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Say goodbye to CubMail. After 
a year of negotiations, Columbia 
will be moving to a Google-based 
email client by the end of this year, 
Dean of Student Affairs Kevin 
Shollenberger told Spectator on 
Friday.

Columbia University 
Information Technology will 
roll out the Gmail-like interface 
in phases. First, 50 to 80 stu-
dents—some of whom already 
forward Columbia emails to their 
personal accounts, and some of 
whom don’t—will be selected for 
this trial run by Shollenberger, 
Columbia College Student Council 
President Aki Terasaki, CC ’12, 
and Engineering Student Council 
President Nate Levick, SEAS ’12.

Later, 1,000 students chosen 
by lottery will make the transition, 
and by the end of 2012, every un-
dergraduate in Columbia College, 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, and the School 
of General Studies will have a 
Google-based email account.

All students starting at 
Columbia this fall will be signed 
up for the Google email accounts.

Terasaki said it was “fantastic” 
that the University was able to 
make the switch despite logistical 
concerns, noting that University 
Senators Alex Frouman, CC ’12, 
and Kenny Durell, CC ’12, helped 
push to make it happen.

“I’m glad that it’s finally here,” 
Terasaki said. “I’m really excited 
that our senators were able to 
lead the way on this and take this 
charge up for the students.”

Melissa Metz, the director 
of UNIX, email, and databases 
at CUIT, said that the decision 
to move away from CubMail re-
flects the number of students 
who have already stopped using 
it. According to Metz, 30 per-
cent of students already forward 
emails from CubMail to their per-
sonal accounts, and of those stu-
dents, about 90 percent forward 

BY BEN GITTELSON
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Columbia College Student 
Council members went door to 
door on Sunday night, introduc-
ing themselves to students and 
asking to hear their concerns in 
McBain, Carman, and John Jay 
halls.

Before and after the canvass-
ing, council members convened 
in Lerner Hall’s Satow Room, the 
council’s second Sunday meet-
ing under a new policy making 
attendance optional for council 
members. CCSC Vice President 
of Communications Virat Gupta, 
CC ’12, estimated that 15 to 17 of 
the council’s 32 members showed 
up, which he said was “a little 
lower than expected.”

Vice President of Campus Life 
Jasmine Senior, CC ’12, said the 
low attendance was not necessar-
ily a bad thing.

“We’re getting those kinds 
of people who are involved and 
who do care,” Senior said. “We’re 
getting people who are actually 
interested in completing all the 
floors, taking time with each indi-
vidual student, and letting them 
know we care.”

Gupta said the canvassing was 
meant to move the council away 
from the “bubble” of issues it tra-
ditionally focuses on. He noted 
that council members sometimes 
fall out of touch with “small, tan-
gible issues that affect student 
life” and wanted to use door-to-
door outreach to raise awareness 
of what the council does.

CubMail 
to be 
replaced 
by Gmail
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STAYING INFORMED  |  State Assembly member Herman Farrell expressed support for a redistricting plan at a town hall Saturday.

Columbian Republicans and Democrat 
comment on Obama’s address.

Home away from home
Facing a 14-point deficit with 15 
minutes to play, the Light Blue staged 
a spirited comeback to pull within 
two with under a minute to play 
before losing 65-60.

Lions rally, fall short 
at Cornell
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Today

43°/ 36°

Tomorrow

52°/ 43°

BY MARGARET MATTES
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Computer programmers 
kicked off the second annual 
DevFest on Saturday, starting a 
week-long development com-
petition in which students code 
and create applications.

The student-run Application 
Development Initiative is host-
ing the competition, for which 
about 180 people registered on-
line. The competition is open to 
high school, college, and gradu-
ate school students.

“We’re just all about build-
ing stuff and helping people to 
build stuff,” ADI board member 
Nathan Hwang, SEAS ’12, said.

The event started off with 
a 24-hour “hackathon” from 
Saturday to Sunday, during 
which students coded through 
the night, and will culminate in 
a “demofest” and competition 
for the best app next Saturday. 

App designers began by pitching 
their projects to other coders, 
who joined the designers with 
whom they wanted to work.

“I’m hoping that [the design-
ers] think about the process 
over the next week,” and ad-
vance their skills in a “low-key, 
low-pressure environment,” 
Hwang said.

Preparation for the event var-
ied among participants. While 
some students had just thought 
of their app ideas Saturday 
morning, others were at the final 
stages of design and promotion. 

“In theory, this time is for us 
to make teams,” Shameek Bose, 
SIPA, said. “But in reality, it’s 
hard to find teams this quickly.” 

Bose is designing a gaming 
application that would donate 
proceeds to non-governmental 
organizations working in de-
veloping countries. Bose said 
that his app is still in its “con-
cept phase,” and that he came 

to DevFest looking for other in-
terested coders, particularly to 
help him design the game itself.  

“If all of our visions are 
aligned, I’d love to form a group 
… but we need a little bit of ser-
endipity,” Bose said.  

George Valdes, a student 
in the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation, is hoping to get 
other developers involved with 
his app, “Situity,” which would 
allow individuals to share plac-
es they have explored. People 
would check in at particular 
locations and then compare 
their urban area data with their 
friends’ data.

“We realized that there’s a cri-
sis in architecture,” Valdes said. 
“The ambition is that the app will 
instigate you to go to more plac-
es or follow people who are very 
knowledgeable … It’s a tool, but 
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HACKATHON |  Programmers began coding applications on Saturday afternoon at the start of a 24-
hour “hackathon.” It was the first event in the Application Development Initiative’s DevFest.

Coders get to work for week-long DevFest

CCSC 
knocks on 
doors, asks 
for concerns

A panel will discuss rights and responsibilities surrounding the opium trade.
1501 International Affairs,  6:30 p.m.

Join design professionals for a talk about New York City’s changing 
architectural landscape.

Wood Auditorium, Avery Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Opium in Afghanistan

Where is New York?

All undergrads 
will use Google 
email accounts 
by December

Andrea Viejo finds warm welcome 
from CU’s immigrant community.

Perspectives on the 
State of the Union

Rangel’s congressional district might be expanded to Westchester
BY DAPHNE CHEN

Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Congressman Charles Rangel 
needs to accept that redistrict-
ing will expand his district out-
side of Manhattan, New York 
State Assembly member Herman 
“Denny” Farrell told attendees at a 
town hall Saturday morning.

The town hall, which was 
hosted by Farrell and New York 
City Council member Robert 
Jackson, was held at the Church 
of the Intercession on 155th Street. 
Farrell spent most of the two-hour 
event discussing a controversial 
plan to alter Rangel’s district dra-
matically, perhaps extending it as 
far north as Westchester.

Every 10 years, congressional 
district borders are redrawn by 

state legislatures, based on data 
from the most recent national 
census. Farrell said that whenever 
redistricting comes around, he gets 
calls asking him to talk to Rangel 
and prioritize the reapportioning 
of his district.

“Until we draw Charlie Rangel’s 
district, we’re not going to draw 
anything else in the state. Every 10 
years. He’s the dean, the number 
one, longest serving—he’s entitled 
to that respect,” Farrell said.

Rangel’s historically signifi-
cant 15th Congressional District, 
which encompasses Harlem, 
Morningside Heights, and parts 
of Queens, has been represented 
by African-Americans since 1944. 

But according to 2010 census 
data, the district’s population went 
down during the last 10 years, as did 

its African-American population—
voting-age citizens are now 27 per-
cent white, 33 percent black, and 
35 percent Hispanic, making the 
redrawing of the district’s borders 
a contentious issue. Legislators 
are trying to redraw the district to 
include more people, particularly 
more African-Americans.

“Charlie’s finally accepted that 
if you want that seat to remain 
an African-American seat and 
you don’t want a war between 
the African-Americans and the 
Dominicans, we have to take the 
district out of Manhattan, from 
Harlem right out here to 155th 
Street, from Westchester to Central 
Harlem,” Farrell said. “And Charlie 
is choking.”

Rangel is known to be extreme-
ly averse to moving any parts of his 

district out of Manhattan, and his 
constituents—some of whom were 
in attendance at the town hall on 
Saturday—might be concerned 
that if his district is expanded 
northward, his attention will be 
diverted away from their needs.

“The only way he can guaran-
tee that his legacy be the things 
he’s done, and not the stupidities 
they wrote about him, is to be re-
elected one more time by his peo-
ple,” Farrell said, alluding to ethics 
charges that led to Rangel’s censure 
by the House of Representatives 
in December 2010. “It says that he 
is the man, and he is the one we 
want.”

Farrell’s impassioned pitch 
for the redistricting plans drew 

SEE RANGEL page 2SEE CCSC, page 2

BY CASEY TOLAN
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Flor de Mayo, a Chinese/
Peruvian restaurant on the 
Upper West Side, was shut 
down due to health violations 
last week.

An inspection by the city’s 
Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene on Tuesday 
found 56 violation points at the 
restaurant, which is located at 
Broadway and 101st Street and 
which accepts Columbia Flex 
dollars. A score of more than 
28 violation points translates 
to a “C” grade.

The inspection found 
roaches, as well as cold food 
stored at temperatures above 
41 degrees Fahrenheit—a “pub-
lic health hazard,” according 
to the Health Department’s 
website. Health Department 
Deputy Press Secretary Chanel 
Caraway said that roaches 
were found in both food and 
non-food areas of the restau-
rant, and that fish and pork 
chops were not properly 
cooled.

Caraway added that the 
restaurant will remain closed 
until “they correct violations, 
submit an affidavit of correc-
tion, schedule a re-opening 
inspection, and pay any out-
standing fines.”

Inspectors found six vio-
lations, including four “criti-
cal” violations. A separate 

inspection the previous week 
had found 58 violation points.

In addition to the roaches 
and improper temperatures, 
Health Department inspec-
tors reported that some food 
was not protected from con-
tamination, some food surfac-
es were not properly washed, 
and there was not enough 
vermin-proofing.

Students who enjoyed Flor 
de Mayo expressed dismay 
about the shutdown. Yani 
Zhang, SEAS ’15, said that she 
has eaten there within the last 
two weeks and that the health 
violations worried her.

“It was superb for the 
price,” she said. “It was really 
nice—I wanted to go again.”

Amin Fernandez, CC ’11, 
said he regularly ordered food 
from Flor de Mayo.

“I like the convenience of 
ordering online, with Flex,” 
he said.

After hearing about the 
health violations, though, 
“I won’t be eating there any 
more,” Fernandez added.

Flor de Mayo’s other loca-
tion, on Amsterdam Ave. be-
tween 83rd and 84th streets, is 
still open. It has a “B” health 
grade, based on an October 
inspection, which also turned 
up roaches but totaled only 16 
violation points.

“Each facility is inspected 
and considered on its own 
merit,” Caraway said.

Flor de Mayo managers and 
owners were not available for 
comment at the Amsterdam 
location over the weekend. 
Caraway said the restaurant 
will be scheduled for its next 
cycle of inspections in two to 
four months.

casey.tolan
@columbiaspectator.com

“I won’t be eating 
there anymore.”

—Amin Fernandez, CC ’11

Flex-accepting restaurant shut 
down after poor health report

1976
Programmer Andrew 
Koenig develops first email 
program at Columbia.

August 1984
Columbia joins ARPANET, a 
predecessor to the Internet, 
which would soon make 
Internet email avilable to all 
Columbians.

May 2004
Twenty-eight years after 
its first use at Columbia, 
email is declared an 
official medium of 
communication at CU.

May 1982
The first inter-campus 
email exchanges begin.

June 2006
Columbia switches 
to Cyrus/CubMail.

October 2007
A new version of 
CubMail is introduced.

October 2010
Barnard announces switch 
to Google-based gBear.

November 2011
CubMail quadruples 
its storage capacity.

January 2012
CUIT announces 
switch to Gmail-
based client.

1980

1990

2000

2010

EMAIL AT COLUMBIA:
A BRIEF HISTORY

Data courtesy of Frank da Cruz,“Columbia University Computing History”
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SEE CUBMAIL page 2

SEE DEVFEST page 2
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New emails will not incorporate Google Docs

Council’s canvassing targets freshmen, sophomores

a cheer from the crowd, and the 
town hall meeting then moved on 
to more community-centric con-
cerns as Jackson took the floor.

A discussion about class sizes—
the Department of Education has 
been unable to get kindergarten 
class sizes down from 26 to the 
recommended 20, despite $24 
billion  being spent on New York 
City schools this year—prompted 
many responses from the audience 
about the rising crime rates among 
youth in Harlem and Washington 
Heights.

Several locals, including Joyce 
Adewumi, who leads the New York 
African Chorus Ensemble, also dis-
cussed funding for art centers.

“We need an arts facility for 
Community Board 9,” Adewumi 
said. “We have artists—some have 
been inducted into the Rock and 

Roll Hall of Fame—who are so un-
derutilized. If we have an art cen-
ter here, we can get our children 
off the street.”

She was echoed by CB9 mem-
ber Vicky Gholson.

“The kids in my neighborhood 
have not received what they need-
ed to offset the pain the families 
had to absorb from the drugs being 
brought down from Washington 
Heights,” Gholson said. “I don’t 
want to be patient any longer. 
We’ve got to find mathematical 
formulas to bring the money into 
this district.”

“I’m trying to do as much with 
10 times less,” she added. “But I 
know that I received a multimillion 
dollar education from the Harlem 
community, and I should be in the 
position to afford that back to the 
babies coming behind me.”

daphne.chen
@columbiaspectator.com

to Gmail.
The phased rollout is intended 

to help CUIT recognize and trou-
bleshoot any problems with the 
new system before they expand it 
to the entire undergraduate stu-
dent body. Frouman stressed that 
Columbia’s ultimate goal is to ex-
pand the new email system to the 
entire University, including gradu-
ate schools. 

“We want everybody to have it 
as soon as they can,” Frouman said.

Barnard transitioned from 
Barnard College Webmail to a 
Google-based system in Fall 2010. 
A survey conducted by Barnard 
College Information Technology 
in October 2011 showed positive 
feedback from students.

Metz said CUIT is still work-
ing with faculty members to de-
termine “whether the new system 
was right for them.”

CubMail was first introduced 
in 2006, and students have criti-
cized its outdated look for years. 
Frouman said that when he raised 
the issue of changing CubMail in 
the senate in the fall of 2009, he 
was surprised that CUIT repre-
sentatives had no idea it was a 
widespread student concern.

Last January, Columbia, along 
with 28 other universities—in-
cluding Harvard, Princeton, 
and Stanford—began contract 

negotiations with Google in a 
consortium called the Common 
Solutions Group. 

Not all schools in the con-
sortium chose to adopt Google-
based email. But even though 
Columbia ultimately did, its nego-
tiations were stalled by concerns 
about whether or not Google 
Documents complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Columbia determined that Google 
Docs is not ADA-compliant be-
cause it is not compatible with 
some screen readers for the vi-
sually impaired, and as a result, 
Google Docs will not be part of 
student email accounts.

Terasaki said Gmail is a “bet-
ter system” than CubMail, offer-
ing features like Google Calendar 
that can be helpful for classes. 
The new University accounts 
will remain separate from stu-
dents’ personal Gmail accounts, 
according to Durell, a member of 
the USenate’s Information and 
Communications Technology 
Committee. 

Levick said he was looking 
forward to seeing how Gmail and 
Google Calendar would integrate 
with classes.

If faculty start using the new 
system, for instance, they could 
schedule tests and other class 
events and share them with their 
students. Students will also be 
able to share calendar events with 

each other, and every University 
Network ID will automatically be 
added to each user’s contacts.

“I think it’s an almost univer-
sally good move,” Levick said. “I 
think everyone’s excited.”

Levick said that to choose stu-
dents for the initial test run, he 
will reach out to student repre-
sentatives, “people across disci-
plines in engineering, as well as 
people I know who are tech-savvy, 
and people who still use classic 
CubMail.”

Frouman acknowledged po-
tential privacy concerns about 
the switch to Google, especially 
in light of the new privacy policy 
Google unveiled last week. The 
policy has come under fire, with 
some experts saying it allows 
Google to collect too much infor-
mation about users’ activities.

Metz, though, said that “pri-
vacy will not be an issue,” as the 
new system will operate under 
the terms of a Columbia-approved 
contract, not Google’s new privacy 
contract.

Eleanor Templeton, the direc-
tor of communications for Student 
and Administrative Services, said 
that in the long-term, the cost of 
the new system is “pretty mini-
mal.” The University’s main ex-
penses will come from consulting 
with an information technology 
firm about the transition.

news@columbiaspectator.com

“They need to know who we 
are, what we do, and how to get 
in contact with us,” Gupta said. “If 
they see us as a resource, we’re able 
to better do our jobs for them.”

The students council members 
talked to brought up a variety of 
problems, ranging from the nar-
rowness of the spiral staircase in 
Ferris Booth Commons, to long 
lines at the Lerner package cen-
ter, to the difficulty of registering 
for chemistry labs.

Gupta explained that the coun-
cil visited McBain, Carman, and 
John Jay in order to target fresh-
men and sophomores. He noted 
that there was a particularly heavy 
turnout from freshman and soph-
omore council members.  

Class of 2014 Representative 
Roko Rumora, though, worried 
that the canvassing effort did 
more harm than good. He said that 
if council members were going to 
knock on students’ doors and take 
up their time, they should have 
asked more “targeted” questions.

“What feedback we did get 
was really good, but I don’t think 
it was worth it on a larger scale, 
and I think a lot of people were 
frustrated to see us,” Rumora said. 
“No one’s issues were that crucial 
that it would outweigh people be-
ing more irritated with CCSC than 
they were before.”

Senior agreed that the canvass-
ing had room for improvement, 
saying that next time around, “it’ll 
be a lot better.” She said, however, 
that the meeting was a good use of 

time because it raised awareness 
of the council’s role.  

University Senator Kenny 
Durell, CC ’12, said the canvass-
ing effort brought out issues the 
council would not otherwise 
have known about. For instance, 
he discovered that the Columbia 
University Rock Climbing Club 
wants to turn a squash court into 
a climbing wall.

“I think those are concerns 
that can be swept under the rug, 
because it’s one group amongst 
many, and they don’t think that 
CCSC is going to be the advocate 
for that,” Durell said. “I found a 
lot of kids I don’t think we would 
have reached if we hadn’t had this 
night.” 

ben.gittelson
@columbiaspectator.com
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KNOCK, KNOCK  |  CCSC VP for Policy Ryan Cho, CC ’13, knocked on doors on Sunday night.

State Assembly member says he 
supports redistricting efforts

it’s also a way to connect people 
in a physical way.”

For Michael Yan, SEAS ’15, 
DevFest is about experiencing 
what it means to design applica-
tions and code, something  he is 
interested in doing after gradu-
ation. He said he has never par-
ticipated in a “hackathon” or 
development competition be-
fore, adding that his goal is “not 
necessarily to build something 
life-changing, but really just to 
gain knowledge.”

“I’m just hoping to learn as 
much as possible, because this is 
a really great environment, and 
everyone here knows stuff that 
I don’t know,” he said.

margaret.mattes
@columbiaspectator.com

Collaboration 
key at 2nd 
annual DevFest

CCSC from front page

RANGEL from front page

CUBMAIL from front page

DEVFEST from front page
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MONDAY MORNING 
POINT GUARD
Chris Wroblewski was arguably 
the best player on the floor this 
week and was certainly the best 
player on the winning team. He 
made four of his six shots from 
downtown and led Cornell with 
19 points, which tied for a 
game-high.

game ball

ivy schedule

GAME THREE
VS. CORNELL

W 61-56

GAME FOUR
AT CORNELL

L 65-60

GAME ONE
VS. PENN

L 66-64

GAME FIVE
AT DARTMOUTH

2/3, 7 P.M.

GAME SIX
AT HARVARD

2/4, 7 P.M.

GAME SEVEN
VS. BROWN
2/10, 7 P.M.

GAME EIGHT
VS. YALE

2/11, 7 P.M.

GAME NINE
AT PRINCETON

2/17, 7 P.M.

GAME TEN
AT PENN

2/18, 7 P.M.

GAME TWO
VS. PRINCETON

L 62-58

GAME ELEVEN
AT YALE

2/24, 7 P.M.

GAME TWELVE
AT BROWN
2/25, 6 P.M.

GAME THIRTEEN
VS. HARVARD

3/2, 7 P.M.

GAME FOURTEEN
VS. DARTMOUTH

3/3, 7 P.M.

The Light Blue is still pretty 
healthy with no new injuries 
(major or minor) to report. 

injury report

Senior guard Steve Egee 
got his first start of the 

season because Alex 
Rosenberg was late 
to Ithaca due to a 
family commitment. 
Sophomore guard 
Van Green saw 
significant playing 
time (16 minutes) 
for the first time in 
a while.

lineup shakeup

After playing just nine players last 
weekend, Smith opted to spread the 
minutes out a bit more. Eleven dif-
ferent Lions saw playing time, and 
seven played 15 minutes or more.

sharing time

BOX SCORE

W L PCT
Harvard 4 0 1.00
Penn 2 0 1.00
Yale 3 1 .750
Princeton 1 1 .500

Cornell 2 2 .500
Columbia 1 3 .250
Brown 1 3 .250
Dartmouth 0 4 .000

ivy standings

ivy scoreboard

by the numbers

4103

21.2

37.5

6

Number of members in a near-sellout 
crowd packed into Newman Arena on 
Saturday to support the Big Red and 
score some free jerseys. Cornell’s venue 
seats a maximum crowd of 4,473.

Lions’ shooting percentage from 
beyond the arc in their first four Ivy 
League games.

Light Blue’s shooting percentage 
from beyond the arc during the non-
conference season.

Number of free throws Columbia 
missed in the second half of the 
game. The Lions only missed one in 
the first half for a total free throw 
percentage of 72.

week 3#

Harvard ......................................... 65
Yale ................................................. 35

Brown  .............................................66
Dartmouth ....................................59

Harvard .........................................68
Brown ............................................59

Yale ................................................62
Dartmouth .................................... 52

PLAYER MIN FGM-A 3PM-A FTM-A REB AST TO PTS

BARBOUR 38 6-15 1-6 6-7 1 5 1 19

LYLES 22 0-5 0-3 0-0 3 0 0 0

DANIELS 21 2-6 0-1 2-2 9 1 2 6

CISCO 32 4-6 0-0 2-2 11 1 2 10

EGEE 20 1-5 1-3 2-2 0 0 2 5

ROSENBERG 22 3-6 1-3 3-6 4 2 5 10

SPRINGWA-
TER

22 1-4 1-4 2-2 3 1 2 5

GREEN 16 0-3 0-2 1-4 4 0 0 1

STAAB 3 1-1 0-0                                                                                                                                    0-0 0 0 0 2

OSETKOWS-
KI

2 1-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 2

KOWALSKI 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0

sports briefly

women’s tennis

Women’s tennis won both Flight A championships at the Cornell Invitational this past week-
end. Sophomores Bianca Sanon and Tiana Takenaga claimed the doubles title against the Big 
Red’s freshman Nina Turudic and sophomore Ryann Young after the Cornell tandem withdrew 
from fever. Second-seeded Sanon went on to defeat the host’s junior Christine Ordway in the 
singles championship 6-2, 6-4. Junior Katarina Kovacevic and freshman Crystal Leung made it 
to the Flight B championships before falling 8-6. Cornell swept Flight C after Columbia fresh-
man Amy Li lost in the quarterfinals.

—Laura Allen 

women’s swimming and diving

The men’s swimming and diving team (5-2, 3-2 Ivy) continued to pick up wins as it defeated 
Brown 190.5-106.5 and Boston University 192-106 in a double dual tri-meet. Swimmers mixed 
up their typical events—freshman Omar Arafa won the 100-yard freestyle, while freshmen David 
Jakl and Michael Fox-Moles tied for first in the 100 backstroke. The relay teams also turned out 
strong performances, with the 200-medley relay team of Arafa, senior Bruno Esquen, junior John 
Wright, and freshman Stanley Wong taking first place. The divers also contributed, with junior 
Jason Collazo winning both the one-meter and three-meter diving events and freshman Micah 
Rembrandt taking third in the one-meter dive and second in the three-meter dive. 

—Eric Wong 

Going 2-2 in four matches this weekend, the women’s squash team trounced lower-ranked 
teams but struggled against top competition. The No. 15 Lions started their weekend by sweeping 
No. 30 Georgetown on Friday and No. 22 Connecticut College on Saturday in two 9-0 victories. 
Despite a 3-6 loss to a strong No. 12 Middlebury team in its second Saturday matchup, the Light 
Blue aimed to rebound against No. 11 Williams. Although Columbia ended up falling to Williams 
in an apparently one-sided 2-7 match score, the Light Blue had moments of brilliance against 
its highly-ranked rival. Fifth-seeded freshman Dheeya Somaiya and sixth-seeded sophomore 
Skylar Dickey both pulled out victories in their individual matchups for Columbia. Somaiya 
took out her opponent in straight games and kept her composure when the scored was tied at 
9-9 in the third, winning two pressure-filled points to take the match. Dickey showed similar 
poise after she lost her opening game 8-11 and went on to take three straight games for the win. 

—Caroline Bowman

The men’s squash team split the weekend with two wins and two losses, all played on home 
court. On Friday, in its first match of the weekend, the Light Blue defeated Georgetown 9-1. 
Saturday began with a matchup with No. 18 Connecticut College. Columbia junior Graham 
Miao managed to finish off the Camels with a hard-fought 6-4 victory. Four of the Light Blue’s 
individual wins came in the minimum three games, and two of the losses came in five games. 
The afternoon match did not go as well. The Lions fell to No. 14 Middlebury 9-1, with fresh-
man Thomas Galluccio earning Columbia’s lone victory. The Light Blue came up short again on 
Sunday, falling to No. 10 Williams College 9-1.

—Mia Park

The wrestling team dominated Franklin and Marshall this past Friday, taking the dual match 
by a score of 32-12. Seven of the Lions’ 10 wrestlers won their matches, with the Light Blue’s 
three losses coming in the 141-, 184-, and 197-pound classes. Kevin Lester, a 285-pound senior, 
posted another strong performance, pinning Diplomat freshman Alexander Henry in 4:15 to 
mark his 13th consecutive win after a shaky start to the season. Senior Kyle Gilchrist picked up 
his 20th win of the year at 133 pounds and became the fourth Columbia wrestler with 20 wins 
on the season, joining Lester, 157-pound junior Jake O’Hara, and 174-pound junior Stephen West. 

—Eli Schultz

The men’s track and field team accumulated a total of 40 points at The Armory II meet this 
past weekend, taking third place in a field of 13 teams. Unlike their two previous meets this sea-
son, the Lions had better results in the short-distance and field events than in the mid-distance 
ones this weekend. Sophomore Cody Love took third in the 400-meter dash, and the Columbia 
team, comprised of Love, freshman Kevin Boyd, sophomore Sam Miner, and sophomore Nolan 
Kier, took second place in the 4x400m relay. Sophomore Duncan Dickerson took first place in 
the weight throw, with a distance of 18.15 meters. 

 —Melissa Cheung

wrestling

women’s squash

The women’s swimming and diving team (5-1, 4-1 Ivy) walked away on Saturday from its 
double-dual tri-meet against Brown and Boston University with a pair of victories. The Lions 
finished 184-115 over Boston and 182-118 against Brown. In the first event, Brown’s 200-yard 
medley relay out-touched the Columbia A squad, but a Light Blue team of freshman Chacha 
Bugatti and sophomores Aileen Smith and Corinna Bertlesen followed up with a dominant 2-3-4 
placement in the 1000 freestyle. The Lions continued to win, as senior Dorothy Baker touched 
first in the 100 backstroke and junior Katie Meili won the 100 breaststroke. In the 200 butter-
fly, juniors Caroline Lukins and Kristina Parsons finished second and third. Meanwhile, in the 
diving events, freshman Alyssa Menz and sophomore Katie Furr were the two top finishers for 
the Lions in the one-meter dive. To finish off the meet, Columbia’s 400 freestyle relay of Baker, 
Meili, freshman Salena Huang, and sophomore Laney Kluge touched the wall first. 

—Charlotte Murtishaw

men’s track and field

men’s swimming and diving

In its first dual match of the season, the men’s tennis team rocketed off to an impressive 
start by sweeping Fordham 7-0 on Saturday. Highlights of the tournament included a doubles 
match won by Columbia juniors Nathaniel Gery and John Yetimoglu, who defeated Michael 
Puntillo and J.J. Tauil 8-1 at the No. 3 spot. Following in their wake, senior Haig Schneiderman 
and freshman Winston Lin beat Fordham’s Mischa Koran and Kuba Kowalski in an 8-5 match 
at the No. 1 spot, and freshmen Max Schnur and Ashok Narayana took the No. 2 spot with an 
8-4 win. The players of the singles matches also had notable success, particularly in the fierce 
face-off between Schneiderman and Kowalski as they battled it out for the No. 1 spot. The match 
was neck-and-neck, but ultimately, Schneiderman emerged victorious and cemented the 7-0 
sweep for the Lions. 

—Elise Drexler

men’s tennis

men’s squash



The issues with Disability Services do not directly concern 
most people who use Columbia’s Morningside Heights 

campus. Yet as a recent Spectator article (“For some, campus 
disability access not enough,” Jan. 26) points out, its problems 
are intimately relevant to some in their day-to-day lives in 
Morningside Heights. 

For the most part, the various Disability Services offices 
at Columbia seem to serve their functions well. The existing 
system provides housing and testing accommodations, as 
well as support services that include note-taking, assistive 
technology, and alternate-format materials for students with 
disabilities. Unlike many administrative offices on campus, 
the Disability Services offices at the various schools are sel-
dom subject to heavy criticism and seem to be fulfilling their 
missions well. 

Although the University provides reasonable services with 
regard to academic accommodations, it often ignores more basic 
issues of physical space. Columbia’s McKim, Mead and White 
campus was designed in a different time with a geographic 
space that makes it difficult for the physically disabled to access. 
Though we acknowledge that the University has inherited prob-
lems of physical space from the past, Columbia must improve 
disability access in Morningside Heights. It does not seem un-
reasonable to expect the University to install more ramps or to 
provide easier access for the physically disabled—accessibility 
maps, for example, already exist, but they should be displayed 
more prominently at building entrances. Nor does it seem overly 
burdensome for the University to centralize information regard-
ing Disability Services so that faculty and staff can understand 
the needs of the disabled. It is especially important for staff 
like security guards to understand this information, as they are 
crucial points of contact for people who need disability access. 

It is encouraging to see professor Rachel Adams push for 
these changes in her project, “The Future of Disability Studies.” 
We applaud her work and recognize the need for the University 
as a whole to facilitate improvements to disability access. 

Though we recognize the difficulties that Columbia faces 
on a campus that is more than a century old, there are obvi-
ous and simple measures that the University can and should 
implement. At the very least, Columbia should learn from the 
problems that it currently faces in Morningside Heights and 
be especially conscious of disability access as it plans its new 
campus in Manhattanville. 
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“You’re Latin! Where are you from?” 
is something I often hear as soon as 

people notice my thick Spanish accent.
“I’m Mexican,” I respond.
Upon which they ask, 

“Mexican-American?”
“No, I’m international. Born and raised 

in Mexico and on a Mexican passport.”
Being Mexican in New York comes 

with a lot of baggage. This is true com-
ing from any Hispanic country. You are 
instantly associated with the immi-
grant discourse, the last subway stops of 
Spanish-speaking boroughs, and the un-
derground restaurant scene. They tell you, “I know a lot of 
Mexicans,” but you will never know those Mexicans or what 
they are like because you do not eat, hear, speak, or feel the 
same thing that they do. The same is true of Dominicans, 
Puerto Ricans, Panameños, etc. We foreign Latin American 
students will be constantly classified as second-, third-, or 
fourth-generation immigrants who have settled in New 
York while being aware that we belong to different worlds. 
Unable truly to relate to such an association, I initially felt 
obliged to distance myself from “them.” I clarified that I 
was a visiting student with a temporary visa. However, with 
time, I’ve learned to reconsider the immigrant discourse 
and emotionally attach myself to it.

When I feel homesick, it is the Latino immigrant 
diversity on campus and in this city that comforts me. I 
still remember the day I arrived alone at Columbia for 
International Student Orientation. I was lost, confused, and 
in desperate need of directions. Upon walking into Hartley 
Hospitality, I met a few Dominican and Mexican guards 
willing to lead me to my dorm. The warmth of their Spanish 
welcome resonated with familiarity. It offered a sense of 
home away from home and evoked a feeling of protec-
tion. Looking back, I must confess it was one of my favorite 
moments at Columbia, being introduced into a life for the 
first time through the lens of someone who was familiar 
with where I came from. I must confess that despite many 
reasons to complain about it, dinner at John Jay is delightful 
because I am always greeted by a series of “hola joven” and 
“buenas noches” from the staff. Similarly, I love swiping into 
my dorm building to the lyrics and music of Mexican pop 
singer Luis Miguel that the guard plays, and enjoy discuss-
ing enchiladas with classmates who have Mexican heritage.

With time, I have realized that the immigrants in New 
York keep me from losing a sense of home. They are always 
so eager to speak to me because they are afraid of losing a 
heritage that they have been away from for years, decades, or 
even a lifetime, and are only able to trace it through a distant 
blood line. 

We live in an interconnected multicultural world. 
However, we are often unwilling to embrace, expose, and 
discuss the heritage that we share with others. When I 
finally opened myself to this heritage, I learned a lot more 
about my own culture and background than I could have 
ever imagined. The way I see it, the Mexicans I have talked 
to—whether in the subway or in a Latino Studies class—
are so concerned with losing their Aztec heritage that they 
bring up aspects of Mexican culture that I have almost tak-
en for granted. Through these interactions, I have discov-
ered a new perspective on Diego Rivera´s mural exposition 
at the Museum of Modern Art, the taste of Jamaica juice, 
and the struggle of Emiliano Zapata.

Above all, the immigrants in New York have taught me 
to reconsider the responsibility I have when it comes to 
immigration discourse. It is because “we”—foreign stu-
dents pursuing an education abroad—do not work to im-
prove the unemployment rates in our own countries that 
“they” come to live to the United States. Distancing myself 
from the immigration issue does nothing to solve the issue. 
Instead, I find it better to understand their perspective 
and advocate for immigration issues both in New York and 
back home.

I do not know if I will eventually try to settle in this coun-
try and undergo the same exhausting process of obtaining a 
green card. If I do, I will become one of “them.” My children 
will probably grow up as Mexican-Americans, and I will be 
glad that I sought to open myself and understand the implica-
tions of the immigration discourse. 

 
Andrea Viejo is a Columbia College first-year. She is on the 
executive board of the Columbia Society of International 

Undergraduate Students and a writer for Nuestras Voces. From 
Outside In runs alternate Mondays.

Mexican in New York

From 
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When I feel homesick, it is the Latino 
immigrant diversity on campus and 
in this city that comforts me. 

Improve 
disability access

BY SARAH GITLIN

President Obama’s State of the Union address last week 
touched on the economy, energy, housing, immigration, and 
the tax code. At the Columbia Democrats watch party, how-
ever, by far the most applause went to the president’s remarks 
about the affordability and quality of education. In particular, 
we approved of the president’s call to Congress to prevent a 
drastic increase in student loan interest rates, extend the tuition 
tax credit, double the number of work-study jobs available to 
students, and pass the DREAM Act. College should never be 
out of a student’s reach because of the burden of paying for it.

Financial aid at Columbia gives—or, at least, is supposed to 
give—students 100 percent of their demonstrated need. But that 
doesn’t mean that many Columbia students aren’t familiar with 
the agonizing wait to determine whether they can go to their 
dream school, their fate hinging on how much the financial aid 
office is going to give them. Many of us also have friends at other 
institutions who struggle to pay their way through school and 
graduate with crushing student loan debts. Increasing federal 
loans while reducing interest rates will help many of them, as 
well as our own students, make their way through college, as 
will offering more part-time employment opportunities.

In our quest to make college more affordable to millions of 
students, however, the government should never lose sight of 
educational quality. One of the president’s proposals had the 
disturbing possibility to do just that. He promised to decrease 
federal aid to any university that has rising tuition. There are, 
however, many reasons for tuition to increase. Some—a higher 
overhead, a disproportionate salary growth, and lack of fru-
gality—are surely to be avoided. But there’s another perfectly 
legitimate reason that tuition could rise: A university could be 
investing in the quality of its education and raising the stan-
dards for its current and future students. None of us would want 
Columbia to dramatically increa se class and discussion-section 
size, reduce professor quality, cut lab funding, and eliminate cer-
tain majors in the interest of saving tuition dollars! Skyrocketing 
tuition prices are a problem, but in carrying out the president’s 
policy, we must be careful not to incentivize cost-cutting at the 
expense of quality.

Elsewhere in his speech, the president fully understood the 
importance of quality education. The biggest applause line of 
the entire State of the Union, at least at our watch party, didn’t 
have to do with the cost of education but with its content—the 
president asked schools to stop teaching to the test. For every 
one of us who went to middle and high schools obsessed not 
with actual learning, but rather with the expectation that we 
regurgitate information on standardized achievement tests, 
this comes as a welcome change from the mentality that has 
taken hold in the federal government since the passage of No 
Child Left Behind. If policy follows from the speech, the next 
generation of Columbians may have a high-school experience 
that is more intellectual and less based on rote memorization 
and testing strategies.

Our watch party was also very happy with the president’s 
call to help college students who, through no fault of their own, 
entered the United States illegally as children. It’s far past time 
to pass the DREAM Act, which would allow students to stay in 
the United States after graduation. We have no way of knowing 
how many undocumented Columbia students there are who 
would benefit from the passage of the DREAM Act.

The Columbia Democrats didn’t agree with the entirety of 
President Obama’s State of the Union address—scattered boos 
could be heard when he announced his plans to open up more 
land to drilling, allow more hydrofracking, and crack down on 
online piracy. But we were very pleased with most of it, from 
the calls to modify the tax code, to a plea for comprehensive 
immigration reform, to commitment to investment in clean 
energy. As Columbia students, the educational section hit clos-
est to home for most of us, and we can only hope (and lobby!) 
that Congress and the states write the president’s educational 
reforms into law.

The author is a Columbia College junior majoring in political 
science. She is the media director for the Columbia University 
Democrats.

Education is Obama’s 
strength

BY KATE CHRISTENSEN

Michelle looked absolutely dynamite in her sapphire 
Barbara Tfank dress at Tuesday’s State of the Union address. 
But possibly the most remarkable thing about the speech was 
how tepid the audience was. There was much less ovation-ing 
compared to previous years—possibly because there wasn’t 
much to clap about.

Obama’s most frustrating misconceptions related to the 
housing crisis, home ownership, and education. President 
Obama defined the “American Promise” as “If you worked 
hard, you could do well enough to raise a family, own a home, 
send your kids away to college, and put a little away for re-
tirement.” That is not the American Promise. Not everyone 
should own a home. Not everyone needs to go to college. And 
everyone—starting with you, my fellow Columbia students—
should start a Roth IRA as soon as possible. In today’s America, 
where population is stagnant and the middle class is in decline, 
it is not at all clear that home ownership is a good investment. 
The notion that all Americans should own a home is neither 
economically feasible nor responsible, as it probably was what 
spawned the bubble of ludicrous loans and mortgages that 
drove our economy into crisis. Renting homes or apartments 
is often more economical than owning—as most of us students 
know, living in a city can prove less financially burdening than 
suburban dwelling.

The president pointed out that the largest portion of our 
national debt at this moment is the student loan bubble. 
Categorizing the problem as university degrees versus none 
is the wrong categorization. Everyone needs a way to develop 
the skills necessary to support themselves and their families, 
but many of those skills are not taught in colleges. Our coun-
try needs electricians, plumbers, mechanics, and pilots just as 
much as we need teachers, lawyers, and doctors. I wholeheart-
edly agreed with Obama when he said, “Community colleges 
need to become community career centers.” We need to incen-
tivize education for skill sets that lead to jobs. The student loan 
system needs reform. Currently, regardless of the cost of their 
college, many students can take out Pell Grants and loans up 

to the point of the tuition cost of the most expensive colleges. 
And they can take out loans regardless of their major—so they 
go into debt regardless of whether they study sociology (for 
which there are few jobs) or engineering (for which there are 
many jobs). A rational policy would be for the government 
to use more financial aid to incentivize students who choose 
degrees that will result in more lucrative jobs like biology, 
accounting, or economics. By the government granting loans 
equally to all students at all colleges, there is no reason why 
colleges would have to compete on price. Rather, they com-
pete for students by adding more comfort, more programs, 
more tuition, and more student debt. This model could cause 
a disproportionate number of financial aid students in SEAS 
versus Barnard, CC or GS, but these students would also be 
more likely to pay off their loans. 

Obama also claimed that all students should stay in high 
school until they graduate or they turn 18. He essentially is 
saying that when a student passes one of these two goal lines, 
he can spike the ball and walk off the field in triumph. These 
are the wrong goals. The real goal line is for students to have 
a job that will enable them to support themselves and their 
family, or to go to a trade school or conventional college like 
Columbia, where they can pursue advanced skills and knowl-
edge that will lead to attractive jobs. 

I applaud Obama’s call to bring jobs back to America. It’s 
easy for management to outsource. What’s hard is to figure 
out how to make it in our country cost-competitively. But fig-
uring that out is far from impossible—companies like BMW, 
Toyota, and Honda prove that you don’t have to go abroad 
to save money on manufacturing. Our workers are the most 
productive in the world. 

Obama needs to continue to incentivize American busi-
nessmen who create American jobs. And most of all, he needs 
to stop thinking that he is helping the middle class by creating 
public sector jobs for them that only contribute to a bigger, 
more bureaucratic government. By instituting a policy that 
encourages irresponsible spending and poor educational and 
fiscal decisions, he will perpetuate a short-sighted future for 
college students that will set us up for financial and career 
degeneracy.

 
The author is a Barnard College sophomore majoring in 

political science and art history. She is the social director for 
the Columbia University College Republicans.
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Discrete evaluation and treatment by 
experienced, board-certified psychi-
atrist. Accept student and faculty Aetna 
insurance. (212) 769-4700.

BERKSHIRE SKI RENTAL 
Looking for comfy style farmhouse in 
Egremont, MA near ski slopes But-
ternut and Catamount? 3 BR house 
with large dining room, kitchen, living 
room (brick fireplace), 2 baths. Near 
French Park, dog run. 5 miles from 
Great Barrington. Avail Dec-March, 
by month or season. $1000/mo plus 
heating. Contact Phyllis at  (212) 666-
3400. E-mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 
and Occupational Therapy services 
available for adults and children in 
English, Spanish, and Hindi. (212) 
430-6800.care@OpenLinesNY.com.

ASIAN EGG DONOR NEEDED
$40-50K in compensation + expenses. 
Asian Couple seeking a happy, intel-
ligent, attractive and healthy woman 
with athletic abilities betw the ages 
of 21-27, black hair, brown eyes, and 
5’6”+. Please contact: info@aperfect-
match.com. 1(800) 264-8828.
HEALTHY WOMEN 19-29: NYC Egg 
Donors needed. Help someone create 
a family and be compensated! $8000 
Confidential. Apply at www.MyDonor.
net

 
HELPING HANDS FOR the Disabled 
needs volunteers who can help dis-
abled adults with everyday tasks. For 
information call (718) 606-9712.

17th ANNUAL SUMMER LANGUAGE 
Program. Intensive. Rapid reading. On-
line in real time. May 21-July 13, 2012. 
French, German, Latin, Greek, Arabic, 
Spanish, etc. www.erasmusacademy. 
com. (718) 499-0077.
LEARN GERMAN THIS SUMMER

Rapid reading. Online in real time. Pre-
pare for proficiency exams. $800. www. 
erasmusacademy.com

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Sensitive, empathetic therapist for in-
dividuals and couples dealing with rela-
tionships, college/career issues, par-
enting, infertility, adoption, third party 
reproduction. Sliding scale fee. Con-
tact Phyllis Lowinger, LCSW at (212) 
666-3400. Email: phyllow@gmail.com
EXPERIENCED PSYCHOTHERAPIST
Upper West Side office. Consultations 
are not billed. Adam Jacobson (212) 
875-1867. www.adamjacobson.org

MORNINGSIDE GARDENS
1 BR co-op. 80 Lasalle St (only four 
blocks north of CU). Renov kitch and 
floors. Move-in condition. Spacious, 
excellent light, east and north expo-
sures, windowed EIK, DW, 2 ACs, 
beautiful grounds, modern gym, 7 clos-
ets, security 24/7. $399K, $918 maint. 
Neil (646) 373-5545.

CO-OP, LARGE 1 BR—big living room. 
Fabulous 1 BR apt in pre-war co-op 
building located in wonderful Morn-
ingside Hts. Open floor plan w/large 
living room, crown moldings, and ex-
pose brick. With low maint fee of just 
$386/mo. Pets are welcome. This is 
a well-maintained cooperative with no 
income restrictions. This location is 
spectacular: Riverside Pk, Sakura Pk 
and Grant’s Tomb are right around the 
corner, Manhattan School of Music 
and CU are close by. Plus, the #1 
train stops one block away. Close to 
many fine restaurants, all transporta-
tion, uptown Fairway and Citarella, and 
all services. Contact Efraim (914) 924-
6030, efraimz@kwnyc.com or Shim-
my (646) 812-3545 shimmyv@kwnyc. 
com for more info ! Licensed Real 
Estate Salespersons.

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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The bleeding could have been 
much worse if Brian Barbour had 
not stepped up. The junior guard had 
just three points in the first half, but 
scored Columbia’s first 10 points of 
the second half. 

“What casual observers probably 
don’t recognize is that they load up so 
hard on him in the first half,” Smith said 
of Barbour. “I think they wore down a 
bit—they can’t guard him that way the 
whole time.” 

Barbour finished the game with 
a team-high 19 points on 6-for-15 

shooting. As he had in the Light Blue’s 
close losses to Princeton and Penn two 
weeks ago, Barbour put on an impres-
sive second-half performance to put 
his team back in the game, only for 
Columbia to come up just short.

“Each one gets worse a little bit—hurts 
more and more,” Barbour said. 

“It’s tough coming all the way up here, 
fighting back, and then not being able to 
pull it out. Having to travel back is not 
going to be as fun, but, you know, we’re 
right there, which is a positive—you got 
to try to look at the positives after these 
things. We’re so close, so we just got to 
keep going.” 

Still, the Lions had their chances. 

With about 12 minutes to play, junior 
center Mark Cisco hit his second con-
secutive jumper to bring Cornell’s lead 
back to eight, and the Light Blue con-
tinued to chip away from there. 

With 1:49 left to play, freshman 
guard Noah Springwater hit two 
free throws to cut the deficit to 60-
59. Two foul shots by Cornell junior 
guard Johnathan Gray brought the Big 
Red’s lead back to three, but the Lions 
had three opportunities on their next 
possession to tie the game. However, 
all of those three-point attempts—
by Barbour, freshman forward Alex 
Rosenberg, and sophomore guard 
Meiko Lyles—were off the mark. 

Cisco, who had a career game 
against Cornell last weekend with 18 
points and 20 rebounds, was obviously 
a focus of the Big Red’s defense this 
week. His two jumpers were his only 
shots of the second half.

“They were defending me really 
hard,” Cisco said. “Every time I got the 
ball, they were straight doubling me. 
But, you know, I was trying to kick it 
out to the guards—some of those fell, 
some of those didn’t.” 

Still, Cisco recorded his third con-
secutive double-double with 10 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

“I played all right. I could do better,” 
Cisco said.

What was perhaps the difference in 
the game was Columbia’s poor shooting 
from three-point territory. The Lions 
made just four of their 22 attempts from 
beyond the arc (18.2 percent) and have 
struggled from downtown since the 
start of league play.

“We’re getting good shots. We just 
got to hit them—that’s all it comes down 
to,” Barbour said. “I know we’re going 
to, I know it’s going to come, but it’s 
tough when you miss a couple.” 

The Light Blue will need those 
shots to fall when it takes on league-
leading and nationally-ranked Harvard 
next Saturday after facing off against 
Dartmouth on Friday.
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A STEP AHEAD  |  Senior Kyra Caldwell won 60-meter hurdles, headlining Columbia’s first Metropolitan Championship win.
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BETTER LATE THAN NEVER  |  In spite of family obligations that led to a late arrival and removal from the starting lineup, freshman guard Alex Rosenberg had 10 points coming off the bench for the Lions.

BY MILES JOHNSON
Spectator Staff Writer

This past weekend, the Columbia 
women’s track team made history. 
Competing at home at The Armory, 
the Lions won the Metropolitan Indoor 
Track Championships for the first time 
in school history. Fourteen teams gath-
ered at The Armory to compete in the 
third annual indoor track and field 
competition. Senior Kyra Caldwell 
was once again a bright spot for the 
Columbia women and finished first in 
the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 
8.64 seconds. 

However, the distance runners 
were the driving force behind the en-
tire team’s success. Freshman Waverly 
Neer won the 1000 with a time of 2  
minutes 52.52 seconds, junior Emily 
Lanois won the mile with a time of 

4:52:47, and freshman Aryn Foland 
conquered the 3000 field with a time 
of 10:00.99. Additionally, the 4x800m 
relay team, comprised of freshman 
Madeline Rathbun, sophomore Sophia 
Harrington, junior Mallory Anderson, 
and Neer, took first place, breaking the 
tape at 9:14.39—a full three seconds 
ahead of the competition. The success 
of the women’s track team is particu-
larly impressive, considering it is miss-
ing the efforts of star senior sprinter 
Sharay Hale. 

In the field events, senior Monique 
Roberts won the high jump, clearing 
1.76m, and freshman Nadia Eke won the 
triple jump with a distance of 12.58m. 
The Lions finished with 156 points, 12 
ahead of second-place St. John’s. The 
Light Blue will be back in action next 
Saturday at The Armory for the New 
Balance Collegiate Invitational.

Light Blue posts strong showing, 
captures Metropolitan crown

Men’s basketball team struggles in final seconds of away contest against Cornell
MEN’S BASKETBALL

from page 8



BY MICHELE CLEARY
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

ITHACA, N.Y.—For the third time in 
four games, the Lions found themselves 
in a large hole in the middle of the second 
half. For the third time in four games, 
they managed to stage a comeback and 
pull within two points with less than 30 
seconds to play. For the third time in four 

games, they came up just short, losing to 
Cornell 65-60 on Saturday night.

“You know it’s an Ivy League game—
same deal,” head coach Kyle Smith said 
after the game. 

“We’re just 1-3 in these situations. We 
had a number of shots to tie it or even 
go ahead.” 

The fact that the men’s basketball 
team (12-8, 1-3 Ivy) had several chances 

to tie the game was surprising, given 
that it was trailing the Big Red (7-11, 2-2 
Ivy) by 14 with 15 minutes remaining in 
the second half. Cornell took a seven-
point lead into halftime and opened it 
up in the first five minutes after inter-
mission by knocking down five con-
secutive threes. 

Senior guard Chris Wroblewski 
made the first two of those treys and 

led his team with 19 points on 5-of-
8 shooting. Last week at Levien, 
Wroblewski was just 3-of-13 from the 
field and 0-for-7 from beyond the arc.

“I knew he’d eventually snap out of 
his shooting slump, and unfortunately, 
it was tonight,” Smith said.
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Last week, 
during half-

time at Columbia 
basketball’s first 
bout with Cornell, 
football coach Pete 
Mangurian walked 
onto the court 
and gave a speech 
promising some 
on-field improve-
ments in exchange 
for some fan sup-
port this coming 
season. Another promise for change 
from another new coach prompted 
me to reflect on the turbulent nature 
of high-level coaching and how it 
varies from other comparable jobs, 
especially at universities.

Before the college level, coaches 
take on a predominantly didactic role, 
and their administrative responsibili-
ties are limited to taking care of things 
like jerseys and negotiating practice 
times. College football demands far 
more administration and political 
savvy on the part of coaches than 
youth soccer does, but head coaches 
are forced to stray from their primary 
role: teaching football. As it does 
with any professor at Columbia, the 
University charges Mangurian with 
helping students develop in a certain 
area, while also demanding that he 
handle a variety of ancillary tasks. 
For professors, these tasks include 
research and departmental adminis-
tration. For Mangurian, these tasks in-
clude recruiting and alumni relations.

As much as the roles of profes-
sor and coach lend themselves to 
comparison, the analogy fails when 
we consider the differences in how 
we judge the performance of each. 
While academic jobs can be incred-
ibly secure, coaches always seem to be 
one bad season away from losing their 
positions. Tenure allows professors to 
be effectively free of political pres-
sures and gives stability to academic 
departments. Sure, tenured professors 
can be dismissed for consistently poor 
conduct or performance, but their dis-
missal doesn’t seem imminent after a 
bad year. Professor approval involves 
many determinants, including their 
teaching, publishing, and service to 
campus organizations. In contrast, the 
coaching world is results-driven, and 
it is hard for a coach to defend a losing 
season—winning percentage seems to 
be the only criterion of success.

Despite this easy way to evaluate 
coaching performance—and although 
a tenure system would be too gener-
ous and perhaps inappropriate for 
coaches—I think athletic administra-
tors could learn a thing or two from 
their colleagues. It’s a shame that 
coaches do not get the same chance to 
experiment that professors on cam-
pus enjoy. In an ideal world, coaches 
could revamp their system after a 
failed season and restructure their 
experiment as a professor might.

With that in mind, we should give 
Mangurian a few years to overhaul 
the football program, since it is un-
clear what strategies might better our 
team. One of his main challenges will 
be how to make the most of his cur-
rent roster while also having a recruit-
ing vision—it might behoove the cur-
rent team to focus the running game, 
but Mangurian might eventually want 
to transition to a spread offense.

Judging by his peppy demeanor 
last weekend, Mangurian may try to 
emulate Jim Harbaugh next sea-
son. Harbaugh, formerly the coach 
of Stanford, took over an 8-8 San 
Francisco 49ers team and brought 
them to the divisional round of the 
playoffs in his first year by being en-
thusiastic and fun on and off the field. 
Like Harbaugh, Mangurian could reg-
ularly introduce new plays during the 
season and avoid being dogmatic with 
his coaching. There are many ways to 
improve a football team, ranging from 
play-calling to general attitude, and 
most require a small step back in ex-
change for a long-term step forward.

As Mangurian said at the basket-
ball game, he’ll take care of on-field 
issues. In exchange, he expects us to 
leave behind the last 50 years and sup-
port the program. I’d like to stress that 
we can only help the team by giving 
Mangurian time to experiment. After 
a half-century of persistent failure, 
some experimentation may be what it 
takes to turn our program around.

Benjamin Spener is a Columbia College 
sophomore majoring in economics-

mathematics and Latin American and 
Iberian cultures.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

Mangurian 
needs patience 
and support

The Top 
Spin

BENJAMIN
SPENER

scoreboard

men’s tennis

women’s tennis

Columbia	         7
Fordham       	         0

Won A bracket in doubles 
and singles at Cornell 
Invitational

women’s basketball

men’s basketball

men’s squash

women’s squash

Went 2-2 at home, beating 
Georgetown and Connecti-
cut College while falling to 
Williams and Middlebury

Split four home matches, 
defeating Georgetown 
and Connecticut College, 
but came up short against 
Middlebury and Williams

wrestling
Columbia	        32
Franklin and Marshall   	 12

Penn       	         75
Columbia	         50

men’s swimming & 
diving

women’s swimming 
& diving

women’s track and 
field

men’s track and 
field

Columbia	      196
Boston University	       102

Columbia	       184
Boston University	      115

First place at the Metro-
politan Indoor Track and 
Field Championships

Fifth place at Armory II

Columbia	   190.5
Brown	                      106.5

Columbia	     182
Brown	                       118

Cornell	         65
Columbia	         60

BY HAHN CHANG 
Spectator Staff Writer

Thirty-one seconds into the game, 
Penn freshman guard Renee Busch hit 
a three-point shot, and Penn grabbed 
a quick 3-0 lead. Busch hit another 
jumper 37 seconds later, putting Penn 
up 5-0. From then on, the Lions (2-15, 
0-3 Ivy) played catch-up and were ul-
timately unable to close the gap as the 
Quakers (8-8, 1-1 Ivy) prevailed 75-50.

Busch had an outstanding game for 
Penn, shooting 4-for-6 from beyond the 
arc, netting a game-high 20 points, and 
grabbing eight boards. 

After the Lions sprang back with 
two quick field goals by sophomore 
center Nicole Santucci and junior 
guard Tyler Simpson—making the 
score 10-6—the Quakers took off, led 

by Busch’s 14 first-half points. Penn 
sophomore guard Alyssa Baron hit 
a jumper with 1:05 left in the half 
to put Penn up 37-24 going into the 
intermission.

After the Quakers struck first in the 
second half with a layup from fresh-
man forward Katy Allen, the Lions re-
sponded with a score from Simpson 
and a three-pointer from senior guard 
Melissa Shafer, leaving the Lions trail-
ing 39-29.

As Columbia looked ready to mount 
a comeback, Baron put up five points in 
28 seconds to pad Penn’s lead.

The Light Blue tried to cut Penn’s 
lead back down to 10. Offensive pro-
duction from Simpson, who finished 
with a team-high 19 points, and soph-
omore guard Taylor Ward brought 
the Lions to within 13 with 10:58 

remaining in the game.
The Light Blue, which took almost 

as many shots as the Quakers, had a 
steady 34 percent field goal percentage, 
slightly higher than its 33.2 field goal 
percentage for the season. However, 
the Lions only put in four of their 16 
three-pointers, while Penn made 10 
out of 21. 

Columbia could not bring down the 
Quaker lead to under 20 points. Down 
by 28 points with 41 seconds remain-
ing in the game, Columbia freshman 
guard Miwa Tachibana scored the final 
shot—a three-pointer—to finalize the 
score at 75-50. 

The Lions, in search of their first 
Ivy League victory, will look to re-
bound in back-to-back games at home 
against Dartmouth and Harvard this 
weekend. 

HENRY WILLSON / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LONE RANGER |  Junior guard Tyler Simpson accounted for almost 40 percent of Columbia’s points in an ugly loss.

Lions leave Palestra still winless in conference play

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL,
page 7

Cornell hands CU third single-digit Ancient Eight loss
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CUTTING THE DEFICIT  |  Junior guard Brian Barbour scored 16 of his 19 points in the second half, spearheading the Lions’ ultimately unsuccessful rally.
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