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By emily kwong
Spectator Staff Writer

Five days a week, Jamie 
Rubenstein, BC ’10, wakes 
up before dawn to teach 
Shakespeare to a group of high 
school seniors at The Marble 
Hill School for International 
Studies in the Bronx. As a mem-
ber of the Barnard Education 
Program, Rubenstein is one of 
eight seniors student teaching 
this semester as the final step 
toward earning her teaching 
certification in the spring.

On the path to teaching, 
Rubenstein is taking the road 
increasingly less traveled. 
While Rubenstein will soon 
earn her teaching certification, 
grassroots programs like the 
non-profit Teach for America 
have attracted a particularly 
strong showing from Columbia 
students. 

According to an e‑mail 
from regional communications 
director Kaitlin Gastrock, 11.2 
percent of the Columbia class 
and 13.5 percent of the Barnard 
class of 2009 applied for the 
corps that year. There are 102 
Columbia and Barnard alum 
current corp members and 
another 208 have completed 
their two‑year teaching com-
mitment. Meanwhile, in 2009, 
thirty students graduated 
with certification through the 
Barnard Education program, 
and an estimated twenty‑five 

are expected this spring.
Founded in 1990, the 

non‑profit Teach For America 
recruits college graduates from 
all academic backgrounds to 
two‑year teaching posts in 
low‑income communities. 

In a speech at Teacher’s 
College in October, Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan ap-
plauded nontraditional pro-
grams, such as TFA, which 
helped contribute to one third 
of New York City’s teaching 
hires in 2008.  Yet with train-
ing taking place largely after 
graduation and regardless of 
prior teaching experience, 
some debate whether TFA corp 
members are fully prepared to 
take on the classroom. 

Learning how to teach

“For people going into 
Teach for America without 
any education background, I’m 
not sure they’re getting enough 
support,” said Lee Anne Bell, 
Director of the Barnard 
Education Program.

The Barnard Education 
Program is one of numerous 
university‑based programs 
that prepare undergraduate 
students for higher degrees and 
careers in education. The pro-
gram is open to all undergradu-
ates and consists of 23-26 cred-
its, 100 hours of pre‑student 

Grammar, 
neighbors 

compromise
By sarah darville

Spectator Staff Writer 

After months of negotia-
tions, Columbia Grammar 
and Preparatory School seems 
to have reached a compromise 
with its neighbors over its ren-
ovation plans.  

The school, which houses its 
lower grades in a set of brown-
stones on 93rd and 94th Streets, 
announced plans last fall to 
build an enclosed glass structure 
along the back of their buildings 
in the “donut” backyard space. 
Residents of 333 and 336 Central 
Park West, apartment buildings 
that also face the donut space, 
cried foul over the expansion’s 
size, modern design, and alleged 
energy inefficiency. 

Columbia Grammar eventu-
ally seemed to agree with the 
neighbors, many of whom had 
organized into a group called 
the 93rd/94th St. Preservation 
Alliance. The school sat down 
with the organization in mid-
December and by early January 
had agreed to drastically alter 
the plans.

Ellen Leventhal, co-chair of 
the Preservation Alliance, said 
that residents who look out 
onto the space were concerned 
by the original plans. 

“One of the problems was 
that it was inappropriate to 
the neighborhood. These are 
historic brownstones that were 
suddenly going to have this 
large, looming glass structure 

Nonprofits eclipse undergrad 
education programs at Columbia

Paths diverge for 
student teachers

SEE Teach, page 2

Politics of the Closet

Columbia Queer Association dis-
cusses the proverbial “closet.”

Furnald Basement, 8:30 p.m.

Today’s Events

Lessons from the Campaign

Barnard grads share their tales 
from the trail. 

Sulzberger Parlor, 6:30 p.m.

Columbia came back from an 
eight-point halftime deficit to de-
feat Brown 65-54. The next day, 
despite a career-high 30 points 
from Lions star Noruwa Agho, 
Columbia fell to Yale 64-79. The 
Light Blue now stands 2-4.

Men’s basketball defeats 
Brown, falls to Yale

Sports, back page

On Friday, Lou Reed brought 
an orchestral arrangement from 
his experimental album “Metal 
Machine Music” to Miller The-
atre, which included high-decibel 
volumes usually reserved only for 
rock concerts.

Lou Reed gets loud and 
proud at Miller Theatre

A&E, page 3

Kate Redburn and Sarah Leonard 
examine how the administration 
may be trying to bury Postcrypt.

Keep the ’crypt alive

Opinion, page 4
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TomorrowVictoria Fox explores the benefits 
of arts education initiatives for 
both students and volunteers.

The art of reaching out

Man dies in 
CU-owned 

building

By steven strauss
Spectator Staff Writer

Gregory Mosher lives a double 
life.

As the director of Columbia’s 
Arts Initiative and of the cur-
rent Broadway revival of Arthur 
Miller’s “A View From the 
Bridge”—which opened on Jan. 
24, starring Liev Schreiber and 
Scarlett Johansson—Mosher is 

juggling both jobs, letting one 
inform the other. 

“I used to work on the art,” 
Mosher said. “Now I am focused 
on finding the next generation of 
audiences.” 

Summoning audience mem-
bers with a variety of interests 
to the theater has been Mosher’s 
main concern during the Arts 
Initiative’s first five years, in which 
time the institution consolidated 

ticket-buying for campus group 
productions at one box office 
and paved the way for Columbia 
students to experience New York 
theater culture by offering heavy 
ticket discounts.

“No university has ever had 
anything like this before,” Mosher 
said, referring to CUArts. As 
unique as the program is, the fu-
ture plans of the organization—
which is nearing its 200,000th 

ticket sold—are in question in 
light of last week’s announce-
ment that CUArts is facing a 30 
percent budget cut next year on 
top of the 10 percent cut imple-
mented this year.

“We are still working on how 
we are going to do that and keep 
the Arts Initiative alive,” he said.

But Mosher, a man who values 
the ideas of others over his own, 
is quick to ask for assistance, 

especially from the Columbia 
student body.

“Everybody in this office has 
ideas, but we’re just 10 or 12 peo-
ple,” he said. “There are 25,000 
students here, and among you, 
you will have better ideas and 
more useful ideas and more pro-
ductive ideas than the ideas the 
10 or 12 of us can generate.”

throw it down

michael discenza for spectator
SOLID PERFORMANCE  |  Junior forward Asenso Ampim fired up the stat sheet against Brown, 
recording 17 points, six rebounds, and three steals in 29 minutes of play.

A man fell from scaffold-
ing on a Columbia building 
and died Friday, Feb. 5, a 
Police Department spokes-
person confirmed Sunday.

Jozef Wilk, 51, was on 
exterior scaffolding on the 
building’s third floor when 
he fell into an interior el-
evator shaft.

The spokesperson, from 
the Police Department’s 
Office of Deputy 
Commissioner, Public 
Information said that the 
fall occurred at 2:06 p.m., 
and that Wilk was treated 
for cardiac arrest on the 
scene by members of the 
Police Department and Fire 
Department EMS.

He was transported to 
St. Luke’s Hospital, where 
he was declared dead on 
arrival at 2:33 p.m, accord-
ing to DCPI.

Wilk lived in Jackson 
Heights, Queens.

The building, 603 
W.129th St., is located just 
west of Broadway, where 
125th and 129th streets 
meet in Manhattanville. 
University spokesper-
son Victoria Benitez con-
firmed Saturday that it is a 
Columbia building.

Columbia spokesper-
son Robert Hornsby said 
Sunday that the University 
had no further informa-
tion or comment on the 
incident.

—Sarah Darville

Attorney General, longtime Law prof honored for excellence
By joy resmovits

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The mood at Columbia Law 
School’s Medal for Excellence lun-
cheon at the Waldorf Astoria on 
Friday ranged from weary to opti-
mistic. All the while, servers kept 
wine glasses more than half full. 

“There’s a lot of good news 
[about the Law School] that I 
can report, but I don’t need to 
say that not all the news is good,” 
Dean David Schizer said.

The crowd gathered to honor 
Harlan Fiske Stone Professor of 
Constitutional Law Henry Paul 
Monaghan and U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder, CC ’73, 
Law ’76.  

Holder was a last minute 
no-show after a blizzard hit 
D.C. Friday. 

In his introductory remarks, 
Schizer painted the school as 
one still recovering from the 
economic crisis, but faring well 
relative to its peers. The job mar-
ket for lawyers has reached a low, 
but 90 percent of the Law class of 
2010 is lined up with jobs. 

In response to the tough 
market, the school bolstered 
career programming. “Our ef-
forts are paying off,” Schizer said, 

referring to students’ success in 
the job market and a 28-percent 
increase in Columbians receiv-
ing clerkships. Schizer added 
that based on what he knows, 
the job placement of students 
from peer schools ranges from 
55 to 85 percent. 

But the school has had to 
tighten its budget. Its endow-
ment has declined by 20 percent, 
which represents a loss of $6 
million in annual revenue each 
year—approximately six percent 
of the operating budget. 

Still, Schizer finished on a 
high note, informing the audi-
ence that Columbia received a 
record of 8,505 applicants last 
year. The application process 
led to an incoming class made 
up of 52 percent women. The 
law school also added 27 faculty 
members over the last six years, 
a record high.  

University President Lee 
Bollinger, Law ’71, presented 
Holder’s medal in absentia.

Holder enrolled in Columbia 
Law School, embarking on a le-
gal career that landed him as an 
adviser for then-Senator Barack 
Obama, CC’ 83, and, eventually 

CUArts’s Mosher bridges Columbia and Broadway theater
SEE Grammar school, page 6

SEE Awards, page 6

SEE mosher, page 3

joy resmovits / staff photographer
Award  |  Law professor Henry Monaghan received the Medal for Excellence Friday. “Columbia Law 
School is a vigorous and happy place,” he said. Fellow recipient Eric Holder was caught in a D.C. blizzard.
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teaching through a junior‑year 
practicum and independent 
work, and 200 hours of student 
teaching senior‑year. Students 
prepare for initial certifica-
tion from the New York State 
Education Department in ei-
ther Childhood Education 
(grades 1-6) or Adolescence 
Education (7-12). 

Sruthi Swami, BC ’12 and 
potential applicant to the 
Barnard Education Program, 
points to this aggregate of 
teaching experience as her 
main point of contention with 
Teach for America. “They’re 
training for 5‑6 weeks whereas 
Barnard Education Program is 
over two years. I’m not saying 
that it’s [Teach for America] a 
bad program, not at all. I’m just 
not sure if what we learn is in-
stilled in Teach for America.”

After going through so 
many years of teaching train-
ing, it can be discouraging for 
students in the program to 
watch a rookie with less train-
ing also be lauded as a teacher, 
Bell said. 

With the application dead-
line set for February 19th, 
Teach for America corps mem-
bers will begin training during 
their final semester and con-
tinue throughout the summer. 
This includes 30 hours of inde-
pendent work and observation, 
a five‑week summer training 
institute, a regional orientation 
in the schools where they will 
be teaching, and assignment 
to a full‑time program direc-
tor who mentors corp mem-
bers throughout their two‑year 
service. Corp members receive 
health benefits and a full salary 
during their two‑year service.

“I think they do the best they 
can in five weeks. I don’t think 
they can fully prepare anyone 
to be in a classroom in five 
weeks,” said Kathryn Struthers, 
CC ’05 and a TFA corp mem-
ber in 2005. “But I know many 
people who went through tra-
ditional training programs 
who were still overwhelmed.”

Struthers, who has remained 
in touch with TFA, said that the 
program has shown marked 
improvement since her service 
five years ago. “I would imag-
ine the students graduating the 
program now 
are even better 
prepared,” she 
said. 

According 
t o  E l l i o t 
Epstein, a 2007 
New York City 
corp member 
and recruit-
ment director 
for Teach for 
America at 
Barnard and Columbia, TFA 
training changes and prepares 
corp members significantly, 
regardless of the comparatively 
shorter training sessions. 

“When you compare the 
corp member in February to 
the one in September, there is 
a dramatic difference,” Epstein 
said. He also said that organi-
zation is constantly being re-
evaluated, citing the work of a 
perennial institute team that 
revises and makes improve-
ments to training every year.

Still, Rubenstein wondered 
whether the training is com-
prehensive enough to teach 
full‑time.

“I’m not an expert on educa-
tion,” she said. “But I feel like 
I’ve learned so much in the 
education program and I’ve 
learned so much in student 
teaching that I can’t imagine 
walking into a classroom having 
not had these experiences.”

Planning for the future

For Struthers, the timing 
of TFA allowed her to explore 
more options in college. As a 
psychology major, Struthers 
said, “I didn’t know I wanted 
to be [a] teacher right away. 
I thought I might like to be a 
guidance counselor for a while. 
By the time I knew for sure I 
wanted to go into education, it 
was too late to do the Barnard 
Education Program.”

Looking back, Struthers 
said she would have done the 
Barnard Education Program if 
she had considered it in time. 
“I would have loved to get that 
extra experience of student 
teaching.”

Rubenstein suggested that 
timing might inform a stu-
dent’s decision to partake in 
the program. “I would take a 
guess that some people just 
don’t figure it out until late. 
You have to be pretty on top 
of your stuff and realize some-
where early in your college ca-
reer you want to do this.”

To Bermudez, the assurance 
of a job after college is one fac-
tor that may attract students to 
TFA—for better or for worse. 

“You can be a very smart 
student, but that doesn’t mean 
you’re going to be a good teach-
er in the classroom. It seems 
that Teach for America hires a 
lot of really intelligent students, 
but some might not necessarily 
have a passion for teaching and 
just want to get a job.”

But Epstein said that the ex-
perience at TFA can be transfor-
mative for some participants.

 “There are a lot people 
who go into Teach for America 
without plans to make educa-
tion their life‑long careers, but 
that doesn’t mean their inter-
ests don’t go towards education 
in the future.”

While reportedly only one in 
10 corp members say they are 
interested in the teaching pro-
fession before joining Teach for 
America, nearly 2/3 of alums 
remain in the field of education 
(63%) and almost half of them 
serve as classroom teachers, 

according to Gastrock. 
For Jonathan Piliser, CC ’10 

and member of the Barnard 
Education Program, the path-
way toward teaching is a moot 
point. “I haven’t seen much of 
the stereotype where people 
just apply to Teach for America 
to put it on their resume. 
Everyone I know who’s a part 
of the program really wants 
to teach. They’re just two dif-
ferent paths to the same end,” 
Piliser said.

Teachers teaching teachers

The chance to connect with 
fellow teachers, both veteran 
and novice, is an important as-
pect of both programs. Epstein 
described his first year of 
teaching as challenging, and 
said TFA provided support 
and advice. 

“I had alumni standing be-
hind me, a program director 
standing behind me who was 
like a full time teacher coach 
… I felt very supported know-
ing so many people were sup-
porting me and believed I 
could succeed.”

In the Barnard Education 
Program, collaboration is a 

key compo-
nent as well. 
Student teach-
ers meet with 
their supervi-
sor on a week-
ly basis and re-
ceive constant 
observation 
and feedback 
by sharing a 
classroom with 
a full‑time “co-

operative” teacher.
 “Teaching is one of those 

things you get better at with 
age,” Rubenstein said. “Being 
a young teacher is excit-
ing but you get a confidence 
when you’re older. My coop-
erating teacher can look at a 
lesson plan and can tell you 
exactly how long it’s going 
to take. That’s the value of 
experience.”

And while Rubenstein ad-
mits to debating the differ-
ences between TFA and tra-
ditional education programs 
with friends, she contends that 
ultimately, the purpose of edu-
cation is one that all educators 
share. “We all have the same 
goals here. Everybody wants 
to help. I don’t want infighting 
from people who want to make 
a difference.”

 emily.kwong
@columbiaspectator.com

Students debate paths to teaching
teach  from front page

“For people going into Teach for 
America without any education 

background, I’m not sure they’re 
getting enough support.”

—Barnard Education Program Director Lee Anne Bell
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Miller Theatre listens to Lou Reed’s experimental soundtrack
By devin briski

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Ever since Lou Reed 
released his four-part ex-
perimental guitar feedback 
noise music album “Metal 
Machine Music” in 1975, 

the typical reaction has been one of 
confusion and revulsion. 

However, musician and composer 
Ulrich Krieger had an atypical reac-
tion. “When I heard the piece for the 
first time, I thought it sounded incred-
ibly orchestral,” he said. And so he em-
barked on a mission thought by many 
to be nearly impossible: transcribing 
Reed’s piece for performance by a clas-
sical music ensemble.

Krieger’s transcription was per-
formed by the Fireworks Ensemble at 
Miller Theatre on Friday, Feb. 5 to an au-
dience that included both Reed himself 
and Viggo Mortensen. A sign outside the 
door warned audiences of the 120-plus 
decibel performance, a volume typically 
unheard of at Miller Theatre.

“It’s fantastic,” Reed said of the tran-
scription. “The thing is, you need a really 
good sound system.”  

And indeed, the piece did not disap-
point. True to the warning at the door, 
the Fireworks Ensemble hit the audi-
ence with an unfaltering wall of jarring 
sound except for four abrupt and per-
fectly timed stops marking the differ-
ent sections. The sheer volume forced 
listeners to focus on the subtle texture 
beneath the piece: a bass line so deep it 
literally moved the audience, a briefly 
repeated ascending riff, and a targeted 
unhinging of the rhythm propelling 
the sound machine toward the end of 
the third section. 

From the transcription emerged 
richness and humanness that were pre-
viously unheard of in “Metal Machine 
Music.” The pitch and the timing re-
mained the same, but the orchestral 
version brought a certain amount of 
contour to each musical movement 
that the original experimental record-
ing was unable to capture. 

The audience sat captivated as it 
was barraged by the sound until the 
end when Krieger enthusiastically, and 
Reed reluctantly, came on stage and ac-
cepted applause. The transition from 
Reed’s industrial precursor to wind 
and string instruments was certainly 
powerful if not graceful.

The piece surely commanded the au-
dience’s attention. However, some hard-
core Reed fans doubted the approach. “I 
kind of wish they did a few things dif-
ferently, paid more attention to the pitch 
content,” music major Daniel Malinsky, 
CC ’11, said after the performance.

Though Krieger originally conceived 
of transcribing the piece for a classical 
ensemble in the late ’70s, it remained a 
floating idea until he met zeitkratzer—a 
10-person chamber group open to play-
ing everything from contemporary clas-
sical music to rock—in the early ’90s. 
“After that I thought, wow, this group 
could actually play ‘Metal Machine 
Music,’” Krieger said. He began work-
ing on a script, using a modernist 

composition system called space-time 
notation rather than a traditional score. 
“I tried to be as precise as possible ... the 
original is incredibly dense that of course 
you never can be exact,” he said.

Krieger’s transcription may give Reed’s 
classic a second life. Long thought of as 
either a parody or Reed’s “fuck you” to 
RCA Records’s binding contract due to its 
radical departure from his previous work, 
“Metal Machine Music” has made an ap-
pearance on Q Magazine’s “Ten Terrible 
Records by Great Artists” and was ranked 
number two in “The Worst Rock ’n’ Roll 
Records of All Time” by Jimmy Guterman 
and Owen O’Donnell.

Krieger suggested that the piece may 
be misunderstood. “For him [Lou Reed], 

I think it was combining the freedom 
and density with a rock aesthetic. The 
way he talks about the piece and the way 
he knows the piece, he was really disap-
pointed by the poor reaction of the audi-
ence. If you look at his work, it took him 
decades until he recorded something like 
this again,” he said.

“Who knows? Everything, synergy,” 
Reed said of the inspiration behind 
“Metal Machine Music.”

Krieger’s interpretation of the album 
has been performed five times, includ-
ing Friday night at Miller Theatre, with 
mixed reviews. “The more traditional 
contemporary classical press didn’t like 
it, or outright hated it. I think because 
it’s too loud and too noisy,” Krieger said. 

“[In a typical classical piece,] every little 
note the composer can tell you philo-
sophically why he used it. This piece is 
not like that—it doesn’t have an archi-
tecture where everything relates to ev-
erything else.”

Krieger has found a few fans, though. 
“Young audiences reacted very well to 
it,” he said.

Despite bad critical reception, the 
synergy that inspired Reed’s original 
album may also contribute to its last-
ing power. For Krieger, the piece rep-
resents a bridge between classical and 
rock worlds. “It has the density and the 
sonic refinement of classical works and 
the sound and the approach of rock 
music,” he said.

andra mihali / senior staff photographer

noise machine  |  Lou Reed and musicians take the stage in Miller Theatre on Friday for an orchestral rendition of Reed’s guitar feedback album “Metal Machine Music.”

music

Online travel journal NOW!HERE takes off, plans to show students the world 
By Kate welsh

Columbia Daily Spectator

NOW!HERE is going 
places.

Juliana DeVries, CC 
’11, started the online 
travel journal last year as 

a reference spot and creative outlet 
for other Columbia students strick-
en by wanderlust. The Columbia 
International Relations Council and 
Association oversees its production.

The journal’s name, NOW!HERE
—pronounced “now here”—came 
from something DeVries’s friend 
said while canoeing down the Bonnet 
Plume River in the Yukon: “We’re not 
in the middle of nowhere, we’re now 
here!” DeVries added that she is from 
New Hampshire, “which people of-
ten also call ‘the middle of nowhere,’ 
but which locals sometimes call ‘Now 
Hampshire’ as a counter to this.”

This semester, DeVries is studying 
abroad in Istanbul, Turkey, entrusting 
the title of editor in chief to Lauren 
Argenti, CC ’12. Argenti was the Travel 
for Leisure editor, and she took last 
year off to travel in East Africa and 
South America. Argenti thinks that the 
journal’s title “goes along with what we 
want—people living in the present and 
seeing what they can do.”

One of the reasons NOW!HERE 

began was the slight frustration 
DeVries felt in deciding where to study 
abroad. “I used to study Japanese, but 
I knew I didn’t want to study in Japan 
... It took me a long time to explore my 
other options and decide, and I didn’t 
always know where to look for infor-
mation,” she said.

Argenti added that another underly-
ing cause was the feeling that “Columbia 
kids don’t get out of the bubble enough. 
... People don’t remember that there are 
fifty states and the rest of the world.”

The relatively small staff works hard 
to accept and put together articles, art, 
and creative writing that is both infor-
mative and inspiring. Argenti notes that 
involvement with the journal is “a huge 
time commitment.” Indeed, weekly staff 
meetings are necessary for brainstorm-
ing, pitching, and editing.

DeVries noted that she “was espe-
cially surprised by the above-and-be-
yond dedication of my editing board. 
I was incredibly lucky to find a group 
of people last semester who really took 

this project on as their own and ran 
with it.”

NOW!HERE’s status as a new on-
line publication seems to work in the 
group’s favor. “Getting to work on 
something new is exciting … because 
it seems almost like anything is pos-
sible. If someone on the board has a 
new idea, they put it out to the group. 
If something’s not working, we change 
it,” DeVries said. 

Argenti added, “The first issue was 
really awesome—so much better than 

expected. The result that we got was so 
positive that it really propelled us. … 
Everyone was so psyched last semester. 
We’re trying to keep that going.”

The journal is broken up into four 
parts: Travel for Leisure, Features, Study 
Abroad, and Creative Writing and Art. 
The first section deals primarily with 
students’ adventures outside of an aca-
demic realm. Articles from the last is-
sue ranged from a story “myth bust-
ing” a Cancún spring break to a piece 
praising Austin, Texas. Argenti said 
that NOW!HERE was very conscious 
of its collegiate audience and wanted to 
focus on affordable options for travel, 
which can be seen in the piece entitled 
“Less than a Benjamin” in the Travel for 
Leisure section.

A Features piece spoke of “Jack 
Kerouac as a Travel Writer” while 
the Study Abroad section contained 
thoughts on Columbia’s Reid Hall pro-
gram in Paris as well as the availability 
of study abroad options in Africa. The 
last section is a writing portfolio and 
photo gallery.

While the staff ’s goal so far is simply 
to stay the course, Argenti does want 
to emphasize that “one of the founding 
principles of the magazine is that it’s 
about traveling and going and seeing 
cool things, but it’s also about giving 
back. ... [It is] not only about telling 
people things, but helping people.”

books

CUArts’s Mosher builds ‘Bridge’ between Columbians and Broadway theater

Even with the fate of CUArts un-
known, Mosher remains optimistic. He 
approaches directing the organization 
with as much energy and enthusiasm 
as he does the plays he directs. Over 
the course of his career, Mosher’s pas-
sion for all things theater helped pio-
neer the Chicago theater movement 
of the 1970s and rejuvenated a floun-
dering Lincoln Center Theater in the 
1980s, during which time he produced 
37 plays, three of which garnered him 
Tony Award nominations.

Mosher’s directing style is notorious-
ly unobtrusive, allowing actors to make 
natural discoveries and letting the text 
speak for itself. “I’ve always been writ-
er-centric,” he said. “I’ve never thought 
that plays were an excuse to do some-
thing interesting. I always thought your 
[the director’s] job was to do the play as 
well as you could do it.” 

This notion is especially true when 
the playwright is of the caliber of 

Arthur Miller, whom Mosher knew 
personally. He cites his respect for 
Miller as one of the reasons he chose “A 
View From the Bridge” as the vehicle 
with which he would make his return 
to Broadway after a 17-year absence. 
“I think I always knew I would direct 
it someday—somewhere deep in the 
subconscious,” Mosher said.

When trying to choose the show, 
he said, “I narrowed a list of a cou-
ple hundred plays down to 10, and 
then I thought, ‘Well, if I could cast 
“A View From the Bridge,” that would 
be fun.’” 

Schreiber, a Broadway veteran and 
friend of Mosher’s, was the first actor 
to be contacted. He was cast as Eddie, 
the main character. Both men thought 
film star—but Broadway rookie—Jo-
hansson would be an ideal Catherine, 
who serves as the catalyst for much of 
the drama. Both actors, as well as the 
production itself, have received almost 
unanimously positive reviews.

But even though Mosher has directed 
yet another success, he is still very much 

focused on Broadway’s uncertain future. 
“No one has figured out what’s next. 

American theater … has always been a 
young person’s game. I think you have 
to make the theater you want to make,” 
Mosher said. “You have to take what’s use-
ful from theater history and be inspired 
by the performances that you see, but you 
have to be willing to say, ‘I’m sorry, but this 
is boring nonsense and I can do better.’” 

And to Mosher, this daunting chal-
lenge is a reasonable one. “I have great 
faith in you guys, in young people, to 
create something new,” he said. “But I 
do feel that something new has to be 
created, because I think the old thing is 
old and doesn’t work anymore.

“Go do it,” he said, in an artistic call 
to arms. “Just go do it.”

Time:  open-ended run, Tuesdays-
Sundays, various times.
Place:  Cort Theater, 138 W. 48th St. (be-
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues)
Cost:  $25 tickets available through CUArts

Where It’s At

 rachel valinsky / staff photographer

city ‘view’  |  CUArts director Gregory Mosher also returns to Broadway at the 
helm of the current revival of Arthur Miller’s “A View from the Bridge.” Mosher’s 
two jobs play off of each other, and both tap into his lifelong passion for theater.

MOSHER from front page

graphic by jin chen



Minority report
Students indicating their 

ethnicity on college ap-
plications probably do 

not spend much time con-
sidering the implications of 
that decision on their e-mail 
inboxes, and yet the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs con-
siders this check mark to 
be the ultimate sign of who 
wants to receive what e-mails. 
Applicants who indicate that 
they are of a certain ethnic-
ity are automatically put on 
e-mail listservs containing 
information about events, 
conferences, and internship 
opportunities. But students 
who do not identify with a 
minority group probably have 
no idea that these listservs 
even exist.

The OMA maintains 
that this is out of courtesy. 
According to its logic, stu-
dents of certain ethnicities are 
more likely than others to be 
interested in “ethnic” events 
and internships. Why would 
the OMA send out e-mails 
that don’t directly apply to 
an individual when students 
get so many e-mails a day to 
begin with? Furthermore, the 
OMA is open to everyone, 
and if a student wanted to be 
added to a listserv, he or she 
could be. 

A student could make such 
a request, however, only if he 
or she knew about these e-
mails in the first place. 

Yes, there is a certain mag-
nanimity in not sending stu-
dents still more newsletters 
that they won’t read—but to 

assume that students aren’t 
interested in events about 
a particular culture simply 
because it is not the one in 
which they were raised seems 
to go against the very idea of 
multiculturalism. 

To suppose that students 
who identify as Hispanic and 
indicate this on an admissions 
form must want to be on the 
listserv forces them square-
ly into whichever box they 
checked.

All students should be 
informed about these vari-
ous listservs upon either 
their admission or entry into 
Columbia, beyond just send-
ing out a link with a general 
description of the OMA. 

All students—whether 
or not they are convention-
ally identified as part of a 
“minority”—should be giv-
en the opportunity to make 
an informed decision as to 
whether they want to receive 
these e-mails. 

Columbia is proud of its 
diversity, but that diversity 
is more meaningful if it en-
courages further integration 
and understanding. The OMA 
is not the Office of Minority 
Affairs. Its resources should 
be used to increase under-
standing of and generate in-
terest about multiculturalism 
among the majority as well. 
A culture cannot be checked 
on a form, and students can-
not fully understand different 
cultures if they are not even 
given the chance to know 
about them. 

Staff Editorial

In last Friday’s 
New York 
Times profile of 

must-sees around 
Columbia, only one 
locale was actually 
on campus: Postcrypt 
Coffeehouse. To the 
’crypt’s fans, it was 
hardly a surprise. 
What the New York 
Times failed to men-
tion, or perhaps did 
not know, is that 
Postcrypt is the latest 

victim of bureaucratic strangulation and 
will likely shut down without a serious fight 
to keep the doors open. 

Why would the school want to close 
“one of Columbia’s open secrets” and “an 
effortlessly cool place on campus,” accord-
ing to the Times? Because administrators 
apparently troll Bwog comments and found 
an anonymous suggestion that Postcrypt 
sells beer to minors. As a result, they’ve 
demanded that Postcrypt pony up almost 
$300 more per night of operation to cover 
the cost of a second alcohol proctor and a 
security guard for St. Paul’s Chapel, where 
Postcrypt is located. This additional sum 
is a pittance to the University, but it would 
put Postcrypt out of business.

The merits of the administration’s case 
are highly suspect, but worse, they are 
insultingly dishonest. First, let’s remember 
that Bwog’s comment section is little more 
than our communal bathroom wall—the 
place where untrue, exaggerated, and ad 
hominem criticism is standard. Second, if 
we pretend for a moment that the criticism 
was remotely based on fact, isn’t it the job 
of the alcohol proctor Postcrypt already 
pays to ensure that policies are enforced? 

As for the demand that Postcrypt pay 
for a security guard, well, that reeks of 
ulterior motives. In her article last week, 
Postcrypt head manager Ginia Sweeney 
pointed out that in the 40-plus years of 
Postcrypt’s operation in St. Paul’s, there 

have been no incidents that suggest that 
security is threatened. Furthermore, other 
clubs are not held responsible for gen-
eral safety in the buildings in which they 
operate. What’s next, clubs chipping in for 
security in Lerner Hall? Club budgets are 
strapped as it is, and to veil greater strain 
on creative endeavors with vague cries 
for increased security is a pathetic echo 
of Bush-era governance. The administra-
tion’s arguments don’t hold up to even mild 
scrutiny. Instead of working with Postcrypt 
to have their fears assuaged, administrators 
are pushing for cost increases that will wipe 
the matter, and Postcrypt, off their radar. 

Throughout the process, Postcrypt’s man-
aging board has been incredibly coopera-

tive. They have offered alternative solutions 
that would both meet the arbitrary new de-
mands and keep Postrcypt afloat, including 
having a student volunteer serve as a second 
alcohol proctor and ending the sale of alco-
hol altogether. The response to this second 
suggestion was that a security guard was still 
necessary because administrators seem to 
perceive a culture of drinking in the ’crypt.

As frequenters of Postrcrypt, we can 
say unequivocally that Postcrypt is a ref-
uge from the alcohol-driven nightlife that 
defines the modern college experience. 
Known for its free popcorn, tiny bar, and 
cozy atmosphere, Postcrypt is one of the 
most laid-back evening spaces on campus 
in which the focus is the communal ap-
preciation of folk music. We actually went 
to Postcrypt most often during freshman 
year for the precise reason that we could 
enjoy music in a public campus community 

where alcohol consumption was not neces-
sary. Postcrypt is known throughout the 
New York folk music scene, and its audi-
ence is loyal and appreciative of this wel-
coming space, hidden away from the strips 
of generic restaurants and bars that line 
Broadway and Amsterdam.  

As indicated by the New York Times 
shout-out, Postcrpyt’s reputation benefits 
the University by providing a vibrant and 
unusual venue that shows the school to be 
more than a funnel for future financiers 
or a hopelessly uncool Upper West Side 
prepland. To incoming students, New York 
can seem like an intimidating place, and a 
campus refuge like Postcrypt is a wonder-
ful selling point. 

Postcrypt also provides a rare link 
between Columbia and the outside world 
that does not involve a contract. The typi-
cal Postcrypt crowd is part student, part 
local, and the music serves to create a 
unique community that is unregulated 
by the usual “programs” used to compel 
student interaction with the off-campus 
world. The coffeehouse is one place where 
non-students can feel at home at the 
University and where students can offer up 
a little space for mutual benefit.

It has been incredibly, dare we say 
uniquely, successful in this regard. It 
would be tragic to see administrative 
witch hunting steal this gem away from 
Columbia nightlife. Students must make 
their heartfelt defense of Postcrypt heard 
by communicating their sentiments to 
the Office of the University Chaplain, the 
Department of Public Safety, University 
Events Management, and the Student 
Governing Board’s advisers. 

For the record, we wrote this column 
without consulting our friends who help run 
the ’crypt. Any vitriol is entirely our own.

Sarah Leonard is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in history. Kate Redburn is 
a Columbia College senior majoring in his-
tory and African studies. Shock and Awe 

runs alternate Mondays.

Postcrypt? Priceless.

Sh o c k 
an d  Awe

Sa r a h  L e ona rd 
a n d 
K at e  R e dbu rn
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by Michael Spitzer-Rubenstein

The title of this piece should be a rhe-
torical question, easily answered with a 
“no,” but unfortunately, it is not. Indeed, 
time after time, Columbia University 
seems to disregard or even actively 
minimize the input of students as if the 
powers that be are scared that students 
can’t appreciate nuance or complexity. 
In many of its decisions, the administra-
tion seems afraid that actually informing 
students about its motives would pro-
voke an uproar. Instead, there has been 
a strong negative reaction not so much 
to the policy as to the process. Just in the 
last week, stories appeared in these pages 
about cancelled classes, scheduling win-
ter break, and Barnard trying to secretly 
require all students to have a meal plan. 
None of these are simple issues, but it’s 
disconcerting that the Columbia admin-
istration has been so lax about informing 
and involving students in its decision-
making processes.

I was one student whose class simply 
disappeared into the ether. I signed up 
for A Better Planet by Design, thinking 
it might be an interesting way to fulfill 
my science requirement. Just before this 
semester started, it still had no professor 

listed. Before the class met, it vanished 
from CourseWorks and Student Services 
Online without a trace. Another one of 
my classes had its time changed just days 
before it met. If not for the vigilance of a 
friend checking the time, I would have 
missed the first class. It is understand-
able and beyond refutation that changes 
are sometimes necessary. What is bizarre 
and unacceptable is the non-response 
of the administration. As Claire Stern 
reported in her article about the issue, 
the registrar simply denied the problem. 
Students aren’t stupid. We understand 
that things happen. It is disconcerting, 
though, that the University doesn’t feel a 
need to share those explanations or even 
notify students about important changes 
to their class schedules.

The issues regarding scheduling win-
ter break are similarly veiled. Few would 
dispute that creating the calendar is a 
balancing act—in order to end earlier, 
we would have to start earlier or have 
fewer holidays. Yet students have been 
manifestly excluded from playing a part 
in creating the calendar, with University 
President Lee Bollinger simply announc-
ing the date for commencement without 
even consulting the University Senate, 
an opaque body that claims to represent 
students.  A Facebook group calling for 
a revision in the calendar, which would 
end the winter semester on Dec. 23 again 
for 2010 and 2011, has collected over 
2,000 supporters. Yet the administration 
has done little to even inform students 
about the rationale behind the current 
calendar, let alone work to meet stu-
dent desires. Does the University think 

students are unable to understand the 
issue and the competing interests? Or 
are administrators just afraid of what 
students will see?

And it’s not just at Columbia, ei-
ther. Across the street, Barnard faces a 
similar issue with its meal plan. Even 
today, it’s unclear exactly what will be 
required.  President Debora Spar insisted 
last Thursday that nothing is set in stone 
despite Barnard students receiving an e-
mail from Dean Dorothy Denburg laying 
out the details of the new required meal 
plans. The biggest problem was simply 
the lack of transparency. It’s unclear what 
will be required, and it seems that the 
Barnard administrators are only discuss-
ing the plan and at least appear open to 
compromise because they got caught.

All those instances exhibit the reverse 
of what should happen. Administrators 
should be open to discussing issues and 
finding solutions with students rather 
than simply making a decision and wait-
ing for students to find out and get mad. It 
all begs the question: What is the admin-
istration afraid of? Are Columbia students 
not smart enough to figure these issues 
out? There have been backlashes in near-
ly every case not merely to the proposed 
solutions but also to the processes that 
brought forth these proposals. Students 
understand the complexity of these prob-
lems, and perusal of these pages offers 
examinations of the difficulties and sug-
gested compromises. So why doesn’t the 
administration discuss these issues with 
students? What is it afraid of?

The author is a Columbia College 
sophomore. 

Is Columbia 
scared of its 

students?

by victoria fox

The plea to save arts curricula in public 
schools isn’t a new one. Whether it’s the subject 
of heated budget debates among politicians or 
school boards, it isn’t a secret that arts have 
been hanging in the balance for quite some 
time. But for an issue so heavily publicized, 
when it comes to action in public schools, 
arts education is still often pushed into the 
periphery. In the wake of heavy budget cuts 
and increased standardized testing, the value 
of arts is just as easily stowed away with the 
lukewarm promise that it will be dealt with at 
a more convenient date as it is lauded. 

The hurdles facing arts in schools are as 
daunting as they are troublesome, which 
is why I think, particularly for college stu-
dents, the focus should be on small, tar-
geted, immediately actionable initiatives. 
No one can single-handedly increase funds 
or combat the glut of standardized testing, 
but individuals can take steps to ensure that 
arts still have a presence in public schools 
despite these systemic challenges. One pro-
gram at Columbia that advocates arts educa-
tion in this way is Artists Reaching Out. 

Part of Columbia’s Community Impact, 
ARO runs a weekly after-school art program 
at a public elementary school in Harlem. 
Every Friday afternoon, over 30 volunteers 
from Columbia and Barnard teach classes in 
visual art, music, dance, theater, and creative 
writing to about 50 third- through fifth-grade 
students. I joined ARO my first semester at 

Columbia, delighted to see that students had 
found a way to keep art present in a nearby 
elementary school. And even more thrilling 
than the initiative itself was the fact that the 
program actually worked. 

As a volunteer teacher and one of four 
program coordinators for this group, I have 
seen firsthand the value of providing a cre-
ative yet structured space in which students 
can explore their artistic abilities. Not only 
do programs like ARO bring art into schools 
where it otherwise wouldn’t be a part of the 
daily curriculum, they also create a space 
in which students can share their expressive 
work with peers, teachers, and parents.

Champions of arts education often cite 
how music is linked to improved math scores 
or tap into the fear that the next generation’s 
artistic virtuosos will be denied opportunity 
to discover their abilities. Though these are 
common arguments in defense of the arts, 
ARO has also introduced me to another more 
esoteric yet even more vital endorsement. 
Beyond its potential contributions to the bot-
tom line, one of the most moving aspects of 
arts education is its ability to build the more 
intangible elements of solid character.  

Seeing students in ARO show off their draw-
ings and new dance moves, take a proud bow 
after performing original skits and songs, or 
give an enthusiastic description of the new su-
perhero they invented for their first short story 
reminds me how much art can help students 
build confidence and a sense of self that pure 
academics might not nurture otherwise. 

ARO’s status as an after-school program 
also has its unique advantages. While firmly 
supported by the school, our volunteers’ youth 
and separation from the regular faculty makes 
them more relatable to the students. Students 

know that they take away from the program—
which is less rigid than the normal school 
day—as much as they put into it, thereby en-
forcing the idea that the program exists solely 
for their own benefit. By making it their own, 
the program becomes more about expressing 
individuality and finding confidence in one’s 
unique voice than about figuring out in what 
way a new authority figure or set of testable 
standards must be capitulated to. 

I can also say with confidence that initia-
tives like ARO are just as beneficial to the vol-
unteers as they are to participants since I have 
also found a creative outlet and deeper sense 
of self-confidence through this program. Tasks 
such as managing a classroom, contributing to 
the surrounding community, and helping kids 
when they open up to you about their per-
sonal problems challenge volunteers to strike 
a balance between leadership and sensitivity. 
Also, at a school like Columbia where so many 
students focus on their own ambitions, it is 
vital to have an environment in which you can 
learn to be even prouder of the accomplish-
ments of others. It’s clear to me that the most 
salient benefits of arts education reach farther 
and touch more people than any hard data or 
statistics could possibly reflect. 

So while politicians shrug off arts educa-
tion for another session and creative instruc-
tion is deemed expendable yet again during 
the triage of budget cuts, I will keep building 
marshmallow towers and dreaming up super-
heroes with the kids at ARO. In the words of a 
particularly proud fourth-grade student, “I’m 
an artist. That’s how I do.”

The author is a Columbia College sophomore. 
She is the co-coordinator of Artists Reaching Out. 
Becky Clark, Cathy Greenman, and Zeena Audi 
contributed to this piece.  

Don’t paint by 
numbers

IlLUSTRATION BY Rebekah kim

Postcrypt is a refuge 
from the alcohol-driven 

nightlife that defines 
the modern college 

experience.
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impeccable editing/typing/re-
search/rewriting by Ivy PhD; especial-
ly skilled in handling close deadlines 
and overworked students, with grace 
and compassion. Call (212) 865-1026, 
any hour, and reduce the pressure on 
your psyche....
confidential dissertation/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/ 
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include 
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and 
Sciences. From committee selection 
to commencement. Call and move 
forward.
PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

alopecia motivational 
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having 
alopecia areata totalis or universalis? 
Join other alopecians for a motivational 
get-together on coping and living with 
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

are you due a refund?
Students, even with limited income and 
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for 
several federal tax credits, if you are 
not claimed on your parents’ return. 
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85. 
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416. 
volcano base jumping instruc-
tors needed! Thrill seekers and adren-
aline junkies preferred. No experience 
necessary. Waivers required. www.vol-
canobasejumping.info

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

Looking for adults (18-40 years 
old) with peanut allergy. Mount Sinai 
Medical Center in New York City is 
currently recruiting adults who are 
allergic to peanuts for a clinical re-
search trial looking into the safety of 
an investigational study product. The 
study, led by Dr. Scott Sicherer, would 
involve 13 vaccine dose administra-
tions over a 6-month period. Poten-
tial participants must be between 18 
and 40 years old and live in New York 
City or the tri-state area. Financial com-
pensation for time and travel provid-
ed. For more info, call (212) 241-7566. 
GCO #04-1271 (0700), MSSM IRB 
approved through 6/30/10. 

HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@gmail.com

newly renov 2 BR co-op (approx 
700 sq ft) located on 160 St betw 
B’way & Amsterdam. Hardwood floors 
and spacious layout close to public 
transp and shopping on B’way, ap-
prox 4 blocks from train. See pictures 
at http://www.propertyshark.com/ma-
son/RFS/listing_details.html’listing_
id=2553105. Contact Brian: brianre-
sales@gmail.com

1 br apt IN HARLEM brownstone. 
Take M60 bus to campus. Contact Pre-
mierePtyMgmt@aol.com for details. 
Rent: $1500. 1 month free rent for CU 
students.

$260K—COZY studio off Central Park 
West in a landmark co-op bldg; sep-
arate kitchen; hardwood floor; 11 ft 
ceilings; close to CU; investors wel-
come; income restriction applies - in-
quire for details; (646) 361-9516.

RENTAL $1900 MONTHLY for newly 
renov 2 BR apt (approx 100 sq ft). Spa-
cious layout, 10-ft high tin ceilings, 
stainless steel appliances, and gran-
ite counter tops. Located on Linden 
St betw Grandview & Fairview Aves, 
close to transp. 25 min ride into Man-
hattan. See pictures at http://newyork. 
craiglist.org/que/reb/1576860732.
html. Contact Brian at brianresales@
gmail.com

Replacement cat sitter need-
ed for our Bengal tiger, Tabby. Freck-
les are not required, but suggested. 
http://bengaltigerbabysitter.info

network marketing $$$ 
Tremendous profits selling websites! 
Free training. No experience required. 
Watch our free video. Start this month 
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.ws

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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as attorney general. He served as 
a University trustee beginning in 
2007, but resigned on his confir-
mation. Holder spoke at Columbia 
College Class Day last year. 

“History shows that it is al-
ways in times of war and sea-
sons of fear when we are most 
at risk of forgetting the freedom 
and commitment to justice that 
is in fact our nation’s greatest 
strength,” Bollinger said. “What 
so many of us admire in this 
president and in this attorney 
general is their confidence in our 
system of justice, their refusal to 
be ruled by fear that is indeed 

the very goal of terror, and their 
determination that America can 
lead best by example.” 

Adolf A. Berle Professor 
of Law John Coffee intro-
duced Monaghan, a constitu-
tional scholar who has been at 
Columbia since 1983 and has ar-
gued three cases in front of the 
Supreme Court, one of which 
included the First Amendment 
right to produce Hair in a mu-
nicipal auditorium. 

Coffee lauded Monaghan’s 
commitment to junior faculty. 
“At least in my 30 years now 
here ... no one has come close 
to serving as he does as the 
mentor-in-chief as our junior 

faculty,” Coffee said, describing 
the long lines that form outside 
Monaghan’s office each morning 
as he belabors over the drafts of 
articles by young professors.  

Monaghan expressed his 
pleasure at living in New York 
and teaching at Columbia. “I 
would say that for me they would 
be the happiest years of my life,” 
he said, emphasizing the school’s 
success in recruiting entry-level 
faculty. “I can think of no time 
during my experience in which 
the law school has grown in such 
different ways.” 

joy.resmovits
@columbiaspectator.com

awards from front page

Law School bestows Medal of Excellence

that would reflect heat and 
noise into the neighboring 
apartments. The community 
board listened to us, and sug-
gested that they rethink some 
things, and they came back 
with a plan,” she said. 

The new designs show a 
series of open glass walkways 
across the back of the building, 
as opposed to the original en-
closed, rectangular space. 

The easternmost part of 
the contested block is part of 
the Upper West Side/Central 
Park West Historic District, ac-
cording to the website of the 
city’s Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. The Alliance’s 
lawyer Albert Butzel said that 
neighbors have legal rights to 
protest the construction even 
though Columbia Grammar 
owned the property.

“In certain instances in the 
city, areas have been designated 

historic districts because of that 
particular kind of layout, brown-
stones plus backyards, so when 
Columbia Grammar proposes 
to fill up their yard, as they ini-
tially proposed to do, it runs into 
problems,” Butzel said. 

But the new design seems 
to be minimal enough to calm 
those concerns, he said.  

“The sign of a good com-
promise is everyone goes away 
happy. The neighbors I think 
thought Columbia Grammar 
met them halfway or more. ... 
The major groups I represent-
ed were satisfied with the out-
come without taking Columbia 
Grammar to court,” he said. 

C olumbia  Grammar’s 
Headmaster Richard Soghoian 
said the whole project was born 
of necessity and an attractive 
architectural idea.  

“We needed to replace the 
fire escapes in the rear. The es-
capes are not only old, they’re 
not adequate by not going to ev-
ery room. We have our young-
est students in the brownstones, 
and I worry the most about the 
safety of the smallest children, 
and we wanted to redo the fire 
escapes and make them so that 
any room led to the fire escapes 
that connected all six brown-
stones in the rear,” he said. 

The current architecture 
of the brownstones has not 
allowed the school to take in 
any handicapped children into 
the lower grades, Soghoian 
added. 

He acknowledged that some 

neighbors thought the original 
solution, a glass structure six 
brownstones wide, was too 
glaring a change.  

Of the revised plans, 
Soghoian said, “We eliminated 
all the glass and the [heating] 
units and it’s now open-air, 
still with an elevator but more 
attractive … I know there are 
three or four ladies still op-
posed, but that’s a far cry from 
150 people we had.” 

Leventhal emphasized that 
the negotiations should not be 
taken as “the neighborhood 
taking on the school.” 

“We will be vigilant as an al-
liance … but we tried to plead 
a rational course with them. 
They’ve been very accommo-
dating,” she said. 

Most parents outside the 
school last Friday said they 
hadn’t heard much about the 
plans beyond a few e-mails, 
but Jody Lawrence, a mother 
of two Columbia Grammar stu-
dents, said she trusts the school 
to play nice. 

“They try to teach the kids 
about being good neighbors, and 
I’m sure they’re going to follow 
that themselves,” she said. 

The plan must still be ap-
proved by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
for construction to begin. 
Soghoian said he expects the 
Commission to review it in 
late February.

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

Grammar renovation to be minimal
grammar school from front page
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courtesy of columbia grammar and preparatory school 
backyard  |  Columbia Grammar and Preparatory School reached a compromise with neighbors over its 
renovation plans, and will move forward on open glass walkways across the back of the building.

Barry’s absence proved more 
significant the next day against 
Yale, as the Bulldogs started out 
red hot, shooting 69 percent in 
the first half to take a 10-point 
halftime lead. Yale guard Yoyo 
Greenfield had 13 first-half 
points and shot a perfect three-
for-three from 3-point range. 
The Bulldogs as a team made 
nine of its first 10 3-pointers on 
their way to a Yale season-high 
10 3-pointers.

Things got worse for 
Columbia, as the Bulldogs 
went on an 8-0 run to begin the 

second half, increasing their lead 
to 18. From there, though, the 
Light Blue slowly clawed its way 
back, displaying its tenacious de-
fense and a balanced offense to 
get back in the game.

After Lions sophomore 
Melissa Shafer drained a 3-point-
er, the initial 18-point lead was 
trimmed to four points with two 
minutes to play. A few plays lat-
er, Shafer found Sara Yee wide 
open in the corner. Yee connect-
ed on the crucial 3-pointer to 
make it a one-point game with 
a minute remaining.

Greenfield, who scored a ca-
reer-high 20 points, made sure 

Columbia wouldn’t complete its 
improbable comeback, connect-
ing on a contested floater to give 
Yale a three-point lead. The next 
possession, Dwyer was fouled 
and walked up to the line with 
two crucial free throws ahead. 
However, the normally depend-
able shooter missed both of her 
free throws, and the Bulldogs 
escaped with an 81-74 win. Yale 
improved its conference record 
to 4-2 and is now tied with three 
other teams for second place.

Greenfield led the game with 
20 points. Freshman Megan 
Vasquez scored 19 points and 
had seven assists.

Lomax also had 20 points and 
a career-high seven steals in the 
losing effort. Shafer scored 13 
points off the bench, and Dwyer 
had 10 points and five blocks.

Columbia (4-2 Ivy) will play 
in Levien Gymnasium on Friday 
in a crucial matchup against the 
conference-leading Princeton 
Tigers. Tip-off is set for 7 p.m.

“He means a great deal to 
this team … he’s terrific defen-
sively, he gave us a lot when he 
was in there, he can really dis-
rupt the offense because he’s so 
fast and strong.”

Sophomore guard Noruwa 
Agho also put up a terrific per-
formance, earning his first col-
legiate double-double with 18 
points and 10 rebounds.

Saturday’s game versus Yale 
(9-14, 3-3 Ivy) started much 
the same way, with the Bull-
dogs jumping out to a 15-4 
lead in the first six minutes 
of play. Though Columbia cut 
Yale’s lead to only six with ten 
minutes left to play in the first 
stanza, the Bulldogs managed 
to expand their lead to 19 by 
the end of the half. 

The Bulldogs were on fire 
offensively, shooting 54.8 per-
cent from the floor, 50 percent 
from behind the arc, and 91.7 
percent from the charity stripe. 
Columbia wasn’t as successful, 
shooting 42.3 percent form the 
field, 16.7 percent from long, 

and 54.5 percent from the free 
throw line.

For a while, it seemed as 
though the Light Blue might be 
able to pull off another come-
from-behind victory, as the 
Lions cut Yale’s lead to 12 with 
12:41 left to play. But the Lions’ 
offensive struggles continued, 
as they made only 27.6 percent 
of their field goals attempts.

Though Columbia out-
scored Yale  35-31 in the sec-
ond half, it was not nearly 
enough to make the comeback, 
and the Lions lost 79-64.

“To be honest, they won the 
game in the first half,” Agho 
said after the game.

Not only did the Bulldogs 
outplay the Lions offensively, 
but they also dominated the 
boards, outrebounding Co-
lumbia 46-27. Both Agho and 
Jones attributed this 19-re-
bound difference to the team’s 
lack of fight.

“One of my teams hasn’t 
played like this in a long time,” 
Jones said. “We have to get back 
and really get to the point where 
we’re competing from the jump 

ball and we’re not doing it right 
now. We’ve played with much 
more pride than this in the past, 
and it’s disheartening because 
that’s not really how we built 
this program. We’ve been one 
of the tougher teams in the lead, 
we’ve competed, we’ve been one 
of the better defensive teams in 
this league, we’ve respected the 
game, and right now we’re not 
respecting the game. We’re ex-
pecting to win without putting 
the work in and not doing the 
job. 27-46 is unbelievable.”

Agho, who posted an im-
pressive 30 points in the loss, 
also talked about the impor-
tance of really competing, es-
pecially on the team’s upcom-
ing four-game road trip.

“We definitely have to play 
with some pride and just know 
that regardless of what hap-
pens that we have to play hard-
er than our opponent because 
we’re not just losing, we’re get-
ting crushed,” Agho said.

The Light Blue will get a 
chance to turn its season around 
when it travels to New Jersey on 
Friday to take on Princeton.

Ampim scores 17 to lead Lions over Bears

Barry hurt in second half against Brown

With one match out of the way, 
Columbia then faced Binghamton. 
Unlike against Cornell, Columbia 
started off on the right foot 
thanks to Gilchrist’s major-deci-
sion victory over Binghamton’s 
James Inghram. Columbia’s ear-
ly lead would not last long, as 
Binghamton went on to win the 

next seven matches, which includ-
ed three major decision and two 
pins. Despite the slide, the Lions 
finished strong thanks to solid 
performances by Lou Miller and 
Kevin Lester. First, Miller defeated 
Binghamton’s Pat Walsh at 197 by a 
major decision. In the final match 
of the day, the heavyweight class, 
Lester pinned Corey Waite at 5:25. 
Binghamton defeated Columbia 

with a final score of 30 to 14.
Next weekend, the Columbia 

wrestling team will compete 
against Princeton and Drexel on 
Saturday and against Penn on 
Sunday. The trio of competitions 
marks the second to last week of 
regular season competition be-
fore the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Wrestling Association and NCAA 
championships.

Wrestling winless in weekend matches

women’s basketball from back page

men’s wrestling from back page

men’s basketball from back page



By Lauren seaman
Spectator Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s tennis team recov-
ered from a loss to St. John’s last week, record-
ing impressive victories in back-to-back home 
matches this weekend against Stony Brook and 
Fairleigh Dickinson. Columbia defeated Stony 
Brook 5-2 and achieved an outstanding 6-1 win 
against FDU.

In the first match of the weekend, Columbia 
battled Stony Brook in a relentless fight for dou-
bles points in which the Lions ultimately won. 
Freshman Nicole Bartnik and senior Carling 
Donovan took an 8-6 win at the No. 1 spot, beat-
ing the Seawolves’ Gayatri Krishnan and Anna 
Pieschl. Despite an 8-5 loss in the No. 2 spot 
by freshman Chelsea Davis and junior Natasha 
Makarova, the Lions snagged the doubles points 
with another 8-6 win by No. 3 singles player ju-
nior Natalia Christenson and freshman Diana 
Shapoval. Every doubles match was nail-bitingly 
close, but the Lions finished ahead, giving them 
an early 1-0 lead in the match overall.

After securing the doubles point, the Lions 
continued to impress, taking wins in the No. 1 
through No. 4 spots for singles. Bartnik won 
the No. 1 spot easily against the higher-ranked 
Katherine Hanson, winning both sets with 
scores of 6-0 and 6-2. Columbia enjoyed this 
lead for a brief period until Light Blue play-
ers Shapoval and Christenson had losses in the 
No. 5 and No. 6 spots, which tied up the overall 
score at 2-2. From there, the score improved in 
Columbia’s favor. Makarova fought to win in the 
No. 2 spot against Paola Rodolfi, 7-5, 6-3. Davis 
finished off her opponent in the second set, 
beating Krishnan, 6-4, 7-6. Columbia knew it 
had won the match, but crowded around the No. 
4 match to watch Donovan compete. Donovan 
overcame a first set loss to win inspirationally 
against Aylin Mehter. Donovan beat Mehter by 
scores of 1-6, 6-4, 6-3 to give Columbia the win 
with a 5-2 final match score.

The next day, Columbia took on FDU and 
crushed them with an overall score of 6-1. In 
doubles play, Christenson and Shapoval won in 
the No. 3 spot by a score of 8-2 in a seemingly 
effortless match. Their win was the first of many 
other victories. Davis and Makerova beat FDU’s 
Julia Prantl and Egzona Morina 8-6 in the No. 
2 spot. FDU could not take the doubles points 
though, despite their win in the No. 1 spot as 
Bartnik and Donovan were defeated in a close 
match 8-6.

Knowing the match would be a tough one, 
Columbia worked hard in its singles matches. 
Makerova took the first win of the day, flattening 
her opponent with a score of 6-2, 6-0. Her match 
would be the only two-set of the series as the 
rest of the matches were hard-fought three-sets. 
After winning in the first set, Bartnik dropped 
the second set at No. 1, but rallied in the third 
in emphatic fashion to win 6-4, 4-6, 6-0. Davis 

defeated her opponent after a first-set loss to beat 
Knights’ Prantl 3-6, 7-5, 10-8. Donovan, with her 
second comeback of the weekend, defeated her 
opponent after a close loss during her first set to 
win at No. 4, 5-7, 6-1, 6-3. Shapoval then beat 
Ksenia Chernyshova in the No. 5 spot, winning 
6-7, 6-2, 6-1. Columbia had already won, but 
Caroline Constable worked to come back from 
a first-set loss of 6-1. Though Constable took the 
second set 6-4, she was unable to finish the match 
on top and dropped her third set, 6-4.

Though the Lions came out boasting a score 
of 6-1, the match against FDU was a particularly 
tough one.

“Overall, the match was a lot closer than the 6-1 
score indicates. Many of the singles matches went 3 
sets and our team fought hard to finish it out,” Head 
Coach Ilene Weintraub said after the match.

Ready to build on their momentum from 
their victories this weekend, the Lions will 
hit the road next week to Cambridge, Mass. 
for the ECAC Championships where they will 
face many of their Ivy rivals before conference 
competition. 

By Julia Garrison
Spectator Staff Writer

The women’s swimming and diving team had its 
five-game win streak snapped this past Friday, los-
ing to undefeated Ivy League foe Princeton 94-141. 
However, the Lions pushed themselves to the limit 
with many swimmers achieving season and career-
best times in their events. With this loss, the Lions now 
stand 5-2 (3-2 Ivy). Princeton capped off its superb 
regular season, finishing undefeated at 7-0 (7-0 Ivy).

In the 200 medley relay, the first event of the 
meet, Lions swimmers Delghi Urubshurow, Mariele 
Dunn, Allison Hobbs, and Christina Hughes were 
able to place second. Next up was the 400 IM,  in 
which swimmers Katie Meili, Caitlin Bertelsen, 
Isabelle Vandenbroucke, and Molly Dengler fin-
ished second through fifth and all achieved season-
best times. In the 200 free Abby Reilly and Erin 
Kampschmidt achieved their best times of the sea-
son, finishing third and fourth with times of 1:56.71 
and 1:59.64 respectively. In the 200 IM, Urubshurow 
placed second for the Lions, while Dunn was able 

to secure third. Senior Urubshurow also gained 
some points for the Light Blue by finishing second 
in the 100 free as well. In the 500 free, two more 
Columbia swimmers achieved season-best finishes 
as Vandenbroucke swam the event in 5:05.92, and 
Kampschmidt recorded a time of 5:13.22. Wrapping 
up the meet with a strong second-place finish was 
the 200 freestyle relay team of Lacey Harris-Coble, 
Meili, Hobbs, and Hughes.

The Light Blue will swim its last regular-sea-
son competition on Saturday, Feb. 13, against 
Dartmouth. The meet will begin at 11 a.m. at Uris 
Pool. At the meet, Columbia will also recognize se-
niors Bertelsen, Hobbs, Hughes, Katie Omstead, and 
Urubshurow as it will be the swimmer’s last home 
meet of their college careers. After that, Columbia 
will get another chance to face Princeton when it 
competes in the Ivy League Championships, which 
begins on Feb. 25.
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shivina harjani for spectator
served |  CU swept the No. 1 through No. 4 singles.

Women’s tennis slams home victories

lenny pridatko / staff photographer
rough wave  |  Despite many season-best times, women’s swimming failed to topple undefeated Princeton.

Win streak snapped in loss to Princeton
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princeton

94

141

fairleigh dickinson

columbia

1

6

stony brook

columbia

2

5

By victoria jones
Spectator Staff Writer

With Friday’s loss to Navy, the Columbia 
men’s swimming team (4-5) has dropped to a los-
ing record for the first time since November. The 
Midshipmen triumphed over the Lions 158-131.

The meet began positively for the Light Blue 
despite Navy’s unusual 25-meter pool. Columbia’s 
A-team—comprised of Johnny Bailey, Eric Tang, 
Bruno Esquen, and Adam Powell—narrowly 
beat out the competition with a time of 1:44.84 
in the 200m relay. The crew touched the wall 
just eight-hundredths of a second ahead of the 
second-place team.

Navy responded by sweeping first through third-
place points in the next three events—the 800m 
freestyle, 200m freestyle and 100m backstroke.

As usual, freshman Sean MacKenzie and soph-
omores Chester Dols and Alex Smith were the first 
three Columbia distance swimmers to finish, but 
against this strong Navy squad, MacKenzie was 
only the fifth man to touch the wall.

The outcome of the 200m freestyle was much 
the same. Columbia’s top swimmers—freshman 
Mitchell Phillips and tri-captain Darren Pagan—
only earned fourth and fifth-place points. Phillips 
finished five seconds out of first with a time of 
1:57.39. Pagan finished in 1:58.30.

Tang represented the Lions in the 100m breast-
stroke. Tang took second in 1:04.58, just .11 sec-
onds out of first place. Fellow senior Ross Ramone 

finished in fourth place. 
Powell finally turned the tide for the Light Blue 

in the 50m freestyle. He outswam the entire field by 
over half a second with a time of 23.08 seconds.

In similar fashion, freshman Jason Collazo 
topped the charts in the 1m dive to bring in an-
other nine points for the Lions. Collazo collected 
289.95 points on his way to the victory.

Powell swam again in the 100m freestyle, but this 
time his efforts were only enough for third place.

After dropping the 200m backstroke, Tang 
stepped up once again, taking second in the 
200m breaststroke in 2:22.37. Ramone was the 
next swimmer to touch the wall, finishing third 
in 2:23.59.

After sweeping the first three places in the 
400m freestyle, the Midshipmen had captured 
all the points they needed to ensure the win and 

competed solely as exhibition swimmers in the 
last four events.

“The team struggled today mentally more than any-
thing else … I had a feeling we would not have much in 
reserve for Navy,” head coach Jim Bolster said.

Despite the unfortunate outcome, the Lions will 
have to recover quickly and prepare for Ivy League 
matches against Princeton and Dartmouth.

 “Princeton is the site of our Ivy League 
Championship meet so we will have a great op-
portunity to check out the pool and get used to 
the racing environment,” Bolster said.

After taking on the Tigers, the Lions will return 
home to Uris Pool to host Dartmouth in their final 
dual meet of the season.

Bolster has complete faith that his team will bounce 
back from this loss to Navy, stating “We should have 
no trouble responding next weekend.”

Navy narrowly cruises past Columbia men’s swimming and diving team 158-131
columbia

navy

131

158



Anyone 
who has 
a sibling 

will tell you that 
the competition 
between brothers 
and sisters can be 
intense. In every-
day situations, 
such as fighting 
over control of 
the remote, this 
sibling rivalry 
becomes noth-

ing more than a petty argument. However, 
when siblings face off against each other as 
athletes, the situation gets more complex, 
as they must balance their own desire to 
win with the desire to see their sibling suc-
ceed. It is through this internal struggle 
that sibling competition becomes the ideal 
form of good sportsmanship.

If you need an example of why this 
is true, just talk to the Columbia men’s 
basketball coach, Joe Jones. On Saturday 
night, Jones faced off against his brother, 
the coach of the Yale men’s basketball team, 
James Jones. The weekend matchup, which 
at first glance appeared to be out of the twi-
light zone, was a perfect example of sibling 
competition at work. While each coach 
was 100 percent focused on giving his team 
the best chance at winning the game, there 
were other forces at play as well.

“You know, when we lose, there’s a part 
of me that’s happy for him that he’s won a 
game. It’s like this thing that you can’t ex-
plain unless you’re in it,” Joe Jones said. For 
most athletes, the sight of the opponent cel-
ebrating in victory is sickening, but this is 
not the case for Jones. After a game against 
Yale, regardless of the outcome, Jones is 
never completely happy or defeated. His 
relationship with his brother prevents his 
emotions from reaching the extremes, 
which is exactly the point of good sports-
manship. Children are taught at an early 
age to be humble and respectful in both 
victory and defeat. However, most athletes 
forget this message because it is incredibly 
difficult to remain calm and collected in 
a world that thrives off of emotion. What 
you end up with are athletes that alter-
nate between the emotional extremes. If 
you need a guide to good sportsmanship, 
just turn to the Joneses of the world: the 
Manning brothers, the Williams sisters, the 
Barry brothers.

At this point, it’s easy to find fault with 
my examples by pointing out that all of 
these duos are professional players or col-
lege coaches. In these cases, it’s fair to argue 
that the siblings paint an overly positive 
picture to the media in order to avoid 
controversy. While it is true that sibling ri-
valries pose problems, the idea that brother 
and sister athletes display the truest form 
of good sportsmanship holds true even in 
amateur play.

I have competed with my brother 
at everything imaginable, from get-
ting good grades to playing basketball. 
During the moments of competition, 
such as playing one-on-one, I tried my 
best to crush him (the little brother has 
to learn his place, right?). However, just 
as Jones pointed out earlier, I was never 
completely happy in victory or angry in 
defeat. I won’t try to claim that I am a 
good sport. I don’t like seeing the other 
guy win the trophy, and I don’t necessar-
ily want to shake his hand after a heated 
game. But when I compete against my 
brother, I’m as good a sport as I will ever 
be, and that’s saying something.

If you’ve read this column expect-
ing a solution to the grave problem that 
is unsportsmanlike conduct, then you’re 
going to be disappointed. All I’ve provided 
is something to strive for—the ideal. Who 
knows, maybe you can get everyone to 
act like siblings by singing “Kumbaya” or 
something. Whatever the solution may be, 
the point is that siblings have figured out 
something that the rest of the sports world 
needs to pick up.

Bart Lopez is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in economics-mathematics. 
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com

What do sibling-
athletes know 
that we don’t? 

michael discenza for spectator        

slicing through  |  Columbia senior guard Niko Scott slips through the Brown defense.
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By Bart Lopez
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia wrestling team 
dropped two matches this weekend 
against Ivy rival Cornell as well as 
Binghamton. The weekend skid drops 
the Lions record to 6-7-1 overall and 
0-1 in the Ivy League.

The first contest on Saturday pit-
ted Columbia against wrestling pow-
erhouse No. 7 Cornell. Columbia’s 
Kyle Gilchrist, Student-Athlete 
of the Month for January, led off 
against No. 2 Troy Nickerson at 125 
pounds. Unfortunately for the Light 
Blue, Nickerson defeated Gilchrist 
by a 3-0 decision, giving Cornell the 
lead, which it never relinquished. 
The Big Red won the next three 
matches until Matt Dunn broke the 
streak for Columbia. Dunn defeated 
Cornell’s John Basting on a 6-3 deci-
sion at 157 pounds. Dunn’s victory 
would be the only one for Columbia 
against Cornell, as the Big Red swept 
the remaining competitions, winning 
handily 37-3.

Wrestling falls 
to conference 
rival Big Red

SEE Men’s WRESTLING, page 6

By Michael Zhong
Spectator Staff Writer

Down by one with 20 seconds 
to go, Brown’s Hannah Passafuime 
stepped to the free throw line with a 
chance to lead Brown to a huge upset 
over Columbia. She had been eight for 
eight from the line headed into these 
free throws, but wilted under pressure 
and missed both.

Columbia’s senior guard Danielle 
Browne then shot two of her own. 
She displayed her composure, mak-
ing both free throws to give the Lions 
a three-point lead. After Brown’s 
Lindsay Nickel missed a desperation 
3-pointer, Columbia’s Judie Lomax 
added two more free throws to give 
Columbia a 65-60 win.

The Bears played aggressively 
throughout the game, as its swarming 
defense forced Columbia to make a 
season-high 30 turnovers. If the Bears 
hadn’t committed 28 turnovers them-
selves, they easily could have come 
out on top.

Early on, it appeared as though 
Brown would emerge victorious. As a 
result of Nickel’s hot hand—she had 10 
points in the first half—Brown jumped 
to a nine-point lead in the middle of 
the first half. However, Columbia would 
make a run of its own and eventually go 
into the second half leading 34-33.

The second half was a back-and-
forth affair, and neither team pulled 
away completely. Columbia began 
heading in the right direction when 
Sara Yee hit a 3-pointer to give her 
team an eight-point cushion with five 
minutes to play. However, a minute lat-
er, Brown went on an 11-0 run, capped 

by Nickel making a baseline jumper to 
give the Bears a one-point lead with 
two minutes to play.

Lomax, who had a game-high 23 
points, then made a clutch shot near the 
key to give the Lions the lead again.

After Passafuime missed her criti-
cal free throws, the Lions were able to 

maintain enough momentum to escape 
with the win.

Christina Johnson led the Bears 
with 17 points and seven rebounds, 
and Nickel contributed 15 points and 
four rebounds.

In addition to scoring 23 points, Lomax 
also had a game-high 18 rebounds and 
four steals. Yee was next in scoring with 
13 points. Center Lauren Dwyer blocked 
five shots in the game, and Browne had a 
game-high five steals. The Lions’ star de-
fensive player Kathleen Barry was limited 
to 13 minutes, missing most of the second 
half due to a knee injury.

elaine burchman / staff photographer

yee for three  |  Senior Sara Yee hit timely three’s to preserve a 65-60 win versus 
Brown. Yee went on to finish with 13 points, going 3-7 from beyond the arc.

Women’s basketball splits weekend matchups
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BY THENUMBERS
17Columbia’s Asenso 

Ampim’s total points 
against Brown. Ampim 
also added six rebounds in 
the big win over the Bears.

15The number of made 
free throws by Noruwa 
Agho against Yale. Agho 
would score 30 points in 
the loss at home.

Monday morning 
point guard

W L PCT W L PCT
Cornell 6 0 1.000 20 3 .870

Princeton 4 0 1.000 13 5 .722

Harvard 4 2 .667 15 5 .750

Yale 3 3 .500 9 14 .391

Penn 2 2 .500 3 15 .167

Columbia 2 4 .333 8 12 .400

Brown 1 5 .167 7 16 .304

Dartmouth 0 6 .000 4 16 .200

IVY LEAGUE STANDINGS
1 Tom “The Mouth that Roared” Di Benedetto 15-9

1 Lucas “In the Refrigerator” Shaw 15-9

2 Jelani “Can’t Knock the Hustle” Johnson 14-10

2 Lisa “That’s What She Said” Lewis 14-10

5 Bart “The Tailgating Tales” Lopez 12-12

6 Holly “The Eyes of Texas” MacDonald 11-13

6 Jacob “Put it on the Board” Shapiro 11-13

6 Matt “The X-Factor” Velazquez 11-13

9 Kunal “Moving the Chains” Gupta 10-14

Spectator Pixbox Standings: Week 1
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Agho’s career-high 30 
not enough against Yale

CU rallies to 
defeat Brown

By Michele Cleary
Spectator Senior Staff 

Writer

Twice this past weekend the 
men’s basketball team trailed its oppo-
nent at the half. Twice the Lions (8-12, 
2-4 Ivy) outscored their opponents in 
the second half. However, only once 
was this enough to win the game, 
as the Light Blue pulled off a come-
from-behind victory over Brown on 
Friday night before falling to Yale on 
Saturday.

Friday’s contest against the Bears 
started slowly for the Lions, as Brown 
jumped out to an 11-0 lead in the first 
two-and-a-half minutes of play. Co-
lumbia did not score a field goal for 
the first four and a half minutes of play 
until junior forward Asenso Ampim 
netted a layup with 15:26 remaining in 
the half. The Light Blue was unable to 
erase the deficit by halftime, though, 
and the Bears went into the locker 
room with a 36-27 lead.

During the first half, Columbia 
made only 38.7 percent of its shots 
and went 1-8 from behind the arc. 
On the other hand, Brown shot an 
astounding 57.1 percent from the 
floor in the first half and sunk seven 
of its 13 3-pointers.

“I was amazed by how poorly we 
played defensively, just amazed,” head 
coach Joe Jones said of the first half. 
“We just weren’t playing well on either 
side of the ball, we weren’t sharing the 
ball, we weren’t playing defense.”

That all changed in the second half.
The Light Blue used solid play on 

both sides of the court to slowly chip 
away at the Bears’ lead, eventually ty-
ing the game with 6:14 left to play on 
an Ampim layup. The Lions would go 
on to close out the game with a 17-6 
run, ensuring a 65-54 victory.

Columbia shot 50 percent the 
second half while Brown struggled 

with a shooting percentage of 25. 
The Bears have an especially difficult 
time shooting from 3-point territory, 
missing all four of their attempts in 
the second half.

Ampim, who finished the game 
with 17 points and six rebounds, at-
tributed the comeback to Columbia’s 
second half perimeter defense.

“In the first half … we were do-
ing a good job defending inside, but 
we weren’t defending well on the pe-
rimeter,” Ampim said. “At halftime 
our coach, you know, he emphasized 
us defending on the perimeter. We 
did that in the second half, and that 
changed the game.” 

This was Ampim’s first game 
back after sitting out last weekend 
with an injury. His presence on both 
ends of the court was crucial to the 
Lions’ success.

“We wouldn’t have won this game 
without him,” Jones said of Ampim. 

SEE men’s basketball, page 6

michael discenza for spectator
bad margin  |  Men’s basketball was 
outrebounded by 19 in its loss to Yale.

brown

columbia

54

65

yale

columbia

79

64
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