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Vice President of Student 
and Administrative Services 
Scott Wright discussed issues 
ranging from enforcement of 
the University’s partial smok-
ing ban to alcohol storage at 
a Columbia College Student 
Council meeting on Sunday 
night.

The University Senate 
banned smoking within 

20 feet of buildings on the 
Morningside Heights campus 
in December 2010. University 
Senator Alex Frouman, CC 
’12—who helped craft that 
policy—said at the CCSC meet-
ing that Wright had failed to 
adequately communicate the 
policy across campus.

Frouman said that Wright 
“did represent himself to the 
senate as the person respon-
sible for the ban,” and that 
Wright hadn’t responded to his 

questions about enforcement 
of the policy since September. 
Wright responded that he 
sent an email to the appropri-
ate deans of students about 
enforcing the policy and that 
he was not obligated to police 
smoking outside of academic 
buildings.

Wright also noted that he 
hadn’t seen a lot of people vio-
lating the policy. Some build-
ings have signs by their doors 
advertising the 20-foot rule.

“One of the reasons so many 
people here don’t do things 
is that if you try to do things 
that make the campus better, 
people end up attacking you,” 
Wright said. “What I can’t do 
is ease into some role as the 
only person here who is going 
to be responsible for taking ac-
tion on smoking policy.” 

Additionally, Class of 2013 
Representative Alex Jasiulek 
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Open housing will be an 
option in all upperclassmen 
dorms during this year’s hous-
ing lottery, Dean of Student 
Affairs Kevin Shollenberger 
said on Friday.

Columbia College Interim 
Dean James Valentini and 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Science Dean Feniosky 
Peña-Mora approved a rec-
ommendation from the Open 
Housing Task Force to ex-
pand open housing on Friday, 
Shollenberger said in a state-
ment. Shollenberger noted 
that the policy will not include 
Furnald, Hartley, and Wallach 
halls, all of which house some 
first-years.

Under the open housing 
policy, any two upperclass-
men can live together in a 
double, regardless of gender. 
Shollenberger said that the 
deans approved open housing 
after the task force’s “careful 
review” of the yearlong pi-
lot program, which allowed 
for gender-neutral housing 
in six upperclassmen dorms 
this year.

Avi Edelman, CC ’11, who 
serves on the Open Housing 
Task Force and was one of the 
original authors of the open 
housing proposal, said he was 
proud of everyone who has 
worked on the policy.

“It’s really exciting to see 
so many hours of work and so 
much passion from so many 
students over the course of 
three years finally result in 
a campus-wide change that 
I really think is going to do a 
lot to make students feel safe 
and comfortable at Columbia,” 
Edelman said.

Over the last few years, 
dozens of schools have ad-
opted some form of gender-
neutral housing, including 
Stanford University, Princeton 
University, the University 
of Chicago, and Harvard 
University.

Ryan Cho, CC ’13, who also 

serves on the task force and 
is a resident adviser, said the 
deans’ approval was expected. 
He said it was a positive sign 
for students that they were able 
to get the policy approved.

“The biggest thing is to 
make sure residents are com-
fortable in the living space they 
have, so this is just another op-
portunity for students to be 
comfortable in the spaces they 
live in,” Cho said.

Barry Weinberg, CC ’12, 
who is also a member of the 
task force, called the policy’s 
finalization “wonderful” and 
“satisfying.”

“I texted my friend, with 
whom I was planning on liv-
ing when I thought the propos-
al was going through in 2009, 
and three years later, we finally 
got it,” Weinberg said. “I just 
smiled.”

Edelman explained that the 
task force, in conjunction with 
the housing office, will now fo-
cus on outreach and education 
about the policy. Members will 
make sure the housing website 
lists buildings with open hous-
ing and gender-neutral bath-
rooms, and they will stay in 
touch with students utilizing 
the new policy.

Edelman said student sup-
port was crucial in pushing 
for the policy’s approval, not-
ing that almost 1,000 students 
signed a petition for open hous-
ing and that about 20 student 
groups signed a statement of 
support for it.

“The spirit of ally-ship and 
community that really gathered 
around this is what has gotten 
this from the initial phase to 
where it is now,” Edelman said.

He added that open housing 
shouldn’t work much different-
ly than regular housing.

“It’s the idea that any two 
students who think they can be 
compatible roommates should 
be compatible roommates,” 
Edelman said. “There’ll just be 
greater options for students in 
making that decision.”
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Ryan Kendall, GS ’13, sat 
on a hallway bench outside 
the courtroom on the morn-
ing of Jan. 20, 2010. Kendall 
was nervous, but focused. He 
was a man on a mission—he 
was about to serve as one of 19 
witnesses against California’s 
Proposition 8, a 2008 ballot 
initiative that defined mar-
riage as a union between a man 
and a woman.

On Tuesday—two years lat-
er—Kendall was finally able 
to celebrate a long-awaited 
victory: A three-judge panel 
from the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals found Prop 8 to 
be unconstitutional, bringing 
gay marriage one step closer 
to a reality in the nation’s most 
populous state.

“One of the arguments 
used to take away equal rights 
from gays and lesbians is that 
we choose our sexual orienta-
tion,” Kendall said, recalling 
his role in the trial two years 
ago. “I was presented as evi-
dence that sexual orientation 
is not a choice.”

When Kendall was 15, his 
parents sent him to “conver-
sion therapy” at the National 
Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexuality af-
ter finding out that he was gay. 
At NARTH, Kendall said, his 
life became hell, and he started 
to believe that suicide was the 
only way out.

“They were teaching me 
that I was a terrible person—
that I was unlovable, defec-
tive, and damaged,” Kendall 
said. “Plus I had lost my fam-
ily over this issue, and that 

just was incredibly emotion-
ally painful.”

But at age 16, Kendall suc-
cessfully petitioned for his 
own custody, and he was 
able to end his treatment at 
NARTH.

“I couldn’t keep coming 
to conversion therapy be-
cause I would probably have 
committed suicide,” Kendall 
said. “And aside from suicide, 
my only option was to go to 
Human Services and have my 
parents’ rights revoked.”

At the Prop 8 trial, Kendall 
used his experiences to make 
the case that being gay is part 
of his fundamental identity, ar-
guing that he can’t be stripped 
of his right to have a family 
based on that identity.

“I testified about my con-
version therapy because peo-
ple say being gay is a choice 
and use that argument to take 
away our rights,” Kendall said.

Gay marriage was legal in 
California for several months 
in 2008, before voters narrow-
ly passed Prop 8 in November 
of that year. Following the 
trial, a federal district judge 
struck down Prop 8, and the 

Deans approve open 
housing expansion
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CIRCLE UP  |  Vice President for Student and Administrative Services Scott Wright talked to CCSC members at their Sunday meeting.

COURTESY OF COLUMBIA GLOBAL CENTERS

NOW OPEN  |  Columbia officially launched a global center in 
Nairobi, Kenya, with a Jan. 13 ceremony in the African nation.

SEE PROP 8, page 2
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Valentini’s recent donation is an 
effective and well-meaning gesture.

Hop on the train

The Light Blue held a big second-
half lead over Brown and cruised to 
victory, but in the same situation the 
following night against Yale, the Lions 
collapsed in the final 10 minutes.

Lion-sized letdown at 
Levien Gymnasium
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Columbia launched its glob-
al center in Nairobi, Kenya, 
last month, but some students 
and staff still have questions 
about discrimination in the 
region and about the center’s 
continental research scope.

Students and Columbia of-
ficials at the center will work 
closely with the Kenyan gov-
ernment, providing policy ad-
vice to leaders based on their 
research. In a sign of its close 
relationship with the coun-
try’s leaders, Columbia recent-
ly received a Memorandum 
of Understanding from the 
Kenyan government, which 
gives the University tax 
benefits.

“Thus far we’re the only 
American university that has 
that kind of privileged sta-
tus,” Vice President for Global 
Centers Ken Prewitt said. “It 
has the characteristic that, 
because of the way eastern 
Africa is organized, it actually 

gives us the [same] status in 
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
and Burundi.”

But the center’s opening 
has raised questions about 
how the University will re-
spond to discrimination and 
safety issues at its global cen-
ters—particularly in Kenya, 
which will serve as a base for 
University research through-
out Africa. Prewitt expressed 
concern about the treatment 
of gay and lesbian students in 
Nairobi.

“There are places where 
we have to warn students that 
it won’t necessarily be easy,” 
Prewitt said. “Uganda is very, 
very homophobic right now, 
aggressively and unpleasantly 
so. We don’t know if we can 
completely protect you if you 
went to northern Kenya.”

Eric Kutscher, CC ’12, stud-
ied public health in Kenya last 
year. He spoke to Kenyans 
about HIV contraction and 
voluntary male circumci-
sion, and he noticed strong 

Nairobi global center raises 
questions about discrimination

“People say being 
gay is a choice and 
use that argument 
to take away our 
rights.”

—Ryan Kendall, GS ’13

Admin addresses smoking ban enforcement at CCSC meeting

For one GS student, Prop 8 
court case is personal

Three years after President Barack Obama’s landmark speech in Cairo, 
campus political groups debate his foreign policy.

Low Library Rotunda, 8 p.m.

Join scholars for a discussion of upcoming Senegalese elections that are 
already surrounded by controversy.

1501 International Affairs Building, 4 p.m.

Elections in Senegal

Obama and the Middle East

Gender-blind housing OK’d for 
all upperclassmen dorms

The subway line is what best 
exemplifies New York’s diversity.

3, 2, 1, go!
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          NOVEMBER 2008
Open housing is proposed by 
Barnard Student Government 
Association representative 
Janelle Batta, BC ‘11.

        NOVEMBER 2009
Columbia College Student 
Council and Engineering 
Student Council pass 
resolutions supporting 
gender-neutral housing.

            FEBRUARY 2010
Surprising some of its 
supporters, administrators 
don’t approve an open 
housing proposal for the 
2010-2011 school year.

                  APRIL 2011
Forty students sign up for 
mixed-gender doubles in the 
housing lottery, although 
only about 20 students end 
up staying in open housing.

           NOVEMBER 2010
Administrators approve an 
open housing pilot program for 
six residence halls.

           FEBRUARY 2012
Open housing is approved for 
all upperclassmen dorms.

SEE NAIROBI, page 2
GRAPHIC BY SINJIHN SMITH

OPEN 
HOUSING
A brief look at how 
Columbia’s open 
housing program was 
implemented.



court of appeals upheld that 
finding on Tuesday.

But same-sex marriage is like-
ly to stay banned in California 
while the appeals process con-
tinues. Prop 8’s backers plan to 
appeal the most recent ruling, 
either to a larger panel of Ninth 
Circuit judges or directly to the 
United States Supreme Court.

Any person or organization 
can file an amicus brief to pro-
vide information that might as-
sist the court in reaching a deci-
sion. The appeals court’s ruling 
adopted some of the arguments 
presented in Columbia’s amicus 
brief, Goldberg said, adding that 
many organizations filed briefs.

“In a major case like this, 
many organizations want to 
add their views for the court’s 
consideration, to give the court 
additional ideas on how to think 
about the case,” she said.

In her amicus brief, Goldberg 
argued that California doesn’t 
have a legitimate reason to es-
tablish different marriage rules 
for same-sex and opposite-sex 
couples, as it treats those cou-
ples identically in all other ways.

“The Ninth Circuit point was 
the explanation that the rights 
had already been granted,” 
Goldberg said. “Giving it out and 
then taking it away shows a mea-
sure only to harm the couples. 
They have all of the basic rights 
of marriage, but not the name of 
marriage.”

Both Goldberg and Kendall 
said they were thrilled by the ap-
peals court’s decision last week.

“The fundamental issue is 
whether or not you’re going to 
let people have their own fami-
lies,” Kendall said. “And that’s 
the most basic right anyone gets: 
the right to their own family.”

After the trial, Kendall was 
interviewed by CNN and sev-
eral other news outlets. He’s 
also become a character in the 
play “8,” which tells the story 
of the trial.

The play had a one-night 
Broadway premiere last 
September—with a cast includ-
ing Morgan Freeman and John 
Lithgow—and in March it will 
debut in Los Angeles, where 
George Clooney and George 
Takei will star, among others. 
Kendall is portrayed by “The 
Book of Mormon” actor Rory 
O’Malley.

Reflecting on the trial, 
Kendall said that seeing Prop 8 
declared unconstitutional made 

him feel like a “full citizen.”
“It’s a powerful thing for a 

court to declare what you al-
ready know: that you are equal 
just like anybody else,” Kendall 
said. “And each day it happens, 
it’s good for all of us everywhere, 
because it helps us approach 
that better world we are trying 
to build.”

But Kendall is still worried 
that other children will be put 
in the situation he was in. He 
believes that adults must “take 
away the stigma of being LGBT” 
in order to reduce youth suicide 
rates.

“Unfortunately, even if we 
win in this case, the reality is that 
many kids will still be shipped 
off to ‘straight’ camp. It’s an 
ugly truth,” Kendall said. “But at 
least when you start normalizing 
people who love each other, you 
start to make things better.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

homophobia in the region.
“Nairobi is very homo-

phobic,” Kutscher said. “In 
Tanzania, it’s illegal and they 
prosecute people. In Kenya, it’s 
illegal, but I don’t think they 
actually brought people into 
court for it. I think that people 
would judge you, and I think 
that you might get an awkward 
reaction, but you wouldn’t get 
arrested.”

Prewitt said that if a coun-
try refused to issue a student a 
visa based on his or her sexual 
orientation or religious beliefs, 
the University would end that 
program for all students. 

Administrators will be cau-
tious about cultural norms and 
political instability in other 
countries, Prewitt added, es-
pecially as Columbia begins to 
encourage research through-
out Africa. While the global 
center is located in eastern 
Africa, administrators want 
it to become a continental re-
search hub.

“[The global center] will 
work to increase the conti-
nent’s role in the strategic di-
rection of key global issues,” 
Nairobi center director Belay 
Begashaw said in an email from 
Nairobi.

Kutscher, though, expressed 
doubts about how well Nairobi 

reflects Africa as a whole.
“If you want an American 

cheeseburger, you can go 
to an American place to get 
it,” Kutscher said. “I don’t 
think anyone would say that 
[Nairobi] represents African 
culture.” 

He added, however, that “if 
you’re looking for something 
that’s developing, then Nairobi, 
that’s the main city—in East 
Africa, at least—that’s really 
developing.”

Lakota Pochedley, CC ’13—
who is currently studying in 
Senegal, a West African coun-
try—said she would not choose 
to study in Nairobi, as the re-
gion’s cultural landscape is 
too far removed from West 
Africa’s.

“You definitely would have 
very different experienc-
es in Nairobi versus Dakar,” 

Pochedley said in an email, 
referring to the capital of 
Senegal. “Also, you have dif-
ferent ethnic groups in the two 
countries with different kinds 
of languages and such, so again 
your research and experience 
would be different.”

Columbia has already 
opened global centers in 
Amman, Jordan; Beijing, 
China; Istanbul, Turkey; 
Mumbai, India; Paris, France; 
and Santiago, Chile, and an ad-
ditional center is planned for 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Prewitt 
said that the University would 
consider opening centers in 
northern, southern, and west-
ern Africa if it were financially 
feasible.

“If somebody came along 
right now … and said we really 
like this idea of creating a cen-
ter in Johannesburg or Dakar, 
then we would certainly pay 
attention to that,” he said.

Begashaw added that the 
global centers office may ex-
pand its operations in Africa.

“This is not something to 
be ruled out in the future,” 
Begashaw said. “Right now 
however, Columbia will be fo-
cusing on building a reputable 
system by strengthening and 
consolidating the efforts of the 
existing Nairobi-based Center.”

melissa.vonmayrhauser
@columbiaspectator.com

brought up issues with the 
University’s alcohol use poli-
cy. He explained that at many 
University-sanctioned student 
events where there is alcohol, 
all unopened drinks have to be 
opened and poured down the 
drain at the end of the night.

Wright said that University 
Event Management does not 
oppose allowing students to 
keep unopened drinks, al-
though he added that finding 
a space to store the alcohol 
might be an issue. 

“We shouldn’t be wast-
ing stuff,” Wright said. “We 
should find a better way to do 
it. Certainly there’s no agenda 
from a UEM point of view.”

Wright also said discussed 

infrastructure spending on the 
Morningside Heights cam-
pus. The University currently 
spends about $2 million to $3 
million per year on infrastruc-
ture, but administrators plan 
to triple this budget next year, 
while keeping the budget for 
cosmetic changes, like floor-
ing and lighting repairs, at $4 
million per year. He noted that 
his office is looking into reno-
vating the Carman Hall lounge 
and the Furnald and John Jay 
hall floor lounges, as well as 
improving unfurnished loung-
es as part of a “capital plan.”  

Wright also addressed com-
plaints about the narrow spi-
ral staircase in Ferris Booth 
Commons, saying that the fa-
cilities office is planning to 
study it. 

“It’s a puzzle when I first 
saw it. It’s a puzzle today,” 
Wright said. “It’s a bad idea.” 

At the end of the meeting, 
Barry Weinberg, CC ’12, em-
phasized the need for more 
student space on campus. 
Wright said he supported 
more student space, ending 
the meeting by saying that 
“anything can be done with 
enough money.”

Most students who attend-
ed the Sunday night meeting 
were CCSC members. CCSC 
President Aki Terasaki, CC ’12, 
said non-council turnout was 
not as high as he had hoped, 
adding that the council hadn’t 
done much publicity for the 
meeting.

ben.gittelson
@columbiaspectator.com
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In her first year as princi-
pal at Columbia Secondary 
School, Miriam Nightengale has 
brought a unique skill set and 
a passion for education to the 
job—and students and teachers 
say that she has revitalized the 
school.

Since Nightengale’s arriv-
al in August, the University-
affiliated science and engi-
neering school—which is 
located on 123rd Street be-
tween Morningside Drive and 
Amsterdam Avenue—has seen 
its Department of Education 
grade rise from a C to an A. It 
has also started attracting city-
wide attention—it is now one 
of the top 10 schools parents 
search for on the InsideSchools 
website, Nightengale said.

Nightengale thinks that CSS 
“is going to be one of the top-
level schools in the city.”

“We have the resources to 
actually prepare students in 
very authentic ways for college 
experiences, as well as a teach-
ing staff that regularly brings 
students in contact with real ex-
periences around their course-
work,” she said.

classroom experience
Nightengale has had a va-

riety of jobs in education. She 
has taught math at Brooklyn 
Technical High School and in 
the Central African Republic—
in French, while working for 
the Peace Corps—and before 
coming to CSS, she was prin-
cipal at the High School for 
Law, Advocacy and Community 
Justice on the Upper West Side. 

She also co-founded a 
Chicago theater company 
with her brother and lived in 
Morningside Heights while a 
student at Teachers College.

“I’m calling on different ar-
eas from my past experience 
that I maybe haven’t used in a 
while,” Nightengale said.

She explained that while 
she “misses the connection 
with the kids” that a classroom 
teacher has, she feels that her 
teaching experience has served 
her well in the principal’s role.

“As a teacher, you have this 
group of kids that’s sort of like 
a social circle … You’re not 
of them—you’re apart from 
them—but your day is sort of 
defined by them and their per-
sonalities and their energy 
and their cares and their joys, 
and so that energy is not really 
present in the principal job,” 
she said. “You have to bring 
your own energy to it and de-
fine your day in ways that a 
classroom teacher has a day 
defined for them.”

“I like the principal job,” 
she added. “I think there are 

overwhelming aspects to it 
where you feel like you can’t 
do any one thing well, which 
is true of a teacher too.”

bringing innovation
CSS, which opened in the fall 

of 2007, currently has students 
in grades six through 10, and it 
will eventually expand to grades 
11 and 12. It received over 1,500 
applications for 25 spots in the 
incoming high school class this 
year.

The school serves the impor-
tant role, Nightengale said, of 
providing science and engineer-
ing resources and classes to stu-
dents who wouldn’t otherwise 
have access to them. Applicants 
from across the city are select-
ed for admission based on their 
test scores and academic re-
cords, with students from 96th 
Street and above given priority.

“For the students we serve, 
which is a very diverse popu-
lation both socioeconomically 
and ethnically, we’ll be able to 
place students in science and 
engineering fields that are cur-
rently underrepresented there,” 
she said.

CSS teachers said that 
Nightengale has instituted sev-
eral important structural chang-
es that have made the education 
process more cohesive. Tenth-
grade Spanish teacher Sandra 
Kaplan said that Nightengale 
helped teachers put together an 
“integrated curriculum” that al-
lows them to collaborate.

“We work in teams—a pro-
fessor from each area, we get 
together in grade-level teams,” 
Kaplan said. “So we all share 
what we are teaching, and we 
share what topics we’re going 
to be teaching, and we align all 
that information so that … infor-
mation can be integrated from 
different topics.”

Kaplan added that 
Nightengale has been a “men-
tor” for her and the other teach-
ers. In particular, Kaplan said, 
Nightengale has helped her 
learn how to reach every stu-
dent in a large classroom.

“She helps us to develop a 
better lesson plan,” Kaplan said. 
“And she walks into our classes 
and observes our classes and 
calls us for a post-observation, 
where she goes over all the de-
tails she observes.”

Students agreed that 
Nightengale has contributed a 
lot to the school.

“Our new principal has re-
ally been organizing our school 
and renewing its original pur-
pose of being one of the top 
schools in Manhattan,” 10th-
grader Sam Pirani said. “And I 
feel like she’s really organizing 
the school in ways that it hasn’t 
been before.”

Kaplan believes that 
Nightengale has “brought a lot 

of innovation to the school” and 
its students.

“She always takes the time to 
explain to them why knowledge 
is important and how they can 
be better citizens in the future,” 
she said. 

changes and growth
CSS added grades nine and 

10 this year, which Nightengale 
said was an impetus for many 
of this year’s changes. Student 
government and dances have 
been developed for high school-
ers, and CSS has hired a col-
lege guidance counselor and 
planned college trips.

And even with the ongo-
ing expansion to high school, 
the middle school is “still very 
strong,” Nightengale said.

“We are continuing some 
of the things that have always 
made the middle school suc-
cessful—the creative approach 
to the coursework that the 
teachers have, the work of the 
teachers to connect what the 
students are doing to things 
outside the school, and taking 
them out for the science classes 
to Morningside Park to dig in 
the ground, do investigations on 
the poor bugs,” she said with a 
laugh. 

CSS was founded with 
Columbia’s backing, and 
Nightengale wants the school to 
develop its relationship with the 
University. Qualifying CSS stu-
dents have the opportunity to 
take Columbia classes—which 
Nightengale said is essential for 
expanding their opportunities—
and she hopes more students 
will be able to do so.

“It’s hard with a small school, 
sometimes, to offer the same 
range of choices that a larger 
school could offer,” Nightengale 
said. “But one of the benefits of 
partnering with Columbia is 
that we have some of those op-
portunities to offer them and a 
larger range of courses because 
every student can, if they meet 
the criteria, take courses at 
Columbia.” A 10th-grader who 
recently took a Columbia his-
tory class received a B, she said.

On the whole, Nightengale 
added, she values her job and 
the chance to help CSS students.

“You can create a path for 
our students that can change 
what their future might be, and 
so that is something that is very 
satisfying about the job. And as 
a teacher you can do that as 
well, but as principal you can 
do that on sort of a larger scale,” 
she said. “Being able to graduate 
students who can manage [col-
lege engineering] courses and 
really survive and thrive … that’s 
where we’re going, and I think 
we have a great opportunity to 
get there.”

emily.neil
@columbiaspectator.com

First-year principal lifts up local school
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NIGHTENGALE  |  Since Miriam Nightengale became Columbia Secondary School’s principal in 
August, the school has seen its Department of Education grade jump from a C to an A.

Kenya center to serve as hub for Africa research
NAIROBI from front page

CCSC members also question alcohol storage policy
CCSC from front page

COURTESY OF ARIANNA ARCARA

NO ON 8  |  Ryan Kendall, GS, ’13, was one of 19 witnesses to tes-
tify against California’s Proposition 8 at a trial two years ago.

Kendall’s role in trial portrayed on Broadway
KENDALL from front page

“You definitely 
would have very 
different experiences 
in Nairobi versus 
Dakar.”

—Lakota Pochedley, CC ’13



First Ivy win elusive as leads evaporate
BY JOSH SHENKAR
Spectator Staff Writer

“I’m disappointed but not 
discouraged,” Lions coach Paul 
Nixon said after the Columbia 
women’s basketball team lost to 
Brown 72-63 in overtime Friday 
night. While the Lions (2-19, 0-7 
Ivy) lost yet another game to Yale 
73-59 on Saturday night, their 
competitive performance and of-
fensive production have shown 
improvement from earlier Ivy 
League matchups.

Nixon’s optimism comes from 
the fact that the Lions competed 
in both of their weekend games 
before being undone by late runs. 
Columbia traded the lead with 
Brown (14-8, 5-3 Ivy) five times 
before struggling offensively in 
overtime. The Lions’ game with 
Yale (14-8, 6-2 Ivy) featured six 
lead changes before the Bulldogs 
dominated the last 10 minutes of 
the second half.

“I thought, for the first 40 
minutes, we played our best Ivy 
game of the season so far,” Nixon 
said after the loss to Brown.

Indeed, the Lions had one 
of their best offensive perfor-
mances at Brown, as they shot 

36 percent and made seven 
three-pointers. Junior guard/
forward Tyler Simpson and se-
nior guard Melissa Shafer led 
the Lions’ offense with 28 and 
18 points respectively. The game 
was fairly close throughout, with 
the Lions coming back to take a 
31-29 halftime lead after Brown 
had led 20-12 earlier in the first 
half. Both teams remained evenly 
matched in the second half, and 
the game went into overtime af-
ter Light Blue sophomore guard 
Nicole Santucci missed a layup 
at the end of regulation. In over-
time, though, the Lions were out-
scored 16-6, due in large part to 
their four turnovers.

“We had the lead down to one 
before we made two consecutive 
turnovers that led to breakaway 
layups for them,” Nixon said. 
“They weren’t just turnovers 
like a travel or we threw it out of 
bounds. We literally just threw 
the ball to them. They were kind 
of the most awful turnovers you 
can give up. We went down from 
being down one to being down 
five in a few possessions.”

The Light Blue had a great 
start to its game at Yale, jumping 
out to a 29-17 lead thanks to 56 

percent shooting in the first 15 
minutes. The Bulldogs offense re-
covered, though, and it managed 
to cut the Lions’ lead to two at 
halftime. In the second half, the 
sides were fairly evenly matched 
in the first 10 minutes before the 
Bulldogs managed to pull away. 
Yale outscored Columbia 27-
14 in the last 10 minutes of the 
game, with junior guard Megan 
Vasquez scoring 11 of her career-
high 28 points over that span. 

“We played really well in the 
first 30 minutes of the game,” 
Nixon said. “The last 10 minutes, 
we let the game get away from 
us because we stopped really ag-
gressively attacking on offense.”

The Lions’ collapse in the 
second half may have been par-
tially due to fatigue, as the team 
had just played an overtime game 
with Brown the night before.

“[...] The biggest problem 
with fatigue is that a lot of times 
as a player, you don’t even really 
realize it’s happening to you,” 
Nixon said.

The Light Blue will seek its 
first Ivy League win when it 
hosts Princeton on Friday. It will 
then face Penn the following day 
in Levien Gymnasium. 

YAN CONG FOR SPECTATOR

SIMPSON SINKS ONE  |  Junior guard/forward Tyler Simpson had 26 points in a near win at Brown.
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To the Editors,

I was thrilled when I found out last week that two 
Mexican students, Andrea Viejo and Cecilia Reyes, start-
ed a discussion in their opinion columns (“Mexican in 
New York,” Jan. 29; “Another Mexican in New York,” Feb. 
8) about their experiences of coming to the U.S. I wish 
to extend their discussion by bringing it closer to home. 
This is mainly because I want to stress that the dichotomy 
that exists in the U.S. between “Mexican-Americans” and 
“temporal Mexicans in the U.S.” has roots in Mexico itself. 
These labels might hurt and sound exclusive. However, 
what hurts the most is that they are a reality—a reality 
that we can no longer ignore. Something that continues to 

strike me about my interaction with students at Columbia 
and people around New York is how little I’m associated 
with the physical Mexican stereotype, which tends to 
be thought of as a short, brown-skinned individual that 
works at one of the local delis. 

To anyone that studies the economic and political history 
of Mexico, it will become evident that the mestizos (those 
of Spanish and indigenous descent), a category to which I 
belong, have benefited the most, while the indígenas, a cat-
egory to which many “Mexican-Americans” belong, have 
been repeatedly and continually repressed both in our home 
country and in the U.S. I am aware that this is just a modest 
and simplistic way of portraying Mexican history. For our 
purposes, I think it gives sufficient background in order to 
point out that the dichotomy found in the U.S. is an exten-
sion of the one that originated in Mexico many centuries ago.

I can’t agree more with the fact that it is important to 
unpack some labels and stereotypes because they often 
reinforce differences. However, it is also important to 
reflect upon the reality of a label. What is it about the 
dichotomy of “Us” vs. “Them” that remains true in real-
ity? What we cannot do is try to ignore a label because 
we don’t want to sound exclusive when the exclusive-
ness is a reality. I believe that in this case, even if it is 
discomforting, we—not only Mexicans—have to be aware 
of the dichotomies that are a reality within our society. 
This is important because we cannot aspire to have a 
more inclusive society unless we scrupulously look at 
our own society.

Lourdes Pintado, GS ’12
Feb. 13, 2012

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Last week, Columbia College Interim Dean James 
Valentini made good on his pledge to match seniors’ 

contributions to the Senior Fund, agreeing to donate over 
$4,000. This move is encouraging on two fronts. First, it 
is promising to see that Valentini has taken a personal 
interest in the success of the Senior Fund’s push to raise 
donations. Second, and more importantly, it is encouraging 
to see Valentini follow through with an initiative that he 
advocated for early in his tenure. While we recognize that 
his capacity as interim dean limits his policy and decision-
making abilities, we commend him on his communication 
and outreach efforts he promised early on. Valentini’s 
Senior Fund donation is simply the latest example of his 
commitment, and is an example: giving back after we exit 
Columbia’s gates. 

Valentini has said that “it’s not about the money, it’s not 
about the amount, it’s the symbolism that we all owe some-
thing to the college” (“Valentini to donate over $4000 to 
Senior Fund,” Feb. 10). This attitude should resonate with 
all of Columbia’s undergraduates. We should acknowl-
edge what our respective schools have done and continue 
to do for us as students. Valentini’s idea isn’t limited to 

Columbia College—it raises a pertinent issue for all of 
Columbia’s schools. 

Though we recognize that it is financially difficult for 
recent alumni to donate to their undergraduate institu-
tions, it is worthwhile to point out that this money directly 
impacts a specific undergraduate school. Given that we 
usually feel more attached to our particular schools than 
the University as a whole, this clarification is especially 
relevant. 

While we criticize ourselves for a lack of community, 
symbolic gestures like this one help foster school unity. 
The last part of what Valentini had dubbed the “3, 2, 1” 
challenge involves older alumni, bridging a generation gap 
between students and alumni and helping bring together 
different class years. 

While Senior Fund donations are significant in that they 
provide valuable liquid capital to the various schools, the 
idea of giving back is not limited to monetary contributions. 
Alumni give back through mentorship programs, by spon-
soring internships, and by staying aware of what is going 
on around campus. With this in mind, it should be easy to 
give back to the institutions that have given us so much. 

This process is ongoing, and Valentini’s tone has been 
immensely beneficial. We hope to see this positive atti-
tude continue both within Columbia College and across 
other schools.
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With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, I came to the real-

ization that I have a passionate love 
affair with the subway. 

The subway in New York is a 
world of its own. In a city of 8 million 
people, the public transport system is 
the common thread that links every-
one. Take a glimpse at the geographic 
layout of the 1 train that stops right 
outside of campus: It makes a stop in 
nearly every one of this city’s micro-
cosms. From the wealthy pockets of 
Wall Street investors, it travels uptown along Times 
Square tourists, makes a stop at Columbia, touches 
upon the Harlem barrios, and settles in the neighbor-
hoods of the Bronx. How many faces, how many sto-
ries, how many broken dreams and joyous adventures 
live through it? The subway lines are like veins that 
circulate through New York and feed it with liveliness. 

I’ve fallen in love with the subway because every 
ride is an opportunity to understand the way this city 
interacts. I invite you to ride the subway with a new 
attitude: Immerse yourself in the very essence of your 
subway car. Leave headphones, books, and conversa-
tions with friends behind. Leave behind that empty 
stare into space because you are too shy to look strang-
ers in the eye. Instead, pay close attention to what is 
around you. Listen to the conversation of the person 
next to you, the many different accents, foreign lan-
guages, and babies’ cries. Look around at the different 
fashions, features, and objects that people carry along. 
Breathe in the different aromas—sometimes, they will 
be Chanel No. 5. Other times, they will not be pleasant 
at all. It is a cultural experience.

I realized for the first time how globalized the 
subway was when I sat in between two commuters 
reading Chinese- and Spanish-language newspapers. I, 
on the other hand, had a spare copy of Spectator in my 
backpack. All three had articles on the Occupy Wall 
Street movement. Nonetheless, I’m sure the three of 
us had entirely different perspectives on the issue—
mainly because our backgrounds had led us to experi-
ence entirely different things in this city. The subway 
brought us together. This made me feel butterflies.

The lyrics to Simon & Garfunkel’s “Sound of 
Silence” read, “The words of the prophets are written 
on the subway walls.” Public spaces like the subway 
grant the opportunity for anyone to become a prophet 
within their very own means of expression. Think of 
all the musicians, the Bible preachers, the communist 
protests, and mime artists that you come into contact 
with as you wait at a subway station. One of my favor-
ite memories of riding the subway is when a group 
of Mexican mariachis and corridor singers randomly 
jumped in at 96th Street. Immediately after finish-
ing their songs, they started advocating for immigrant 
rights. They probably wanted tips for their perfor-
mance, but I saw what they were doing as a statement 
of their presence in this city. They were showcasing 
their cultures and their personal backgrounds in pub-
lic, contradicting the anonymity that this society pres-
sures them to live in.

Being in love with the subway has taught me that 
we are not as foreign or distant from any other New 
York City resident as we perceive ourselves to be. It 
is during that 15-minute subway ride that all our lives 
connect and are equally vulnerable. The subway has 
also brought me to be conscious about the responsibil-
ity we have in connecting the different microcosms 
of this city. As intellectually conscious citizens of the 
116th Street—the Columbia University stop—both with 
students who intern at Wall Street or volunteer in 
Harlem, students should be reminded by any subway 
ride that we have the power to connect both worlds. 

We should all fall in love with the subway line.
 

Andrea Viejo is a Columbia College first-year. She is on the 
executive board of the Columbia Society of International 
Undergraduate Students and a writer for Nuestras Voces. 

From Outside In runs alternate Mondays.

Be my valentine, 1 Train

From 
Outside In

ANDREA 
VIEJO

Giving back

BY HEIDI KELLER

A quote I often hear, “Don’t just attend church—be the 
church,” reminds me in a very tangible way of what this vision 
actually means for the congregation of Trinity Grace Church, 
which used to meet at P.S. 75 Emily Dickinson School on 96th 
Street—until we recently lost the right to congregate in the 
building, which we had called home for the past few years.

In 1994, the Bronx Household of Faith applied for space at 
a middle school to use for Sunday services. The request was 
denied—twice. During the years between these two denials, 
many congregations have been able to find ways to use pub-
lic school buildings for congregation space, but the federal 
appeals court decision made last December to uphold the 
ruling of the city’s Department of Education took the rest of 
the city’s churches down with it thanks to Resolution 1155. 
The motivation for such restrictive regulations is mainly a 
desire to maintain the separation of church and state.

Now, many churches in New York City are churchless—
what, then, is a “church”? The word evokes images of grand 
cathedrals and modest chapels, both of which can readily 
be found throughout the city. But in the most basic sense, a 
church is a place for public Christian worship. For this rea-
son, you find that Christians don’t just sit in pews for weekly 
worship services, they use bar stools, too, like at Hillsong 
NYC, which hosts services in Irving Plaza. Now, schools are 
left with the awkward task of determining when after-school 
religious activities become too church-like and have lost the 
modest source of revenue provided by the churches’ rent for 
the space, an estimated several million dollars.

I would say that I will miss the students of P.S. 75 Emily 
Dickinson School—but I never actually met them. Our paths 
didn’t cross because my Sunday-morning activities didn’t co-
incide with their regular weekday cycle of classes. Viewing 
the charming paintings of personified vegetables that line 
the school hallways is the only way that I’ve connected to the 
students who occupy the building Monday through Friday. 
Unfortunately, I can’t say that I’ve touched their lives simi-
larly—they don’t even know I exist. This legislation, which 
Jane Gordon, senior counsel of the New York City Law 
Department, hailed as “a victory for the city’s schoolchil-
dren and their families,” I suspect will have little impact on 
anyone besides the congregations that are now left homeless.

Space is tight. I get it. This is New York City, after all. But 
with the state allocating its resource of space inefficient-
ly, I regret to say that I can find no logic in this decision. 
Congregations need space and have money. Schools have 
space and need money. Disallowing this mutually beneficial 
transaction creates a deadweight loss for society and causes 
stress on both ends. Some restrictions are needed, of course: 
We shouldn’t allow groups like the Ku Klux Klan to congre-
gate in elementary school cafeterias. Schools have, until now, 
regarded groups renting their space in the same way: As long 
as nothing illegal is taking place, a church congregation is 
just as welcome to use the space as the local Boy Scout troop.

Yesterday marked the last time that dozens of your fel-
low students made the trek to P.S. 75 on 96th Street for a 
Sunday morning Trinity Grace Church worship service. The 
ruling went into effect on February 12. There was hope that 
Resolution 1155 would allow the practice to continue, but 
this has not come in time for services this weekend. Trinity 
Grace, with multiple congregations throughout the city, is 
certainly not abolished, but the time and location is now 
much more inconvenient for its members, many of which 
are Columbia students. 

Some people have taken to protesting with prayer meet-
ings—groups knelt in prayer in front of barricades outside 
of the building where Mayor Bloomberg gave his State of 
the City address last month—and 43 of these estimated 200 
protesters were arrested for “disorderly conduct.” The best 
thing that I can do is turn the other cheek. In losing this 
space for worship, I remember how blessed I am to be able 
to practice my religion freely and “do church” wherever life 
takes me. Jesus said in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or 
three gather in my name, there am I with them.” So despite 
the momentous impact and inconvenience of the court rul-
ing, I and my fellow Christians in Morningside Heights 
will continue to find ways to live out the words of Jesus. 
Faith communities have given a lot to the city in the way 
that they care for people in need and work for restoration 
in every sector of society. A global center like New York 
City should strive to preserve the religious diversity that 
has made it so iconic. 

The author is a Barnard College sophomore majoring in en-
vironmental science. She is a member of Trinity Grace Church 
and InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. 

Being the church 
without a ‘church’
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Congregations need space and have 
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deadweight loss for society.
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Ride the subway with a new attitude: 
Immerse yourself in the very essence 
of the subway car you occupy.

yael wiesenfeld
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BERKSHIRE SKI RENTAL 
Looking for comfy style farmhouse in 
Egremont, MA near ski slopes But-
ternut and Catamount? 3 BR house 
with large dining room, kitchen, living 
room (brick fireplace), 2 baths. Near 
French Park, dog run. 5 miles from 
Great Barrington. Avail Dec-March, 
by month or season. $1000/mo plus 
heating. Contact Phyllis at  (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPERM DONORS WANTED
Healthy males between the ages of 
18-39. Earn up to $160 per week. Call 
Reprolab, Inc. 332 E 30 St, NYC, NY 
10016. (212) 779-3988.

WHY GET C’s WHEN YOU CAN get 
A’s? A Phd tutor can focus your con-
cepts. There is no difference between 
being a C student and an A student 
except in the focus and the compres-
sion you are given. A good tutor can 
clarify, realign, direct, in research, anal-
ysis, writing. If you agree, get a tutor/
coach now. Email wb15@caa.colum-
bia.edu. We specialize in History, Eng-
lish, Philosophy, Languages.

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 
and Occupational Therapy services 
available for adults and children in 
English, Spanish, and Hindi. (212) 
430-6800.care@OpenLinesNY.com.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

 
FASHION BRAND REPS WANTED! 
Promote a leading fashion retailer by 
hosting events on campus! Email: 
SofiaL@mryouth.com info.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive 
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender 
and relational issues. Sliding scale. 
Free consultation. Psychology Today. 
Near CU campus. csiliver@brooklyn. 
cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPY
Brief, goal-focused therapy to alleviate 
anxiety and depression. Become un-
blocked and better equipped to man-
age stress. Experienced LCSW. Office 
located within blocks of main campus. 
Contact Sharonmariner2@gmail.com; 
(917) 386-8754.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $399K, $918 maint. 
Neil (646) 373-5545.

$700—1 BR IN 3 BR APT. Male pho-
tography students roommates. 140 St 
& B’way. Call evenings tor text (917) 
902-7954.

7 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$355K for 4 BRs, 1 bath co-op on 136 
St betw Riverside & B’way. The apt 
is spacious and provides charming 
accommodations. 10 ft high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, laundry in basement. 
Close to public transp, CU and Riv-
erbank Park. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To view, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

5 BR CO-OP FOR SALE
$269K for a 5 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

5 BR CO-OP FOR SALE
$170K for 2 BR co-op apt located on 
160 St betw B’way and Amsterdam. 
Hardwood floors and spacious lay-
out. Close to public transp. Income 
restrictions apply. To vew, please call 
Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-
anresales@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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The Lions (7-4, 4-3 Ivy) split their final two meets of the season, falling to Princeton 120-
172 before bouncing back on Senior Night to defeat Dartmouth, 174-123. Despite the loss to 
the undefeated Tigers, the freshman class continued to show its strengths with wins in three 
events—the 50-yard freestyle, the 200 IM relay, and the 1-meter dive. The next day, the Light 
Blue returned to the pool for its final home meet of the season against the Big Green. The divers 
made a huge contribution, as junior Jason Collazo won both the 1-meter and the 3-meter dives 
and freshman Micah Rembrandt placed second in both events. The Lions started off with a win 
in the 200-yard IM relay, followed by freshman Dominik Koll breaking away in the 40th lap 
of the 1,000 free to win with a time of 9 minutes, 27.0 seconds. For the last event, the 200 free 
relay, the team of freshmen Stanley Wong, Daniel Gosek, Alex Ngan, and sophomore William 
Falk-Wallace, broke the pool record in a time of 1:22.07.

“This was a big win against Dartmouth,” senior Bruno Esquen said. “There was a big crowd, 
everyone was supporting us.”

The Lions will begin tapering off in preparation for the ECAC Championships, which begin 
Feb. 24, and the Ivy League Championships, starting on March 1.

—Eric Wong

Columbia’s freshmen performed well this past weekend, upholding the team’s win streak 
by winning 5-2 against George Washington and 7-0 against Marist. Freshmen Ashok Narayana 
and Mac Schnur won in the No. 1 doubles spot against the Colonials on Friday with classmates 
Winston Lin and Bert Vancura taking the No. 3 spot. Vancura handily beat Viktor Svensson in 
the No. 4 singles spot, while Narayana and juniors Nathaniel Gery and John Yetimoglu took the 
No. 3, No. 2, and No. 5 singles spots, respectively. The Lions swept the Red Foxes Saturday with 
Narayana and Schnur taking the No. 1 doubles match, but Vancura and Lin fell in a tiebreaker in 
the No. 2 match. The Bucher brothers, junior Cyril and sophomore Tizian, took the No. 3 match 
to give the Light Blue the edge in doubles. Columbia won every singles spot. The team travels 
to the ECAC Team Championships in Hanover, N.H., this Friday.

—Laura Allen

The Lions (6-4, 1-2 Ivy) narrowly missed out on a sweep of their three weekend matches. The 
Light Blue kicked off its weekend with a decisive 28-6 victory over Princeton (6-11, 1-3 Ivy), to 
earn its first Ivy duals win of the season. Senior heavyweight Kevin Lester bounced back from 
a loss last weekend at Cornell, defeating Tiger junior Bobby Grogan. The next day, Columbia 
dropped a 19-18 nail-biter to the Quakers (6-6, 2-2 Ivy), as neither Lester nor 197-pound junior 
Nick Mills could get a win in the Lions’ final two bouts, allowing Penn the come-from-behind 
win. That evening, however, the Light Blue bounced back with a dominating 31-10 win over 
Rider (9-8). Both Mills and Lester earned wins, as did 149-pound junior Steve Santos, whose 
eight-match winning streak had been snapped earlier in the day. Three Lions went a spotless 
3-0 on the weekend. Junior Jake O’Hara was perfect at 157 pounds, as were junior Stephen West 
and freshman Shane Hughes. Columbia will close out the duals season when Brown, Harvard, 
and Hofstra visit this weekend. 

—Eli Schultz

Columbia	     5
George Washington   2

Columbia 	 183
Dartmouth	 117

Columbia	   18
Penn	         	   19

Columbia	     7
Marist		     0

Columbia 120
Princeton 172

Columbia                   174
Dartmouth     123

Columbia	 173
Princeton	 127

Columbia	   28
Princeton        	     6

Columbia	   31
Rider	        	   10

scoreboard

men’s tennis

women’s basketball

men’s basketball

men’s squash

wrestling

Columbia                    63
Brown	          72 (OT)

Columbia                   59
Yale	   	  73

men’s swimming 
and diving

Columbia                   86
Brown                         60

Columbia                   58 
Yale                             59

Columbia                     2
Penn	                      7

men’s track and 
field

Finished seventh at 
New Balance Colle-
giate Invitational

women’s track and 
field

Finished third at 
Millrose Collegiate 
Invitational

Columbia                     1 
Princeton                     8The Lions had a difficult weekend, falling 7-2 at No. 9 Penn on Friday and 8-1 versus No. 

3 Princeton on Sunday. Against the Quakers, Columbia took only the first and last matches, 
with freshman Ramit Tandon winning at No. 1 in straight sets and sophomore Theodore 
Buchsbaum winning in straight sets at No. 9. Junior Graham Miao and freshman Danial 
Saleem were able to put up strong fights, with Miao playing five sets and Saleem extending 
two of the sets he lost past the minimum 11 points required in a game. Both, however, were 
ultimately unable to build on the Lions’ strong start. On Sunday, the Lions were unable to 
hold off the Tigers, who clinched an outright Ivy title and posted their second perfect Ivy 
season in four years. The Light Blue will head to Princeton for the College Squash Associa-
tion Championships next weekend.

—Muneeb Alam

sports briefly

women’s tennis

men’s swimming and diving

wrestling

men’s squash

track and field

women’s squash

men’s tennis

Despite participating in multiple meets, the Light Blue had a very good weekend across the 
board. The majority of the Lions participated in the prestigious Millrose Collegiate Invitational, 
where both the men’s and women’s teams took third place. The women finished with 85.5 points 
and five top-three showings. Junior Emily Lanois raced to first place in the 3,000-meter, while 
freshman Anne Carey took third. On the men’s side, the Light Blue scored 76 points and had eight 
top-three finishers. The Lions participated in two other meets this weekend as well—the 2012 
Boston University Valentine Invitational and the Lafayette/Rider Winter Games Invitational. 
Select athletes ran in these meets, but they performed just as dominantly as their fellow Lions 
at the Millrose Collegiate Invitational. In Boston, freshman Waverly Neer came in second in 
the 3,000, breaking a school record and establishing the best time among Ivy runners this year. 

—Melissa Cheung

The Light Blue remained undefeated after sweeping Binghamton on Friday. The doubles 
point was secured after sophomores Bianca Sanon and Tiana Takenaga won the No. 1 match 
and junior Nicole Bartnik and sophomore Ioana Alecsiu took the No. 2 match. Junior Katarina 
Kovacevic and freshman Crystal Leung dominated the No. 3 match, winning 8-0, to complete 
the Light Blue’s sweep. Crystal Leung was the only Lion to be seriously challenged in singles, 
winning her No. 3 match against Marina Bykovskaya in a third-set tiebreaker. No other Lion 
dropped a set versus the Bearcats. Takenaga handily beat Missy Edelblum in the No. 6 spot in 
the weekend’s most decisive victory.

—Laura Allen

women’s fencing

Placed third at Ivy 
League Champion-
ship

men’s fencing

Placed second at Ivy 
League Champion-
ship

women’s swimming 
and diving

women’s squash

women’s squash

Columbia                     7
Binghamton                0

Columbia                     0
Penn	                      9
Columbia                     0
Princeton                     9

“It’s the toughest thing in 
the world, letting one slip like 
that, but all you can do is try 
to stay positive right now,” 
Barbour said.

If the Lions want to think 
positive, they can look at 
Friday’s game against Brown 
(7-18, 1-7 Ivy). Even though the 
Bears’ starting point guard Sean 
McGonagill didn’t make the trip 
to New York, the Lions’ play was 
still impressive.

“We obviously played real-
ly well tonight,” Smith said on 
Friday. Columbia made 54.2 per-
cent of its shots and 55.2 percent 

of its threes, turned over the ball 
just six times, out-rebounded 
Brown 37-33, and held the Bears 
to 38.7 percent shooting.

The breakout star of the game 
was Crockett, who led the Light 
Blue with a career-high 18 points 
on 6-of-10 shooting, all from 
downtown. 

“Shots went in, I don’t know. 
My guys found me,” Crockett 
said after the game. “We pret-
ty much played within the of-
fense—it was perfect. There 
wasn’t a lot of one-on-one, there 
was a lot of ball movement.” 

Cisco, Barbour, and Lyles all 
scored in double figures as well, 
and 10 different Lions contrib-
uted to the 86-point total.

Columbia, currently ranked No. 14, wrapped up its regular season schedule this weekend 
with losses to No. 4 Penn on Friday and No. 5 Princeton on Sunday. Although the Light Blue 
had hoped to pull an upset and win its first Ivy League matchup of the season this weekend, 
the firepower of its top-seeded opponents proved to be too much for the Lions. The Light Blue 
made a few adjustments to the lineup prior to the match against Penn—freshman Alisha Maity 
debuted at the No. 1 seed, and senior captain Liz Chu played at No. 4. Despite the changes in the 
roster, the Quakers took every match in three straight games for a 9-0 victory over the Lions. 
Sunday’s matchup against Princeton failed to yield better results for the Lions and ended in a 
9-0 victory for the Tigers. The Light Blue hopes to regroup before it heads to Nationals on Feb. 
23 in Cambridge, where it will get another chance to upset a top-seeded team.

—Caroline Bowman

Columbia women outswim 
Princeton for first time

BY CHARLOTTE 
MURTISHAW

Spectator Staff Writer

Going into last Friday’s meet 
against Princeton, the Columbia 
women’s swimming and diving 
team was well aware that it was 
up against the Goliath of Ivy 
League swimming. The Tigers, 
last year’s Ivy League champi-
ons, had groomed a meticulous 
record that included a 43-meet 
win streak dating back to 2006-
2007 that ended two weekends 
ago against Harvard.

The teams kicked off the 
meet, and the 200-yard med-
ley relay A team of junior Katie 
Meili and freshmen Mikaila 
Gaffey, Lisa Zhang, and Stella 
Zhao powered to a first-place 
finish only to be disqualified lat-
er, allowing Princeton to take 
first- and second-place points 
in the event.

“But we were the under-
dogs,” said head coach Diana 
Caskey. “So we said, ‘Whatever, 
let’s fight back.’”

Stowing the less-than-en-
couraging start in the backs of 
their minds, the Lions fought 
back, eventually picking up 
an incredible win that marked 
the first time in its history that 
Princeton had been beaten on 
its home turf at DeNunzio Pool 
in a dual meet.

Meili led the charge, blaz-
ing to first-place finishes in the 
50 freestyle, 200 breaststroke, 
and 200 individual medley. 
Meanwhile, freshman team-
mates Chacha Bugatti and 
Salena Huang dominated the 

freestyle events. Bugatti took 
first in the 500 and 1,000, while 
Huang won the 200 and touched 
second in the 100 and 500.

The Lions would ultimately 
take the top spot in 10 of the 
13 individual events. Gaffey, 
sophomore Laney Kluge, and 
junior Kristina Parsons all con-
tributed wins. Co-captain se-
nior Dorothy Baker and junior 
Caroline Lukins also helped to 
fuel the 173-127 victory.

“This meet has been a goal of 
ours all season ... To be able to go 
into anyone’s home territory and 
beat them is huge, but Princeton 
is perennially the best team in 
the League,” Caskey said of the 
victory over her alma mater. 
With the win, Caskey was able 
to beat her old swimming coach 
for the first time in the Columbia 
swimming coach’s career.

“It felt awesome. This team 
has worked so hard.”

The next day, the team 
jumped back into the pool, this 
time at home, and claimed an 
easy victory over Dartmouth 
in its final dual meet of the sea-
son. The win boosted the Lions’ 
conference record to 6-1, which 
was good enough to earn them 
second place behind Harvard in 
conference dual-meet standings. 

The team will travel to 
Cambridge on Feb. 23 for the 
invitational-style Ivy League 
Championships. The Lions fin-
ished in third place last year be-
hind swimming powerhouses 
Princeton and Harvard.

“We’re excited for Ivies,” 
Bugatti said. “It’s only up from 
here.”

an 11-4 record along his way to 
making first team All-Ivy. Leahy 
and sophomore sabrist Melvin 
Rodriguez both earned second 
team All-Ivy with respective re-
cords of 9-7 and 10-5.  

The Lions’ young fencers, es-
pecially on the men’s side, were 
the strength of the team. 

“At a lot of these competi-
tions, the results come out be-
cause of experience,” Leahy said. 
“Our freshmen and sophomores 
stepped up more than I thought 
they would. I am incredibly 
proud, impressed, and excited 
about that. This is unreal from 
freshmen and sophomores. The 
future for them is unlimited.” 

Aufrichtig  agreed. “The men’s 

team became the men’s team here 
at Ivy Championships,” he said. 

“There was a lot of cheering 
and a lot of support. If someone 
messed up, they didn’t get up-
set with themselves. They came 
right back and cheered their 
teammates on. There were a lot 
of bouts that people might not 
have expected us to win that 
came through that spirit.”  

On the women’s side, Roberts, 
junior sabrist Loweye Diedro, and 
freshman epeeist Diana Tsinis 
earned first-team All-Ivy honors 
with records of 15-3, 15-3, and 11-4, 
respectively. Junior sabrist Essane 
Diedro finished 14-4 on her way to 
second-team All-Ivy. 

This weekend marked the fi-
nal Ivy League Championships 
for Roberts, who has posted a 

record of 15-3 at the tournament 
in her four years at Columbia. 

“It feels great to go 15-3,” 
Roberts said. “I am really happy 
with my record. I fenced some 
really amazing bouts. I won two 
bouts that felt like the best fencing 
I’ve done in a long time. It’s really 
good because it was against fenc-
ers that I will see in the future.” 

Although disappointed 
they were unable to knock off 
Princeton, Roberts believes that 
this women’s team will be even 
better next year. 

“It’s hard,” Roberts said. 
“I’ve put a lot of time and ef-
fort into this team. I love this 
team. I love this program, [but] 
the team has a lot of promise for 
the future, and I know they’ll be 
able to get a ring.”  

Columbia misses chance 
to even Ivy League record 

Fencing finishes in top of Ivy League

ALYSON GOULDEN/ SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CROCKED AND LOADED  |  Senior guard Chris Crockett scored 
a career-best 18 points off of six three-pointers versus Brown.

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
from back page

FENCING from back page
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MONDAY MORNING 
POINT GUARD
Yale’s Reggie Willhite kept his 
team in the game in the first half 
and ended up scoring the game-
winning layup with 13 seconds left 
on the clock. The senior guard/
forward led all players with 24 
points and was 11-of-19 from 
the field.

game ball

ivy schedule

GAME THREE
VS. CORNELL

W 61-56

GAME FOUR
AT CORNELL

L 65-60

GAME ONE
VS. PENN

L 66-64

GAME FIVE
AT DARTMOUTH

W 64-62

GAME SIX
AT HARVARD

L 57-52

GAME SEVEN
VS. BROWN

W 86-60

GAME EIGHT
VS. YALE

L 59-58

GAME NINE
AT PRINCETON

2/17, 7 P.M.

GAME TEN
AT PENN

2/18, 7 P.M.

GAME TWO
VS. PRINCETON

L 62-58

GAME ELEVEN
AT YALE

2/24, 7 P.M.

GAME TWELVE
AT BROWN
2/25, 6 P.M.

GAME THIRTEEN
VS. HARVARD

3/2, 7 P.M.

GAME FOURTEEN
VS. DARTMOUTH

3/3, 7 P.M.

The Light Blue is fortunate to be 
still healthy more than halfway 
into the Ivy season.

injury report

While the team 
has yet to play 
consistently, junior 
center Mark Cisco 
recorded his fifth 
d o u b l e - d o u b l e —
four of which have 
come in league 
play—of the season 
on Saturday against 
Yale. He leads the 
league in rebounds, 
with 8.8 boards per 
conference game.

consistent 
cisco

The Lions have rediscovered their form 
from beyond the arc, as they shot a com-
bined 23-of-46 from three-point territory 
this weekend. Sophomore guard Meiko 
Lyles was 10-of-16 this weekend.

from  downtown

BOX SCORE

W L PCT
Harvard 7 1 .875
Yale 6 2 .750
Penn 5 2 .714
Cornell 5 3 .625

Princeton 4 3 .571
Columbia 3 5 .375
Brown 1 7 .125
Dartmouth 0 8 .000

ivy standings

ivy scoreboard

by the numbers

18

16

50

7

Points scored by senior guard Chris 
Crockett against Brown on Friday. 
It was a career high for Crockett, 
who scored all of his points off of 
three-pointers.

Three-pointers made by Light Blue 
against Bears. This ties a program re-
cord that has been set twice, includ-
ing once earlier this season against 
D-III Swathmore.

Columbia’s free-throw percentage 
on Saturday night. The Lions missed 
three of their six foul shots against 
Yale, including two crucial ones with 
three seconds left in the game.

Points scored by Light Blue in final 10 
minutes of play against Bulldogs. Yale 
had 26 points in the same time frame.

week 5#

Harvard.........................................56
Penn...............................................50

Cornell...........................................72
Brown.............................................63
Penn................................................58
Dartmouth....................................55

Cornell...........................................85
Yale .................................................84

Princeton.......................................59
Dartmouth.....................................47

Princeton.......................................70
Harvard ......................................... 62

PLAYER MIN REB AST PTS MIN REB AST PTS

BARBOUR 25 2 9 16 36 3 7 10

LYLES 24 4 4 17 36 3 1 17

DANIELS 22 10 2 0 8 2 1 2

CISCO 18 5 1 10 34 12 1 12

ROSENBERG 21 5 1 7 29 3 2 6

CROCKETT 19 1 1 18 18 0 2 5

GREEN 16 0 1 5 11 2 2 4

OSETKOWS-
KI

15 1 0 4 6 1 0 0

STAAB 8 3 1                                                                                                                                            4 22 2 2 4

KOWALSKI 8 2 2 0 0 0 0 0

JOHNSON 7 1 1 0 0 0 0 0



BY SPENCER GYORY
Spectator Staff Writer

At the 2012 Ivy League 
Championships this past weekend at 
Yale, the Columbia women’s fencing 
team was unable to win its first Ivy 
title since 2008. However, a strong 
second-place finish by the women, the 
best finish by the men since 2009, and 
a number of excellent individual per-
formances served as significant conso-
lation prizes for the Lions.  

Heading into their fifth match of the 
tournament, the women were 4-0 and 
due to face No. 2 Princeton in a match 
whose winner was guaranteed a share 
of the Ivy League title. The Lions were 
unable to maintain their early lead and 
were forced to watch reigning back-
to-back champion Princeton rally to 
an 18-9 victory.

“We were really positive going into 
Princeton,” senior sabrist and captain 
Sammy Roberts said. “We were all 
fighting. Sabre was able to start it out 
strong. We tried to set a pace for ev-
eryone, and everyone tried to feed off 
of it, but in the end, we came up short, 
but not for a lack of effort.” 

“They are a very strong team,” 
head coach Michael Aufrichtig said. 
“We were winning the close ones at 
the beginning, and they were winning 
the close ones in the middle and end.” 

The women finished second in the 
tournament with a record of 4-1, post-
ing victories over Cornell, No. 9 Penn, 
No. 7 Harvard, and Yale.

On the men’s side, the Lions had 
beaten Brown 19-8 and had fallen to No. 
7 Penn 12-15 on Saturday. On Sunday, 
the Lions fell to No. 3 Harvard 12-15, 
and not too many expected the Lions 
to go toe-to-toe with No. 2 Princeton.  

However, after 26 bouts, the Lions 
and Tigers were tied 13-13 heading 
into the final bout between Columbia 
sophomore epeeist Alen Hadzic and 
Princeton junior epeeist Jonathan 
Yergler. Hadzic went up 2-1 but was 
unable to complete what would have 
been a stunning upset. 

Not only was the performance en-
couraging for coaches and fencers 
alike, but it helped propel them to an 
18-9 victory over No. 10 Yale and an 
overall tournament record of 2-3.

“We were winning bouts we 
shouldn’t have,” senior epeeist Sean 

Leahy said. “I think that is because 
our mentality in the huddle against 
Princeton was, ‘Let’s ruin these guys’ 
day.’ We were gunning for Princeton 
really hard. I think we caught them 
off guard. After Princeton, I knew we 
were going to beat Yale because ev-
eryone was so fired up and fencing so 
well. It gave us a tremendous amount 
of confidence.” 

Freshman sabrist Will Spear walked 
away from the Coxe Cage with a 13-2 
record and first-team All-Ivy rec-
ognition and was awarded both the 
Most Outstanding Rookie and Most 
Outstanding Performer Awards for the 
overall meet. 

Heading into the meet, Spear had 
gone 22-10 as he adjusted to the col-
legiate five-touch bout. This weekend, 
he put it all together. 

“Will Spear, throughout the sea-
son, has been getting into the groove 
of these five-touch bouts,” Aufrichtig 
said. “At Ivies, he found it.”

Another strong performance from 
the men’s squad came from sopho-
more foilist Alex Pensler, who posted 

KATE SCARBROUGH/ SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FALLING SHORT  |  Despite junior epeeist Lydia Kopecky’s underperformance at Ivies, the team took second place.

Strong showing from both fencing squads at Ivies 
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SPORTSMONDAY
BY MICHELE CLEARY

Spectator Staff Writer

The men’s basketball team opened 
its weekend by blowing out Brown 86-
60 behind a surprising 18-point perfor-
mance by senior guard Chris Crockett. 
The next night, with 9:36 remaining in 
the second half, Crockett made a layup 
to put his team up by 20 points over Yale. 
It seemed like a packed Levien Gym was 
going to witness another lopsided vic-
tory for a Columbia team that had, after 
dropping several close games in Ivy play, 
finally hit its stride.

Instead, the 2,442 people in atten-
dance saw the Light Blue’s most spec-
tacular second-half collapse of the season. 
The Lions (14-10, 3-5 Ivy), who led by as 
many as 21 points in the second half, fell 
to the Bulldogs (16-6, 6-2 Ivy) 59-58.

“Evidently so,” head coach Kyle Smith 
said when asked if his team still needed 
to learn how to win. “I thought we were 
in good shape—up 20 or 21, I don’t even 
know what it was.”

Yale switched to a zone defense and 
started using a full-court press midway 
through the second half, both of which 
seemed to bother the Light Blue. But the 
Lions, who had been strong both offen-
sively and defensively the whole game, 
seemed to lose focus after pulling so far 
ahead.

“We stopped guarding at the end 
there,” Smith said. “We relaxed, we got 
comfortable. I think we were up 20. Yale, 
somewhat desperately, went zone. I think 
we got some good looks against the zone, 
and we just didn’t make them.”

The Bulldogs struggled offensively for 
most of the game. In the first half, Yale 
made only 36 percent of its shots. The 
Bulldogs missed their first 12 three-point-
ers before junior guard Austin Morgan hit 
one with 8:24 remaining in the game to 
cut the deficit to 15. 

“I think we got a little complacent and 
let them make the run where we weren’t 
attacking anymore,” junior point guard 
Brian Barbour said. “We just kind of sat 
back and quickly it turned into 14, then 
eight, and then it just keeps going down, 
and by then they have all the momentum 
swinging back their way.”

Morgan’s trey came towards the begin-
ning of a 17-2 run that shrank Columbia’s 
lead to five with four and a half minutes 
to play. Since Crockett’s layup, which had 
given the Lions a 20-point lead, the Lions 
had missed five of their six field goals and 
turned the ball over three times. But then, 
with 4:20 remaining, sophomore guard 
Meiko Lyles stepped up and hit his fifth 
three-pointer of the night, putting the 
Light Blue up by what seemed like a com-
fortable amount, 58-50.

That was the last field goal the Lions 
would score that night. As Yale contin-
ued to chip away, the Light Blue missed 
open shots and turned the ball over un-
der intense defensive pressure. With 13 
seconds remaining, senior guard Reggie 
Willhite, who had been the Bulldogs’ hero 
the whole night, made a layup to give his 
team its first lead since midway through 
the first half.

Despite how poorly the Lions played 
in the last nine minutes, they still had a 
chance to take the lead back. Yale’s se-
nior center Greg Mangano fouled Blaise 
Staab with three seconds remaining. 
Staab stepped to the free-throw line as 
the crowd fell silent, still hoping to see the 
home team pull out the victory. 

Staab missed both shots, and the Light 
Blue was forced to foul. Even though 
Mangano missed the first shot of a one-
and-one, the Lions couldn’t get another 
shot off.

“Nothing defines a game. One play 
doesn’t. Two foul shots—sometimes those 
go, sometimes they don’t,” Barbour said. 
“We should have never let it get to that 
situation in the first place.”

Once again, the Light Blue had a hard 
time handling the press—it had 21 turn-
overs the whole game, five of which came 
in the last six minutes.

“When they pressed, they forced us 
into a lot of turnovers that we shouldn’t 
really have done,” junior center Mark 
Cisco said. Columbia has yet to figure out 
how to handle full-court pressure, despite 
seeing it several times in Ivy play. “It’s re-
ally been our Achilles’ heel,” Smith said.

Of the Light Blue’s five conference 
losses, this was the closest one so far. 
“Every game we’ve lost in the Ivy League 
has been by five points or less, so we’re 
right there,” Cisco said. “We really just 
need to take the next step and win these 
games that are so close.”

Cisco had a game-high 12 rebounds, in 
addition to 12 points, giving him his fifth 
double-double of the season. Lyles led 
Columbia with 17 points. With 10 points 
and seven assists, Barbour was the only 
other Lion to score in double figures. 
Willhite led all players with 24 points, 
and Mangano added 11 points and six re-
bounds for the Bulldogs.

Lions trounce Brown, fall to Yale in heartbreaker

Randy Moss pre-
tending to moon 

the fans at Lambeau 
Field. A-Rod slap-
ping the baseball out 
of Bronson Arroyo’s 
glove. Lebron James 
and Dwyane Wade 
making fun of Dirk 
Nowitzki for being 
sick.

In November, Spec 
ran two pieces about 
heckling and how far is too far. While 
it is important to understand how fans 
interact with players, coaches, and refer-
ees, it’s just as important to consider how 
people on the field interact with each 
other—because it’s not always pretty.

Unsportsmanlike behavior is a com-
mon occurrence in all sports and on all 
levels of competition, and it comes in 
many forms. Some types of conduct, like 
fighting and taunting, are pretty obvious-
ly unsportsmanlike, but sometimes it’s 
not so clear-cut, like when teams run up 
the score in football or players guarantee 
a victory before a game.

To many, such behavior indicates a 
lack of maturity (like A-Rod) or profes-
sionalism (like Lebron and D-Wade) 
on the part of some athletes, and they 
may be right. If it’s such a problem, 
though, why do we see so much debate 
on Around the Horn and Pardon the 
Interruption about unacceptable player 
conduct and so few measures taken to 
curb the indecency?

For one, the viewing public seems 
to have a fascination with showings of 
bad sportsmanship. Take, for instance, 
the bench-clearing brawl between the 
Yankees and Red Sox in the 2003 ALCS. 
After the incident, I remember see-
ing clips of it everywhere. Even as an 
11-year-old, I wondered what the big deal 
was—what was there to say except, “We 
should try to make sure that this doesn’t 
happen again”? Outside of the vilifica-
tion of Pedro Martinez, all that came out 
of that brawl was confirmation that the 
public (or, at the very least, the media) is 
interested by athletes behaving badly.

Additionally, there is an interest in 
continuing sports traditions. Baseball 
would never ban brushback pitches—
the source of many shouting matches 
and most baseball brawls—because of 
their strategic value. In all major sports, 
some actions that can devolve into un-
sportsmanlike behavior are so ingrained 
that any attempt to curb them would 
lead to a fundamental change in the 
game. In hockey, for instance, a ban on 
checking and fighting would take away 
two of the sport’s proudest—and most 
violent—occurrences.

To that end, some debatably un-
sportsmanlike practices will forever 
remain. Barring some tragedy, like Ray 
Chapman’s 1920 death-by-beanball that 
led to the widespread use of helmets, 
most sports and their practices are so 
well-established that nothing could re-
ally change the way that they work.

Note, however, that professional 
sports provide the media with far more 
examples of poor sportsmanship than 
college sports do. Why is this the case? 
In college sports, there is more room for 
punishment than in the big four profes-
sional sports. In December’s game-end-
ing brawl between the men’s basketball 
teams of Cincinnati and Xavier, for in-
stance, the two schools suspended eight 
players for as many as six games. Schools 
also have the option to kick students off 
of the team, and they also seem more 
likely than professional teams to adjust 
playing time as a result of a bad attitude.

Because of unions and power struc-
tures, long suspensions, high fines, or—at 
the extreme—kicking players off of a 
team are not viable options in the pros. 
And professional sports teams have a 
lot more to lose—their revenue streams 
are based on a certain number of people 
attending their games, many of whom 
show up to see the A-Rods and Lebrons, 
regardless of their on-court behavior. 
While every college team replaces play-
ers with new talent on an annual basis, 
professional organizations have to keep 
their franchise players happy.

None of this is to say that I want to 
change how the NBA, NFL, MLB, or 
NHL play games—rather, it’s to say that, 
from a perspective of sportsmanship, I 
prefer the way that college athletes play 
the game. Take the Light Blue’s loss to 
Yale on Saturday night. Despite drop-
ping a 21-point lead in the second half, 
the Columbia players were still gracious 
after their loss and shook hands with 
the Yale players. That’s the kind of at-
titude I prefer to see on the court.

Tom Caruso is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics-mathematics.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Sportsmanship 
in pros not up to 
NCAA standard

For the
Record

TOM
CARUSO

MICHAEL DISCENZA / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

STAAB OF ANGUISH  |  Senior forward Blaise Staab missed two critical free throws that would have put the Lions on top.

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 6

SEE FENCING, page 6
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