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NEGLECT?| Rick, a resident of the Pennington on 95th Street, says that his landlord has allowed his apartment to deteriorate, while illegally renting

out SROs in the building to tourists at higher prices. Rick says that he feels unsafe with strangers frequently coming in and out of his building.

Despite recent stabbing, crime down in Harlem

BY AARON KIERSH AND KIM KIRSCHENBAUM
Columbia Daily Spectator

In the first week of January, nine-
year-old Anthony Maldonado was fa-
tally stabbed by his 25-year-old cousin
at the General Grant Houses.

This news broke just a few weeks
after the New York Police Department
announced a record-low murder rate
for 2009—with the fewest homicides
in a 12-month period since the current
tracking system was created in 1963.

With murder and overall crime
rates declining significantly throughout
Morningside Heights and West Harlem,
as well as the rest of the city, the mur-
der at the public housing complex on
Amsterdam, just north of 123rd Street,
reminded residents that serious crimes
still occur, despite changing trends.

The changes within the Police
Department’s 26th Precinct, which en-
compasses the Columbia campus and
much of West Harlem, are equally dra-
matic as citywide declines. CompStat,
which the Police Department uses to
track crime citywide, reports that in
1990, 15 murders occurred within the
26th Precinct. Last year, there were only

two. And while 339 robberies took place
in this region in 1998, only 197 were re-
ported within the precinct in 2009.

Other comparable neighborhoods
have also shown dramatic decreases,
with Washington Heights jumping from
103 murders in 1990 to only 2 in 2009,
and the South Bronx decreased from 72
murders in 1990 to 14 last year.

Jeffrey Fagan, co-director of
Columbia’s Center on Crime,
Community, and Law, said that these
trends reflect nationwide changes.

“The homicide rates have been go-
ing down for a long time. It is a broad
historical ... decline across the board in
cities as diverse as Milwaukee to, say, St
Louis,” he said, adding, that the major
decline in Harlem and New York dates
back 15 years.

At Grant Houses though, some of the
recent crimes—two instances of animal
abuse and a major drug bust, along with
the murder—have raised some questions
about the historical trends.

“Theré’s crime on every street, every
corner; Robert Exorphe, a resident at
Grant Houses, said. “People have been

SEE CRIME, page 2
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Land swap conflict sparks zoning war

i

BY SARAH DARVILLE
Spectator Staff Writer

Six months after Jewish
Home Lifecare and developer
Chetrit Group proposed a con-
troversial land swap, the deal re-
mains in zoning limbo.

In August 2009, Jewish
Home Lifecare, a nursing
home on 106th Street between
Columbus and Amsterdam
avenues, announced a plan to
swap properties with Park West
Village developer Chetrit. The
deal would allow the nursing
home to acquire space on 100th
Street to build a new facility,
and allow Chetrit to develop
properties on 106th.

Jewish Home is entrenched
in a nearly three-year zon-
ing battle with several neigh-
borhood organizations. City
council member Melissa Mark-
Viverito announced in October
that she had a solution, but now
questions linger about the fi-
nancial reality of her plan.

In 2007, community

activists organized a sweeping
downzone of the Manhattan
Valley neighborhood, to limit
tall developments.

But local politicians granted
JHL at 106th Street an exemption,
because the non-profit claimed
it needed less-restrictive zoning
regulations so that it could build
anew nursing facility.

So activists who had fought
for the downzone were sur-
prised when JHL announced
in 2009 that it would be giving
its property to Chetrit—a deal
which JHL officials claimed was
the only viable financial option.

Some residents feared that
Chetrit would take advantage
of the less-restrictive zoning
laws at 106th, put in place for
the nursing home, and build an
out-of-context skyscraper.

In response to cries of betray-
al, City Council member Melissa
Mark-Viverito, with the support
of Manhattan Borough President
Scott Stringer, announced in
October that she would begin
applying to downzone the JHL

property herself, rather than wait
for JHL to take care of it once the
Chetrit deal is finished.

Chetrit officials have said
since the swap was announced
that they plan to abide by the
neighborhood’s restrictions,
and JHL said they would ini-
tiate and pay for the rezoning,
but only after a deal is set, which
JHL spokesperson Ethan Geto
said would likely be in 2011.

Now, questions remain over
how the immediate downzone
that Mark-Viverito proposed
will actually be funded, since
finances do not typically come
from a single party.

Part of the process would
include a costly Environmental
Impact Statement.

Hope Cohen,a Community
Board 7 member, said in an
interview, “At the December
land-use meeting, Melissa
Mark-Viverito came and talk-
ed about needing the $200,000.
I'm hoping that everyone

SEE JEWISH HOME, page 2
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Politicians protest
city’s illegal hotels

Tenants, legislators fight to stop

BY HIEN TRUONG
Spectator Staff Writer

After Anne Cunninghan’s su-
perintendent caught her speaking
with a journalist last year, he called
the police.

Cunningham, a resident of
Tempo Hotel, a residential hotel
on 73rd Street, said that her home
often feels like a prison, and the call
to the police was just one example
of the oppressive environment.

Asatenants’ rights advocate, she
is not alone in her frustrations with
a persisting phenomenon on the
Upper West Side of what local pol-
iticians call “illegal hotels”—tradi-
tional residential buildings that are
used as tourist hotels and hostels.

Opponents have criticized
landlords for illegally renting
residential apartments to tourists
for years, because these landlords
often make a greater profit from
visitors, compared to permanent
low-income tenants.

Though a New York State
Supreme Court decision one year
ago said that these hotel converts
are in fact legal, this week, city and
state legislators and community ac-
tivists are renewing the fight against
these hotel conversions.

Legal or illegal?

Three buildings have been at
the center of the controversy—the
Continental and the Pennington,
both on 95th Street, and the
Mount Royal on 94th Street. The
buildings are all Single Room
Occupancy buildings, or SROs,
with rooms that have either a
bathroom or a kitchen.

In 2007, the New York Supreme
Court granted the city an injunc-
tion, which stated that those three
buildings could not be used as ho-
tels or hostels.

But the case of City of New
York v. 330 Continental LLC in
2009 overturned that injunction.
The State Appellate Court ruled in
January 2009 that though units in
these buildings were being used for
“transient occupancy; or stays of less
than 30 days, the city could not prove
that the buildings were used primar-
ily for that purpose. This effectively
allowed the landlords to continue
converting SROs to hotels.

- landlords from renting to tourists

Now, New York State Assembly
member Richard Gottfrieds office,
with the support of Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, is currently draft-
ing legislation in response to the
Appellate Court ruling.

According to Gottfried’s deputy
chief of staff Michael Kaplan, a bill
which will be introduced later this
month will clarify the difference
between permanent residence—
“Class A multiple dwellings”—and
a transient occupancy.

Right now, transient occupan-
cy is too ambiguous, Kaplan said.
“It’s legal and illegal depending on
whose definition you use;” he said.

Gottfried protested the idea
that buildings could legally
house both transient and per-
manent residents.

“If a building’s certificate of
occupation says that it is a Class
A multiple dwelling, that’s all it
should be. I believe the [ Appellate]
court decision misinterpreted the
current law;” Gottfried said. “I be-
lieve that the city’s bill will make
that crystal clear”

‘Not exactly the Plaza Hotel’

For some residents of these
buildings, renewed legislative efforts
to halt the practice of illegal hotels
could not come soon enough.

Rick, one resident of the
Pennington, who has lived in the
building for more than 15 years and
declined to give his last name for
fear of retribution from the land-
lord, said that he believes govern-
ment action up to this point is “just
tied up in knots in the court and
tied up in political corruption”

In converting SRO units into
hostel units, the Pennington has ne-
glected to address the needs of ten-
ants with stabilized rents, he said,
pointing out the caving floorboard
in his own unit, deterioration of paint
and plaster on his ceiling, and cracks
on his walls.

While catering to tourists
leaves the building clean, he said
that he does not feel safe with
strangers in the building.

He said he has even received
knocks on his door soliciting drugs
and sex.

Rick said that the Penningtons

SEE HOTELS, page 2

Barnard prepares to launch spruced-up website

BY CARLY SILVER
Spectator Staff Writer

Barnards makeover has gone
digital.

As students get acquainted with
the new Diana student center, which
opened this month after years of con-
struction, Barnard’s Electronic Com-
munications is currently in the pro-
cess of revamping its entire website,
according to Director of Electronic
Communications Scott DiPerna.

The construction process was
launched in January, and DiPerna
said he hopes to have the new web-
site up by the end of the year.

The current website has generally
been criticized for being unorganized,
technologically behind, and disjoint-
ed. The new site will be more stream-
lined and advanced, with a single con-
tent management system, or CMS, to
simplify navigation.

The CMS will allow the website to
have blogs, syndicated content like
RSS feeds, event calendars and news-
letters for departments, and easily up-
dated faculty profiles. The content will
allow for more multimedia features.

DiPena said that Barnard President
Debora Spar has urged on the devel-
opment. “She’s a driving force behind
modernizing Barnard and especially
bringing new technological advance-
ment to the college. She really cham-
pioned this project,” DiPerna said. He

also added that Spar’s goal is to keep e .

the Barnard legacy intact.

Headed by DiPerna and Barnard

Vice President for Information
Technology Carol Katzman, the CMS
Advisory Committee, consisting of
professors and administrators with an
interest in the website’s reconstruc-
tion, will determine its aesthetics.

To keep students, faculty, and ad-
ministration updated on the site’s prog-
ress, the Electronic Communications
Department regularly updates a blog,
barnardwebsite.wordpress.com.
There, students can offer suggestions.
DiPerna said, “Tlook at that thing dai-
ly to see what people have said. That,
to me, is a perfect forum for having
these types of conversations”

Some students expressed a desire
to make the site more interactive.

SEE WEBSITE, page 2
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Show immerses audience
in intellectual web

Columbia Stages’ “Black Snow”
follows a Russian writer along
his ascension to fame and search
for intellectual gratification. The
production is directed by Colum-
bia MFA candidate Mikhael Tara
Garver.

Sports, page 6

high jump records

Sophomore Monique Roberts

promising season.

Monique Roberts breaks

proves a big asset to Columbia track
and field as she breaks school and
personal records in the high jump.
In fact, this past weekend, she set
anew school record of 1.82m. She
now looks forward to the rest of a

Opinion, page 4

War on warming

Our understanding of climate
change can never come too early,
but the actions we take can come
too late.

Jigsaw pieces

Anna Arons embarks on a
metaphor hunt to connect the dots
between board games and the real
game of life.

Today’s Events

Wind down Wednesday

Let’s face it. We could all use a
“free mini back-rub.”
Ist floor lounge, Wien, 4-5 p.m.

PitchFest

You've got 90 seconds to pitch
your entrepreneurial venture.
301 Uris, 6:30 p.m.
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UWS illegal hotels spur
new legislation, action

HOTELS from front page

employees are unresponsive to ten-
ant requests and inquiries regarding
the building’s operations. “They play
dumb;” he said. “How much can you
take? This is just a game they play to
get you out;” he added.

David Satnick of Loeb and Loeb
LLP who represents Continental
LLC, the owners of the Pennington,
denied allegations that the compa-
ny is trying to get rid of any of its
tenants. He said allegations of ha-
rassment are a serious matter and
he encourages individuals to come
forward.

When asked about the accu-
sations of shoddy maintenance
work and unresponsive landlords,
Satnick added, “This is something
Id like to know about because it
means my employees aren't doing
the best job they should”

Satnick was one of the lawyers
representing the Continental LLC
in the 2009 State Apellate Court
case that that ruled in favor of tran-
sient residential hotels.

He said in a recent interview,
the Pennington and its sister ho-
tels are legal and provide tourists
a chance to explore the city in a
tough economy.

“These hotels have been tran-
sient since the beginning of time.
They’ve always been a hybrid,
Satnick said.

“When most hotels in New York
got to be so expensive, alot of visitors
started looking for alternate accom-
modations. A single room is not ex-
actly the Plaza Hotel,” he said.

Tenants forced out?

At other SROs on the Upper
West Side, tenants say they have
faced harassment by managers
and landlords. A tenant in a rent-
stabilized apartment on the first
floor of the Imperial Court Hotel
on 79th Street, who wished to re-
main anonymous for fear of ha-
rassment, said that he knows of
cases within the building where
landlords have taken tenants to
court on false charges in attempts
to illegally evict them.

“They don't do repairs, they don't
put the heat on, they tamper with the
mail. They're treating tenants like
second class citizens,” he added.

He said that he also reported a
complaint to the Department of
Buildings that “over 60 percent”
of the Imperial’s rooms are being
used as hotel rooms, as evidenced
by their keypad locks as opposed
to basic doorknobs.

The complaint can be found on
the Department of Buildings web-
site, which says that further inspec-
tion is scheduled.

“Legislation has to be stronger,
with much more teeth. It has been
ineftective,” he said.

Sarah Morgan, assistant manag-
er at the Imperial Court, denied al-
legations of illegal evictions or any
such attempts. Landlord Michael
Edelstein could not be reached for
comment.

Despite the fact that the
Imperial advertises online, some
West Side residents said they had
no idea tourists are staying in near-
by buildings.

Andrea Fry, a resident in the
neighborhood since 1991, said she
hadn’t heard of any controversy.

“I wasn't aware, but I don’t
doubt it;” she said.

Legislative agenda

In February of 2008, Gottfried
introduced Assembly bill A.6013,
with the co-sponsorship of sev-
eral politicians and the Illegal
Hotels Working Group, to ad-
dress concerns over illegal hotels.
The bill included several different
pieces of legislation surrounding
illegal hotels.

While the original bill never
made it to the floor, the offices
of assembly members Gottfried,
Linda Rosenthal, and Micah
Kellner are each slated to intro-
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RENT | Tenants say that landlords
have neglected rent-stabalized
apartmnents in illegal hotels.

to her legislative director Jonathan
Davis. That bill will limit the ability
to solicit a lease in SRO residential
buildings to “flesh and blood human
beings” as opposed to corporate enti-
ties, which can currentlylease blocks
of these buildings and transform
them into hotels, Davis said.

“These folks are a source of ha-
rassment of tenants,” Davis said.
The bill is an attempt to restore
these buildings to their intended
purposes, he added.

According to Legislative
Director Eliyanna Kaiser, Kellner’s
office is slated to introduce legis-
lation that will allow the Attorney
General to consider the operation
of an “illegal hotel” as a factor in
deciding whether or not to grant
requests by building owners for
condo and co-op conversion.

Gottfrieds office will introduce
a provision that will allow the city
to enforce state rent control and
stabilization requirements. “When
alandlord takes a residential apart-
ment and illegally rent them out as
transient hotels, this deprives the
city of affordable housing and the
regular tenants have to put up with
disruption;” Gottfried said.

Turning the tide

An advocate of tenants’ rights
for over 30 years, Tempo Hotel
resident Cunningham said the
problem is so rampant around the
city that her efforts have become a
“work of dedication”

She said the superintendent
has been a source of fear and in-
timidation for many residents. His
services have been terminated by
AIMCO, a real-estate investment
trust that oversees the Tempo, as of
this past Friday after an investiga-
tion prompted by tenants’ written
complaints, she said.

Neither the superintendent nor
an AIMCO representative could be
reached for comment.

“There is so much money to
make from this that it has be-
come a game,” Cunningham said.
“Politically, the momentum is lost
because the problem has been out
of control for so long;” she said.

Of the proposed legislation she
said, “We have many elected offi-
cials on our side, but there are many
more who are upstate where it is
not affecting their communities”

“It would be a miracle if it
passed in our favor;” she added.

Jackie Del Valle, commu-
nity organizer at the West Side
Neighborhood Alliance, a commu-
nity group that mobilizes residents
on housing issues, agreed that the
issue remains unsolved.

According to Del Valle, West Side
Neighborhood Alliance has done an
informal study and suspects that
there are at least 297 “illegal hotels”
in the city. The Alliance considers
these hotels illegal if they are rent-
ing rooms out on a transient basis,
when their certificate of occupancy
reads that they are intended for per-
manent residence. Del Valle empha-
sized that while those numbers are
by no means conclusive, they indi-
cate the scope of the problem.

She said, “The loophole that was
created by this unfortunate ruling

duce parts of it this week. really needs to be fixed”

Rosenthal will introduce the hien.truong@
“Natural Persons Bill, according columbiaspectator.com
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Barnard professors, techies debate revamped website

WEBSITE from front page

“I would certainly enjoy a more
personable or user-friendly inter-
face which allows for interaction,”
said Madalena Provo, BC ’12,
class vice president. She also ex-
pressed interest in a personalized
page for eBear—Barnard’s email
and student profile system—but,
in a Jan. 15 post on the Barnard
website blog, DiPerna stressed
that eBear—as a series of inter-
nal applications—will require a
separate redesign.

A majority of the blog com-
ments have come from alumnae
and professors, and not students.

Charlie Dinkin, BC ’12, said, “I
trust them to get it right without
reading or commenting on a blog”

Chemistry professor Christian
Rojas expressed a desire for the
redesign to make “accounting and
tracking of budgets and budget ex-
penditures more straightforward””

And Elizabeth Castelli,
Barnard professor and chair of
the religion department, said, “I
think that the main thing that

I would like to see is ... more
focus on intellectual work that’s
going on at the college.”

There has also been some de-
bate about preserving department
websites with the new design.

Lesley Shrap, anthropology
professor, commented, “I hope
that you’ll let departments keep
their web sites ... to help main-
tain the individual character of
the department.”

DiPerna responded saying that
non-participating departments
“will not enjoy any of the benefits

of CMS, which would be aloss not
only for your department, but the
College as a whole”

He added, “There is obvi-
ously a balance to strike for ac-
ademic departments: to clearly
be part of the whole College,
while maintaining the depart-
ment’s distinct character. And
it will obviously require some
level of compromise from ev-
eryone, but ... I believe we will
all be better for it.”

carly.silver
@columbiaspectator.com

Despite recent Harlem violence, crime down citywide

CRIME from front page

shot a lot. People do get stabbed,
and people do drugs. I do see it,
the police see it, whats going on
every day”

But James Harper, the com-
munity affairs officer at the 26th
precinct, explained that the re-
cent Grant Houses incidents are
fairly common and do not sug-
gest that crime is on the rise.

“To me, these incidents do
not seem unusual,” Harper said.
“Crime is down overall, but this
kind of thing is not unusual
for this type of neighborhood.
Stabbings are not uncommon at
all. They happen all year round,
especially in a place like the Grant
Houses. Generally people are hap-
py with the situation, though”

Fagan agreed that the re-
cent crimes are not statistically
meaningful. “Things spike ...
Very rarely is anything flat. If it
spikes up and stays up, then I'd
be worried,” Fagan said.

Sarah Martin, president of
the Grant Houses Residents
Association, explained that the
January murder is not indicative
of the general nature of crime at
Grant Houses.

‘It was an isolated issue,
Martin, resident for 50 years, said,
adding, “I think that our biggest
crime here is drug-related. There
are many people out there that
are jobless and for other reasons
are trying to make a dollar” And
in January, 11 people were in fact
indicted for selling cocaine in and
around the housing complex.

For many residents living at
the Grant Houses, these isolated
crimes in the first month of the
decade are not cause for alarm.

“I've been here 52 years and
I've never had a problem because
everybody here knows me,” Rose
Rodriguez, a Grant Houses resi-
dent, said.

For some local officials there
remains much room for improve-
ment in public safety, despite
larger declines in crime.

“We can’t get comfortable,”
Reverend Georgiette Morgan-
Thomas, Community Board 9
chair for health and environ-
ment issues, said. “It’s an ongo-
ing task that we have to be vigi-
lant about,” she said.

But City Councilman Robert
Jackson, a Democrat who

represents parts of Harlem and
Morningside Heights, said that
better communication between
the NYPD and residents has
helped reduce crime.

“When you build a relation-
ship between community and
police, when police know about
what’s going on in a certain area,
people are able to communicate
directly,” Jackson said. “That
helps to keep the neighborhood
safe. We should be positive about
what’s happened here”

“There really has been a gal-
lant effort on the part of police,
Morgan-Thomas said. Jackson
added, “As a member of the city
council, the most important
thing is the safety of the people
I represent”

news@columbiaspectator.com

Upper West Side land swap dispute causes strife

JEWISH HOME from front page

realizes that we don't really need
an EIS of that magnitude.”

Geto, spokesperson for JHL, said
that JHL is close to finishing a re-
strictive declaration in a few weeks—
alegal agreement that binds them to
adownzone when they complete the
swap. He said that this would meet
everyone’s needs and not require
community activists or politicians
to shovel out large sums of money
for an unnecessary zoning process.

“That [the restrictive decla-
ration] will give the community
and elected officials the comfort
they need, and everyone will
know with certainty that they’ll
get the zoning they want if we

sell to Chetrit,” JHL spokesper-
son Ethan Geto said.

But CB7 member Miki
Fiegel said, “People don't trust
Chetrit, and Jewish Home had
this about-face. The community
wants to feel protected”

Glory Ann Kerstein, president
of the Duke Ellington Boulevard
Neighborhood Association—
which fought for the original
downzone— said she did not trust
the restrictive declaration, but also
expressed concerns about the sta-
tus of Mark-Viveritos plan.

“The declaration is only as good
as it can be enforced,” she said, add-
ing that her organization does not
have the money to hold Chetrit ac-
countable in court.

Kerstein said that Mark- Viverito
asked the community for help with
fundraising for the downzone at a
December meeting, but added, “It’s
three months later, and we're not
clear what's happened”

CB7 member Sheldon Fine
said that paying for an immediate
downzone seemed unnecessary.
“Elected officials feel compelled to
guarantee in the short run anyway,’
Fine said. “The obstacle now seems
to be the cost”

Stringer said in an e-mail
on Tuesday, “The residents
in this area have been work-
ing for years to make sure
that new developments are in
keeping with the context of this
neighborhood”

He continued, “With the an-
nouncement of Jewish Home
Lifecare’s land swap proposal this
past summer, it became clear that
the only guarantee against out-of-
scale development was an imme-
diate re-zoning ... By supporting
Council member Mark-Viverito’s
planned rezoning of this area, I
believe we can offer more timely
protections against future high-
rise development on and around
the current JHL site”

Representatives for Chetrit did
not respond to requests for com-
ment. Mark-Viveritos office did
not respond to repeated requests
for comment.

sarah.darville@
columbiaspectator.com
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Columbia Stages production covers M’side in ‘Black Snow’

BY DANIEL FLICKER
Columbia Daily Spectator

Make no mistake—Columbia
Stages’ new production, “Black Snow;”
has lofty ambitions.

Following a young writer as he is
catapulted into the throes of artis-
tic recognition, the play—according to its press
release—sees the protagonist, a bohemian writer
named Sergei, fall “down the rabbit hole into an ad-
venture of ridiculous proportions” Adapted from
Mikhail Bulgakov’s 1967 novel, “Black Snow” ad-
dresses the artistic underbelly of Stalinist Russia with
razor-sharp wit and an undying love for the insane.
The play, showing at Riverside Theatre through Feb.
6, features an Alice in Wonderland-like rendition of
mid-century Moscow that serves as a backdrop for

one man’s tumultuous journey to greatness.
Upon finding out that the most prominent theater
in town wants to adapt his unpublished novel—entitled

“Black Snow”—Sergei is whisked into a manic world
of bureaucrats, megalomaniacs, and drama queens.
Set to an original score by Andrew Gerle and with a
text as giddy as it is satirical, “Black Snow” is a trippy
showcase of the road to literary fame.

Columbia MFA candidate Mikhael Tara Garver
directs the production, her senior thesis. Garver is
also the artistic director of The New Ensemble, a
New York-based group of actors and designers dedi-
cated to “telling stories in evocative, sensory environ-
ments,” according to the group’s mission statement.

“Black Snow” hopes to use the creative forces of the
Ensemble to create an engaging and poignant experi-
ence that—according to Garver in a phone interview—
literally “puts the audience inside of the piece”

As both a student and a seasoned professional
director, Garver believes that many of the play’s in-
tellectual themes are especially important in a uni-
versity community. Sitting in the theater and watch-
ing Sergei at work, “you [the audience] become
immersed in ideas of things, and in the romance of
what it is to think and learn,” Garver said.

As the young writer on stage struggles to maintain
control over his vision and manage the powers that be, the
audience is continually invited to question what it means
to leave one’s mark on the world, and whether public rec-
ognition at a high price is ultimately worthwhile.

But while the play poses many relevant ques-
tions on a cerebral level, Garver expects its emo-
tional content to be even more resonant, par-
ticularly for college students. “I think

that it’s incredibly human, especially in
New York, to be surrounded by thou-
sands of people and still to feel what
it is to be alone,” she said.

Garver believes that, like Sergei,
most undergraduates are forced to deal

with constant outside scrutiny for the first time
upon arriving at Columbia—an experience that,
in spite of the constant presence of colleagues
and advisors, can be deeply isolating. “This piece
looks at why it hurts to be alone ... and how to
continue to approach the day with hope and con-
nection. Solitude becomes a revelation—and col-
lege, and that time, is a part of it”

WHERE IT'S AT

Time: Wednesday-Saturday, Feb. 3-6, various times.
Place: Riverside Theatre, 490 Riverside Dr. (between
121st and 122nd streets)

Cost: Free with CUID

MFA candidate.

DANIEL FLICKER FOR SPECTATOR

FRESH'SNOW’ | Cast members of Columbia Stag-
es’ first production of the year, “Black Snow,”
rehearse on stage at Riverside Theatre. The
performance is directed by a current Columbia

BY ALISON HARD
Columbia Daily Spectator

For college students, recipes that
require a substantial investment of
time or money might seem intimi-
dating, but many “slow-cook” dish-
es can easily be adapted to cook

more quickly than called for without sacrific-
ing flavor. Cassoulet—a traditional stew from
southwestern France featuring white beans,
sausage, and duck—is the perfect one-pot meal
for the college student on a budget.
Unlike its

Twist on classic cassoulet provides one-pot warmth on the cheap

cousins boeuf bourguignon and coq au vin that
feature meat and wine, cassoulet is all about
the beans. When made with chicken stock or
water, the cost falls to as little as $4 per serv-
ing, depending on whether the chef includes
meats. With the emphasis off the meat, there
is no need to set up a marinade over night, so
no long-term planning is required.

A hot topic in France, cassoulet is sur-
rounded with intrigue—three different towns
claim to be its birthplace and each offers a
different rendition. The major

disagreements are over the use of lamb (a faux-
pas in Toulouse) and tomato (acceptable only
in Carcassonne).

Chef Régis Courivaud of Le Monde—
located on Broadway between 112th and
113th streets—said that cassoulet can easily
be made on the cheap at home. Le Monde of-
fers “Cassoulet Toulousain” at $17.25 for din-
ner and $16.25 for lunch, featuring lamb and
duck confit that has been cooked and cured
for days. To make at home, Courivaud advis-
es cutting out the lamb. Pre-made duck
confit goes for $10.99 a leg at Gourmet
Garage—which is on Broadway between

96th and 97th streets—and is

Ingredients:
Serves 4-6 (or can be saved to serve you all week)

3 cans great northern beans
4-6 cups water or chicken stock

4-6 slices thick bacon

4 carrots

1 red onion

*1 tomato or 1 small can tomato paste
*2-3 legs pre-cooked duck confit
Fresh parsley (approx. 6 sprigs)

Fresh thyme (approx. 6 sprigs)

1-2 bay leaves

Salt, pepper

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

while you prepare other ingredients.

and cook in skillet until carrots are just soft.
finished stew.

oven for at least one hour or as long as patience remains.

*Ingredients are optional.

(Cassoulet a la College Student

enough for two people.
According to tradi-

*1 package (4 sausages) pork sausage (unseasoned is best but sweet Italian is acceptable)

Pour beans and water or stock into large stockpot, preferably ceramic, and bring to a boil for two minutes, then leave on burner with heat off

While beans are soaking, cook sausages in a skillet until sides are browned (but not cooked through). Put sausages aside, then cut bacon
into 1-inch chucks and cook in skillet. Set bacon with sausages, draining off fat if you wish. Sweat chopped onion then add tomato and carrot

Duck confit can be cooked with the rest of the stew, or in a glass pan in the same 400 degree oven until the skin is crispy, then served on top of the

Place sausages, bacon, herbs and vegetables in pot with beans, adding more liquid if ingredients are not submerged. Cook, covered, in 400 degree

tional recipes, soaking
the dried beans overnight
is an essential, albeit
tricky, step. But there’s no
need to fret. If patience
and planning ability
appear lack-
ing around
dinner time,
buying canned
beans and
boiling them
for a couple of
minutes works
well instead.
Remember,
even the French
do not agree
about the “right”
way to make
cassoulet.
Courivaud
challenged, “You
see the one you
make, you see if
it’s close to the one

we have, and from
there you see if you
succeeded or not”

Former Columbian Lorca highlights everyday beauty of New York

BY ADRIANATOMA
Columbia Daily Spectator

It has been exactly 80 years
since Spanish poet, play-
wright, and novelist Federico
Garcia Lorca lived and studied
at Columbia University.

Born in 1898 in Fuente
Vaqueros—a village outside
of Granada, Spain—Lorca is
one of Spain’s most celebrated
writers, known for his inspired
plays, extraordinary poetry, and gift for prose.

Soon after his term at Columbia, Lorca moved
to Madrid and discovered his élan for writing. He
wrote his first play “The Butterfly’s Evil Spell” in
1920, which achieved extremely little success—it
depicted the romance of a butterfly and a cock-
roach, and was cancelled after four performances
due to lack of critical appreciation.

However, Lorca’s later plays, including
“When Five Years Pass” (1931) and “Blood
Wedding” (1932), were much better-received.

Lorca also became close friends with artist
Salvador Dali and filmmaker Luis Buiel, both
associated with the Surrealist movement in Spain.
Dali and Lorca collaborated on stage projects,
with Lorca as writer and Dali as set designer.

In addition to plays, Lorca wrote a num-
ber of poetry books throughout the 1920s and
1930s. Later, Lorca immortalized his year spent

Shorter
than
Fiction

COURTESY OF THE FEDERICO GARCIA LORCA FOUNDATION

CITY RHYTHM | Lorca, far right, wanders the
Columbia campus during his term as a student.

on Columbia’s campus in a collection entitled
“Poet in New York” (“Poeta en Nueva York”),
published in 1940.

In this collection, Lorca writes beautiful vers-
es—an apotheosis of New York with its urban
energy and mosaic of cultures, as well as an ode

to Harlem, which became his favorite neigh-
borhood during his stay in the city.

In Lorca’s poem “The Dawn,” from “Poet
in New York” under the subheading “Poems
of Solitude at Columbia University,” Lorca
writes: “The New York dawn grieves / Along
the immense stairways / Seeking amidst the
groins / spikenards of fine-drawn anguish.”

In his poem, “Ode to Walt Whitman,” also
published in “Poet in New York,” Lorca ven-
erates Whitman, imagining him in New York
as a source of inspiration: “And you, beautiful
Walt Whitman, sleep on the shores of the /
Hudson / With your beard pointed toward the
pole and your hands open. / Soft clay or snow,
your tongue is calling / comrades to watch over
your bodiless gazelle / Sleep : nothing remains
/ A dance of walls shakes the prairies / And
America skinks into machines and tears”

Lorca’s poems written in and about New
York describe the streets, the people, and the
natural environs of the city in beautiful and
evocative verses. He is known to have said

that his year in New York was both pivotal to
his literary career and full of inspiring images
and human interactions.

These images are familiar to us as students:
the Hudson River, dawn on Riverside Drive,
walking home on Broadway. All are moments
that Lorca captured with fresh eyes and with
great attention to the detail and beauty of quo-

tidian life in New York.

Author’s work
spans urban and
rural America

BY NICOLLETTE BARSAMIAN
Spectator Staff Writer

More than 30 years ago, Luc Sante,
CC ’76, worked at the Butler Library
reference desk as a Columbia student.
Today, Sante is the author of six
books, frequent contributor to the “New
York Review of Books,” recipient of the Whiting
Writers’ Award, and winner of the Grammy Award
for best album notes. He is currently a professor of
writing and photography at Bard College.

In his most recent book, “Folk Photography,”
Sante displays his real-photo postcard collection
and analyzes them with an eye for photogra-
phy and culture. The postcards depict myriad
American activities in the early 20th century.

“Almost anything could be the subject of a
real-photo postcard,” Sante said. “Babies, store-
fronts, bank robberies, house parties, hogs ...
The list is endless. Taken together, the cards
present a very complete picture of what rural
and small-town life was like a century ago.”

The title “Folk Photography” is partially de-
rived from the unexpected innovation that arises
from rural communication. The postcards “were
made by so many people in so many far-flung
small towns ... almost seeming as if they were
inventing photography and establishing its con-
ventions day by day,” Sante said.

The strong presence of folk music in America
also contributed to the booKk’s title. Folk sounds
appeared to be “the creation of a great floating
hive mind in the middle of the country well
before radio or sound films.”

Sante’s curiosity for postcards originated 30
years ago, when he purchased some from a street
peddler in New York City and began a collec-
tion. “They were physically beautiful ... And
they blurred so many lines: between public and
private, professional and amateur, art and ar-
tifact,” Sante said. His debut novel “Low Life,”
published in 1991, is more specifically rooted in
New York. “What I wrote was a work of litera-
ture about the gentrification of the lower east
side,” Sante said.

Sante noted differences between the New York
he once lived in and the city’s more modern evolu-
tion. He said, “My old dollar store where I used to
go buy sponges is now a rock club called Southpaw.
There’s no solution [to gentrification], really”

Back during Sante’s Columbia years, there was
a point at which he switched from writing po-
etry to prose, which he admitted “was very avant-
garde” Sante said, “I was a ‘writer’ when I was at
Columbia. It was a big time for poetry. All my
friends were poets. It was the hip thing to do”

Still, he has remained faithful to prose ever
since, from the novel “Low Life” to the essay
collection “Kill All Your Darlings”

“Writing is my passion. It’s my lever. It’s what
I do, who I am,” Sante concluded. “If you are re-
ally passionate about something, there’s no use
trying to be something else.”

COURTESY OF LUC SANTE

AMERICAN BEAUTY | Author and alum Luc Sante
writes about America’s cities and countrysides.
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A feast of a forum

n Monday night, mem-
bers of the Facebook
group “Protect Your

Right to Be off the Meal Plan”
attempted to protect that
right in person by attending a
Barnard Student Government
Association meeting. On
Thursday, SGA members and
Barnard administrators will
hold an open forum to further
discussion. The students in the
Facebook group may or may not
show up. Whether they do will
determine the power of their
grassroots organization and the
legitimacy of the impassioned
claims they made on Monday.
In December, Dean Dorothy
Denburg announced in an
e-mail that, beginning in
September, all Barnard stu-
dents will be required to pur-
chase a meal plan. Currently,
all first-years and Quad resi-
dents must have an unlimited
meal plan. The new policy
would require sophomores,
juniors, and seniors to sign
up for limited plans as well,
with the minimum value de-
termined based on class year
and residence. Some SGA
members knew about this be-
fore Denburg made the official
announcement, and, they said
on Monday, have been working
to find a balance between stu-
dents and administrators.
Shortly after the proposal
was announced, Barnard stu-
dents formed and populated the

Facebook group. On Monday,
some cited an opposition base
of 651 people.

Their decision to stand up
for what they believe in is com-
mendable. The administration’s
lack of transparency, guise of
community-building for what
is really a financial fix, and—
most notably—elimination of
each student’s choice of wheth-
er she wants to be on a meal
plan are all questionable at best
and condemnable at worst. The
Facebook group members aren’t
wrong. Ultimately, though,
however right they may be,
651 people on Facebook are
still only that—on Facebook.
For the organization and the
opinion of the students to be
taken into consideration at all
by Barnard’s administration,
they need to get off Facebook
and into the forum.

If students do attend
Thursday’s forum, it will be
SGA’s responsibility to support
them. SGA obviously wants to
preserve a good working rela-
tionship with the administra-
tion. But that working relation-
ship, once built, should be put
to use when there is an issue
about which students feel pas-
sionate. Student councils exist
to represent students, not ad-
ministrators. If students show
as much passion about this is-
sue in person as they do online,
the onus is on SGA to remem-
ber that.

tator.com.

Do you want

YOUR to voice

opinion?

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should
be between 700 and 900 words and express an
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes
or unfairly label groups or individuals. All
writers meet with an associate editor to edit
their submission before publication. Submis-
sions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspec-

For more information, come to our meeting
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

Climate as a
trigger for
conflict

BY ADRIAN SOGHOIAN

Climate change has long been seen as a
threat to infrastructure, food security, and
health. Recently, though, experts and politi-
cians have identified yet another affected area:
national security.

In July, Senator John Kerry directed the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations to dis-
cuss the potential effects of climate change on
national defense. He urged the panel to connect
the dots between a “ravaged environment and a
much more dangerous world”—two intimately
related realities, he says. Citing the findings
published by the Center for Naval Analyses in
the report “National Security and the Threat
of Climate Change,” Senator Kerry concluded
that acknowledging the consequences of cli-
mate change is not only about saving polar
bears. The risk of conflict, forced migration,
and failed states is more than a national con-
cern—it relates to global well-being.

Domestically, America has the wherewithal
to adapt to changing environmental stress. That
said, many consider the primary challenges that
the country faces to be indirect effects from
abroad: the climate-driven exacerbation of pre-
existing issues in developing states. Projected cli-
mate changes will impact food security and the
incidence of vector-borne diseases. Coastal and
deltaic regions are particularly at risk to sea level
rise—especially in countries with weak adaptive

capabilities. The confluence of these stressors—
when combined with already weak central gov-
ernments—can lead to de-stabilization and po-
litical turmoil.

The CNA identifies climate change as a
“threat multiplier for instability in some of the
most volatile and troubled regions in the world”
The de-stabilization of fragile countries opens
the door to radical ideologies and extremism—
environments potentially conducive to terror-
ism. Retired Admiral T. Joseph Lopez, one of the
eleven flag officers on the CNAs military advisory
panel, goes so far as to state that the conditions
produced by climate change will prolong the war
on terror. Insurgent and extremist groups can
gain political footholds by capitalizing on a weak
governments inability to provide basic services.

Research conducted by the Earth Institute’s
Center for International Earth Science
Information Network, the United Nations
Institute for Environment and Human Security,
and CARE International presented the link be-
tween climate change and human migration.
Resource scarcity (by 2025, 40 percent of the
worlds population will experience water short-
ages) and environmental degradation may force
migrations of workers, asylum seekers, and refu-
gees seeking more promising conditions.

Senator Kerry refers to these anticipated
migrants as EDPs—environmentally displaced
people. The CNA warns that EDPs canadd to a
nations internal unrest when groups move from
rural to urban centers, often over-stressing re-
sources at the new location. In less-developed
countries environmental degradation can fuel
migration to neighboring nations, producing
dangerous economic and political climates. The
massive loss of arable land over the last 50 years
in Bangladesh has contributed to an exodus to
India, often resulting in tense relations between

natives and migrants.

So what’s to be done? The CNA urges the
United States to assume a stronger international
role in promoting climate change mitigation with
the goal of stabilizing the climate before it reach-
es dangerously unmanageable levels. However,
the international peace-building organization
International Alert asserts that it is not mitiga-
tion so much as adaptation that we should be
concerned with.

Authors Dan Smith and Janani Vivekananda
state in their report “A Climate of Conflict” that
climate change is already upon us, and that even
with massive international cooperation and im-
mediate action to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, the initial effects—drought, sea level rise,
natural disasters—will continue to unfold over
the upcoming decades. Adaptation is crucial at
the international and regional scale and particu-
larly at the local community level. Policies must
be designed with the goal of securing action from
the local leaders and authorities—where most
climate-driven changes will occur.

Although the effects of climate change have
been discussed for decades, the national se-
curity consequences have only recently been
examined. Its true—the relationship between
climate change and national security is not yet
fully understood. As of now, science cannot pre-
dict impacts with absolute certainty. However,
the possibilities cannot be ignored. In order to
effectively manage risk and foster a culture of
mitigation, we must raise awareness of this im-
portant issue—starting in the classroom.

The author is a Columbia College senior ma-
joring in mathematics. She is the director of the
Energy and Environment Center in the Roosevelt
Institution on campus and currently an intern at
the Earth Institutes Climate Center.

Decline (and fall?)
at the
Washington Post

BY JEREMY FELDMAN, AARON FREIWALD, ELIZABETH
GREENE, GABE KUPERMING, ERIC LAURSEN, BRAM
MOREINIS, IAN 0'BRIEN, AND NICK ROMANENKO

Who knew that the latest chapter in the sad
decline of mainstream American journalism
would take place at the Washington Post?

A sorry episode involving the paper that
spoke truth to power during the Watergate
scandal began quietly last month, with a press
release about a new digital publication called
“The Fiscal Times.” According to the release,
TFT’s purpose is to report on U.S. fiscal, bud-
getary, and economic issues that the strug-
gling corporate-owned media increasingly
lack the resources to cover regularly.

TFT, with a staff of veteran Washington
reporters, “will provide supplemental con-
tent to publications for free,” said the release,
“benefiting from the exposure of a byline in
established platforms.” It had already formed
a “content-sharing agreement” with one ma-
jor daily: the Washington Post, whose execu-
tive editor, Marcus Brauchli, CC ‘83, will be
the keynote speaker at the Spectator’s annual
Blue Pencil Dinner on Feb. 13.

On the surface, it all sounded fine. U.S.
fiscal policy and the federal budget process
affect us all and deserve more coverage. TFT,
evidently, is just the latest in a new collection
of nonprofit, nontraditional news organiza-
tions, like Politico.com and ProPublica.org,
rushing to fill gaps in mainstream news.

Or is it? TFT is bankrolled by Pete Peterson,
the Wall Street baron who co-founded hedge
fund giant the Blackstone Group. Peterson has
also been crusading for 30 years to convince
Americans that the nation is on the verge of
bankruptcy, the only solution being drastic cuts
in domestic social programs like Social Security
and Medicare. While he's managed to convince
some powerful figures, including members of
Congress, plenty of prominent economists dis-
agree. They point out that millions of vulner-
able people would be thrown into poverty if his

sachild, I
spent hours
playing The

Game of Life, that
seemingly endless
game in which you
travel through life,
picking up a career, a
house, a spouse, and
some adorable little
pink and blue peg
children. Yet for all
the time I spent mod-
eling my grown-up
life, I rarely considered that the game erases
the players first 20-odd years. In Life, life be-
gins not at the moment of conception or the
moment of birth, befuddling pro-lifers and
pro-choicers alike, but instead at the moment
players embark on their careers or go to col-
lege. In fact, college itself is compressed into a
few squares, represented as an endeavor that
drains money but may help players down the
road, allowing them to work as teachers or ac-
countants or... well, actually, thats it. College is
good for a few extra dollars in salary and the
ability to get the coveted teaching position, as
opposed to the far less glamorous “rock star”

Although picking college often meant
that T was stuck in the split-level and not the
mansion, I always went that route, assuming
that in the real world, college would somehow
improve me. (Of course, I didn't yet know that
all you need to succeed in “The Real World”
is a willingness to be labeled “the slutty one;”
“the gay one,” or “the Republican”).

Now my actual time in college is waning, and

ANNA
ARONS

Two Cents and
Sensibility

prescriptions were ever adopted.

The Post published its first TFT-supplied
article on Dec. 31. It was predictably biased
and misleading. It misreported that an effort
was gaining ground to pass a bill attempting to
force Congress to vote up or down on a pack-
age of deep budget cuts. The article downplayed
serious opposition from both Democratic and
Republican lawmakers. It contained quotes
from several experts who agree with Peterson’s
views, but none opposed to them.

Most seriously, the original article failed to
mention that TFT is funded by Peterson. No
surprise that a storm of protest broke over the
Post as soon as the article was published. Over
40 national progressive organizations called upon
the Post to end its agreement with TFT.

Rather than rethink a disturbing breach of
journalistic standards, however, the paper re-
plied with weak and unconvincing apologet-
ics. Brauchli insisted the Post’s editors retained
“complete editorial control” over the article. The
Post’s ombudsman, who's supposed to investi-
gate complaints about the paper’s standards and
practices, parroted assurances from Peterson that
he doesn't exercise content control over TFT’s
“quality journalists” Yet Petersons son is in charge
of personnel for TFT (according to the New
York Times), and its board is

ILLUSTRATION BY DARYL SEITCHIK

The games of life

I approach the starting line for The (real) Game
of Life. I think of the game and the implications
built into it, and I'm convinced that my life over
the past three and a half years can be better rep-
resented by other games—ones that don't explic-
itly assign life paths, but that do require me to
employ that great collegiate tool, the metaphor.

Perhaps college is a game of Bananagrams,
in that “this shit is bananas, B-A-N-A-N-A-S”
For the uninitiated, in Bananagrams, each
player makes a crossword, trying to use all of
the letter tiles before other players and to make
something meaningful out of the many tiny
pieces. Like the game’s mosaic composition, my
time here has been composed of countless dis-
crete experiences—classes, nights out, moments
with friends—and my task lately has been to
figure out how all of these things join together,
how they fit with my sense of self and my goals.
While I'm struggling to reconcile these dispa-
rate pieces, I look around and see that my class-
mates and game-mates are doing the same.

But sometimes, in Bananagrams and in life,
the tiles pile up, and suddenly you have five Qs
and a ] and no vowels, and everyone else has
finished, and you gaze at your pieces, perplexed,
trying to make QQJQQ sound like a word.
Then maybe you realize that this metaphor isn't
working and decide to try a new one.

College is exactly like a game of Catchphrase.
It's a direct competition, and it’s chaotic, and as
time winds down, the alarm blares louder and
louder, and you grow more frantic and realize
that you're graduating in exactly four months,
and still you have no idea what your teammate
could possibly mean by “German car, Olympic
rings;” so you desperately guess Mitsubishi, and

heavily weighted with people known to support
Peterson's extreme views.

As Spectator alumni, we find the Post’s
tie-up with “The Fiscal Times” disturbing for
several reasons. This is not merely a problem
of “perception,” as the Post’s editors seem to
think. One of the country’s leading newspapers
is lending its prestige to a transparently biased
organization masquerading as a news source.
Other media outlets, lacking the Post’s Capitol
Hill staff, may decide they, too, can rely on TFT
for their coverage of fiscal and budget matters.
In the future, the only exposure that millions of
Americans get to these important issues may
come from TFT’s skewed dispatches.

We are dismayed to find a distinguished
journalist like Marcus Brauchli implement-
ing and then defending his paper’s relationship
with TFT. Some of us have fond memories of
working with Marcus at the Spectator. We fol-
lowed his fine career at the Wall Street Journal
and were outraged by the shabby dismissal he
received when Rupert Murdoch took over that
paper. Thats why it’s so disheartening to see him
defend a practice that threatens a distinguished
paper’s good name and encourages one of the
more troubling trends in journalism today.

More and more of the news Americans get is
likely to come from “nontraditional” organiza-
tions propping up the mainstream media’s cover-
age. Some are genuinely nonpartisan and provide
a needed service. However, TFT’s efforts to sell
itself as a legitimate news source make it obvious
that standards are needed. If they want to retain
their reputation as honest suppliers of news and
analysis, mainstream media need to steer way
clear of organizations that depend on figures with
agendas as obvious as Pete Petersons.

But if the Post and other financially challenged
newspapers decide to solve their problems by
turning themselves into vehicles for propaganda,
it will only hasten their extinction.

Jeremy Feldman was Spectator co-production
manager from 1983-84. Aaron Freiwald was editor
in chief from 1983-84. Elizabeth Greene was edito-
rial page editor from 1983-84. Gabe Kuperminc was
photography editor from1983-85 and Broadway
photography editor from 1985-86. Eric Laursen was
features editor from 1982-83. Bram Moreinis was
night editor in 1984. Ian O’Brien was photography
editor in 1983. Nick Romanenko was photography
editor from 1980-82.

it all snowballs (“It falls from the sky, and the
second half is base-blank, basket-blank, foot-
blank!”). There are moments of glory, like when
someone correctly guesses “drop the Chalupa,”
and there are moments when people are so
ignorant, describing France as a third-world
country for example, that you just laugh. Wait,
maybe Catchphrase isn't college. Maybe it’s just a
sociology class.

Maybe an entire college experience can-
not be summed up in a board game. But this
semester, my friends and I have instituted a
weekly game night, and that amalgamation of
games and nights sums up how I'll remember
college: as a rotating collection of dorm rooms,
of talking and laughing and ignoring reading
and looming deadlines, of cheap beer and occa-
sionally educational moments (I did use “zaftig”
in a recent round of Bananagrams).

Its muddled and it's messy, and I haven't yet
rubbed the rough edges oft these memories
to fit them together into a meaningful idea of
what college means to me or why it was worth
my four years. I do know this: College has been
worth more than some extra Life dollars, worth
more than a few squares on my game board. It’s
not something to be left behind in the first min-
utes of play. Rather, it's something to pack into
your little car, right alongside those pink and
blue pegs and that career card, something that
still signifies when you retire to Countryside
Acres to take stock of your winnings and the
game you've played.

Anna Arons is a Barnard College senior majoring
in urban studies. Two Cents and Sensibility runs
alternate Wednesdays.
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SIDEWALK DINING
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(DINE-IN ONLY)

1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.)
663 1703 @ 363-8051

Oops! - That won'’t work...

Check out the new

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

NEWLY RENOV 2 BR CO-OP (approx
700 sq ft) located on 160 St betw
B’'way & Amsterdam. Hardwood floors
and spacious layout close to public
transp and shopping on B'way, ap-
prox 4 blocks from train. See pictures
at http://www.propertyshark.com/ma-
son/RFS/listing_details.html’listing_
id=2553105. Contact Brian: brianre-
sales@gmail.com

$260K—COZY studio off Central Park
West in a landmark co-op bldg; sep-
arate kitchen; hardwood floor; 11 ft
ceilings; close to CU; investors wel-
come; income restriction applies - in-
quire for details; (646) 361-9516.

RENTAL $1900 MONTHLY for newly
renov 2 BR apt (approx 100 sq ft). Spa-
cious layout, 10-ft high tin ceilings,
stainless steel appliances, and gran-
ite counter tops. Located on Linden
St betw Grandview & Fairview Aves,
close to transp. 25 min ride into Man-
hattan. See pictures at http://newyork.
craiglist.org/que/reb/1576860732.
html. Contact Brian at brianresales@
gmail.com

HELP WANTED

NETWORK MARKETING $$$
Tremendous profits selling websites!
Free training. No experience required.
Watch our free video. Start this month
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.ws

ADJUNCTS WANTED to teach their
subjects to students of another NYC
college. Answer in confidence to
mmpimn@gmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component
in addition to the clinical consultation.
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

LOOKING FORADULTS (18-40 years
old) with peanut allergy. Mount Sinai
Medical Center in New York City is
currently recruiting adults who are
allergic to peanuts for a clinical re-
search trial looking into the safety of
an investigational study product. The
study, led by Dr. Scott Sicherer, would
involve 13 vaccine dose administra-
tions over a 6-month period. Poten-
tial participants must be between 18
and 40 years old and live in New York
City or the tri-state area. Financial com-
pensation for time and travel provid-
ed. For more info, call (212) 241-7566.
GCO #04-1271 (0700), MSSM IRB
approved through 6/30/10.

SKI RENTAL

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com

HILLSDALE, NY:2BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

TYPING & EDITING

IMPECCABLE EDITING/TYPING/re-
search/rewriting by lvy PhD; especial-
ly skilled in handling close deadlines
and overworked students, with grace
and compassion. Call (212) 865-1026,
any hour, and reduce the pressure on
your psyche....
CONFIDENTIALDISSERTATION/Mas-
ter’s high level planning, support, di-
alogue and editing from Columbia PhD/
MA. (212) 865-5187. Areas include
Social Sciences, Arts/Humanities and
Sciences. From committee selection
to commencement. Call and move
forward.

PROFESSIONALEDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.
VOLCANO BASE JUMPING instruc-
tors needed! Thrill seekers and adren-
aline junkies preferred. No experience
necessary. Waivers required. www.vol-
canobasejumping.info

STUDY CHINESE

at Teachers College, Columbia University!

SPRING 2010 « FEBRUARY 15 - MAY 1

MORNING CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. $300.

EVENING CLASSES
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

LEVEL: BEGINNER - LEVEL 2
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. $300.

WEEKEND CLASS
LEVEL: BEGINNER

Saturdays | 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. $150.

Register in person al the

Community Language Program, 525 West 120th Street, Horace Mann 46E. 212.678.3097.
(lasses are non-credit. Instructors are teachers intraining supenvisad byTC's applied linguistics faculty.

http://www.tc.edu/communitylanguage/
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Give It Once, It's a Nice Gift.
Give It Every Year and Its a
Nice Education.
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Cornell has just named Kent Aus-
tin its new head football coach.
He comes to the Big Red after
two years as offensive coordinator
for the University of Mississippi.

TOMORROW

Exciting schedule
needed to pack
the house

f the many fac-
tors that bring
sports fans to

the arena, the oppos-
ing team is certainly a
major motivation.

If your team is
good, watching an in-

Jacos tense matchup against
SHAPIRO a top contender is
Put it on highly enticing. And
the Board if your team is bad,

heading to the stadi-

um to watch a strong
opponent might be your only chance to

see the game played correctly for the en-
tire season.

Such was certainly the case two week-
ends ago when students took the advice
of my colleague, Bart Lopez, and “packed
the house” for the men’s basketball game
against Cornell (which was just ranked
No. 25 in the ESPN/USA Today Coaches
Poll). While Columbia’s chances of winning
were slim, many students wanted to get a
glimpse at the best Ivy League team in over
a decade, the team that almost knocked off
No. 1 Kansas over winter break.

“It was pretty cool that we got to see
them. They’re not bad for a state school,”
my suitemate, Mike Landes, said.

Case in point: Saturday’s contest
against Dartmouth—where Columbia
won its first conference game—was only
sparsely attended. However, the “packed
house,” from which many (my girlfriend
included) were turned away in the end,
demonstrates that Columbia students can
and will fill the gym on certain occasions.

It is my contention that an improved
schedule would draw more fans to games,
not just at Columbia, but in all sports.

Playing all of the teams in your confer-
ence or division a certain number of times
is a staple of organized athletic competi-
tion and required to ensure fair results.
Each team needs to have ample oppor-
tunity to play others that are in direct
competition for playoff spaces. But many
times these games are boring and stale.

Baseball teams must play each division
opponent 18 times. That said, those games
against the Royals, Pirates, and Orioles are
hard to sit through, even if your team is in
a tight race for the postseason.

Interleague play, which was initiated in
1997, is widely viewed to be a major suc-
cess for baseball, although it was highly
controversial at the time. Each season,
teams are scheduled to play six series
against teams from the other league.

Aside from the ability to take on rivals
from the same city, fans get to enjoy see-
ing different players and teams from other
divisions. Additionally, when a team is
away, fans are treated to seeing their teams
in different stadiums that make the game
more interesting.

The NHL instituted schedule changes
a few years back to plan more match-
ups between the Eastern and Western
Conferences, but the league needs to do
more. Hockey is making a solid comeback
right now—it must give fans across the
country opportunities to see young stars
like Alex Ovechkin, Sidney Crosby, and
Jonathan Toews up close.

For example, my Blackhawks—who
are one of the top teams in the league—
will not make a trip to Madison Square
Garden all season. Fans of the NHL's
“Original Six” teams (Blackhawks, Red
Wings, Rangers, Bruins, Maple Leafs,
and Canadiens) are always purists who
would prefer more matchups between
the old rivals.

Returning to Columbia for a moment:
If certain scheduling tweaks were made,
attendance and excitement could improve
dramatically.

Most of our teams play some noncon-
ference games against serious teams each
season. Unfortunately, these games often
take place away from Columbia, and so
students don’t have an opportunity to at-
tend. When I remind some students that
our basketball team played Syracuse, for
instance, I usually receive blank stares.

People attend events when there is a
buzz on campus. Our basketball team
isn’t good enough to justify watching
their pre-Ivy season games on the road.
But if Duke, Syracuse, or Ohio State (all
teams Columbia has played over the past
few seasons) made appearances at Levien
Gymnasium early in the season, the place
would be packed, and it would build in-
terest for the rest of the season.

The better teams don’t need to host
the games on their campus either. If 'm
a Duke student, I'm not showing up to a
game against Columbia, no matter what.

I spoke with several students at the
Cornell game who were at their first
Columbia basketball game—or sport-
ing event—ever. Let’s just say it wasn’t
Columbia athletics that brought them to
the game.

Jacob Shapiro is a List College senior ma-
joring in history and Talmud.
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK | Barnard Sophomore Monique Roberts is
ranked seventh in the nation in the high jump.

Head to columbiaspectator.com
to check out a preview for fencing
Homecoming. Both the men’s and
womens teams will be competing

in a multi-meet this afternoon.

ONLINE

Roberts sets new school, personal records

Promising season awaits high jumper after impressive weekend

BY CAROLINE CASEY
Columbia Daily Spectator

Last weekend at the New York
Road Runners College Saturday
Night, sophomore Monique Roberts
broke a school and personal record
with a 1.82m high jump, earning first
place and contributing 10 points to
the women’s total team score. The
outcome also trumps her 1.81m
jump at the last tri-meet.

Although Roberts has a manifest
desire to crush the competition, she
chiefly intends to fulfill her own capa-
bilities. She also has accountability to
her coach and teammates in mind.

“Generally I just don’t want to
go out there and embarrass myself,”
Roberts said, although she is in little
danger of doing so. But ultimately,
she adds, “No one’s going to carry
you over the bar”

Self-motivation has been key to
Roberts’ success. She offers vacation
time from school as an instance in
which this initiative is critical. Unlike
some other teams, the track and field
team does not go on training trips
or train extensively together during

school breaks. This January, Roberts
voluntarily returned to school early
to begin training on her own.

“Home’s going to be there when
I'm done,” she said.

Encouragement from family and
others is also constructive.

“T'll get texts from my old track
team,” Roberts said. “It’s cool that it
excites so many people.”

Roberts” winning strides can be
traced back to a fateful day in the
late 1990s, when Sheri Mitchell en-
rolled her energetic daughter in a
local track program. In a suburb
of Syracuse, N.Y., where they still
live, Roberts continued running
throughout middle and high school
and tried her hand at volleyball.
Before coming to Columbia, she was
named to the All-Central New York
Girls Track and Field Team, ranked
fourth in the U.S. high jump in 2008,
and won the sectional state qualifier
in the pentathlon.

Now a Barnard sophomore,
Roberts, 6-foot-0, carries her success
in both sports with her here, devot-
ing the fall to volleyball and reserv-
ing the winter and spring seasons

for track and field. Last year, with
a high jump of 1.81m (or 5’11.257)
at the NCAA East Regionals,
Roberts earned second place, broke
a school record, and advanced to
the NCAA Championship prelimi-
naries. She also finished second in
the high jump at the 2009 Outdoor
Heptagonal Championships, and
earned second-team all-Ivy.

Since high school, Roberts has
kept herself motivated by setting
goals. Back then, she ran on the
North Stars track team.

Now, just before the jump, “I have
to find someway to turn off my mind,
and still have confidence,” she said.

When it comes time to talk hur-
dles, Roberts becomes uncharacter-
istically quiet, suggesting there may
be something special in store for the
season ahead. Off the track, Roberts
is scaling the personal hurdles en-
demic to athletes. Being on the team
carries social pros and cons.

“I see people at dinner, but I don’t
go out as much,” Roberts said.

Camaraderie is an important
source of support, even when tack-
ling diet challenges.

“We’re really honest with each
other,” Roberts says of her team-
mates. “Eating together makes it
easier to resist the temptation of
pudding in John Jay”

Roberts benefits from years of
experience balancing athletics with
schoolwork. A self-proclaimed “tele-
vision freak,” she is even able to in-
dulge her love of soap operas, Gossip
Girl, and One Tree Hill, catching up
via YouTube daily.

Her enthusiasm and zeal to fulfill
her capabilities carries over into the
classroom. In both realms, Roberts
says, “I always want to do more”
She is currently veering toward a
major in art history but is open to
possibilities for her academic and
professional future. As to how far
she will take running or volleyball
after graduation, Roberts says she
will just wait and see.

As far as this season is con-
cerned, the last two weeks bode ex-
tremely well for women’s track and
field. Injury-free and feeling good,
Roberts muses of the future, “If I
did 6’2... no, 6’3, I would lose my
mind”

Princeton continues winning streak, dominates Yale and Brown

BY MICHAEL ZHONG
Spectator Staff Writer

This past week in Ivy League
women’s basketball answered many
early season questions. Princeton
(15-2, 3-0 Ivy)
showed that its
rampage through
its nonconference
schedule was no
fluke, demol-
ishing Yale and
Brown 69-48 and
75-44 respectively. Those matchups
featured a balanced Princeton attack
with four players reaching double-
figures in both games.

Freshman Niveen Rasheed has
paced the Tigers all season, averag-
ing 15.5 points and 7.5 rebounds per
game, and this team currently stands
clear first in the Ivy League with a

| 3 L e
ANGELA RADULESCU /
SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER ,

SECOND BEST | The Light Blue stands

second in the Ivy League after a mixed

showing this past weekend.

3-0 record.

The team is currently riding a
ten-game winning streak and, per-
haps even more impressively, has
won every game by double digits.
For their strong start, the Tigers
recently even garnered votes in the
Associated Press poll. The next two
weeks will determine if any team in
the Ivy League can catch Princeton
when the Tigers embark on the dif-
ficult part of its schedule, facing a
doubleheader against perennial pow-
erhouses Harvard and Dartmouth
before traveling to Manhattan to
face Columbia.

Penn’s performance (1-16, 0-3
Ivy) has been the exact opposite of
Princeton’s thus far. The Quakers are
the only Ancient Eight team not av-
eraging over 50 points a game and
they have lost by an average of 16
points a game. This weekend, they

fared little better, losing at home to
Brown 61-47 and to Yale 58-51.
As has been the case all season,
the Quakers had a hard time put-
ting points on the board. In the Yale
matchup, Penn was down by 10 at
the half. However, behind senior
guard Sarah Bucar, Penn climbed
to within four points with 6:13
remaining in the game. This was
still not enough, and the Bulldogs
pulled away to achieve their win.
Guard Kim Adams led the Quakers
with 16 points in a losing effort.
Up against the Brown Bears,
the Quakers did even worse, fail-
ing to have a single player score
more than 10 points and shoot-
ing 29 percent for the game.
Defensively, Penn couldn’t stop
Brown’s Hannah Passafuime, who
scored 21 points in 23 minutes off
the bench. It’s not looking any bet-
ter for the Quakers next week as
they face Dartmouth—the reign-
ing Ivy League champions—and
then Harvard, the champions the
year before.
Brown (5-13, 2-2 Ivy) has already

surpassed last season’s conference
win total and has been better than
expected this season. The team was
thrashed against Princeton, failing
to stop the Tigers’ scorers and fail-
ing to get a single player of its own
into double digits. The next game,
though, the Bears rebounded to
defeat the Quakers. Next up for
Brown are Columbia and Cornell—
the Bears hope to steal a win when
they visit.

Dartmouth (7-10, 2-1 Ivy) fol-
lowed its pattern of close wins all
season last Friday, defeating Cornell
55-53. Big Green forward Margaret
Smith hit two free throws at the end
of the game to secure the win. That
dramatic finish versus the Big Red
marked the third consecutive game
the Big Green won by two points or
less.

The day after had little dramat-
ics, though, as Dartmouth was wal-
loped by Columbia 72-59. Reigning
Player of the Year Brittney Smith got
into early foul trouble and that was
all the Lions needed to surge ahead
in the first half. Columbia forward
Judie Lomax posted game-highs of
26 points and 16 rebounds. The Big
Green is currently tied for third in
the Ivy League.

The other team in third place
is Harvard (11-6, 2-1 Ivy). The
Crimson had a good weekend, de-
feating the Columbia Lions 73-55
and the Cornell Big Red 69-53.
Versus Columbia, Harvard’s Emma
Markley dominated the game, scor-
ing 19 points, securing eight re-
bounds, and patrolling the paint
with seven blocks. Christine Matera
also played well, scoring 14 points
and shooting a perfect 4-4 from
3-point range.

The game against Cornell
proved another strong showing by
Harvard, out-rebounding the Big
Red by 12 and getting four players
into doubledigits. These victories
by the Crimson allowed Markley,

IVY LEAGUE STANDINGS

v STANDINGS  STANDINGS
PRINCETON  15-2 3-0
COLUMBIA 12-6 3-1
HARVARD 11-6 2-1
DARTMOUTH  7-10 2-1
YALE 7-11 2-2
BROWN 5-13 2-2
PENN 1-16 0-3
CORNELL 5-12 0-3

a forward, to win the Player of the
Week award.

The Crimson looks to improve its
record when it plays games at Penn
and Princeton this week.

Yale (7-11, 2-2) defeated Penn
58-51 on Friday before getting flat-
tened by Princeton 69-48. Against
Penn, guard Megan Vasquez scored
16 points and had 4 assists. Yoyo
Greenfield had 11 points the next day
against the Princeton Tigers.

Cornell (5-12, 0-4 Ivy) has strug-
gled of late and is currently on a nine-
game losing streak. It had a solid
showing against Dartmouth, losing
55-53. The next day it started out well
versus Harvard but faltered late in the
game and lost 69-53. One bright spot
for the Big Red has been the play of
freshman forward Clare Fitzpatrick,
who scored 25 combined points in
both games.

Lastly, Columbia (12-6, 3-1 Ivy)
had a mixed showing the past week-
end. It started slow in the first half
versus Harvard, but the next day
used the first half to spring the team
to a win over Dartmouth. Columbia
currently stands clear second in the
Ivy League and travels next week to
Brown and Yale.
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