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New York 
schools crack 
from neglect

By sarah darville
Spectator Staff Writer

Some violations have fallen through the 
cracks at 625 W.133rd St.

The building houses three schools and 
is now home to widespread cracks in the 
walls, ceilings, and floors.

The three-story school building, which 
includes Roberto Clemente Middle 
School, KIPP Infinity Charter School, and 
KIPP NYC College Prep High School, was 
cited in a report released by Manhattan 
borough president Scott Stringer’s office 
last Thursday that strongly criticized the 
city’s Department of Buildings.  

According to the report, the depart-
ment is doing little to address hundreds 
of thousands of open violations, espe-
cially in the city’s public schools. The 
133rd Street facilities had the most vio-
lations of the schools surveyed. 

On Tuesday, Stevo Pepdjonovic, cus-
todian engineer for the building, gave 
Spectator a tour of the facilities, and first 
pointed out a crack next to one classroom 
that ran from the floor to the ceiling. 
Down another hallway, cracks lined the 
floor. On parts of the third floor, the walls 
were slightly separated from the ceiling. 

“It’s not a hazard, but it is a DOB vio-
lation,” he said. 

According to the DOB website, the school 
building currently has 22 active violations, six 
classified as hazardous. The hazardous label 
means that the DOB considers a violation to 
be a “threat that severely affects life, health, 
safety, property, public interest, or persons so 
as to warrant immediate corrective action.” 

Of those six hazardous violations that 
are still open today, three were submitted 
in 2006, another three in 2007. 

The report criticized the DOB for neglect-
ing so many violations, but DOB spokesper-
son Tony Sclafani said, “This city report con-
tains several inaccuracies and fails to address 
the responsibility of a property owner for 
maintaining their building in a safe manner.” 
Sclafani said the DOB is responsible for regu-
lar inspections and reports, but not for the 
actual property renovation. “Despite what 
the report says, the Department of Buildings 
performs audits of certificates of corrections, 
re-inspects hazardous violations, and has 
worked with other city agencies to reduce 
the number of violations at city-owned build-
ings,” he said. 

He also emphasized that “open” is not the 
same as unresolved. If a certificate of correc-
tion was never submitted or a fine was not 
paid, a violation remains open. 

According to Pepdjonovic, the cracks are 
the result of a number of construction fac-
tors. “The building was built in 1975, at the 
same time as the apartment building right 
here, and it’s downhill. Over time the school 
has settled, leaving visible cracks. When they 
built the bus depot across the street, I guess 
they used a lot of dynamite as well,” he said. 

Students heading to class on Tuesday 
walked past hallway cracks without giving 
them a second glance. 

But some said the cracks were obvious. 
Referring to the building—which was cited 
in the report as having “lateral movement” 
due to cracking—seventh-grader Stephanie 
Davis said, “It’s not moving around, but I’ve 
seen cracks in the walls and ceilings.”

School officials consider the hazard-
ous label a matter of official language, 
and are confident that the issues will be 
addressed soon. 

“Do you see something ready to col-
lapse? As an engineer, if I see something that 
would be hazardous, I wouldn’t let people 
in,” Pepdjonovic said. He emphasized that 
student safety was his first priority, and that 
the cracks were not dangerous. 

Rosalie Jean, principal of Roberto 
Clemente, also said that there was no dan-
ger. “I don’t know of any citation that’s put 
anyone in harm’s way.” 

The Department of Education has been 
proactively addressing the problems of 
the aging building, Pepdjonovic said. The 
schools recently received new fire alarms, 
surveillance cameras, windows, and paint, 
and had also had work done on the build-
ing’s brick facade, he said.

By andrea folds
Spectator Staff Writer 

More students are postponing the pro-
fessional world by applying to law school, 
though whether they can parlay those law 
degrees into jobs is another story. 

While law school may seem like a safe 
choice, there are not always jobs waiting at 
the end of the tunnel. Many students find 
themselves three years later in the same po-
sition they were before—jobless, but with a 
J.D. and thousands of dollars of debt.

 “I’ve definitely seen more students 
interested in applying to law school and 
taking the LSAT,” said Steve Schwartz, 
private LSAT tutor in Manhattan and the 
editor of the “LSAT Blog: Ace the LSAT.” 
“People are deciding that the other op-
portunity out there [the job market] is 
just not as appealing,” he added.

Schwartz isn’t the only one noticing a 
sharp spike in would-be law students. LSAT 
prep companies are seeing big returns.

 “In this economy the law industry is 
definitely facing lay-offs, but more people 
are applying to law school than ever before. 
I would say we’ve seen a 30 percent increase 
in LSAT students in the past year alone,” 
said David Greenberg of Parliament Tutors. 
When asked if he expects this increased 
growth to continue, Greenberg responded, 
“It seems correlated to the economy. When 
there are more jobs available, maybe we’ll 
see less people lining up to take the LSAT.”

But recent law school graduate Milosz 
Gudzowski experienced the strain of a 
stagnant economy in his attempts to get 
a job. “Law firms hire students two years 
in advance, during the fall semester of a 
student’s second year, so it makes it hard 
for firms to decide how many people they 
need. The amount of people needed to 

Law students
find jobs scarce

Law school 
no longer a 

sure bet 

patrick yuan / staff photographer
a sure bet?  |  As the economy tanks, interest in law school appears to be up. But students report that in the
struggling job market, it can be harder than expected to find employment at a law firm straight out of school. SEE Law, page 2

Watch the State of the 
Union with CPU
Cheer, boo, eat free pizza. 

Satow Room, 8 p.m.

Today’s Events

Wednesday Night
Learning Program
Everything you’ve ever wanted to 
know about Judaism. Plus sushi. 

Kraft Center, 9 p.m.

A 30-point, 17-rebound perfor-
mance against Cornell earned 
junior forward Judie Lomax the 
first official Spec Sports Athlete of 
the Week title. Lomax helped the 
women’s basketball team sweep the 
season series against Cornell.

Lomax dominates in 
Ivy home opener	

Sports, page 6

“No Fixed Points in Space,” one 
performance in a series blending 
dance and architecture, premiered 
to a less-than-eager audience 
at Miller Theatre. As the show 
progressed, its lack of cohesion 
caused the crowd to trickle out. 

‘No Fixed Point’ could 
have used some fixing up

A&E, page 3

Yurina Ko explores the perks of 
promoting greater discourse be-
tween philosophy and the sciences.

Einstein meets Hume

Opinion, page 4
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TomorrowColumbia’s bureaucracy can be 
aggravating at times, but it does 
its job in keeping things running.

Staying in motion

colleen shaffer for spectator
open for business  |  After shuttering its doors due to extensive health code 
violations, Pinnacle on 115th Street has reopened with new service and staff. 

New GI bill lands more
veterans at Columbia

By Paul Hsiao
Spectator Staff Writer 

With new financial incentives, the 
School of General Studies is looking more 
attractive than ever for military veterans. 

While the School of General 
Studies already has numerous bene-
fits in place for military veterans, the 
new GI Bill is giving military mem-
bers a huge financial incentive to 
go to college after being discharged 
from service. 

Since the original GI Bill was 
passed in 1947, General Studies was 
redesigned specifically for veterans. 
Over time, it has become increasingly 
supportive of the veteran community 
at Columbia and prospective veteran 
students. The new GI Bill, passed in 
2008, is similar to the old bill in terms 
of tangible benefits for returning stu-
dents. But the new bill has been cus-
tomized to meet the needs of modern-
day military members. 

And the new bill seems to be hav-
ing an impact—Columbia has seen an 
increase in applications and veterans 
enrolled.

“Students who are one hundred per-
cent eligible, are receiving full tuition 
scholarships which allows veterans to 
look at college,” Curtis Rodgers, Dean 
of Enrollment Management, School of 
General Studies and Postbaccalaureate 
Premedical Program, said.

Though Columbia does not have a 
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
program on campus, it has been large-
ly receptive to veterans. They receive 
benefits from both the post-9/11 GI 
Bill and the Yellow Ribbon Program, 

a U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs 
initiative in which schools give stu-
dent veterans a tuition waiver or grant 
matched by the Veteran Affairs de-
partment. Yellow Ribbon is an exten-
sion of the post-9/11 GI Bill.

The new post-9/11 GI Bill gives an 
amount per credit along with Basic 
Allowance for Housing (BAH), depend-
ing on the zip code of the school.

Sean O’Keefe, head of the U.S. 
Military Veterans of Columbia—the 
veterans’ association at Columbia—and 
a five-year veteran, said he was not con-
cerned about a post-secondary educa-
tion when he enlisted.

“I joined [the military] shortly 
after the attacks of 9/11, right after 
high school,” he said. “It was a com-
bination of the attacks and always 
wanting to go in to the service, do-
ing special operations.”

After he was discharged, O’Keefe 
flew out to New York to visit 
Columbia and also met a representa-
tive from General Studies in his home 
state of California before applying to 
the General Studies program.

“I was keen in on investment bank-
ing and Columbia really stood out be-
cause of that,” he said.

Veterans say there is little differ-
ence between them and other students 
on campus. 

“We do hang out, we get along fine, 
it’s one of those things that’s not nec-
essarily like sitting [in] the bar and 
talking about the military, but we have 
the same type of humor and person-
alities so we mesh better,” O’Keefe 

Campus hot spot Pinnacle
reopens with a clean bill of health

B y Nicholas bloom 
Spectator Staff Writer 

Fans of ziti pizza, fear not: It may be safe 
to eat at Pinnacle again. 

New equipment and new employees 
have appeared at the 115th Street restau-
rant, in an effort to increase cleanliness and 
lure customers back after being shut down 
for health violations.

The pizza, sandwich, and bagel shop 
opened its doors on Jan.14 for the first 
time since a New York City Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene inspection 
forced its closure at the end of December. 

Points are assigned to every health viola-
tion, with zero as a perfect score. Pinnacle 
scored 94 points on the Dec. 22 inspection, 
well above the maximum passing score of 
27. Inspectors cited dirty wiping cloths, high 
refrigerator temperatures, and inadequate 
lighting in the report. Though some of the 
original details are no longer listed on the 
Health Department’s website, the first re-
port released in December cited “evidence 
of, or live mice in facility’s food and/or non-
food areas.”

Pinnacle owner Marcos Belasquez 

SEE GI, page 2SEE Schools, page 2

SEE Pinnacle, page 2
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Schools from front page

The building, 625 W.133rd St., 
is attached to the large residential 
tower of 3333 Broadway, managed 
by Urban American Management 
Corporation and DOE spokespeo-
ple said that many of the citations 
involve the building as a whole. 

“The building at 133rd Street 
houses more than the school. It 
is a multi-use building that in-
cludes housing, parking and has 
playgrounds,” city Department of 
Education spokesperson Marge 
Feinberg said in an e-mail. “We have 
completed 15 projects since 1991 
in the school to dismiss violations, 
such as masonry leaks and to pro-
vide program upgrades,” she said.

It is still unclear if 3333 or the 
DOE is addressing a water leak in 
the school’s gym that has stained a 
portion of the gym wall and ruined 
part of the floor. 

Joe DePlasco, spokesperson for 
Urban American, said that 3333 was 
not the problem.

“It is my understanding that 
leakage was due to a bulkhead 
that is owned and operated by the 
School Construction Authority 
that sits on a deck above the 
gym,” he said in e-mail.  

For some parents, the violations 

are not a concern.
Mario Bland, parent of a 

KIPP Infinity fifth grader, 
said, “I haven’t seen nothing. 
They had scaffolding out here 
a couple of weeks ago, so ev-
erything seems normal, being 
taken care of.”

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

work bottomed out all of a sudden 
so there’s a lot less demand now 
law students,” Gudzowski said.

Maria Nonaka, a third year 
law student at Columbia, further 
attested to the scarcity of jobs for 
current law school graduates: “For 
the 3L [third year] class right now, 
there is really nothing you can do. I 
am very lucky to have gotten a job, 
but I know many more people that 
haven’t. Firms don’t want to hire 
3L’s because they assume there’s a 
reason they don’t already have a job. 
If they weren’t hired after their sec-
ond year, firms assume they’re not 
good enough without [the firms] 
considering the economy.”

Alternatives to the traditional 
law employment path—getting 
a job in a law firm—are gaining 
popularity. Among these are clerk-
ships, public interest law, and gov-
ernment sector jobs. As more stu-
dents turn to these options as first 
choices instead of safety firm nets, 
competition is intensifying. 

“The first option [clerkship] is re-
ally an option only for students from 
top law schools like Columbia, but 
there’s not that many to go around. 
There’s strong competition this year 
because people from all sorts of law 
schools, Harvard and Yale included, 
are looking for clerkships as well,” 

Gudzowski noted.
Students are seeing increased 

competition in public interest jobs, 
which frustrates those who had ini-
tially hoped to seek those careers. 

“I’ve always wanted to go into 
public interest, but now my con-
cern is that more people are be-
ing cored into the public interest 
sector, and jobs are also being cut 
from the field,” said first year law 
student Bridget McDevitt.

First year law students seem 
more optimistic. Some say they are 
feeling the negative effects of the 
job market now, but expect that the 
situation to improve graduation.

“A couple of years ago 1L’s [first 
year law students] could get jobs at 
major firms during the summer, but 
now we’d be lucky to get a job at all, 
whether it pays or not,” said first year 
law student and University Senator 
Jae Bang. “They [Columbia} are say-
ing it’s going to pick up by the time 
we graduate, though. We’re trying 
to stay positive.”

Officials at the Law School 
say they are acutely aware of 
the economic situation facing 
their students, and are making 
efforts to mitigate the effects of 
a receding job market.

Alex Carter, Chair of Career 
Services and Professional 
Development Committee, ex-
plained: “The faculty formed the 
committee at the end of the last 

academic year to do some thorough 
research on the legal profession, ex-
amine the changes we were seeing, 
and determine how to strengthen 
our counseling system so that our 
students are poised to meet the 
changing needs of the profession.”

He added that the Law School 
had started a first year advising pro-
gram and shored up mentoring re-
lationships with professors.

Columbia’s Dean of Career 
Services Petal Modeste reiterated 
that Columbia Law School is a 
worthwhile investment regardless 
of the current economic situation. 
From the school’s committees to 
its Loan Repayment Assistance 
Program for Public Interest 
Lawyers—loans used to repay law 
school debt—Columbia is channel-
ing resources into keeping students 
employed and on their feet.

“We’re doing a lot both on the 
career services side and the cur-
riculum side, preparing students 
not just in lawyer skills but also in 
professional skills,” Modeste said. 
“We’re also working closely with 
alumni, assigned alumni mentors 
to all our graduating students who 
are still in the job-search process. 
Our numbers of people not em-
ployed are much lower than that 
of our peer schools. Our students 
definitely have an edge up.”

andrea.folds
@columbiaspectator.com

New York public school maintenance 
slipping through the cracks 

said that his restaurant has made 
changes since the failed inspec-
tion and is now meeting Health 
Department standards. 

A re-inspection on Dec. 29 
gave Pinnacle a score of 52, still 
well above the passing maxi-
mum. On Jan. 6, a final inspec-
tion counted only four violation 
points, according to the website.

“We got new refrigerators, 
we installed a new ventilator, 
and I changed 65 percent of 
the workers here, including the 
manager,” Belasquez said.

Workers handling food without 
hair nets was one of the reasons that 
Pinnacle had failed the inspection, 
according to Belasquez. 

“We’re also working on 
changing the menu a little bit, 
adding more healthy foods like 

fruits and salads,” he added.
Some Columbia students 

said that despite the renova-
tions, they plan to stay away 
from Pinnacle because of the 
failed health inspection.

“I used to go twice a month be-
fore it closed,” Ryan Mandelbaum, 
CC ’13, said. “It always looked kind 
of dirty, so I was disappointed but 
not really surprised that it failed the 
inspection.  I don’t think I will go 
back now, just because it has already 
phased out my rotation, and I know 
other places to get cheap bagels.”

Mercedes Ortiz, BC ’13, agreed, 
saying, “I had been there a couple of 
times, but now I don’t think I will go 
back. Now that it has the stigma of 
bad health, there is no reason to go 
to Pinnacle when there are so many 
other restaurants around.”

Still, some students were not 
even aware of Pinnacle’s closing.

“That’s gross, but I mean it’s a 

tradition at 3 a.m. on a weekend—
what do you do? You go to Pinnacle.” 
said Evelyn Morfin, BC ’13, after 
hearing about the inspection.

Belasquez said that although 
business was definitely slow imme-
diately after Pinnacle’s re-opening, 
“it’s picking up little by little.”

“It really killed me at first,” 
he added, “but things are get-
ting better.”  

Customers at Pinnacle had 
mixed reactions to the closing 
and re-opening of Pinnacle.

“I know they failed inspection, 
but sometimes that is for really 
picky things,” said Juan Alvarez, a 
Columbia graduate student wait-
ing in line for coffee.  “I usually 
only come here for coffee, and the 
sandwiches are good, so I don’t 
think I’ll stop coming here just 
because of the inspection.”

nicholas.bloom
@columbiaspectator.com

A cleaner Pinnacle is back in business

Conflict of 
interest at 

ESPN
LEWIS from back page

 Jobs for law students surprisingly scarce New financial incentives 
bring more vets to GS

said of the veteran experience 
on campus.

The first GI Bill, passed af-
ter World War II, gave veterans 
seeking additional education 
the freedom to do so and pro-
vided them with a lump sum 
to cover tuition on a monthly 
basis. “When I got out, the GI 
Bill was cool, I got some pock-
et change, and it wasn’t a carte 
blanche,” O’Keefe said.

But over time, the value of a 
college education for veterans 
decreased with the advent of ris-
ing tuition costs and inflation.

“The old GI Bill was ‘chump 
change,’” John McClelland, GS 
and MilVets vice president, said. 
According to McClelland, it did not 
provide enough to match the cost of 
education, and many veterans chose 
to go to community college. 

Under the Yellow Ribbon 
Program, veterans also get a book 
stipend, and $2,700 a month, ac-
cording to McClelland. 

“You’re going to school for 
free, if not, making money,” 
O’Keefe added.

While student veterans are 
benefiting from the bill, some 
still noted some shortcomings.  

McClelland finds the system 
to be more bureaucratic, and 
the program took significant 
time to implement. 

“Columbia didn’t get their 
[Yellow Ribbon] money into 
December ... a couple of people 
have been ineligible for the full 100 
percent because of a technicality.”

O’Keefe noted what he saw as an 
increase in the number of veterans 
leaving the army to pursue a col-
lege education in order to reap the 
benefits of financial incentives.

Ultimately, McClelland said 
that veterans gain more than fi-
nancial rewards from their ex-
perience at Columbia.

“My experience at Columbia 
is going to be a significant part 
of my life,” he said.  

paul.hsiao
@columbiaspectator.com

GI from front page

Law from front page

Pinnacle from front page

jack zietman for spectator
cracked  |  A water leak at the 625 W.133rd St. school has ruined the gym.   

Adam James is getting to learn 
about that—did he have to file 
his complaints right before a 
bowl game? Absolutely not. He 
jeopardized the team’s future suc-
cess and the Alamo Bowl game 
for his fellow teammates, and I 
imagine that they won’t let him 
forget it. The media is teaching 
James the lessons that his fam-
ily didn’t seem to teach him well 
enough, like what happens when 
you play with fire on national TV. 
It’s a traumatic way to learn, but 
being embarrassed because of 
your childish actions in front of 
an audience is a great way to re-
mind yourself to start acting like 
an adult—a takeaway that ESPN, 
Leach, and James can all now 
boast to have internalized.  

Lisa Lewis is a Barnard 
College senior majoring in 

Economics.



By Dorothy Chen
Spectator Staff Writer

This year, classical music fans 
can light 200 birthday candles 
for Frédéric Chopin and Robert 
Schumann.

Carnegie Hall is celebrating 
as well, with special spring programming—
the famed venue will align with some of the 
world’s most famous musicians to celebrate 
the composers’ bicentennials. A three-con-
cert series highlighting a number of pieces 
by Chopin and Schumann begins Jan. 29 
with Yo-Yo Ma and Emanuel Ax, CC ’70, 
playing works for cello and piano. Ax will 
return to perform additional pieces in the 
series Feb. 10 and Mar. 17.

“These [Chopin and Schumann] are 
two composers whose music every pianist 
wants to play,” Ax said. “The last thing 
Chopin and Schumann need is [for us] 
to be reminded that it’s their 200th birth-
day…. They are very famous.”

As many musically inclined students 
might know, there is no desperate need for a 
revival of the composers’ works. According 
to Carnegie Hall’s Artistic Director Clive 
Gillinson, “virtuosic performances of mas-
terworks by these two giants of the Romantic 
era have long been the calling cards for the 
world’s finest pianists.” 

Chopin’s work holds a special signifi-
cance for Ax. In the 1974 Arthur Rubinstein 
International Piano Master Competition, Ax 
first captured the world’s attention with his 
winning program, which included Chopin’s 
Études Op. 10, No. 8 and Op. 25, No. 10, along 
with his Sonata No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 58.

In addition to celebrating the ingenuities 
of Chopin and Schumann, the Carnegie Hall 
series aims to evoke the institution’s history. 

“Chopin, in particular, holds a special 
place in Carnegie Hall’s history,” Gillinson 
said. In fact, pianist Franz Rummel performed 
Chopin’s music in April 1891 at the very first 
event presented in the building.

The duo of Ax and Ma has a long history 
as well. “Yo-Yo and I have been playing to-
gether for about 35 years,” Ax said. “I can’t 
think of doing the cello music of Schumann 
and Chopin with anyone else.” 

In addition to Chopin and Schumann piec-
es, each of the three concerts in the series will 

incorporate a contemporary work. Friday’s 
concert features a piece for cello and piano 
by American composer Peter Lieberson titled 
“Remembering Schumann.” 

“I thought it would be the right thing to 
do for us to have a lot of fun by introducing 
some new music as well,” Ax said.

“We have been delighted to mark the 
Chopin and Schumann bicentennial by 
commissioning works that pay homage to 
these remarkable composers,” Gillison said. 
He explained that this inclusion is “reflect-
ing our [Carnegie Hall’s] mission to not 
only celebrate the best in music but also 
foster its future.” 
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Despite high aspirations, ‘No Fixed Points’ misses the point
By Laura Quinton

Columbia Daily Spectator

When stripped 
down to the bare 
essentials, dance 
and architecture 
are essentially the 

same thing. Or at least, “No 
Fixed Points in Space” attempted 
to prove that they are. 

“No Fixed Points,” presented 
at Miller Theatre on Tuesday 
night, was the first in a series of 
symposia held with the purpose 
of examining the relationship 
between dance and architecture 
in the spirit of late choreogra-
pher Merce Cunningham. 

The program alternated 
between performances by 
the Cunningham Repertory 
Understudy Group and dis-
cussion with a panel of profes-
sionals involved in architec-
ture, digital design, music, and 
choreography. 

The visual, corporal experi-
ence of the dance, combined 
with the intellectual nature of 
the discussion, embarked on an 
ambitious mission to draw par-
allels between modern architec-
ture and avant-garde dance—a 
mission that ultimately proved 
too bold for those involved. 

Cunningham, whose ground-
breaking work rose to the fore-
front of post-modern dance 

in the mid-20th century, used 
“chance” method as the basis of 
his movement philosophy.  This 
meant that any movement, cre-
ated by any procedure using any 
part of the body, was viable ma-
terial for a dance.  Additionally, 
Cunningham viewed music, 

lighting, and dance as perfor-
mance elements that should be 
crafted separately, only to unite 
during the actual show.  

Ironically, the underlying 
architectural premise of “No 
Fixed Points” was entirely ab-
sent from the performance—the 

dance pieces, MinEvent 1 and 
MinEvent 2, were completely 
devoid of structure. The dancers’ 
orientations were often random 
and unrelated, although familiar 
patterns and relationships arose 
as the vocabulary repeated it-
self. The pieces were technical 

and not shockingly innovative, 
although they posed an interest-
ing study on the limitations of 
human framework.  

The starkness of the lighting, 
costumes, mood, and dancing 
were identifiably Cunningham—
the movement was driven by an 

anatomical, isolating, and linear 
vocabulary rather than an over-
riding concept. 

As such, while Cunningham’s 
choreography held its own, the 
panel struggled to justify his 
work’s relationship to architec-
ture. Although interesting points 
arose about the practicality of ar-
chitecture coinciding with the 
practicality of Cunningham’s 
style, the overall discussion was 
not cohesive and failed to ad-
dress any major issues.  

Yes, both dance and architec-
ture are arts of physics—howev-
er, they have crucial differences 
that “No Fixed Points” ignored. 
Buildings, unlike dance, are 
not forms of communication 
or studies of human nature. 
Buildings are more permanent 
while dances are fleeting. Most 
significantly, buildings are not 
created with the purpose of self-
expression or experimentation, 
but with the purpose of func-
tion—they are, fundamentally, 
where people live.   

It seemed the audience re-
alized how greatly the perfor-
mance had missed its mark—the 
packed theater slowly emptied 
as the performance progressed, 
leaving the Q&A with a dismal 
turnout.  As the series runs its 
course, much more than the 
choreography itself needs to find 
an underlying architecture.     

embry owen / senior staff photographer
dancing in the dark  |  “No Fixed Points in Space” attempted to bridge the gap between architecture and dance, but missed its desired mark.

Carnegie Hall pays musical tribute to composers’ birthdays

Book vendors take M’side literary scene to the streets
By erica weaver

Columbia Daily Spectator

As the intel-
lectual hub for 
Columbia stu-
dents, Morningside 
Heights exudes a 

more academic vibe than other 
Manhattan neighborhoods.

Beyond the Columbia book-
store and its independent 
counterparts, reading material 
abounds along the stretch of 
Broadway from 113th to 110th 
streets, where vendors have set 
up tables reminiscent of the Left 
Bank bookstands in Paris.

Columbians and Morningside 
residents alike can stop by the 
table in front of Milano Market 
between 113th and 112th streets 
to peruse a picturesque table of 
books and CDs while chatting 
about politics and the death of 
print media with the owner, Steve, 
who prefers not to give his last 
name. He has been selling books 
for five years and can be spotted 
in a hunting hat reminiscent of 
Holden Caulfield. Although he 
prefers science fiction, Steve sells 
a little bit of everything, getting 
his books at sales and auctions as 
well as through donations.

As Steve explains, he loves 
selling books because it gives 
him the chance to do some-
thing he enjoys while preserv-
ing time to write. However, he 
has definitely noticed some 
disturbing trends in the last 
few years. “You can see how 

American literacy has gone 
downhill by looking at how 
the Times’ best-seller list has 
changed in the last 10 to 15 
years,” Steve said. Fortunately 
for Morningside residents, 
authors from Sophocles and 
Strindberg to Lorca and 
Golding still await at reason-
able prices on Steve’s table. 

Only a few feet away from 
Steve’s collection of current 
fiction and classics is the book 
table in front of Cardomat. 
Although the owner was not 
available for an interview, the 
table boasted an interesting jux-
taposition of Mapplethorpe art 
books and D.H. Lawrence texts. 
There is usually a chess match 
at the sidewalk table a few feet 
away as well, increasing the 

intellectual atmosphere along 
this stretch of Broadway.

Larry Kaplan is another 
book vendor who mans a table 
on the sidewalk near Duane 
Reade. Kaplan, who sports a 
mustache and a black beret, 
has been selling books for over 
20 years and possesses a wealth 
of knowledge about everything 
from specific publishing hous-
es to general literary trends. 
Kaplan started out working in 
flea markets, but when a library 
came up for sale, he decided to 
buy it. Kaplan said, “I didn’t 
know what I had, didn’t know 
literature as well as I do now.” 
Nevertheless, he filled up the 
back of his truck and switched 
to the book business.

Now, anyone in the market 

for an Italian copy of Marquez’s 
“Love in the Time of Cholera” 
can find it at Kaplan’s table, along 
with an assortment of out-of-
print books, light reading, texts 
from Literature Humanities and 
Contemporary Civilization, and 
even three or four collections of 
Harold Pinter plays.

Kaplan offers vintage prints 
for $5—these generally sell bet-
ter than the books do. “I’ve nev-
er seen a bad book, but I’ve seen 
many that don’t sell,” Kaplan 
said. He explained that usually 
the book vendors hope for im-
mediate turnover and rely on a 
book’s publication date to gauge 
whether or not it is current 
enough to appeal to buyers.

Finally, just off Broadway on 
111th St., Raul sells everything 
from children’s books and dic-
tionaries to gloves and win-
ter hats. Raul has been in the 
book industry for over 30 years 
and used to own a bookstore 
on 114th, where Book Culture 
just opened a new location. He 
enjoys managing a table, but is 
also thinking about opening a 
children’s bookstore. Even now, 
Raul noted that many of his 
older customers are most ex-
cited to pick up a copy of a Dr. 
Seuss favorite.

In regard to the past few de-
cades of neighborhood changes, 
Raul joked, “We’re still around. 
They haven’t kicked us out yet.” 
And, for the sake of the neigh-
borhood’s literary culture, hope-
fully “they” never will.

rose donlon for spectator

Selling it  |  Tables along Broadway are an offbeat source for a variety 
of books—offerings range from current novels to beloved classics.

Young adult crowd sees 
appeal in the ‘Wild’

By Julia alekseyeva
Spectator Staff Writer

Somehow, 
the film indus-
try has man-
aged to keep 
itself afloat 
while the mu-
sic and newspa-
per businesses 
crumble. 

There must 
be something 

about film that strikes viewers as 
increasingly captivating and rel-
evant, especially for young audi-
ences, who have a singular interest 
in keeping up with the fast-paced 
world of cinema. 

Of course, not all films are cre-
ated equal. The films that urban 
college kids watch are not those 
that the average suburban house-
wife enjoys on her weekly trip to 
the local AMC—differences in 
marketing have made this in-
creasingly obvious. This series of 
film articles will attempt to figure 
out why college students—in par-
ticular New Yorkers, the inheri-
tors of beatnik fame—watch what 
they watch. The series will be part 
psychoanalysis, part cinema stud-
ies, part obnoxious stereotyping. 
Through analysis of films and 
their target audiences, it will at-
tempt to answer one question: 
what do the films that students 
watch say about them?

College students—and New 
Yorkers in general—are split 
into numerous subcultures, all of 
which have tastes of their own. 
The general public might be 
currently obsessed with “Avatar,” 
but those donning skinny pants 
might prefer to spend their two-
and-a-half hours watching the 
Palme d’Or-winning “The White 
Ribbon” or the latest Coen broth-
ers’ movie. Some films’ marketing 
campaigns explicitly target this 
younger, “hipper” crowd—as an 

example, take last fall’s “Where 
the Wild Things Are.”

When the trailer came out 
early in 2009, the buzz among 
young adults was immediate, 
and the film was instantly in-
cluded in the blog “Stuff White 
People Like,” a sardonic list of 
yuppie trends. The blog states: 
“When the trailer was released a 
few months ago, you should have 
been inundated with e-mails, 
instant messages, and Facebook 
wall posts about how you need 
to see the trailer immediately.” 

It seemed the demographic 
most enthusiastic about the trailer 
was the high school set and older, 
even though the movie was intend-
ed for nine-year-olds. Or was it?

Gelseigh Karl-Cannon, CC ’11, 
and her friends dressed up for the 
film’s midnight release. She said, “I 
don’t recall encountering a single 
child at the screening. I think it was 
entirely teen/twenty-year-olds with 
maybe a few adults thrown in. And 
just like us, many of them were 
dressed up in onesies and bright 
yellow crowns...” 

Of course, the movie’s success 
was boosted by its nostalgia fac-
tor. The “Noughties” were defined 
by a growing obsession with past 
decades and a refurbishing of old 
styles—the film was obviously 
mining this trend.

“Where the Wild Things Are” 
held further hipster appeal through 
a partnership between Warner 
Brothers and Urban Outfitters, 
as well as with its “indie” creative 
team—director Spike Jonze, writer/
adapter Dave Eggers, and musician 
Karen O of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. 

Jenny Lam, CC ’09, said, “Show 
me a kindergarten student who 
is familiar with Karen O, Dave 
Eggers, and Spike Jonze, and I’ll 
give her my own personal VHS 
recordings of “Ducktales.” It’s clear 
that “Where the Wild Things Are” 
was marketed towards Millennials 
and Gen-Xers.” 

courtesy of warner bros. pictures

Wild thing  |  Not just for children, “Where the Wild Things Are” 
garnered unexpected hype from adults and teenage hipsters alike.
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strings attached  |  Emanuel Ax and Yo-Yo Ma are two musicians taking part in a 
bicentennial celebration concert series honoring composers Chopin and Schumann.
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Centering 
the center

On Tuesday, Jan. 19, 
Barnard’s long-awaited 
Diana Center opened. 

While the official ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony is not set to 
take place until Feb. 3, it was 
last Tuesday that Barnard and 
Columbia students ventured 
through the Diana’s doors.

Students from both sides of 
the street have been impressed 
so far. Barnard students loved 
the hot chocolate on the first 
day, and students from both 
Barnard and Columbia who 
have class in the Diana noted 
how ample the seating is, how 
light the classrooms are, and 
how beautiful the building it-
self is. It seems to be a desir-
able location for both educa-
tion and recreation. As a center 
established with the promise of 
furthering community, it has 
brought students in and made 
them feel at home.

But the “so far” is crucial. 
A building does not a commu-
nity make, and a student cen-
ter is not necessarily central 
to students’ lives. Barnard has 
provided an excellent facility 
and kicked things off excited-
ly and effectively, but it’s still 
only a kick-off. Initial excite-
ment is not sustainable, nor is 
it a substitute for actual com-
munity-building. The Barnard 
administration has provided a 
place where a community can 

be built, but not a community 
itself. It is up to the adminis-
tration to bridge the gap be-
tween the two.

This is a unique opportuni-
ty for Barnard administrators. 
Students have a brand-new 
facility that can truly benefit 
the community, but that can 
only happen if the admin-
istration works actively and 
continuously toward making 
the Diana everything students 
were told it would be. Ten years 
after Columbia first saw Lerner 
Hall, students and administra-
tors alike are still wondering 
how to utilize the space most 
effectively. While the Diana 
has the benefit of being able to 
keep up the community-build-
ing momentum with which it 
opened, this is a chance for 
both Barnard and Columbia 
to consider what it means to 
have a student center and how 
to continue to improve theirs.

But administrators, much 
like buildings, can only do 
or be so much to students. 
Ultimately, community comes 
from the students who con-
stitute it. There are now stu-
dent centers on both sides of 
Broadway. The opening of the 
Diana should be an opening of 
student minds about the pros-
pect of community. The Diana’s 
doors opened last week, but it’s 
up to students to walk in.

Staff Editorial

“Even pro-
fessional 
scientists,” 

Albert Einstein 
remarked, “seem to 
me like somebody 
who has seen thou-
sands of trees but 
has never seen a for-
est.” When he said 
this in 1944, he was 
referring to a type of 
“independence cre-
ated by philosophi-

cal insight” that scientists should consider 
diving into more often. It’s also been a 
wonder to me why academic institutions, 
including Columbia, separate the sci-
ences from philosophy as strictly distinct 
disciplines, when both sides could actually 
grow more intellectually by communicat-
ing and overlapping a little more.

Just last week, I was chatting with a 
friend about the theory of knowledge at 
a café near campus. About fifteen min-
utes into the conversation, two guys with 
thick-rimmed glasses came up to us and 
said, “I heard you saying something about 
artificial intelligence. Do you mind if 
we join you?” Indeed, we were talking 
about how the creation of the computer 
changed the way we perceive and know 
the world, but we weren’t necessarily fish-
ing for dates that night.

“We’re neuroscientists,” one of them 
said. A few years ago, I would have re-
sponded with something along the lines 
of, “How fascinating,” and pretended to 
text someone to avoid an awkward silence. 
But the reality of casually interacting with 
a scientist was one I rarely encounter here. 
So instead of taking out my cell phone, I 
answered, “If you’re a neuroscientist, you 
must believe that the mind and body are 

the same thing. But did you ever wonder 
whether they aren’t?”

When the other science guy revealed 
that all of his passwords are “Descartes,” 
after the philosopher who claimed that the 
mind and body are separate substances, the 
four of us went on to have one of the most 
fruitful conversations I’ve ever had. It’s real-
ly a shame that we couldn’t repeat this sort 
of thing in a seminar where such a dialogue 
would be worthy of a solid A for all of us.

In 17th-century Europe, the disciplines 
we refer to today as “philosophy” and 
“science” were synonymous to each other. 
Newton’s treatise on gravity was titled 
“The Mathematical Principles of Natural 
Philosophy.” The inductive method that 
you’ll find familiar in science experiments 
was derived from David Hume’s research 
on the way humans understand things.

While Columbia’s philosophy depart-
ment offers courses titled “Darwin” and 
“Philosophy of Science,” students taking 
them are not required to supplement this 
kind of study with any science lectures and 
labs. From what I’ve heard from Columbia 
College students, the core classes like 
“Frontiers of Science” and “Contemporary 
Civilization” have little to do with each 
other. Engineers, too, are busy doing prob-
lem sets that might test one’s knowledge on 
the theory of relativity, but not on Einstein’s 
philosophical essays (yes, there are several).

You might argue that the general re-
quirements at these undergraduate institu-
tions already attempt to nurture our minds 
with a variety of subjects. And I person-
ally think that Barnard’s “Nine Ways of 
Knowing” does a good job broadening our 
interests (although I disagree that there are 
only nine ways of knowing). But what if a 
school consciously decided to enrich the 
overlaps between seemingly opposite sub-
jects like philosophy and the sciences?

On top of possible new lectures like 
“Philosophical Logic and the Birth of 
the Computer,” “Are Constants Really 
Constants?” and “Existentialism and 
Quantum Mechanics,” to name a few, 
there should be small seminars where 
people in different majors are deliberately 
chosen to discuss things together for an 
hour or two every week. That way, they 
can start to spend more time with each 
other and possibly assist each other in 
further research. People might be in-
spired to think in completely new ways 
that would shift the current intellectual 
paradigm. And in all probability, several 
successful teams and couples will come 
out of this experience. Who knows?

When I attended the commencement 
ceremony for the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science at Columbia last 
year, I remember University President Lee 
Bollinger saying to the young engineers 
that they have more to teach “us” non-en-
gineers than “we” have to teach them.

He’s right: it’s probably easier for a 
scientist to pass a philosophy course than 
for a philosopher to ace a physics exam. 
But, as Einstein said, “It has often been 
said, and certainly not without justifica-
tion, that the man of science is a poor 
philosopher.” The exam scores may prove 
the system unfair, but there are no correct 
answers to most philosophical problems 
anyway. So perhaps it is really the phi-
losophers that need to teach engineers 
that even when things look as clear as 
“2+2=4,” there is always room for more 
questioning, examining, and, most im-
portant of all, wondering. 

Yurina Ko is a Barnard College junior ma-
joring in philosophy. She is a senior editor of 
the Columbia Political Review. 2+2=5 runs 

alternate Wednesdays.

Frontiers of philosophy

2 + 2 = 5

Yu ri na  Ko

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from 
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should 
be between 700 and 900 words and express an 
opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes 
or unfairly label groups or individuals. All 
writers meet with an associate editor to edit 
their submission before publication. Submis-
sions may be sent to opinion@columbiaspec-
tator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office 
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.
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by Chris Jordan

Inertia has a bad rap. Our friends in the 
physics department would describe inertia 
as the property of wanting to stay in motion. 
That is, if an object is not moving, it does 
not want to start moving unless you make it. 
We constantly have to fight against it to do 
anything, and it always seems to be fighting 
against us. So you may understand, then, 
why I compare Columbia’s bureaucracy to 
the force of inertia.

From class registration and housing to 
dining and the “War on Fun,” the bureaucra-
cy seems intent on making life at Columbia 
difficult for us. I can personally attest to the 
often disappointing nature of the system. I 
arrived this past summer as a bright-eyed 
and eager student, ready to embrace the ex-
citing adventures of college life. Within my 
first few hours here, I found out that through 
a mistake of some kind, I had no housing 
assignment, the wrong meal plan, and a 
miscalculated financial aid package. I found 
myself quickly developing the required-and-
yet-hip cynicism necessary for all New York 
City residents. It was easy to see the bureau-
cracy as a force of nature dedicated to mak-
ing life difficult for me.

Like the force of inertia, the bureaucracy 
is hard to change and seems responsible 
for many of our hardships. Except that 

while inertia makes you tired after push-
ing a heavy sofa, the bureaucracy makes 
you tired after spending all day trying to 
get your ID fixed for the fifth time.

But as I said in the beginning, inertia just 
has a bad reputation. It’s really misunder-
stood. While inertia may eat up your gas 
as you try to get your car moving after a 
red light, it also lets your car coast down a 
hill instead of having to keep your foot on 
the gas the whole way down. Inertia works 
both ways. While it makes it hard to get the 

ball rolling, it keeps the ball rolling once it’s 
been started (and that’s a fact you can take 
all the way to your physics class).

And though I am pretty sure that anyone 
who has ever had a scuffle with the bureau-
cracy will call me a heretic for this, I really 
believe that the bureaucracy is not evil ei-
ther. It, too, is just misunderstood. Sure, it is 
slow and borderline incompetent, but in the 
end, it gets the job done. At the end of the 
day, they who constitute the bureaucracy 

are dealing with more than 26,000 students, 
more than 3,500 faculty, numerous global 
centers, an ever-expanding campus, visiting 
public figures, a secret society that may or 
may not actually exist, and, oh yeah, award-
ing the Pulitzer Prizes!

So they make mistakes. They are slow 
to act and slower to respond. But, in the 
end, they keep this school running. They 
keep something that resembles food in John 
Jay and they make sure that every sopho-
more has at least three cubic feet of sleeping 
space. Sure, it’s not perfect, but it works, 
and we could not work without it.

But just in case you still resent the bu-
reaucracy, just remember this: inertia is an 
intrinsic property of the universe. It exists 
for anything with mass, and there is no way 
around it. Whether or not you like inertia, 
it is here to stay—from now until the end 
of the universe. In the same way, the bu-
reaucracy is not going anywhere. Whether 
or not we can forgive the bureaucracy for 
its faults, we have to live with it—kind of 
like an annoying roommate who doesn’t 
wash his dishes, except that you have to live 
with this roommate for four years. And he 
determines your financial aid.

In short, neither inertia nor the bureau-
cracy is going to change or disappear. So we 
might as well see the good side of it and deal 
with whatever else they throw at us. Now, 
if you’ll excuse me, I have to go convince 
my adviser that I got assigned the wrong 
meal plan.

Again.

The author is a Columbia College first-year.

Rethinking the 
system

They keep something 
that resembles food in 

John Jay dining hall and 
they make sure that every 

sophomore has at least 
three cubic feet of 

sleeping space. 

by Robert Chang

Columbia is an institution that students 
choose to attend to better themselves. Students 
cannot possibly hope to do this, however, if 
they cannot first maintain a positive quality 
of life. As registration draws to a close, 
the administration might consider 
that one thing Columbia could do to 
improve the lives of its student is to 
end obligatory undergraduate classes 
at night, or classes that begin after 5 
p.m.—if a class is required to satisfy a stu-
dent’s undergraduate requirements, that class 
should not be only offered in the evening.

Some classes are only offered at night, 
forcing undergraduate students to register 
for a late session. These classes compel un-
dergraduates to lead a different lifestyle than 
they might otherwise choose. Many under-
graduates have classes during the morning 
and day and use the night for study time. 
An undergraduate should be entitled to free 
time at night instead of spending the late 
hours in a dumpy Hamilton seventh-floor 
classroom. We should not have to spend 
Thursday nights locked up in a class-
room. There are a wide variety of life-
styles at Columbia, and part of the 
learning process at college is to 
discover what works best for 
an individual. Some students, 
for example, lock themselves 
in Butler all weekend.  Others 
space out their study time over the course of 
the week. Granted, these are not necessarily 
mutually exclusive, but whether they are or 
not should ultimately be left up to the stu-
dent. We as undergraduates should be able to 
choose when we take mandatory classes.

Some may say that night classes are nec-
essary for students to have more options of 
sections to register for. Some students are 
night owls and would rather live during 
the night than during the day. These stu-
dents may only want to take night classes. 
However, the benefits of having more class 
choices clearly outweigh whatever ben-
efits there may be from mandating night 
classes. Studies have shown that people 
perform better when refreshed from 
sleep than after a day’s worth of stress. 
Other studies have shown that sustained 
wakefulness leads to decreased perfor-

mance. According to The National Sleep 
Research Project, a student who is up for 
17 hours will have a decrease in perfor-
mance equivalent to a blood alcohol level 
of 0.5 percent, or more than half the le-
gal limit. Furthermore, the Public School 
Review has found that students who follow 

a regular, consistent daily schedule, usu-
ally go to sleep early, and sleep for about 
eight hours a day have stronger academic 
performances than their peers who don’t. 
Students who take classes towards the be-
ginning of their day would be more re-
freshed than they would be taking classes 
at the end of the day. 

From these studies, it seems that hav-
ing classes during the day is healthier for 
students. With the option to arrange one’s 
schedule to exclude night classes, students 
would be able to create a work schedule 
similar to the one from elementary to high 

school. Students should have the option 
to put less stress and fatigue on them-
selves in trying to adapt to a new daily 
schedule. Also, those who finish classes 
earlier would have more time to find or 
cook a healthy and nutritious dinner 
without having to resort to fast food. 
Night courses, particularly at 6:10 or 
later, take up a chunk of time during 
an inconvenient period. Students who 
have class during this time often resort 
to either eating a rushed, early dinner, 
which results in hunger late at night, or 
hold their hunger until 8 p.m. without 
any sustenance. Yes, one can eat snacks, 
but this only adds calories to an already 
caloric American undergraduate diet.

It is as if classes that are currently 
only held at night could not possibly be 
offered at a more convenient time. A 
student should be able to easily sched-
ule courses from 9:10 in the morning 
to 5:30 in the afternoon. It should be 
feasible to finish a day’s classes before 
6 p.m. But most importantly, in the 

context of an institution dedicated to 
making students the best that they can be, 

these earlier time slots would not only be 
beneficial for students, but are also neces-
sary for the improvement of student life 
on campus.

The author is a sophomore in the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science.

Interview with 
the vampire 

student
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do you need a tutor to focus your 
concepts? There is no difference be-
tween being a C student and being 
an A student, except in the compres-
sion and focus... A good tutor can 
clarify, realign, focus, direct.... If you 
feel floundering, get a tutor now. Call 
(212) 865-1026. We specialize in the 
fields of History, English, Philosophy, 
Languages....

english language teacher 
Improve your writing, speaking and 
reading in English. Communicate ef-
fectively in academics, business or 
everyday life. Lessons are planned to 
meet each student’s needs. Experi-
enced, certified (Cambridge Univ CEL-
TA) teacher of English as a Second 
Language. CU Master/International Af-
fairs. $30/hr. (646) 251-3640. kesls@ 
verizon.net

impeccable editing/typing/re-
search/rewriting by Ivy PhD; especial-
ly skilled in handling close deadlines 
and overworked students, with grace 
and compassion. Call (212) 865-1026, 
any hour, and reduce the pressure on 
your psyche....

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org 

berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

organic chemistry
Private tutoring. Deep understanding 
assured. Experienced professor near 
Columbia. (917) 710-6049. orgoexpert 
@gmail.com

RENOVATED UWS STUDIO
CPW/105 St. $260K; maint $410.This 
apt has a separate kitchen with stain-
less steel appliances, 11 ft ceilings 
and hardwood floors. It’s in a small 
landmark building, steps away from 
Central Park. Please note, this is an 
HDFC building with income require-
ments. Inquire for details (917) 434-
3361.

textbooks bought and sold 
New and used, online buybacks. Buy, 
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260) 
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See 
site for other support lines.

seeking tutor to help with or-
ganization of researched information 
and paper writing. Call Milena (917) 
930-4096.
adjuncts wanted to teach their 
subjects to students of another NYC 
college. Answer in confidence to 
mmpimn@gmail.com

network marketing $$$ 
Tremendous profits selling websites! 
Free training. No experience required. 
Watch our free video. Start this month 
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.
ws

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Sports Men’s basketball has had its fair 
share of struggles so far this 

season, but when the Lions work 
as a team on the offensive end, 
they are much more successful. 

Tomorrow

Club squash is set to become a 
varsity sport in fall 2010, making 
Columbia the last school in the 
Ivy League to have men’s and 

women’s squash teams. 

Tomorrow

Lomax shines in Light Blue win
Remains team player despite outstanding performance

By holly macdonald
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Going into the half last Saturday 
against Cornell, Columbia led the Big 
Red 35-17, in large part because of the 
performance of junior Judie Lomax. 
Lomax scored 18 of the Light Blue’s 35 
points in the first half, meaning that, 
going into the locker room, she had 
outscored the entire Cornell team. 

Give that statistic to Lomax, 
though, and she’ll credit her team-
mates. She’ll say that her teammates 
set up her shots and got the ball to 
her at the right time. According to 
Lomax, her statistics are only a reflec-
tion of the hard work the whole team 
has put in, starting last spring.

“Everyone’s been working really 
hard for us to be successful, so it’s re-
ally rewarding for it to culminate in 
a victory, especially against Cornell,” 
Lomax said. “Hopefully we’ll keep 
working, and it will keep showing 
up, whether it’s me or one of our 
other teammates.”

Lomax finished with 30 points 
and 17 rebounds against the Big Red, 
which earned her Ivy league Player 
of the Week honors for the second 
week in a row and the Co-Player 
of the Week in the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference. Although she is 
so dominating on the court, Lomax 
deflects the attention she gets off the 
court, praising her teammates, her 
coaches, the fans.

That doesn’t mean she’s not 
competitive, though. When she’s 
on the court, Lomax won’t let any-
thing keep her from giving the 
Lions their best shot to win. 

“Whether it’s rebounding, 
whether it’s scoring, whether it’s 
diving down on the floor for a loose 
ball, taking a charge, just being so 
competitive that you’re willing to 
do whatever it takes,” Lomax said. 
“And I think for the most part we 
have a lot of people on the team 
who are willing to do that and that’s 
led to a lot of success this year,”

Her success—and Columbia’s 
success—didn’t come without a lot of 
hard work. Lomax is the first in the 
gym and the last to leave. In the five 
minutes between the end of practice 
and the team meeting on Monday she 
shot nonstop mid-range jumpers—
an aspect of her game she’s steadily 
improved over the last year—until 
she’d sunk ten baskets.

Her 30 points against Cornell 
tied a career high for the junior 
transfer student. She finished the 
night with four steals and four more 
assists. But Lomax will more likely 
talk about the Columbia women’s 

basketball 2-0 start to Ivy play than 
her near triple-double night.

It’s just who she is at heart: 
a team player. She’s the type 
of player who goes above 
and beyond what’s asked of 
her but is more likely to cel-
ebrate a teammate’s success 
than her own. And she’s had 
plenty of success to celebrate.

Lomax spent her freshman 
year playing for the Oregon 
State Beavers, where she led the 
team in rebounding and field 
goal percentage. She ranked 
fifth in the Pac-10 in rebounding 
and was named to the Freshman 
All-Pac-10 Team.

“Once I got there, I kind of re-
alized that I needed more family 
support. Being closer to home and, 
just, school was really important 
too, and I wanted to think more 
about long term,” Lomax said.

She was on pace to tear up the 
Pac-10 but decided to transfer to 
Columbia to be closer to her par-
ents and her four siblings. Sitting 
out a year due to NCAA transfer 
regulations, Lomax has had high 
expectations heaped upon her dur-
ing her entire career as a Lion. And 
she’s delivered.

Last season, Lomax led the na-
tion in rebounding. No, not the Ivy 
League, not Division I-AA, or any 
other subdivision. In Division I bas-
ketball, Judie Lomax led the nation 
in rebounding. And she’s doing it 
again this year. Not only that, but 
she leads the Ivy league in scoring, 
averaging 18.3 points a game.

And yet, what’s her favorite as-
pect of the team?

“I don’t think we really have a 
star of the team,” Lomax said. “I 
don’t think we really have people 
who are limited.”

Three undefeated teams sit atop Ancient Eight

lenny pridatko / staff photographer
ready to dive in  |  An exciting weekend awaits, as Harvard, Princeton, and Yale—all undefeated in the league—will clash in a tri-meet.

By JULIA GARRISON
Spectator Staff Writer

After another weekend of meets, 
Princeton, Yale, and Harvard are the 
only women’s swimming and diving 
teams that remain undefeated in the Ivy 
League. Princeton secured its fourth win 
over Dartmouth on 
Sunday, while Harvard 
topped Brown on 
Saturday.  Yale was 
not triumphant this 
past weekend, losing 
to Navy, but still re-
main undefeated within the league. 

Columbia’s win over Cornell this past 
Saturday improved its standing in the Ivy 
League to 2-2, placing it just behind the 
three undefeated teams. The Big Red’s loss 
brought them down to 1-5 in the con-
ference. Columbia’s next Ancient Eight 
matchup will be against Brown (1-3 Ivy) in 
Norton, Massachusetts this Saturday.

Harvard (4-0, 4-0 Ivy) and Yale (6-1, 
4-0 Ivy) sit atop the league so far, boasting 
the most conference wins with four each. 
The Crimson’s Senior Day win over Brown 
this past Saturday in Cambridge was hard-
ly a competition, as Harvard swept all 13 
events against the Bears and sank them 

177-66. Junior Katy Hinkle had a major 
impact on her team’s success, winning 
three events on Saturday.

In Yale’s competition against Navy, the 
Bulldogs lost by only two points, 151-149. 
The matchup between the two teams led 
to some fierce competition and resulted in 
three broken pool records and two divers’ 
qualifying for the NCAA tournament.

Also undefeated within the league is 
Princeton (3-0, 3-0 Ivy). The Tigers most 
recently dominated the Big Green 169-
126. In the first event of the meet, the 200 
medley relay team of Meredith Monroe, 
Alicia Aemisegger, Arlene Douglas and 
Courtney Kilkut set a pool record, fin-
ishing with a time of 1:47.02. The best of 
these three seemingly indomitable teams is 
soon to be determined, as Princeton, Yale, 
and Harvard are all scheduled to compete 
against one another in a tri-meet this com-
ing Saturday in Princeton, NJ.

On the other end of the spectrum, 
Dartmouth has been unable to pull out a 
win all season and is currently 0-8 overall 
and 0-6 in the Ivy League. Its most recent 
losses were to Penn 231-69 and Yale 234-
66 on Jan.16 and to Princeton on Jan. 24.  
Dartmouth’s only competition left in the 
Ivy League is Columbia, whom they will 
face in February. However, considering the 

Lions overwhelmed the Big Green 205-95 
last season, a Dartmouth win is unlikely.

Although the Ivy League title is currently 
up for grabs, the competitions coming up 
this weekend between the three undefeated 
teams of Princeton, Yale, and Harvard will 
be hugely important in determining the 
conference champions. After regular season 
competition ends, each team will have an-
other chance to prove itself at the Ivy League 
Championships on Feb. 25.

Overall 
standings

IVY
standings

yale 6-1 4-0
Harvard 4-0 4-0
princeton 3-0 3-0
columbia 4-1 2-1
penn 3-4 3-4
brown 2-4 1-2
cornell 2-6 1-5
dartmouth 0-7 0-7

Ivy league STANDINGS

Around
The 

League

Oh, Mike 
Leach.

This 
guy seems like 
the most hated 
figure in foot-
ball these days. 
Perhaps it’s for a 
good reason. 

By now, I 
imagine we’ve all 
heard the story. 
Down in Texas, 

on the Texas Tech football team, there 
was a kid, Adam James, with a concus-
sion. He spent time inside a dark room. 
(It’s already nearly impossible to retell 
the story without using loaded lan-
guage.) There may never be a consensus 
on what he was told or if that dark place 
was locked. Then, somehow, reporters 
caught wind of James’ complaints and 
the internal investigation started at the 
university. A media storm ensued, re-
sulting in somebody discovering that 
James had a semi-famous dad who did 
broadcasting for ESPN. Former football 
head coach Leach is now unemployed 
(although certainly not in dire straits), 
considered a scumbag, and the James 
family name is associated with entitle-
ment, exemptions, and being a wuss.

That ended poorly, don’t you think? 
Would general public opinion of Leach 
be different if ESPN—the network with a 
serious conflict of interest in this story—
hadn’t been involved? Would Leach have 
kept his job at Texas Tech?

I think it’s a definite possibility. 
I looked to ESPN’s Ombudsman, Don 

Ohlmeyer, to explain the television cov-
erage that the network gave the issue, 
from the breaking news report to the 
Alamo bowl coverage. I found that he 
and I saw exactly the same thing—emo-
tions and personal relationships that cre-
ated a barrier between the information 
and its audience. Issues with ESPN’s va-
lidity began far before the bowl game 
was played: The network apparently had 
no misgivings about letting dad Craig 
James do the commentary on his own 
son’s bowl game up until the moment 
that Adam made headlines in a bad way. 
Ohlmeyer backs me up on this one—
if it is a nationally-televised game, it is 

completely inappropriate to have a rela-
tive doing the color commentary. It’s 
unfair to half the audience, it’s hardly 
unbiased, and it’s a situation that doesn’t 
lend itself to journalistic ethos.

The broadcast of the Alamo Bowl it-
self—the first time that the Texas Tech 
football team would be broadcast since 
the news of the James-Leach conflict 
broke—didn’t show any more thought-
ful decisions or reporting. There were 
statements made by the announcers 
about Leach’s character that were not 
counterbalanced by any descriptions of 
Adam James’ behavior. It violates an in-
vestigative journalism principle: When 
it comes to reporting, it’s important to 
remember that context is everything. If 
you’re telling a story, you always need to 
start at the beginning. If you don’t start 
from the first indication of the problem, 
you can’t be sure you’ve covered all of 
the relevant information. 

Maybe the resulting broadcast was 
intentionally biased as a show of sup-
port—after all, only a few days prior, 
ESPN had given Leach an open mic 
on television where he thrashed James’ 
character and reputation in front of mil-
lions of viewers. It’s not an example of 
reporting a balanced account of the situ-
ation, either, but at least it came straight 
from the horse’s mouth, no conjecturing 
or editorializing necessary. 

Given, when Leach went on record 
mouthing off about the behavior of a 
kid on his team, little editorializing was 
necessary. When it comes to credibility 
and professionalism, Leach dug his own 
grave. There’s something to be said for 
defending yourself, but there’s also some-
thing to be said for saying “no comment.” 
And, in all reality, if you defend yourself 
by making potentially slanderous allega-
tions against a kid half your age, you’re 
writing your own obituary. It’s a lesson 
that I like to think of as learning to act 
like a grown-up. There are certain things 
that society deems acceptable and just in 
the world, and embarrassing others as a 
defense mechanism is not one of them. 

Learning how to act like an adult is 
very much an acquired virtue. For ex-
ample, tact gets more valuable with age. 

Mike Leach story highlights 
importance of journalism ethics
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SEE LEWIS, page 2

LoMAX

to the
Points Rebounds Steals Assits FG %

THIS WEEK 30 17 4 4 63.2

THIS SEASON 18.3 14.9 1.9 2.7 55.4

JUDIE LOMAX STATS

athlete of the week |  Forward Judie Lomax leads the nation in rebounding 
for the second year in a row and is currently leading the league in scoring.

angela radelsecu / senior staff photographer
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