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Harlem
apartments
retrofitted

BY WILLIAM JACOBS
Columbia Daily Spectator

With a boost from federal stim-
ulus funds, 135th Street is going
green—in more ways than one.

At the end of January, the
Obama administration awarded
its first stimulus grant for green
retrofitting—apartment ~ renova-
tions that increase energy efficien-
cy—to a row of apartment houses
on 135th Street between 7th and
Lenox avenues in Central Harlem.

The $3.6 million federal housing
loan is part of a larger national effort
by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development to renovate
apartment facilities so that they are
greener and more affordable.

This week, Jonathan Rose
Companies—a local developer
committed to green affordable
housing—is breaking ground with
the 135th Street apartments, a 198-
unit, 10-building complex, which
Rose analyst Clay McPhail says is
around 98 percent occupied.

The units are assisted by project-
based Section 8 vouchers, which are
government subsidies for low-in-
come residents, with the vouchers
tied to specific units.

Rose Companies acquired the
properties about a year ago through
its Rose Smart Growth Investment
Fund, which allows the developer
to buy existing buildings and green
them. And, in May 2009, Rose be-
gan a lengthy application process
to get federal funds for the project,
ultimately receiving the award in
January. “It was extremely competi-
tive,” McPhail said.

Now, Rose is converting some of
the vacant properties into “hospital-
ity suites” for residents who need or
request to be temporarily relocated
during the redevelopment process.

Ultimately, the entire complex
will be retrofitted, hopefully by the
end of 2010.

Nathan Taft, director of ac-
quisitions for Rose, said that
the renovation will be on a

SEE RETROFIT, page 3

BY CLAIRE LUCHETTE
Columbia Daily Spectator

96th Street and Broadway is cur-
rently a crowded, ripped-up con-
struction site. But by the fall, 180
sculpture flowers will hang from
the ceiling of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s newest
station house for the 1 train.

Thislarge redevelopment proj-
ect with an artistic component

has transformed Broadway be-
tween 95th and 96th streets into
a construction zone for over two
years, and is on track for com-
pletion by September 2010, ac-
cording to Deirdre Parker, an
MTA spokesperson.

The contract was awarded in
May 2007, Parker said, and now the
project is 70 percent complete.

The 96th Street rehabilitation
project, which includes a large

above-ground station house ex-
tending from 95th to 96th, will
feature staircases and elevators
leading directly to platforms,
and will also provide handicap
accessibility for the first time on
the site, as per the Americans
with Disabilities Act.
According to Sandra
Bloodworth, the director of
Arts for Transit, the MTA’s
arts division, the MTA also

EMBRY OWEN / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
MOBILE CONSTRUCTION | The MTA is redeveloping its 96th Street 1 train station with a new station house, above, which will make entrances easier and include a mobile sculpture.

96th St. station under construction, to open in fall

MTA builds new station house for the 1 train, with flower sculpture mobile

commissioned a large sculptur-
al design for the center of the
above-ground station house.
One hundred and eighty flower
forms will hang from seven beams
in the ceiling as a three-dimen-
sional mobile in the center of the
completed station, she said. The
design is a tribute to the history
of the neighborhood, which was
once called Bloomingdale, mean-
ing “vale of flowers” in Dutch.

“It is an iconic project of this
time frame ... It has this very
contemporary image, it is very
edgy and current, yet at the
same time it represents this vale
of flowers,” Bloodworth said.

She added that MTA art proj-
ects are typically limited to two-
dimensional mosaics. Though
these projects are reliable, she

SEE 96TH STREET, page 3
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LIGHT READING | With the textbook season coming to a close, students and professors say they choose
either Book Culture, above, or the Columbia Bookstore, while others say the cheapest buys are online.
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Laughing along with
‘Infinite Jest’ exhibit

The LeRoy Neiman Gallery’s
latest exhibit, “A Failed Entertain-
ment,” draws inspiration from
David Foster Wallace’s novel
“Infinite Jest,” using the mediums
of film and painting to question
popular entertainment values.

Sports, back page

Disappointing defense
dooms Light Blue

Over the weekend the Lions saw
two strong offensive performanc-
es go to waste as their defense let
them down. Their normally ef-
fective full-court pressure did not
slow down opponents, leading to
along trip home for Columbia.

Textbook

vendors
compete

BY PAUL HSIAO
Spectator Staff Writer

As the textbook-buying sea-
son comes to a close, students
and professors are completing
their search for the cheapest
books in the neighborhood and
on the Internet.

The textbook wars, lo-
cally between Book Culture,
the longtime independent on
112th Street, and the Columbia
University Bookstore on 115th,
part of the Barnes & Noble
chain, kick off at the start of
each semester, when sellers
compete for academic clients.

On campus, many students
and professors say they like to sup-
port the local independent. But
others say they are just looking
for convenient shopping and af-
fordable prices. It is unclear which
store is ultimately more success-
ful, though anecdotally, many say
Book Culture is the way to go.

Wendy McKenna, a profes-
sor of psychology at Barnard,

SEE BOOK WARS, page 3
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Dressed to impress
Amanda Gutterman decries the
growing trend of college branding
by commercial clothing companies.

Separate but equally

important

Daniel Amzallag explains that
students need access to the
opportunities of Morningside
Heights and NYC at large.

Bored@butler returns,
simplifies operations

BY GABRIELA HEMPFLING
Columbia Daily Spectator

At the revised bored@butler
website, democracy is preserved.

This is what the web team said of
the recently relaunched version of
bored@butler—the online forum
for anonymous student comment-
ing on campus since 2006—which
now has new safeguards put in
place. One such measure allows
users to temporarily ban another
user from posting if a comment
receives enough “dislikes”

Despite issues of “trolling” last
semester—students posting slan-
derous and racist comments—
B@B founder Jonathan Pappas,
CC ’06, said he is confident that
these minor changes could revive
the website.

He took the site down in De-
cember for a few weeks, saying
in an open letter, “People troll the
site with the purpose of killing the
community with slanderous and
racist comments .. Service has
been temporarily suspended until
we can develop the right codes for
it to take care of itself” Comments
on the site can cover any topic,
from procrastination and Harry

Potter, to sexual topics and drunk-
en remarks.

Now;, an improved version of
the site is up and running again,
Pappas said, after it came back on-
line the first week of January.

“Since the life of bored@but-
ler, it's gone through a bunch of
revisions—some failed, some suc-
ceeded. Today, it’s back to the 2006
look and feel, the original code,”
Pappas said.

He added that the format is also
more user-friendly.

His team has implemented safe-
guards to preserve “democracy” on
the site. If anyone posts a comment
that many users “dislike;” that per-
son will not be allowed to post for 30
minutes from that location.

“Your stuff will be automatically
trashed,” he said. “Take a room full
of people having a conversation: if
someone walks in and starts scream-
ing, then he will be kicked out” The
website also has closer monitoring
from a current student on staff.

The “bored@” trend has
spread to many other Ivy League
Schools, which have adopted
similar sites, but Pappas said he

SEE BORED@BUTLER, page 2
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Bored@butler returns after shutdown

BORED@BUTLER from front page

is no longer interested in expan-
sion or advertising. For him, the
site is just a hobby.

“It’s there to exist. I don’t
care about increasing traffic. It’s
bored@butler ... Go there if you
are bored,” he said.

Pappas, since the switch,
has also given some oversight
of the website to Frederick
Havemeyer, CC’13.

“He owns the website, so 'm
just going to do what he wants,”
Havemeyer said. “It’s not terribly
alot of work”

But who is actually using the
site on campus? Havemeyer said
he wasn’t sure who goes to B@B
these days.

“I don’t really want to know.
I don’t know if anyone does. It’s
entirely anonymous,” he said.

Kevin McDonald, SEAS 12,
who works at Butler’s second
floor reserves desk, said he
never sees people use B@B. “I
don’t think people really know
much about bored@butler,”
he said, adding that he thinks
mostly older people or alumni
are interested in the site. He
said there are other blogs de-
signed for procrastination, such
as Texts from Last Night and
FMyLife, that are much more

popular. “It’s a lot more enter-
taining, and you get more con-
tent on there, too,” he said.

But Pappas said that the site
was gaining popularity at the
Dartmouth branch, bored@
baker, where the activity is ten-
fold of Butler’s.

“It’s a fraternity-centric
community where everyone
knows everyone,” he said. “Say
a first name and everyone
knows who that is.”

Still, on Columbias campus,
students know of the site, though
few admit to using it.

COURTESY OF BORED@BUTLER

“I've seen people use it. I don’t
know if youre going to get any-
one to admit it, though,” Evan
Drewry, SEAS ’13, said.

Others say they have no inter-
estin it.

Constance Boozer, CC ’13,
said she doesn’t think B@B isn't
funny, and prefers to procrasti-
nate on Facebook.

Elizabeth Munroe, CC ’12,
said she has only seen B@B once
or twice but thinks it is too crass.
She added, “I try not get bored
at Butler”

news@columbiaspectator.com
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135th Street
apartments

retrofitted

RETROFIT from front page

large scale. “It is an integrated
design process,” he said. “Itisa
comprehensive green strategy,
and a whole capital renova-
tion that looks at the building
holistically”

McPhail said that because
the buildings are over 100 years
old, and have not been updated
since the late ’70s, the renova-
tion will include an upgrade of
infrastructure and appliances,
including fire alarms, flooring,
elevators, refrigerators, and the
lobby—all with green imple-
ments such as LED lights.

McPhail said the renovations in-
clude using paint that helps improve
air quality; replacing the 15-year-old
boiler with an energy-efficient one
to save gas, and utilizing solar en-
ergy for support.

Nilda Mesa, Columbia ad-
junct professor of environ-
mental stewardship, said that
certain aspects of this project
could make a big difference.

“Not only will the heating
and hot water costs go down but
there may also be fewer particu-
lates emitted into the surround-
ing neighborhood, especially if
the boilers will be dual-fuel or
able to use natural gas,” she said
in an email, adding that the shift
could help combat high asthma
rates—a major health problem
in Harlem.

Direct federal funds here are
also important, Mesa said, be-
cause the up-front costs are often
the biggest challenge in energy-
efficient retrofits. “This sort of
program helps remove that hur-
dle. It’s a winning solution for
everyone,” she said.

Congressman Charles
Rangel, who represents northern
Manbhattan, said that the design will
help green the neighborhood and
also provide jobs.

“The idea is that it's an award
that, by helping the landlord
green retrofit the buildings, will
be a way to maintain the cost of
the building and the cost of liv-
ing in the buildings, and keep the
costlow;” Elbert Garcia, a spokes-
person for Rangel, said.

“The plan could save us up to
25 percent on energy costs rela-
tive to other buildings, mostly
through replacing old systems
with newer and more efficient
ones,” Garcia said.

Some think this development
could be a citywide paradigm.
“This is the first one of these ef-
forts, so other projects and other
landlords will take a look at how
things go, and maybe follow,”
Garcia said.

“It is the critical strategy go-
ing forward,” Taft said, adding,
“This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity ... Real estate can play a
meaningful role in combating
climate change”

Current residents agreed that
the apartments have been dete-
riorating, and they are hopeful
that the retrofit will address se-
rious issues with the buildings—
though some are skeptical.

“I'mall for it [green retrofitting],
if its going to reduce lead poison-
ing, if it's going to bring about more
affordability in housing. 'm all for
it—why not?” said Ron DeShields,
amember of Community Board 4
in Brooklyn and a resident of one
of the apartments. “Due to the
fact that this is a housing area, and
people are coming home here and
living here, the buildings should be
safer, and there should be adequate
lighting. And if they can keep the
costs low, then that’s great”

Resident Lynette Phillips said
that she is looking forward to it, but
is not optimistic.

“I'have very little faith ... I've
been here for 30 years, and when
I first saw it [the neighborhood],
it was great, but it just seems to
deteriorate year after year”

She added of the proposed
renovation, “It’s a great thing
that’s going to happen, but my
attitude is ‘wait-and-see.”

Sam Levin contributed
reporting.

news@columbiaspectator.com

MTA to open new station house, flower sculpture project at 96th

96TH STREET from front page

said, “You want to push that which
you know and do different things.
This was an opportunity to do
something different”

The current station is not cur-
rently handicap accessible, and
requires commuters to walk down
two flights of stairs from the street
level and then up another flight to
reach the platforms.

This inefficient up-and-down,
and the accessibility issues, will
be eliminated with the new de-
sign, said Andrew Albert, co-
chair of the Community Board 7
transportation committee.

He said the new station’s more
practical, accessible entrance points
will help the flow of traffic.

In terms of aesthetics, he added,
“I think it's going to be beautiful ...
There will be a lot of natural light”

Albertadded, “This was a station
that cried out, because of the lack of
handicap accessibility ... It's a major
transfer point”

Neighborhood residents said
they are ready for the station to
open after dealing with the has-
sles of construction.

“It’s been a long three years.
I can’t even remember when it
started,” said Jon Sage, an Upper
West Side resident who com-
mutes from the station.

Large new developments in
the area have been increasing
the number of people who rely
on the 96th Street station, said
CB7 transportation committee
member Paul Fischer.

“The MTA is forced to pay
for the expansion of that subway
station,” he said. But the crowds
at rush hour show that there’s no
question of its necessity, he said,
adding, “We need it

The construction process did
require shrinking the sidewalks on
Broadway, which was concerning
for some nearby businesses.

Emily Kaya, manager of F
clothing store at Broadway and
95th, said, “I can tell that people
are scared to walk around the

sidewalks, and it’s dusty and noisy,
and it’s not easy to breathe”

Albert acknowledged that the
sidewalk issue had been contro-
versial, but said otherwise, he has
only heard support for the project
from local residents.

“We really haven't gotten any
complaints about this project. This
is a neighborhood that speaks its
mind. The fact that there have been
little or no complaints really says
something;” he said.

And some commuters insisted
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DON'TENTER | The 96th Street 1 train station is undergoing a massive reconstruction. The street is currently crowded with construction
work, and inside the station restricted areas are blocked off to commuters as the MTA finishes its project to build a new station house.

that a new station would make their
lives easier and bring more people
to the area.

Khara Emmanuel, a sales-
woman at Mandee, a clothing store
on Broadway between 95th and
96th streets, said, “T've seen a lot of

progress, and it looks like it’s really
coming together. ... We're expect-
ing a lot of business after the con-
struction’s over.”
Sam  Levin
reporting.
news@columbiaspectator.com

contributed

NAOMI ELLENSON FOR SPECTATOR
GOING GREEN| The 135th Street apartments in Central Harlem are becoming greener and more affordable.

Book Culture, University
Bookstore compete

BOOK WARS from front page

said she has her students pur-
chase textbooks from Book
Culture, and wouldn’t have it
any other way. “I believe in
supporting independent book-
stores, period,” she said.

Chris Doeblin, the owner
of Book Culture, said that his
store has an important role in
Morningside Heights. “Having
an independent bookstore adds
a lot to the atmosphere of the
college. Everyone recognizes ...
that we're an asset to the area,”
he said.

Management from the
Columbia Bookstore declined
to comment.

English professor William
Sharpe made the choice to go
independent years ago. “I have
always ordered my books at the
non-CU bookstore, going back
to BookForum in the 1970s,”
he said.

Matthew Connelly, a profes-
sor of international and global
history at Columbia, said he
has no real negative feelings
toward the chain, but still sup-
ports Book Culture. “I'm not
against Barnes & Noble, but I
think it’s more critical to sup-
port independent bookstores.”

But Elizabeth Bauer, who
teaches neuroscience, said she
prefers Barnes & Noble because
it is convenient. “Once you set
it up with them, they know
what books you need every se-
mester. They also send me e-
mails to remind me,” she said.
She also said that the Columbia
Bookstore can estimate how
many students are enrolled
in the class and predict book
quantities, which makes her
job easier.

Justin Guilfoyle, CC 10, said
that Book Culture feels more ac-
cessible. “Book Culture is con-
venient. It’s right there and it’s
reasonably priced,” he said.

And Connelly agreed that,
ultimately, price is most impor-
tant—even if the best deal lies
outside of Morningside Heights.

“More and more students
are buying from Amazon,
Connelly said. Danielle Rizzini,
BC 12, said she prefers to buy
her textbooks online. “They’re
much cheaper online, and I
wouldn’t even think of going
to the Columbia Bookstore.”

Rena Greenfield, GS, said of
the local sellers, “They’re both
really overpriced”

James Basker, president of
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History and a profes-
sor of English at Barnard, said
that he sends students to the in-
dependent, because employees
treat customers better there. “I
want good service for my stu-
dents. Years ago, when I first
came to Barnard, we had really
miserable service at Barnes &
Noble ... I really haven’t ever
felt like going back”

Doeblin added, “Having
only a university bookstore
makes your university life in-
distinct. That’s the fundamen-
tal difference. We're indepen-
dent, we’re distinct, and we do
things better.”

Book Culture builds a re-
lationship with Columbia, he
said. Emily Hill, an employee
at Book Culture, said that pro-
fessors who have recently au-
thored books like to see their
texts featured in the store. “A
lot of them autograph their
own work,” she said.

Some professors, though,
simply use Book Culture as
a diversion. Lytton Smith,
a teaching assistant in the
English Department, said, “I go
to Book Culture for both work
and play, and it is more fun.”

Elizabeth Scott contributed
reporting.

paul.hsiao@
columbiaspectator.com
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Students confined
to campus

T

University’s
official
name,
“Columbia
University
in the City
of New
York,” is

a source
of pride
for a number of administrators
and trustees, symbolizing the
integration of a major research
university with the metropo-

lis that surrounds it. We're all
deeply engaged with the city,
travelling through parks and
across bridges for daily doses
of culture and nightlife—right?
On the contrary, the isolation-
ism of Morningside Heights is
no secret.

Columbia’s campus creates
a neighborhood that is entirely
self-contained. Thousands
of four-year residents are
concentrated in a ten-block
radius that encloses all the
necessities of everyday life—
including book shops, res-
taurants, pharmacies, bars,
and banks—making it quite
easy to remain within this
zone for weeks at a time. The
result is a “college town”-type
enclave of University affiliates
who have isolated themselves
from the rest of the city. But
Morningside’s ivory tower is
not without benefits—packing
all undergraduates into a few
blocks creates a meaningful
sense of community, unlike the
sprawling campuses of many
other urban colleges.

At the same time, interaction
with our surrounding environ-
ment is certainly more extensive
than it is at small-town colleges.
The balance between these two
extremes has conventionally
tipped in favor of college com-
munity over urban interaction.
While this is in large part due
to the preferences and habits of
students, it is increasingly be-
coming a byproduct of financial
necessity. A series of recent re-
forms will likely make off-cam-
pus engagement more difficult
to sustain, shutting the gates
between “Columbia University”
and “the City of New York”

First, University President
Lee Bollinger recently request-
ed a 30 percent funding cut to
CU Arts Initiative, a program
crucial to making New YorKk’s
expensive cultural landscape
accessible to students. CU
Arts Initiative’s discounted
ticket programs are unique
in their ability to connect the
University with the city, as they
encourage off-campus activity
without reducing the sense of
school community.

Second, the proposal to re-
quire all Barnard students to sign
up for a meal plan threatens to
sever ties with New York's world
of food and entertainment. Ata
recent forum, Barnard President
Debora Spar argued that the plan
to make the purchase of cafete-
ria meals mandatory will build

DANIEL
AMZALLAG

Outside the
Gates

campus togetherness, ignoring
its toxic effect on urban engage-
ment. All Barnard students will
be required to pay in advance
for a number of on-campus
meals, making a great deal of
off-campus eating financially
insensible.

With the new decision, we
can expect Barnard to isolate
itself—quite involuntarily—
not only from the wider city,
but also from its peer institu-
tion across the street, all in
the name of closer intraschool
ties. While I cannot speak for
Barnard students, I submit that
“community” should categori-
cally be resigned in importance
to initiatives that strengthen
opportunities for connecting
with our city.

The third reform that threat-
ens to detach Morningside from
greater New York concerns the
repeated fare hikes from the
Metropolitan Transit Authority.
Though not a product of
University decision-making, the
new policy suffers from the same
fatal flaw as recent University
decisions—a disregard for or
ignorance of the relationship be-
tween individual neighborhoods
and the city at large. To filla
$400 million deficit, the MTA is
considering raising subway and
bus fares by more than 7.5 per-
cent, even after MetroCard fares
were recently raised by 25 cents.
Additionally, the agency will
once again cut service from key
subway lines and bus routes—
essentially using its government
monopoly on mass transit to
force New Yorkers to pay more
for less.

The MTA’s outrageous neg-
ligence of transit sustainability
contributes to the isolation of
all neighborhoods from each
other. By increasing the cost of
travelling around the city, the
agency contributes to restrict-
ing people to their neighbor-
hoods of residence. These fare
increases, to which there has
been no demonstrated end
in sight, endanger the city’s
cosmopolitan and accessible
character, not least for cash-
strapped college students..

Traditionally, critics attribute
Columbias insularity to a quality
of listlessness or provincialism on
the part of its students, stereo-
typical as this analysis may be.
With the spate of recent changes,
though, students are increas-
ingly deprived of opportunities
to be meaningful New Yorkers.
Campus isolationism is becoming
a financial necessity, rather than
a question of volition or interest.
Administrative decision-makers
must begin to consider their
effects on students’ abilities to
engage with the city on a routine
basis, and stop the overemphasis
on a campus life that is already
quite firmly rooted. Without this
approach, Columbia’s position “in
the City of New York” is of paltry
significance.

Daniel Amzallag is a Columbia
College junior majoring in political
science and English. Outside the
Gates runs alternate Tuesdays.

Connecting

scientists and

educators

BY ELIZABETH LINDHARDT ROBINSON

Thanks to Obama’s “Educate to
Innovate” program, more money is
spenton science education now than
ever before—but funding alone isn't
going to fix the problem. American
students ranked 21st in science lit-
eracy out of 30 developed coun-
tries, according to a report by the
Program for International Student
Assessment—incontrovertible evi-
dence of an ineffective education
system and a society that does not
value science. “Educate to Innovate”
is making great strides toward put-
ting science in the spotlight and
rewarding the brightest of science
students and educators, but students
still don't want to learn and scientists
still don’t want to teach. To address
the deficits of science education, we
need to break the cycle of unimagi-
native teaching and societal apathy
toward science. The only way we
can achieve this is by tearing down
the wall between “real” science and
public science education.

As an enthusiastic college stu-
dent and volunteer science teacher,
I am part of both the problem and
the solution. I am passionate about
science and I absolutely love sharing
my excitement with my students,
but I have no intention of becom-
ing a science teacher. In fact, I don't
personally know any undergradu-
ates who do. The reason for this
isn’t money;, it’s the fact that public
science education lies on the fringe

t was the
middle
of

January;,
before my
return to
Columbia
for the
spring
semester,
when a visit
to my high
school al-
lowed me to
reflect on the new implications of
an age-old fashion trend. College
brand apparel—from sweatpants
to T-shirts—is not only highly in
demand at this stage of the appli-
cation season, but has enjoyed an
expansion into the larger mar-
ket through enterprises such as
Harvard’s newly announced cloth-
ing line, Harvard Yard.

The new relationships created
between commercial retailers
and academic institutions define
the way in which our culture
turns education into a commod-
ity. Applications submitted, high
school seniors employ college
branding to indicate loyalty to a
top choice, advertise the breadth
of their search, or pay hopeful
homage to a parent or sibling’s
alma mater. By the end of high
school, elite schools’ names
become best-selling brands, sup-
planting the latest jeans or shoes.

However, marketing for
college-branded items targets

AMANDA
GUTTERMAN

The Far-Side
of the Famil-

of the science community—some-
where nobody who's passionate
about science wants to be.

In the public school system, most
science teachers are educators first
and scientists second or not at all.
Schools organize education hori-
zontally by grade level rather than
vertically by subject. The focus is
on completing the requirements
for each grade level, rather than on
building students’” knowledge and
understanding of a subject over the
span of their education. As a result,
a third-grade science teacher works
closely with other third-grade teach-
ers, rather than with other science
educators. There is little room for
dialogue on the challenges of getting
students excited about science.

While I admire those science
lovers who take to the class-
room to fight for science litera-
cy, teaching shouldn’t be such a
lonely battle. High-quality sci-
ence teaching will increase pub-
lic interest in science-based issues
and, ultimately, boost American
competitiveness in research and
technology—two necessary and
invaluable pursuits. Shouldn’t sci-
ence be something we esteem?

The poor image of science edu-
cation and the restrictive structure
of science curricula lead to unimag-
inative teaching, and to a society
that is indifferent and unmotivated
when it comes to scientific prog-
ress. However, we can address this
challenge by finding ways to get our
teachers into laboratories and our
scientists into classrooms.

From my experience as a teach-
er, I've learned that genuine enthu-
siasm is the foundation of any suc-
cessful science lesson. When I get
excited about science, my students
do too. However, I draw much of

my enthusiasm from my daily life
as a science student at Columbia,
a busy research university. I spend
my days studying science and talk-
ing with my peers about their re-
search and their ideas—something
I'd have to give up if I became a sci-
ence teacher.

To promote innovation and cre-
ativity in teaching, we need to sup-
port teacher education programs
that put elementary and middle
school educators into laboratories.
This tactic is already being imple-
mented through some privately
funded programs, such as HHMTI’s
Science Education Leadership
Fellows (SELF) program, which
pairs elementary school science
teachers with postdoctoral and
graduate scientists to work on re-
search projects, learn new lab meth-
ods, and talk about innovative ways
to teach science. The success of this
program is reflected in skyrocket-
ing test scores among participating
schools after only a year of partici-
pation. If public school science
teachers were also research-
ers, even at a basic level, pub-
lic school teaching wouldbe |, -
much more appealing to 3

?

L=,

science students, myself .. |

'\

included.

In terms of American
competitiveness, encour-
aging scientists to volunteer
at public schools

may be the best [~ oy

solution. Students
need to see that
science is more

il
=

talking about their own research,
scientists can give students a glimpse
into the inner workings of scientific
inquiry, and introduce them to the
oft-overlooked creative and innova-
tive aspects of science.

We need to address the negative
stigma of both science and science
teaching if we are ever going to,
in the words of President Obama,
“return science to its rightful place”
This is an exciting time for science
education. I can already see that
science is garnering more attention
in mainstream society, through
increased funding for special pro-
grams and, more importantly; presi-
dential interest. We must, however,
develop substantial, innovative pro-
grams that turn teachers into scien-
tists and scientists into teachers, if
we are ever going to truly solve the
crisis of poor science education.

The author is a Columbia College
junior majoring in neuroscience. She
is the editor in chief of the Columbia
Science Review.
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ILLUSTRATION BY ELIZABETH SIMINS

The university lifestyle line

a much larger segment of the
population. For example, Harvard
Yard’s Oxford shirts sell for nearly
$200, and its sports coats for
nearly $500—far exceeding an
average college student’s bud-

get. Appealing to an older and
wealthier demographic, expensive
college-wear transcends the name
or reputation of a particular insti-
tution, and serves as affirmation
of an idealized collegiate lifestyle.
Retailers from Ralph Lauren to
Martha Stewart have profited
from lifestyle lines, “lifestyle”
suggesting a sense of identity and
purpose that goes beyond simply
buying the products.

J.Crew’s recent “university
coat” and Victorias Secret PINK’s
“Pink University”—a faux univer-
sity whose crest is a laurel wreath
around a pink dog and whose
red-herring title is emblazoned on
countless pieces of merchandise—
further exemplify this phenom-
enon. Harvard, ].Crew, and
Victorid’s Secret are converging on
a broad demand for their respec-
tive visions of the college lifestyle.

Karl Marx discusses at length
his ideas of use value and ex-
change value in his celebrated
analysis of consumer practices,
“The Commodity” A product’s
“use value” is the need it ap-
pears to satisfy—in the case of a
sweatshirt, warmth after exer-
cise. Its exchange value is its set
of similarities and differences
if compared to other products,

which establishes a comparative
value in order to make exchange
possible. But what accounts for the
collegiate lifestyle’s high exchange
value, and why is the demand so
high right now?

My original idea was that
granting oneself a prestigious
university’s name could serve as
a buoy of credibility in a stormy
economy, a résumé displayed on
the body rather than hidden in a
briefcase. However, Harvard Yard
apparel noticeably lacks any “H”
lettering, “Veritas” slogan, or the
Harvard crest. At the other end of
the market, Pink University exists
in an academic and cultural vac-
uum—can you imagine the cur-
riculum? Collegiate lifestyle attire
cannot be completely explained by
the résumé effect, because these
brands do not depend on visible
association with any actual aca-
demic institution.

In “The Commodity;” Marx
explains two ways to assess an
exchange value. One measures
the amount of labor that went
into producing a commodity, and
the other measures the amount
of money that is traded for it. The
commodity, Marx argues, is the
concrete objectification of abstract
labor. When you see a coat, for
example, you think of its use and
of its cost rather than of the labor
that went into making it. The
commodity itself is a mask con-
cealing labor.

By this logic, college brand

apparel adds a new layer of con-
cealment to labor. Not only does
it mask the process of weaving

the fabric and stitching the seams,
but also a student’s or professor’s
labor to become associated with
that academic institution—to

gain acceptance or earn a degree,
to maintain a position or earn
tenure. Columbia athletes, mean-
while, receive special Lions gear as
a direct response to the work they
put into their team sports. On the
whole, widespread consumption
of such a commodity cheapens
this concealed value, since none of
the personal effort is required to
purchase it.

This new collegiate lifestyle gear,
removing the résumé effect that
invokes the academic institution,
refers merely to the socioeco-
nomic connotations of the idea of
“university.” The wearer’s ability to
purchase the smaller commodity of
the sweatshirt connotes his ability
to purchase the larger commodity
of a college education. From J.Crew
to Victoria’s Secret to Harvard Yard,
recent moves in the world of ap-
parel go further to make education
a commodity, a reified product
symbolic of a certain social group,
masking the labor behind it in a
singular, new way.

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia
College first-year with an intended
major in anthropology or compara-
tive literature and society. The Far-
Side runs alternate Tuesdays.
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| WE DELIVER e OPEN 7 DAYS

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Ilalian Food at lis Best

FULL MENU ® PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SIDEWALK DINING

| TUESDAY NIGHT © 152% orr v cUID

(DINE-IM ONLY)

STUDY CHINESE

at Teachers College, Columbia University!

SPRING 2010 « FEBRUARY 15 - MAY 1

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. $300.

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

LEVEL: BEGINNER - LEVEL 2
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

Saturdays | 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. $150.

Community Language Program, 525 West 120th Street, Horace Mann 46E. 212.678.3097.
(1asses are non-credit Instructors are teachers in training supenvised by TC's applied linguistics faculty.

MORNING CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

EVENING CLASSES
LEVEL: BEGINNER

WEEKEND CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Register in person af the

http://www.tc.edu,/communitylanguage /
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

NEWLY RENOV 2 BR CO-OP (approx
700 sq ft) located on 160 St betw
B'way & Amsterdam. Hardwood floors
and spacious layout close to public
transp and shopping on B’way, ap-
prox 4 blocks from train. See pictures
at http://www.propertyshark.com/ma-
son/RFS/listing_details.html’listing_
id=2553105. Contact Brian: brianre-
sales@gmail.com

1 BR APT IN HARLEM brownstone.
Take M60 bus to campus. Contact Pre-
mierePtyMgmt@aol.com for details.
Rent: $1500. 1 month free rent for CU
students.

$260K—CO2ZY studio off Central Park
West in a landmark co-op bldg; sep-
arate kitchen; hardwood floor; 11 ft
ceilings; close to CU; investors wel-
come; income restriction applies - in-
quire for details; (646) 361-9516.

RENTAL $1900 MONTHLY for newly
renov 2 BR apt (approx 100 sq ft). Spa-
cious layout, 10-ft high tin ceilings,
stainless steel appliances, and gran-
ite counter tops. Located on Linden
St betw Grandview & Fairview Aves,
close to transp. 25 min ride into Man-
hattan. See pictures at http://newyork.
craiglist.org/que/reb/1576860732.
html. Contact Brian at brianresales @
gmail.com

HELP WANTED

NETWORK MARKETING $$$
Tremendous profits selling websites!
Free training. No experience required.
Watch our free video. Start this month
for bonus $$3. Visit www.rcentsceo.ws

SKI RENTAL

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

TUTORING

DO YOU NEED ATUTOR to focus your
concepts? There is no difference be-
tween being a C student and being
an A student, except in the compres-
sion and focus... A good tutor can
clarify, realign, focus, direct.... If you
feel floundering, get a tutor now. Call
(212) 865-1026. We specialize in the
fields of History, English, Philosophy,
Languages....

TYPING & EDITING

IMPECCABLE EDITING/TYPING/re-
search/rewriting by Ivy PhD; especial-
ly skilled in handling close deadlines
and overworked students, with grace
and compassion. Call (212) 865-1026,
any hour, and reduce the pressure on
your psyche....
CONFIDENTIALDISSERTATION/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and
Sciences. From committee selection
to commencement. Call and move
forward.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for
several federal tax credits, if you are
not claimed on your parents’ return.
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85.
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.
VOLCANO BASE JUMPING instruc-
tors needed! Thrill seekers and adren-
aline junkies preferred. No experience
necessary. Waivers required. www.vol-
canobasejumping.info

ANGELINA

| B

BAR]| |

Brick OveEN Pizza ® FurL BAr

Every Friday and Saturday night we are introducing our
LATE-NITE CARD

Jrom 9:30 1o Midnight

This card entitles you to 50% off the total food portion of the check
ASK FOR IT AT THE RESTAURANT ot ralid for take out. You st be seated from $:58 on)
ANGELINA NOW ACCEPTS CU FLEX POINTS
www.angelinapizzabar.com

GOOD FOOD ¢ GOOD DRINKS ® GOOD TIMES
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LEFT AND BOTTOM RIGHT: XUELI WANG FOR SPECTATOR, TOP AND CENTER RIGHT: COURTESY OF NICK OBOURN

WHY SO SERIOUS? | David Foster Wallace’s “Infinite Jest” inspired the exhibit “A Failed Entertainment:
Selections from the Filmography of James O. Incandena” at the LeRoy Neiman Center for Print Studies.

‘Jest’ reigns at LeRoy Neiman

BY SARA CLEMENTE
Columbia Daily Spectator

Often described
as a work of hys-
terical realist ge-
nius, “Infinite Jest”
by David Foster Wallace took
readers by storm in early 1996.
Now—almost 15 years after
its publication—at Columbia’s
LeRoy Neiman Gallery, “Infinite
Jest” continues to challenge the
idea of what a novel can do and
what it can inspire.

In the novel, James O.
Incandenza is a recently de-
ceased filmmaker. For the
exhibit, titled “A Failed
Entertainment: Selections from
the Filmography of James O.
Incandenza,” artists and film-
makers created some of the
shaping pieces of Incandenza’s
body of work. His film ‘Infinite
Jest’ is a work so thought-pro-
voking that its viewers suppos-
edly no longer care for anything
that occurs outside the film.

The atmosphere of the
Neiman exhibit is sterile. The
viewers first enter a white room
with only two small works of vi-
sual art on the wall. Two screens
play films—one is a standard

ART

television and the other a projec-
tion onto the wall, an arrange-
ment which distracts and mes-
merizes the observers.

The audience is able to
choose which film to watch, by
turning a doorknob to the left
or to the right. The ability to
turn the knob freely provokes
the visitors to question who de-
cides what they are exposed to,
and what it means to be able to
choose what to see.

The screen shows one of 25
films from Incandenza’s career
as described in the novel. Many
of them document aspects of ev-
ery day life—such as sex, drugs,
war, loneliness, news, music, and
discussion—but the content feels
unfamiliar and surreal. Most of
the films lack conversation be-
tween their subjects, and the
only sounds are cacophonous
sound effects. The subject’s face
is frequently the main focus and
emphasized by extreme close-
ups. Thereby, the films stress
the aspects which make an in-
dividual human, which is also
a major theme of the novel that
inspired the exhibit.

Apart from the films, the ex-
hibit displays two paintings. An
oil painting called “Referencing

the Original” by Van Hanos
hangs on the wall perpendicu-
lar to the projected screen. The
painting depicts Sierpinski’s
Triangle, in which a finite
number of symbols is present-
ed within an infinite pattern.
Only once the viewer gazes at
the painting long enough does
he realize that there is an abso-
lute number of triangles within
the one capacious triangle. In
comparison to the films, the
painting provokes a heavy feel-
ing of insignificance.

The most thought-provoking
aspect of the exhibition lies be-
low the projected screen, in the
form of a rough, wooden door
with a lone, golden doorknob
spinning evenly on it. The only
light in the room is focused on
it, entrancing its viewers. The
doorknob spins without influ-
ence from the audience, evok-
ing the question central to the
exhibit—do people really chose
what entertains them?

WHEREIT'S AT

Time: Runs through Feb. 19
Place: The Gallery at the
LeRoy Neiman Center for
Print Studies

Winter Restaurant Week
goes Rouge in midtown

BY LAUREN LEPOW
Columbia Daily Spectator

Few would ex-
pect that a three-
& course meal at a
50 :00npe | trendy, new restau-
rant with a shiny
Michelin star could be as whole-
some as a trip to Whole Foods.

From the moment the red
velvet curtains blow open to
the front door of Rouge Tomate
(10 E. 60th Street between 5th
and Madison avenues), the res-
taurant attempts to pamper its
clients on every level. Though
at full capacity on a Saturday
night during Restaurant Week,
Rouge Tomate seems spacious
enough to maintain an appro-
priate level of quiet comfort.

Rouge Tomate’s philosophy
revolves around an approach
to food known as “Sanitas Per
Escam,” or “Health Through
Food,” that employs special gas-
tronomical techniques intend-
ed to contribute to well-being.
Both eco-minded and health-
oriented Columbia students
will be impressed by the local
and seasonal ingredients which
executive chef Jeremy Bearman
and an in-house nutritionist
prepare. Yet, the average cus-
tomer would never know that
his hearty meal was made with
no butter and accounts for 40
percent of the recommended

FOOD

daily nutrients.

Showcasing a nice diversity
of dishes, ranging from risotto
to flank steak, the menu never
overwhelms but offers some-
thing for every taste and diet.
The waiter happily explains
the nutritional value of each
dish, as well as the origins of
the ingredients. The affordable
wine list includes non-alcohol-
ic fruit juices and uncommon
treats, such as Brazilian wines
and red-rice beer from Japan.

Meals begin with a whole
wheat and sourdough bread-
basket, served with a spread-
able carrot purée in lieu of
butter, and continue with a
complimentary taste of warm,
powerful parsnip soup to set
the tone. To those who have a
fear of exotic vegetables, this re-
freshing palate-cleanser tastes
like a sweeter version of cream
of potato soup. The Restaurant
Week menu features three ap-
petizers. The curried cauliflow-
er apple has an unanticipated
sweetness and kicks with the
perfect kind of spice, leaving a
lasting impression of chile oil
without making one’s eyes wa-
ter. The baby beet and mache
salad with ricotta delightfully
showecases local produce.

The waiter asks if the trout,
also from the Restaurant Week

SEE ROUGE, page 6

COURTESY OF ROUGE TOMATE

TOMATO, TOMATE | With Restaurant Week’s extension, students can
enjoy tasty and healthy eats at a reasonable rate at Rouge Tomate.

Getting schooled by free wine in the city of lights

Abroad

ona

Budget

BY JULIA HALPERIN
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

There are few things more
exciting for a college student
on a budget than school-
sponsored drinking.

At Reid Hall, Columbia’s
campus in Paris, the options
are both far classier and
far more educational than
Lerner Pub.

It didn’t take long to dis-
cover that cocktails in Paris,
particularly in the more cen-
trally located (read: touristy)
neighborhoods, are a relative-
ly unaffordable extravagance.
After a few drinks, it’s tempt-
ing to ignore the exchange
rate and convince oneself
that spending 10 euros on
a mojito isn’t that different
from spending $10. The un-
fortunate truth, however, is
that it is, and that $10 is too
much to spend on a cocktail
anyway.

But, fortunately for me
and many other strapped-for-

cash students, Reid Hall has
incorporated enough booze
into its free extracurricular
activities to satisfy even the
thirstiest of foreigners.

Indeed, three out of four
of the program activities I've
participated in have involved
multiple glasses of wine or
champagne. The Reid Hall
sponsored wine tasting—
complete with rosé cham-
pagne, chardonnay, caber-
net sauvignon, merlot, and
accompanying cheese pair-
ings—was perhaps the most
obvious way to gain access to
free drinks.

But our day trip to Reims,
a small city two hours outside
of Paris that is home to the
medieval Cathedral of Reims,
also concluded with a tour of
and champagne tasting at the
Pommery Winery.

At the end of our atelier
cuisine—French for “cook-
ing class”—we indulged not
only in a homemade zucchini
and goat cheese tart, Basque

chicken, and creme brulée,
but also had a bottle of wine
with dinner and boxed san-
gria while we waited for the
chicken to cook.

(The fourth activity, a con-
versation exchange between
French students from the
Sorbonne and Reid Hall stu-
dents, could have incorporat-
ed alcohol as well, I suppose,
but seeing as it took place at
one in the afternoon in be-
tween classes, Coke and chips
were probably a better choice
than wine and cheese.)

As these are school-spon-
sored activities, Reid Hall made
an effort to make the drinking
educational. We learned about
the long and complicated pro-
cess of making champagne in
the caves at Pommery Winery,
and I came out of the dégusta-
tion du vin with various fun
facts that actually make shop-
ping for a bottle of wine at the
grocery store a bit easier.

SEE WINE, page 7

Hansen takes temperature
of climate policy with book

BY CLAIRE FU
Spectator Staff Writer
Green is the new
black.
BOOKS In “Storms of

My Grandchildren:
The Truth About
the Coming Climate Catastrophe
and Our Last Chance to Save
Humanity,’ James Hansen writes
of global warming and its perilous
consequences, urging the public to
take heed before it’s too late.

As adjunct professor at
Columbia’s Earth Institute and
director of the NASA Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, Hansen
brought attention to global warming
when he testified before Congress
about climate change in the ’80s.
Since then, he has been known as
the “grandfather of global warm-
ing” and has conducted extensive
research on climate change.

“Is not a pretty picture for
my children and grandchildren,”
Hansen said, alluding to the title
of the book. Hansen emphasizes

the urgency of global warming
and its devastating environmen-
tal effects on future generations.
Through informative graphs and
personal anecdotes, “Storms of My
Grandchildren” provides accessible
scientific explanations on the dy-
namics of climate change.
Currently, the atmospheric
carbon dioxide amount is reach-
ing 390 parts per million, while an
amount of 350 ppm is needed to
restore the planet’s energy balance.
“We're coming pretty darn close;
Hansen said, when asked if he
could predict the tipping point.
The earth is reaching the point
of no return, Hansen believes. The
growing intensity of droughts and
heat waves also heralds heavier
rains and storms, signifying an in-
crease of both extremes through
global warming. While the
amount of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere rises at a natural rate
of 0.0001 ppm/year, the human-
produced rate is two ppm/year.

SEE HANSEN, page 7

COURTESY OF JAMES HANSEN

EARTH ADVOCATE | The Earth Institute’s James Hansen warns against
global warming in his new book “Storms of My Grandchildren.”
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menu, should be brought out with
or without head and tail. On the
salty side, the trout is compliment-
ed by a luscious, dark-green dip-
ping sauce, artfully shaped to look
like the handsome spinach leaves
also on the plate. Fingerling potato
cubes and wild mushrooms dress
the sizeable portion of fish.

A dollop of kiwi sorbet comes
out with the dessert menu, an-
other example showing that the
entire meal is full of charming

surprises. Finally, a pineapple-
passion fruit curd with mango,
kiwi, and coconut tapioca allows
diners to leave the restaurant feel-
ing full but not overstufted.
Despite the restaurant’s healthy
focus, the space possesses a trendy
décor to match its clientele. One no-
tices the contemporary architecture
while venturing downstairs to the
co-ed restroom, where even the
attendant raves about the positive
energy of the restaurant. Especially
during Restaurant Week, when such
a retreat only costs $35, a venture

COURTESY OF ROUGE TOMATE

STEALS ON MEALS | Rouge Tomate, a Restaurant Week participator, is offering healthy prix-fixe meals.

Winter Restaurant Week goes Rouge

ROUGE from page 6

across the park to this sustainable,
organic, and biodynamic restaurant
is a great choice for the forward-
thinking Columbia student.

—WHERE IT'S AT

Place: 10 E. 60th Street
between 5th and Madison
avenues

Cost: $24.07 for lunch, $35 for
dinner

Time: Restaurant Week has
been extended through 2/28.

Hansen takes temperature of climate debate

HANSEN from page 6

According to Hansen, the danger is that
these statistics will “fall off the cliff”
Although sceptics consider cli-
mate problems a hoax, as Hansen
said, if action is not taken to phase
out coal and lower carbon emissions,
“Glacier National Park will become
Glacierless National Park”
Referring to the United Nations
Climate Change Conference held in
Copenhagen last December, Hansen
appears to be largely disappointed. He
stated that the conference is “analo-
gous to the indulgences of the Middle
Ages where ... the developed coun-
tries are sinners and the developing

countries are planning to collect the
hundred billion per year.” The lack of
effective climate policies is due to big
business interests and political green-
wash, or the gap between the govern-
ment’s rhetoric and reality.

What Hansen hopes for Columbia
students to grasp is the difference be-
tween the cap-and-trade approach
and the fee-and-dividend-approach,
which he favors. “Maybe there’s a
chance of educating the public,
Hansen said softly. “Young people
have more at stake here”

The cap-and-trade approach, which
places a limit on the level of carbon
emissions, is the route the Obama
administration is currently pursuing.

Hansen recognizes its global infeasi-
bility in the unwillingness of nations
such as China and India to accept caps.
Instead, he supports the fee-and-div-
idend approach as “the only interna-
tionally viable approach” Consistent
with this plan, Hansen advocates a fee
for carbon at the port of entry, cover-
ing oil, gas, and coal. 100 percent of the
dividends should then be given back to
the public.

Somewhere between the environ-
mental reality and the governmental
greenwash, Hansen is optimistic that
the tipping point can be altered if action
is taken immediately. Mother Nature’s
time is running out, and, as Hansen
said, “this is the time to reset it”

Getting schooled by free wine in

the city of lights

WINE from page 6

School-sponsored drinking seems some-
how illicit, because in the United States many
Reid Hall students are not old enough to drink.
In France, however, the de jure drinking age is
18, while the de facto drinking age is “If youre
old enough to really enjoy it in a sophisticated
way, you're old enough to drink it”

Wine or champagne is considered as
critical to a meal as bread, and as critical to
French culture as literature and art. To be
sure, hard alcohol has its own, less highbrow
associations here, and I have felt like kind
of a creep for buying it. (At many grocery
stores, you have to ask an attendant to select

the bottle for you and are forbidden to buy
any after 10:30 p.m.)

But the act of purchasing wine at the gro-
cery store doesn't feel different from buying
juice, and the experience of visiting a wine store
makes me feel like I've become part of some
large but exclusive, cultured, French club.

For a student on a budget, signing up for
all of Reid Hall’s activities is certainly a good
strategy to drink for free. But the fact that
Reid Hall incorporates wine into so many of
its activities is also a testament to the central
role wine plays in French culture at large.

So, really, how could I possibly turn down
that third glass of wine? I'm just trying to
learn about my host culture.

Penn, Cornell fail to capture first conference
win of the season, round out Ivy cellar

AROUND THE LEAGUE from back page

champion Dartmouth (8-11, 3-2 Ivy) and found things
much tougher. Micir was the only player able to get go-
ing in the first half, scoring 12 of Princeton’s 25 points.
However, Dartmouth couldn’t achieve much offensively
either, resulting in a 25-25 halftime score.

In the second half, Micir scored 13 points, and
Princeton finally opened things up en route to 33 sec-
ond-half points. Dartmouth, despite a late-game rally
that saw a climb to within four, was unable to keep up
and eventually fell 58-47. For her efforts, Micir won the
Ivy League Player of the Week award.

Penn (1-18, 0-5 Ivy), which has struggled mightily this
season, served as the other opponent for both Harvard
and Dartmouth last weekend. Nothing changed for Penn
as Dartmouth and Harvard defeated it 51-37 and 66-40.
Penn plays at Cornell and Columbia this weekend.

Cornell (5-14, 0-6 Ivy) has continued to struggle
in Ivy play, losing 74-50 to Yale and 61-54 to Brown.
At Yale (4-2), the Big Red fell behind 40-29 at the half
due to 61 percent shooting by the Bulldogs. Cornell’s
defense stepped up in the second half, but by then the
game was out of hand. Cornell’s Allie Fedorowicz led
all players with 20 points, but Yale’s balanced offense
was the difference in the game.

The next day began with a memorable moment
when Cornell senior guard Lauren Benson broke the
Big Red all-time assists record with her 460th career
assist—a drive-and-dish to Taylor Flynn for a trey. The
game was close throughout, but eventually ended in
another disappointment for Cornell. Fedorowicz again
made 20 points for the Big Red, but was outperformed

by the Bears’ superb sixth woman Hannah Passafuime,
who scored a game-high 22 points.

Columbia (13-7, 4-2 Ivy) split its doubleheader, los-
ing a close game to Brown before falling short on a
comeback bid versus Yale the next day.

Against Brown, Columbia struggled early on, fall-
ing by nine points early in the first half. In particular,
Bears freshman Lindsay Nickel started strong, scor-
ing 10 points in the opening half. However, Columbia
eventually got its offense going and ended the half
ahead by one.

Coming out of intermission, Nickel hit another three to
give Brown a two-point lead but Columbia answered right
back with a 7-0 run to take a five-point lead. The Lions
never landed the knockout punch, and this came back to
haunt them when the Bears went on an 11-0 run to take
a 58-57 lead with two minutes remaining. After Brown’s
Passafuime missed two critical free throws late in the game,
Columbia eventually escaped a loss, 65-60. The Lions got
the win, but it came at a very heavy price, as key player
Kathleen Barry injured her knee in the second half.

Without Barry, Columbia was unable to fend off a
surging Yale squad. Columbia fell by 18 points in the
second half, but was able to rally and close the gap. With
two minutes remaining, Sara Yee hit a 3-pointer to trim
Yale’s lead to one. Unfortunately, the Lions’ run ended
there, and the Bulldogs came out on top 81-74.

With the win against Brown, Columbia already has
the same number of wins it achieved during the whole
of last season. However, with its loss the next day to
Yale, Columbia is now tied with Yale for second place.
Columbia faces a critical home game this Friday against
Princeton and will need a win if it hopes to keep up
with Princeton for the Ivy league title.
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Athletes make
difficult return
to sports

LEWIS from back page

CU full-court

pressure falls
short

IN FOCUS from back page

maturity and focus to the team that the
younger athletes didn’t have.

“I don’t know how freshmen look
at me, but my friends who weren't
Mormon felt like Dustin was the ‘dad’
of the team,” Lester said. “He was on a
whole different maturity level.”

Tillman’s leadership wasn't tempo-
rary—even today, he is still actively
involved with the program, helping
student-athletes find jobs and intern-
ships. Lester, too, has been a mentor-like
figure towards other athletes, including
another Mormon athlete who needed
guidance on how to talk to a coach
about the decision to go on a mission.

Thanks to Tillman, Kevin had an-
other precedent set for him. It was pos-
sible to come back from a mission and
succeed athletically, but it was going to
be hard. Really hard.

“I came back in August, and those
first couple months were terrible. [I
felt like] I almost died ... All along,
from the time I left, I knew that those
three months were going to come,
and those were going to be three
months that I was going to hate. I
worried, Am I really cut out for this
anymore?”

Like Dustin before him, Kevin has
worked relentlessly to get back in shape
for his team. As the starting heavy-
weight, there’s a lot of pressure on him
to perform at the same level he did in
2008. “In his first tournament this sea-
son he wrestled well, the second one not
so well,” Buckley said. “He’s got to get
used to it”

At some point, after everyone else
has communicated to you their expecta-
tions of your life, you have to choose
who you want to be. Lester’s story shows
that it’s not easy, but dedication and
putting in the hours are what enable
anybody to be, as Spike Lee might say,
“doin’ work”

Lisa Lewis is a Barnard College senior
majoring in economics.
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com

Danielle Browne made critical shots in the
final two minutes to lead the Lions to the
65-60 victory.

The full-court pressure that Columbia
often relies on to fluster opponents was
mostly ineffective against Brown. According
to Columbia head coach Paul Nixon, the
Bears were more confident and aggressive
than they have been in recent seasons, re-
fusing to be intimidated by the Lions.

“I thought Brown did an excellent job of han-
dling our pressure in the full court;” he said. “They
did a good job of attacking it, and they were able
to get the ball down the floor, [and they] got some
fairly easy scores early. ... They very much stepped
onto the court with confidence, ready to play”

The next night, Yale used a strong first-half per-
formance to overpower Columbia. The Bulldogs
opened the game with a 6-0 run and held a 10-4
lead after three minutes of action. Yale shot 69
percent from the field in the first 20 minutes, con-
verting 20 of 29 field goal attempts. By halftime,
the Bulldogs had built a 47-37 advantage.

“We weren't able to rotate quick enough to their
shooters,” Nixon said. “They hit alot of their open
shots, so in the second half we had to adjust and
do a better job of contesting them”

While Yale hit only 31.3 percent of its field
goals after the intermission, it scored the first
eight points of the second half. Still, Columbia
did not fold. The Lions used an 8-0 run to cut their
deficit to 10 points with 14:42 left in the game.
Sophomore guard Melissa Shafer later sank a
3-pointer to put Columbia within four points of
Yale, and a trey by Yee with 1:24 remaining cut
Yale’s lead to one point. But the Bulldogs made
seven of eight free throws in the final 37 seconds
en route to an 81-74 win.

“Seventy-four points should have been enough
to win that game;” Nixon said. “And, frankly, 74
points should be enough to win any game we play,
because we should do a good enough job defen-
sively to hold our opponent”

Four players scored in double-figures for Yale.
Junior guard Yoyo Greenfield led the Bulldogs
with 20 points, while freshman guard Megan
Vasquez added 19. The duo combined for seven
three-pointers.

Columbia seeks to improve its Ivy re-
cord when it hosts Princeton on Feb. 12
and Penn on Feb. 13.



For more on men’s basketball,
check tomorrow’s paper to find
out how star Noruwa Agho
can’t go it alone if Columbia
hopes to turn things around.

TOMORROW

Lions grapple
with religion,
sports

s sons,
daugh-
ters, and

students, we con-
stantly feel like
we're being pulled
in one hundred
different direc-

Lisa tions. Everyone
LEwis wants us to be

That’s What  something, and
She Said more often than

wed like, those

visions of our fu-
ture tend to conflict. Sometimes we try
so hard to reconcile those conflicting
images of who we are expected to be,
with who we want to be.

For religious athletes, this conflict
happens in Division I proportions.

In the Mormon faith, there’s a social
norm that young men will go on a mis-
sion for the church during college. It’s
a two-year commitment to missionary
work, service, and very little physi-

cal activity. These athletes suddenly
become a recruiting liability, and un-
derstandably so—coaches have limited
resources and time to spend on their
athletes, and their jobs depend on get-
ting athletes that they can count on to
perform and win.

“It’s definitely something we need
to think deeply about—as a coach,
nobody wants anyone to take a two-
year break—so a lot of it depends on
what our needs are,” said Columbia
wrestling head coach Brendan Buckley.
“Sometimes it can influence how much
we recruit that person, because we may
need that weight class really bad and
may not have people in that weight
class waiting in the wings to step up.”

For Kevin Lester, a sophomore
wrestler at Columbia and a Mormon,
there was another layer of conflicting
interests—he was a multi-sport athlete
in high school, and was even recruited
to Boise State to play football, but
his dad was his high school wrestling
coach.

“I started [wrestling] when I was
eight, with summer leagues, and as I
got into high school it got more serious
and more competitive. With my dad
there, I knew it was going to be some-
thing big in my life”

Kevin was very lucky that through
his athletic career there was often
someone else to fight the first battle
for him, to set a precedent so that he
could make his own decisions and feel
the freedom to follow his own path.

In high school, that battle was fought
by his brother. As a multi-sport ath-
lete himself, he and their father had a
conflictual relationship because their
dad had expected that the older Lester
would go into wrestling in college. He
instead chose football. He played, and
left midway through his college career
to do his mission. “When my brother
left and came back,” Kevin said, “he
didn’t have the desire to come back and
play” Add another layer of complex-
ity to the situation: what if Kevin came
back from his mission and decided
that wrestling didn’t have a place in his
life anymore?

“I have other friends who wrestle at
other schools, and their coaches said
that if they leave, not to expect to come
back,” he said. “I owed that loyalty to
the coaches here”

Fortunately, the coaching staff at
Columbia is not inexperienced with
Mormon wrestlers. Alum Dustin
Tillman paved the way years earlier.
Tillman went on his mission after his
sophomore year at Columbia and came
back after two years to face an ugly
reality—he had lost a huge portion of
the physical abilities that he'd worked
so hard to gain during high school and
college. Buckley talked about the reali-
ties of the transition from athlete to
missionary to athlete: “It’s hard work
on a mission. It’s not like they have
a lot of free time. The hardest part
[upon returning] is getting your tim-
ing down—not even the cardiovascular
shape, but getting back into sync.”

Despite the drawbacks for the
team chemistry and makeup of los-
ing an athlete for two seasons, there
was an upside: when both Tillman
and Lester came back, they brought a

SEE LEWIS, page 7
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Sophomore Noruwa Agho has
been a force to reckon with
this year for the Lions. See

tomorrow’s paper for more on
Columbia’s leading scorer.

TOMORROW
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SOLVED | Both Yale and Brown found the answer for Columbia’s trademark full-court pressure over the weekend.

Light Blue
defense
falters

Strong offensive
performances
overshadowed

BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In its two games this past weekend,
the Columbia women’s basketball team
displayed a powerful and balanced of-
fense. The Lions (13- p==
7, 4-2 Ivy) scored 65
points against Brown
and 74 points against
Yale. Three Columbia
players scored in dou-
ble-figures against the Bears, while four
hit double digits against the Bulldogs.

But the Lions still struggled, in large
part due to ineffective defenses. While
Columbia finished the road trip with a
win over Brown and a loss to Yale, the
Lions came close to suffering two defeats
over the weekend.

Against Brown, Columbia trailed by
nine points in the first half. A 3-pointer
by senior guard Sara Yee with 32 seconds
left in the period gave the Lions a 34-
33 lead at the intermission, but Brown
freshman guard Lindsay Nickel put the
Bears back on top early in the second
half with a trey of her own.

Columbia took a 41-36 lead with
15:13 remaining, but Brown tied the
game at 45-45 with 10:28 to play. While
the Lions led 57-49 after Yee made a trey
with just 4:47 left, Columbia had to fight
to the finish. Brown used a 9-0 run to
take a one-point lead, keeping the game
competitive down the stretch. But junior
forward Judie Lomax and senior guard

SEE IN FOCUS, page 7

Princeton still perfect in Ivy League play
as showdown with Columbia looms

BY MIKEY ZHONG
Spectator Staff Writer

The landscape for women’s basketball around
the league changed considerably last week.
Princeton (17-2, 5-0 Ivy) swept its weekend
matches against Harvard and
Dartmouth to extend its impres-
sive winning streak to 12 games.
The Tigers (11-7, 3-2 Ivy) flat-
tened the Crimson by a score of
73-54 and snapped a six-game
losing streak to the Crimson in the process.

Harvard had no answer for Princeton freshman
forward Niveen Rasheed, who scored 15 points,

-

grabbed 15 rebounds, and even had five assists in an
effort which could have cemented her position as the
frontrunner for the Ivy League Rookie of the Year.
Shooter Addie Micir also made solid contributions,
scoring 16 points and scoring six rebounds.
Perhaps even more impressively, the Princeton
defense held the second-place Crimson offense to 29
percent shooting in the first half, which helped give
Princeton a 34-23 halftime lead. Princeton did not
relinquish this advantage and ended up knotting a
huge win against one of the main contenders for the
Ancient Eight title.

The next day, Princeton played against the reigning
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ON DECK| With Princeton perfect in the Ivies, the stakes will be high when the Tigers visit the Light Blue.
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Last

Ivy Power Rankings Week

PRINCETON (17-2 5-0 IVY)
.\\ﬁ
W

COLUMBIA (13-7,4-21VY)

After losing a tough
game to Yale, Columbia
shares the second place

spot with a big game
against Princeton com-
ing up on Friday.

YALE (9-11, 4-2 IVY)
The Bulldogs moved
up the rankings this
weekend with big road
victories over Cornell
and Columbia.

The Tigers remained
undefeated this
weekend after beat-
ing Harvard and
Dartmouth on the
road.

HARVARD (12-7,3-2 1VY)

w Harvard split a pair of

games this weekend,
but will ook to move
up the rankings after
next weekend's two
home contests.

DARTMOUTH (8-11, 3-2 IVY)
Like the Crimson, the
Big Green split a pair
of games, keeping
them stuck in the
middle of the pack.

BROWN (6-14, 3-3 IVY)
Brown was unable to
get about .500 this
past weekend, split-
ting games against
Columbia and Cornell.

PENN (1-18, 0-5 IVY)

P Two more losses this

weekend means Penn
CORNELL (5-16, 0-6 IVY)

is still searching for
its second win of the
season and its first in

Ivy play.

Cornell maintains its
spot in the vy cellar
after losing both of its
home games to Yale
and Brown.

What to

Watch

The editors’ picks for the

week ahead

COLUMBIA:

Columbia vs. Princeton, Friday, Feb. 12,
7 p.m., New York, NY

The women's basketball team hosts Ivy rival
Princeton this weekend. Princeton, unde-
feated in league play, is coming off of two big
wins over Harvard and Dartmouth.

NEW YORK:

Kings vs. Knicks, Tuesday, Feb. 9,
7:30 p.m., New York, NY

Tyreke Evans and the Sacramento Kings
will face the New York Knicks tomorrow at
Madison Square Garden in a matchup of
young and talented squads.

NATIONAL:

Olympics, Friday, Feb. 13, 12:45 p.m.,
Vancouver, Canada

The 2010 Winter Olympics begin this weekend
and last until Feb. 28. Ski jumping, alpine ski-
ing, and ice hockey are the first three events
scheduled on Saturday.
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