she
suddenly cries out, “T am half-sick of shadows”

That is the cry that students let out, in
slightly less poetic words, upon plunking their
Contemporary Civilization reading down onto
the table. The sentiment of that cry lurks behind
academia at large—for classics and philosophy
majors who do not know what to do with their
majors, for social science majors who become
frustrated with the gap between jargon-intensive
theories and real-life phenomena, and so forth.
Except, perhaps, for premedical students, the aca-
demic journey taken by most students in college
is fraught with questions of purpose.

Last Friday, Michele Moody-Adams, dean
of Columbia College, attempted to bridge the
gap between academic theory and practice.

One of her major points was that “in theory,
there is no difference between theory and
practice. But in practice, there is” In other
words, if the theory is well-supported with
evidence from reality, it should naturally have
relevant implications for practice.

But Moody-Adams pointed out a subtler un-
dercurrent of student attitudes towards academic
texts like those read as part of the
Core. The attitude, which I
argue changes over time,
goes something like this:

We enter into college, or
for some of us, high school,
excited about discovering
truth and enriching our
minds. We soon discover
that we can't agree amongst
ourselves on interpretations
of texts, let alone on funda-
mental concepts. Does “thou
shalt not kill” apply to acts of
self-defense? To animals? What
about capital punishment?

Frustrated with the ambigu-
ity and dissonance, we throw our
hands up, sighing, “It’s all relative.
Its all the same. Who cares?”

Moody-Adams pointed out
that this disillusioned response is
due to a previous presumption that
there must be one coherent theory
that contains all truth. With this presumption
framing our minds, the conflicting plurality of
theories bowls us over—we swing over, deflat-
ed, to the other end, denying all truth. But to
maintain this presumption would be to reject
Newtonian mechanics simply because they do
not work on the atomic level. It would be to
deny what each idea and person has to offer.

ILLUSTRATION BY REBEKAH KIM

At its worst, this attitude becomes an ear-closed
arrogance, but a polite one at that—a kind that
often takes a variation of the response, “Oh that’s
interesting. Well, that’s just what you believe”
So reading and thinking about theory does
inevitably translate into an attitude
and, consequently, a practice—
the question is, what sort of at-
titude? A retreat into cynicism
can become, I argue, a thinly
veiled intellectual laziness
that does not actively engage
ideas different from one’s own.
An active engagement means
a critical assessment of ideas
to judge whether or not one
would subscribe to them and
often involves a revaluation of
one’sideas. Such a mental exer-
cise of reflecting, judging, and
even imagining is useful in its
own right. It trains the mind’s
=] faculties and the hearts tolera-
tion of difference—“mental
gymnastics;” as my geom-
etry teacher once said.
Theory may enlighten
our understanding, but it
ultimately trains our way
of thinking, It is left to us
to strike the right balance
between contemplation
and action and to translate the mode of thinking
into practical action—a frustrating and ambigu-
ous responsibility, certainly, but ours, and only
ours, nevertheless.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore.
She is the president of the Veritas Forum and the
ideas editor of The Eye.

Show me the
Middle Eastern
money

BY TAIMUR MALIK

During his official visit to Turkey in 2006,
Pope Benedict XVI was pleasantly surprised
by the words “Al-Kasid Habib-Allah , or,
“The trader is a beloved of God” etched next
to the wall of the exit door. These words were
stated by the Prophet Muhammad and dem-
onstrate the importance of Islam’s position in
the smooth functioning of a society’s economic
well-being and order.

After that first taste of Islam’s economic con-
tribution, the Pope—who sardonically began his
Papal career at odds with the Muslim world—
praised the scruples of Islamic finance. In an ar-
ticle from LOsservatore Romano titled “Islamic
finance proposals and ideas for the West in cri-
sis;” the Holy See’s official newspaper suggested
that the basic rules of Islamic finance could re-
lieve suffering markets and international finan-
cial systems. Noting that Islam prohibits “riba,”
or the usurious loaning of money;, it stressed
that sukuk bonds (Islamic law complaint se-
curities) are always real investments and never
speculative. Given the financial doldrums the
world finds itself in, I believe the Papal observa-
tion makes great sense and gives us all food for
thought to consider why Islamic finance should
not be taken as a niche upstart.

In the aftermath of the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, the term “Islamic finance” roused sus-
picion. However, a look into its modus ope-
randi reveals otherwise. A key prong of its
principles is ethical investing, meaning no in-
vesting in weapons, pornography, alcohol etc.
On the technical side, Islamic finance allows
asset managers to shift away from financial
engineering and towards a much more viable

risk and profit sharing model. Islamic banks
can only lend what they have on deposit,
bracing them from the types of unregulated
lending seen during the financial crisis.

Americawas introduced to Islamic finance by
Yusuf DeLorenzo, who brought it to Wall Street
in the late 1990s. DeLorenzo, who was trained
in both conventional finance and Islamic law,
argued that financial instruments in New York
that were Sharia compliant could fulfill the twin
role of providing American Muslims with a purer
alternative to investments as well as attracting
considerable foreign investment from affluent
Muslim investors from abroad.

Since those days of infancy, Sharia-based fi-
nance took off at lightening pace, shooting to
assets of about $1 trillion in the past few years
globally. While in the grander scheme of things,

Islamic finance has raised
itself as a beacon of hope.

this is not nearly as towering as the Burj Khalifa
skyscraper, despite the global economic slow-
down Islamic finance has maintained very high
growth rates and returns for investors. The rea-
sons for this, its adherents and partisans claim,
are due to its apathy toward excessive risks as well
as investments in genuine assets.

Universities, institutions far more noble
than those on Wall Street and Canary Wharf,
jumped on the bandwagon of capitalizing on
the Middle Eastern $150 per barrel bonanza.
So, too, did banks that created the mechanism
of Islamic banking windows. High-end banks
such as Lloyds TSB and HSBC each opened
these windows. This writer interned with one
such window at the Royal Bank of Scotland in
Pakistan. One criticism of operations is that
they are running inefficient and will last only
while black gold remains in the Arab oil wells.
However that is not necessarily true, as the sys-
tem has worked rather efficaciously in Malaysia,
which has been trying to prop itself up as a ma-
jor hub of Sharia finance in the past few years.

Kuala Lumpur is in fact competing doggedly
with Dubai, Manama, and London for this title
(in London, Prime Minister Gordon Brown re-
cently made changes in the Queen’s law to make
this possible). This fact alone bears testimony to
the enormous pull of Islamic finance.

Last week, Columbia hosted its first ever
Islamic Finance Symposium, a unique event
that brought together the industry’s most ac-
complished speakers, practitioners, and schol-
ars, along with Barnard’s President Debora Spar
at the Diana Center’s Oval Room. The panel
was particularly poignant given the gargan-
tuan length and breadth of the achievements of
Islamic finance. Add to this the bevy of accom-
plished speakers, including Umar Moghul (a
banking and finance lawyer), Aamir Rehman
(aformer BCG consultant and HSBC banker),
and Islamic Scholar Taha Abdul-Basser (who
is teaching a class on Islamic Finance at the
Harvard Business School). All three are prod-
ucts of the American context of Islamic bank-
ing and finance. About 15 years ago, Harvard
founded the Islamic Finance Project to better
study what was then a truly microscopic phe-
nomenon. The aim of last Thursday’s panel was
to make sure that Columbia, too, remains at
the cusp of cutting edge research and debate in
all spheres, including Islamic finance.

Whether the idea of Islamic finance as a prac-
tical yet revolutionary model for a better, more ef-
ficient and judicious economic order will become
arelic of history—like the sea cowry shell curren-
cy of early man—or whether it can reach its pur-
ported messianic potential, remains to be seen.
What last week’s panel did demonstrate was that
given the very messy financial crisis the world is
dealing with, Islamic finance has raised itself as a
beacon of hope. Its ethical principles as well as its
prudent and non-exuberant investing strategies
have made it a force to be reckoned with.

The author is a Columbia College junior ma-
joring in Middle East, South Asian, and African
Studies and concentrating in economics. He orga-
nized the Islamic Finance Symposium.

The anachronism of foreignness

oreignness is
a meaningless
concept. It’s

time that we accept

that and dump the

term into the dustbin

of history.

We live in global

AMIN society in which the
GHADIMI notion of national-
The Way That ity hasevolved far
Can Be Told  faster than our global

political and legal
institutions have. To say that one belongs to
country X or country Y has become a dan-
gerously simplistic representation of reality.

During the buildup to the 2002 Korea-
Japan World Cup, Japan's Emperor Akihito
publicly acknowledged the Korean ancestry
of the Japanese royal family, saying he felt
a certain “kinship” with Korea because of
this shared heritage. I believe that this was
a watershed moment in Japanese history.
Emperor Akihito’s discussion of his Korean
ancestry signaled just how remarkably far
Japan has come from its jingoistic past.

But several of Japans leading newspa-
pers thought it prudent not to report the
story. Why? Does the Emperor’s admission
of “foreign” heritage make him a foreigner?
Of course not. Now that we all know that we
are all originally East Africans, being “from”
somewhere simply indicates how long ago
you or your parents or their parents or their
ancestors moved there. And given that
Emperor Akihito traces the eastward move
from Korea back to over 1300 years ago, I
think we can all safely call him Japanese. So
why didn’t the Yomiuri Shimbun emblazon
the Emperor’s remarks on its front page?

Fast-forward eight years, and right now
at the Olympics in Vancouver, what is osten-
sibly a competition among the world’s na-
tions can no longer really be characterized

as such. According to a recent New York
Times article, figure skaters these days often
compete under the flags of nations with
which they have no real affiliation. And it
isn’t insignificant that the Olympics are be-
ing held in one of the most cosmopolitan
nations in the world: for example, half of
the population of Toronto, Canada’s largest
city, was born outside of Canada.

It’s perhaps wise to stop here and not to
wade any further into the murky waters of
definitions of nationhood. They are poi-
soned by centuries of strife. So instead of
looking backward, we should look forward,
get over notions of “my-country-your-
country, and accept our nationalities for
what they are: legal affiliations that sym-
bolize our personal investments in certain
parts of the world. Nothing more.

This is not to say we must abandon our
homelands. Patriotism is an absolutely
laudable and vital trait—essential, I believe,
to life itself. To deny people’s attachment
to their homelands is to deny them their
fundamental human rights, and to dismiss
the shared identity or heritage of a group of
people is an act of hate. The allegiance of,
say, an American to his or her country is a
noble duty.

But that does not mean that we must be
exclusively patriotic—that does not mean we
cannot begin to think of the nations of our
world as smaller subunits of a greater whole,
like the states that compose this great union
or those of Europe.

Europe is beautiful in a lot of ways, but
it is especially beautiful in its union. It isn’t
as if unions don’t come with problems.
Europe’s scramble to save Greece—and
thereby itself—from economic disaster
shows that any marriage has its struggles.
Still, borders from Amsterdam to Athens
are wide open, and a single Europe, even
with its internal squabbles, seems stronger

than the sum of its parts. Why can’t our
world eventually be that way?

Yes, of course, there are obvious answers.
For one, to offer a grave understatement,
not all countries in this world agree on some
pretty fundamental issues, like whether men
and women are equal, how wealth should
be distributed, and what place science has in
society. But there were fundamental issues
that tore the United States apart, too, just 150
years ago, and America made it through.

Magnifying, then, the scope of the
anachronism of foreignness from a single
nation to the entire world has profound and
sweeping implications.

A convenient example is right here on
campus even if it is negligible on the global
scale. According to a Spectator report from
last semester, one reason Columbia can-
not extend need-blind admission to non-
Canadian or non-Mexican internationals is
that doing so would threaten the University’s
AAA credit rating. This isn't Columbia’s
fault—our entire global financial system is
predicated on notions of national distinc-
tions. But they don't really make sense. Why,
for example, should an Indian national who
has been educated in an American school
fall outside of Columbia’s generous financial
aid policies simply because of the word on
the cover of her passport?

She shouldn't. And her situation dem-
onstrates just how anachronistic a concept
foreignness is.

In our new millennium, “foreign” simply
makes no sense. Let’s face that fact.

Amin Ghadimi is a Columbia College sopho-
more. He is the former Spectator editorial
page editor. He is also a senior editor of the
Columbia East Asia Review and the secretary
of the Bahd’i Club of Columbia University.
The Way That Can Be Told runs alternate
Mondays. opinion@columbiaspectator.com
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Love actually?

Leonard argues that money, not love, makes the world go round.

As the Valentine’s Day hangover hits, four writers rise from their death-by-chocolate to consider what
Feb. 14 really means. Livy Grosvenor suggests we regress, Caroline Blosser explains what she means
when she talks about Love, Maria Lantigua writes about the holiday on her own terms, and Andrew

Valentine’s
Day

BY LIVY GROSVENOR

In the blissfully innocent days of
elementary school, denim overalls,
bad haircuts, and gap-toothed smiles,
Feb. 14 was always a long-awaited and
highly anticipated occasion. It was a
celebration of sweets and cartoon cards
adorned with the Little Mermaid and
Power Rangers. Our desires were sim-
ple—we wanted sugar, not sex; lolli-
pops, not lust; Reese’s, not romance;
Bubblicious, not boyfriends; and Ring
Pops, not engagement rings. Back in
those days, there was mandated inclu-
sion, which meant a guaranteed steady
flow of candy and cards from all class-
mates and friends as mass-produced
and impersonal as they may have been.
There was no looming threat of a devas-
tatingly barren voicemail box or lonely
email inbox. In our days of blissful, el-
ementary innocence, we ran the risk of
going home on Feb. 14 with a toothache,
but these days, we're more likely to go
home on Feb. 14 with heartache.

How have we, as adults, imbued this
holiday, which always brought us unwav-
ering joy, with the potential to cause us
pain? Why give this day in mid-February
the power to make those of us who are

single question our status as such, re-
think eating out alone, or over-analyze
the company of a few feline friends? Why
do 15 percent of American women feel
the need to send themselves flowers on
this day? When did Hershey’s and Haribo
surrender their commercial reigns to
Victoria’s Secret and Kay Jewelers? As
the years pass, how has Valentine’s Day
taken such a dire transitional turn?

Some might argue that as kids it was
not through blissful innocence, but rath-
er through blissful ignorance that we
were able to enjoy a holiday centered
around romance, a
concept which, at
the time, we had not
even the slightest ca-
pability of grasping.
But I beg to differ—
I think we had the
right idea back in the second grade.
Back when Valentine’s Day was all about
spreading the love, doling out candy
hearts, sending X’s and O’s all around,
and living la vie en rose. Back when it
was truly a celebration of a universal,
unbiased love in all shapes and forms
instead of societal and commercial
pressure exploiting and emphasizing
the importance of romantic love.

St. Valentine would have preferred
our free-loving miniature selves.
Although there are many myths sur-
rounding the origin of Valentine’s Day,
one well-known story recalls that St.
Valentine was a Christian priest living

These days, we're likely
to go home on Feb. 14
with heartache.

in Rome in approximately 200 A.D.
who defied the emperor by refusing to
denounce his faith. St. Valentine was a
passionate priest who emphasized the
importance of agape, which, among eros
and philia, is one of the three Greek
types of love. Eros is a passionate, sexual
love while philia is a love among friends
and community members. But agape
is a deep, complex, spiritual love for
all of humanity. St. Valentine preached
the importance of practicing agape and
fostering loving connections amongst
one another. St. Valentine was martyred
on Feb. 14 270
A.D. for his ad-
vocacy of agape,
and ever since
then, we've cel-
ebrated love in
his name. Why
do we stop celebrating agape when we
hit puberty? We should instead be cel-
ebrating the love that St. Valentine died
fighting for.

This Valentine’s Day, I hope you
stocked up on the supplies, whether they
be arts and crafts necessities or home-
made tokens or cheesy store-bought
cards featuring Disney princesses with
coy smiles and dump trucks that say “I
dig you” I hope you spread the love to
all your friends, family members, and
classmates alike. I hope you showed your
love for humanity and all of humanity’s
greatest productions and innovations—
like chocolate, for instance. I hope you

celebrated agape by treating yourself to
a brilliant cup of Jacques Torres’s wicked
hot chocolate, a slice of Max Brenner’s
chocolate pizza, a Magnolia cupcake
topped with chocolate buttercream frost-
ing, or even a variety of truffles from the
nearby Mondel Chocolates on 113th and
Broadway. [ hope you wandered into any
Lindt store in the city appearing genu-
inely interested in a chocolate investment
and scored a free sample. St. Valentine
would urge us to celebrate agape by lov-
ing our friends, our families, our peers,
and ourselves. It’s entirely possible to
appreciate the commercial perks and
treats of Valentine’s Day sans the roman-
tic pressure. Flowers, chocolate, candy,
balloons, sexy lingerie, doilies, greeting
cards, cookies, and jewelry are all won-
derful things to enjoy no matter what
your relationship status may be.

A lot has changed since elementary
school—our denim overalls, bad hair-
cuts, and gap-toothed smiles have most
likely benefitted from the influences of
Seven and Citizens jeans, skillful stylists,
upscale salons, and the handiwork of or-
thodontics. But our Valentine’s Day cel-
ebrations need not transform. Let’s make
old St. Valentine proud and feel the agape
reverberate throughout Morningside
Heights. Next year, on Feb. 14, plan on
going home happy with a toothache—
forget about lonely with a heartache.

The author is a Barnard College
first-year.

Love is the
stuff that
dreams are
made of

BY CAROLINE BLOSSER

I had a dream the other night that
my brothers and sister were dead. Tear-
sullied and tired, I awoke from the night-
mare praying that God would take me
instead. It was my love for them that
made me despair. But the light of Love’s
custody soon softened the terror until all
I could feel was my heartbeat hammer-
ing against the darkness.

Ifsafunnything, a heartbeat. Sometimes
you feel it, and sometimes you don't, but it’s
always there, silently sustaining you with
the very stuff that life is made of. A humble
hero and a constant companion, Love is
patient with me, and it keeps its hold on
me. No matter the swagger I walk with,
every step I take is somehow instep with
the tempo of Love. Its always breathing
in the background, an ambient heartbeat
not unlike my own, but owned by no one,
rather, resolute in its endlessness.

This Love is not that cardboard im-
poster of the kind you find stocked high
in Hallmark aisles. I call that creature “lit-
tle-I” love, that's “little” as in “T have little
time for you,” and “L” as in “lackluster,’
“lifeless,” or “lugubrious.” No, this “little-
L’ love is not truly love. It’s not actually
love in the same way that leggings are not
actually pants. This “little-L love,” like the
leggings-only look, possesses all the cute-
ness of a rotting elephant carcass. And
real Love is most definitely not a rotting
elephant carcass. Neither is Love a waxy
heart-shaped box filled with waxy heart-
shaped candies encased in stale and petty
adulation. No, that is certainly not love.

So what exactly is the real stuff, this
plain old Love?

One thing Love isn’t is easily describ-
able in 800 words or less. No, Love is
not a sentence or a paragraph. It’s more
like a cello, that stringed sage who in a
single note resoundingly sings all the
truths of this strange existence. Or like
a trumpet laughing beneath a subway
grate, happy and profound, distinctive,
both imminent and afar.

Love is like the mantle of stars, nei-
ther frightened nor silenced by the sur-
rounding desolation, but illuminated by
the vast ocean of darkness upon which
it sets its sails. It is a gentle ember with
an inextinguishable spirit, persevering
against the weight of destruction and de-
spair, always with the purpose of find-
ing those who seek safe passage, of being
found itself, of undertaking this strange
and beautiful sojourn in communion
with its voyaging passengers.

Love isn’t easy. For example, I love
Herodotus, sure, but spending 700 pages
with him in one sitting can put a cer-
tain stress on our relationship. I think the
same is true of Love. It doesn’t help that
we have this habit of constantly colliding
into each other, of bumping and bruising
and breaking ourselves and others. And
the resulting pain often makes us won-
der if Love isn’t leading us to a 600-foot

plunge off a sheer cliff face into a fiery pit
of hungry, flesh-eating bears. Sometimes
Love feels more lethal than lovely. Love
keeps me up at night—it makes me cry,
and it makes me fear. But my courage is
childlike—I possess a dreamer’s imagina-
tion and a lover’s heart. It is instilled with
this heart and mind that every time I fall,
I drive my hands down hard onto the
ground and I lift myself onto my knees
and there, kneeling in love for Love itself,
I cry out for it to save me. And somehow,
Love always does.

Love sees me coming from a long way
off, and it runs out to greet me with a
strong embrace. It’s had its hand on my
shoulder since before I knew my name.
Love sits with me in silence when I don’t
feel like talking. It's funny when I'm sad,
and it’s silly when I'm serious. Love rights
my ship, for it is my ship, docked and
waiting in the places where I harbor my

ILLUSTRATION BY SHELLY XU

greatest desires. Love sends me sailing off
into the unknown of adventure. I often
look at Love, not always knowing quite
what to think, not even knowing exactly
what it is. Sometimes I look at Love with
anger and disdain, or with fear and un-
certainty, with pain and with doubt. But
every day, whether I mean to or not, I
stare Love in the face. Every day, I look at
Love. And Love smiles back at me.

After yesterday’s Valentine’s Day, forget
the gimmicks and commercial gestures,
the rose bouquet and the ribbon-covered
box. Find the people who make you feel
the rhythm of your beating heart, and be
to them as Love is and wants to be. Make
their hearts beat right back to the tempo of
something shared. For Love is the reason.
And Love is the end.

The author is a Barnard College
sophomore.

Redefining
Valentine’s
Day

BY MARIA LANTIGUA

When did Valentine’s Day turn into such
asad and complicated day for so many peo-
ple? Indeed, it seems to be a depressing day
for those who don’t have a significant other.
This holiday has been heavily commercial-
ized as a day for couples only. I, however,
grew up believing that Valentine’s Day is
“el dia del amor y la amistad”—the day of
love and friendship. Having this perspec-
tive, I believe, is the best way to think of
this holiday because you will always have
areason to celebrate this.

Even though many people say that every
day should be the day of love and friend-
ship, we have to admit that our routines

sometimes do not allow us to appreciate
the friends and partners we have. Therefore,
it is nice to have a day that you can dedi-
cate to your friends and significant others.
Valentine’s Day should be a day in which you
celebrate friendship and all types of love. It
should be a day that you dedicate to others,
to the ones you
love, and they, in
return, will make
their day about
you. Sometimes
it requires taking
a step back and
making this day
about others so
that we can benefit from their happiness.
Valentine’s Day should be exactly what you
want it to be.

Remember the Valentine’s Days in mid-
dle school? It used to be simple. Everyone
exchanged chocolates and teddy bears. We
weren't in romantic relationships, and yet
we used to have a good time. Those years are
gone, but why does Valentine’s Day have to

I grew up believing that
Valentine’s Day is “el dia del
amor y la amistad”—the
day of love and friendship.

be so miserable for some people? Traditions
change. The way you celebrate Halloween
now might not be the same way you will
celebrate it 10 years from now—unless it
is necessary to bring sexy back. But when
things change, there is a need to alter our
perspectives on certain This Valentines
Day, instead
of focusing on
the hearts and
chocolate, may-

e we should
have tried notic-
ing how much
money is actu-
ally spent on the
holiday. things. If your relationship status
changes, redefining what Valentine’s Day
means is the best way to enjoy the holiday
as you did during middle school.

You can continue disliking Valentine’s
Day because it reminds you that you are
single or because of the silly diamonds
and Hallmark commercials, or you can
adjust what Valentine’s Day means to you.

It is not worth it to spend an entire day
upset over something that is under your
control. Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to
be a bitter reminder that you are single.
It should be a day in which you think of
the people who you love and who love
you back. The key to not being sad during
Valentine’s Day and its aftermath is rede-
fining it as what you think it should be.

Valentine’s Day wasn't created to make
people who are single miserable. It should
be thought of as a reminder to be thankful
for the good people whom you love and
who love you back. Like anything else in this
world, Valentine’s Day is exactly what you
want to make of it. It doesn’t have to be what
the media has commercialized it to be—it
can mean anything or nothing at all. But if
you love yourself, if you love your friends,
if you love your pet, if you love life, then
next year you should absolutely celebrate
Valentine’s Day—your way.

The author is a Columbia College
sophomore.

February’s
win-win
holiday

BY ANDREW LEONARD

Great talents such as Madonna
and Ashlee Simpson have covered
the song “Love Makes the World Go
Round.” But they’re wrong. Greed
makes the world go round, as many
fictional and nonfictional business-
men have been saying for years. This
Valentine’s Day, instead of focusing on
the hearts and chocolate, maybe we
should have tried noticing how much
money is actually spent on the holi-
day. In fact, I think businesses create
all the hype surrounding Valentine’s
Day. Our excitement leads to their
profit. Valentine’s Day gives so many
of us a reason to go out and spend
money. Chocolate, cards, stuffed
animals, flowers and a whole assort-
ment of gifts are purchased. American
Greetings Corporation estimates
that approximately 190 million val-
entines were sent in 2008. The only
time of year at which more cards are
sent is during the Christmas season,
which is arguably the largest holiday
of them all. This is to say nothing of
all of the Valentine’s Day parties that
are thrown, too—now food and deco-
rations are needed, as well, all of it
equating to more money spent.

Valentine’s Day is really more use-
ful than it is romantic. Holidays are
known to stimulate economies. Black
Friday and Christmas shopping are a
huge help to our economy. The large
spike in shopping and sales during
holiday seasons saves many retailers.
However, people are only prompted
to shop because they are in a festive
mood. After New Year’s Eve, there
was a drought of holidays. From Jan.
1 until March 17 (St. Patrick’s Day),
there was a barren wasteland of non-
festiveness. Something was needed to
fill the void. The streamer and glit-
ter companies needed a way to make
sales. So why not celebrate some ran-
dom saint?

Valentine’s Day is not the only holi-
day of its kind. All holidays are, in

All holidays are
clever manipulations
for the promotion of

spending money.

fact, clever manipulations for the pro-
motion of spending money.

Take Easter, for example. I'll give
any person a million boxes of choco-
late if he or she can explain the rela-
tionship between the resurrection of
Christ and chocolate eggs and bun-
nies. But the chocolate companies
aren’t complaining, and neither are
we. It’s a great excuse to break out
diets and eat chocolate and, more
importantly, to have fun. We can tell
ourselves we are doing it for Jesus all
we want, but really we just want those
Cadbury Eggs.

This certainly does not mean,
though, that I should be accused of
being the Valentine’s Day Scrooge. I
love Valentine’s Day, and I make an
effort to celebrate it each year. I think
it’s important to try to force ourselves
to try to love a little more even if it’s
for unrelated reasons.

I come from the West Coast, and
quite frankly, I think February out
here sucks. It has been cold for too
damn long. So, really, 'm happy I got
an excuse to eat a ton of chocolate on
Sunday and to try to snuggle up to
someone for warmth. A lot of great
things came of this past Valentine’s
Day. For example, the Columbia
College Student Council had a reason
to set up a study break that involved
speed dating. Though the success rate
of speed dating generally isn’t too high,
maybe two people got to know each
other and plan on seeing each other
again. And at a place like Columbia,
where there seems to be a general an-
ti-love atmosphere, this newly formed
couple would be enough of a reason in
my book to consider Valentine’s Day
a great holiday.

Perhaps this isn’t what St. Valentine
had in mind, but I doubt St. Patrick
imagined the streets of New York being
filled with angry drunks on March 17.
Every year on Feb. 14, I might be fall-
ing for Hallmark’s tricks but I'm also
having fun. So people can complain all
they want about Feb. 14—1I still love it.
And isn’t that what Valentine’s Day is
supposed to be about?

The author is a Columbia College
first-year.
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FULL MENU e PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

WE DELIVER e OPEN 7 DAYS
SIDEWALK DINING

TUESDAY NIGHT © 15% orr wCUID

(DINE-IN ONLY)

a e te et e e e e e e e e e e e e e .._

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.)
663-1708 ¢ 663 3051

STUDY CHINESE

at Teachers College, Columbia University!

SPRING 2010 « FEBRUARY 15 - MAY 1

MORNING CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

LEVEL: BEGINNER

WEEKEND CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Regisler in person at the

Saturdays | 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. $150.

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. $300.
EVENING CLASSES

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

LEVEL: BEGINNER - LEVEL 2
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

Community Language Program, 525 West 120th Street, Horace Mann 46E. 212.678.3097.
(lasses are non-credit. Instructors are teachers in training supenvised by TC's applied linguistics faculty.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

ADOPTION

ABABY IS OUR DREAM
We’re Rob and Gina, a loving couple
who is longing to adopt. We care about
you. Please call 1 (800) 982-3678. Ex-
penses paid.

APARTMENTS

APARTMENT FOR SALE

Bright and spacious 1 BR apt at Morn-
ingside Gardens, 80 LaSalle St #12B
(betw B'way & Amsterdam). Beauti-
fully renov w/open kitch and 6 clos-
ets! Fitness center and many other
amenities. Photos and complete info
at www.elliman.com/1204820. Com-
prehensive services for first-time NYC
home buyers. Call Hank Orenstein at
Prudential Douglas Elliman Real Es-
tate at (646) 505-6969 or e-mail horen-
stein@elliman.com
NO BROKER FEE. FIRST month free.
Gorgeous, spacious, brand new 2 BR
duplex apt in a limestone 3-story walk-
up located at Streivers Row. Over 1800
sq ft. Pre-finished hardwood flooring.
Beautiful large backyard accessed from
the large LR. Central A/C & heat. Mar-
ble bathrooms (1.5) and custom kitch-
en with granite counter top. Laundry
room inside apt. A must see $2300.
Call (516) 523-2259.
NO BROKER FEE. FIRST month free.
Gorgeous, spacious, brand new 2 BR
apt in a limestone 3-story walk-up lo-
cated at Streivers Row. Over 1000 sq
ft. Decked roof-top terrace with gor-
geous views. Pre-finished hardwood
flooring. 2 terraces accessed from the
BRs overlooking a beautiful backyard.
Central A/C & heat. Marble bathroom
and custom kitchen with granite coun-
ter top. Laundry room inside apt. A must
see $2100. Call (516) 523-2259.

HELP WANTED

BARTENDERS NEEDED
No experience required. Earn $250
per shift. Call us at (212) 809-1775.

ARTIST SEEKS SKILLED photography
amateur with good understanding of
lighting of small objects (egg-sized max-
imum) with high resolution digital cam-
eras, for several projects. Contact:
mnemonicshouse @hotmail.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE—SALES
Job openings: Green Tech. No exp nec-
essary. Free training Feb 21, 2010.
Call immediately (201) 265-0765. Or
qdfc7814@gmail.com

SKI RENTAL

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

TUTORING

DO YOU NEED ATUTOR to focus your
concepts? There is no difference be-
tween being a C student and being
an A student, except in the compres-
sion and focus... A good tutor can
clarify, realign, focus, direct.... If you
feel floundering, get a tutor now. Call
(212) 865-1026. We specialize in the
fields of History, English, Philosophy,
Languages....

TYPING & EDITING

CONFIDENTIALDISSERTATION/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and
Sciences. From committee selection
to commencement. Call and move
forward.

PROFESSIONALEDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for
several federal tax credits, if you are
not claimed on your parents’ return.
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85.
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.
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RESTAURANT
BAR + LOUNGE

LIVE JAZZ
Saturdays at 10:00 pm

Musician Jam Session after first set

Mondays...

Tuesdays...

Thursdays...

“...a great success story in this neighborhood
consistently good..

OPEN FOR LUNCH—WEEKDAYS 12-4
Late Night Menu Until 1:00am

$3 Select Bottled Beer
37 Select Martinis/Specialty Cocktails
Wednesdays...

Buy 1 Sushi Roll/ Get 2nd Half Price

Halt Price Bottled Wine

WEEKEND BRUNCH

22¢ Bloody Mary and Mimosa
with Brunch Entree

“=Tirme Ot Mew York

10% discount with CUID (dine in only; not on special offers)

2787 Broadway @ 107 Street

212.864.1555 |

www.107west.com

http://www.tc.edu/communitylanguage/
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Women'’s basketball defeats Penn 71-58

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL from back page

Columbia regrouped on
Saturday evening to achieve a
71-58 victory over Penn (1-20,
0-7 Ivy). Despite the Quakers
mounting a strong second-half
comeback, the Lions remained
composed, making timely plays
down the stretch.

“I'm just happy we won,”
Nixon said. “They [Penn] did
an outstanding job tonight of
really competing, and I was just
very pleased with the way that
our team stepped up, got the
stops when we needed to, and
scored enough points to win.”

Saturday’s matchup began as a
back and forth affair. While Penn
scored the first five points of the
game, Columbia took a 6-5 lead af-
ter four minutes of action. Lomax
scored a layup with 13:26 left in
the first half, to give the Lions an
8-5 advantage, but senior forward
Caitlin Slover answered with a
three—point play for Penn.

With 6:03 left in the first half,
sophomore guard Sara Ely hit a
layup to give Penn a 17-16 lead.
But Columbia then pulled away
from the Quakers, closing the half
with a 14-2 run. Dwyer began the
rally with two buckets, while se-
nior guard Danielle Browne made
two 3-pointers for the Lions. After
two free throws from Lomax and
another basket from Dwyer,
Columbia entered the intermis-
sion with a 30-19 lead.

But Penn, despite its winless
run in conference play, did not
back down. After Columbia ex-
tended its lead to 19 points in
the second half, the Quakers re-
sponded with an 11-0 run. Lomax
made a much-needed layup with
9:15 remaining, to put Columbia
ahead by 10, but Penn continued
to fight. With less than four min-
utes left, the Lions held a tenuous
61-56 lead.

“We lost control of the game
there, for a little bit,” Nixon said.

Columbia then kicked back

into gear, finishing the game with
a 10-2 run and winning by 13
points. Shafer, making her sec-
ond consecutive start, began the
rally with a 3-pointer that gave the
Lions the momentum for good.

“We just needed to extend
the lead at that point, and it
was just an open shot,” Shafer
said. “I was glad to hit it

Shafer finished with 10
points, while sophomore guard
Mary Beato added 12 points
and four steals for Columbia.
Dwyer finished with 14 points
and six rebounds. For the third
straight game, Kathleen Barry
was out due to injury.

Slover scored a game-high 22
points for Penn. Lomax mean-
while, led the Lions with 21
points, 17 of which came in the
second half. She also grabbed a
game-high 11 rebounds.

Columbia resumes Ivy
play on Feb. 19, when it hosts
Dartmouth. Tip-off is set for
7 p.m.

Lions’ offense struggles in second half

MEN'’S BASKETBALL from back page

as Columbia knocked down shots
early and often, particularly in
big moments. Scott converted on
10 of 14 attempts from the field,
including a red hot seven of nine
from 3—point land.

Scott’s hot hand gave Colum-
bia the early lead, and a deter-
mined Lions’ squad would not
let another game slip away in the
second half. “After the Princeton
game, we talked hard about mak-
ing the plays to win,” Jones said,
emphasizing the importance of
winning the battle of the boards.

Against Penn, the Lions led by
as many as 15 points, taking a 31-
16 lead off a jumper from Scott
with 6:24 to go in the first half.
After halftime, Scott made his
sixth of seven tries—he would
knock down to put his team up
11, with 17 minutes left to play.
At that point, the Quakers began
to fight their way back into the
game, taking the lead, with seven
minutes to go, on two free throws
from sophomore Zack Rosen.

Three minutes later, sopho-
more Noruwa Agho delivered
his first basket of the evening at
just the right time. With a hand
in his face, Agho knocked down
a three to turn a 56-54 deficit
into a one-point lead.

Agho was hounded all night
long by Penn defenders, and was
limited to five points on two for 10
shooting. He found other ways to
contribute, though, pulling down
11 rebounds and handing out a
career-high five assists. The night
before Agho scored 15 points, but
was harassed into 4-for-17 shoot-
ing by a relentless Tigers defense.

“He’s getting so much atten-
tion now;’ Jones explained. “He’s
a scorer—he’s not just a shoot-
er—and we've got to do a better
job of getting him some easier
shots. I thought he showed great
confidence in heart at the end of

that Pennsylvania game.”

Agho was joined in the back
court by senior guard Kevin
Bulger. Since taking over the
reins of the offense after Pat Fo-
ley was sidelined by a shoulder
injury, the tri—captain has per-
formed admirably. On Saturday
he turned in a trademark steady
effort, recording seven points,
five assists, and two steals to go
with only two turnovers in 26
minutes of play.

“We ask so much of him,” Jones
said of Bulger. “Point guard is not
his natural position, and he’s done
a great job all year filling in that
void. ... He came out really asser-
tive, and he and Niko [Scott] re-
ally set the tone in that game”

Also the team’s go-to stopper
on defense, Bulger turned in a
solid performance against Penn’s
Rosen. Bulger frustrated the star
shooting guard all night, forcing
him into a disappointing 2-for-8
shooting effort.

Asenso Ampim was another
major contributor for the Lions.
Ampim, who did not play at
all against Princeton on Friday,
came off the bench on Satur-
day. In 18 minutes of action, he
scored 12 points, and turned in
a crucial block on a Rosen layup,
with 20 seconds left, and the Li-
ons up 64-62.

Ampims big play reflected
Columbia’s knack for delivering
in the critical moments of Sat-
urday’s game. In addition to his
clutch three, Agho pulled down
several important offensive re-
bounds, and had an important
bucket late in the lane. Freshman
John Daniels hit two free throws
to ice the game late, and Bulger
picked off the ensuing inbounds
pass to give the Lions their sec-
ond straight win at the Palestra,
Penn’s famed gym.

Talking about the differ-
ence between that win and Fri-
day’s defeat, Jones explained,

“We made some timely baskets
[against Penn], and ultimately
we made the plays in the Penn
game that we didn’t make in the
Princeton game”

Columbia has never won at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gymnasium
under Jones, and despite one of
the best first halves all year for the
Light Blue, the big moments saw
the Tigers rise to the occasion.

“I thought we played great
in the first half—one of our best
halves all year,” said Jones. An
inability to knock down shots in
the second half doomed the Li-
ons, he explained, along with a
disparity in offensive rebounds.

“They got second chance
points, we didn’t,” he concluded.
“And that was really the differ-
ence in the game”

Unfortunately for Colum-
bia, Princeton was the one who
made the big plays on Friday.
“We just couldn’t make shots in
the second half,” Jones added. As
a result, the Tigers pulled out a
methodical comeback, chipping
away at the Lions’ lead and even-
tually overtaking them midway
through the second half.

But with Penn’s win, Colum-
bia returns home with confi-
dence after two solid outings.

“Even in the Princeton game,
we played a good, sound game,’
Jones pointed out. In the end
though, Jones explained, “we’ve
split the last three weekends, and
that’s going to be the case until
we find a little more consistency””

With the weekend’s tough
play, Jones may start to see just
that. A close loss at the hands
of a Princeton team that had
not lost in Ivy play until No. 22
Cornell squeaked out a close
win the next night, paired with
a win at Penn, where that same
Big Red team had lost the night
before by double figures, bodes
well for the rest of the Ancient
Eight season.
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EARLY MISS | The Light did not perform well this week, but is optimistic about the rest of its season.

Freshman Bartnik impressive at No. 1

WOMEN'S TENNIS from back page

championship.

Despite their loss at the event,
this weekend gave the Lions a
chance to see their Ivy competitors
before conference matches begin
in March. The championships gave
head coach Weintraub the oppor-
tunity to watch Dartmouth play, a
team that before this weekend was
relatively under the radar.

“We have a very strong con-
ference. Every team is solid”
Weintraub said. “Four teams are
currently ranked, and Dartmouth
with their win over Princeton
may break in now too”

Expecting a difficult first match,
Columbia played Princeton, who
were the No. 1 seed in the cham-
pionships, and are No. 44 in the
ITA National rankings. Princeton
defeated Columbia 7-0 by win-
ning the doubles points and five of
the six singles matches in straight
sets. In doubles, Princeton earned
an early lead, wiping out the No. 3
team Natalia Christenson and Eliza
Matache, 8-1. Nicole Bartnik and
Carling Donovan then lost at No.1
byascore of 8-3. Though able to put
up a good fight, Natasha Makarova
and Chelsea Davis in the No. 2 spot
also eventually fell, 8-5.

In singles, more losses en-
sued for Columbia. However,
Columbia’s Chelsea Davis was
able to produce a close contest
in the No. 3 singles spot. In her
singles match, Davis crushed
her opponent in the first set, 6-2,
but was unable to maintain the
momentum to finish the match

on top. Davis fell 6-3 after the
second set, and lost overall, 2-6,
6-3, (11-9), fighting persistently
in the third set.

The loss against the Tigers
placed the Lions into the con-
solation bracket, in which they
faced Brown on Saturday. The
Lions were defeated again in the
first round of the consolation
draw against Brown, 6-1. During
doubles play, Columbia saw its
first win of the weekend as No. 1
doubles team Nicole Bartnik and
Carling Donovan were able to
finish off their opponents with a
score of 8-5. The other two dou-
bles teams were defeated, howev-
er, which gave Brown the early 1-0
lead in the match as it snagged the
doubles points.

In singles, Bartnik continued
to see victory, defeating Brown’s
Herzberg in the No. 1 singles
spot, 6-4, 7-5. This would be
Columbia’s only win of the
match as the Brown Bears swept
through the No. 2 through 6
singles spots in straight sets.

Columbia then faced its Ivy
League foe Cornell early Sunday
morning, and was defeated by
a score of 3-1. The Lions were
unable to take doubles points as
Natalia Christenson and Eliza
Matache were defeated 8-4. In
singles, Bartnik once again se-
cured a win, defeating her op-
ponent 6-4, 6-4. After Bartnik’s
point, Columbia was unable to
notch any more wins, losing the
No. 2 through No. 4 singles de-
spite Chelsea Davis’ near come-
back after a first-set loss. Davis

worked to win her second set
6-3, but was unable to come out
on top in the third set, losing
overall 6-2, 3-6, 5-0 (UNF).

Despite its 8th place stand-
ing after this weekend, the
Lions had some remarkable mo-
ments of play. This weekend’s
highlight came from freshman
Nicole Bartnik. Her play during
this championship was particu-
larly outstanding as she was able
to reel in Columbia’s only wins
of the tournament.

“Nikki continues to prove
she is one of the best players in
the league with wins over #89
Cassandra Herzberg (Brown)
and Ordway (Cornell). The
highlight of the weekend was
Nikki’s win in doubles with
partner Carling Donovan over
Herzberg and Aboubakare who
are currently ranked #29 in the
nation in doubles” Weintraub
said, “Look out for them to break
into the rankings now.”

The loss of the championship
is upsetting for the Lions, but
the team is looking ahead op-
timistically. Still very early in
the season, Columbia will train
in practice with new insight of
their Ivy competitors’ styles.

“Our team continues to be de-
termined to improve” Weintraub
said, “We are looking forward to
getting back on the court, and are
motivated to work harder so we
beat these teams.”

Columbia will play next week on
Feb. 19 against Syracuse University
at the Dick Savitt Tennis Center at
5pm.

Don't hold your breath, Texas is staying

MACDONALD from back page
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wouldn’t want to give up the
rivalries with Texas A&M and
Oklahoma, and adding the two
to the non-conference schedule
would be a BCS death wish.

The Big East got so mad
at Miami and Boston College
for defecting to the ACC in
2005 that they filed a lawsuit
against the two schools. What
would the Big 12 do if one of
its top two teams—and let’s
be serious here, Texas and
Oklahoma are really the only
thing the Big 12 has going
for it right now in football—
defected to the Big 10? It
wouldn’t be pretty.

The Lawrence Journal arti-
cle cites that Texas” increased
travel costs (Texas now plays
five to six of its games within
the state of Texas) would be
covered by the extra money
received through the Big 10’s
huge TV expansion if Texas
were to join. But from where
I'm sitting that’s more of a
home run for the Big 10—ex-
panding into the Texas mar-
ket—than for the Longhorns,
who already have the biggest
TV deal in the Big 12.

And not that DeLoss Dodds,
Texas’ athletic director, isn’t
concerned about revenue, but
Texas actually had its revenue
increase substantially in the last
two years, whereas everyone
else has fallen upon hard times.
As Dodds once famously said,
“We don’t have to keep up with
the Joneses. We are the Joneses.”

The question of whether
or not Texas would move to

the Big 10 is more than just

a question of money. It’s a
question that I've never really
thought about: what makes a
conference? Right now, with
the “Big Six” conferences, ap-
parently what defines a con-
ference is its location in the
United States.

But for Columbia and the
other seven schools in the
Ivy league, “best fit for now”
doesn’t seem to apply. Yes, the
Ivy league teams all play each
other in athletic competition.
Yes, the Ivy league was for-
mally founded in 1954 under
the NCAA as primarily an
athletic conference.

But the Ivy league no lon-
ger represents just an athletic
conference, it might never
have. In fact, I would argue that
the modern Ivy league least
resembles the kind of athletic
conference typically found in
the United States.

By refusing to give athletic
scholarships, the conference has
a distinct disadvantage in re-
cruiting, and the kids that come
to institutions like Harvard, Yale,
Columbia, or Cornell, are kids
who want to continue to com-
pete while still getting a degree
from a prestigious university.

All, except Cornell, were
founded during the colonial
period of American history.
And as of 2010 all eight rank in
the top 20 undergraduate col-
leges in the United States, with
Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and
Penn as the top four schools in
the country. As a conference,
I'd say the competition focuses
more on academic excellence

than the results of what hap-
pens on the field of play.

The idea that any of these
universities would leave the
conference is more laugh-
able than the Texas to the
Big 10 rumor. The Ivy league
doesn’t get huge TV deals or
much national coverage when
it comes to sports. Students
don’t pour into stands and
other than the Harvard-Yale
game, there doesn’t seem to
be too many heated rivalries.
Since 1954 there have been no
defections, no reformations,
no additions (though unlike
the conferences with num-
bers, there’s nothing illogical
behind adding an institution
to the Ivy League).

So what defines a conference
like the Ivy league? Is it endow-
ments? Is it academic excellence?
Because there seems to be little
question that the Ivy League has
a corner on those markets. The
Ivy league stands so entrenched
in the minds of the nation that
nothing could tear a school out
of the conference.

I do, however, think that
if the Big 10 is looking to
get into the Texas market
they should target TCU, who
would be more than happy to
make the jump to a Big Six
conference, and prove that
they can handle the tough
guys just fine. Texas isn’t go-
ing anywhere.

Holly MacDonald is a Barnard
College senior majoring in history
and English.
sportseditors
@columbiaspectator.com
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MOVING AHEAD | Niko Scott eclipsed his previous career-mark of 24 points, lighting up Penn for 29. Columbia has won three of its last five games.

NDAY

Scott’s 29 carries

CU in win at Penn
First half not enough to beat Tigers

BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

For the second night in a row,
the Lions watched as an early
lead slowly turned into a second
half deficit. Columbia was not in-
terested in repeating Princeton’s
methodical comeback on Friday
night, and the next night in Phil-
adelphia, it made sure Penn paid
the price for allowing its visitors
to jump out to a 14-5 advantage.
After a tough 55-45 loss to Princ-
eton, the Light Blue came away
with a 66-62 win, as a reward af-
ter two nights of gritty play.

After a tough loss to Yale the
previous Saturday, head coach
Joe Jones and his team focused
on playing with heart and en-
ergy. That emphasis showed in
the early going against both the
Tigers and the Quakers, as the
Lions competed from the open-
ing tip-off in each game.

Thanks in large part to the
contributions of senior Niko
Scott, Columbia rebounded
from a tough loss the night be-
fore to take command -early
against Penn. Scott scored a
career-high 29 points, including
19 in the first half, as the Lions
carved out a 35-28 halftime lead

COLUMBIA 45
N
..i PRINCETON 55

v

despite a 12-4 Quaker run to
end the half.

“He was terrific; said Jones.
“He really stepped up as a senior. ...
He was just outstanding. It wasn't
just his shooting, it was the way he
carried himself the whole way?”

Princeton had responded
to another energetic Light Blue
performance in the early go-
ing, using an 11-2 run to cut a
12-point Columbia lead to 27-24
at halftime. Columbia came out
in a three-fourths court press,
and used a variety of defenses
to cause multiple turnovers, and
prevent any sort of offensive
rhythm. As a result, the Light
Blue conceded only three points
in the first eight minutes of play.

That night, the Tigers would
overtake a gritty Lions squad in
the second half, en route to a 55-45
win at Jadwin Gymnasium. Satur-
day was a different story, however,

COLUMBIA 66
PENN 62

SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL, page 7

Texas too
big for the
Big Ten

e
Big
10

is look-
ing to
expand.
‘ Already
number-
HoLLy ing 11
MAcCDONALD schools,
The Eyes of  thecon-
Texas ference
wants

more. At first it was speculative:
maybe Notre Dame, maybe the
University of Missouri, maybe
the University of Pittsburgh, all
are within the regional scope
of the Big 10. None of those
schools would be a huge leap.

And then came the reports
about the Big 10 going after
the University of Texas. And
the Lawrence Journal World
reported that talks had begun
with the conference and the
university discussing the issue.
(Big 10 Commissioner Jim
Delany later denied that any
such discussions took place.)
Suddenly the question was
would Texas leave the Big 12?2

And my answer would
be no, even if Delany is ly-
ing and he has been reach-
ing out to the Longhorns.
Texas is not going to leave
the Big 12. Texas is not going
to leave a conference where
they’ve dominated for the
past ten years. Only three
conference championships,
sure, but four straight BCS
bowl games in the last four
years does a school—and a
conference—proud.

And this is Texas. The
university certainly doesn’t
want to be the outlier school,
furthest away from the heart
of Big 10 country. The school

SEE MACDONALD, page 7

Columbia falls to Princeton, beats Penn

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

For the third consecutive
weekend, the Columbia wom-
en’s basketball team split a set
of back-to-back Ivy League
games. The Lions are now tied
with Yale for third place in the
conference standings.

Columbia (14-8, 5-3 Ivy)
could not stop Princeton on
Friday night, becoming the
sixth Ivy League squad to fall
to the Tigers this season. The
Lions struggled on both ends
of the floor in the 77-55 loss.

“I don’t know how you
want to censor this, but we got
our asses kicked,” Columbia
head coach Paul Nixon said.
“Princeton deserves a lot of
credit, because they beat us in
every aspect of the game.”

Junior guard Kathleen Barry
did not play for a second straight
game due to a sprained knee,
so sophomore guard Melissa
Shafer started in her place for
Columbia. But Shafer contrib-
uted little offensively, convert-
ing just one of seven field goal
attempts in the first half and
four of 14 overall.

Columbia kept the game
close for the first seven minutes,
but the Lions missed too many
shots during the first half to re-
main competitive. Princeton
(18-2, 6-0 Ivy) built a com-
fortable lead, largely by feed-
ing freshman forward Niveen
Rasheed, and sophomore cen-
ter Devona Allgood in the post.
The Tigers also limited junior
forward Judie Lomax’s impact
for Columbia, playing a tough
defense that forced her to take
outside shots.

The Lions finished the first
half on a 6-1 run in the final
minute, but their burst of of-
fense could not undo the dam-
age already done. Columbia
went 9-for-28 from the field
—including an 0-for-6 show-
ing from 3-point range—in the
tirst half, and the Lions entered
the intermission trailing the

m PRINCETON 77

g1 COLUMBIA 55

O

Tigers by 18 points.

Shafer opened the second
half with a baseline trey to cut
Columbia’s deficit to 15 points,
but Princeton continued to
dominate the game. The Tigers
led by as many as 28 points in
the second half before beating
Columbia by 22.

“I'm from Mississippi,” Nixon
said. “I don’t have the thick ac-
cent I used to, but where I come
from, that’s what they call, “You
just got taken to the woodshed’
You got your ass whooped.”

PENN 58
COLUMBIA 7

Junior center Lauren Dwyer
led the Lions with 12 points,
while Lomax finished with
11 points and nine rebounds.
Allgood added 13 points and
six boards for Princeton.
Rasheed meanwhile, finished
with game-highs of 27 points,
14 rebounds, seven assists, and
five steals.

“I don’t like the ‘Energizer
bunny’ cliché, but I feel like she’s
perpetual motion on the court,
Nixon said of Rasheed. “She’s al-
ways active—she’s moving offen-
sively, she’s moving defensively—
and when you combine that with
the fact that she’s blessed with
good size and athleticism, that’s
a combination that makes for a
very good player”

SEE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 7
==
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SHARP SHOOTER | Junior Lauren Dwyer shot the ball well against Penn,
giving forward Judie Lomax room to operate in the second half.

Womens tennis team swept
in ECAC Championships

BY LAUREN SEAMAN
Spectator Staff Writer

The women’s tennis team
traveled to Cambridge, M.A.
this weekend to compete in the
championships of the Eastern
College Athletic Conference.
The championships featured
seven of the eight Ivy League
schools, with Boston University
replacing Penn. Columbia
was seeded No. 8 going into
the tournament and finished
in eighth place. The champi-
onships will end on Monday,
with the No. 3 and 5 seeds,
Yale and Dartmouth, sched-
uled to meet in the final. The
ECAC Championship is only
the first of many times this
season Columbia will face its
Ancient Eight rivals. From
here, the Lions plan to work
hard to prepare for the confer-
ence season.

“The team is looking for-
ward to getting back on the
practice court and working
hard toward reaching our goals
of beating these teams dur-
ing Ivy season,” head coach
Ilene Weintraub said after the

SEE WOMEN'S TENNIS, page 7

SPORTS BRIEF

AN coLumBIA 0
~
A PRINCETON 7
. BROWN 6

COLUMBIA 1
. COLUMBIA 1

CORNELL 3
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BAD SWING | Women’s tennis failed
to win a match this weekend.

No. 1 Columbia advances to
finals in Ivy tennis tourney

The top seeded men’s ten-
nis team advanced to the finals
of the Eastern College Athletic
Championship tournament on
Sunday, in which it will face
No. 2 seed Harvard in the final
on Monday. The Lions, ranked
No. 52 in the nation, took out
No. 8 seed Dartmouth 6-1 in
the first round, and took out
No. 4 seed Cornell, 5-2 in the
semifinals. Harvard advanced

with a 5-2 win over Brown in
the first round, and a 6-1 rout
of Princeton in the semifi-
nals. Harvard, who took out
Columbia in a 4-3 thriller at
the ECAC's last spring, en-
ters as the No. 62 team in the
nation, although Columbia
edged them 4-3 during Ivy
play last season on the way to
the 2009 Ivy title.

—Kunal Gupta

NUMBERS

Columbia’s shooting
percentage in the loss to
Princeton. The Tigers shot
an impressive 51.4 percent

from the field.

The number of 3-point-
ers hit by senior Nico
Scott in the win over Ivy
rival Penn. Scott scored a
career-high 29 points.

MONDAY MORNING

IVY LEAGUE STANDINGS

W L PCT WL PCT
Cornell 7 1 85 2 4 840
Princeton 5 1 833 14 6 700
Harvard 6 2 750 17 5 173
Yale 4 4 500 10 15 400
Penn 3 3 500 4 16 .200
Columbia 3 5 35 9 13 409
Brown 2 6 250 8 17 320
Dartmouth 0 8 000 4 18 182

POINT GUARD

SPECTATOR PIXBOX STANDINGS: WEEK X

1 Tom “The Mouth that Roared” Di Benedetto 20-12
1 Lucas “In the Refrigerator” Shaw 20-12
2 Jelani “Can’t Knock the Hustle” Johnson 18-14
4 Lisa “That's What She Said” Lewis 17-15
5 Bart “The Tailgating Tales” Lopez 15-17
5 Matt “The X-Factor” Velazquez 15-17
7 Kunal “Moving the Chains” Gupta 14-18
7 Holly “The Eyes of Texas” MacDonald 14-18
7 Jacob “Put it on the Board” Shapiro 14-18
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