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BY SAMMY ROTH AND 
EMILY NEIL

Spectator Senior Staff Writers

New York Times executive 
editor Jill Abramson will deliv-
er the keynote at Barnard’s com-
mencement this May, the college 
announced on Monday.

Abramson became the first 
woman to hold the top edito-
rial position at the Times in 
September, when she replaced 
Bill Keller. Abramson has spent 
15 years at the Times, previously 
serving as managing editor and 
Washington bureau chief.

“From her early days as a re-
porter to her current post as the 
paper’s executive editor, she has 
been unfailing in her convictions 
and a true inspiration,” Barnard 
President Debora Spar said in a 
statement. “I am certain that our 
graduates will be energized by 
her words and personal story.”

Abramson has also worked at 
the Wall Street Journal, where 
she was the deputy Washington 
bureau chief, and Time maga-
zine, where she covered the 1976 
presidential election.

Barnard students said it 
would be exciting to have 

BY JEREMY BUDD
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It was the path of Sergey 
Brin and Larry Page, Mark 
Zuckerberg and Bill Gates. 
And now, the wave of com-
puter science majors is gain-
ing momentum at Columbia: 
This past year, the number of 
declared computer science ma-
jors jumped 12 percent, reflect-
ing a renewed student interest 
in the discipline.

The number of computer 
science majors has steadily 
increased since 2007, peaking 
this past year with almost 200 
students declaring their major 
as computer science.

It’s not a phenomenon 
unique to Morningside Heights. 
Nationally, the number of ma-
jors in computer science in-
creased by 7.6 percent from 
2009-10, according to data 
from the Computing Research 
Association.

growing interests
The increase is most prev-

alent in introductory class-
es. Professor Adam Cannon, 
who teaches Introduction 
to Computer Science and 
Programming in Java, said that 
he has noticed a sizable increase 
in student enrollment in his 
class over the past few years.

“It’s increased significantly, 
just in the last couple of years—
this year, between the fall and 
spring semester, somewhere 
between 500 and 550 students 
are taking the class,” he said. 
“The numbers have grown just 

in the last year or two.”
Cannon said that students 

are excited about learning 
computer science and that the 
increase has not had any nega-
tive effects on the class.

“The students I’m seeing in 
class are very motivated, which 
is very positive to me,” he said. 
“There’s not much of a differ-
ence between teaching a class 
of 100 and 300 in terms of deliv-
ering material—the difference 
is more TAs and more emails.”

Toni Ma, CC ’12 and teach-
ing assistant for the introduc-
tory computer science course, 
said that she has also no-
ticed increases in the course’s 
enrollment.

“Between the first and sec-
ond semesters, the number of 

TAs jumped from nine to 12,” she 
said. Typically 20 students are 
assigned to each TA, but now the 
number is closer to 25, she said.

Ma, who has been a TA for 
the course twice before, said 
that most of the TAs from pre-
vious semesters stick around 
and new ones are assigned 
when the enrollment jumps.

“It’s fun—a lot of the stu-
dents haven’t done computer 
science before, and it’s cool to 
see them improve over the se-
mester,” she said. “They come 
out able to write code.”

Will Brown, SEAS ’12 and a 
computer science major, said 
he was attracted to the field 
because it synthesized science 
and creativity.

“There are very few fields in 

which you could come up with 
an idea and then sit down and 
make it,” he said. “Then you can 
instantly have it—it’s this awe-
some, creative science.”

Computer science majors are 
required to pursue their degree 
with a specialization in founda-
tions, systems, artificial intelli-
gence, applications, or vision 
and graphics, or in combina-
tion with another field. Brown 
is pursuing his degree on the 
graphics track but recently 
switched from artificial intel-
ligence after taking a graphics 
and simulation course.

“I just switched my track,” 
he said. “If you make something 
with graphics, it’s very easy to 
show it off to your friends. If 
you say, ‘Look at this awesome 

demo of this 3-D gravity simu-
lator,’ it’s satisfying to you, too.”

Logan Donovan, SEAS ’12, 
added that students who are 
not majoring in computer sci-
ence might still be interested 
in using code to design.

“I know tons of people who 
have no interest in comput-
er science, but they want to 
write an iPhone app,” she said. 
“Technology is everywhere 
and computer science is so 
applicable.”

While Columbia students 
have shown increased interest 
in the computer science de-
partment, outside companies 
have as well.

“We have some really great 

BY AVANTIKA KUMAR
Spectator Staff Writer

Administrators at P.S. 165 
are searching for a new prin-
cipal after Brett Gallini, who 
was credited with dramatically 
improving the school, resigned 
last month.

P.S. 165, on 109th Street 
between Broadway and 
Amsterdam Avenue, gained at-
tention when its Department 
of Education ranking soared 
under Gallini’s leadership. But 
Gallini quit on Jan. 13 to help 
start the Neighborhood Charter 
School of Harlem, a new school 
that will open this summer.

Aracelis Castellano, who 
previously served as assistant 
principal, is currently “han-
dling day-to-day things” at the 
school, Esther Friedman, the 
superintendent of Community 
School District 3, said.

Parents said they were pleased 
with Castellano’s leadership so 
far. While Tanya Gonzalez, a sec-
ond-grade parent, acknowledged 
that parents were “shocked” by 
Gallini’s departure, she said 
that she was very happy with 
Castellano’s efforts. 

“She knows the culture of 
this school. She knows the 
community,” Gonzalez said. 
She added, “I don’t think any 
outsider would do a better job 
than she’s doing.”

Juan Ramirez, a parent of a 
kindergartener and a P.S. 165 
graduate, said, “I know her 
for a long time. ... I like the 
program.”

Friedman, who is currently 
listed as the school’s principal 
of record, said she was hope-
ful that an interim principal for 
P.S. 165 would be announced 
within a few weeks.

But the search for a full-
time principal is underway. 
Representatives from both 
the United Federation of 
Teachers and the Council 
of School Supervisors and 
Administrators, as well as at 
least one parent, will be pres-
ent on the initial hiring team. 
Friedman will make the final 
decision, in addition to a re-
view at the central office.

She added that, although 
the process could take a few 
months, it could take even lon-
ger if she decides there is a “lack 
of quality” in the current appli-
cant pool and reopens the pool 
to new applicants. She added 
that Gallini’s time of notice was 
unusually short—usually, for a 
change in principal, there is sev-
eral months’ notice provided.

“I think that a change in 
leadership … you can’t help 
but notice it,” Friedman said. 
“Parents are watchful to see the 
transition.”

But she said that the dis-
trict was trying to make the 
change as seamless as possible 
by keeping parents informed, 
adding that the teachers, who 
remained consistent, have far 
more impact on students’ ex-
perience than principals.

BY AVANTIKA KUMAR
Spectator Staff Writer

A West Harlem secondary 
school once slated for possible 
closure by the Department of 
Education has gotten a second 
chance.

Opportunity Charter School, 
located on 113th Street between 
Frederick Douglass and Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. boulevards, 
was added in November to a 
list of schools at risk of being 
closed by the DOE, along with 
two other West Harlem schools 
on the same block.

But after a public hearing, 
Opportunity was granted a 
two-year renewal of its charter 
in December 2011. According 
to Dean of Students Anthony 
Jones, losing the school—
which was founded in 2004 to 
serve academically struggling 
students and students with 
special needs—would have 
been “a tremendous loss for 
our community.”

“The community as a whole 
deserves this school,” Jones said.

Leo Goldberg, Opportunity 
CEO, said that he was grateful 
for the renewal.  

Inclusion on the list of 
schools to be closed “was obvi-
ously a mistake and we’re very 
happy to have received a two-
year renewal,” Goldberg said. 
“We had 100 percent commit-
ment from staff, students, par-
ents, community, union lead-
ers, and elected officials.”

The Wadleigh Secondary 
School for the Performing 
Arts—on the same block as 
Opportunity—is also slated 
for closure, drawing the ire 
of local residents and politi-
cians. The vote determining 
Wadleigh’s future is scheduled 
for Thursday.

Over 50 percent of students at 
Opportunity receive Individual 

Education Plans for diag-
nosed disabilities. According to 
Goldberg, the remaining stu-
dents “come to us with many 
struggles, and having, for the 
most part, failed to pass state 
math and state reading tests in 
their prior elementary schools.”

Goldberg said that the 
school’s special-needs students 
graduated at double the rate 
of special-needs students city-
wide and, given this success, he 
was “shocked” at the DOE’s ini-
tial decision. He said that the 
DOE had not provided special 
support to the school, and in a 
recent DOE report Opportunity 
had met most school standards.

“All schools should be held 
to high standards, includ-
ing the Opportunity Charter 
School,” Goldberg said. “But 

we believe that the measures 
that are used to judge student 
progress … show that we make 
tremendous progress with the 
most struggling students.”

According to parent coordi-
nator Elise Williams, commu-
nity support was instrumental 
in getting the renewal.

“A lot of parents real-
ize and they recognize that 
Opportunity Charter School is 
not like other charter schools,” 
Williams said.

Williams explained that, 
if a parent couldn’t show up 
for a rally, he or she wrote a 
letter or sent another family 
member instead. This May, 11 
Opportunity parents and nine 
students are planning to at-
tend Advocacy Day, a chance 
for charter school families to 

meet lawmakers in Albany.
“We need to get the 

Opportunity Charter School 
story out there,” Williams said. 
“I think they [parents] recog-
nize that they must fight in or-
der for us to continue on.”

The day of the hearing, the 
school had a rally with student 
cheerleader and band perfor-
mances and speeches from 
parents, students, and offi-
cials, including the founder of 
the Children’s Aid Society and 
the vice president of the United 
Federation of Teachers.

“It was completely evident 
that the Opportunity Charter 
School is a sound and important 
institution serving the needs of 
the Harlem community and the 
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SECOND CHANCE  |  Students at Opportunity Charter School in West Harlem will still be able to 
play basketball after the Department of Education chose to renew its charter.

LILA NEISWANGER FOR SPECTATOR

TECH WIZARDS  |  Computer science students work on an assignment with their teaching assistant. At Columbia, the number of com-
puter science majors has increased by 12 percent over the last year, reflecting a national trend.

“Parents are 
watchful to see the 
transition.”

—Esther Friedman, 
District 3 superintendant
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greater New York City school 
district,” Goldberg said.

But Goldberg acknowl-
edged that Opportunity shares 
its building with both Harlem 
Success Academy and P.S. 
241, and, as Harlem Success 
Academy has expanded, 
Opportunity has lost space for 
student services.

According to Goldberg, 
some classes, including speech 
therapy, had to be moved into 
the hallways because of space 
reallocation.

“We currently have to provide 
some of our special needs ser-
vices in the hallways and out by 
the elevator,” Goldberg said. “It’s 

distracting and it’s noisy.”
The colocation may speak 

to a larger issue. Jones, the 
dean of students, believes that 
Harlem Success Academy has 
infringed on Opportunity’s 
space and that the closure may 
be part of a “political agenda.”

All three West Harlem schools 
recently placed on the closure 
list are co-located with Harlem 
Success Academy branches.

Although Opportunity has 
the largest number of students 
out of the three schools sharing 
the building, it has the small-
est amount of space available, 
Jones said.

Williams agreed that space 
was a problem and that the 
school would have to continue 

fighting to maintain itself.
“I think that our stu-

dents fully see the restraint,” 
Williams said. But she added 
that the teachers and support 
staff “ensure that students get 
the amount of time and the ser-
vices … in the allotted amount 
of space.”

“We do our best, truthfully,” 
Williams said.

Jones acknowledged that 
the school is still struggling but 
said he remains hopeful about 
its future. 

“We have a lot of work to do, 
but I’m pretty optimistic that 
we could get the work done,” 
Jones said.

avantika.kumar 
@columbiaspectator.com

Charter hopeful despite space limitations

professors who run very cool 
labs—our graphics lab fre-
quently consults on movies,” 
Brown said. “Disney couldn’t 
get the hair right for ‘Tangled,’ 
so they called our lab, and we 
worked on it.”

 
programming and 
practicality

Professor Augustin Chain-
treau said that while com-
puter science is engaging and 
rewarding for students, it also 
addresses important, real-
world issues.

“There are new problems—
security, beyond just the real 
tools of building computers,” 
he said. “You have some core, 
fundamental problems that very 
big groups are working on.”

Professor Alfred Aho said 
that even though the number of 
students majoring in computer 
science is increasing, soon-to-
be graduates should not fear: 
The demand for computer sci-
entists and engineers will re-
main high.

“President Obama iterated 
this in his State of the Union 
address, and there are a num-
ber of studies that show there 
will be great shortages,” he 
said. “Being a person who can 
create new ideas and products 
is absolutely essential.”

As a senior, Brown said he’s 
not worried. “The job market 
for CS majors is really, really 
good right now,” he said. “I get 
emails from recruiters maybe 
once a week—if you have comp-
sci skills, it’s easy to find a job 
and they pay very well.”

Donovan agreed. “There’s 
something to be said for hav-
ing a really applicable skill,” 
she said. “If you’re a comput-
er science major, you always 
have a very specific skill you 
can market. Wherever you go, 
you’ll be able to find a job.”

The multifaceted appeal of 
the field pushed Donovan away 
from her original aspiration to be 
a doctor. Had she pursued a pre-
medical curriculum, she said, “I 
realized that I wouldn’t get a job 
until I was 30, and I’m basically 
locked into this one track.”

With computer science, 
Donovan said, her options 
multiply.

“A lot of people in our gen-
eration are not looking to have 
one career, which was common-
place 20 years ago,” she said.

As someone who started 
programming at a young age, 
Donovan pointed out that 
many students discover their 
passions in computer science 
years before college.

“Things like chemical en-
gineering or biomedical engi-
neering may be interesting to 
people, but it’s difficult to get 
exposure to those fields,” she 
said. “Computer science is one of 
those things that you don’t need 
to take classes in to get started.”

 
interdisciplinary 
approach

Despite a national trend of 
increasing numbers of com-
puter science majors, the pro-
gram at Columbia may be 
gaining traction for other rea-
sons. Columbia’s major distin-
guishes itself from other uni-
versities’ because of the Core 
Curriculum’s ability to help 
students learn crucial skills 
in communication, professor 
Kathy McKeowan said.

“One of the advantages that 
you have because of the Core is 
that you have a greater expo-
sure to the humanities, to writ-
ing, to communication,” she 
said. “When you get out into 
the real world, being able to 
write and speak well is some-
thing that employers are really 
looking for.”

McKeowan also said that 
the field of computer science 

is overlapping more with other 
fields, something that the de-
partment considers in determin-
ing its curriculum for students.

“Computer science has be-
come very interdisciplinary, 
and we offer several majors 
that tap into that,” she said. 
“We offer the combined major 
where students can take some 
courses in computer science 
and relate it to another disci-
pline and build a major that 
combines their interests.”

Aho said that students who 
complete his course about pro-
gramming languages and trans-
lators learn valuable skills out-
side of computer science, even 
though they create new pro-
gramming languages during 
the class.

“They’ll say things like, 
‘Project management is a real 
bitch,’” he said. “But in all the 
years I’ve taught this course, no 
team has ever failed to deliver 
a working compiler. It’s a very 
popular course.”

Since being technologically 
literate is quickly becoming 
a prerequisite for many jobs, 
some Columbia students are 
realizing that a background in 
computer science may benefit 
them in other field.

“It’s just a realization by 
students that if you don’t have 
some rooting in information 
and computer science, no mat-
ter what your field of endeavor 
is, you’re not going to be com-
petitive,” Aho said.

McKeowan said that as com-
puters continue to have a larger 
presence in every field, basic 
knowledge can only benefit 
students.

“Even if you’re in another 
area it helps if you have expo-
sure from computer science,” 
she said. “Computer science 
plays a role in pretty much ev-
ery area.”

jeremy.budd 
@columbiaspectator.com

Students turn to computer science

“We try to keep them in 
the loop,” Friedman said. 
“Teachers have a consistent, 
safe, and predictable environ-
ment that they offer to the chil-
dren ... and I believe that they 
are absolutely doing so.”

Lissette Senquiz, a fourth-
grade parent, agreed that the 
teachers and parents have con-
tinued to work hard.

“I see the school is running 
the same way as it’s always 
been,” she said. “The parents 
are always behind the students.”

But Senquiz acknowledged 

that there have been changes, 
at least for her daughter, who 
was used to seeing Gallini 
greeting students and parents 
outside every day.

“She said she misses his 
presence,” Senquiz said.

avantika.kumar 
@columbiaspectator.com

School searches for principal replacement

YAN CONG FOR SPECTATOR

GONE  |  The search is underway to replace Principal Brett Gallini, who brought P.S. 165 to A grades 
from the Department of Education but left last month to head up a new Harlem charter school.

COMP SCI from front page

P.S. 165 from front page

CHARTER from front page
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CRACKING THE CODE  |  In Mudd, students deliberate with teaching assistants over computer 
science problem sets. They represent nearly 200 newly declared computer science majors this year.

Man shot at Grant Houses, recovering in St. Luke’s

A man was shot early 
Saturday morning in front of 
the General Ulysses S. Grant 
Houses, a housing develop-
ment in Manhattanville that 
police have said is one site 
of the violence generated 
by teenage “youth crews” 
in the area.

A Police Department 
spokesperson said that the 
victim, a 21-year-old black 
male, was shot in the right 
leg shortly after midnight 
on Feb. 4. He was taken to 
St. Luke’s Hospital and is in 
stable condition.

There have been no arrests 

in the ongoing investigation.
In September, 18-year-

old basketball star Tayshana 
Murphy was fatally shot in-
side Grant Houses, located 
south of 125th Street between 
Broadway and Amsterdam. 
Murphy’s murder has been 
attributed to an ongoing feud 
between youth crews from 
Grant and the neighbor-
ing Manhattanville Houses, 
north of 126th Street.

The NYPD spokesperson 
was unable to say if the shoot-
ing was related to local youth 
crews.

According to residents 

of the two housing projects, 
the youth crews are made up 
of teenagers around 16 to 17 
years old.

Captain Kevin Williams 
of NYPD’s 28th Precinct said 
in December that visible foot 
and car patrols will increase 
in West Harlem, especially 
around schools, to combat 
the rise in local crime.

“I would like my officers to 
be more attentive,” Williams 
said. “One, it deters crime. 
Two, it makes people feel saf-
er. Three, it’s the right thing 
to do.”

—Jillian Kumagai

NEWS BRIEF

YAN CONG FOR SPECTATOR

GROWING PAINS  |  Administrators at Opportunity Charter School say that their school suffers 
from colocating with two other schools. Despite having the most students, it has the least space.
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home with a win and a loss. 
Brown lost to Princeton 57-45 
on Friday but recovered nicely 
in a tight match against Penn, 
edging the Quakers in overtime, 
59-55. The win brought Brown 
back to .500 in Ivy-League play 
and dropped the Quakers to 1-4 
in the standings. Even though 
the Bears out-rebounded Penn 
59-43 and shot 76 percent from 
the free-throw line, the Quakers 
remained resilient until Brown 
finally put them away after 

regulation. The Bears will play 
on Friday against Columbia.

Penn
Penn (8-11, 1-4 Ivy) was unsuc-

cessful each of its two matchups 
this weekend, falling to both 
Yale and Brown, 72-60 and 59-
55 respectively. The Quakers led 
at the half against the Bulldogs, 
but were victimized by Yale’s 
13-0 run after halftime and nev-
er recovered. Against the Bears, 
Penn saw eight lead changes, a 
disappointing overtime and an 
eventual loss. The Quakers look 

to redeem themselves against 
Harvard on February 10.

Dartmouth
The Big Green (3-16, 1-4 Ivy) 

went 1-1 away from home this 
weekend, winning 59-44 against 
a struggling Columbia squad be-
fore losing to Cornell in a close 
game, 49-45. Dartmouth’s tri-
umph over the Lions marked its 
first Ivy League win this season 
and also ended a 13-game losing 
streak for the team. Dartmouth 
will return home to play league-
leading Princeton on Friday.

athletes is the best way to ac-
complish this goal. The NCAA, 
through the collusion of col-
leges and universities and with 
no representation from the ath-
letes themselves, has imposed 
universal amateur rules on col-
lege athletes across the country. 
No one would think it fair if the 
Ivy League’s policy of provid-
ing no athletic scholarships 
was mandated in every confer-
ence. Yet the NCAA expects us 
to have no problem with the 
imposition of the same rules 
on Kentucky basketball players 
and Wichita State golfers (go … 
Shockers? That’s awkward). I’m 
hardly a fan of Reaganomics, 
but what the NCAA needs is 
some old-fashioned American 
deregulation. Colleges should 
not be required to pay their stu-
dents who play sports, but they 
should also not be prevented 
from doing so.

This solution would allow 
us to preserve the scholarship 
athlete model as well as the 
Ivy League and Division III 
models for the vast majority of 
the country’s true student-ath-
letes. But for those select few 
athletes already on the higher 
level of the pyramid, who cre-
ate billions in revenue that they 
never see, it would represent a 
major step away from exploita-
tion and toward fairness. 

Sam Klug is a Columbia College 
senior majoring in history. He is 

a Spectrum opinion blogger.
sports@columbiaspectator.com

Ancient Eight women’s field begins to spread 
in second full weekend of conference play 

ALYSON GOULDEN/SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RACING TO WIN  |   Dartmouth’s junior guard Faziah Steen posted double figures against the Lions. 

Pay revenue-
producers 
their due

games were international 
games so we were playing dif-
ferent teams from different 
countries who had different 
styles of play, so in that sense it 
was a really good experience.”

Jankova’s experience 
at the Europe Under-20 
Championships after her fresh-
man year helped her cope with 
a frustrating start to her Lions 
career. Upon her arrival in New 
York, Jankova was deemed ineli-
gible to play by a now-rescinded 
NCAA rule. Since an athlete who 
had played on her amateur club 
team had also played profes-
sionally, the NCAA suspended 
Jankova for the first 48 games 
of her college career.

“It was really tough—at first 
I came here and everything was 
fine, and then somehow it came 
out of nowhere that there was 
this big problem,” Jankova said. 
“It was really unexpected, and it 
was tough at the beginning be-
cause I had to sit out six weeks 
with no practice, and I just had 
to watch my teammates practice 
and play.” 

Despite the setback, Jankova 
powered through and maintained 
a positive outlook, according to 
head coach Paul Nixon. 

“She did not do anything 
wrong, but she had a very good at-
titude in serving out the 48-game 
suspension the NCAA ruled she 
had to do and worked very hard in 
practice for us,” Nixon said.

The humorous outlook on life 
that brought her through the sus-
pension also helped her adapt to 
living in the United States. 

“She’s a very funny person,” 
junior guard/forward Tyler 
Simpson said. “She doesn’t talk 

very much, but she’s opened up 
a lot since freshman year, and 
I love being around her. When 
she first got here her English 
was a little shaky, but now she 
loves to tell stories about things 
going on in class and basketball 
and makes jokes with us.”

 Jankova hasn’t complete-
ly assimilated to college play, 
though—she is averaging 1.6 
points and 8.9 minutes of action 
in 10 games so far this season.

 “Agi’s performance this 
season has been much like our 
team’s overall—very inconsis-
tent, particularly on offense,” 
Nixon said. “She has looked 
great on the court at times, and 
other times she’s looked like a 
player who lacks confidence.”

According to Nixon, though, 
Jankova’s statistics don’t fully 
show the potential of a player 
who is strong on both the offen-
sive and defensive ends.

 “We as a coaching staff have 
great confidence in her ability to 
help us for the rest of this season 
and next year because she can 
score in a variety of ways, and 
she can defend both in the post 
and on the perimeter,” Nixon 
said. “If Agi can ever accept how 
good a player she has the poten-
tial to be, and not play timid and 
passive, she will really make an 
impact for us.”

“She will really make 
an impact for us.”

—Paul Nixon

head basketball coach

Jankova hopes to make the 
most of her playing time 

PHOTO COURTESY OF GO COLUMBIA LIONS

FIRST START  |  Jankova looks 
to compete in her first full Ivy 
season after suspension. 

You won’t see any 
money now, but 
hey, don’t you want 
to be a pro? This is 
what the pros do.

ATL from back page

KLUG from back page

JANKOVA from back page

Abramson at commence-
ment, especially as a woman 
who has reached the pinnacle 
of her profession.

“I think it will be interesting 
to hear what she has to say about 
being a young woman in the city 
and how to make it all the way 
to the top,” Ellen Watkins, BC 
’14, said. “Because she’s really at 
the top.”

Emma Goidel, BC ’12, was not 
familiar with Abramson before 
receiving the email announcing 
her as commencement speaker. 
But Goidel said she liked what 
she read about her.

“I’m excited. I’m glad that 
it’s someone who is successful 
but is not a celebrity, and I think 
that’s a job a lot of Barnard stu-
dents might aspire to,” Goidel 
said. “Hearing her thoughts 
about how to move through a 

career path as a woman in New 
York is probably going to be in-
teresting. I think she’ll be really 
inspiring.”

“I’m sure there’s so many 
women here who feel, ‘That’s 
the job I want,’ and to see her 
speak and get her advice, that 
will be really special,” Goidel 
added.

Natalie Jung, BC ’14, said that 
getting the Times’ top editor as 
a commencement speaker was 
impressive.

“The New York Times gets 
read by all of America and all of 
the world, really, so if she’s the 
principal editor it’s showing 
women of power,” Jung said. “It 
says a lot for Barnard that she 
accepted the invitation.”

At the May 14 commence-
ment ceremony, Abramson 
will receive the Barnard Medal 
of Distinction, as will Barnard 
chemistry professor Sally 
Chapman, CARE USA presi-
dent Helene Gayle, BC ’76, and 
Freedom to Marry founder Evan 
Wolfson.

Abramson’s mother, Dovie 
Abramson, graduated from 
Barnard in 1939. Abramson, a 
New York native, went to high 
school in the Bronx and earned 
her B.A. from Harvard in 1976.

Last year, Facebook’s Chief 
Operating Officer Sheryl 
Sandberg was Barnard’s com-
mencement speaker.

news@columbiaspectator.com

BC students impressed by Abramson, 
speaker choice

ABRAMSON 
from front page

“It says a lot for 
Barnard that she 
accepted the 
invitation.”

—Natalie Jung, BC ’14
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It’s only the third week of school, 
but the daily grind is already all too 

normal for us. Gone are the days of first 
classes, when there was a chance the 
professor would just hand out the syl-
labus, introduce the class briefly, and let 
you leave. No, now things have gotten 
real, at an alarmingly rapid rate. As a 
consequence, the libraries are starting to 
fill once more with all types of studiers, 
from the earnest to the desperate. The 
halls of Butler echo with the sounds of 
students talking about how much work 
they have to get done and how little they 
have slept. As Maren Killackey hilari-
ously illustrated in her op-ed last week (“Think away the 
stress,” Feb. 1) these conversations have a tendency to 
become competitive rather quickly. They’re tinged with an 
odd sort of pride and triumph—no one would converse like 
this were there not a feeling that staying up all night or hav-
ing a multiplicity of problem sets is an accomplishment.

This strange sort of rationale seems to infect our con-
versations at Columbia, leading us to engage in something 
I call the “complain-brag,” where things like lack of sleep 
or too much work are whined about in a strangely self-con-
gratulatory way. These things are unpleasant and awful, but 
we treat them like awards or accolades. Why do we do this? 
Logically speaking, we know that not sleeping is really not 
something to brag about. 

Maybe it’s a symptom of our status as high achievers. 
Whenever we have any sort of accomplishment, no mat-
ter how unpleasant it was to attain it, we naturally want 
to brag about it. But I think it goes deeper than that. It’s 
not so much that we brag about losing sleep because it 
led us to write an excellent paper. It’s the sleeplessness 
itself that we treat as an achievement, the bags under our 
eyes like some perverse badge of honor. I believe the real 
reason we complain-brag is because there’s an unspoken 
assumption among Columbians that the more stressed 
we are or the harder we push ourselves, the better we are 
as students and the more we’ve done. We complain-brag 
about our stress because we feel it proves we’ve earned 
our right to be here. We’re competing with each other, all 

secretly wondering how we can be any good as students 
when everybody’s so much more stressed than we are.

But this line of thinking isn’t based on fact. The incred-
ible variation in people’s schedules, majors, and ways of 
doing work renders it meaningless. I’m an English major—
which means that my important stress-inducing assign-
ments are usually spread out over the semester with nice 
amounts of buffer time in between. In contrast to that, my 
engineering friends seem to have large assignments due ev-
ery other day. Students with internships or work-study jobs 
have less time to get everything done than those of us who 
are simply taking classes. Extracurriculars throw everyone 
for a loop from time to time, and some days are more pro-
ductive than others. The bottom line is that it’s impossible 
to tell how much work anyone is doing based on stress lev-
els alone. Are they taking six classes, or did they just forget 
about the paper until the night before it was due? There are 
way too many variables for stress to be an accurate mea-
surement of how well we’re doing as students.

But beyond all that, it’s unhealthy. Working ourselves 
into the ground may make us feel better about ourselves, 
but it will quickly lead to burnout, frustration, anxiety, 
and poor health. This idea that the more stressed we are, 
the better we are as students puts too much emphasis on 
pushing ourselves in ways that aren’t good for us. It leads 
us to neglect our physical well-being, our friends, and 
the non-school things that we love doing. It also encour-
ages the cutthroat atmosphere that makes Columbia 
feel like a hostile place. The unspoken competition for 
“most stressed” (read: best student), as manifested in the 
complain-brag, pulls us apart and pits us one against the 
other, making it even harder to create the community 
that we wish we had. 

This semester, instead of complain-bragging and wor-
rying whether we’re working as hard as everyone else, let’s 
come together and support each other when things get 
rough. Maybe instead of one-upmanship, we’d hear encour-
agement in conversations at Butler instead. Now that’s some-
thing that would make me want to study there more often.

Kathryn Brill is a Barnard College junior majoring in English. 
She is a member of the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. We 

Should Talk runs alternate Tuesdays.

Stop the complain-brag

Going by the admissions statistics for 
the class of 2014, roughly 17 per-

cent of our undergraduate population 
is either international or was schooled 
outside of the United States. Fifty-seven 
percent of undergraduates represent-
ing over 50 countries self-identify as 
students of color. In the language of 
tortured metaphor, Columbia is the 
umbrella under which a good number 
of peoples come to rest. Yet, having 
made it into Morningside Heights, our 
differences evaporate; as our experiences dovetail, we 
end up as Columbians who say some funny shit (“Shit 
Columbians Say,” Jan. 29). But what does this mean?

Part of being a Columbian—or a member of any 
community—involves embedding ourselves within an 
institution’s mythos. You have an answer to the ques-
tion: Reference Room or 209? Harmony’s just too far 
away. Westside, too, is too far away. You can’t go with 
someone on a Starbucks run—too far away. You’re 
SEAS and unable to study abroad. You’re CC and need 
a higher printing quota. 

The wonderful thing about the Columbia narra-
tive is its commonality: as with the Core Curriculum, 
there’s a shared body of knowledge that connects you 
and me. We encode our belonging with acronyms, ab-
breviations, and slang. Wherever we may have come 
from, after a year or two, we end up speaking the same 
language. That unity in diversity is marvelous, but it 
operates under the assumption that even if we don’t 
come from the same place, we’re all moving in the 
same direction. 

Accordingly, the nonresident alien living under 

Columbia’s auspices is ostensibly welcomed into a world 
of shared opportunity. Academic success, social assimi-
lation, access to internships, and networks and happi-
ness—all of Columbia’s resources are open to everyone. 
All Columbians are equal. This is the Columbia bubble. 
The dangerous extension of this bubble is this: because all 
Columbians are equal, all Columbians are the same. 

This is not to say that diversity is dismissed on 
campus. Far from it: divergences—whether in opin-
ion, creed, color, life experience or otherwise—are 
what make our interactions valuable. It is, however, 
easy for “diversity” to become just another word in the 
Columbian dictionary. Outside of our generally ho-
mogeneous religio-ethno-cultural club groups, we are 
beyond diversity now. 

As an international student, I am often presented 
with a choice between either highlighting my alienness 
or concealing it. This is not an easy choice. Not be-
ing American, I don’t belong to the common cultural 
backdrop and am furthermore not obliged to buy into 
it. I keep my British English, thus driving my editors 
mad as they delete my u’s and revert my s’s to z’s. But 
to some extent, downplaying my foreignness is a nec-
essary coping mechanism for studying here. It’s easy, 
however, to go too far in the opposite direction and 
displace myself from my own culture.

The desire to identify as “Columbian” instead of 
“alien” should not be underestimated. It’s easy for us 
to buy into stereotypes of diversity. It’s easy to go from 
being “Singaporean-Chinese” to being “Asian.” Then, 
from “Asian” to being mistaken for an “Asian-American.” 
Then from “Asian-American” to “Columbian” as I lose 
the energy and will to correct classmates’, profes-
sors’, and coworkers’ misconceptions. It’s easier to be 
Columbian—sans race, ethnicity, color—than to have to 
think, over and over again, about how different you are 
from the American next to you, assuming (of course) 
that “American” is a unitary concept.

Whether American or alien, many of us come from 
more than one place. After four short years, many of us 
will go in different directions. Having to think actively 
about the deep divisions within ourselves—those areas 
where no common understanding can prevail—is emo-
tionally exhausting. It’s hard to communicate differ-
ences, but we should never shy away from that difficult 
task. We are not our universities or our majors or our 
class years. The diversity of Columbia’s student body, 
arguably its greatest asset, can persist only if we break 
out of the bubble.

Po Linn Chia is a Columbia College junior majoring in 
East Asian studies. She is chief of staff for CMUNNY 
and a member of the Global Recruitment Committee. 
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The desire to identify as “Columbian” 
instead of “alien” should not be 
underestimated. 

BY HILARY MOGUL

At a meeting for an activist group I participate in, we 
had to go around the circle introducing ourselves. “Hi, my 
name is Mark, CC junior, studying international politics.” 
“Hey, I’m Laura, Barnard sophomore, studying linguis-
tics.” Everyone nods along, instantly forgetting the name 
they just heard. Then their eyes fall on me: “Hi guys, my 
name’s Hilary, SEAS freshman, studying electrical engi-
neering.” Now, not only are eyes fixated on me, but mouths 
are agape. “Really? You’re a SEAS kid?” one asks.  

Once more, I’ll say, “Yeah. Really. I’m a SEAS kid.”
The SEAS kid archetype. More jokes are made about 

us than about the Barnard women, but they are less-
addressed and protested. There’s this expectation that 
every engineering student fits a certain model of the 
engineering student who only attends preprofessional 
clubs and is considered “nerdy.”   

Is it that entirely unbelievable that someone like me 
could perhaps be interested in something besides get-
ting a job? Maybe I’m someone who is not up all night 
working on a Java program, but on a University Writing 
piece I really care about, or stage-managing a musical.

Before my junior year of high school, my career goals 

included being a film critic, a novelist, a musician, and 
a Latin teacher. Then, when I took physics and calcu-
lus in high school, it became clear my career path was 
engineering. Some confusion and dull pangs of anger 
came upon me when, after complaining about how my 
schedule didn’t allow me to take Lit Hum, my friends 
would say: “Wow, SEAS kids can read?” 

Of course it’s just a joke. But the joke implies that 
there is this consensus among non-SEAS students that 
engineers are not interested in the humanities. They 
seem to forget that many of us have other uses for our 
brains. They find it completely irrational that we could 
have an interest in anything besides the applied sciences.

Sometimes, the jokes are funny, though in small doses. 
I know that I have left a few of the many informal debates 

that occur in my floor lounge in good humor by saying, 
“What do I know, I’m just a SEAS kid, and I need to go 
program a text-based poker game. See you guys.” Yes, we 
do have a huge workload that we can lose ourselves in, 
but we’re not alone in that respect.

Premed students and other non-SEAS science majors 
have just as many requirements, but they get little of the 
flak directed at SEAS students. They take the dreaded 
organic chemistry exam that brings the marching band 
into the library right before finals. I have premed friends 
in CC who pull so many all-nighters that I worry whether 
they are getting enough REM sleep. I happen to see CC 
physics majors in many of my classes. And when we at-
tend club events together, they get no questions; no one 
wonders what they are doing out of lab.  

However, what makes the least sense to me, and vexes 
me the most, is when people are shocked to see an engi-
neering student in an activist club. 

We’re not just walking, talking TI-89s. Surprisingly 
enough, we have lives outside of the library that don’t 
have to do with Matlab. A little less shock when some-
one who takes Gateway instead of Lit Hum happens to 
be active in the Columbia Democrats would be greatly 
appreciated. All it takes is the understanding that we are 
people with many dimensions to our lives. 

Hilary Mogul is a School of Engineering and Applied 
Science first-year.

Reassessing engineers

There’s this expectation that every 
engineering student fits a certain 
ideal of the engineering student who 
only attends pre-professional clubs 
and is “nerdy.”  
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BERKSHIRE SKI RENTAL 
Looking for comfy style farmhouse in 
Egremont, MA near ski slopes But-
ternut and Catamount? 3 BR house 
with large dining room, kitchen, living 
room (brick fireplace), 2 baths. Near 
French Park, dog run. 5 miles from 
Great Barrington. Avail Dec-March, 
by month or season. $1000/mo plus 
heating. Contact Phyllis at  (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com 

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 
and Occupational Therapy services 
available for adults and children in 
English, Spanish, and Hindi. (212) 
430-6800.care@OpenLinesNY.com.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

 
FASHION BRAND REPS WANTED! 
Promote a leading fashion retailer by 
hosting events on campus! Email: 
SofiaL@mryouth.com info.
$5K OF VENTURE CAPITALISM for 
students by students. We are looking 
to provide seed capital for college start-
ups. Constantly looking for progam-
mers/web designers for hire. Email 
us at VecaVentures@gmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discreet evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

WOMAN THERAPIST, PhD
With 18 years of experience. Sensitive 
to cross-cultural issues, offers treat-
ment for anxiety, depression, gender 
and relational issues. Sliding scale. 
Free consultation. Psychology Today. 
Near CU campus. csiliver@brooklyn. 
cuny.edu

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com 

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $399K, $918 maint. 
Neil (646) 373-5545.
$700—1 BR IN 3 BR APT. Male pho-
tography students roommates. 140 St 
& B’way. Call evenings tor text (917) 
902-7954.

7 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE
$355K for 4 BRs, 1 bath co-op on 136 
St betw Riverside & B’way. The apt 
is spacious and provides charming 
accommodations. 10 ft high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, laundry in basement. 
Close to public transp, CU and Riv-
erbank Park. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To view, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

5 BR CO-OP FOR SALE
$269K for a 5 BR co-op apt in elev 
bldg on St Nicholas Ave & 133 St 
facing St Nicholas Park/City College. 
The unit has high ceilings, but re-
quires TLC. Income restrictions ap-
ply. To vew, please call Brian (212) 
831-1368 or email to brianresales@
gmail.com

5 BR CO-OP FOR SALE
$170K for 2 BR co-op apt located on 
160 St betw B’way and Amsterdam. 
Hardwood floors and spacious lay-
out. Close to public transp. Income 
restrictions apply. To vew, please call 
Brian (212) 831-1368 or email to bri-
anresales@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY DAVID FROOMKIN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

In the world of higher education, cutthroat 
competition isn’t only limited to the application 
process. D.B. Gilles’ new play, “Inadmissible,” an 
off-off-Broadway production at the Canal Park 
Playhouse, presents the politics behind the uni-
versity admissions process from the perspectives 
of professors on the admissions committee. 

Consistently dramatic and darkly funny, 
the production presents a highly entertaining 
glimpse into the perversity of the admissions 
process and the professors behind it.

Charise Greene, an adjunct lecturer at the 
Barnard and Columbia theater department, stars 
as a young adjunct professor. The cast of three 
succeeds in portraying the realism of the play, 
without sacrificing the comedy. The actors time 
each joke perfectly and the theater’s intimate 
space provides the perfect setting for facilitating 
the audience’s connection with the characters. 

The play is ideally cast. The actors’ fully-
formed characters are familiar and charming, 
and they play off each other wonderfully.

Elaine, played by Kathryn Kates, is the ag-
ing and hard-driving graduate admissions com-
mittee chair of the performing arts department 
at the fictional Piedmont University of San 
Francisco. Kates gives a strong performance, 
capturing and reveling in Elaine’s toughness and 
dynamism. Kates is at once ruthlessly calculating 
and compelling.

Martin, another tenured professor in the de-
partment, joins her on the committee. Richard 
Hoehler’s Martin brings the bitter sarcasm 
of middle age to the stage. Hoehler plays up 
Martin’s theatricality to just the right level, 
never quite verging on caricature, and tempers 
it with a keen recognition of the character’s cun-
ning and intellect. His air of self-deprecating 
resignation makes Martin a surprisingly sym-
pathetic character.

When one of their colleagues suddenly falls 
ill during the last few days of the decisions pro-
cess, Elaine and Martin must quickly find a re-
placement for him, as the committee needs three 
members. After a lengthy discussion about pos-
sible candidates (one is “too pushy,” another “too 
fat”), they settle on Joanna, played by Greene.

Joanna is a young adjunct professor in the de-
partment, still bright-eyed with enthusiasm, in stark 
contrast to Martin’s nonchalant ennui. Greene seems 
to bring her experience at Barnard to the role, giving 
a highly compelling and convincing performance, 
with a nuanced juxtaposition of Joanna’s strength 
and seeming frailty. Greene reveals Joanna’s combi-
nation of disillusionment and courage progressively, 
giving the character a convincing and delightful 
development through the play.

Elaine and Martin reveal that this year’s se-
lection process particularly important, as they 
want Piedmont’s 13th- or 14th-ranked department 
to break into the top 10. The audience quickly 
discovers, however, that Martin and Elaine are 
pushing hidden agendas. The retiring Elaine’s 
reputation is in jeopardy after a recent drop 
in fund-raising, and she wants to “go out with 
a bang.” Martin, who has been passed over for 

BY JULIEN HAWTHORNE
Columbia Daily Spectator 

On a Friday evening, in a cool artist’s studio 
on the fifth floor of Dodge Hall, a nude wom-
an, arms folded and head turned slightly to the 
right, sits on a white platform beside a bouquet 
of brightly colored flowers. The room is quiet, 
with the exception of a Radiohead song play-
ing softly in the background and the sound of 
charcoal gently grazing the sketchbooks of the 
artists surrounding the platform.

This is one of the weekly figure-drawing 
sessions, offered Friday nights and Saturday 

mornings, and the core of the Artist Society. 
The Artist Society, founded in January 2006 by 
a group of undergraduate students, aims to of-
fer visual artists both from the University and 
the city the opportunity to foster their craft in 
a peaceful, low-stress environment. 

The club also cosponsors student exhibits 
with Postcrypt Art Gallery and offers larger out-
door figure drawing sessions like “Models on the 
Sundial” during the spring.

Many who attend the figure-drawing ses-
sions are not students but other University 

BY CAROLINE CHEN
Columbia Daily Spectator 

How does a grassroots revolution come into 
being? What would motivate someone to com-
mit his or her life to revolution? Activist David 
Gilbert, CC ’66, answers these questions in his 
new memoir, “Love and Struggle: My Life in 
SDS, the Weather Underground, and Beyond.” 

Gilbert, who helped organize the 1968 pro-
tests and founded the Columbia chapter of 
Students for a Democratic Society, was sen-
tenced to life in prison for his 1981 attempted 
robbery of a Brink’s armored truck. 

Reflecting upon his experiences as a revo-
lutionary both at Columbia and after, Gilbert 
wrote his memoir in prison with encouragement 
from his son Chesa and as a response to the is-
sues raised by a new generation of activists.

But his involvement in the socially and po-
litically turbulent protests of 1968 as a student 
at Columbia is only mentioned briefly in his 
autobiography. Instead, he focuses on his life 
as an activist post-graduation, describing his 
work in the anti-Vietnam war and civil-rights 
movements.

Gilbert structures his memoir thematically,  
ranging from the sectionalism of the Weather 
Underground organization, a radical faction of 
SDS formed in 1969, to the percieved gender 
discrimination within SDS. Each theme con-
nects to a specific narrative moment in Gilbert’s 
personal history, and through his deep criticisms 
and reflections, he expounds upon the organi-
zation’s mistakes and conflicts that impeded its 
collective goal of fighting oppression.

Although Gilbert’s book is categorized as a 
memoir, it reads more like an analysis of his own 
political socialization and his transformation 
into a revolutionary, independent of an auto-
biographical time line. 

It is not meant to be narrative page-turner, but 
an informative and sincerely thoughtful perspec-
tive on a tumultuous period of American history.

The most illuminating excerpts of Gilbert’s 
book lie in his assessments of how his own ego 
impeded his activism.

Gilbert admits to the “ways I had undercut 

[women’s] strengths and contributions as revolu-
tionaries, the ways I had stunted my own growth 
by not learning more from women.” In his admis-
sion of his underlying sense of male superiority, 
he renders an honest picture of the internal issues 
of the activist atmosphere of his time.

In pointing out the divisional problems of 
Weather Underground, he writes: “We way 
overemphasized the role of individual genius 
… and we forgot the core value of revolutionary 
humility.”

In the end, Gilbert speaks with humility 
through his confessional analyses and demon-
strates the necessity of collective spirit for mod-
ern activism.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

Imprisoned CU alum, renowned 
activist pens evocative memoir

BY KATY TONG
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In an age where popularity is measured by 
page views and virtual subscribers, Graydon 
Sheppard has quickly risen though the ranks. 
Cocreator of “Shit Girls Say,” the popular Twitter 
feed and YouTube video series, Sheppard finds 
inspiration in mundane but devilishly funny girl-
isms—one-liners like “Twinsies!” and “Get these 
chips away from me.”

The Toronto-based filmmaker, photographer, 
and, most recently, funnyman, studied at the 
MFA film program at Columbia’s School of the 
Arts from September 2009 to May 2010. “And 
then I ran out of money,” he said, laughing. “So 
that’s why I left. It’s hard to get funding to go 
to school in the U.S. from Canada.”

Sheppard said that while he would have loved 

to have completed his degree, he wouldn’t have life 
any other way in light of his recent Internet success.

The idea behind the Twitter account oc-
curred to him and his boyfriend Kyle Humphrey 
spontaneously. “We were sitting around one day 
watching TV or something and one of us said, 
‘Can you pass me that blanket,’ and it kind of 
struck us as something a girl would say.”

 They started tweeting in April 2011, and 
within a day or two, had accumulated over 200 
tweets. Now, the first installment of “Shit Girls 
Say” has 14 million views. 

While their spitfire aphorisms are far from 
politically correct, the sayings are colored by a 
reality that is stranger than fiction. “We started 
thinking about the complexities and layers of 
what might be said and what might be funny 
about it, and we tried to go beyond things like, 
‘My butt looks fat in these jeans,’ and those kinds 
of clichéd jokes.”

Much of that knack for complex observation-
al humor is rooted in his and Kyle’s relation-
ships with the women in their lives. “We grew 
up around strong women, with single mothers 
and sisters and grandmothers and aunts, and 
our ears were tuned to these things,” Sheppard 
added. “It just dawned on us that there was 
something funny in that.” 

His intention, though, is not to tell specific stories, 
but rather to document “what people say en masse.”

Not surprisingly, Sheppard admits that most 
of the comedians he looks up to are women, par-
ticularly those who are “unapologetic and will-
ful and strong and funny.” 

He also prefers comedy with strong female 
leads, and takes inspiration from sitcoms like 
“Strangers With Candy” and “Nighty Night.”

Out of a desire both to direct and perform—and 

The man behind YouTube sensation ‘Shit Girls Say’ 

PHOTO STILLS COURTESY OF GRAYDON SHEPPARD 

“TWINSIES”  |  Graydon Sheppard’s YouTube series quickly got views by playing off of common stereotypes and popular phrases and clichés.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PM PRESS

IN ACTION  |  Controversial activist and inmate 
David Gilbert’s new memoir examines modern 
politics and revolutionary movements. 
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‘Inadmissible’ a 
successful satire on 
university dynamics

Sketching sessions draw diverse crowd 

CHABLI BRAVO / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ART OASIS  |  Students and other Columbia affiliates can sketch for free with the Artist Society at 
Dodge Hall every Friday and Saturday, or engage in other events like “Models on the Sundial.”

SEE INADMISSIBLE, page 7 SEE SHEPPARD, page 7

SEE SOCIETY, page 7



with past drag experience to 
boot—he shot and cut three 
videos in December, featuring 
cameos from actress and singer 
Juliette Lewis. Sheppard still 
has a fourth video in the works.

As the YouTube uploads ac-
quire Internet meme status, 
copycats in the style of the origi-
nal videos crop up daily—includ-
ing Spectator’s “Shit Columbians 
Say”—slicing and cataloguing 
the online and offline popu-
lations one video at a time. 
“It’s nothing but flattering,” 

Sheppard said. “We haven’t seen 
them all, obviously, but some of 
them are quite good. The way 
the Internet works, I think it’s 
really exciting to have.” 

Out of those viewed, he 
finds “Shit Monks Say” and 
“Shit Nobody Says” to be par-
ticularly clever.

Beyond the world of “Shit X 
Says,” Sheppard designed the 
album art for Feist’s most re-
cent release, “Metals,” and has 
directed selected music videos 
and short films. 

But rather than detaching 
his side projects from his more 

serious work, Sheppard remains 
optimistic that he can integrate 
his visual skills and past experi-
ence as a filmmaker into comedy. 

“This opens up so many 
doors for me,” he said. “I’ve al-
ways wanted to do comedy, and 
I didn’t know if I was allowed, 
I guess you could say.”

Despite his self-pro-
claimed “freedom to be funny,” 
Sheppard hesitated before re-
plying when asked to say some-
thing representative of the typi-
cal Columbia student.

“I don’t go below 96th.” 
arts@columbiaspectator.com

affiliates who want to relax 
and hone their technique. Scott 
Jefferson, a swim instructor 
at Dodge Fitness Center, says 
that though he has been to 
other figure-drawing sessions, 
the Artist Society sessions are 
his favorite. “The sessions are 
quite relaxing, very mellow, 
non-competitive and pleasant,” 
he said. 

“I think it’s a great way for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students to come together and 
speak and have some kind of 
communication,” said Artist 
Society president Amy Chen, 
SEAS ’13. “If you’re interested 
in talking to people and social-
izing you can do that, but there 
are also people that come every 

week and don’t say a word and 
just draw.”

The Artist Society has no 
official membership process 
and has no studio or mate-
rial fees. Instead, it compris-
es some 200 unofficial mem-
bers, drawn from all corners 
of Morningside Heights. The 
club invites participants at all 
levels of artistic experience. 
Those without experience, 
or spending money, can help 
themselves to the communal 
pastels, charcoal, and paper, 
next to the communal cookies 
up for grabs.

Visual artists at Columbia 
have few outlets for their cre-
ative pursuits outside of the 
classroom. The Artist Society 
is one of the three undergrad-
uate arts organizations on the 

Columbia campus, along with 
Postcrypt Gallery, which fo-
cuses primarily on curating 
works of art, and the Columbia 
University Photography 
Society.

The Artist Society provides 
a much-needed space for peo-
ple who value drawing as a 
necessary part of their lives. 
“When I was in high school 
I was really involved with 
art,” vice president Christine 
Hsu, BC ’13, said. “So when I 
came to college, it was a little 
bit of a shock at first. When 
I went to my first Friday 
night session it was amazing. 
College-life-changing.”

The Artist Society meets 
Fridays from 6-8 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10-12 a.m. 

arts@columbiaspectator.com

BY EMMA STEIN
Spectator Staff Writer 

First there was CU Couture, 
then there was Hoot, and now 
there is Styleta, Columbia’s 
newest fashion-philanthropy 
club. The group, a branch of a 
larger organization founded at 
Harvard, came to campus last 
spring and is already giving 
new members the chance to 
work with fashion companies.

The organization was start-
ed when Columbia founder 
Bora Kim, SEAS ’13, read about 
Styleta’s efforts to establish a 
chapter at Columbia in a week-
ly email from the Columbia 
Women’s Business Society. “I 
was really interested because 
in high school I was involved 
in fashion … but I found myself 
not having enough time in col-
lege, but then this opportunity 
came along. I thought it would 
be the perfect opportunity for 
me to mix philanthropy with my 
interest in fashion,” Kim said.

Styleta aims to promote 
philanthropy through the lens 
of fashion by hosting fashion 
shows as well as clothing drives 
where students donate or resell 
clothing with proceeds going to 
a philanthropic organization of 
the club’s choice. 

During its first semester, 
the group hosted a successful 
kickoff event downtown, “Style 
Fusion on the Runway,” which 
sold out front-row tickets. 
Clothing was donated by a va-
riety of designers and retailers, 

including the popular shop-
ping site Shopbop. The show 
raised $1,189 for charity: water, 
an organization that seeks to 
provide clean drinking water 
to those without access. This 
year Styleta want to bring the 
focus back to Columbia.

Last semester, the club held 
a clothing drive at Columbia. 
Members placed bins through-
out dorms and sorority houses. 

Most collected clothes were 
donated to the Salvation Army, 
though some will be used in 
Styleta’s runway show and sale 
this term.

Elizabeth Sciortino, SEAS 
’13 and campus codirector with 
Kim, said that the first event 

for this semester will be a trunk 
show in which Styleta will sell 
clothing from the clothing 
drive as well as clothing do-
nated by a number of design-
ers and boutiques.

Aside from the trunk show, 
the directors hope to host an-
other runway event—this time 
closer to campus. 

“Time and resources per-
mitting, we will also have a 
fashion show displaying se-
lected pieces—everything is on 
sale after the show and we’re 
hoping to generate interest in 
the club from students as well 
as from local boutiques, de-
signers, bloggers while raising 
money,” Sciortino said.

The money they raise this 
term will go to the NYC-based 
Council of Fashion Designers 
of America, which raises mon-
ey for causes such as breast 
cancer research. The collabo-
ration with the NYC fashion in-
dustry is another key feature of 
the club. 

Kim recounted what the 
business director of the CFDA 
told her in a meeting last 
year: The CFDA, she said, 
mostly looks to “FIT [Fashion 
Institute of Technology] and 
Parsons [The New School for 
Design] for interns and they 
say they’ve never looked to 
Columbia, which is why I 
think it’s great we’ve contact-
ed them and shown them we 
have a lot of students involved 
in fashion.”

arts@columbiaspectator.com

promotion, wants to impress 
the dean in order to secure the 
position after Elaine retires.

Unfortunately, Joanna, who 
wants desperately to secure a 
full-time teaching job, is in a 
vulnerable position. 

Her colleagues, thinking 
they can easily manipulate her, 
try both bribery and blackmail 
to convince Joanna to expedite 
the admissions process. 

To make matters worse, she 

discovers that a particularly tal-
ented applicant is unlikely to be 
admitted. Joanna, torn between 
her career and her commitment 
to excellence, has to decide 
whether or not to support her 
colleagues’ machinations.

The play uses this situa-
tion to raise pressing questions 
about the impact of personal 
connections and diversity in 
admissions, and to satirize the 
academics whose ulterior mo-
tives get in the way of their pro-
fessional responsibilities. 

The subject matter is high-
ly relevant to anyone who has 
faced the anxious and harrow-
ing university admissions pro-
cess, and the play’s treatment 
of its subject is both engross-
ing and cathartic. The play ac-
complishes its task elegantly 
and entertainingly, remaining 
highly satisfying from begin-
ning to end. And the play goes 
out with a bang.

“Inadmissible” runs until Feb. 
18 at the Canal Park Playhouse.

arts@columbiaspectator.com

New club Styleta ties philanthropy, 
fashion with fundraising initiatives

‘Shit Girls Say’ creator explains inspiration

“I was really inter-
ested because in 
high school I was 
involved in fash-
ion … but I found 
myself not having 
enough time in col-
lege, but then this 
opportunity came 
along.”

—Bora Kim, SEAS ’13

Artists and newcomers welcome at Society

Compelling cast of ‘Inadmissible’ delivers
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IN STYLE  |  Styleta campus directors Bora Kim and Liz Sciortino, both SEAS ’13, try to bring phil-
anthropic values to the fashion world, holding fashion shows and clothing drives. 

PHOTO STILLS COURTESY OF GRAYDON SHEPPARD 

“I KNOW RIGHT?”  |  To make the popular series work, Grayson Sheppard and boyfriend Kyle 
Humphrey drew on past experience and their friends and family to develop the taglines.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM BALDASSARE

MAKING THE CUT  |  The stars of “Inadmissible” bring strong performances and a wonderful 
script to a complicated yet familiar process for Columbia students: university admissions. 

SOCIETY from page 6

SHEPPARD from page 6

INADMISSIBLE from page 6



BY MELISSA CHEUNG
Spectator Staff Writer

In the Ancient Eight’s second full 
weekend of Ivy League play, Princeton 
continued its domination in the stand-
ings despite three weeks 
of inactivity, while Yale 
missed a golden oppor-
tunity to take control of 
first place. Harvard went 
undefeated, and Cornell, 
Brown, and Dartmouth 
each posted both a win 
and a loss. With under 10 games left in the 
season, the race for the Ivy League title is 
shaping up to be tighter than expected.

Princeton
The Tigers (15-4, 5-0 Ivy) played and 

won two games at home this weekend, 

extending their outstanding win streak 
to eight and maintaining their position 
atop the Ivy League. Princeton’s first 
win came on Friday over the Bears, 57-
45, after it returned from a three-weak 
break. Princeton had difficulties finding 
its offensive rhythm early on, but Brown 
failed to capitalize on the home team’s 
slow start. The Bears managed only one 
lead in the game. Princeton followed 
with another win over Yale, defiantly 
pounding the Bulldogs 72-47 in a bat-
tle for first place in the standings. The 
Tigers will be back in action on Friday, 
when they play Dartmouth in Hanover.

Harvard
Harvard (11-8, 4-1 Ivy) added to its 

three-game win streak this weekend, 
going 2-0 on the road. The Crimson 
posted similar scores in both games, de-
feating the Big Red 67-57, and the Lions 

68-56. Harvard’s win over Columbia 
marked the fifth straight win on the 
road for the Crimson. Harvard also set a 
program record that night, going 21-for-
21 at the free throw line. It will return 
home to face Penn on Feb. 10.

Yale
The Bulldogs (12-8, 4-2 Ivy) will re-

member this weekend as their first op-
portunity to snag the No. 1 ranking in 
the Ivy League this season and as their 
first missed opportunity. Although they 
notched a 72-60 win against Penn on 
Friday, the Bulldogs were no match for 
a relentless Princeton team the next 
day. This cost both first place in the Ivy 
League and head coach Chris Gobrecht’s 
500th career win. The Bulldogs were 
out-rebounded 61-30, made just two of 
15 three-point attempts, and shot just 17-
for-68 overall from the field. Yale looks to 

bounce back from its poor performance 
this Friday against Cornell.

Cornell
The Big Red (9-10, 3-2 Ivy) went 1-1 

this weekend, losing to Harvard 67-57, 
and winning a defensive game against 
Dartmouth, 49-45. The Big Red was 
boosted by a stellar performance from 
sophomore guard Allyson DiMagno, 
who contributed 16 points and 13 re-
bounds for her third double-double of 
the season. Cornell will head to New 
Haven to play Yale this weekend.

Brown
The Bears (12-8, 3-3 Ivy) were on 

the road this weekend and returned 

Dartmouth earns first Ivy win, Princeton holds on to first place
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SPORTS

Millions of 
Americans 

watched the Giants 
and the Patriots 
face off in the Super 
Bowl last Sunday 
night, and I would 
be willing to bet that 
a large percentage 
of those viewers, at 
some point in their 
lives, considered 
themselves athletes. 

The world of sports is shaped like a 
pyramid. A broad base of people play 
sports in their childhood and ado-
lescence. A smaller group plays club 
or intramural sports in college. A yet 
more exclusive group gets to don the 
jerseys of their colleges and univer-
sities to compete in intercollegiate 
athletics. A talented and lucky few ply 
their trade semi-professionally or pro-
fessionally at some level, most of them 
never seeing their names in lights. A 
more talented and even luckier few 
may make it to the NFL, the NBA, or 
the MLS. These athletes at the very 
top of the pyramid might, once in 
their lifetime, play in a game as mo-
mentous as the Super Bowl.

One of the problems facing the 
NCAA right now is that it doesn’t 
know where it fits into this pyramid—
or, rather, it represents so many dif-
ferent parts of this pyramid that it has 
failed to develop rules that adequately 
reflect the diversity of the student-
athletes it supposedly represents. 

In big colleges’ football and men’s 
basketball programs—called “revenue 
sports” because they actually bring in 
money to the university—the NCAA 
blatantly exploits the dream that so 
many college athletes have of mak-
ing that next, big leap up the pyramid. 
You want to be a pro? You can act like 
a pro right now! Just let us sell your 
body as an advertising space for Nike. 
Let us use your likeness to get a fat 
contract from EA Sports. You won’t 
see any money now, but hey, don’t 
you want to be a pro? This is what the 
pros do.

Regardless of talent, sheer math 
dictates that most of these revenue-
sport athletes will never make the 
pros. In the Bowl Championship 
Series conferences alone (a small 
proportion of the total Division I 
football universe), there are 66 col-
leges and universities represented, 
many of which carry over 100 foot-
ball players on their roster. There are 
only 32 NFL teams, though, and the 
maximum roster size is 53 players. 
Each step up the pyramid is steeper 
than the last.

The NCAA, however, does not only 
serve large colleges’ football and men’s 
basketball programs. Most of the teams 
and athletes under its umbrella do not 
produce large sums of money for their 
schools, conferences, or the NCAA it-
self. This two tiered system within the 
college sports world complicates every 
question for the NCAA, making it 
harder to come up with uniform rules 
to cover both the Alabama football 
team and, say, the Bard College wom-
en’s volleyball squad (go Raptors!). 
The major problems that infect the 
revenue sports, such as recruiting 
scandals, low graduation rates, and 
blatant exploitation of athletes for 
others’ monetary gains, do not, for the 
most part, face non-revenue sports, or 
schools like Columbia.

The NCAA’s current model for 
revenue sports in which conference ad-
ministrators, athletic departments, and 
coaches share the profits while the play-
ers themselves make nothing is clearly 
not sustainable. The decision to allow 
conferences to offer $2,000 annual sti-
pends on top of scholarships illustrates 
that even the NCAA recognizes this 
fact. More and more commentators and 
former college athletes are making con-
vincing arguments that college athletes 
should receive a fair share of the wealth 
they create. But the solution for these 
sports may not fit the smaller, non-reve-
nue sports in which a much larger per-
centage of the NCAA’s athletes actually 
participate. The NCAA must figure out 
how to serve the athletes on every step 
of the sports pyramid.

Paying salaries to a few collegiate 

BY JOSH SHENKAR
Spectator Staff Writer

While most college athletes only 
dream of one day representing their 
countries in their respective sports, 
Lions’ junior guard Agata Jankova 
has already played for her native 
Slovakia in a major women’s basketball 
tournament—twice.

Jankova first competed for her 
country in the Europe Under-16 
Championships in Košice, Slovakia. She 
was selected for the tournament based 
on her prior performance at a regional 
basketball camp in Slovakia.

“They established a center for re-
ally good players for each region, and 
they chose players to go there,” Jankova 
said. “We were like 50 girls together and 
from there the coach was able to pick 
whom he wanted to take.”

In a tournament field that includ-
ed major European powers such as 
Spain and France, Jankova averaged 
a solid 9.9 points and 3.3 assists per 
game. While host Slovakia did not 
manage to win a medal at the tourna-
ment, Jankova found the experience 
beneficial.

“I got to work on my game in a differ-
ent environment with a different coach. 
It was a big boost for my confidence—
and I still have it,” Jankova said.

Jankova next played for Slovakia at 
the Europe Under-20 Championships 
in Morocco in 2010. Jankova had just 
completed her first year at Columbia 
and relished the challenge of play-
ing with some of the best players in 
Europe.

“It was awesome since I was only 
playing with girls I had played with 
before, so the chemistry was there,” 
Jankova said. “Also, there was a lot 
of playing time in practice, and the 

FILE PHOTO

LOOKING FOR NET  |  The former Slovakian national team member hopes to become an impact player for the Lions. 

Slovakian 
star finally 
on court for 
Columbia 

NCAA’s place in 
sports pyramid 
remains unclear 
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The NCAA must figure 
out how to serve the 
athletes on every step of 
the sports pyramid.

around 
the 

league

RK (IVY) TEAM

1
15-4 (5-0) 

The Tigers were tested by Brown, 
but they ultimately proved that 
even a three-week break couldn’t 
stop their winning ways.

2
11-8 (4-1) 

The Crimson has been flying 
under the radar but is still very 
much in the race for the Ivy 
League title, riding a three-game 
win streak.

3
11-8 (4-2) 

The Bulldogs are creeping up 
on Princeton, although they fell 
in their first test against the Ivy 
League powerhouse.

4
9-10 (3-2) 

The Big Red squeaked by with a 
win against a weak Dartmouth 
team. Cornell will face the 
Bulldogs this week. 

5
12-8 (3-3) 

The Bears returned to .500 in Ivy 
League match-ups with their win 
against Penn.

6
8-11 (1-4) 

The Quakers fell in both games 
they played last weekend, includ-
ing one overtime loss.

7
3-16 (1-4) 

The Big Green won its first Ivy 
League game last weekend, but 
will face a tough opponent in 
Princeton this week.

8
2-17 (0-5) The Lions have yet to defeat an 

Ivy League opponent.

harvard
CRIMSON

penn
QUAKERS

brown
BEARS

yale
BULLDOGS

princeton
TIGERS

dartmouth 
BIG GREEN

cornell
BIG RED

columbia
LIONS
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GOING FOR IT  |  Sophomore guard Christine Clark helped Harvard best Cornell with 23 points on Friday. SEE KLUG, page 3

SEE JANKOVA, page 3

SEE ATL, page 3
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