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EMPTY SPACES | Despite signing a lease for the Metro Theater space a year ago, Urban Outfitters has still not moved into the building. The former movie theater is currently
embroiled in litigation that has kept the space vacant, and the building’s owner is waiting on a court decision before moving forward.

Urban
Outfitters
waits it out

Potential store site
stays vacant

BY CATHI CHOI
Spectator Staff Writer

One year after signing a lease
for the Metro Theater space, Urban
Outfitters is nowhere to be found in
Manbhattan Valley.

The space, a former movie theater
on Broadway between 99th and 100th
streets, is still vacant due to litigation
involving the property.

The building’s owner, Al Bialek,
said that he could not provide details
on the vacancy because of the lawsuit.
“We're waiting for some court deci-
sions,” he said.

Winick Realty Group was working
to lease the space last year, but the
company’s president Benjamin Fox
said that the company has not been
involved since the signing of the ini-
tial lease with Urban Outfitters. “The
last time an agent is involved is when
a lease was signed, and that was my
involvement,” he said.

“We have no involvement with the
property at this time due to the un-
certainty surrounding the ownership
of the property and the status of the

URBAN OUTFITTERS, page 6

Dept. of Health under fire for
controversial heroin leaflet

BY ELIZABETH FOYDEL
Spectator Staff Writer

The Department of Health has distrib-
uted 70,000 pamphlets about safer heroin
use. But some city officials fear the infor-
mation only encourages addiction.

A New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene pamphlet
advising safety guidelines for heroin
has recently come under fire by sev-
eral city politicians. And the debate
is especially relevant in Morningside
Heights, where a drug bust on Jan.
13 at the Grant Houses development
on Amsterdam from 123rd to 125th
streets incriminated Crips and Bloods
gang members for selling heroin, as
well as crack and cocaine.

But issues of harm-reduction models
for heroin usage is a citywide debate that
has become increasingly contentious
with the introduction of a new govern-
ment-sponsored pamphlet. Criticism

GSAPP professor accused of assaulting

was so strong that the city recently re-
moved the pamphlet from its website.

Taking charge

The Department of Health created the
16-page brochure, titled “Take Charge Take
Care,” in 2007 as a harm-reduction model
for current heroin users and those at risk to
become users. Categories of advice include
how to prevent and treat overdose, prepare
drugs carefully, and take care of veins—for
example, “Use with someone else;” “Know
your tolerance,” and “Don’t mix drugs,” as
well as a list of overdose symptoms and
instructions for rescue breathing.

Critics, such as New York City Council
Member and Chair of the Council’s Public
Safety Committee Peter E. Vallone, charge
that the pamphlet may in fact encour-
age drug use rather than decrease the
problem. “The councilman is very much

HEROIN, page 6

colleague appears in court

Associate professor Lionel McIntyre,
who allegedly assaulted a University em-
ployee in November, appeared in criminal
court on Jan. 26 for pretrial proceedings.

According to a spokesperson from the
Manhattan district attorney’s office, an
order of protection was served for the
victim of the case, School of the Arts pro-

duction manager Camille Davis.

The case has been adjourned until
March 26, when it will move into the
discovery phase. At that point, evidence

will begin to be presented.

Police reports indicate that McIntyre, a
professor in the urban planning program at
Columbia’s Graduate School of Architecture,
Planning and Preservation, got into an argu-
ment with Davis and punched her in the face at
Toast, a bar on Broadway near 125th Street.

The alleged assault took place on Nov. 6.
McIntyre was arrested and charged with third-
degree assault three days later, when Davis re-

ported the incident to police.

The Jan. 26 appearance followed McIntyre's

INSIDE

delayed the case for two weeks.

spokesperson said.

reporting the incident.

also declined to speak.

comment.

failure to appear in court on Jan. 11, which

“Sometimes these things are fast, and
sometimes they take a long time,” the DA

MclIntyre was again released without bail.
Daniel Morgan, a former Toast regu-
lar who says he knew both McIntyre and
Davis, has been critical of the bar for not

“Everyone wants it to go away. Toast
wants it to go away. ... At some point the
University has to say something,” he said.

The adjournment, he added, was un-
necessary. “I'm so pissed, I can't tell you.
What are you going to do, give him the
Fourth of July weekend?” he said.

Representatives from Toast have re-
peatedly declined to comment, and
Columbia spokesperson Robert Hornsby

Mclntyre could not be reached for

—Sarah Darville

Campus health services continue flu prevention

BY ELIZABETH FOYDEL
Spectator Staff Writer

When Dan Weinstein, CC ’12, missed
a week of classes and two midterms last
semester after getting the flu, “teachers
were just as eager to keep me out of class
as I was,” he said.

Weinstein said that his professors
were understanding and flexible. When
he called Health Services to report his
symptoms, he was told not to come in to
the offices. Health Services contacted his
dean, who sent messages to the teachers of
classes in which he was missing exams.

“My experience wasn't particularly
bad, but I can understand how students
would find themselves in rougher situa-
tions. ... It can be a nightmare to resched-
ule exams,” Weinstein said.

While the swine flu scare may have
subsided, administrators are still stream-
lining the processes for reporting flu-like
symptoms and addressing illness-related
academic underperformance.

Students have expressed concerns
about the perceived lack of procedure

—— BALLET ON A BUDGET |

during the flu epidemic, particularly
when their professors continue to enforce
strict absence policies. “My concern is
that without new attendance policies, stu-
dents will be penalized unfairly for miss-
ing class because of legitimate illness;” said
Valentine Edgar, a student in the Graduate
School of Arts and Science and University
Senator for GSAS/Humanities.

Edgar said the issue came to her atten-
tion after a friend who TAs a large lecture
course received an e-mail from a student
on the day of an exam that said that he
was too sick to come to class. But “with-
out a note from Health Services, or a clear
policy articulated by the professor or the
University, how can the TA determine
whether the student is truly ill and should
be excused or not?” Edgar asked.

Columbia University Health Services
has followed advice from the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention and the
New York City Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene. Last fall, the CDCissued a
publication directing schools and universi-
ties on how to deal with HIN1. The pub-
lication recommended that teachers and

professors be lenient with students using
medical excuses. “The goal is to get people
to stay home until they recover;’ said Dr.
Marcy Ferdschneider, Director of Primary
Care Medical Services at Columbia.

Ferdschneider said that there has been
a joint effort on the part of Health Services
and the University administration to dis-
seminate the information received from
public health authorities, including the
recommendation that professors be more
lenient on student absences.

“The general expectation was that medi-
cal offices ... would be overwhelmed with
influenza-like illness, so as recommended by
the CDC, we discourage people from asking
for medical notes;” Ferdschneider said.

Students with flu-like symptoms
are encouraged to come or call in to
Health Services. Students are directed
to contact their advising dean, who will
tell deans and professors about the stu-
dent’s illness as necessary.

Columbia’s system differs from
Barnard’s, which allows students to

HEALTH SERVICES, page 2

PRETTY PLIES | The New York City Ballet is lending CU its tutus with discounted tickets for students
through its “Columbia Thursdays at NYCB” program, coordinated with CUarts.

COURTESY OF PAUL KOLNIK
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(U collaborates with NYCB
for ballet on a budget

The “Columbia Thursdays at
New York City Ballet” program
gives students the opportunity
to buy discounted tickets for
the New York City Ballet and
enter into discussions with
major choreographers during
the 2010 season.

Columbia.

Sports, back page

Squash set to become a
varsity sport

In 2011, squash will become

a varsity sport and part of
Columbia’s athletic department.
The sport’s new status was
made possible by a donation

Opinion, page 4

also move a nation.

wants

Care for the Caribbean

An earthquake shook Haiti, but
an outpouring of compassion can

What she really, really

Today’s Events

Casino Night 2010

Gamble on. Prizes include a
PlayStation 3, Netbook, and bar-
tending classes.

Roone Arledge Auditorium, 8 p.m.

Stand-up comedy night

Teachers College gets funny. See

from two alumni who played
squash during their time at

If you wanna read Hillary Busis’s
column, you've gotta get with the
Spice Girls.

comedians from SNL, Comedy
Central, and College Humor.
Milbank Chapel, 9 p.m.
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Local apartment residents boiling mad over lack of heat

BY LINDSEY WARD
Spectator Staff Writer

It's been a cold winter for tenants of 3333
Broadway.

Residents of this 35-story West Harlem
high-rise apartment complex on the cor-
ner of 135th and Broadway have not had
dependable heat for over a month, ac-
cording to many tenants and members
of a tenants association.

That’s because the heating system in the
complex has recently undergone repairs,
said several residents. One tenant, who re-
quested anonymity to avoid possible ret-
ribution from the management, said the
problem had to do with an oil tank.

A temporary oil tank sits outside the
building to assist the six boilers that
were recently installed. The rupture of
one of the tanks, which may have oc-
curred as early as last summer, alert-
ed Urban American Management, the
owners of the building, to a problem in
the heating system, the member said.

She added that residents and manage-
ment discovered after inspection that the
leak was coming from the oil tanks that
supplied the boilers for the apartments. The
heating has been sporadic for four weeks,
but is now back on.

Representatives from Urban
American Management, who bought
the building from the state housing
subsidy program called Mitchell-
Lama in 2007, said that they have been
striving both to improve the building’s
relationship with its tenants since the
shift, as well as to address all mainte-
nance concerns.

“After years of neglect by the previ-
ous owners of 3333 Broadway, Urban
American has invested millions of dol-
lars into the property in order to ensure
that the residents are safer” and that
“management is more responsive to their
needs and requests,” Douglas Eisenberg,
Urban American’s chief operating officer,
wrote in an e-mail Tuesday.

But for some residents, the recent chill of
inconsistent heating is difficult to ignore.

“We had to keep the oven running the
whole time;” said Bella Martin, who has
lived in the apartment complex for seven
years. “For some people who have larger
apartments, the oven isn't enough to heat
the space to a comfortable level, and people
are cold,” she said.

Carl Brown, a tenant who has lived in
the building since it opened, said, “Of course
you feel affected. You have to use electricity
when you should be getting heat provided”
And for resident Sandra Cartar, the prob-
lems are a major offense. “The problem is
that they turn the heat down so damn low
that you can hardly feel a thing”

Some, though, think the problem
is relatively minor. “I own an electric
heater in case of emergencies,” said
tenant Jannae Morre, who has also
been in the complex since its open-
ing, “but it’s nothing major.”

Local housing advocates argue that
this recent problem is symptomatic of
larger tensions.

Hannah Weinstein, a representative from
the advocacy group Tenants and Neighbors
said that this kind of inaction is purposeful
neglect. “We believe the 3333 is a predatory
equity building and that they know exactly
what they’re doing, in that they don't do
repairs in order to force people out of the
building so that they can bring in tenants
who will pay more money at market rate,”
she said. “It's probably been happening as
long as the ownership has been there?”

Alicia Barksdale, president of the

tenants association, did not com-
ment on the specific heating issues,
but said, “We’re trying to find out
what’s going on with the tenants in
their apartments and what’s going on
in the building. The owners never met
with us last year.”

Many residents who live in the building
are on Section 8 Special Housing Choice
vouchers, a federal subsidy program that
allows lower-income families to live in the
building by paying a portion of their rent.
The complex was originally built in 1976 to
house lower-income residents.

Now, with recurring heating prob-
lems, some tenants have accused
Urban American of purposefully
neglecting maintenance requests in
an attempt to force the lower-paying
Section 8 tenants out of the building
so that the company can accumulate
more income from higher-paying ten-
ants who don’t use subsidies.

Eisenberg contested this claim, and
wrote in e-mail, “Urban American nev-
er discriminates against or harasses
tenants who have Section 8 contracts.
All residents in properties managed
by Urban American are provided the
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HEATING | Residents of local development 3333 report that their building has been without heat through the winter.

same quality of service no matter
the rent that the resident is paying”
Speaking of the improving relation-
ship, he wrote, “This work and capital
infusion will continue and we will con-
tinue to work with all of our residents
and address any issues that they have
in a timely manner. ... This is a process
which will take time but we are certain
that we are on the right track and that
at the end of the day all of the residents
at the property will be happy to call
3333 home”

Some residents said they have noticed
improvements. “Some of my windows have
fallen off;” Chabley Mena said. “But when
you have a problem, they fix it really fast.
They came really quickly”

Other tenants said they are much
more skeptical.

“I have had flooding for years and they
took their time fixing it;” Morre said. “I lost
all the carpet in my bedroom”

But despite this perceived purposeful ne-
glect, Morre said management could not
force her out of the building.

“I won’t leave, not until I retire,”
Morre said.

lindsey.ward@columbiaspectator.com

Students worry
about absence
policies

HEALTH SERVICES from front page

report their illnesses online or by phone.
Ferdschneider said that although Columbia
does not have such a system, “what is im-
portant here is a consistency in approach”
among Columbia’s schools.

While Health Services has also out-
lined web-accessible general procedures
for students with flu-like symptoms, there
is a worry that professors are not adapt-
ing their normal absence policies to the
ongoing epidemic situation. “It’s my sense
that professors have not responded pro-
actively,” Edgar said.

Dehlia Hannah, a teaching assistant
in Barnard’s philosophy department, said
that many of her students have brought her
notes from Health Services or doctors for
absences due to illness.

Hannah said that while her general
absence policy is that students are not to
miss class except in case of medical or
family emergencies, “if a student is ill
who is normally in class, that is okay and
I would not require a note”

Barnard’s primary care center does
not give full medical-excuse notes with
a diagnosis, but notes with date-and-
time confirmations that the student has
been seen at Health Services. “We have
an Honor Code, in which we rely on stu-
dents to tell professors their diagnoses
themselves,” said Brenda Slade, Director
of Barnard Health Services.

Slade added that the number of pa-
tients seen with flu-like illnesses peaked in
October, consistent with national data, and
that although the epidemic is not over, “we
are hoping that it has tapered oft”

Barnard received a significant amount
of HIN1 vaccines, and is in the process
of advertising it and encouraging stu-
dents to be vaccinated.

Ferdschneider also noted the im-
portance of preventative measures, the
foremost of which is the HIN1 vaccine.
Health Services now has plenty of the
HINI vaccine, she said.

“Swine flu has sort of come off of peo-
ple’s radars, but we don't want people to have
a false sense of security; she said.

elizabeth.foydel@columbiaspectator.com
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Columbia program breaks the ballet barrier, but not the bank

BY HANNA OLDSMAN
Columbia Daily Spectator

For Columbia students
who want to see ballet,
SIS byt don't want to drain
their bank accounts, CU
Arts and New York City
Ballet have collaborated to make bal-
let performances more accessible and
affordable for students.

Students may now participate in
the “Columbia Thursdays at NYCB”
program, whereby students may buy
discounted tickets. There is also one
performance every season called
“Columbia Night,” during which there
is often a reception during intermis-
sion or an opportunity to speak with a
choreographer. This year’s “Columbia
Night” performance will be “Swan
Lake,” performed on Feb. 11.

This series at NYCB has grown out
of a Columbia Alumni Arts League ini-
tiative, which three years ago worked
with NYCB to begin a similar program
for alumni. Now, NYCB’s discounted
performances are available to all mem-
bers of the Columbia community.

Malwina Lys-Dobradin, Columbia’s
Arts Initiative’s Manager of Alumni
Relations and Development, said that
these programs have been organized,
in part, to make ballet more acces-
sible to those who may not know as
much about the art form by engaging
students, alumni, and faculty in what
she described as a “more social” en-
vironment. Karen Girty, NYCB’s mar-
keting director, agreed, and said that
Columbia students “have a propensity
for the arts to begin with,” and that
the goal of programs like these is to
expose students to ballet.

When asked about the formation
of the relationship between the Arts
Initiative and NYCB for these pro-
grams, Eleanor Milburn, who works

with Lys-Dobrabin, said that this ballet
company is “one of the great cultural
organizations” in New York. NYCB is
different from other ballet companies
in that it “focuses on the Balanchine
choreography and has repertoire dif-
ferent from just the classics,” she said.

This season, though, is a bit of an
anomaly for NYCB. While the com-
pany usually presents programs that
include two or three one-act ballets by
Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, and oth-
er contemporary choreographers, the
2010 season includes many full-length
story ballets, such as “Romeo + Juliet,”
“Sleeping Beauty,” and “Swan Lake.”

At the most recent “Columbia
Thursday,” NYCB performed “Romeo
+ Juliet” It was, unfortunately, not
one of the better dance interpre-
tations of Shakespeare’s tragedy.
Kenneth MacMillan’s version, for
instance, which is in the American
Ballet Theatre’s repertoire, is more
tightly choreographed and full of
life. Martins’ choreography relies
too much on repetitive partnering—
there is a lot of spinning in Romeo
and Juliet’s pas de deux—and he for-
gets to let his characters live and love
joyously while they still can. In the
famous balcony scene, for example, a
point during which the title characters
ought to be marvelously alive, Romeo
carries Juliet draped over his shoulder
as if she is already dead.

Still, the dancers performing the ti-
tle roles, Robert Fairchild and Kathryn
Morgan, danced their parts with grace
and poise. And there are many exciting
ballets in the season to come. Barnard
senior Judy Estey, a dance major, says
that she has already seen Balanchine’s
“Jewels” twice, and is eager to see it
again. The Arts Initiative’s collabora-
tion with NYCB may just encourage
students new to ballet to see “Jewels,”
and other ballets, for the first time.

COURTESY OF PAUL KOLNIK

CENTS AND SENSIBILITY | Robert Fairchild dances in the New York City Ballet’s “Romeo + Juliet,” one of the performances that is
now more affordable for Columbia students with the CU Arts co-organized “Columbia Thursdays at NYCB” program.

CU Couture hopes to stay in
style with its first full year

BY ALLISON MALECHA
Spectator Staff Writer

While fashion fever
will soon sweep New York
City with Mercedes-Benz
Fashion Week, on cam-
pus, style is making its
comeback in a subtler way.

On Wednesday night, Columbia’s
first fashion club, CU Couture, made
a grand entrance with its first meet-
ing of the semester. Formed at the end
of the 2008-2009 school year, but not
active until September 2009, the club
barely predates Hoot Magazine.

CU Couture is not yet an official club,
but group leaders intend to apply for of-
ficial status at the end of this semester. The
idea for CU Couture came to the club’s
president, Alice Zhang, CC ’12, after
she had the chance to work backstage at
Fashion Week. It was there that she real-
ized that, as Zhang said, “fashion isn’t only
limited to skinny models or creative de-
signers—there is a place for everyone”

The club’s mission statement states
that its intent is to “highlight fashion’s
accessibility to students and its im-
portance in students’ everyday lives.”
This begs the question of what, exact-
ly, this importance is, especially when
it comes to high fashion.

“Busy college students don’t have that
many ways to express ourselves,” said
CU Couture’s Editorial Team Director
Jina Lim, CC ’13. “Fashion is an every-
day expression of yourself, and you don’t
have to sacrifice a lot of effort or time.”

STYLE
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COURTESY OF CU COUTURE

INSTEP | CU Couture, Columbia’s style
club, holds fashion events on campus.

Some who aren’t fashion mavens appre-
ciate what CU Couture is bringing to the
student body. “I'm not too into fashion,
Natasha Marks, SEAS 12, said, “but they
are pulling together a group with like inter-
ests that was dispersed across campus.”

The organization appears to be on
a one-event-per-semester track. The
club held a “Fashion Week Back Stage
Pass” runway show in October and is
planning a second, larger fashion show
for later this spring.

While the first show focused on ways
of styling clothes, the spring show will
turn its attention to the design of the
clothes themselves. No designers are
confirmed yet, but CU Couture plans
to gather clothing from student design-
ers at Columbia, Parsons, and FIT.

“I'was sad that student designers don’t
get recognized for their great work,”
Zhang said. “T want CU Couture to help
them learn and gain their confidence”

Festival honors legendary Kurosawa flicks

BY DANIEL VALELLA
Spectator Staff Writer

Very few filmmakers have
created something that is uni-
versally considered a master-
piece. Even fewer have more
than one to their name.

Akira Kurosawa is perhaps the only
creator of multiple cinematic opuses that
deal as much with medieval times and
characters as with the people and places
of today. Now, 100 years after Kurosawa’s
birth, Film Forum’s “Akira Kurosawa
Centennial 1910-2010” is featuring 29 of
the Japanese director’s greatest works.

Kurosawa’s breakthrough film of 1950,
“Rashomon,” explores four witnesses’
conflicting explanations of a rape and
murder in 12th-century Kyoto. Aside
from its tour-de-force performances and

its stunning black and white cinematog-
raphy, “Rashomon” is remembered espe-
cially for its groundbreaking narrative
presentation. Each of the four witnesses’
descriptions of the crime is filmed as if
each really took place. What has come to
be known as the “Rashomon effect”—the
uncertainty that comes with watching
something on screen and thinking, “That
may not have actually happened”—
makes the new 35 mm restoration of
this Kurosawa a classic.

Also featured in the festival is “Seven
Samurai” (1954), considered by many
to be Kurosawa’s greatest achievement.
It follows a group of poor, defense-
less farmers who hire seven samurai to
protect their land from 40 marauding
bandits in 16th-century Japan. Very
much like a John Ford Western (and,
indeed, Kurosawa drew many of his

COURTESY OF JANUS FILMS

ASAMURAI'STALE | Akira Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai” and other notable films are
showing for students looking for a film history lesson this weekend at Film Forum.

influences from Ford’s work), “Seven
Samurai” has consistently been the
most popular Kurosawa film among
American audiences.

Two other films in Kurosawa’s can-
on also stand out, for different reasons.
“Rhapsody in August,” about a wom-
an’s grandchildren coming to visit her
at her home near Nagasaki, is nothing
short of a poetic analogy to Kurosawa’s
worldview at the time he made the film.
Eighty years old, he captured on screen
the simultaneous beauty and sadness
behind the modern times’ lost appre-
ciation for the elderly.

“Dodes’Ka-Den”—Kurosawa’s first
color film, whose title is the young pro-
tagonist’s imitation of the sound of a trol-
ley—bleeds with racy comedy, stylized
acting, and a truly ridiculous story line,
even as it portrays the lives of the impov-
erished inhabitants of a garbage dump.
Now in a new 35 mm print, the most non-
Kurosawa of Kurosawa films is a treat for
aficionados of the avant-garde.

Of course, Film Forum is featuring
many more of the master filmmaker’s
best known works, because it is nearly
impossible to define Kurosawa by any
single movie of his. That’s why this di-
verse, comprehensive retrospective
seems so fitting an honor.

— WHEREIT'S AT

Time: “Rashomon” screenings are
at varied times on Thursday, “Seven
Samurai” screenings are at varied
times on Saturday.

Place: 29 W. Houston St.

Cost: $12

NYC’s green-averse can develop sweet tooth for seasonal Dirt Candy

BY SHANE FERRO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Eat
your
Greens,

I remember when
I used to think that
eating my vegetables
meant eating peas
and carrots from the
freezer section. When
I'was 15, the first thing
I learned how to cook

B was sautéed zucchini.
- And vegetables haven't
meant the same thing to me since.

It is difficult to find people who share
such a love for vegetables. However,
Amanda Cohen, the chef and owner
of Dirt Candy in the East Village (430
E. Ninth St., between First Avenue and
Avenue A), is one of them.

“At Dirt Candy, we don’t care about
your health,” says the restaurant’s blog.
“And we don't care about your politics
either... Dirt Candy is dedicated to one
thing: cooking vegetables”

Though it has somewhat of a
crunchy-granola reputation, vegetari-
anism doesn’t have to be about being
healthy, or even about not wanting to
kill animals. Vegetarianism can also be

JOSE GIRALT FOR SPECTATOR

IT'S EASY BEING GREEN | The East Villages restaurant Dirt Candy offers inspired
seasonal menus for veggie friends and veggie foes looking to get their green on.

about reducing resource usage and be-
ing environmentally friendly.

Think about how much a cow eats in
its lifetime before being slaughtered. Most
of its feed, no matter if the cow is pasture-
or grain-fed, needs to be irrigated and in
some cases, processed and shipped. An

animal eating grain uses twice as much
water as would be used if the grain were
consumed directly by humans.

The U.N’s Food and Agriculture
Organization attributes up to 20% of the
greenhouse gas emissions in the world
to those coming from livestock. Part of

this is from the production of feed, but
it is also attributed to cows’ flatulence,
which produce methane and damage the
environment (insert chuckle here).

Dirt Candy, whether it means to
or not, protects the environment
from detrimental animal flatulence.
Comfort-wise, it is even smaller than
your average New York restaurant.
Resource-wise, it is hard to imagine
where they have space for waste.

It’s a tiny restaurant, about twice
the size of my dorm room. The kitch-
en is of the open variety, which is un-
derstandable since it is no bigger than
a closet. The tables are squeezed so
tightly that by the end of the night you
know more about the guy next to you
than the person you are dining with.

The menu is sparse in quantity, but
not quality. There are around a dozen
wines to choose from—by the half glass,
the glass, or the bottle—as well as one
beer (Hitachino Nest White Ale, $9).
Bottled water is not an option. The food
is separated into four choices of appe-
tizer and four entrées, each named for
a specific vegetable, along with the res-
taurant’s signature snack: jalapeio hush
puppies with maple butter ($6).

A limited menu usually means that
the chef really concentrates on each
dish and is probably making it several
times per night. The pumpkin ($12)—a
salad of four types of squash topping
greens and covered in pepitas coated
in chickpea flour and a French curry
powder—was a mixture of textures and
flavors that was smoky enough to have
had bacon in it (it doesn’t).

Highlighting the vegetables leaves
room to play around with flavors. A
dish of parsnip gnocchi ($19) came
topped with carrot cake crumbles and
dehydrated cheddar cheese. Carrot cake
and cheddar cheese—it sounds puz-
zling, but it turns out to be a combina-
tion that should be used more often.

Dirt Candy makes use of vegetables
as they are available. The squash salad
is a recent addition to the menu, re-
placing a more summer-like dish. But
certain things, like the hush puppies,
will never disappear.

“I’s really hard to say T'm local and
seasonal,” Cohen said of restaurants
in general. “The reality is that veg-
etables don’t grow like that. They don’t
spring up and say, ‘Whoa, were here,
it’s spring.”
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Letter to the

o, I'll tell you
what I want,
what I really,

really want: a musical

based on the songs of
the Spice Girls.
I can see it now: the
H plot might follow two
ILLARY

BuUsIs young lovers named

Paprika and, I don't
And Another know, Dill Weed. They
Thing care about each other,

but their relationship
is constantly in turmoil. Paprika has given Dill

Weed everything, all that joy can bring—but he

can't promise he'll always be there. Dill Weed
is upset with Paprika because she doesn't un-
derstand what a zigazigazah is. As the first act
ends, members of the chorus who are dressed

in identical platform sandals serenade the audi-
ence with “2 Become 1” while the main charac-

ters engage in some tasteful stage sex.

As luck would have it, my dreams are sched-
uled to become reality in just a few short years.
That’s when “Viva Forever]” a real musical based
on the Fab Five’s greatest hits, is set to premiere
on London's West End. It’s being spearheaded
by two people who know a thing or two about
vapid popular music: Simon Fuller, the mogul
who originally managed the Spice Girls and
created “American Idol,” and Judy Craymer, the
lady who thought up “Mamma Mia!”

There aren't a ton of details available about
“Viva Forever” yet, but we can be sure of one
thing—as Craymer told the BBC on Jan. 21,
the musical will be “a unique celebration of
the band and its music, with its own flavor
and joyful message””

Spice up your life

The folks at the UK’s Times Online have a
more cynical take: “It is too early to judge the
project’s artistic merit,” wrote arts correspon-

dent Ben Hoyle on Jan. 22, “but its commercial

potential is obviously formidable”

Hoyle is almost certainly right. Over 42
million people have seen “Mamma Mia!” in
London, and that production alone has earned
over $2 billion over the past decade. The
Broadway version of the musical is the 12th
longest-running show in New York history.
The film adaptation of “Mamma Mia!” is the

highest-grossing celluloid musical ever made. If
“Mammas” wild success is any indication, “Viva

Forever” will likely be running on the West End
long after Baby, Ginger, Scary, Sporty, and Posh
have slammed their bodies down and wound
them all around for the last time.

But why, exactly, is “Viva Forever” a guar-
anteed hit? Why would anyone be willing to
fork over hard-earned cash to see a produc-

tion about a washed-up pop group that hasn't

had a hit song since circa 2000?

One word: nostalgia. Even though I was
a stalwart contrarian throughout elementary
and middle school, I have no trouble admit-
ting now that I love the music of Ginger and
co. Semi-ironically, yes, but also with a genu-
ine affection I never thought I could feel for
the makers of “Spice World”

And whenever I've mentioned the Spice
Girls musical to a fellow Columbian, the re-
sponses I've heard have been nothing short of
exuberant. Id venture to guess that many of
the people I know would gladly spend a night
watching a show that dramatized the work of
the Spice Girls—and what’s more, theyd prob-
ably sincerely enjoy the experience.

When disaster strikes

This phenomenon isn't just limited to the
Spice Girls. For our generation, nostalgia is the
great equalizer. When you're trying to strike up
a conversation with someone you don’t know
well, if you mention “Legends of the Hidden
Temple;” the two of you will soon be reminisc-
ing happily. Bringing up American Girl dolls is
another way to ensure hours of conversation.

Our collective tendency toward nostalgia
for the fairly recent past might mean a lot of
things. It could be that we feel lost in a world
that’s changing rapidly, so we cling to the TV
shows and music we loved as kids. Perhaps
today’s highly sexualized kiddie culture—think
Hannah Montana—spurs us to wistfully recall
a time when entertainment for young people
seemed more innocent. Maybe we just love
tossing out references to things like “Rugrats”
and Roald Dahl books because the pop culture
we consumed as kids is one of the few things
almost everyone our age has in common.
Although those who attend Columbia come
from wildly different backgrounds, most of us
still know all the lyrics to “I Want It That Way?

Honestly, though, it’s a lot more fun to specu-
late about what a Spice Girls musical might look
like than it is to speculate about why anybody
cares about such a musical in the first place.
Sure, pop culture trends are indicative of larger,
More Important issues. Even so, sometimes it’s
nice to sit back, take off your Serious College
Student hat, and just enjoy a combination of
slick beats and inane lyrics that makes you feel
like you're 12 again. Hi see yah, hold tight!

Hillary Busis is a Columbia College senior, ma-
joring in English and History. She is the former
managing arts editor of The Eye.

Editor

What I don’t like about like
To the Editor:

It was interesting to read
Amanda Gutterman’s article
on the use of the word ‘like’
(“Should we, like, like like,”
Jan. 25). While I appreciate
Ms. Gutterman’s explanation
of how this verbal tic became
part of everyday speech for
many, to me the constant use
of the word “like” sounds like
a pause to get one’s disjointed
thinking to congeal. To argue
that language changes over
time is unconvincing in this
case. A more realistic reflec-
tion would indicate this as yet
another chapter in the dumb-
ing down of Americans.

However, at some point
it will become advisable to
overcome the “addiction” to
the word “like” Based on my
47 years of experience work-
ing in industrial research, I
am rather certain that this
form of halting and affected
language will not serve a
prospective employee well in
terms of being taken seriously
in the adult workplace.

Robert J. von Gutfeld, Ph.D.
Adjunct senior research scientist
Columbia University

GSAS’57

n the wake of
Ithe devasta-

tion caused by
the earthquake in
Haiti, it’s easy to
forget about devel-
opments occur-
ring elsewhere in
the world—hun-
dreds of deaths
in Nigeria due to
ongoing clashes
between Muslims
and Christians, continued hostilities
across the Afghanistan-Pakistan border,
and a festering counterterrorism situation
in Yemen are just a few examples. When
major stories break, news outlets capital-
ize on every tidbit of information avail-
able to provide viewers and readers with
comprehensive coverage 24-7. All eyes
focus in on one area, and the rest of the
world presumably stands still.

This is, arguably, a good thing. When
all we see is chaos in Haiti, we are natu-
rally prompted to sympathize with the
victims of the catastrophe and hopefully
to contribute to their recovery efforts. The
ability of a telethon to raise more than $58
million in one evening for Haiti is a testa-
ment to the media’s ability to garner public
awareness through focused coverage. But
how long do we expect this spotlight on
Haiti to last? What happens to the relief ef-
fort when the next big story breaks?

There is something inherently flawed
with the way we approach wide-scale
disasters—from the earthquake in Haiti
to the humanitarian tragedy that re-
sulted from the incursion into Gaza last
January. In both situations, the media
rushed to show images of decimated
buildings, injured children, and angry

RHONDA
SHAFEI

The Politics
of Hummus

protesters around the world questioning
the agility and efficacy of international
relief efforts. In both situations, numer-
ous op-eds were written criticizing gov-
ernments for their failure to take action.
In both situations, civilians died perhaps
not because of the immediate effects of
the initial catastrophe—be it a natural
earthquake or planned invasion—but
because of failed infrastructure.

But this week, few remember that we
are marking the one-year anniversary of
the Gaza invasion that left upwards of
1,400 Palestinians dead and prompted
war crime investigations into members
of Hamas and the
Knesset alike. The
war on Gaza, referred
to as Operation Cast
Lead, left close to
60,000 Gazans home-
less and 400,000
without running wa-
ter. Twenty-five thou-
sand homes were
either destroyed or severely damaged by
Israeli air strikes and ground raids. What
happened in Gaza last year can be seen as
a small scale version of the devastation that
has occurred in Haiti, which has left an
estimated 200,000 Haitians dead and three
million homeless.

Our shortsightedness in disaster
response and concern is not only due
to concentrated media coverage—it is
also attributable to a lack of disaster
prevention. The earthquake in Haiti
was certainly not the first instance of a
natural disaster ruining the nation. A
series of tropical storms in 2008 bat-
tered the lands of the agriculturally
dependent majority and ravaged the
transportation infrastructure within

There is something
inherently flawed with
the way we approach
wide-scale disasters.

the nation. The poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere, Haiti was already
in humanitarian crisis. The earthquake
was the only thing that caught our atten-
tion. Had the U.S. and NGOs around the
world assisted Haiti in poverty allevia-
tion efforts and helped fix its ruined or
outdated infrastructure, the ramifica-
tions of the earthquake would have
surely been limited and contained.

The same goes for Gaza. Prior to Cast
Lead, the strip was already under a debili-
tating blockade, one that allowed a lim-
ited amount of humanitarian supplies to
enter the coastal region daily and which
continues to prevent
aid from reaching
ailing Palestinians.
Basic infrastructure
providing water, irri-
gation, health servic-
es, and electricity has
been either damaged
or completely miss-
ing from regions of
the strip. The blockade has prevented the
shipment of tools necessary to repair ru-
ined sewage plants, not only exacerbating
an already abysmal health situation for
Gazans but also putting Israelis at risk of
contamination from waste flowing ashore
from the sea. With stronger infrastruc-
ture, constructed with shipments allowed
into the strip, civilian casualties in Gaza
would have undoubtedly been lessened.

Another factor also contributes to the
general failure of our approach to disas-
ters: political accountability. In the case
of Haiti, when it comes down to it, the
disaster was not President Obama’s ulti-
mate responsibility. Obama was lauded
when he pledged aid to the country, but
he by no means could or would be held

accountable for the catastrophe in Port-
au-Prince as former President Bush was
in New Orleans. And this lack of account-
ability is worrisome. The U.S. is and will
continue to be the most crucial player

in the reconstruction of the ravaged
Caribbean nation. But since Obama is not
directly responsible, who will ensure that
American disaster aid continues a year
down the road? Will the American public
hold Obama accountable?

Since the attack on Gaza last January
occurred during the interregnum, nei-
ther President Bush nor Obama could
be held accountable for the humanitar-
ian crisis unfolding in Palestine. Bush’s
silence on the Gaza humanitarian situ-
ation was an effective carte blanche for
the Israel Defense Forces to undergo
the offensive, and all Obama could do
was offer a call for peace in the region.
Because there wasn’t any U.S. involve-
ment in the conflict, the American
public had little to no reason to remain
attached to the Gaza cause beyond the
month-long intrigue in the media.

There are obvious reasons why the
catastrophes in Haiti and Gaza aren’t a
perfect comparison, but I would venture
to say that the politics in the Gaza case
are irrelevant: Disaster relief, preven-
tion, and assistance should be uniform,
regardless of alliances or the national-
ity of those affected. This admittedly
unusual comparison presents us with the
opportunity to re-evaluate and improve
disaster relief moving forward.

Rhonda Shafei is a Columbia College
sophomore. She is the publisher for the
Columbia Political Union and the director-
general for the Columbia Model United
Nations Conference and Exposition.

Hope for
Haiti, at home
and abroad

BY GABRIELLE APOLLON

I've been spending summers and
holidays in Haiti since I was about six
years old, visiting my grandmother and
extended family. Because my family
moved almost every year, Haiti was
one of the few constants in my life, and
more of a home than anywhere else for
a long time. This is why I focused on
Haiti for my political science studies
and volunteer work. When I was ac-
cepted into a group at SIPA this past
September to research and conduct
interviews in Haiti, I was ecstatic. As
our team researched Haiti during the
fall semester, we chose to focus on how
private-sector investment could im-
pact state-building and development
in Haiti. I could not wait for our trip,
which began on Jan. 7. I could never
have imagined the state in which we
would leave Haiti on Jan. 14.

Prior to the earthquake, we had
been learning from government offi-
cials, U.N. leaders, and private sector
members about the “window of op-
portunity” currently present in Haiti,
due to its relative stability and interna-
tional investment interest. On Tuesday
afternoon, we had just finished a meet-
ing with one of the Haitian president’s
advisors at the Hotel Christophe and
were on our way to meet the head of
the UNDP mission in Haiti at their
building, about five minutes away.

Our driver had just parked the car at
the top of the hill in the UNDP park-
ing lot, and my team members were
getting out of the car when the earth-
quake started. Once it stopped, we
heard screaming, and we went to look
to see what had happened. The road
that we had just been on one minute
ago, as well as the cars and buildings
upon it, was completely demolished
by rocks that had fallen from the hill
above. I could see a woman’s arm flail-
ing between rocks. I burst into tears.
We had one doctor in the parking lot
from Partners in Health and a couple
of us were trying to help in any way we
could, though all we had were first aid
kits to treat gaping wounds and broken
limbs. The supplies from the first aid
kits quickly ran out and all I could do
was attempt to comfort children who
were alone. I sang and prayed to calm
them and myself.

The next morning, we walked over
to the outside of the other U.N. build-
ing, and all of us who were in the park-
ing lot were driven to the U.N. logis-
tics base. The devastation we saw as we
drove seemed unreal. A few hours after
our arrival, the incredible doctor from
the previous night sent news that she
needed help in the infirmary. The
only suitable way to describe the in-
firmary is “hell on earth” Those first
few hours are a blur, but I remem-
ber doing my first splint on a woman
whose bone was sticking out of her leg,
and then having to redo it because I
messed up. We spent that day and the
following morning cleaning wounds,
making splints, and holding hands.

The girl that made the greatest im-
pression on me was Marie-Olene. At
seven years old, she had a broken wrist
and was all alone. I tried to make her

laugh, and occasionally succeeded by
making silly faces and telling funny
stories. The funniest moment was
when she interrupted me to touch my
hair and ask me if it was real. Some
things never change. As I looked

into her big brown eyes, I kept

telling her how strong she was, &

and that she wasn’t aloneat ¢4

all. The next day, as one of ./

the newly arrived doc-

tors made his rounds,
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tears regularly and compel me to do
as much as I can to help. Since I've re-
turned, people have repeatedly asked
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me a variation of the question, “What
should I do?” World Vision, for exam-
ple, is hosting a 5K run/walk for Haiti
on April 3, and the reason I encourage
each of you to join this or one of the
other many wonderful opportunities,
.. isthat it provides us with the op-
%, portunity to engage everyone
* in our networks by asking
them to support us and do-
nate to relief work in Haiti.
| As students, we may not
have substantial personal
economic resources—at
least I don’'t. However, we
{ have extensive networks
L and contacts. There has
|' been adevastating earth-
quake in Haiti and none
§ ¢ ofus can change that, but
we can contribute signifi-
cantly to rebuilding Haiti
through strategic efforts,
radical compassion and
generosity.
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The author is a student in
the School of International
and Public Affairs.
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(DINE-IN ONLY)

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
Italian Food at Its Best

1024 Amsterdam (betw. 110-111 Sts.)
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CLASSIFIED AD RATES:

$8/00 per first 20 words.
25¢ each additional word.

Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.
All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;

or fax ad to 854-9553.

APARTMENTS

AFFORDABLE APTS FOR RENT right
behind Lincoln Center. Rent starting
as low as $1195/mo. (212) 769-2000.

RENOVATED UWS STUDIO
CPW/105 St. $260K; maint $410.
This apt has a separate kitchen with
stainless steel appliances, 11 ft ceil-
ings and hardwood floors. It's in a
small landmark building, steps away
from Central Park. Please note, this
is an HDFC building with income re-
quirements. Inquire for details (917)
434-3361.

BOOKS

TEXTBOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD
New and used, online buybacks. Buy,
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260)
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See
site for other support lines.

HELP WANTED

SEEKING TUTOR TO HELP with or-
ganization of researched information
and paper writing. Call Milena (917)
930-4096.

ADJUNCTS WANTED to teach their
subjects to students of another NYC
college. Answer in confidence to
mmpimn@gmail.com

NETWORK MARKETING $$$
Tremendous profits selling websites!
Free training. No experience required.
Watch our free video. Start this month
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.
ws

PSYCHOTHERAPY

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component
in addition to the clinical consultation.
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

SKI RENTAL

BERKSHIRE SKI HOUSE
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2
family rooms, kitch, large dining room,
living room w/ brick fireplace, French
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington,
Catamount and Butternut ski resort.
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www.
picasaweb.google.com.GreenelLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HILLSDALE, NY:2BR, 1 family room,
kitch, large dining & living room with
floor to ceiling windows overlooking
our pond and Catamount ski resort.
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212)
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

TORING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER
Improve your writing, speaking and
reading in English. Communicate ef-
fectively in academics, business or
everyday life. Lessons are planned to
meet each student’s needs. Experi-
enced, certified (Cambridge Univ CEL-
TA) teacher of English as a Second
Language. CU Master/International Af-
fairs. $30/hr. (646) 251-3640. kesls@
verizon.net

Got questions for your doctor? Write them down.,
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DO YOU NEED ATUTOR to focus your
concepts? There is no difference be-
tween being a C student and being
an A student, except in the compres-
sion and focus... A good tutor can
clarify, realign, focus, direct.... If you
feel floundering, get a tutor now. Call
(212) 865-1026. We specialize in the
fields of History, English, Philosophy,
Languages....

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
Private tutoring. Deep understanding
assured. Experienced professor near
Columbia. (917) 710-6049. orgoexpert
@gmail.com

TYPING & EDITING

IMPECCABLE EDITING/TYPING/re-
search/rewriting by lvy PhD; especial-
ly skilled in handling close deadlines
and overworked students, with grace
and compassion. Call (212) 865-1026,
any hour, and reduce the pressure on
your psyche....

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.).
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

ALOPECIA MOTIVATIONAL
Newly diagnosed or long-timer having
alopecia areata totalis or universalis?
Join other alopecians for a motivational
get-together on coping and living with
this disorder. Call (646) 241-1633.

ARE YOU DUE A REFUND?
Students, even with limited income and
no taxes withheld, you may qualify for
several federal tax credits, if you are
not claimed on your parents’ return.
1040s prepared by a CPA for $85.
10% discount with CUID. Call for ap-
pointment (646) 241-2416.

Spring Break comas to life..,

Live Concerts
Awezama VIP Partios
Beautiful Boaches
Scenic CIHf Jumping
Spectacular Sunseis

Book Your Trip Today! Contaei:|

1.800.426.7710

' *‘;! Y TRAVEL
1.800.648.4849

wwnw. siziravel.com
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City heroin pamphlet encourages drug use, detractors say

HEROIN from front page

opposed to it,” said Kathleen Sims,
Vallone's Chief of Staff.

“The pamphlet goes too far. It
bas1cally spells out heroin use;” Sims
said. “He believes it is a gross misuse
of taxpayer money, she added.

NYC Special Narcotics
Prosecutor Bridget Brennan
agreed with Vallone, calling the
brochure “a how-to for the unini-
tiated” She said, “The brochure
was probably well-intentioned,
but extremely misguided”

The DOHMH defends the
pamphlet on its website, stating
that “many people with substance
abuse problems eventually get off
drugs, and simple steps can keep
them reduce harm to themselves
until then. The Take Charge, Take
Care pamphlet is a simple but
valuable tool for people who need
this information”

Jessica Scaperotti, spokesperson
for the DOHMH, said in e-mail,
that the pamphlet was created “to
help people who are injecting drugs
to reduce the harm associated with
this type of drug until they are able
to get into treatment”

She said that accidental over-
dose is the fourth leading cause
of early adult death in New York
City, although unintentional over-
dose deaths declined by 25 percent
from 2006 through 2008. During
that time period, the brochure—
designed “to get people off of
drugs and into treatment”—was
available both in hard copy dis-

tribution and online.
Criticism and response

Brennan said that her biggest
concern with the brochure is the
“upsurge in a new user group com-
posed of young people, who may
become addicted to opiates from
prescriptions in the medicine cabi-
net and might then move onto her-
oin” She said that she would not
have any problem with the bro-
chure were it to omit tips on safer
usage while injecting the drug in
favor of only information about
needle exchange, HIV/AIDS test-
ing, and seeking treatment.

She added that she is not op-
posed to harm-reduction strate-
gies, but said that the money spent
on this effort should be matched
by money spent on education, and
that such a brochure should include
more about how to seek help and
about the negative effects of drugs.

The 70,000 copies of the pam-
phlet have reportedly cost city tax-
payers $32,000. But some criticize
the city for devoting resources
to a document that does not in-
clude encouragement to stop using
and to prevent the spread of such
needle-related diseases as hepati-
tis and HIV/AIDS. As part of its
“Don't Share” category, the pam-
phlet urges its reader to “Protect
yourself and others. Don't share
syringes or equipment.” It advises
“free syringes and equipment from
a syringe exchange program” to be
disposed of following use “in a thick
plastic container, such as a laundry
soap bottle,” labeled as hazardous
waste, and dropped off at a hospital
or clinic. It also urges users to seek
out HIV testing, hepatitis tests and
vaccinations, treatment for depres-
sion that may accompany drug use,
and drug treatment programs with
replacement therapy for heroin and
other opiate addictions.

As the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene notes, “because
heroin abusers do not know the ac-
tual strength of the drug or its true
contents, they are at risk of overdose
or death. Heroin also poses special
problems because of the transmis-
sion of HIV and other diseases that
can occur from sharing needles or
other injection equipment””

But Brennan said that the
pamphlet does not address every
issue properly.

“It's not just about reducing
the harm addicts are producing
for themselves, but also about
preventing a new generation of
users,” Brennan said.

Following an outpouring
of criticism, the pamphlet was
taken down this month from
the DOHMH website, although
it still remains in circulation,
is still posted on non-affiliated
sites, and can still be found on
web engine searches.

Site stays vacant as Urban
Outfitters has yet to move in

URBAN OUTFITTERS from front page

net lessor. There was back-and-
forth between the landlord and
the net lessor,” Fox said.

A net lease is one in which the
tenants are responsible for some
or all of the property expenses.
The building’s net lessor was not
Urban Outfitters.

Fox said that Urban Outfitters
was simply a bystander to the
building’s problems.

“Urban was basically sitting
on sidelines waiting for the
phone to ring, and the phone
never rang. Urban signed a
lease, did everything they were
supposed to do. They were wait-
ing to have the space delivered
to them last July, and the rest is
history,” he said.

Although the theater is cur-
rently covered with signs des-
ignating Eastern Consolidated
as its realtor, that company also
says it is no longer affiliated
with the space.

Peter Carillo, a director with
Eastern Consolidated, declined
to comment on any specifics of
the status of the vacancy, but
confirmed that the owners were
currently in litigation.

“The litigation has nothing to
do with us,” he said.

Urban Outfitters did not re-
spond to repeated requests for
comment.

Neighborhood residents and
business owners have been con-
fused by the continued vacancy and
Urban Outfitters’ future plans.

Jay San, an employee at West
Side Stationers, next to the Metro
Theater building, speculated that
Urban Outfitters pulled out of the
deal because of the current eco-
nomic downturn.

San was unsure if this was
the ideal location for an Urban
Outfitters branch anyway.

“Urban Outfitters attracts a dif-
ferent type of crowd,” San said. “The
existing crowd is more likely to go
to T.J. Maxx” A T.J. Maxx did open
up a few months ago on Columbus
Avenue and 97th Street.

Jay Hamid, the manager of
NY Sports Trax and Shoes on
100th Street and Broadway,
said there are a good number
of young people around, but
they aren’t shopping here, since
most of the stores in the area are

grocery and food stores.

He said he would have wel-
comed the arrival of Urban
Outfitters. “It’s better than
having nobody there—for the
last few years it’s been vacant,”
Hamid said.

Germain de la Croix, the
owner of Cafe Provincia,located
across the street from the for-
mer theater, has lived in the
neighborhood for 20 years. He
noted that the property was a
“very big, interesting space.”

He said he hopes that a future
tenant will fill the space with cul-
ture—perhaps a ballroom, an art
gallery, or another theater.

“People could spend time
there,” de la Croix said. “People
around here would like art, galler-
ies. They would like it. I certainly
know my customers would”

cathi.choi
@columbiaspectator.com

Syringe exchange programs have reduced HIV prevalence
among injection drug users by more than 75% since 1992,
with Hepatitis C infections falling by a third.

HIV infections

Heroin in Morningside

Brennan has seen consis-
tent problems with usage in
Morningside Heights along the
125th Street corridor and within
the housing developments be-
tween 112th and 115th streets,
as well as north into Harlem. She
also said that there is currently
“a lot more heroin in the New
York City drug market,” and that
her worry “is about college stu-
dents, even high school students.
There is more heroin, but it is
only valuable to dealers if they
have a market to sell it”

While the pamphlet initial-
ly assumes drug use and offers

information for users to better
understand and reduce their risk
from using heroin, it also suggests
the common methadone replace-
ment therapy treatment as a way
to help addicts stop using. Clinics
and hospitals offering metha-
done replacement treatment in
Morningside Heights and Harlem
include the ARTC Manbhattan
Clinic 21 on 125th Street, which
also offers drug-free treatment and
HIV/AIDS counseling and care,
the Beth Israel Medical Center
on 125th Street, and the Harlem
Hospital Center on 118th Street.
According to the DOHMH,
heroin is the number-two sub-
stance related to drug abuse

Hepatitis C
infections

admissions treatment in the city
after cocaine. And Brennan said
that historically, heroin use has
been a major problem in Harlem
and Morningside Heights.

On Jan. 13,11 Crips and Bloods
gang members were busted for sell-
ing heroin, as well as crack and co-
caine, in the Grant Houses at 1320
Amsterdam Ave. The dealers were
caught after a long investigation
that involved the gangsters adver-
tising their activity on MySpace
web pages, calling themselves the
“M-Set Grant Houses Crew””

The New York City Housing
Authority declined to comment
on the arrests, stating policy of no
comments on crime.

The big picture

Some public health experts said
the pamphlet is a valuable part of
the effort to minimize risks associ-
ated with drug use, for both users
and surrounding neighborhoods.

Joanne Csete, MPH ’81, an
associate clinical professor at
the Mailman School of Public
Health and director of the school’s
Department of Population and
Family Health, praised the bro-
chure’s methodology.

“The city’s pamphlet is based
on sound science and good sense,”
said Csete, who has focused much
of her research and teaching on
health services for drug users and
others vulnerable to HIV. “Policy-
makers have rarely faced the fact
that all drug users can’t become
abstinent at a given moment. This
pamphlet is based on the real-life
urgency to help those who still
inject to protect themselves from
the most harmful consequences
of injection,” she said.

She added, “There is no evi-
dence that giving drug users in-
formation of this kind will lead to
new drug use in the population”

“Take Charge, Take Care”
is also targeted at reducing the
spread of HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis
C, which can have effects beyond
the users themselves. “There’s an-
other big issue here—HIV and
AIDS;” Scaperotti said.

Needles still spread HIV in the
U.S., with one third of Americans
infected with HIV having been
infected through injection-drug
use. Syringe exchange programs,
like those promoted by the pam-
phlet, have been operating in the
city since 1992, and Scaperotti
said that such programs have re-
duced HIV prevalence among in-
jection-drug users by more than
75 percent since, with hepatitis
C infections falling by a third.
Through syringe exchange pro-
grams, injection-drug users can
obtain clean needles.

Scaperotti said, “We also can’t
lose sight of the importance of pre-
venting HIV transmission”

elizabeth.foydel
@columbiaspectator.com
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Dizzy’s Club Ceetsty

LIVE JAZZ NIGHTLY

Student Rates
5 After Hours
$10 Mondays
$15  Artist sets

RESERVATIONS
212-258-9595,/9795
jalc.aorgfdoce

BEST JAZZ CLUB.

STUDENTS: HOT JAZZ AND
COOL PRICES AT NEW YORK'S

JAN 26-31 CD RELEASE PARTY

THE JOE LOCKE GROUP

w/Geolirey Keezer, Clarence Penn, George Mraz &

vocalist Kenny Washington
After Hawrs: U0, Project
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BEN WILLIAMS & SOUND EFFECT

wilaleel Shaw, David Bryant & Obed Calvaire
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WESS “WARMDADDY"” ANDERSON

QUARTET

w/Mare Cary, Meal Caine & Jeff “Taln™ Watls
Mfter Hours: Benito Gonzalezr Guarted

FEB B MOMDAY NIGHTS WITH WEGD

ERICA VON KLEIST & NO
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w Dan Pratt, Hadje Moordhials, Taccal Curtis,

Lugues Curtis & John Dawis
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Sara Caswell
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Future bright for squash as it
prepares for national championships

SQUASH from back page

with the rest of the league. Harvard topped the
2009-2010 College Squash Team Rankings with
the other Ivies not far behind, while Columbia
slipped to No. 26. The men came in 32nd with
Trinity and Princeton leading the pack.

“We are playing a top-flight schedule this
year—it features the current number one and
number two ranked teams in Trinity College and
Yale as well as many other top 25 teams,” said
men’s co-captain, senior Daniel Lipsitz. “We also
participated in the Ivy League Scrimmages—six
Ivy League teams are in the top ten nationally—
so that was quite a challenge”

But Columbia will not be jumping into the
ring with the other league schools immediately.
According to Murphy, men’s and women’s squash
will be on a full Ivy League schedule in the 2011-
2012 season, but will play other teams at an ap-
propriate level for the 2010-2011 season.

A major difference that will mark the transition
from club sport and improve Columbia’s standing
will be the addition of recruited athletes.

“We are proud of the hard work that is be-
ing put in by our current participants in the
club squash programs,” Murphy said. “When the
athletics program officially welcomes recruited
varsity student-athletes, we will see the level of
play improve even more.”

Yet co-captain Gentile doesn’t foresee a huge
improvement with the introduction of recruits.

“I don't think the level of play will be that much
different next year;” Gentile said. “We are getting a
handful of recruits but we are also losing a lot of
players from both teams. And the players that we
are getting are obviously not of the same caliber that
would go to a school like Princeton or Yale with a
long established and highly competitive program”

Lipstiz hopes that the establishment of a varsity

team will attract more squash-playing students.

“Certainly, Columbia will attract more stu-
dents that have a background in squash, so there
will be heightened competition for spots on the
team,” Lipsitz said. “The squad had always been
composed largely of students with a history of
playing squash, and I anticipate that there will
always be room on the team for experienced
players admitted without recruiting help”

In addition to new athletes, the teams can
look forward to new coaches. The Columbia
Squash Alumni and Friends Head Coach of
Squash position has been established, and will
be renamed in honor of Associate Athletics
Director for Physical Education Ken Torrey,
who has worked hard to bring varsity squash
into being, upon his retirement.

As the squash teams prepare for an elevated level of
competition, they are practicing harder than ever.

“We are working our hardest to get as fit as
possible before what will be a grueling national
championship competition next month,” Lipsitz
said. “Otherwise we are fine-tuning our strokes
and making sure that each type of shot is incor-
porated into our repertoires.”

While Columbia moves to add squash to its list
of varsity programs, it doesn’t seem this will be
happening for other club sports anytime soon.

“There are no plans to launch new varsity
sports programs at this time,” Murphy said.

The squash players are excited, as they hope
to see their sport gain more prominence.

“I' hope the ascension to varsity will increase
the cachet of this great sport on the Columbia
campus. It’s tremendous to watch and even more
thrilling to play,” Lipsitz said.

Those hoping to see some live squash can
watch Columbia’s match against Fordham on
Feb. 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the StreetSquash Center
on 115th Street and Lenox Avenue.

Ball movement, variety on offense key
factors in men’s remaining matchups

BASKETBALL from back page

five minutes into the game against American, he was
unavailable for the rest of that contest and for the next
three games. Even when he does play, Foley, one of the
team’s leading scorers, must divide his attention between
finding shots for himself and for his teammates.

Coach Jones has a different theory. Jones explained
that early in the season, the Lions found success scoring
early in their possessions. His players were finding their
shots off the first drive or after the first pass on offense,
and those shots were falling for the Light Blue. But re-
cently, opposing defenses have started to catch on.

“Asyousstart to play more, people start to understand
what you're trying to do. We have to take the next step as
ateam, and learn how to play better together, and that’s
what we've been working on,” Jones said.

Referring to their most recent outing, Jones said, “If
youlook at [our shots], alot of them were coming oft the
first move, and we weren't making them”” He pointed
to some missed shots that his players generally convert,
but returned to the problem of ball movement.

“We just need to share the ball better, and when
we don't share the ball well, we're going to struggle.
And that’s the thing that we have to do,” Jones said.

Jones has made ball movement a focal point in
this week’s practice, leading up to Friday’s game
against Harvard and the next night’s contest
against Dartmouth. In order to make sure that
the Crimson don’t see the same Lions offense
that shot 23.2 percent from the field last Saturday,
Jones has stressed making the extra pass, putting
the team through “some drills that are forcing us
to rotate the ball, to move the ball ... making sure
we're really emphasizing it

Jones does say that his team cannot expect to
consistently find open looks at the basket. Other
teams are just too good, and especially with his key
scorers drawing more attention as the year wears on,
the Lions will have to make some contested shots.

He is quick to point out that his team doesn’t
lack the mentality required to play strong team
offense. “It’s not out of selfishness,” Jones ex-
plains. He is also optimistic going forward into
the remainder of the Ivy League schedule.

“When you look at our team, you have a lot of guys
that are very good individual scorers, and we have to
play as a group” With a bona fide scoring threat in
sophomore Noruwa Agho, and outside shooters in
senior Niko Scott and backup point guard, sophomore
Steve Egee, the Lions are capable of scoring in bunches,
as they proved early in the season. As junior Brian
Grimes continues to work back into the rotation after
injuring his calf in early January, the team will have
another dynamic scoring threat in the post.

The question coming into the season was how
these talented individuals would come together as
a team, and despite signs of tremendous promise
in the early going, that question lingers.

“We just have to make more plays together,”
Jones said.

With twelve games left on the Ancient Eight slate,
the Lions still have time to pull together a string of
wins and vie for conference contention after their
recent skid. After all, they are finished playing the
Big Red, a 16-3 juggernaut that has gone 27-3 in the
past three years of Ivy play. And although Columbia’s
next opponent is not knocking on the door of the
USA TODAY/ESPN Top 25 poll, as Cornell is receiv-
ing votes and two places away from being officially
ranked, Harvard boasts a legitimate superstar in
Jeremy Lin and a perfect 2-0 record in league play.

With Levien Gym nearly sold out again for this
Friday’s contest against the Crimson, the crowd is
primed for the upset. Columbia is sure to play hard,
and sure to turn in a strong effort on defense. But
the question of whether the Lions can get the ball
moving on offense and find good looks for each
other will play a large role in the Lions” success on
Friday and during the rest of the season.

USC
Master’s in Human Behavior

A new degree program for careers in business,
government advocacy. and public service

This is an accelerated program designed especially for
those who have received their bachelor’s degree ina
social science field. An MHB degree trains for careers
in: advertising, public relations, human resources,
corporate communication, lobbying, marketing, and
numerous others where knowledge of human behavior
is essential for effective job performance.

Application deadline: March 1
http://college.usc.edu/MHB

University of Southern California

Kisturss MEDIGAL COLLEGE

Manipal

“AUA changed the

way | thought about
medical education.”

* Brand New Campus
» Small Class Sizes

Seema Kumar, MD
Class of 2008
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Ienc,

College of Medicine

* High USMLE Pass Rates

& NY State Approval

ATTEND OUR

NEW YORK OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, February 6th - 1:00 PM
New York Marriott Marquis

REGISTER ONLINE at AUAColumbia.com or CALL 866-578-1318




After losing by more than 20
points to Cornell last weekend,
the men’s basketball team
hopes to defeat the Crimson
(13-3) on Friday night.

TOMORROW

Why I bother with
my favorite
New York teams

fter watching my Jets
come up short again
this past Sunday, I

realized something: This was
the best year I'd ever seen
them have. Sure, they had a
better regular season back in
1998-1999, and a better all-

Tom around football team—but
DI BENEDETTO Jets fans don’t look back on
The Mouth that experience too favorably.

Following a decent first
half against the Denver
Broncos in the 1999 AFC
Championship Game, the Jets melted down during
the final two quarters and saw the chance to play a
weak Atlanta Falcons team in Super Bowl XXXIII
slip away. The free fall didn’t end there.

Anxious Jets fans filled the Meadowlands for the
1999-2000 season opener, ready to see the preseason
AFC favorites begin their quest to end a 30-year Super
Bowl drought. Instead, they saw star quarterback,
Vinny Testaverde, suffer a season-ending Achilles tear
while cutting on the old AstroTurf carpet, effectively
ending any hopes of another postseason push.

The 1999 AFC Championship loss was at the
center of a miserable chain of events which led to a
decade of mediocrity, and it really ruined the whole
season for me. The playing by this year’s Jets could
not have had a more opposite effect. The team is
young, and has improved dramatically as the season
has progressed. The return of Leon Washington—
new contract pending—and Kris Jenkins from injury
will make the team better on both sides of the ball
before they even make their first offseason move.

I feel better about this season than any of the
others before it, a depressing thought that has
driven me to ask myself, once again, why I still root
for so many losers. The world is a dangerous place
for someone who supports the Jets, Mets, Rangers,
and Knicks, and sometimes I still wish the histori-
cal circumstances that led to my support of these
sorry franchises could have been different.

Here’s the abbreviated story:

In 1969, my father’s family immigrated to this
country and settled in Newark, N.J. My father, already
an avid soccer player and fan, was immediately fasci-
nated by the variety and spectacle found in American
sports, and quickly sought to pick favorites. That
year, the New York Mets won the World Series, the
New York Jets won the Super Bowl, the New York
Knickerbockers won the NBA Championship, and the
New York Rangers were the only team playing profes-
sional hockey in the area. As a result, this wonderful
grouping of Gotham franchises earned the undying
loyalty of my father, who hasn’t looked back since.

But I often wonder why. In the decades since
1969, these four teams have just three champion-
ships combined, and only one of them has been
during my lifetime.

Years later, during his senior season in high school,
my father was lured to Columbia by legendary soccer
coach John Rennie. Within three years, Rennie had
moved on to Duke, my father had moved on from
soccer, and my future as a sports fan was doomed.
The Mets, Jets, Knicks, Rangers, and Columbia Lions
would become staples of my childhood, and the good
times have been few and far between ever since.

In 1994, I, then five years old, remember jump-
ing for joy while celebrating the Rangers’ Stanley
Cup win. I was definitely happy, but when I look
back, it’s clear that I had no idea what I was see-
ing, or that I would never see it again.

Fourteen years later, I celebrated Columbia’s vy
League baseball championship in my Carman suite in
a similar fashion. This time, however, I was very aware
of the significance of the moment. It was the first slice
of championship success for any of my father’s hand-
me-down teams since that fuzzy memory in 1994, and
I was not going to let an excuse to celebrate slip away.

Not all aspects of my sporting experience have been
so terrible, though. I was always more successful in
winning championships as a player than most of my
pro-athlete role models in New York, experiences that
were far more satisfying than merely rooting for a team.

I also had enough sense to pick a couple of my own
favorite teams. In 1995, I watched Danny Wuerffel and
the high-flying Florida Gators whip in-state rival Florida
State in Gainesville and I was an instant believer. The
following season, the Gators would go on to capture the
schools first national championship, ensuring a lifetime
of dedicated support from yours truly.

Interestingly, a video game led me to my other
self-selected favorite team. On Christmas Eve in 2000,
I received my first edition of “FIFA” for PlayStation
2 and was introduced to the wonders of European
soccer for the first time. I quickly became a fan of the
real thing, and I picked Inter Milan as my team, in
part because of my grandfather’s wishes and in part
because of hulking star forward Christian Vieri, who I
began to mimic on the soccer field.

Either way, my decision to follow the Florida
Gators and Inter Milan was a stroke of genius.
The two have combined for six championships
in the past four years, making them twice as suc-
cessful as the Mets, Jets, Knicks, and Rangers
together since 1969.

But I do not blame my father for passing on
the misery. I only search for ways to cope with
the losses, and that usually begins with feigning
enthusiasm for next year.

Perhaps that’s the reason why I'm not upset
about the Jets’ season-ending loss to the Colts on
Sunday. For the first time as a Jets fan, I am truly
confident that the future is bright.

And if 'm wrong, I can always fall back on the
Gators.

That Roared

Tom Di Benedetto is a Columbia College junior
majoring in history.
sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com
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BY NINA LUKINA
Spectator Staff Writer

Squash is moving up in the world.
Next year, squash will become a
varsity sport, as Columbia joins the
rest of the Ivy League in having wom-
ens and men’s varsity squash teams.
“Squash is an international
sport and a natural fit for a uni-
versity that is committed to diver-
sity and globalization,” Athletics
Director M. Dianne Murphy said.
“Columbia prides itself on being
a truly international campus, so it
makes perfect sense to offer a sport
that is popular around the globe”
Squash is also popular around New
York City and in the rest of the league, so
why has it taken this long for Columbia
to launch the varsity program?
“Philadelphia, New York, and
northern New Jersey are the ‘Meccas’
of squash and where the sport is
most popular so I think one would
expect Columbia University to have
an established team based on these
factors,” said junior Daniel Gentile,

SPORTS

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2010  PAGE 8

JASPER CLYATT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RACQUET ATTACK | After years of playing against Ivy varsity teams, squash play-
ers will now have the funding to play on a more competitive level.

Squash to become varsity sport in fall 2011

Donation from SEAS, Barnard alums takes CU squash to next level

co-captain and three-year member
of the men’s squash team.

Club squash hasn’t had the
necessary funding to be a varsity
sport, or, until recently, proper
courts to practice on.

“We have consistently been going
way over our annual budget because
we have to travel to play many oth-
er teams and pay for our own uni-
forms,” Gentile said. “To me it seems
like the only reason why it has taken
us so long to become varsity is that
Columbia hasn’t wanted to invest the
money in us, which is of course frus-
trating because without things like a
head coach and proper facilities, it is
obviously difficult to compete with
other teams that have those things”

That will all change thanks to a gift
from Geoff Grant, SEAS 82, and his
wife Annette, BC ’83, through The
Columbia Campaign for Athletics:
Achieving Excellence, which will allow
for the creation of a varsity program.

“Additional funding to operate the
squash programs will come from annu-
al fund giving from former club squash

alumni and additions to the varsity
squash endowment,” Murphy said.

Having both a men’s and women’s
team was also a key consideration
in the decision to make club squash
into a varsity sport. Additional fund-
ing from the NCAA for budding
womenss varsity sports sped up the
establishment of the teams.

The Lions now prepare for var-
sity play on regulation world-class
courts at the StreetSquash facilities
in Harlem on 115th Street at Lenox
Avenue, where they also volunteer
weekly in an after-school urban youth
enrichment program. Although they
have been playing on a varsity lev-
el for some time, until last year the
squash teams had to practice on the
old courts in Dodge Gym, which fit
North American standards but not
the international regulations used in
intercollegiate competitions. The ir-
regular courts posed some obstacles
for club squash in competitions.

“We couldn’t even host home
matches because other teams would
not want to play us on the courts,

After sweeping Cornell twice,
the women’s basketball team
(11-5) continues conference

play against Harvard and
Dartmouth this weekend.

TOMORROW

so we would have to arrange to play
at an athletic club in the city some-
where,” Gentile said.

Despite being a club sport without
full-time coaches, recruited athletes, or
facilities, Columbia squash has posed
real competition to varsity teams. The
teams meet NCAA and Ivy League
standards and are nationally ranked
with other clubs and varsity teams.
According to senior Tara Banani, cap-
tain of women's squash, the team has
been competing at the varsity level for
the past four seasons.

“We have done a great job compet-
ing against other teams with full-time
coaches and recruited players,” Banani
said. “Last season, we reached an all-
time high ranking of 21 in the coun-
try. ... 'm hoping that we will break
the top ten in the next few years”

Even as new varsity teams,
Columbia squash can reasonably
expect to move high in the ranks.
In the top ten, the Light Blue wom-
en would be keeping company

SEE SQUASH, page 7

Men’s basketball struggles as offensive play falters
A STRUGGLING OFFENSE

BY ZACH GLUBIAK
Spectator Staff Writer

One game.

Since Dec. 23, the Columbia men's
basketball team has only won one game,
a 56-51 triumph
over American,
despite taking the
court seven times.
This 1-6 slide can
partially be attrib-
uted to injuries to key starters senior
guard Patrick Foley and junior forward
Brian Grimes, both of whom have since
returned to the court, but there are oth-
er factors—primarily, the Light Blues
offensive play.

On Saturday against Cornell,
Columbia scored 51 points. The previ-
ous Saturday, they posted 53.

Despite the fact the Light Blue
faced one of the best teams in recent
Ivy League history in both of those con-
tests, its recent offensive struggles have
been a major concern for head coach
Joe Jones and his squad. After a strong
November and early December saw the
Lions head into their encounter with
Quinnipiac on Dec. 23 with a solid 5-4
record, Columbia has found wins hard
to come, and has picked up only one
victory in seven outings.

And while the team continues to
play strong defense—the Light Blue
has held its opponent to 65 points or
less in four of the seven games during
their recent tough stretch—the pro-
duction on the other end of the court
has let the team down. After averag-
ing 68.8 points per game for the first

nine games of the year, Columbia has
scored only 56.7 points per game dur-
ing its dry spell. Over that stretch, the
Lions have been shooting 37.5 per-
cent from the field, down from 44.8
percent during their solid start.

Both coach and players point to a
lack of ball movement when explain-
ing their lack of offensive punch. The
numbers seem to agree with them.
Assists, a strong indicator of ball move-
ment, have been a crucial benchmark
for success for the Lions this year. In
their six wins, they have averaged 13.5
assists, and in their losses, only nine.
Columbia’s drop in assists per game,
from 12.2 in the early season to 8.7 in
the past seven contests, seems to be a
big factor in the team’s lowered shoot-
ing percentage and point totals.

The reasons behind this decline
aren't as clear.

As the team’s floor general, the
point guard is usually responsible for
tying everything together for his of-
fense. No one knows this better than
senior tri-captain Foley. Talking about
the Lions’ game against Cornell last
Saturday, Foley said, “I think I've got
to do alittle better job once I get in the
lane—1I draw alittle bit of attention—of
looking to kick the ball out, get the ball
moving a little bit. It's something I've
got to continue to work on myself”

Yet Foley cannot accept much of
the blame. He has seen limited action
recently, and played hurt last weekend
after missing several of the week’s prac-
tices. After suffering a high ankle sprain

SEE BASKETBALL, page 7
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TRIPLETHREAT | The Lions’ offense has had trouble scoring the rock since
the break, partly because of injuries to key players such as Patrick Foley.
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