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BY KATIE BENTIVOGLIO
Spectator Staff Writer

Residents of 3333 Broadway, 
a towering mixed-income com-
plex in West Harlem, may get 
free air conditioning this sum-
mer, but it will come at a cost.

In December, residents 
of 3333 Broadway, a 35-sto-
ry apartment complex di-
rectly adjacent to Columbia’s 
planned Manhattanville cam-
pus, received a letter from 
building management that 
said Columbia would provide 
and install free air condition-
ing units a month after the 
University began construc-
tion between 125th Street and 
129th Street. Some say they are 
concerned about the construc-
tion’s impact on air quality.

“They’re pacifying us,” 
Alicia Barksdale, president of 
the 3333 Tenants’ Association, 
said. “The university didn’t 
come to us as a community in 
the building.”

Residents can apply to re-
cieve A/C units for living 
rooms and bedrooms, with free 
installation but not electricity 
or subsequent repairs.

“Installation of an in-sleeve 
air conditioner will allow you 
the option of a closed win-
dow condition during warmer 
days,” the letter said. 

Residents would then own 
the units and be responsible 
for paying for electricity or 
any repairs that may be nec-
essary, which the Tenants’ 
Association said may be impos-
sible for the mostly low- and 

middle-income residents of the 
building.

“We have a lot of seniors on 
fixed incomes,” Barksdale add-
ed. “People are struggling in 
this economy and Con Edison 
is expensive,” she said. 

Barksdale said she also wor-
ries about the environmental 
impacts of the construction.

“We’re concerned about the 
kinds of toxins coming out from 
the demolition,” Barksdale said. 
“The university is not telling 
us how long, how many years 
we’ll have to keep our windows 
closed.” Barksdale said she is 
particularly worried about the 
air quality for the entire neigh-
borhood, adding that air would 
travel to more apartments than 
just the ones like 3333 Broadway 
that face 133rd Street.

Daniel Held, Facilities spokes-
person, said the University is 
playing by the rules.

“The University is commit-
ted to fulfilling its responsibili-
ties outlined in the environmen-
tal impact statement to limit the 
impact of construction on local 
residents by using the most up-
to-date clean construction prac-
tices,” Held wrote in a statement 
to Spectator. “The University 
complies with all federal, state, 
and local regulations.”

Held said that Columbia 
has also adopted a Clean 
Construction Action Plan, 
which works to diminish noise 
and dust levels, part of which 
includes providing air condi-
tioners for specified residents.

BY DANIELLE GRIERSON
Spectator Staff Writer

Following the dismissal of 
the study abroad coordinator for 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science in November, 
Dean Feniosky Peña-Mora says 
the school’s global programs are 
in transition.

Regine Lambrech had been 
the director of global initiatives 
and education at SEAS, a title 
which has since been eliminat-
ed. SEAS said that Lambrech’s 

responsibilities were transferred 
to SEAS administrator Jack 
McGourty, whose title is now 
senior associate dean of cor-
porate, government and global 
engagement.

Studying abroad is notori-
ously difficult for SEAS students 
because they have more required 
classes than students in Columbia 
College and each course a student 
intends to take abroad must first 
be approved by the University.

Ben Malec, SEAS ’12, who 
worked with Lambrech for his 

work-study job, said his boss had 
already increased the number of 
SEAS students studying abroad 
from an average of three in past 
semesters to eight this semester, 
had helped dozens of students 
fill out applications, and had met 
with more than 100 more to dis-
cuss studying abroad.

“Lots of her students had no 
clue what happened until Jack 
McGourty sent out an email say-
ing he was taking over,” Malec said 
in an email.

Lambrech declined to 

comment.
According to Peña-Mora, the 

change is part of a reorganization 
that will help more SEAS students 
travel to other countries by shift-
ing the focus to travel during the 
summer and over winter break. 
He said the current system—12 
SEAS students out of about 1,400 
are studying abroad this academic 
year—is not working.

“Looking at the economics 
of the situation, we cannot have 

BY FINN VIGELAND
Spectator Staff Writer

A playground on the corner of 
Morningside Avenue and 123rd 
Street will soon be even more 
kid-friendly. 

At a Community Board 9 meet-
ing on Wednesday night, the New 
York City Department of Parks 
and Recreation announced plans, 
budgeted at $4 million, to reno-
vate the aging playground, locat-
ed in the northeastern corner of 
Morningside Park.

Nancy Prince, deputy chief of 
design at the Parks Department, 
and Tristan Porto, a Parks 
Department landscape archi-
tect, said they hope to reduce the 
amounts of pavement and fencing 
around Playground 123.

“There’s a lot of chain-link 
fences—it feels like you’re en-
caged,” Prince said. “It is a visual 
impediment to the area.”

Prince said the renovation 
plans to make the park more 
handicap and stroller accessible, 
beautify the surrounding area, and 
install more extensive, age-appro-
priate play spaces.

After the renovations, “when 
you’re in the playground, you have 
some green also, so you’re not 

totally surrounded by asphalt,” 
she said. “And when you enter 
the park, the fences are below 
eye level.” 

The upper level of the play-
ground will house new play 
equipment geared toward two- 
to five-year-olds, while the lower 
level will be for five- to 12-year-
olds. Prince said having distinct 
areas with different types of 
equipment would discourage tod-
dlers from climbing on the higher 
playground equipment meant for 
older children and from getting in 
the way of the older children who 
are faster and more active. 

The renovated park will in-
clude three sets of swings, and 
each will be handicap accessible 
with head, back, and leg support. 

“I’m glad to see it moving for-
ward,” CB9 Parks and Recreation 
Committee chair Brad Taylor 
said. “Frankly, I didn’t expect it 
to happen this year with all the 
budget cuts. It seems the Parks 
Department is trying to get things 
in the ground and they’re really 
eager to get this one started.” 

The offices of Councilwoman 
Inez Dickens and Manhattan 
Borough President Scott Stringer 
set aside gifts to fund the project 
across the last five years.

“It’s not often that council-
people can collect that kind of 
money,” Prince said. “But this 
is a big park—it needed a lot 
of money.”

Taylor said that, while the 
committee has had to make the 
“inevitable concession” over the 
years that the renovations would 
take place in two phases of con-
struction, he is very happy with 
the substantial size of the budget.

Prince said she estimates that, 
if the proposal meets with approv-
al at all the local levels, the Parks 
Department will hear contractors’ 
bids in October and construction 
will begin in March of 2012 and 
last for approximately one year.

CU offers free A/C units 
near M’ville construction
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BREATH OF AIR  |  Residents of 3333 Broadway say they worry about air pollution from construction at nearby Manhattanville. 

SEE B’WAY, page 2

Two members of alumni band 
EMEFE will bring fire to the Upper 
West Side with their unique Afro-
Cuban sound.

Columbia alums warm 
to island rhythms 

Join the J-School for a panel 
discussion with NY Times executive 
editor Bill Keller and others.

Rotunda, Low Memorial Library, 7 p.m.

After an outstanding performance last 
weekend, Okeke now holds the school 
record in the triple jump. She is not 
done yet—as a sophomore, she has 
quickly burst onto the national scene.

Queen Okeke jumps 
into the record books

WEATHERA&E, PAGE 3 OPINION, PAGE 4 SPORTS, PAGE 6 EVENTS

Today

31°/ 13°

Tomorrow

35°/ 26°

CB9 announces renovations to MoHi park

SEAS eliminates study abroad position, faces transition

Storms keep businesses busy at shoveling

Wikileaks—the Inside 
Story

Residents of 3333 B’way say 
they worry about air quality

Immoderate consumption of tuna 
leads to attack of the sushi chefs.

Something fishy

It’s time to put our technology to 
good use.

Invention ascension
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SNOW BUSINESS  |  An employee at Westside Market pushes excess water from the awning.

BY GINA LEE
Spectator Staff Writer

In Morningside Heights snow 
days are for schoolchildren.

Although Columbia has its 
own maintenance staff to clear 
campus, local business owners 
are on their own against piles 
of snow and puddles of slush 
that accumulate outside their 
storefronts. 

“We keep our sidewalk clear, 
which is a big priority,” said 
Sharon Dain, who manages 
Nussbaum & Wu. “If we have 
snow falling, the guys are al-
ways out there.”

Dain said it’s not entirely 
clear whether the snow has af-
fected her business. “Sometimes 
it gets a little quieter, and some-
times we’re a lot more busy than 

is normal,” she said.
Feras Famad, the own-

er of Amir’s Falafel, said de-
creased foot traffic hasn’t hurt 
his shop either. “Business has 
been almost unaffected,” he 
said. “We’ve made up with 
deliveries.”

Famad, who also owns The 
Heights Bar and Grill, added 
that bar business has actually 
been doing better, particularly 
last Wednesday when many stu-
dents thought they’d be getting 
the next day off.

But Famous Famiglia pizze-
ria hasn’t been as lucky. Though 
the popular late-night haunt 
delivers, the nearly three feet 
of accumulated snow this past 
January hasn’t done Famiglia 
any favors, manager Anton 
Vacaj said.

“It’s really been hurting us,” 
he said.

Brianna Hill, BC ’14, said the 
weather does keep her off the 
streets, or at least nearby ones.

“I definitely did a lot of take-
out this week,” she said. “But if I 
am going to go out, I’d rather go 
all out and go downtown.”

Others said the weath-
er hasn’t made much of a 
difference.

“If I need something, I’ll 
probably still go get it because 
it’s not cold, just rainy,” Kenny 
Durell, CC ’12, said.

Vikas Vavilala, CC ’14, said he 
also just puts up with the slush 
puddles and icy sidewalks.

“Usually it’s fine,” he said. 
“I mean, you just have to walk 

SEE SEAS, page 2

SEE PARK, page 2

SEE SNOW, page 2

$4 million 
budget
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playground 123

64
new trees

New fencing Three new 
swing sets

17% less 
cement

The proposed plan to renovate Playground 123, at the northeast corner 
of Morningside Park, would create a more kid-friendly play space.

“There’s a lot of 
chain-link fences—
it feels like you’re 
encaged.”

—Nancy Prince on the 123 

Playground
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Tom Hei, professor of en-
vironmental studies at the 
Mailman School of Public 
Health, confirmed that air 
conditioning with a filtering 
system may address hazards 
related to air pollution.

“Filtering systems will reduce 
the indoor pollutant level,” Hei 
said. “But that only applies to 
those who have the resources.”

Marco Pedone, assis-
tant clinical professor at the 
Mailman School of Public 
Health, agreed. “If used prop-
erly, air conditioners will pro-
vide better air quality than ex-
terior air,” he said. “But it has 
to be a decent filter.”

Pedone also pointed to the 
high-profile nature of the 
Manhattanville construction, 

saying any development 
company would be ill-ad-
vised to deviate from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s guidelines.

“All of this would normally 
be checked by the engineering 
company,” he said.“If every-
thing is done correctly, I don’t 
think there will be a huge im-
pact from demolition.” 

But not everyone is con-
vinced. Charles Callaway, a 
community organizer with 
WE ACT, an environmental 
justice nonprofit, expressed 
doubts that regulations would 
be enforced. 

“How we will know if it 
goes above state level?” he said. 
“They need a baseline to mea-
sure the air quality right now 
before construction starts.”

Despite environmental 

concerns residents said they 
are grateful for the offer from 
Columbia.

“I’m happy to hear about it,” 
said Tyrone Burton. “If not for 
this, I would buy my own,” he 
said.

But others said they’re still 
concerned about paying the 
electric bill.

“I’m worried about the Con 
Edison bill,” said 3333 resident 
Josefa Guzaman in Spanish. 
She said she already has air 
conditioning in one of her 
rooms and pays $300, some-
times $400 a month in electric-
ity for the summer.

“It may be free,” Marilyn 
Hernandez, another resident, 
said. “But in the end, some-
thing free costs you money.” 

katie.bentivoglio
@columbiaspectator.com

through it, you can’t avoid it.”
Because Amir’s is located in 

a Columbia-owned building, 
employees only have to make 
sure the sidewalk stays ice-free 
after Columbia clears it.

“We’re blessed,” Famad said.
Vacaj, though, said he doesn’t 

mind having to clear the side-
walks because assistance from 
the city would mean higher taxes.

“I know it’s going to cost us 
more, so I’d rather that they not 
help,” he said. “I have no com-
plaints in that respect, because 
everyone should be responsible 
for their own sidewalks like we 
always have been.”

Dain agreed that the city 
does its part, though she said 
city snowplows sometimes 
cause inconvenience.

“When the trucks are clear-
ing the streets, they tend to 
block the entrance to the side-
walk that’s just been cleared,” 
she said. “You’ve cleared the 
sidewalk so the customers can 
be safe, and then they plow 
right over it. But there’s noth-
ing they can do about that.”

Dain said that even though 

keeping up business is impor-
tant to him, customer safety 
comes first.

“You cannot have people 

coming to your business if it’s 
not safe,” Dain said. “You want 
to have customers’ safety, and 
you want them to come and 

have a pleasant time in the 
business.”

gina.lee
@columbiaspectator.com

only a service that we only ben-
efit 12 students. … That is not the 
best kind of arrangement you can 
have,” Peña-Mora said.

Many SEAS students said that 
Lambrech was a great asset to the 
study abroad program and allevi-
ated some of the uncertainties in 
finding the right program.

“Dr. Lambrech knew a 
lot about programs in most 
schools,” Luis E. Peña, SEAS 
’13, said. “She helped me out by 
pointing out important details 
and deadlines.”

Nidhi Shah, SEAS ’12 and 
a study abroad student at 
University College London last 
spring, said Lambrech “helped 
me through the process” of ap-
plying for the program.

“Engineering classes ... have 
to be cleared with the respective 
department advisers,” Rebecca 
Frauzem, SEAS ’12, said.

 Peña-Mora said that because 
it is so difficult to study abroad 
during the school year, SEAS is 
working on two programs that 
will allow students to spend 
time abroad during breaks.

The first is an initiative to 
give students summer intern-
ships. Peña-Mora said that on 
a trip to Europe and Asia from 
which he returned on Thursday, 
he obtained commitments from 
multiple alumni to hire summer 
interns from SEAS.

“By doing a summer intern-
ship abroad, they are able to 
gain an industrial experience 
and at the same time also an in-
ternational global experience,” 
Peña-Mora said.

Peña-Mora dubbed the sec-
ond initiative—which, he cau-
tioned, is still in need of fund-
ing—the “Global Exploration.” 
Students would spend a week 
between Jan. 2 and the start 
of the spring semester travel-
ing abroad with a SEAS faculty 
or staff member and meeting 
industry leaders. He said this 
option would enable many stu-
dents to go abroad because it 
would be “the least investment 

that we would require from our 
students.”

But McGourty noted that 
SEAS will continue to encourage 
students to go abroad. He said in 
an email that administrators “fully 
anticipate an increase in the num-
ber of students going abroad” next 
semester.

“As before, we are working 
with both students and depart-
ments to ensure that proper cur-
ricular decisions are made so 
students fulfill all technical and 
nontechnical requirements for 
graduation,” McGourty said.

Another SEAS student, who 
asked not to be identified, called 
Lambrech’s firing “shocking.”

“It basically said they don’t 
want SEAS students study-
ing abroad,” the student said. 
“I hope students applying to 
SEAS know this before they 
choose to attend an institution 
that makes studying abroad just 
about impossible.”

But Peña-Mora said he be-
lieves students may have got-
ten the wrong message from 
Lambrech’s dismissal, noting that 
he decided to reorganize in order 
to meet his goal of sending every 
student abroad.

“I said, ‘This is not really help-
ing everybody in the school,’” he 
said. “And we need to have every 
student be able to experience 
globally what is available.”

Additional reporting by Sammy 
Roth.

danielle.grierson
@columbiaspectator.com

During the meeting, CB9 
member Savona Bailey McClain 
expressed concern that the play-
ground’s double function as recre-
ational area for three local schools 
could be disrupted during the 
construction.

Prince said she had met with 
the gym teacher who coordinates 
physical education for all three 
schools and learned that the out-
door classes made more use of 
the areas that will be affected in 
the second, currently unfunded, 
phase of construction.

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com

Residents near M’Ville say A/C bill adds to worries

Peña-Mora says SEAS will encourage 
study abroad during breaks

Business owners say harsh winter has had little effect on traffic

Construction 
on park  will 
begin in 
March 2012
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SNOW PILE  |  Columbia shovels on campus walkways, but elsewhere businesses are on their own.

B’WAY from front page

PARK from front page

SEAS from front page

SNOW from front page

“Looking at the 
economics of the 
situation, we can-
not have only a 
service that we only 
benefit 12 students”
—Dean Feniosky Peña-Mora



BY EMILY OSTERTAG
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Upon entering the “teatro” 
of the Italian Academy with 
its ornate Neo-Renaissance 
style, one can hardly imagine 
sitting down to hear anything 
but strictly classical music. 
On Wednesday night, classical 
music did indeed fill the room, 
but not music from the century 
that the ambience of the room 
would suggest. 

Lucy Shelton, widely rec-
ognized as one of the great 
American vocalists, especially 
for performing and premier-
ing important pieces of con-
temporary music, gave a vo-
cal chamber music recital 
along with several other es-
teemed classical musicians. 
These renowned performers 
included Fred Sherry on cel-
lo, Stephen Taylor on oboe, 
Charles  Neidich on clarinet, 
Curtis  Macomber on violin, 
and Jeffrey Milarsky, conduc-
tor. The concert, “Three 2nds 
with Lucy Shelton,” was the 
first of the Italian Academy’s 
Spring Concert Series. The 
following two concerts will be 
held on March 2 and April 2. 

Columbia is home to many a 
classical music fan, but even the 
most dedicated might have res-
ervations about attending a con-
cert made up almost exclusively 
of works by 20th-century com-
posers. Shelton, however, proved 
that contemporary vocal music 
can indeed be as warm, lyrical, 
and beautiful as music from any 
other period. 

The concert began with a 
dedication to Milton Babbitt, a 
contemporary composer who 
died on Jan. 29. Shelton then 

proceeded with four short piec-
es, beginning with “Domenico 
Gabrielli’s Bellezza Tiranna” 
and ending with “Vuoi Tu, 
Ch’io Speri, Amore?”—both of 
which suited the traditional 
grandiose décor. Between these 
two works, however, listeners 
were transported through time. 
Harrison Birtwistle’s “Three 
Settings of Lorine Niedecker” 
and Morton Feldman’s “Four 
Songs to e.e. cummings” fore-
shadowed the rest of the 

concert, which consisted of mu-
sic by 20th-century composers 
such as Elliott Carter, Warren 
Benson, and Luigi Dallapiccola. 

While one may long for the 
melodicism of the Gabrielli 
pieces during the remainder of 
the concert, it is reassuring that 
Shelton’s voice loses none of 
the lyricism and beauty of the 
opening piece as the concert 
progresses. Classical music fans 
should not miss the second and 
third of the “Three 2nds.”

Chamber vocalist’s melodies fill Italian Academy 
BY CYDNEY HEDGPETH

Columbia Daily Spectator 

Whether students prefer the 
rhythmic beats of hip-hop, the 
powerful edge of rock ’n’ roll, 
or the eloquence of classical 
orchestration, Miller Theater’s 
Composer Portraits series will 
satisfy their musical appetites. 
From February until the begin-
ning of May, students will have 
access to on-campus sonic expe-
riences that appeal to their par-
ticular tastes. 

Miller Theater’s Composer 
Portraits series features seven art-
ists, one of whom is Julia Wolfe—a 
unique composer who has se-
cured a niche in classical rock ’n’ 
roll instrumentation. Wolfe’s two 
dynamic, multi-faceted pieces, 
“Cruel Sister” and “Fuel,” will 
resound in Miller Theater on 
Thursday, Feb. 3 at 8 p.m. 

Wolfe’s vibrant blue eyes 
and wild blonde curls comple-
ment her energetic personality. 
This passionate energy trans-
lates into musical collisions of 
beauty and noise.

“It’s a fusion of performance 
practice,” Wolfe said, describing 
her upcoming show. “I think it’s 
pretty rock ’n’ roll, even though 
it’s played with very classical in-
strumentation—definitely the 
Jimi Hendrix aesthetic on cello 
and viola.”

In 1987, Wolfe, along with two 
other composers, started Bang 
on a Can, an organization dedi-
cated to breaking down the bar-
riers between musical genres. 
From this contemporary music 
haven, Wolfe moved out into the 
New York musical world and be-
gan working with Signal.

“Signal is a large contempo-
rary chamber ensemble with 

flexible instrumentation,” said 
Lauren Radnofsky, cellist and 
co-artistic director of Signal. 
Radnofsky’s partner, Brad 
Lubman, is conducting Wolfe’s 
pieces for the Composer 
Portraits series on Thursday.

“Julia and I have worked to-
gether in other ensembles for 
the past 10 to 12 years,” Lubman 
said. “The chemistry between 
Signal’s musicians goes beyond 
the fact that they are a top-
notch group of players.”

This chemistry is tangible 
when the all-string ensemble 
performs “Cruel Sister” and 
“Fuel.” The musicians play 
with unconventional rough-
ness throughout both pieces 
and bring waves of intensity to 
the music with cross-rhythms 
and musical tension.

Inspired by the dramatic arc 
of an old English ballad about two 
rivaling sisters, “Cruel Sister” 
has more of a narrative line than 
“Fuel” does. Wolfe splashes notes 
and rhythms on her musical can-
vas in such a way that she repli-
cates a story through music. This 
30-minute piece tells a “grizzly 
tale, but in a beautifully meta-
phoric way—it’s all about lust and 
greed,” Wolfe said.

“Fuel” is “Cruel Sister”’s 
“wild, scary baby,” Wolfe said. 
“It is in some way an exami-
nation of the subject of fuel, 
which is something that’s been 
on people’s minds right now, 
especially in terms of its po-
litical reference.”

Bill Morrison, a filmmaker 
based in New York, shot scenes 
at ship harbors in Germany and 
in New York to enrich the sonic 
patterns in “Fuel.” The film is 
projected behind the ensemble 
during the 20-minute piece.

In the newly popularized in-
die music scene, Wolfe’s pieces 
fit in perfectly. Her contempo-
rary style is attracting a younger 
crowd of musicians and com-
posers. Experimentation with 
noise, sound, and sampling—
something that Wolfe has been 
doing for years—is now becom-
ing a trend.

“This feels like a very natural 
portrait,” Wolfe said. “There’s 
a lot of crazy and fun rhythmic 
activity in the pieces, which is 
very indicative of most of my 
music. It’s a sonic experience.”

BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Although Jake Snider, CC 
’13, opened for Chiddy Bang 
last Saturday, Jan. 29, he was 
far from flying solo.  A bassist, a 
drummer, and horn players also 
populated the stage, along with 
Snider’s usual guitarist, Armand 
Hirsch, CC ’13,.  

Not just random traveling 
musicians, these others be-
long to the Columbia-fied band 
EMEFE. The founding mem-
bers—drummer Miles Arntzen, 
a sophomore at NYU, and bass 
player Doug Berns, CC ’10—will 

do double duty this Friday, Feb. 
4 at 10 p.m. at the Underground 
Lounge (955 West End Ave., at 
107th Street) in a free show fea-
turing both Snider and EMEFE.

Although Arntzen is enthu-
siastic about the “nice commu-
nity feeling” that has developed 
among him, Snider and Hirsch, 
EMEFE’s afrobeat style is mark-
edly different from Snider’s 
jazzier one. 

Arntzen was inspired to start 
the band in Dec. 2009 after dis-
covering afrobeat creator Fela 
Kuti’s rhythmic and political-
ly charged music. “Every song 
Fela recorded had a political 

agenda,” Arntzen said. “I began 
writing my music with the same 
agenda—except instead of fight-
ing the [Nigerian] government, 
I wanted to fight the negative 
emotions that harness us on an 
everyday basis.”

Also, whereas Snider clear-
ly leads the way with vocals, 
EMEFE plays some entirely in-
strumental songs and relies on 
group singing or guest vocalists 
for the rest. Among the guests 
are Amayo and other members 
from the Antibalas Afrobeat 
Orchestra, which plays in the pit 
of the Broadway musical “Fela!”

“We create a sort of 

rhythmic tapestry with ele-
ments that flow in and out,” 
Berns said. He added that in 
Miles’ music and afrobeat mu-
sic in general, the bass is “es-
sentially a drum … that overall 
pulse, that groove.” Another 
bandmate, Javier Ramos, CC 
’11, brings Afro-Cuban flair 
with the conga drums. A per-
cussionist, a guitarist, four 
horn players, and a keyboard-
ist are also woven in. 

Though EMEFE is still rela-
tively new, Arntzen and Berns 
have been playing together since 
they were 12 and 15, respective-
ly. “When you meet a drummer 

who you feel really comfortable 
with, it gives you a rock-solid 
foundation to build any sort of 
band off of,” Berns said.  

Berns planned on attend-
ing a conservatory for college 
but ended up at Columbia af-
ter associate professor Chris 
Washburne’s jazz program 
piqued his interest. Though few 
consider choosing a music ma-
jor at Columbia, Berns just may 
prove it worthwhile—he plays 
gigs two to three times a week, 
teaches music lessons, and did 
not appear starving or homeless 
at his interview.

EMEFE’s target audience 

consists largely of college stu-
dents like themselves, but 
they also play around town for 
people of all ages. “Sometimes 
our parents come through and 
bring all their friends, and all 
of a sudden you have a bunch 
of 40- to 60-year-olds dancing 
with 20-year-olds,” Berns said.

Friday, Jan. 28 they per-
formed in the Village at Sullivan 
Hall, with a “Fela!” dancer 
on vocals. And this Friday, 
Feb. 4 will find them close to 
Columbia. 

“We want Columbia to know 
that we are ready to make them 
dance,” Berns said.

Alumni band to ignite crowd with Afro-Cuban beats and rhythms 

COURTESY OF CHRIS OWYOUNG

DO THE CONGA  |  Two members of the alumni band EMEFE—Miles Arntzen, NYU ’13, and Doug Berns, CC ’10—will perform at the Underground Lounge with Jake Snider, CC ’13, on Feb. 4. 

Composer fuses classical and rock at Miller

COURTESY OF LUCY SHELTON

SPLIT SECOND  |  Lucy Shelton performed a classical selection 
at the Italian Academy’s Spring Concert series on Wednesday. 

“Classical music 
fans should not 
miss the second 
and third of the 
‘Three 2nds.’” 
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COURTESY OF PETER SERLING

MIXED SIGNALS  |  Julia Wolfe, co-founder of Bang on a Can, 
will display her fusion of musical genres at Miller Theater.



BY HELENE BARTHELEMY

It is quite odd that after 30 years of rule, Western coun-
tries are just discovering that their Egyptian ally is not a 
lover of democracy. What Egypt does like, however, is the 
U.S. and its belligerent ally, Israel. Therefore, we should 
not be surprised by the revolution’s lukewarm support 
from the pretend flag-bearer of democracy, the U.S.

A justification for the lack of support Egyptian riot-
ers are receiving  might be found in the completely 
inaccurate idea that the Muslim Brotherhood, widely 
portrayed as being composed of cold-blooded, dark-
bearded extremists, will take over the country after 
President Mubarak’s departure. This is factually wrong, 
as the Brotherhood declared it would not bring forward a 
candidate if there were elections. Moreover, the Brother-
hood voluntarily removed itself from the riots. Though 
there is no clear rallying figure for the opposition yet, 
the Egyptian people are turning their eyes (though not 
unanimously) toward Mohamed ElBaradei for support 
during these revolutionary times. A Nobel Peace Prize 
winner and ex-director general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, he is far from a fanatic. So why 
does the U.S. tremble in front of what is nothing but a 
rational revolution, a fight for values?

Apart from the looters who escaped from prison and 
attempted to spread violence in the city, the Egyptian 
youth hardly resembles a brutal herd pushing for violent 
revolution. In a beautiful text published by The Guard-
ian on Sunday, titled “Tell everyone: Egypt’s revolution is 
sweet and peaceful,” Egyptian Amr Shalakany managed 
to access the Internet to describe the situation in Tahrir 
Square to reveal to the world that protesters are peace-
fully waiting for Mubarak to resign—they are not spread-
ing discord or violence. 

Though Mubarak is attempting to promulgate top-
down reforms to pacify his people, it is unlikely that the 
Egyptians will accept them. Change is a process that is 
hard to implement, and Mubarak, by his suppression of 
the Internet, cell-phone networks, and the television 
news channel Al-Jazeera, is scarcely fulfilling the youth’s 
craving for freedom. As Mubarak reinforces his auto-
cratic image, his regime seems more and more incompat-
ible with democracy—the kind of democracy that the U.S. 
would be proud to support. 

How contagious is the freedom that threatens to 
enrapture the Middle East and steal its populations away 
from U.S.-friendly governments? China demonstrated 
its fear of freedom when the country blocked all Google 
searches for “Egypt” as of Jan. 31. First Tunisia, now 
Egypt—might the revolution spread to Sudan, Syria, 
Algeria, Yemen, further in the Middle East, and further 
in the world? 

Perhaps we should attempt to walk in the footsteps of 
those students who preceded us here at Columbia. Why 
aren’t we, like our counterparts from the ’60s, support-
ing the liberation of a people with all our energy? The 
task of supporting an Egyptian reform and its protesters 
falls to us as the educated youth of this country. Even 
if our leaders have been supporting autocrats for years, 
that does not mean that we should we endorse them too. 
The Egyptian revolution is an uprising that calls for a 
democracy with values and sets an example that should 
inspire us as citizens of a country whose values often 
seem hollow. 

Today countries are breaking free of the shackles of 
Western-backed “semi-democratic” dictators. Commit-
ted to appearing principled, the U.S. can hardly continue 
to openly support their longtime ally Mubarak—hence 
the number of platitudes we have heard from U.S. gov-
ernment officials these last few days on the sensitive 
topic of the Egyptian protests. 

There has always been dissonance in the tune that 
the U.S. plays in the Middle East, but let us hope that, 
for once, the U.S. will remain silent and allow Egypt to 
speak for itself.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring 
in philosophy and Middle East, South Asian, and 

African Studies.
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Let Egypt have its voice

Something is amiss. Last 
Thursday, Barnard announced 

that Facebook’s Chief Operating 
Officer Sheryl Sandberg will be its 
2011 Commencement speaker. A 
couple of days later, the Application 
Development Initiative, the only under-
graduate organization at Columbia that 
aims to create a community for web 
developers, kicked off DevFest 2011, an 
application development “experience” 
that provides participants with resourc-
es to build something “cool.” A recent 
SEAS alumnus present at the DevFest 
opening asked rhetorically, “Why wasn’t this here when I 
was around?” Both events are breaths of fresh air that ad-
dress one of Columbia’s most chronic problems: the lack 
of a strong culture of innovation. We all like to complain 
about how there is too much red tape, how CourseWorks 
is awful, or how heaters don’t work. Yes, all those things 
suck. It is also the case that the University does not do 
enough to foster innovation, often too tangled in its own 
bureaucracy. In 2009, a particularly enlightening story in 
the Blue and White addressed the challenges of being a 
tech entrepreneur at Columbia. One phrase in particular 
stuck in my memory: “Within Columbia’s ivory walls, en-
terprising students are more likely to start a protest than 
start a business.” Whether one is profit-driven or not, it’s 
hard to think big around here. But it may also be that we 
just don’t know how to. 

At Columbia, there are traditional avenues of achieve-
ment in leadership. The typical, highly driven first-year 
joins a club, attends all board meetings, becomes best 
friends with the folks in Lerner who distribute club space, 
and, before he or she even knows it, starts running the club 

in exchange for a title. The cycle continues as new leaders 
follow the path of leaders before them. We’re not always 
making new things, but we all get very good at navigating 
the infamous “Columbia bureaucracy.” And we barely have 
time to look at the bigger picture. What if, instead, we got 
together with a few of our computer science friends and 
made something—not necessarily the next Facebook, but 
maybe a small tool that helps clubs coordinate their space 
requests? Or a mobile app that helps us keep track of all the 
events that we are too busy to attend? There are many ways 
to improve life at Columbia while creating a community 
and coming up with sustainable ideas that might find wider 
applications. And in a specializing economy, we have more 
transferable skills to gain from leveraging technology and 
teamwork to create something new than from putting in 
space requests. 

Another obstacle in making Columbia more innovation-
friendly is the misconception that only geeks can master 
technology. In a post announcing DevFest, Spectrum voiced 
that attitude, remarking that computer enthusiasts being 
socially active represents “an ironic twist of fate.” But com-
panies like Facebook are not successful because they em-
ploy a bunch of geeks who do not see the light of day. They 
are successful because they build around their tech core 
and draw talent from a ripe, new labor market of the future, 

one that bridges the gap between tech-savvy developers and 
people who add value to an enterprise by bringing emerg-
ing niche technologies to the rest of the world. Columbia 
doesn’t quite prepare us for that dynamic. 

Moreover, organizations like ADI reflect some wide-
spread stereotypes that prevent innovation in general. 
There were 60 people present in the room when DevFest 
started. Only about six of them were girls. For this reason 
alone, Barnard seniors should take pride in Sandberg’s ad-
dressing them at graduation, and Columbia students should 
be sure to watch the webcast. 

Technology is an empowering phenomenon that of-
fers something to everyone seeking an alternative way to 
navigate and change the hierarchy they are engaged in. 
Whether you want to create or manage the next big thing 
or you are motivated and financially secure enough to 
work for the greater good, there are a wealth of success 
stories to inspire you. Popular coupon platform Tenka is 
the brainchild of a Columbia alum. Or if, instead of run-
ning a hedge fund, you choose to lock yourself in a closet 
and create an online academy used by thousands of teach-
ers, like Salman Khan did, you might even get a shout-
out from Bill Gates. New York is becoming a hotbed for 
innovation; unlike Silicon Valley, it is in close proximity to 
financial powerhouses and big media companies which 
will continually turn to small forward-thinking tech firms 
for much-needed makeovers. These exchanges need ver-
satile intermediaries who have the vision to manage new 
opportunities to innovate. At Columbia, we are perfectly 
placed to take those opportunities. We just need to start 
practicing a different kind of thinking. 

Angela Radulescu is a Columbia College senior majoring in 
neuroscience and behavior. She is a former Spectator photo 

editor. The Rookie Brain runs alternate Thursdays.

Columbia lacks innovation

Why does the U.S. tremble in the 
face of what is nothing but a rational 
revolution?

The 
Rookie 
Brain

ANGELA
RADULESCU
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Profit-driven or not, it’s hard to 
think big around here. But it may 
also be we just don’t know how to.

On Jan. 5, a record was smashed 
at Tokyo’s famed Tsukiji market. 

Auctioneers sold a bluefin tuna for an 
astonishing 32.49 million yen, or nearly 
$399,000. A giant fish that regularly 
weighs in at over 1,000 pounds, the 
bluefin is prized for its fatty taste and 
texture. Yet even considering its status 
as the “king” of sushi ingredients, the 
price remains staggering. Why would 
anyone bid $400,000 on fish when 
they could have spent the same amount 
on a Japanese Lexus LFA supercar? 
(Interestingly, both the tuna and the 
Lexus can do 0 to 50 mph in three seconds, though the 
tuna is known to handle better in wet conditions.) The 
day’s news coverage tended to chalk up the record price 
to New Year’s exuberance. But there is a more sinister 
side to this fish’s tale: a story of seafood addiction and the 
insatiable demands of our generation. 

Within walking distance of Columbia, there are some 
10 sushi restaurants. For those of us less inclined to 
venture out into the new ice age, Café East prepares and 
sells 10 pounds of fish daily. On top of that, hardly a week 
goes by when a student association isn’t enticing students 
with the promise of all-you-can-eat sushi. The options 
only multiply beyond the realm of Morningside Heights. 
According to some intrepid research conducted by the 
bloggers at All Over Albany, whose existence answers the 
question, “Ever wish you had a smart, savvy friend with 
the inside line on what’s happening around the Capital 
Region?,” there are some 1,475 establishments dedicated 
primarily to serving sushi in the New York metropolitan 
area. As both Columbia students and residents of the city, 
we shouldn’t be surprised by the volume of fish con-
sumed worldwide. 

In 1994, John Seabrook wrote a brilliant piece for 
Harper’s Magazine titled “Death of a Giant,” in which he 
charts the rise of bluefin obsession among Japanese diners, 
who refer to the fish as toro, and exposes the increasing 
overfishing of the species. Seabrook’s essay hinges around 
a paradox: “One reason why the price of bluefin tuna is so 
high is that there are so few of them left in this part of the 
ocean, and one reason why there are few of them left is that 
the price is so high.” Given sushi’s popularity in the U.S. and 
Europe and emerging demand in a newly affluent China, 
consumption has increased hugely since Seabrook’s time. All 
attempts at regulation have failed. On the verge of extinc-
tion, toro is going the way of the dodo. 

We should fear a future without fish. Citing internal 
research that shows world fish stocks fully depleted by 
2050, researchers from the United Nations Environment 
Programme suggest that 20 million jobs could be lost as 
a result of fisheries ceasing to be economically viable. 
Among those 20 million are hundreds of sushi chefs from 
New York City’s myriad sushi establishments. Cast off by 
cash-strapped proprietors, the disgruntled chefs will take 
to the streets, armed to the teeth with the sharpest of ce-
ramic knives, doing anything they can to survive. Their in-
ability to speak English, once a charming sign of “authen-
ticity” for diners, will become a curse for pleading victims 
as the vagabond chefs turn to crimes of desperation. 

A sushi chef is talented in a very specific art: the 
preparation of raw fish. This is not a marketable skill in a 
world without fish. Whereas the fisherman can become a 
crab catcher or an ax man or an ice-road trucker (or any 
other profession currently exemplifying brawniness on 
the Discovery Channel), the honorable sushi chef can-
not be anything but a sushi chef. Traumatized by their 
obsolescence, droves of unemployed itamae will roam the 
streets of the city, baiting executive-types into back al-
leys, tackling them to the ground, throwing right and left 
hooks to bring them down, all before they start angling for 
jobs. Downtrodden, they will fish for quarters in foun-
tains, fish for compliments in bars, and, in general, hope to 
catch a break. And all the while, as Columbia students, we 
will have to deal with the great indignity of a life without 
sushi. No more dinner dates where we impress with our 
knowledge of Japanese equivalents for fish, no more quick 
lunches of undeserved luxury hurriedly seized from Café 
East, no more posturing as enlightened world citizens as 
we blindly munch away on the bounty of the sea. Ours is 
a student body that held funerals when an alcoholic drink 
left the shelves. Losing all fish might count as a bigger 
tragedy. When the fateful day comes and the very last tuna 
roll leaves the trembling hands of the chef at Vine, expect 
riots. Jessica Simpson once asked, “Am I eating chicken or 
tuna?” We will rue the day we lost the choice.  

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj is a Columbia College first-
year. He is a member of the rugby team. C.U. in Hell runs 

alternate Thursdays.
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

FRENCH LESSONS—Improve your 
French with a native speaker with uni-
versity experience in French teaching! 
Individual or small group lessons, pref-
erably at intermediate or advanced 
levels. Focus on academic or busi-
ness French upon request. I am avail-
able on weekdays after 7 pm and on 
weekends. $25 per hour. Email: an-
toine.comps@sciences-po.org. Phone: 
(917) 513-110

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

 
WANTED—SUDOKU PUZZLE solv-
ers, novice to expert. Solve 8 puz-
zles online during one month period 
for neuroscience researcher. Email 
name, age and zip code to mnemon-
icshouse@hotmail.com (write “neuro-
Sudoku-online-study” in subject line.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

5 ROOM CO-OP APT FOR SALE 
$350K for recently renov 2 BR apt 
with hardwood floors in a well-main-
tained walk-up bldg. The apt is near 
the 96 St & Lexington Ave subway 
station—3 blocks from Central Park. 
Income restrictions apply, all offers 
will be entertained. Please contact 
Brian (212) 831-1368 or brianresales 
@gmail.com for more info.

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting a Manhat-
tan apt? Work with a top-rated bro-
ker and CU alum (CC ’94, SIPA’99). 
Contact Josh for all of your Real Es-
tate needs. www.joshnathanson.com; 
(212) 875-2970.

7-ROOM CO-OP FOR SALE
$599K for 1275 sq ft, 3 BR, 1 bath 
co-op located on 137 St betw River-
side Dr & B’way. The apt is spacious 
and provides charming accommoda-
tions, 10-foot high ceilings, hardwood 
floors, and is close to public transp, 
CU, and Riverbank Park. Please note 
income restrictions apply and all of-
fers will be entertained. To view, 
please call Brian (212) 831-1368 or 
email at brianresales@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY JEREMIAH SHARF
Spectator Staff Writer

Sophomore QueenDenise Okeke has 
quickly made a name for herself in the 
athletics department record books this 
season. Her 12.43m performance this past 
weekend in the triple jump shattered the 
previous Columbia best, but Okeke is far 
from accomplishing what she knows she 
is capable of.

Born in Nigeria, Okeke moved to 
America as a young child and lived in 
Texas for most of her life. “She’s one of the 
most easygoing and honest Texas person-
alities you’ll find up here in the North,” 
said fellow sophomore Uju Ofoche.

When associate head coach Gavin 
O’Neal began recruiting her, he imme-
diately realized he had a special athlete 
on his hands. “Everyone said the same 
thing [about Okeke]: ‘She’s very talented 
but extremely raw. If you have the time 
and patience to teach her, she can be a 
national-caliber athlete.’” In this case, 
all O’Neal needed to do was watch a 
couple of videos and have a conversa-
tion with Okeke to realize that part of 
her rawness was due to her poor train-
ing circumstances. According to Okeke, 
she learned how to do the triple jump 
by watching YouTube videos, confirm-
ing O’Neal’s suspicions that she lacked 
formal training.

“All I had to do was provide her with 
good instruction, and she would do the 
rest,” O’Neal said. “I am completely im-
pressed with how she takes verbal and 
visual instructions and translates it to 
physical movement.”

As a freshman, Okeke put together 
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This past Friday, 
ESPN’s Bill 

Simmons wrote a 
column compar-
ing the way ca-
reer numbers are 
treated in baseball 
and basketball. 
While numbers 
like 500 home 
runs and 1,000 
hits are revered 
marks for follow-
ers of the nation’s 
pastime, Simmons 
explained, fans of the leather ball 
and hoop have no such conception 
of what numbers like 27,000 points 
meant for the NBA legends of the 
past. 

Just on cue, our very own Noruwa 
Agho scored his 1,000th career point 
on Saturday night. While at the 
game, I blogged about the moment, 
and I also featured the milestone in 
my recap for Monday’s paper. Yet 
when I asked Agho’s coach Kyle 
Smith about it, he was decidedly 
uninterested. 

“The guy has got a ton of acco-
lades, and that’s just part of being 
a great player,” Smith said. “To get 
it this early in your junior year is 
pretty impressive.”

That’s about all I could get out of 
him. 

In his defense, Smith, usually 
a great interviewee, had just seen 
his squad put together an inspired 
second-half performance to pull out 
a crucial Ivy League road win. 

But it was not that he wasn’t im-
pressed by Agho’s achievement, or 
even that he didn’t appreciate his 
star’s body of work over the course 
of his three years here. It was that 
marks like 1,000 points really aren’t 
that significant in the minds of bas-
ketball people.

But it’s not just Smith. Think 
about it: When was the last time 
you heard a college basketball 
commentator talk about a player’s 
career stats? Unless someone is 
the leading career scorer in school 
or conference history, you don’t. 
There’s never a Kyle-Singler-just-
scored-his-2,000th-point an-
nouncement (as he did earlier this 
season), or at least not nearly as 
much of one as you’d hear if he 
were racking up home runs, steals, 
or hits. 

ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TRIPLE THREAT  |  Sophomore QueenDenise Okeke made history last weekend with a jump of 12.43m, good enough to seal her name in the CU record books.

Okeke shatters Lions all-time triple jump record

Career feats 
unnoticed in 
college sports

Boom 
Goes the 
Dynamite

ZACH
GLUBIAK

When was the last 
time you heard a 
college basketball 
commentator talk 
about a player’s career 
stats?

BY KUNAL GUPTA
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Many great tennis players have passed 
through the gates of Columbia’s campus. 
As the first college in the country to play 
organized tennis, the University has quite 
a history on the court. Some players, such 
as Vitas Gerulaitis, who was ranked as 
high as No. 3 in the world, became in-
ternational stars. Oscar Chow, CC ’03, 
garnered national attention as an All-
American and NCAA singles quarterfi-
nalist. Jon Wong, CC ’09, became the first 
player in Columbia history to win three 
Ivy titles in his career. But when it’s all 
said and done, junior Haig Schneiderman 
might become the best player ever to don 
light blue.

Schneiderman, who plays No. 1 singles 
this year, has improved every facet of his 
game dramatically since he first arrived 
on campus. Schneiderman went 6-1 in Ivy 
play as a freshman, earning Ivy League 
Rookie of the Year, and he followed that 
up with an even better sophomore cam-
paign. He reached the semifinals of the 
regional championships, the biggest indi-
vidual tournament of the year, went 7-0 in 
Ivy play at No. 3 singles, and was named 
to the second team all-Ivy. Schneiderman, 
whose game is as aggressive on the court 
as he is quiet off of it, has grown into the 
leader of the team and the key to the 
squad’s goal of winning its third straight 
Ivy title.

But for all of his accolades and awards 
today, Schneiderman wasn’t always a ten-
nis superstar. 

“I was up and down in junior tennis,” 
recalls Schneiderman, who is an eco-
nomics major. “I was down a lot in the 

under-14s and under-16s. I was never re-
ally that good. I just cracked the top 50 
[nationally] as a senior, but that was just 
because I was doing well in New York at 
the end of the under-18s.”

But Columbia men’s tennis coach Bid 
Goswami recruited Schneiderman, see-
ing something different in him. 

“I thought he had a lot of talent, even 
as a junior,” Goswami said. “I think he 
was right there, even though his ranking 
wasn’t that much. He wasn’t shy, even 
after he became No. 1 [in New York]. 
Usually when they get to No. 1, they shy 
away from tournaments because there is 
nowhere to go but down, but he went in 
there and won eight or nine out of 10 tour-
naments. I thought that really showed the 
character of the guy—he loved tennis and 
had a passion for it. He got to No. 1 and he 
stayed there.”

growing up in new york
Fellow junior Rajeev Deb-Sen has 

known Schneiderman since they were 
kids, attending the same high school and 
practicing together for years before that. 

“He has always been extremely dedi-
cated to his tennis, and his hard work has 
paid off as he has improved tremendously 
over the years,” Deb-Sen said. 

Coming from New York City, 
Schneiderman didn’t get to play as much 
tennis as most other juniors around the 
nation.

“I played once or twice per week,” he 
said. “I was lucky I was with a good coach 
who allowed me to get the most out of my 
time on court.”

Chris Pucci, who has coached 
Schneiderman since he was seven 
years old, was always thinking about 

the big picture. 
“Even when I was younger, he was al-

ways developing my game, even though 
I was losing a lot,” Schneiderman said. 
“It was a long-term goal. I always played 
offensively.”

Pucci knew from the start that 
Schneiderman had talent.

“The biggest thing I saw was his need 
for knowledge. He was always looking to 
get better,” Pucci said. “He was a sponge—
he always wanted information. He had 
athleticism even when he was younger. 
He had great basketball skills. I was able 
to mold and develop him.”

But despite his talent, Schneiderman 
lacked consistency on the court. 

“I was always looking for an excuse. 
I would lose a lot of matches 7-5, 6-0 af-
ter I would just get pissed off,” he said. “I 
beat the lower-ranked guys and lost to the 
higher-ranked ones. I didn’t really believe 
in myself.”

Schneiderman’s game improved rap-
idly once he came to college, due in large 
part to the fact that he was now playing 
and practicing more often with much 
better players. He kept improving in the 
spring and was instrumental in the Lions’ 
2009 Ivy title.

He worked hard over the summer of 
2009 with assistant coach Amin Khalaf 
to get stronger and fitter, with one sim-
ple goal in mind: “I wanted to be the best 
No. 3 player, and I knew we could win the 
Ivies again.”

Schneiderman worked hard on his 
defense, but didn’t see any results right 
away, losing in the first round of every fall 
tournament leading into regionals. But ALYSON GOULDEN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RETURNING STRONG  |  Fighting injuries, Schneiderman will face stiffer 
competition as Columbia’s No. 1 singles player. The Lions begin Ivy play April 1.

Schneiderman looks to join Columbia’s elite

SEE GLUBIAK, page 7

SEE TENNIS, back page

several solid performances, finishing in 
the top three in both the long jump and 
high jump in the Lafayette/Rider Winter 
Games-Invitational last February and the 
Princeton Elite Meet in May. Okeke per-
formed well in the Ivy League Outdoor 
Championships a week later. Competing 
in the triple jump (12.22m), long jump 
(5.92m), high jump (1.63m), and the 4 
x 100m relay (46.51 seconds), Okeke 
placed fifth in the triple and long jump 
events and seventh in the high jump, and 
joined her teammates for a third-place 
finish in the 4 x 100m.

As a three-sport athlete in high school, 
Okeke’s choice of sport may seem per-
plexing given her lack of formal train-
ing. Ofoche, who referred to herself as 
Okeke’s “sister from another mother,” 

“friend,” and “TFI triple-threat partner,” 
described Okeke as the “silent but deadly” 
type. This mentality was exactly the rea-
son that Okeke decided to focus on track. 
“It gave me the best opportunity to be an 
individual,” she said. 

“She [Okeke] is such a competitor and 
refuses to let anything in the external en-
vironment invade her focus,” O’Neal said. 

O’Neal called Okeke’s work ethic “phe-
nomenal.” “When she returned to school 
this fall, it was clear she had trained all 
summer and was motivated to take the 
necessary steps to competing at a higher 
level,” O’Neal said.

But for Okeke, the record is just the 
start.

“We talk about goals a lot on our team,” 
O’Neal said. “For this year, Queen’s goals 

are to continue to break her school re-
cords in the triple jump, win the triple 
jump at the Ivy League Championship 
indoors and outdoors, and move up the 
national rankings.” With six weeks re-
maining in the indoor season, Okeke is 
ranked No. 34 in the nation in the triple 
jump. Only the nation’s top 16 qualify for 
nationals. Okeke hopes to be there, but 
she understands that with so much time 
left in her Columbia career there is a lot 
of room for improvement.

That could certainly come this week-
end. The team will compete at one of 
the most prestigious competitions in 
the nation, the New Balance Collegiate 
Invitational at The Armory.

11m 13m

tiffany jimison, 11.36m (1994)

teri martin, 11.47m (1995)
stacey martindale, 11.58m (2000)

alissa ochs, 11.97m (2007)
elisse douglass, 12.13m (2006)

queendenise okeke 
12.46m (2011)

triple jump records 
at columbia

graphic by yuma shinohara

uzunma udeh, 12.16m (2009)
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Agho has potential to reach the top

Now part of that may be 
that it’s harder to compare 
different time periods in 
college basketball than in 
almost any other major sport. 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was 
not allowed to play varsity 
basketball as a freshman at 
UCLA, forever skewing his 
career numbers during the 
Bruins’ dynasty under the leg-
endary John Wooden. Today, 
some of the best college play-
ers turn their institutions 
into glorified pit stops on the 
way to the NBA—see Derrick 
Rose at Memphis, John Wall 
at Kentucky, or pretty much 
wherever John Calipari hap-
pens to be coaching at any 
given time.

Simmons’ column ad-
dressed the NBA, where 
players are not restricted by 
redshirt years and presum-
ably are there for the long 
haul, where at least finan-
cially, the pros are the end of 
the line. There is no next stop. 
Even then, he needed sev-
eral thousand words to feel 
like he’d constructed a sound 
argument for the legitimacy 
of using career numbers to 
compare NBA stars (and even 
then, only loosely).

How, then, could you ever 
try to construct a similar ar-
gument about college basket-
ball? I absolutely do not have 
the space Simmons did, but 
then again, I’d like to limit 
myself to arguing about the 
Ivy League. 

The Ivy League, as in most 
sports, is a whole differ-
ent animal when it comes to 
men’s basketball. Players sim-
ply do not leave early. They 
stick around for four years, 
removing the John Wall fac-
tor and making the compari-
son to bygone years a little 
more tenable. Sure, there is 
the issue that we live in a 
culture in which freshmen 
may have a better chance at 
making an impact their first 
year, giving today’s hoopsters 
an extra year to pad their 
numbers. 

Consider, then, that of the 

top 10 all-time career scor-
ers at Columbia, five of them 
graduated in 1970 or before. 

(Quick aside: Two of 
them—Jim McMillian, No. 
2 on the list, and Heyward 
Dotson, No. 7—graduated in 
the same year, 1970. Imagine 
seeing that team play. It’s 
no wonder the last time we 
won the Ivy League was in 
the 1967-1968 campaign. 
McMillian and Dotson, in 
their sophomore, junior, and 
senior seasons, recorded 23, 
20, and 20 wins, respective-
ly—a staggering 63 wins over 
three years. Sort of reminds 
you of a certain Big Red team 
the past three years.) 

If players like Abdul-
Jabbar (who was in school 
from 1966-1969) were nega-
tively impacted by a hesitancy 
to play freshmen, the record 
books certainly don’t show 
that for Columbia’s athletes.

As a result, it doesn’t seem 
that the two major com-
plaints about using career 
numbers to compare play-
ers—that freshmen didn’t play 
as often in generations past, 
and that stars leave early for 
the pros today—really ap-
ply to Columbia. We are then 
free to use those numbers to 
compare players like Agho to 
guys like McMillian, Dotson, 
and the rest of the Light Blue 
record holders. 

Besides, how else will you 
know if what Agho is doing is 
good, great, or legendary? If 
he is this team’s best player, 
and this team is now 12-6 and 
knocking on the door of the 
Ivy League boardroom (from 
which Cornell was just un-
ceremoniously expelled, and 
where teams like Harvard and 
Princeton are currently sit-
ting and waiting), how does he 
stack up against the best play-
ers on teams of years past? 

What does Agho scoring 
1,000 points mean? Well, he’s 
now the 21st all-time points 
leader in Columbia history. 
The all-time leader? Buck 
Jenkins, with 1,767 points 
from 1989-1993. 

Agho is the 24th Lions 
player to hit 1,000 points, 

and the first to do it since 
John Baumann in 2007-
2008. This means that recent 
Morningside Heights main-
stays like Niko Scott and 
Patrick Foley didn’t hit the 
mark (taking into consider-
ation that Foley spent large 
chunks of time injured and 
Scott effectively turned over 
the reins of the offense to 
Agho last season). He’s also 
the first to do it as a junior 
since Craig Austin did it in 
the 2000-2001 season. 

Looking ahead, though, is 
where things could get inter-
esting. The 10th player on the 
all-time list, C.J. Thompson, 
registered 1,217 points from 
1993-1997. Agho, who cur-
rently sits at 1,012, has aver-
aged 16.8 points per game this 
season, up from 16.3 in 2009-
2010. Roughly averaging the 
two numbers, say he scores 
16.5 points per game for the 
rest of the season. He could 
have in the ballpark of 165 
more points the rest of the 
way, putting him at 1,177—50 
points away from the top 10 
all-time. 

Even further ahead, if 
Agho stays healthy and keeps 
scoring at his current rate, he 
would score 462 points next 
year as a senior. His total: 1,639 
points, good for third all-time. 
He would be 128 points off 
Jenkins’ career mark. That 
may seem like a lot, but if you 
spread that 128 points over the 
38 games left in Agho’s career, 
that’s just over three more 
points per game. 

So, what does 1,000 points 
mean? It means Agho has 
put himself in prime position 
to put his name all over the 
school record books. It also 
means that if he hits an extra 
three here and there, he could 
very well graduate as the lead-
ing scorer in Lions’ history. 

Maybe then Smith would 
have a little more to say.

 
Zach Glubiak is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in 
history. He is a member of 

the varsity men’s soccer team 
sports@columbiaspectator.

com 

GLUBIAK from page 6
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Goswami said something that 
stuck with him.

“Bid told me, ‘I think you could 
win regionals,’ and this gave me a 
lot of confidence,” Schneiderman 
said. “If he said that, even with Jon 
[Wong] and Mihai [Nichifor], that 
must mean I had a chance. It was 
a good feeling.”

Schneiderman reached the 
semifinals and continued his 
stellar play in the spring, win-
ning three tight matches in Ivy 
play at No. 3 singles, including the 
match that clinched the Ivy title 
for the Lions.

“I had put in the work before-
hand. I worked hard,” he said. “I 
had hit a lot of serves over the 
summer—I used to get up and hit 
serves at 9 a.m. on that court, court 
two. I was losing most of the ral-
lies in that third set, but I was hit-
ting three service winners a game. 
I went back to that moment when 
I was hitting serves with no one 
watching. At 4-5, I just kept the 
ball in the court and he missed.”

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r 
Schneiderman, once the adrena-
line of repeating at the Ivies last 
spring wore off, the aches and 
pains returned—namely, a back in-
jury that kept him on the sidelines 
until the NCAA Championships. 
The same injury flared up over 
the summer, preventing him from 
training as much as he wanted to. 
Schneiderman returned to cam-
pus this fall still injured and un-
able to put two matches together.

He was given a wildcard to the 
National Indoor Championships 
since Columbia was the host, and 
he took on some of the top players 
in the nation there.

“I had never played guys like 
this before,” Schneiderman said. 
“The first guy [Florida’s Alex 
Lacroix] is ranked No. 4 now, but I 
really think he’s the best. I thought 
I played amazing, but he was so 
quick, it was like time was a little 
slower for him.”

Schneiderman lost 6-2, 6-3, 
but got to play Georgia’s Wil 
Spencer, who has been ranked as 
high as No. 8, in the consolation 
draw. Schneiderman won the 
second set and had break points 
midway through the third, but 
lost 6-1, 6-7, 6-2.

“When you have a chance to 
take control of a point against 
these guys, you have to take that 
chance,” he said. “Otherwise, 
they’ll have you on your bike the 
whole match.”

the march to a three-peat
His back began to feel better 

over winter break, and it showed 
when he beat Yale’s Marc Powers, 
the top player in the Ivy League, 
in a tournament over break. He 
continued his strong play against 
Boston College, beating Akash 
Muppidi, who was ranked No. 60 
in the fall. Next up, during ITA 
Kick-Off Weekend, was Austen 
Childs of Louisville, who was the 
NCAA singles runner-up in 2010. 
Schneiderman won the first set 
7-5, but Childs used his big serve 
to win the second and was up in 
the third when the match was 
stopped because the overall tour-
nament had been decided.

“I was up a set on the No. 8 play-
er in the country,” Schneiderman 
said. “It becomes a question of, 
‘Do you believe?’”

Schneiderman has embraced 
the challenge of playing No. 1 sin-
gles this spring. 

“There are no easy matches. 
There is no one hour, 15 minutes, 
and off the court,” he said. “But it’s 
more fun to play the best player—
it’s more of a challenge. I know I 
can do well against these guys. No 
one in the Ivies is unbeatable.”

His coach certainly has faith.
“I think he’s a tremendous 

player, and I think he’s one of 
the nicest kids you’ll ever meet. 
No one ever has anything bad to 
say about Haig,” Goswami said. 
“I’ve never seen him play a match 
where there is a problem, not one 
in three years or when he was a 
junior. I think he’s a great ambas-
sador for Columbia tennis, and 
I’m happy we have him.”

In his own words, 
Schneiderman became a leader 
through his accomplishments on 
the court.

“It’s a responsibility to play at 
No. 1,” he said. “I expect to win ev-
ery match, and I think if the rest 
of the team sees that attitude, it 
motivates everyone else. Mihai 
[Nichifor] used to be the same 
way—same attitude every time.”

If his career trajectory so far is 

any indication, Schneiderman has 
not hit his peak yet. In fact, he may 
not even be close. As a two-time 
Ivy champion, the team’s hopes 
for a three-peat rest largely on 
Schneiderman’s shoulders. 

“He’s our top gun right now, 
so his performance is crucial to 
our success throughout the sea-
son,” said Deb-Sen, who has been 
playing No. 6 singles this year. 
“He’s off to a great start, showing 
some promising results against 
strong opponents, and I’m sure 
he will continue the trend. Tennis 
is all about confidence, so these 
last few matches have been great 
for him.”

Schneiderman has set lofty 
goals for himself on the court.

“I want to be an all-American—
that’s my goal hopefully this year 
and next year,” he said. “And, of 
course, I want to keep winning 
the Ivies. “

Associate head coach 
Howard Endelman believes that 
Schneiderman belongs in the up-
per ranks of college tennis. 

“Haig’s hard work and com-
mitment have helped him become 
a player consistently competing 
with the top 50 players in all of 
college tennis,” Endelman said. 
“When he recovers fully from his 
injury, Haig has the potential to 
be an all-American by next year.”

Pucci, who coached on the 
pro tour for 11 years, also believes 
Schneiderman can take his game 
to the next level.

“He has the capability. 
Provided his body holds up, he 
has a shot at pro tennis,” he said. 
“A lot of that is belief that I belong 
there, and he’s starting to believe 
he belongs there, in the upper ech-
elons of college tennis and then 
the next level.”

Pucci believes Schneiderman 
can make his mark at Columbia 
even without an ATP title or an 
ATP point to his name.

“He could feasibly be one of 
the best that’s ever stepped out of 
the doors at Columbia,” he said.

“I just want to focus on my 
preparation,” Schneiderman said. 
“I know if I put in my best effort, 
I’ll be happy with my results.”

He added, “I don’t think I 
know my ceiling yet. I’m just go-
ing to work as hard as I can to find 
out what it is.” 

Tennis star strives for third straight title
TENNIS from page 6
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