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INVESTIGATION | The Department of Buildings has stopped construction at a Columbia demolition site to investigate the death of a worker.

Media Watch to promote dialogue, members say

BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Staff Writer

Campus Media Watch, which members say
formed around a commitment to fair coverage
of the Middle East, has its eye on Columbia in
its first semester as a Student Governing Board-
sponsored group.

The group has worked with several organiza-
tions that focus on advocacy for Israel, like the
campus lobby LionPAC, and media watchdog
groups, like HonestReporting.

CMW “constantly monitors the media in all
ofits forms, including lectures, speakers, events,
and publications, and attempts to correct any
inaccuracies that are encountered through rig-
orous fact-checking and careful analysis,” ac-
cording to its website.

While many of the group’s core members
are involved with Israel advocacy, Daniel
Hertz, SEAS 10 and president and founder of
CMW, said a summer fellowship he did with
the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting in America, a pro-Israel media watch-
dog group, taught him to use facts and statistics
to dispel what he said were false assumptions
about controversial subject matters.

He added that has reached out to campus
groups from across the political and cultural
spectrum, and that the group is committed
to accuracy.

One of the group’s other founders and vice
president Zahava Mandelbaum, GS/JTS ’12, is
a Hasbara fellow, an Israeli organization that
trains college students to be “effective pro-Israel
activists” on American college campuses.

Early on the group received help from
LionPAC, Columbia’s student lobby for Israel.

This semester Hertz decided to take
‘Palestinian and Israeli Politics and Societies’
with associate professor Joseph Massad, who
has come under fire for remarks that some say
challenge Israel’s right to exist.

But some question whether CMW can re-
main unbiased while maintaining affiliations
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they will co-sponsor events together, as they
did last semester.

Hertz said his groups work depends on its
membership; they intend to examine inaccura-
cies regarding the Middle East in media, classes,
and campus events, as reported by students.

“We're really trying to focus on Columbia
now; hesaid. “Itlooks like there’s enough work
to do here”

about ensuring accurate media coverage.
“Although Campus Media Watch may have
a genuine desire ‘to ensure that students will be
able to base their beliefs on legitimate, unbiased
information, [as stated on their website] con-
flicting commitments and goals on the parts
of CMW’s core founders creates a significant

SEE MEDIA WATCH, page 5

DOB investigates
death at CU site

BY SARAH DARVILLE
Spectator Staff Writer

After issuing an immediate
stop work order at a Columbia
demolition site, the New York
City Department of Buildings is
now investigating what caused the
death of a construction worker
who fell from scaffolding into an
elevator shaft on Friday, Feb. 5.

A spokesperson for the New
York Police Department said on
Sunday that 51-year-old Jozef
Wilkfell from third-floor scaf-
folding into an interior elevator
shaft at 3229 Broadway, where
125th and 129th Streets meet in
Manhattanville. He was treated
for cardiac arrest after the incident
but was declared dead on arrival
at St. Luke’s Hospital.

According to DOB spokes-
person Tony Sclafani, the agen-
cy has issued several violations
since the incident.

After the initial incident in-
spection, the DOB cited Breeze
National, a subcontractor of
Bovis Lend Lease, the company
managing the project, for fail-
ing to safeguard persons and
property, and again for having
an open and unguarded elevator
shaft. On Tuesday, after further
inspection, the DOB also cited
the project for improperly con-
structed scaffolding.

“Following the accident, the
DOB inspectors responded to the
demolition site, investigated the ac-
cident and inspected the site itself,
and as a result of the accident, we
issued a full stop work order to the
entire job,” Sclafani said.

Wilk was an employee of Breeze
National, according to Bovis Senior
Vice President Mary Costello.

“An investigation has com-
menced to determine the cir-
cumstances surrounding this
tragic incident. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his family
and coworkers,” Costello said in
an email on Tuesday.

A spokesperson from Breeze
said it was too early to comment
on Tuesday.

Columbia spokesperson
Robert Hornsby confirmed that
Wilk was a Breeze employee, and
said in an email, “At this time,
our thoughts and concerns are
with Mr. Wilk’s family. The
New York City Department of
Buildings is presently conduct-
ing an investigation as it nor-
mally does in such situations so
we do not yet have all the facts
of this incident”

He added, “The University
holds the safety of all individuals
associated with construction proj-
ects among its highest priorities”

On Tuesday afternoon, with
the stop work still in place, only a
security guard and two inspectors
were on site at 129th Street. Johnnie
Green, an Eddington Security em-
ployee, said, “Basically everything’s
been put to a stop. After the inci-
dent occurred, that's when every-
thing went into effect”

Brett Dalia, one of the Bovis in-
spectors at 129th, confirmed that
they were doing an inspection,
but declined to comment on any
specifics.

It is unclear how long demoli-
tion will be delayed.

Sclafani said that when a seri-
ous accident occurs, the DOB usu-
ally orders the contractor and de-
veloper to produce reports on the
incident and analyze the entire site,
which can delay future work.

Mario Fernandez, an employee
at Pearlgreen Corporation, which
operates across 129th Street,
confirmed that there has been
minimal activity since the inci-
dent. “When 1 left Friday, I saw
ambulances, police department,
the FDNY here. Today ... it seems
kinda quiet,” he said.

Meanwhile, in Jackson
Heights, Queens, where Wilk
lived, neighbors said they remem-
bered the construction worker as
a quiet man.

Cecilia Rubin, who used to be
Wilk’s next-door neighbor but
still lives on the same floor as his
family, said that she and her hus-
band talked to him regularly. They
both saw him leave for work on
Friday.

“He was like the nicest guy in
the building. He was very quiet,
all you would see was his smile,”
she said.

Neighbors confirmed that Wilk
is survived by his wife, a son,and a
daughter, though his family could
not be reached for comment.
“They were very quiet people, but
they would have Polish parties at
Christmas—I would hear them
singing,” Rubin said.

“I want to cry, said Lida
Nazarian, who lives a few doors
down from Wilk’s family. “A very
nice neighbor, very nice person,”
she said.

Neighbor Felix Santana de-
scribed Wilk as “a real gentleman.”

He said, “He was always wear-
ing his Bovis construction hat”

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

CU students debate Guantanamo Bay

BY AMBER TUNNELL
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Tuesday night, politically-
minded students crowded into
a Hamilton classroom to watch
the Columbia University College
Democrats and Republicans de-
bate the Guantdnamo Bay deten-
tion facility in Cuba.

Columbia Political Union pub-
lisher Rhonda Shafei, CC’12, mod-
erated the event.

Republican debaters Tyler
Trumbach, CC ’13, and William
Prasifka, CC ’12, argued that
Guantdnamo should not be closed.
Trumbach said the detainees at
Guantdnamo should have “no civil
rights or privileges” because they
are “terrorists.

“The United States has the right
to keep them in a closed facility;
Trumbach said.

Their opponents, Democratic
debaters Janine Balekdjian, CC’13,
and Sarah Gitlin, CC 13, thought
that the facility should be closed
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Chowdah cooks up
atypical V-Day comedy

Columbia’s only sketch com-
edy troupe, Chowdah, brings a
taste of the unusual to Lerner’s
Black Box Theater this weekend
for its first show of the year—
“Chowdah’s Valentine’s Day
Sextravaganza!”

immediately because it is a “vio-
lation of human rights and the
Constitution”

Balekdjian argued that the facil-
ity is “destroying America’s reputa-
tion,” and that holding hundreds
of detainees without trials goes
against the constitution.

But Prasiftka countered that the
facility does not violate the consti-
tution because there is “no prec-
edent at all under the law that ene-
my combatants be held like United
States citizens.”

The debaters also disagreed on
the treatment of the prisoners at
Guantdnamo.

When asked what valuable in-
formation has been received from
the detainees, Trumbach replied
that he didn’t know of any, but
that the “Department of Defense
has said that it has received good
information” that cannot be re-
leased because it is a “matter of
national security”

The Democrats replied that
most of the information received

T

from the detainees has been false
and that the “information is not
helping” the U.S.

When asked to propose an alter-
native to the facility, Gitlin said that
“anyone being held at Guantanamo
Bay ... should be given a trial” If
they are convicted, she said, they
should be sent to jail, and if they are
acquitted, they should be set free.

“If they [the detainees] were
guilty, we wouldn't have these prob-
lems,” Balekdjian said, arguing that
there are “several innocent people
at Guantdanamo Bay. ... Many of
them are not any more guilty than
people sitting in this room”

“When we have something that
is wrong, ineffective, violates hu-
man values, and makes people hate
us and want to kill us, we should
get rid of it,” Gitlin said.

“We don't think in Guantanamo
Bay that the United States is doing
something bad,” Prasifka countered.
“They are doing something legal”

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com
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Agho has impressive
showing past weekend

Sophomore guard Noruwa
Agho gave an outstanding
performance this past weekend,
leading his team in scoring and
matching a career high of 30
points in the game against Yale
on Sunday.

NOMI ELLENSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

DEBATE | College Republicans and Democrats talked Guantanamo at the semester’s first CPU debate.

Opinion, page 2
Equal footing on the Steps

Marriage for all should be the
same, even if it is with the same
sex.

An eye-popping experience

Communication can reach farther
than just 2-D or 3-D, to a land far,
far away.

Today’s Events EMAIL
info@columbiaspectator.com
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Everywhere, All Day
Love-0-Grams

It’s never too early to make your
valentines.
Lewis Parlor, 7 p.m.
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Staff Editorial

Recognize and
represent

or an institution that
Fclaims to represent all

Columbia students and
faculty, the University Senate
manages to go misunderstood
at best and unnoticed at worst
by the very people it claims as
constituents. Today, Feb. 10, at
6 p.m., the Senate will hold a
town hall forum. Fliers for the
event—which was advertised
neither by email nor on the
Senate’s outdated website—
herald it as a unique oppor-
tunity to talk to the senators
who constitute the self-defined
campus policy-making body
and, according to the flier,
tight for our rights. Given that
many students do not even
know who their senators are
or how they advocate on be-
half of the community, this op-
portunity should not, in fact,
be so unique. It should not be
a one-time occurrence—the
Senate should hold town halls
regularly.

The University Senate does
hold a position of substantial
privilege, if not actual power,
on campus. While some of the
policies it sets may be irrele-
vant to parts of the Columbia

population, others—the setting
of the academic calendar being
a particularly salient example
at the moment—very much
impact students’ lives. That
impact will resonate even af-
ter the current student sena-
tors graduate, and the fact that
the student body doesn’t know
this is problematic in and of
itself. These senators are sup-
posed to represent collegiate
concerns, and students’ lack
of awareness is a challenge to
their own positions—a chal-
lenge they themselves should
work to overcome.

While it would be ideal for
every concerned, interested
student to attend today’s town
hall and leave both enlightened
and empowered, the reality is
that most students will not do
so. In order to become as rel-
evant in the popular mindset
as it is to University policy,
the Senate should make town
halls a regular fixture on cam-
pus. The University Senate is a
representative body in name,
but it can only be so in fact
if the people it represents ac-
knowledge and appreciate it
as such.

Do you want
YOUR t? Voife
opinion?

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions
from diverse areas of interest. Submis-
sions should be between 700 and 900
words and express an opinion that does
not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly
label groups or individuals. All writers
meet with an associate editor to edit
their submission before publication.
Submissions may be sent to opinion@
columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our
meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the
Spectator office on the corner of 112th
Street and Broadway.

The Rock Obama

BY KARL MOATS

There was an SNL skit. You didn’t watch it
either because it was on SNL. But there was a
skit last October where Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson morphed into The Rock Obama,
flung Senator Baucus out an Oval Office
window, and ripped off Senator McConnell’s
arm. The skit inevitably fizzled out, as every
SNL skit does nowadays, but it hasn’t stopped
liberals from begging The Real Rock Obama
to please stand up.

The difference now is that, in the last
two weeks of January, we may have actu-
ally gotten him. Hearts are aflutter around
campus that Alma Mater’s favorite son just
got his groove back.

Granted, we've been wrong before. We
thought we caught glimpses of The Rock Obama
over the last two years. Obama’s presidential run
crystallized under the starry Denver skies when
he said “enough” to Republican shenanigans
during his Democratic Convention speech in
August 2008. We thought we had another peek
when Obama shushed Republicans mid-meet-
ing with “I won” in his first month in office be-
fore reverting back to No Drama Obama.

But we have never seen Obama like this.
“Change” is s0 2008—in 2010 it’s all about “fight”
Obama the Fighter was forged in the ruins of the
Massachusetts Senate race imbroglio. He took Tea
Party Republican Scott Brown’s upset win of Ted
Kennedy’s former seat hard. To be fair, Democrat
Martha Coakley was ruefully incompetent. For
future reference, when trying to win a Senate
race in Massachusetts, you probably shouldn't
accuse Red Sox legend Curt Schilling of being
a Yankees fan. Brown stressed that his win was
not a reflection of Obama, but, nonetheless, the
president took two lessons from Massachusetts:

1) Stop blaming George W. Bush. Obama
blasted in stump speeches this winter that one
year isn’t enough to undo the previous eight.
Massachusetts campaign ads caricaturing Scott
Brown as a Bush clone fell flat. For the first time

since he exploded onto the national spotlight,
Obama cannot use Bush as a scapegoat.
Obama has been in the White House
for a year now. The ADD-addled, 24-hour
news-cycle-fueled American public doesn’t
want to hear about W. who spent the past
year crashing Dallas Cowboys games and
making a living as a motivational speaker
(because when I think motivation, oh yeah,
I think of George W. Bush!). The presiden-
tial stakes have been raised. George W. Bush
clings to the Churchillian legacy: he kept us
safe. Obama has to keep us safe, employed,

and in homes. |LLUSTRATION BY DARYL SEITCHIK

2) Its the economy, not health care, stupid.
It is tragic that Obama had to jeopardize his
presidency just to try and extend health insur-
ance to millions and save billions in the process,
but, with apologies to Teddy, he has to move on.
Congress will inevitably still pass some watered-
down, piecemeal health care bill to save face, but
it won't win Democrats the midterms.

Obama over-learned Bill Clinton’s 1993-
1994 health care debacle to a fault. He surely
knows what will come next. The Democrats
lost Congress in the 1994 midterms for the first

time in 40 years. According to a 2009 Pew poll,
60 percent of Americans thought “a top prior-
ity” should be tackling the exploding deficit,
which just ballooned by a cool $100 billion to
$1.6 trillion, or over 10 percent of the nation’s
GDP. Obama’s ultimate paradox is that two
of Americans’ top priorities—unemployment
and taming the deficit—are diametrically op-
posed. He can't stimulate jobs without spend-
ing money, and this dilemma will likely cost
Democrats dearly come November.

So, Obama admitted he took his “lumps”
and came out swinging. He mobilized David
Ploufte and the 2008 Election Dream Team to
bail out skittish Democrats “running for the
hills” He exiled Timothy Geithner, dusted oft
Paul Volcker, and assailed the banks. The presi-
dent called out the Supreme Court to its face
during his State of the Union speech. Obama
even sabre-rattled overseas, sending a $6 bil-
lion weapons deal to Taiwan over vociferous
Chinese objections and quietly bolstering mis-
sile defense around the Persian Gulf.

The coup de grace, however, was Obama’s
battle royale in the Republicans’ lion den. After
letting the lunatics run the asylum and muddy
the Recovery Actand health care debate last sum-
mer and fall, the warden strode in and laid down
the law. For roughly 90 minutes, the president
held court over the room of ranking Republicans,
schooling them on policy and filleting their
craftiest accusations. Republican officials later
admitted letting the cameras roll was a mistake.
So masterful was Obama’s lecture, FOX News cut
away from the telecast 20 minutes early.

Rahm Emanuel likes to say that you
should never let a crisis go to waste. Obama
fell down after the Massachusetts debacle, but
The Rock Obama got right back up, unleash-
ing a fortnight of haymakers on Republicans,
Democrats, and bankers alike. The real ques-
tion is which Obama will show up next round.
Whoever answers the bell could very well ce-
ment the president’s legacy as the next Jimmy
Carter or the Democrats’ Ronald Reagan.

The author is a Columbia College 2008
graduate and will receive his MBA in 2011.

Stepping it up on
marriage equality

BY SAM KLUG, NANCY HUEMER, KATE 0'GORMAN,
STEPHEN DAVAN, AND SARAH GITLIN

The issue of marriage equality ought to reso-
nate widely on this campus. College, at its best,
prepares you for the next steps you take in life,
from your career to your relationships. While
many members of this community may see a
limitless future on their horizons, the fact re-
mains that, for many members of our student
body, there are serious, meaningful barriers still
in place, keeping them from something that so
many see as an obvious right. The possibility of
open discussion among students about their
futures reflects the ideal of the undergraduate
community. If an important part of many of
those futures is prohibited by law, for no rea-
son other than sexual orientation, the achieve-
ment of this ideal becomes next to impossible.
We have a large, active community of LGBTQ
students here at Columbia—students whose
rights our government systematically denies.
Regardless of the broader question of student
engagement in politics, the issue of marriage
equality is one of basic fairness, which, by affect-
ing our friends and classmates, affects us all.

In the fall of 2008, the College Democrats
saw an opportunity to bring marriage equality
to New York by helping the Democratic Party
reclaim control of the New York State Senate for
the first time in decades. The Assembly had al-
ready passed a marriage equality bill in 2007, and
Governor David Paterson had announced his
support for the measure—the Senate, it seemed,
needed only to fall into Democratic hands to
make marriage equality a reality here in New

York. College Democrats members devoted
hours volunteering on the campaign of Joseph
Addabbo, a New York City Council Member
from Queens who was running against a very
vulnerable Republican. Addabbo had supported
LGBTQ rights while on the City Council, and he
advocated extending the right to marry to same-
sex couples throughout his campaign. On Dec.
1, 2009, however, Addabbo and seven other
Democrats voted against recognizing the right
of same-sex couples to marry, and, because of
their votes, the Marriage Equality Amendment
fell in the Senate, 38-24.

Just over a year after the passing of Prop 8
in California and less than a month after the

LGBTQ Activists have
been gearing up for
another fight to bring mar-
riage equality to New York.

referendum in Maine, this vote reflected not
only the fragility of the gains made in the fight
for full civil equality for LGBTQ citizens but also
the cowardice of the politicians in the New York
State Senate. Since that vote, LGBTQ activists
have been gearing up for another fight to bring
marriage equality to New York.

This Thursday, the Students Advancing
Marriage Equality campaign will bring that
fight to Low Plaza. To highlight the hypocrisy
of Addabbo and the other seven Democratic
State Senators who voted against the bill in
December—many of whom also campaigned
in 2008 in support of marriage equality—
the College Democrats will be distributing
petitions to be signed and sent to the offices

of these Senators. Students representing the
College Democrats and several LGBTQ or-
ganizations will speak, reflecting on the per-
sonal relevance of this issue as well as its
political importance. The students of this
community must join together this Thursday
to express their anger: anger at the unfair-
ness of a law that prevents two people in love
from getting married, anger at the snail-like
pace of the progress on LGBTQ rights in this
country, anger at the failure of politicians to
keep their most fundamental promises.

Students, faculty, administrators, and other
New Yorkers alike often lament the discon-
nect between the Columbia campus and our
surroundings. Protected by the bubble of our
classrooms and our dormitories, we can too
often ignore the problems of the real world
without feeling their consequences. But we
cannot remain complacent this time. Each
and every one of us will either be unable to
marry or know someone who has been denied
this right, simply because they seek to marry
someone of the same sex. The SAME campaign
hopes to change that. As Columbia students,
we have a stake in this city and this state. We
all need to realize that and get involved—not
for involvement’s sake, but to make New York
a better and more just place to live.

Sam Klug is a Columbia College sophomore.
He is a lead activist for the Columbia University
College Democrats. Nany Huemer is a Barnard
College senior. She is the media director of the
Columbia University College Democrats. Kate
O’Gorman is a Barnard College senior. She is
the president of the Columbia University College
Democrats. Stephen Davan is a Columbia College
sophomore. He is a lead activist for the Columbia
University College Democrats. Sarah Gitlin is a
Columbia College first-year.

A romance of many dimensions

few weeks
ago, I
watched

James Cameron’s
newest hit, “Avatar,”
in 3-D. From what I
recall, the last time
I saw a 3-D movie
was at California’s
Disneyland, where
they showed
Michael Jackson’s
“Captain EO” I felt like I could reach

out and shake hands with him as he was
dancing and singing, all the while fidget-
ing with the 3-D eyewear sitting uncom-
fortably on top of my prescription glasses.

Putting aside my genuine fascination
with the improved cinematic technique in
“Avatar,” I wondered why the 3-D phenom-
enon had finally made its way to block-
busters for mature audiences (“Avatar”
was rated PG-13 for violence, sex, and
occasional smoking) after its success with
animated children’s films like “Bolt,” “A
Christmas Carol,” and “Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs” When I was hand-
ed the 3-D eyewear, I felt like a little kid
again. It seemed almost ridiculous that the
director of the epic “Titanic” was recom-
mending I wear this toy.

As I left the theater in awe, I was re-
minded of the chicken-and-egg debate in
art history about why photography was wel-
comed by Western society so swiftly in the
early 19th century: Was the technology pro-
duced as a response to social and cultural
demand, or was it simply the culminating
point of technological development at the
time? When one applies this question to
the new and improved 3-D craze since the
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latter part of this decade, the answer seems
just as debatable.

It’s very likely that 3-D technology is
simply the engineers’ way of showing oft
their newest upgrade to the motion picture.
From an economic perspective, the 3-D
cinema may just be the film industry’s way
of attracting more people to the theaters,
since many people are starting to prefer
watching DVDs at home or downloading
movies from the Internet.

But could it be that we, as a modern
society, crave 3-D? Other than the fact
that it looks cool, there doesn’t seems to be
any useful function to this entertainment
form—that is, unless you consider it a pos-
sible stepping stone for a social demand
that resembles a lot of our recent sci-fi sce-
narios: 3-D communication.

Seeing as the 2-D camera made its way
into most computers and laptops in the
form of webcams, it is not unforeseeable
that soon we will be video-chatting in 3-D
as well. Slightly reminiscent of the way Jedi
warriors communicate with each other in
the Star Wars series, the immediacy of con-
tact and the heightened illusion of actually
being present with someone far, far away
will no doubt be a big hit, especially for
couples in long-distance relationships.

With the expanding notion of globalism,
more people are willing to live miles away from
their homes. To compensate for homesickness,
we take advantage of whatever technology out
there allows us to communicate with families
and friends all over the world, and we keep
demanding that the media simulate reality, or
a possible reality of attaining maximum utility
for everyone. From this it would make sense
for the society to demand, perhaps uninten-
tionally, 3-D as the next closest thing to reality.

This thinning of the line between reality
and appearances is intriguing, exciting, and
tragic. While technology offers us produc-
tivity as well as comfort, it keeps lessening
the value of natural human capabilities.
Rousseau philosophized that “to live is not
to breathe; it is to act; it is to make use of
our organs, our senses, our faculties, of all
the parts of ourselves which give us the
sentiment of our existence”” If this is liv-
ing, our use of contact lenses, hearing aids,
computer keyboards, and thus cameras and
video cameras reduces this “sentiment of
our existence” While the 3-D media looks
to be just a source of entertainment, it may
soon become an outlet for emotions, which,
psychology argues, are just as vulnerable and
essential as organs to our survival.

In Edwin Abbott’s novel “Flatland,” a square
living in a two-dimensional world encourages
readers to “aspire yet higher and higher to the
secrets of four, five, or even six dimensions,
thereby contributing to the enlargement of the
imagination and the possible development of
that most rare and excellent gift of modesty
among the superior races of solid human-
ity” As we've figured out how to simulate all
dimensions with which were familiar (all three
of them!), could the next step be to inquire
how to perceive, observe, and simulate a fourth
dimension? Imagine “Avatar;’ in 4-D—not only
does it have 3-D depth, but you actually get to
travel in time as youre watching it!

If that becomes a reality, don’t say I didn’t
warn you about the ever-improving 3-D
technology—and your next existential crisis.

Yurina Ko is a Barnard College junior ma-
joring in philosophy. She is a senior editor of
the Columbia Political Review. 2+2=5 runs
alternate Wednesdays.
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Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. $300.
EVENING CLASSES

LEVEL: BEGINNER

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

LEVEL: BEGINNER - LEVEL 2
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

WEEKEND CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Saturdays | 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. $150.

Register in person at the
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

NEWLY RENOV 2 BR CO-OP (approx
700 sq ft) located on 160 St betw
B’'way & Amsterdam. Hardwood floors
and spacious layout close to public
transp and shopping on B’way, ap-
prox 4 blocks from train. See pictures
at http://www.propertyshark.com/ma-
son/RFS/listing_details.html’listing_
id=2553105. Contact Brian: brianre-
sales@gmail.com

1 BR APT IN HARLEM brownstone.
Take M60 bus to campus. Contact Pre-
mierePtyMgmt@aol.com for details.
Rent: $1500. 1 month free rent for CU
students

RENTAL $1900 MONTHLY for newly
renov 2 BR apt (approx 100 sq ft). Spa-
cious layout, 10-ft high tin ceilings,
stainless steel appliances, and gran-
ite counter tops. Located on Linden
St betw Grandview & Fairview Aves,
close to transp. 25 min ride into Man-
hattan. See pictures at http://newyork.
craiglist.org/que/reb/1576860732.
html. Contact Brian at brianresales@
gmail.com

HELP WANTED

NETWORK MARKETING $$$
Tremendous profits selling websites!
Free training. No experience required.
Watch our free video. Start this month
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.ws

BARTENDERS NEEDED
No experience required. Earn $250
per shift. Call us at (212) 809-1775.

SKI RENTAL

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com
BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

TUTORING

DO YOU NEED ATUTOR to focus your
concepts? There is no difference be-
tween being a C student and being
an A student, except in the compres-
sion and focus... A good tutor can
clarify, realign, focus, direct.... If you
feel floundering, get a tutor now. Call
(212) 865-1026. We specialize in the
fields of History, English, Philosophy,
Languages....

TYPING & EDITING

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

CONFIDENTIALDISSERTATION/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and
Sciences. From committee selection
to commencement. Call and move
forward.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.
VOLCANO BASE JUMPING instruc-
tors needed! Thrill seekers and adren-
aline junkies preferred. No experience
necessary. Waivers required. www.vol-

canobasejumping.info
E';
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You can sell
S

just about
¢ anything

provided.

For more information, call (212) 241-7566.

GCO #04-1271 (0700), M55M IRB approved through 6/30/10.

MOUNT SINAI
MEDICAL CENTER

in New York City is
currently recruiting adults
who are allergic to peanuts
for a clinical research trial
looking into the safety of
an investigational study
product.
by Dr. Scott Sicherer,
would involve 13 vaccine
dose administrations over a
6-month period. Potential
participants must be
between 18 & 40 years old and live in New York City or the
tri-state area. Financial compensation for time and travel

The study, led
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ROSE DONLON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FUNNY VALENTINES | Chowdah, Columbia’s only sketch comedy group, rehearses for their first show of the year, a
“Sextravaganza” for Valentine’s Day. The show features some bizarre subject matter not typically connected with the holiday.

Chowdah gets sex-travagant for V-Day

BY YAEL GROSSMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator

Sketch comedy is of-
ten considered the black
sheep of the theatrical
world—kind of awk-
ward, unprofessional,
and altogether a lesser art form. This
Valentine’s Day, however, Chowdah
looks to prove such a fallacy dead
wrong with its first show of the se-
mester titled “Chowdah’s Valentine’s
Day Sextravaganza!”

For students unfamiliar with its past
performances, Chowdah is Columbia’s
only sketch comedy group. Sketch com-
edy is a somewhat vague term, but it
usually signifies a series of scenes, be-
tween two and 10 minutes long, meant
to convey an entire story.

Though mainly focused on humor,
Chowdah also tries to infuse its sketch-
es with thought-provoking material. “It
used to be that when we would write
a sketch for Valentine’s Day, the topic
of a single sketch would be something
along the lines of ‘teenage abortion-anal

THEATER

sex,” Matt Shields, CC 10, president of
Chowdah, said. “Now, we try to stop the
sketch from dissolving completely into
smut. We want to change things up, help
people acquire a new perspective.”

Such conscientiousness is a key com-
ponent to Chowdah’s success. Though
most audiences assume the sketches are
written in a span of minutes, the group’s
process is in fact much more intricate. The
whole procedure begins with auditions for
actors, writers, and those who can both
act and write. Chowdah looks for students
who are quick on their feet, even if they’re
not experienced sketch artists.

Once the players have been assem-
bled, the complete troupe gets togeth-
er and decides on two weekends of the
semester for performances, as well as
when the writers can get together to
submit their work to Shields. Once they
have the final sketches submitted to the
president—who final-edits the scripts—
rehearsals begin.

Throughout the rehearsal process
and up until the night of the show,
sketches are updated as the writers
and actors add their own flair to the

pieces. “The easiest way to explain it
[the rehearsal process],” group mem-
ber Alex Katz, JTS 10, said with a
smile, “is organized chaos.”

“Our earlier performance this
year [for Halloween] was highly or-
ganized, but you can expect a looser
style for the sequence of sketches at
‘Sextravaganza,” Katz added. The show
is set to include sketches about atro-
cious dates, rhyming friends, mysteri-
ous dips, and dogs in Riverside Park—
to which one member of Chowdah,
upon the first read-through, simply
asked, “Can we get arrested for this?”

That would be the first-ever mass
arrest for a campus comedy troupe—
nevertheless, it sounds like Chowdah
will hardly be dissuaded from continu-
ing to push the envelope.

WHERE IT’S AT

Time: Thursday, Feb. 11 at 8 p.m. and
10 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12 at 10 p.m.
Place: Black Box Theater, Lerner Hall
Cost: $3

Student musician Kayte Grace
defies genre categorization

BY ANDREA FOLDS
Columbia Daily Spectator

As if life as a Columbia
student isn't already busy
enough, Kayte Dzime-Assi-
son, CC ’11, is also making
her mark on the Manhattan music scene.

Last night, she performed a set of
original music at Sidewalk Café—New
YorK’s self-proclaimed “Antifolk stomp-
ing ground”—under her stage name,
Kayte Grace.

Grace's self-described musical style of
folk, rock, and pop lends itself to various
niches in the music world. “My music is
kind of all over the place, but I can say
what it’s not. It’s definitely not rap, not
ska, nothing extreme,” she said.

Her sources of inspiration for song-
writing are just as varied, ranging from
romance to poverty to inquiries about
life. “One song I wrote called ‘Revolution’
was inspired by homeless people, by a lot
of people in our neighborhood I've got-
ten to know, and about the gaps between
people;,” Grace said.

She added, “A lot of them [the songs]
are about love, unrequited love, sort of
sad love. ... ’'m super girly and romantic
so that sort of helps”

Though her arrival to the music scene
is relatively recent, Grace is no stranger
to performing. “I've been acting profes-
sionally since I was in fourth grade, do-
ing commercials and stuff, and that’s part
of the reason I came to New York to go
to college,” she said.

The transition from acting to music
was a natural one that her family sup-
ported, and arose from her first encoun-
ter with a six-string.

“My family’s really musical and that’s
cool because it’s always been natural for
music to be a career possibility. Two
years ago I got a 50-dollar guitar and
started teaching myself how to play. I
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was writing music while I was learning
chords,” Grace said.

Grace’s industrious self-managing
and promotional work are part of what
has led her so quickly from learning
chords to performing across the coun-
try. “I started posting videos of myself on
YouTube and one of them [a song called
“Soaked You In”] got 250,000 hits. ... It
was on the main page of YouTube for a
week!” she said.

Grace has produced CDs, booked
shows, and built an online fan base in-
dependent of a record label contract.
“There is no ‘getting discovered’ because
there are so many people in this field that
the record companies hardly need to go
out and find people,” she said. “People
should realize all the things you can do
on your own.”

Despite just having started writing
and performing her own songs at the
beginning of the last school year, Grace
is already releasing her first full-length
album next month, titled “Written On>”

Kevin Plybon, CC 11, performed
alongside Grace at the Sidewalk Café
and will join her at a number of other
gigs later this year. The pair met last
year through Columbia’s InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship. Plybon, a classi-
cally trained guitarist, will be performing
with Grace at the South by Southwest
festival this March in Austin, Texas.

“She [Grace] always says she wants to
get famous before we graduate,” Plybon
said. “That would be good for me if she
gets famous because then I could be a
guitarist for a famous person.”

Though not as big as South by
Southwest, Grace’s New York show still
holds some significance. Regina Spektor,
whom she cites as one of her biggest in-
spirations, performed at the Sidewalk
Café in 2002 when she was still at the
relative beginning of her career. “I'll be in
the presence of greatness,” Grace said.

ELEANOR SHI FOR SPECTATOR

AMAZING GRACE | Columbia student musician Kayte Grace juggles schoolwork with
a budding professional career, including a performance downtown last night.

COURTESY OF CAFE RONDA

ABIT OF BASQUE | Café Ronda features dishes from the Navarra region of Spain and
is one of 12 local restaurants participating in Navarra-related events this week.

Food festival takes a bite out
of Spanish regional cuisine

BY PAULA GERGEN
Columbia Daily Spectator

“The first meal in Spain
was always a shock with
the hors doeuvres, an egg
course, two meat courses,
vegetables, salad, and des-
sert and fruit,” writes Ernest Hemingway
in “The Sun Also Rises”, a book which
immortalized Navarra, Spain.

This week, students have a unique
opportunity to experience the culinary
delights described by Hemingway dur-
ing Navarra Gastronomic Week in New
York. Restaurants will offer special menus
and hold events designed to highlight
Navarra’s unique cuisine, including wine
tastings and culinary exhibitions.

Navarra is a region steeped in history
with an equally rich culinary tradition.
Located at the north of Spain and bor-
dering the Pyrenees, Navarra is subject
to Basque influences and is famous for
such events as the annual Running of
the Bulls. This region includes areas
with ancient Roman towns, medieval
quarters, and modern renewable energy
centers. Navarra’s extensive geographic
diversity translates to widespread culi-
nary diversity as well.

FOOD
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Particularly well-known for its piquillo
peppers, Navarra also produces different
regional cheeses and fungi. Additionally,
wines from Navarra are generally consid-
ered to be some of the best in Spain. The
region’s distinctive cuisine also takes ad-
vantage of artichoke hearts, asparagus, and
hearts of lettuce. Paella and tapas are preva-
lent, and according to the festival's brochure,
the participating restaurants “will introduce
you to ‘Patxaran, Hemingway’s Navarran
Favorite,” a sloe-flavored liqueur.

The festival has 12 participating res-
taurants in New York and 17 participat-
ing Navarran companies. For students
interested in experiencing Navarran cui-
sine without traveling too far, the nearest
of these restaurants is Café Ronda, a Latin
bistro located at 249 Columbus Ave. (be-
tween 71stand 72nd streets). According to
Joaquin Martinez, the restaurant’s director
of catering and special events, Café Ronda
became involved with the festival “because
[its] chefis from the Basque country, so it
was just natural [for it to participate]”

Caté Ronda’s menu, created at the dis-
cretion of the chef, will include esparragos
navarros, alubias rojas con sus sacramen-
tos, txistorra al chardonnay de monjardin,
ajoarriero con gambas, and empanada de
setas y queso del roncal.

Films show that animation is more than childs play

BY JULIA ALEKSEYEVA
Spectator Staff Writer

Sw

Subculture
and
Cinephilia

One Friday night
last July, I found my-
self sobbing uncon-
trollably in a movie
theatre, five minutes
into Pixar’s “Up”—a
film that is, for all in-
tents and purposes,
meant for children.
Not helping was the
throng of stone-faced ten-year-old
girls in the row in front of me, whis-
pering: “Hey, I think that lady behind
us is crying.” Uh-oh.

Who is the target audience of films
such as “Up”? The viewership of chil-
dren’s films has expanded to include
adults—even cynical college students.
Young adults enjoy movies that re-
mind them of an idyllic past—a place
of misleading simplicity but also sur-
prising complexity. More adults are
seeing “kids’ movies” than ever, and
this time, it isn’t only to placate a
screaming seven-year-old. We whole-
heartedly enjoy them.

On Feb. 2, the Academy Awards
nominated Pixar’s “Up” for Best
Picture. It became the first animated
film to be nominated since Disney’s
“Beauty and the Beast,” and the first
since the installment of the Best
Animated Feature award. Recently,
there has been a renaissance of “fam-
ily friendly” films—in particular,
animated films—which are finally
able to compete with live-action fea-
tures in viewership and overall qual-
ity. Consider the plethora of well-
reviewed animated films of 2009:
“Coraline,” “Ponyo,” “Up,” and “The
Fantastic Mr. Fox,” among others.

There are two reasons for this re-
surgence of interest in children’s mov-
ies: Contemporary PG-rated movies
are simply better than the average
R-rated ones, and “kids’ movies” have
become increasingly relevant to young
adults. Pixar in particular manages to
perfectly fuse these two qualities.

Tony Jin, CC ’10, said, “I could
write an essay on why I liked ‘Up!’. I
think adults watch Pixar because we

have come to expect a level of artistic
maturity from all of their films”

Twenty or thirty years ago, the
average college student would never
watch a children’s film when an action
flick or a thriller was readily available.
Now the tables have turned: the best-
made films are often PG, and even
directors such as Wes Anderson are
beginning to branch out. Anderson’s
films have been marketed to hipster
young adults for so long that the in-
clusion of a children’s film—“The
Fantastic Mr. Fox”—in his oeuvre
has become a mark of the kids’ film
revolution. Anderson has also man-
aged to retain his signature aesthetic
and produce a work of art as enjoy-
able as, if not better than, its R-rated
predecessors.

Jenny Lam, CC ’09, who dreams
of working with Pixar, said, “I don’t
think family-friendly films are just
now expanding viewership to include

adults—I think we, as an audience,
are beginning to realize that ‘family-
friendly’ is not equivalent to ‘kids on-
ly’—it means there is something for
everyone. As an audience, we are also
finally beginning to accept the fact
that something like animation—often
associated with kids—isn’t a genre,
but a medium?”

Of course, there are kids’ mov-
ies, and there are kids’ movies. Some
college students may rush to the
theatre to see “Coraline,” but most
would never voluntarily set foot
in “Alvin and the Chipmunks: The
Squeakquel” The difference between
these films lies in levels of artistry
and plot complexity.

“Family friendly” no longer means
“simple plot, no curse words”—the
possibilities for these films are infi-
nite, and college students have be-
come a more than willing audience
for their artistic feats.

COURTESY OF DISNEY PIXAR

CHILD'S PLAY | Oscar nominee “Up” may appear to be a children’s film at first
glance, but it is just one of a score of recent kiddie flicks with an adult following.
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SGB recognizes ‘media
watchdog’ campus group

MEDIA WATCH from front page

challenge: can CMW provide
unbiased coverage while simulta-
neously acting as fellows trained
by the Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to improve Israel’simage?”
he said in an email message.

CMW has placed Massad’s
course under “Class Watch” and
Hertz blogs about what he says are
inaccuracies in the lectures. After
the first class session he blogged
that most of the authors on the
syllabus were among “Israel’s
greatest detractors” and had writ-
ten pieces that were “virulently
anti-Semitic,” but so far he has
said hed like to reserve judgment
on the class and professor.

Taylor Sanders, CC ’13, at-
tended a recent information ses-
sion and found the group’s mis-
sion to be appealing.

“I think they have the poten-
tial to really bring the speakers
on campus into discussions with
some of the facts,” he said.

SGB recommended the group

for recognition in December, al-
though 34 groups voted against
approving it, to 27 in favor. At
SGB Town Halls, each SGB group
gets one vote, except Hillel, which
gets 5. A two-thirds vote would
have been needed to overturn
SGB’s recommendation.

But Beezly Kiernan, CC ’11
and SGB secretary said the board
believes CMW will play an impor-
tant role in mediating tensions be-
tween both sides this year.

“There’s a lot of bickering on
this campus between pro-Israeli
and pro-Palestinian groups. A lot
of the time the bickering isn’t well
structured and therefore doesn't
really lead to constructive discus-
sion;” he said. “Hopefully the estab-
lishment of Campus Media Watch
will elevate the Israel-Palestine de-
bate on campus to a civil, academ-
ic level by ensuring that pseudo-
truths and falsehoods propagated
by the media are analyzed fully by
all parties on campus”

carly.silver
@columbiaspectator.com
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Columbia fencers Neely
Brandfield-Harvey, Daria
Schneider, and Jeft Spear
competed at World Cup in
Budapest, Hungary.
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The Big Red continues to
dominate men’s Ivy League
basketball, as it defeated both of
its opponents this weekend en
route to a No. 22 ranking.

TOMORROW

Agho earns first
collegiate double-
ouble over Brown

fi BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

the Lions pull off the comeback.

get a win at the same time?”

lues loss to the Bulldogs.

e game, it’s great”

- Agho said of his summer.

dedication.

he works hard at it”
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Aghoon Jan. 7.

ture in basketball.

“I'm not too complicated,” insisted Noruwa Agho.

omplicated? Maybe not. Talented? Most definitely.

This past weekend, the sophomore guard turned in two superb perfor-
es against Brown and Yale. In the Lions’ 65-54 win over the Bears
on Friday, Agho posted his first-ever collegiate double-double with 18
points and 10 rebounds. Columbia was trailing Brown by nine at the half,
but strong performances by Agho and teammate Asenso Ampim helped

“I feel like, especially in the first half, I tried to make an assertive ef-
fort to get us on track,” Agho said. “We were down in the beginning of the
game, and then we made the comeback. It was good to play well and also

The next night Agho tallied 30 points, matching a career high, in the Light

Between the two games, Agho played a total of 77 minutes, spending only
ee minutes on the bench the whole weekend.

“T've had a good year so far, and I think coach Jones and some of my team-
mates are depending on me to be able to contribute at a high level for a long
- amount of time;” Agho said. “I think now more than ever, 'm starting to really
mbrace that role. ... Anytime I can be out there and trying to impose my will

gho has definitely stepped into that role this year, as he is leading the team
ith 17.7 points per game—almost double his 9.1 average from last season. In
fact, he has improved drastically in almost every statistical category. According
to Agho, this betterment is the result of a lot of hard work in the off-season.

“I really focused on breaking down my game and starting from scratch
in a way, really working on some fundamentals that I didn’t have last year;

Head coach Joe Jones has lauded Agho's work ethic on many occasions, ex-
plaining that Agho goes above and beyond to reach his full potential.
“You know; I've said it, the kid is the hardest-working kid I've ever been
d;’ Jones said of Agho after Columbia’s Nov. 24 win over Bucknell. “He
rks so hard, sometimes we think he works too hard ... Before the game, he
my office for about 45 minutes watching film of Bucknell, getting himself
ready; Jones said. “He does a lot of things behind the scenes that really ... make
him a much better player”

Agho spends at least an extra hour in the gym every
day, either shooting or lifting—sometimes both. Teammate
Issa Mase, who often works out with Agho, also praised his

“Off-season, during the season, I'm pretty much always in
the gym with the guy,” Mase said. “It’s almost like were used
to it now—that’s just what he does. He wants to be good, so

The most noticeable change in Aghos game is his 3-point
shooting. Last year, Agho shot 35.7 percent from beyond the
arc and attempted only 84 threes the whole season. This year,
heis fifth in the nation in 3-point percentage with 51.6 percent,
and he has already attempted 91 shots from downtown.

His improved 3-point shooting has garnered national at-
tention, as the New York Times published an article about

“Hopefully that’s just the start of something really
special,” Agho said of the Times article. “That’s another
thing that kind of motivates me to continue to work hard
and be successful, and not quit and not get discouraged,
and continue to push forward, because there is a pos-
sibility that we can turn the program around, that I can
help turn the program around.”

Though Agho is currently focusing on helping the
Lions as much as possible, he has thought about a fu-

“Im definitely not ignorant of the fact that with continued
success, that’s definitely a possibility;” Agho said of playing professionally. “But
I'm really more concerned with myself and how I feel about myself. I want to
be as good as I can be, and I want to be able to play and continue to play until I
can't play any longer, so I don't have any regrets”

If professional basketball doesn’t work out for Agho, he'll definitely
have something to fall back on. Though he is still unsure about his career
path, Agho has considered investing—something that has interested him
since high school, according to Mase.

“He’s really big into investing and that whole process,” Mase said. “He
started building his portfolio in high school. ... He's always reading one in-
vestment magazine after the next. ... That’s just his little thing on the side”
For now, though, basketball is the biggest part of Agho’s life, and he plans on
continuing to work as hard as possible to make himself and his team better.
“I want to be able to say that I did all I could to be as good as I could possibly
be” Agho said. “Whatever happens after that is a bonus”

Agho's points must come from motion of oftense in order for Light Blue to win

BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

Hehada career-high 30 points against
Yale on Saturday night. Columbia lost
by double figures. The night before, he
had 18 against Brown, and the Lions
won by 11. The difference?

Noruwa Agho,
Columbia’s leading
scorer and breakout
star, scored 25 of his
30 points unassisted
against Yale. Against
Brown over half of
his points—10 of 18—were assisted. As
head coach Joe Jones’ squad has learned
this year, not only must Agho turn in an
impressive score line for the Light Blue
to be successful, but his points must
come from within the offense.

This is nothing new for Agho or his
teammates. After the disappointing loss
to Yale, Agho was adamant that it wasn’t
just his scoring alone that would lead
the Lions to victory.

When asked about his career-best
point total, he responded, “We’re not
going to win with me scoring 50.”

Clearly, he cannot, and does not want

to, go it alone. Against Yale the 6-food-3-
inch shooting guard found baskets hard
to come by, forcing him to muscle his
way into the lane and draw fouls. Once
he found his way to the charity strip, he
made the Bulldogs pay. Half of his 30
points came from 15-for-18 shooting
from the line.

The numbers are revealing. As
long as a large percentage of Agho’s
points are assisted by his teammates,
Columbia is successful. When he has
to create his own shots, offensive pro-
duction seems to stagnate.

Against Dartmouth, the Lions’ other Ivy
win, Agho scored 25 points, 11 of which
came off oflooks from teammates. Compare
that to his other Ancient Eight games.

Against Cornell at home, Agho scored
every one of his eight points without the
help of an assist. The next Friday, when
Harvard came to town, only three of Aghos
12 points were assisted.

In those two contests, the Lions lost by
an average of 28.5 points. In both games
against Dartmouth and Brown, where
around half of Agho's points were assisted,
Columbia won by double-figure margins.
What's more, the Light Blue averaged 16
points per game more as a team in those

two outings than in the previous two
against Harvard and Cornell.

Agho's meager 10-point average against
Harvard and Cornell could explain the
troubles Columbia had against their Ivy
competitors, as could the impressive pedi-
gree each of those teams—Jones’ squad en-
tered those games as heavy underdogs.

Saturday’s loss to Yale muddles that
picture, though. The Lions’ scorer had 30
points, and the Bulldogs were supposed to
put up a good fight, but not take the Light
Blues home floor by storm.

Instead Yale opened up a command-
ing lead early and would not let their
hosts back into the game, despite sev-
eral second-half spurts.

Coach Jones and his team emphati-
cally pointed to a lack of focus in explain-
ing their struggles in what should have
been a much more competitive game.
But Jones is quick to add that his play-
ers are not lacking in effort, and, while
acknowledging that “every team could
work harder;” he looks elsewhere to find
an explanation.

After the Cornell game, senior point
guard Pat Foley talked about Agho’s role
in the offense and about the work the
team had to do around him to make sure

its leading scorer was getting shots. Foley,
currently out with a separated shoulder,
puts the onus on himself and his team-
mates to ensure Agho’s success.

“Noruwa’s a big factor for us, and he
couldn't really get off tonight ... It was re-
ally on all of us,” Foley said.

“I think we got to work a little harder
to get Noruwa some better shots. I think
we had a few times we could have ... got
him some easier ones and kind of get
him in rhythm a bit, instead of having
him go one on one all the time, which
really kind of takes him out of rhythm.”

Weeks later, this rhythm still seems to
be eluding the Lions.

For his part, Agho readily acknowl-
edges the importance of his teammates
in his success as a scorer. After the Light
Blue’s win against Longwood, Agho cred-
ited his team for getting him good looks
at the basket. In that game Agho showed
signs of what was to come, scoring 24
points to achieve a Columbia win.

“My teammates are getting me in the
right spots, and people are finding me,’
Agho said. “That’s just as important as me
making the shots”

Niko Scott, one of the team’s best pe-
rimeter shooters, agrees.

“Ifs not so much of me finding my
groove,” Scott said. “it’s basically us work-
ing together as a team. I get my shots a lot
out of the motion of the offense”

Scott found the going tough against
Yale, too, connecting on only one of four
attempts from beyond the arc. The lack of
cohesion in Columbias offense affects not
just Agho but the entire team. Agho’s 18
free throws against Yale are an indication
that he had to take the burden on his back,
making it hard for his teammates to get
into a rhythm, too.

If Columbia hopes to bounce back this
weekend against Princeton and Penn, the
Lions will have to find the ball movement
and team offense that helped them become
the number-one three-point shooting team
in the country, a perch the Lions lost dur-
ing their offensive struggles of late.

Agho has proved that he can score even
ifhis team isn't clicking offensively, but the
recent string of losses show that Jones’ team
does not want to put its leading scorer in
such a position. Agho and his teammates
must find their points within the rhythm of
the offense, particularly as they match up
against a disciplined Princeton defense on
Friday that makes points hard to come by,
even for the most dynamic of teams.
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