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Elementary school children 
are selling lemonade on the 
corner of Broadway and 116th. 
Nonprofits are collecting medi-
cine. Grassroots organizers are 
training educators. 

Across Morningside Heights 
and Harlem, residents have 
joined together to show their 
support for the people of Haiti, 
who are struggling in the after-
math of a 7.0 earthquake that 
caused devastation across the 
country on Jan. 12. 

Some nonprofits are prepar-
ing to send a range of supplies, 
from prosthetic limbs to baby 
food, while other merchants 
and neighborhood organiza-
tions are collecting cash to 
donate to doctors. 

“It’s amazing, because you 
know that the U.S economy is 
horrible, unemployment is 10 
percent, and yet we are able, as a 
community, to come together,” 
said Elisa Vasquez, president 
of P.A.’L.A.N.T.E., a non-profit 
in Harlem that has been gath-
ering supplies to send to Haiti 

later in the year. “The fact is 
that every little bit counts,” she 
said. P.A.’L.A.N.T.E has part-
nered with Generation Harlem, 
a youth nonprofit that is col-
lecting clothes, toiletries, and 
over-the-counter medicines to 
send to the Caribbean nation in 
mid-February or early March. 
Their plan is to support Haiti 
in the early spring and summer, 
when aid will start to dwindle 
but the need for it will not.

Marvin Bing, Jr., the founder 
of Generation Harlem, said that 
while the immediate response 
from the community has been 
great, he hopes people remem-
ber that rebuilding Haiti will be 
a long-term process.

“A lot of people maybe will 
forget in a few months,” he said. 
“We want to pick up the slack 
when things fall off. They will 
still need a lot of help.” 

So far the group has filled 
74 boxes and has even rented 
storage space to accommodate 
all the donations.

Lynette Velasco, spokes-
woman for councilwom-
an Inez Dickens, said the 

MTA scales back service cuts for M104 and crosstowns
By Maggie AStor

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

There may be a glimmer of 
hope for Upper West Side resi-
dents afraid to cross Central Park 
alone at night. 

After the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority threat-
ened to eliminate nighttime service 
on several crosstown bus lines, it 
announced changes last week to 
its proposed budget cuts, though 
some transportation advocates 
deemed the revisions insufficient.

In December, the MTA pro-
posed a sweeping slate of cuts 
to subway and bus service city-
wide, including the elimination 
of the M10 bus line, which runs 
along Central Park West, and 
the elimination of late-night 
service on the M104, which 
runs along Broadway,  the 
crosstown M96, and the M79. 
But on Jan. 22, it announced a 
scaled-back set of reductions 
that would spare nearly all those 
lines, MTA spokesperson Aaron 
Donovan said on Monday. 

While the M104 and M10 
will continue to run as usual on 
the Upper West Side, there will 
be no service along 42nd Street 
once the M104 gets downtown, 
and the M10 route will end at 
Columbus Circle. 

Public transportation ad-
vocates said they appreciated 
the MTA’s efforts to soften the 
cuts, but emphasized that even 
a scaled-back set of reductions 
would be devastating to riders. 

“It looks like there might be 
more crosstown buses avail-
able under the plan today than 
the plan still withstanding as 
of Friday. Slightly more service 
would be available overnight for 
Upper Manhattanites,” said Cate 
Contino, coordinator for the 
Straphangers Campaign, a riders’ 
advocacy group. “We still think 
the cuts are bad and are definitely 
going to hurt lots of riders. … I 
feel like they are taking a better 
tack than they were before, but 
they are still horrible cuts.”  

Straphangers Campaign staff 
attorney Gene Russianoff said 
there was little hope that the cuts 
could be averted altogether. 

“The MTA has resigned it-
self to doing these. There is no 
rescue plan,” Russianoff said. 
He called on the MTA to apply 
federal stimulus funds to lessen 
the sting for riders. 

While he said he appreciat-
ed the MTA’s “effort to limit the 
impact of the cuts,” he added, 
“Waiting longer or transferring 
to another bus—these are not mi-
nor inconveniences.

“They are not getting rid of 
it, but they are making it harder 
to use,” Russianoff said of the 
M10 and M104. 

The MTA, which faces an un-
expected financial shortfall of 
$400 million, has come under fire 
for several recent changes, includ-
ing two fare hikes. Last summer, 
the fare for a single ride increased 
from $2 to $2.25, and service was 
simultaneously reduced, a com-
bination that encouraged sub-
stantial public protest. On Friday, 
the MTA released 120 pages of 
documents of adjustments, but 
Straphangers officials said they do 
not address major concerns.

Contino said she and other 
Straphangers employees are read-
ing through the latest documents 
carefully before settling on an of-
ficial position, but, she added, 
“The judgment call is going to be 
whether we still want to call this 
doomsday, or something worse, or 
something slightly more friendly.”

Sam Levin contributed 
reporting.

maggie.astor
@columbiaspectator.com

Restaurant brings new 
tastes to Morningside
By Kim Kirschenbaum

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A Morningside Heights gro-
cery store is preparing to take on 
an entirely new business venture.

2869 Broadway, situat-
ed between The Heights and 
Pinkberry, on Broadway be-
tween 112th and 111th streets, 
will soon become the site of a 
two-floor Mediterranean restau-
rant and wine bar lounge, called 
Vareli. Under the ownership of 
current Westside Market owner 
George Zoitas, Vareli will fea-
ture two bars on an upper and 
lower level, lounge areas, and a 
wine cellar, as well as a slew of 
Mediterranean entrees.  

The concept originated in June 
2008, when Zoitas first purchased 
what was formerly Academy 
Hardware. In light of the reces-
sion, he put the retail space on the 

market but was unable to attract 
any buyers. Newmark Knight 
Frank Managing Director Ross 
Kaplan, who represented the 
Zoitas family through many of 
their real estate ventures, said that 
the building required some ren-
ovation. Zoitas did repair work, 
but was unable to get the price 
he was seeking from prospective 
tenants. Ultimately, he decided 
to hold onto the retail space and 
transform it into a wine bar.

 “I live in the neighborhood, 
and I felt like it didn’t really have 
a cozy spot because everything at 
the time was cold and pubbish,” 
Zoitas said. “There’s no reason 
anybody should leave here. It 
should be a destination spot.”

 Zoitas said he intends to 
provide a relaxing, roman-
tic atmosphere for his target 

Local nonprofits, stores join    
together to provide relief  

Harlem groups  
organize Haiti aid

jack zietman for spectator
Crossing Town  |  After budget woes threatened the nighttime service of the 
M104 and crosstowns, the MTA announced it won’t make major changes.

SEE haiti, page 2

Freedom of speech
Panelists debate the controversy 
of free speech in the global world. 

1501 SIPA, 6 p.m.

Today’s Events

Ending hunger
Have we made global progress in 
ending hunger and malnutrition? 

102 Jerome L. Greene Hall,
4:10 p.m.

Despite a slow start in round two 
of their Ivy League clash with 
Cornell, Columbia delivered two 
strong performances on con-
secutive weekends thanks to the 
efforts of star Judie Lomax and 
sharp shooter Melissa Shafer. 

Lions overcome early 
struggles against Big Red

Sports, page 2

The new exhibit at the Wallach 
Art Gallery displays the works 
of Thomas Roma, director of 
photography in the Columbia art 
department. What the photo-
graphs lack in color, they make up 
for in complexity.

Exhibit depicts vividness 
of life in black and white

A&E, page 3

Amanda Gutterman defends our 
increasingly vague vernacular.

Tell it like it is
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Center for Career Education busy during recession
By Emily Kwong

Spectator Staff Writer 

With unemployment at an all-
time high, business is booming at 
the Center for Career Education. 

Despite the economic down-
turn, job offerings through the 
CCE are at their highest in his-
tory. Still, some students question 
how effective CCE really is. 

“Have we noticed a change 
[due to the recession]? Absolutely. 
We got together and re-prioritized 
when we saw there were issues. 
Jobs are different and we have to 
work with students in a different 
marketplace,” Niamh O’Brien, the 
director of undergraduate career 
development, said. 

Career development ser-
vices have worked to bring 
seniors and alumni from a 
range of industries together 

in networking events like “Job 
Search Saturday.” 

“You’ve got to have a lot of eggs 
in your basket at a time like this,” 
said Kavita Sharma, dean of the 
Center for Career Education.

According to CCE’s numbers, 
there are over 900 active job post-
ings available on LionSHARE , 
the Columbia online recruiting 
system, at any given point during 
the semester. The positions range 
from entry-level, full-time, part-
time, to internship opportunities. 
Sharma also pointed to numer-
ous other resources for students, 
such as career fairs and industry 
panels, a vast alumni network, 
and mock interviews. 

“There are opportunities. But 
the opportunities are going to go 
to the students who are actively 
engaged in the search,” Sharma 
said. “And that is more than 

looking in LionSHARE.”
As a freshman, Joanna Phillips, 

CC ’12, took advantage of CCE 
as soon as she set foot on cam-
pus. While she initially used it as 
a place to browse for babysitting 
jobs, Phillips eventually found her 
current job as a study assistant 
in the Equipment Room at the 
Graduate School of Journalism.  

Irina Cuadra, CC ’12, found 
her internship through another 
of CCE’s services, the Columbia 
Arts Experience, which offers 
New York-based internships 
in the arts industry during 
the spring semester. “The pro-
cess was very smooth,” Cuadra 
said, describing an application 
and two-part interview pro-
cedure that landed her a job 
wokring in the archives of the 
Ballet Hispanico. “The CCE also 
helped me when I was applying 

to my summer internship at the 
Disney Studios. Even though it 
was only a10-minute walk-in ap-
pointment, the career counselor 
I met with was very helpful in 
making my cover letter as pro-
fessional as possible.” 

Senior Courtney Morrison, CC 
’10, also secured a business devel-
opment internship through the 
CCE as a sophomore, but hasn’t 
had much success through the CCE 
otherwise. Morrison has plans to 
enter the entertainment industry, 
and felt that the positions offered 
through LionSHARE and the On-
Campus Recruiting program were 
geared more towards finance and 
consulting. “For internships, they 
seem to incorporate a wider range 
of fields, but when it comes to jobs, 
I haven’t seen very many.” Cuadra 

45 /30

Today

42 / 31

TomorrowDaniel Amzallag on why Colum-
bia’s posturing on Manhattanville 
is bad news for idealists.

Fighting dirty

allie fisher for spectator
Job search |  The Center for Career Education has re-prioritized its efforts on campus in response to changing job trends during the recession. 
High unemployment rates have some students seeking the center’s resources more frequently, while others only use it once in awhile.

SEE cce, page 2

SEE mediterranean, page 2

embry owen/senior spectator staff photographer
Mediterranean |  Westside Market owner is preparing to open a new 
Mediterranean joint wedged between The Heights and Pinkberry.
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clientele of students, profes-
sors, and local residents ages 
21 to 28, and added that it will 
not be “a binge-drinking type of 
atmosphere.”

 “It’s going to be a comfortable, 
cozy place where you can come 
out ... and have a good meal and 
a nice glass of wine,” manager 
Nicholas Belegrinos said.

  And it is that type of tran-
quil environment that Zoitas 
hopes will set Vareli apart from 
other bars in the area.

 “We’re on a different level from 
The Heights—we’re not serving 
Tex-Mex cuisine or margaritas,” 
said publicist and consultant Steven 
Hall of the Hall Company, whose 
public relations company helped 
Zoitas develop his concept. “And 
as far as Campo goes, that’s a tradi-
tional pizza, pasta, antipasto place, 
and we’re not serving that either—
we’re going to be a little more en-
compassing in a way that opens up 
the boundary to represent foods 
from Spain, Greece, and parts of 
France,” Hall said.

 And while Vareli strives to 
set itself apart from other local 
bars, neighborhood businesses 

are not worried about the pros-
pect of new competition.  

 “There will be some amount 
of competition, but we don’t 
have that business model of go-
ing after another competitor,” 
Jim Ciacci, manager of Campo, 
said. “We would just increase 
promotions and change our 
business model—I anticipate 
having to change the business 
model, but that’s okay. That’s 
the nature of business.”

 The Heights likewise plans to 
keep its operation the same, de-
spite its new next-door neighbor.

 “I don’t think that just because 
another bar opens in the area, it 
means you have to change what 
you’re doing,” said Feras Samad, 
of The Heights. “We feel pretty 
strongly about our business plan.”

 Construction is complete for 
Vareli, according to Hall, and only 
the “odds and ends” and “decora-
tive touches” await completion. 
Zoitas has received all of his per-
mits, and as soon as he receives 
his liquor license from the State 
Liquor Authority, the place will 
open, which Hall anticipates will 
happen by next Friday. 

kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com

Westside owner opens 
new restaurant on B’way
mediterranean from front page

Career center busy with 
students during recession

agreed. “For the career fair I went 
too, I felt like the majority of posi-
tions were finance jobs,” she said.

Sharma stressed that the 
positions offered through 
LionSHARE were not indica-
tive of all the positions available 
through CCE and, moreover, 
available in the working world. 
“Each industry has a different 
hiring cycle, down to having 
different timelines. One of the 
reasons that you see so many fi-
nance, consulting, and technol-
ogy [jobs] in September is be-
cause that’s their time. Whereas 
if you look at our spring program 
of events, you see more from the 
not-for-profit sector and media 
employers because this is their 
cycle.” Sharma explained that 
monitoring job availability in 
accordance with a shifting mar-
ket is an important strategy for 
students looking to find the right 
job at the right time.  

For seniors, opinions differ on 
how useful the CCE is in finding a 
job post-graduation. After receiv-
ing his degree, Pedro Duran, CC 
’10, plans to work at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, continu-
ing a clinical research position he 
obtained as a sophomore through 
the Office of Preprofessional 
Advising’s pre-health sector.  “I 
think CCE is a great service, but 
I’ve never personally needed to 
use it,” he said. “It could be that 
those areas or fields of study that 
aren’t attached to an office—such 
as pre-health or pre-law—would 
need representation through the 
CCE.” Morrison also has no plans 

to use the CCE to search for an 
entry-level job, but mentioned a 
peer who continues to use their 
services after graduating last year. 
“I bumped into him at the CCE 
office. He said he was using it to 
job search, so I guess something 
[a job] fell through.” 

O’Brien said that CCE con-
tinues to offer assistance to se-
niors in the summer after their 
graduation.

Brandon Storm, CC ’12, ex-
perienced frustration with the 
CCE after waiting a month to 
speak with a counselor. “At that 
point I was more interested in 
finding a research position, 
and the counselor I finally met 
with just told me to ask indi-
vidual departments, which is 
not anything I needed to wait 
three to four weeks to hear. I 
imagine if I had asked them 
something more internship-
geared, they would have been 
more helpful.”

For Storm, resources out-
side of the CCE have prov-
en more helpful, such as the 
Office of Fellowship Programs 
and e-mails from the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs that of-
fer opportunities in the field 
of policy and non-govern-
mental organizations. “To me, 
LionSHARE is overwhelming. 
There’s forty bajillion jobs and 
I’m only interested in two per-
cent of them, whereas with 
OMA e-mails, they’re relatively 
infrequent, but whenever I hear 
from them it’s all fairly relevant 
to what I’m interested in.”

emily.kwong
@columbiaspectator.com

cce from front page

Bedbugs spread, residents 
criticize city’s inaction 

By Claire Luchette
Columbia Daily Spectator

Forget swine flu. Politicians 
have moved on to tackle a dif-
ferent ongoing health threat, but 
Purell won’t help them here. 

Bedbugs are the nasty pests now 
bothering New Yorkers at a high 
rate, and many feel the city isn’t do-
ing enough to eradicate them. 

Bedbugregistry.com, an 
independent website that al-
lows people to submit reports 
of bedbugs, has had 30 cases 
registered in New York City 
hotels and apartments in the 
past week. Within a half-mile 
of the University gates, 15 re-
ports have been posted since 
September 2009. 

The site allows residents and 
visitors of the city to report 
bedbug encounters publicly, 
perhaps to provide an outlet for 
the frustration about what City 
Council policy analyst Kihani 
Brea referred to in an e-mail as 
the “plague.”

At a January meeting of 
Community Board 7, which 
represents the Upper West Side, 
City Council member Gale 
Brewer said that 26 city agen-
cies are tackling the problem. 

In March 2009, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg signed 
legislation creating a Bed Bug 
Advisory Board, and appoint-
ments followed in September. 
Within nine months of the ap-
pointments, the board is ex-
pected to release a report on 
the prevention and treatment 
of infestations. 

The City Department of 
Health hosts a website with 
bedbug fact sheets, and the 
city began monitoring 311 calls 
related to bedbugs last April, 
according to the organization 
New York vs Bed Bugs.

Sarah Morgridge, spokes-
person for City Council mem-
ber Robert Jackson, who rep-
resents parts of Harlem, said 
that city efforts to address the 
problem have been “slow” and 
that more needs to be done. 
“It’s all about public education 
and swift eradication,” she said, 
adding that they plan to dis-
tribute large quantities of CDs 
with PowerPoint presentations 
about eradicating bedbugs. 

This idea, she said, is much 
more practical than past efforts. 

“We had a forum two years ago 
in the Hall. We distributed the 
presentation on paper … which 
is not so green, not so helpful,” 
Morgridge said.  

Education or no education, 
local residents say the bugs 
haven’t gone anywhere. 

“My friend had bugs ... They 
ate her up, but what can you do 
at a point? It’s a city, it’s packed, 
you’re going to get bugs. It’s all 
about being careful and stop-
ping the problem at the first 
clue,” said a resident of a build-
ing on 109th Street, who asked 
not to be identified to avoid 
trouble with her landlord. 

Some residents have grown 
increasingly aggravated as they 
deal with what they think is a 
lack of response from the city.  

Mark Quinn, a Morningside 
Heights resident whose build-
ing on West 109th Street, was 
listed on the bedbug registry, 
explained, “It’s so hard to get 
rid of these things, and you 
can’t ever tell where they are, 
but I’ve seen nothing done. We 
need to be aware and alert and 
the city needs to respond.” 

The Morningside Inn, located 
on 107th Street between Broadway 
and Amsterdam, has four reports 
of bedbugs listed on the site.  

Patrick Arroyo, manager of 
the Inn, said he shares the com-
munity’s frustration but added 
that management should not 
be blamed.

“The city hasn’t done a thing 
… The city is a joke with their 
approach. I take every report 
seriously and address each 
case, but the city’s going to 
have to do something, because 
bedbugs have no prejudice,” 
Arroyo said. 

Morgridge acknowledged 
that eradicating the pests is not 
a simple process. Speaking about 
bedbugs spreading, she said, 
“They travel. They’re not passed 
through contact or personal in-
teraction, but move on their own 
through luggage and furniture.”

Arroyo said he is trying to 
stop the recent outbreaks, but 
it’s a time-consuming task. He 
said, “I’ve got a guy in here 
the first of the month, every 
month, exterminating. My 
sheets are clean, clean, clean. 
I’ve done everything I can.”

news
@columbiaspectator.com
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councilwoman, who represents 
parts of Morningside Heights, is 
interested in long-term relief ef-
forts and has spoken to UNICEF 
about planning a fundraiser.

Vasquez and Bing said they 
will seek the support of local 
politicians like Dickens in get-
ting the financial assistance to 
send the supplies they have col-
lected to Haiti.

Bing said that charity and gener-
osity are characteristic of Harlem.

“Harlem being Harlem, we 
wanted to get the younger folks 
involved and have nonprofits 
come together. The Dominican, 
Spanish, and African-American 
youth in the neighborhood are 
organizing,” he said. “We want 
their recovery to be as sustain-
able as much as possible.” 

Sarah Gitlin, CC ’13 and a mem-
ber of the activists council of the 
Columbia University Democrats, 
said the club has learned firsthand 
this week how generous the neigh-
borhood is as they prepare to send 
their first $3,000 check to Doctors 
Without Borders.

They collected money solely 
from donation cans that were dis-
tributed to 120 local businesses.

Gitlin said that while smaller, 
independently operated stores 
have been enthusiastic about 
displaying donation cans, larg-
er corporate-owned businesses, 
have been unresponsive.

Still, she said, the interac-
tions with local stores have 
been positive.

“The hardest part has been 
carrying the coins. They’re so 
heavy!” she said, adding that 
they’ve gathered 75 pounds in 

spare change and hope to collect 
$10,000 in the coming weeks.

In other parts of Morningside 
Heights, neighborhood groups are 
launching alternative relief efforts.

The Border Health Mission 
of FUNTOSALUD, a Bronx-
based grassroots organization 
dedicated to providing aid and 
education to the border re-
gion between the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti, has set up 
a relief drive on the corner of 
108th Street and Amsterdam to 
fund a mission trip to Haiti.

“What we do is provide a 
more unconventional, grassroots 
way of helping people,” said Alba 
Mota, the Mission’s coordina-
tor.  “We’re asking for food and 
medicine, but we’re also bring-
ing spiritual leaders, toys, and 
educators on our trip.”

Their approach, she said, 
looks to offer “more holistic 
ways of providing aid.”

Mota stressed that 
FUNTOSALUD was different from 
other relief organizations, because 
they have spent time in Haiti and 
understand what will be effective 
within the existing culture.  

“Too much aid right now is 
being concentrated in Port-au-
Prince, and not enough in the 
country and in villages,” she said. 

Vasquez said that she was 
also planning a trip to Haiti 
with P.A.’L.A.N.T.E, and agreed 
that they should focus efforts in 
areas outside of Port-au-Prince. 
She said, “These are our broth-
ers and sisters, of course.”

Shira Poliak and Sam Levin 
contributed reporting.

news
@columbiaspectator.com

Neighborhood groups 
organize to aid Haiti
Haiti from front page

patrick yuan / staff photographer
helping Haiti  |  Local community groups have launched relief efforts 
for Haiti. FUNTOSALUD, above, is raising money for an aid trip.

It was quintessential Favre, 
except for one thing—a younger 
Brett would have run it. This Brett 
is too old, too banged-up, and 
just as cocky using his cannon of 
an arm. That play represents why 
I hope he hangs it up.

Though I wished he had 
quit two years ago, I under-
stood that he felt slighted and 
that he wanted one more shot 
at a title. Last summer, I knew 
he would not let his horrible 
last few weeks with the Jets be 
his final encore.

Having destroyed all doubts, 
there is nothing left for him to do 
but win another Super Bowl title. 
Realistically, is he going to win one? 
While he had an incredible season, 
the classic Favre magic is gone. 
Some say it’s karma. I say it’s age.

Favre is just one of many 
players who are to blame for 

Minnesota’s loss, but while most 
of his teammates will learn and 
improve, he will not. He has 
sustained an astonishing level of 
excellence and it would be sad 
to see him go the route of many 
before him. It was hard to watch 
Brett Favre seem washed-up in 
Green Bay, and equally odd to 
see him in a Vikings uniform. 
The two together might make 
my head explode.

Maybe he has another season 
like this last one in him, but I know 
that even I don’t need to see an-
other postseason interception. He 
already has that record, just like all 
of the others, and with that, it’s time 
for the greatest player of his genera-
tion to finally say goodbye.

 
Lucas Shaw is a Columbia 
College junior majoring in 

political science.
sportseditors

@columbiaspectator.com

in the rematch, leading all scorers and 
tying her career high with 30 points. 
After receiving all-Ivy first team 
honors last season, Lomax’s game 
has only improved. She followed her 
17-point showing against Cornell on 
Jan. 16 by making 12 field goals—
including several jumpers—and six 
of seven foul shots on Saturday, in a 
performance that garnered her Ivy 
League Player of the Week honors for 
the fourth time this season.

‘If we want to be successful and 
achieve the goals that we have for 
this team, then we’re all going to 
need to fill our parts,” Lomax said. 
“Free throws and outside shooting 
is something that I’m going to have 
to be able to step up and do.”

With a perfect Ivy record to de-
fend, Columbia travels to Harvard on 
Jan. 29 and Dartmouth on Jan. 30.

of Mike Dominski in the 100 
backstroke. 

A few events later, Yale’s 
Goksu Bicer, with a time of 
21.59 seconds, out-touched 
Navy’s John Tortorich at the 
wall by just 0.06 seconds in 
the 50 freestyle. 

In another close race, the 
200 backstroke was decid-
ed by just five-hundredths 
of a second, as senior Tom 
Robinson beat Navy’s top fin-
isher to the wall in 1:50.50.  

The Bulldogs racked up 
quite a few crucial points 
in the diving events, taking 
three of the top five spots 
in the one-meter dive, and 
three of the top four off the 
three-meter board. The Elis 
saw impressive performanc-
es from sophomore Colton 
Staab and seniors Drew Teer 
and Eric Olson. 

Despite their best efforts, 

Yale became the third team 
in the Ancient Eight to add 
another tally to the loss 
column. 

In the final Ivy event of the 
weekend, Princeton (4-0, 4-0 
Ivy) took on Dartmouth (1-8, 
0-6 Ivy) in Hanover and beat 
the Big Green 181-119 on its 
home turf. 

Pr inceton f reshman 
Stephen Vines barely 
squeaked past Dartmouth’s 
Mikey Brown in the three-
meter dive to start the meet. 
Vines accumulated 320.77 
points to narrowly top 
Brown’s 319.50. 

The day’s first swimming 
events saw Princeton ahead 
of the pack as well, with vic-
tories in the 200 medley re-
lay, the 400 individual med-
ley, and the 200 freestyle. Big 
Green sophomore Mickey 
Ahern swam away with first 
place in the 100 backstroke. 
Ahern won in 51.90 seconds 
before Princeton’s Travis 

McNamara could take sec-
ond in 53.67. 

Princeton’s Christopher 
Quemena quickly turned the 
tides, though, beating out 
Dartmouth’s Ben Reasons 
by a slim margin in the 
100 breaststroke. Quemena 
touched the wall in just 
1:00.32, with Reasons close 
behind in 1:00.43. 

The Tigers went on to win 
seven of the next ten events 
to take the meet, maintain-
ing their perfect record in 
the Ancient Eight and keep-
ing the Big Green stagnant at 
the bottom of the standings. 

This Friday, Harvard, 
Princeton, and Yale will face 
off in a three-day meet as the 
Crimson and Tigers both fight 
to remain the only undefeated 
Ivy team.  Elsewhere in the 
league this weekend, Columbia 
challenges Brown, Penn hosts 
West Chester and Dartmouth 
visits Orono to take on Boston 
College and Maine.

in focus from back page

Lomax 
leads team 
in points

Favre has done it all, 
time to hang it up

Princeton defeats Dartmouth 181-119
men’s swimming from back page

shaw from back page
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Eye for the unusual at 
Wallach Gallery show

By frances corry
Columbia Daily Spectator

Photography too of-
ten falls into a hackneyed 
realm of sentiments—
children holding hands, 
rolling green landscapes, 

sepia pictures of despair. 
Yet, Thomas Roma, director of pho-

tography for the Columbia art depart-
ment, does nothing of the sort in his exhi-
bition “Pictures for Books” at the Wallach 
Art Gallery. His black-and-white gelatin 
prints show familiar subjects—a pregnant 
woman, a morning at church, laundry 
hanging out to dry—yet reveal subtle ab-
surdities rather than digestible clichés.             

The photographs in the exhibition are 
arranged according to the artist’s pho-
tographic publications. Images of the 
Italian countryside are labeled after his 
book “Sicilian Passages,” the emotional 
photographs of an African-American 
church service are titled “Come Sunday,” 
and “Found in Brooklyn” displays a sym-
posium of street scenes.

Faces are rarely turned towards the 
camera, often obscured by a sheath of 
hair, an outstretched hand, or the back 
of another’s head. Only in rare group 
scenes do a human subject’s eyes con-
nect with the camera. Instead, the de-
tail of the environment is favored—
styrofoam cups in the gutter are vivid, 
signs in the distance can be read.

The subtle complexities of Roma’s 
photographs reveal incongruities to 

the viewer. At times, these intricacies 
can be amusing. In an image from 
“Come Sunday,” a large young woman 
sits under a sign for the office of the 
pastor, and while it should be a ster-
ile subject matter, her body suggests 
a sexual connotation. Another photo-
graph features a synagogue with a Star 
of David on its front—directly below 
it is a cross, seemingly made from the 
architecture of the windows.

The images are not beautiful in the 
classical sense. They are vivid, often hard-
edged, and at first glance, some may even 
seem dull. Living in New York, one sees 
a lot of trash, a lot of concrete, a lot of 
construction, and so these images can 
be easily passed by unnoticed.

“Pictures for Books,” then, has to 
be taken with time. In an image from 
“Found in Brooklyn,” an alighting flock 
of birds mimics the budding leaves on 
the tree from which it came. The back-
ground shows rows of cookie-cutter 
houses. It is a normal, beautiful repeti-
tion, but one that needs a concerted ef-
fort to be seen. Roma’s vividness seems 
to shake free of cool aloofness, because 
the things of everyday life are, in fact, 
not so black-and-white.

“Pictures for Books” is exhibited at the 
Miriam & Ira D. Wallach Art Gallery, 
on the eighth floor of Schermerhorn 
Hall, until March 27. Thomas Roma 
and MoMA curator Susan Kismaric 
will host a gallery talk at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 3.  

Courtesy of Thomas Roma
all roads lead to roma  |  Art department director of photography Thomas Roma’s 
new show “Pictures for Books” is a black-and-white exhibition of the everyday. 

By joy resmovits
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Watching the adapta-
tion of “The Picture of 
Dorian Gray” penned by 
Daniel Mitura, CC ’08, is 
like staring into a hall of 

mirrors—the effect is illuminating, but 
only sometimes exhilarating. 

“Dorian Gray,” the only novel by Victorian 
playwright Oscar Wilde, centers on art. 
It juxtaposes the stalwart, Jiminy Cricket-
like morals of artist Basil Hallward (Leif 
Huckman) with the witty New Hedonistic 
epithets of Henry Wotton (Vayu O’Donnell). 
Mitura’s production in the intimate 99-seat 
black box Kirk Theatre highlights this as-
pect, while a no-nonsense set and small en-
semble minimize other themes. 

In “Dorian Gray,” Hallward paints a 
portrait of Dorian (Wil Petre), a young 
man lauded for his beauty. After mak-
ing a fateful wish, Dorian’s face holds 
its youth while the painting’s visage ages 
along with his sordid soul.  

Mitura’s most significant decision has 
the audience standing in for the portrait—
Basil faces outward while dragging a paint-
brush through thin air. The three actors 

gawk at the audience, admiring the mas-
terpiece. Later, Dorian stares in disgust as 
he realizes the portrait is aging. In addi-
tion to forcing a more intimate connec-
tion between Dorian and his audience, 
this reminds the spectators that they only 
age while observing art, as Dorian gets to 
experience a hedonistic life. 

While not in scenes, the six actors 
linger around benches toward the rear, 
statuesque in a bluish glow. They remain 
behind a rope that evokes a museum ex-
hibition, forming yet another layer of art 
observers. Between the rope and the au-
dience lies a platform, another element 
common in showcases.  

The play, produced by Adam 
Blanshay and Columbia theater group 
NOMADS, is strongest in this emphasis 
on metatheater. Artistic self-conscious-
ness creates palpable tension. 

Basil, Henry, and Dorian gaze at the 
audience while allegedly watching a per-
formance of “Romeo and Juliet.” The ac-
tual audience laughed most audibly when 
the spurned lover Sybil Vane, portrayed 
by the vocally rich Christina Broccolini, 
enacted Juliet’s suicide unconvincingly. 
The adaptation’s—and Wilde’s—ability to 
turn tragedy into comedy is something 

to behold, and plumbs artistic questions. 
Mitura pokes fun at his own art form.  

Mitura’s intrepid “Dorian” proceeds 
with a tall IQ, highlighting the complex 
questions that have perplexed English 
majors and philosophers since Plato.  

But to those unfamiliar with Dorian, 
the EQ may not soar as high. O’Donnell’s 
Henry is smooth, but rarely exciting. He 
recites monotone truisms—one refrain 
calls the death of the past its beauty. This 
lack of dynamism perhaps intentionally 
demeans Henry’s character, but fails to 
engage novices. The minimalist setting 
exhibits the story’s timelessness, but for-
gets its popular Victorian roots. 

Petre’s portrayal of Dorian is versatile. 
One can easily trace his flipping between 
the influences of Basil and Henry by his 
changing tone of voice and posture. 

Huckman’s Basil is heart-wrench-
ing. His earnestness in advocating for 
Dorian’s goodness is more universally 
true than factually believable.  

The staging of director Henning 
Hegland, SoA ’09, is brilliant, and his po-
sitioning of the characters highlights their 
ever-changing hierarchies and attractions. 

The trick with all adaptations is pre-
serving the original author’s voice and 

plot while staging a performance that has 
more voice than a mere copy. Mitura’s play 
toes the line quite nicely until, in a new vi-
gnette, it overtakes the original text toward 
the end. Still, Mitura’s dialogue weaves in 
and out of Wilde’s original lines seamlessly. 
The play is clearly his own—and is intel-
lectually stimulating enough to make any 
Columbian proud.  

Life imitates art, art imitates audience in CC alum’s ‘Dorian Gray’ adaptation

Fighting budgetary and culinary temptations in all corners of the world
By julia halperin

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

There’s a reason there’s no direct trans-
lation of the word “cheap”  in French. 

A week into my semester abroad at 
Columbia’s Reid Hall in Paris, the en-
tire concept of my series, “Abroad on a 
Budget,” seems adorably naïve.  

My goal was to 
find innovative ways 
to experience Parisian 
culture—the food, the 
wine, the art, the fash-
ion—without entirely 
emptying my wallet. I 
would take on one as-
pect of French culture 
each week, comparing 
student-friendly cul-
tural activities in New York City with those 
in Paris and reporting on how well Reid 
Hall facilitates students’ access to culture.  

But as I type on my laptop in a café, 
sheepishly sipping the equivalent of a $5 
coffee and nibbling on an $8 panini, it 

seems my plan is in need of slight adjust-
ment. At the end of my first week, I’ve 
discovered three things about being—
and eating—on a budget in Paris.  

First, a student’s ability to save money is 
directly proportional to how embarrassed 
she is about her broken French.  

During my first three days in Paris, 
I wandered around for hours at a time, 
taking in the impressive displays of pas-
tries, cheeses, and wines in the windows 
of the specialty shops that line my neigh-
borhood’s narrow streets. 

(It is my personal opinion that food 
shop window displays in Paris are equiva-
lent to department store window displays 
in New York. Both businesses take them 
incredibly seriously, not only as effective 
ways to attract customers but also as veri-
table works of art. And in both cases, their 
main purpose is to inspire lust. It seems fit-
ting that in French, the word for window-
shopping is “faire du lèche-vitrines”—lit-
erally, “window-licking.”)    

But every time I peeled my tongue 
off the glass windows and walked into 

a store, I got so nervous about having to 
speak to the shopkeeper in French that 
I pretended to be looking for someone, 
turned around, and walked out. I hardly 
spent any money that weekend. 

After three days of subsisting entirely 
on the free orientation lunches at Reid Hall 
and whatever I could sucker my host fam-
ily into offering me, I made my second dis-
covery about eating on a budget in Paris. 
There is, in fact, one easy way to eat good 
French food without going broke.

Step one—swallow your pride and ac-
knowledge that you have a thick American 
accent. Step two—go to a patisserie and 
buy a baguette. Step three—walk down 
the street to a fromagerie and buy some 
cheese. Step four—go to a wine store and 
ask the woman behind the counter for the 
best, inexpensive red wine. Voilà, afford-
able breakfast, lunch, dinner, and drinks 
for at least one full day.  

(One caveat, however. Like any fad 
diet that relies on eating the same thing 
multiple times a day, this kind of finan-
cial diet can lead to unexpected cravings 

and hiccups. Hence the $8 panini.) 
My third discovery is a bit more trou-

bling. Although I have managed to eat 
well, visit museums, and even go out a 
few times during my first week here, I’ve 
realized how truly challenging and al-
most unfeasible it is to study abroad in 
Paris with severe monetary limitations.  

I don’t mean my own—I’m on a bud-
get like most students, but I don’t rely on 
income from a work-study job, and I can 
count on my family to help me out if I 
run out of cash entirely.  

With the value of the dollar plummet-
ing, I think it is important to acknowl-
edge that the term “budget” is relative, 
and that for many students, a cup of 
coffee—let alone a dinner out—is truly 
an unaffordable extravagance in Paris. 
Even being able to feed myself here is a 
constant reminder that this experience is 
not available to every student.  

But though I feel it is a privilege that 
I must acknowledge, it is also one I do 
not intend to squander.  

That is, until I run out of money.  

Time:  Now through Feb. 6, times vary
Place:  Kirk Theatre, 410 West 42nd 
Street (between Ninth and Tenth 
Avenues)
Cost:  $18, but $10 for Columbia 
Students with online code CUARTS.

Where It’s At

theater

art As winter break comes to a close and students are inundated with countless 
syllabi, there is always one beacon of hope—NYC Restaurant Week. Yet, with so 
many restaurants on the list, choosing just the right one can be daunting—the 
atmosphere and food are essential. On the Upper West Side, there are three excep-
tional choices that offer $24.07 lunches and $35 dinners that call out to the Co-
lumbia students, encouraging a trip down the red line and away from John Jay.

Dovetail
Dovetail, at 103 W. 77th St., is John Fraser’s first venture as proprietor and chef. Yet, 
the restaurant’s look and menu indicate the hand of an experienced restaurateur. 
Ultimately, the restaurant’s minimalist style—with its wood panels, brick columns, 
and tables covered with plain white linens—highlights attractive platings. Between 
the lunch and dinner menus, dinner choices appear superior. For an appetizer, rab-
bit mille-feuille presents something never offered around campus eateries. Duck 
confit with curry squash and hanger steak with Hen of the Woods mushrooms 
make picking a main dish difficult. Dessert has options such as almond bread 
pudding. It seems unlikely that Dovetail will disappoint adventurous eaters. 

A voce

At 10 Columbus Circle, A Voce, provides a simple, traditional Italian meal. Over 
the busy street below, diners eat while people-watching. Executive chef Missy 
Robbins,crafts dishes with uncomplicated presentations—appetizers are served on 
polished wooden plates. Although the Restaurant Week menu is beautiful, a few 
dishes stand out, such as the appetizers prosciutto danitra and duck breast with 
Montasio cheese. Main dishes seem more daring, with options like Cjalsons, a 
ricotta, pear, and walnut pasta with cinnamon and cocoa, which chef Robbins man-
ages to pull off. The only downside is that only one option is offered for dessert—a 
Meyer lemon cake with pears and mascarpone, a truly and unoriginal offering.

nougatine
Winter Restaurant Week suggestions would be incomplete without mention-
ing Nougatine, Jean-Georges Vongerichten’s restaurant at 1 Central Park West. 
Vongerichten has designed a menu sure to please both lunch and dinner crowds. 
For dinner, Nougatine deviates from the typical three-course prix fixe, featuring 
four courses with choices such as butternut squash soup, cheeseburgers, baked 
free-range chicken, and Vongerichten’s warm chocolate cake for dessert. While 
lunch has three courses, its menu offers more variety, including options like 
goat cheese fondue with pear and crystallized pecan salad and pan-roasted cod. 
With such a distinguished chef, visitors will likely leave satisfied.

courtesy of Ofer Zimdni
art on air  |  The audience is Mitura’s canvas in his adaptation of “Dorian Gray.” 

 other suggested 
participating 

restaurants on the 
upper west side

Ocean Grill (Seafood)
384 Columbus Avenue
212 579 2300
Lunch/Dinner/Sunday 
Dinner

Telepan (New American)
72 W. 69th St.
212 580 4300
Lunch/Dinner

Nice Matin (French)
201 W. 79th St.
212 873 6423
Lunch/Dinner/Sunday 
Dinner

Bar Boulud (French)
1900 Broadway (at 63rd St.)
212 595 0303
Lunch

Compass (Seafood)
208 W. 70th St.
212 875 8600
Dinner/Sunday Dinner

Abroad
on a

Budget

graphic by 
jin chen

Local choices please varied tastes

Restaurant Week makes 
choice eats financially palatable

- Matt Powell

Restaurant Week 

Winter 2010



This year, I 
made a New 
Year’s resolu-

tion more difficult 
than usual—to think 
less cynically about 
politics. While people 
tell me that col-
lege produces naïve, 
idealistic graduates—
those who venture 
into the world only to 
denounce it for all its 
moral corruption—

Columbia has made me decidedly more 
cynical. My political science major has taught 
me that self-interest is everybody’s underlying 
motive, and this intuition has been too often 
confirmed by following city and University 
controversies over the past few years.  

My resolution crumbled within the first 
few weeks of the year, as the controversy over 
eminent domain in Manhattanville escalated. 
Columbia’s reaction to the recent court ruling 
on eminent domain has been difficult to regard 
in any way but cynically. In politics, individuals 
maneuver political processes in efforts to serve 
their own advantages, and empirical evidence 
tells us that we cannot expect them to be con-
strained by concerns about ethics or costs to 
others. My error was to be optimistic enough 
to expect that a university and a university 
president would be excepted from this rule.

In line with old-fashioned strategic be-
havior, both sides of the expansion contro-
versy have done whatever was necessary to 
clinch victory. Both sides have distorted the 
truth and paid people to do it for them—
Columbia used the PR firm Sunshine, Sachs 
& Associates, and property owner Nick 
Sprayregen hired lobbyist Richard Lipsky.

Anti-expansion groups like the Coalition 
to Preserve Community call the project a 
“land-grab plan” that has succeeded due 
to a “fixed process” and “back-door deals,” 
when in truth, it is supported by almost all 
of the community’s elected officials who 
were just re-elected in November.

Endless reports of the lack of campus 
research and classroom space leave no 
doubt that the expansion is crucial to future 
students, faculty, and the global reach of 
University research. Additionally, Columbia 
has pledged hundreds of millions of dollars 
through a variety of community benefits to 
West Harlem, including affordable hous-
ing and a new charter school. Regardless 
of one’s feelings about urban development 
and gentrification, the expansion’s benefits 
package will undeniably be indispensable to 
the local community.

The tragedy—to turn idealist for a mo-
ment—is that this crucial project has been 
marred by the mismanagement of eminent 
domain. As the state moves toward an appeal 
of last month’s ruling against eminent domain, 
University President Lee Bollinger has used 
the University’s institutional might to coerce 
the Court of Appeals into a favorable ruling. 
There is no way for the community to receive 
the benefits money other than with Columbia’s 
expansion, and all the big players know it—not 
least Bollinger. As the state moves toward its 
appeal, Bollinger has threatened to halt the 
Manhattanville expansion if the court forbids 
Columbia to use eminent domain.

The absurdity of this story is in Bollinger’s 
assertion that eminent domain is a necessary 
part of the expansion plan. In truth, the prop-
erty that would be seized constitutes no more 
than 10 percent of the proposed new campus. 
University officials claim eminent domain is 

necessary to build a large underground space 
that would contain support facilities, but they 
could feasibly alter their plans accordingly, 
even if it meant added expense. Acting in the 
interests of expediency is not adequate justifi-
cation for Bollinger’s actions. 

Bollinger has essentially tied the fate of a 
West Harlem community to a judicial deci-
sion. With his comments in the media, he 
is signaling to the appellate judges that with 
an unfavorable ruling, they will deprive 
both the city of a tremendous development 
project and the community of hundreds of 
millions of private dollars. Whether or not 
the threat is credible, Bollinger is unfairly 
pressuring the judiciary into deciding a case 
on factors other than its merits.

If we are to think as cynics, Bollinger’s 
remarks are rational, strategic, and quite unsur-
prising—we might even admire him for being 
so shrewd. But—no matter how much the af-
fairs of Washington, Albany, or City Hall may 
make an onlooker cynical—it is reasonable 
to expect a nonprofit institution like a univer-
sity to take a moral stance above the political 
fray. Bollinger’s attempts at intimidation, quite 
unfortunately, make arguments about the ex-
pansion’s benefit to the community irrelevant, 
narrowing the present issue to an unconscio-
nable interference with the judiciary’s indepen-
dence. If I were an idealist, I might be outraged. 
I might expect a major educational institution 
to avoid the sordidness of the political arena 
and a world-famous legal scholar to respect the 
institutions of law. It seems like Columbia has 
once again pushed me toward cynicism. 

Daniel Amzallag is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in political science and English. 

Outside the Gates runs alternate Tuesdays. 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 

Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from diverse areas of inter-
est. Submissions should be between 700 and 900 words and express 
an opinion that does not perpetuate stereotypes or unfairly label 
groups or individuals. All writers meet with an associate editor to 
edit their submission before publication. Submissions may be sent to 
opinion@columbiaspectator.com.

For more information, come to our meeting Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Spectator office on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

by Sallie Wilson

My dad and I decided to go to Haiti 
in August of last year. We were both 
interested in doing medical mission 
work and I had recently refreshed 
my French language skills in France. 
Little did we know that we would be 
narrowly avoiding death, or at least 
tragedy, by leaving two days before 
the earthquake of Jan, 12 struck.  

We stayed with Haitian-born doc-
tors Hubert Morquette and Junie 
Hyacinthe, and worked at their newly 
built mission hospital named King’s 
Hospital in Port-au-Prince. The com-
plex included a six-story hospital, an 
orphanage with 64 children, and a 
school with 108 children.

The most eye-opening part of the 
trip was not seeing the shantytowns or 
the size of the stomach of a malnour-
ished child, but rather the repetition of 
these sights. We drove to the beach on 
the Friday of our week-long trip, again 
and again passing young children with 
stomachs that ballooned out in front 
of them due to malnourishment. Even 
at the orphanage, where the children 
were well fed, the two youngest or-
phans had enormous, bloated bellies 
from being malnourished as infants.

The top of King’s Hospital had a 
commanding view of both a suburb 
of Port-au-Prince called Delmas and 
the surrounding valley leading to 
the coast. Few buildings were more 
than one story high and a few rooms 

large—the hospital was the tallest 
building within the 360 degree view. 
Everything seemed to be falling apart 
except for the mountains.  

This is not to say that Haiti was not 
beautiful. The white sand beaches of 
Jacmel could be mistaken for many 
other beaches in the Caribbean on 
which world-class resorts build their 
reputations. The mountains were 
lush, green, and terraced. 

When I found out that the earth-
quake had hit, I was shell-shocked, 
stunned, speechless, what have you. 
Without being able to articulate it at 
the time, I felt that all the memories 
and stimulation that had painted my 
experience—the sights, the smells, 
the people, the sounds—had ruptured 
along with Haiti.  

A day after the earthquake I heard 
from Lumière Medical Missions, the 
group that had organized our trip. I 
found out that Hubert had called at 
5:30 PM after the earthquake, to say 
that no one had died and that the hos-
pital was one of the few in Port-au-
Prince that were still intact. 

Up until the earthquake, King’s 
Hospital was not open to patients due to 
a lack of funds, supplies, and staff. It is 
currently filled to over maximum capac-
ity. I have heard that Hubert and Junie 
are working furiously—performing 

surgeries on wounds and broken 
bones—and are in desperate need of 
both doctors and supplies. 

My main concerns for Haiti are 
threefold. First, the thousands of 
homeless Haitians will now have an 
even harder time finding the food, wa-
ter, and shelter we take for granted. 
Second, inmates from the prison in 
downtown Port-au-Prince escaped, 
which means there is a possibility that 
some of the pro-Aristide gangsters re-
sponsible for the violence from 2003-
2008 are now free. Third, the country 
itself already had so far to go with its 
medicine before the earthquake. Before 
the earthquake exacerbated the situa-
tion, King’s Hospital was in need of 
fund-raising to establish a beneficent 
fund to support the many Haitian pa-
tients who could not pay full price for 
necessary medical attention. With the 
attention of the world on earthquake 
relief (as it should be), Haitian causes 
have thankfully become the focus of 
charities nationwide. But to what ex-
tent will Haiti be restored?  

All we can hope is that aid and di-
saster relief efforts will establish greater 
infrastructure, rather than eliminating 
the recent and shaky stability Haiti has 
had due to an increase in police force 
and the recent capture—by President 
Préval’s government—of the leader of 
the gang responsible for the revolts.  

Haiti is not just a disaster-torn 
third-world country that deserves to 
be patronized or that deserves pity and 
energy. Keep an eye out for fundrais-
ing events on campus and contribute 
a dollar, trusting that the money will 
yield tangible outcomes. What the 
earthquake has not changed is Haiti’s 
potential to be a thriving island nation 
with an intriguing identity. Now more 
than ever it needs help to get there.  

The author is a Columbia College
junior majoring in Biology and French.

Haiti in context: 
Reactions from 
a recent medical 

volunteer

Columbia plays politics with the law

O ut si d e  t h e 
G ate s

Da n i e l 
A m z a l l ag

I remember when my 
parents realized that 
the word “like” had 

become a verbal tic in my 
speech. First, they figured 
that humiliation could 
convince me to quit my 
budding addiction cold-
turkey. “You sound like a 
Valley Girl!” they would 
say, or “Did you learn that 
from TV?” I knew that 
television could rot your 
brain, and Valley Girls, 
I had been informed, 

were dumb blondes who wanted to be Barbie. 
However, this tactic failed, so my parents mobi-
lized for a second round of the fight. Every time I 
said “like,” my Dad buzzed loudly like the buzzer 
on “Jeopardy.” In spite of these efforts, “like” won 
by attrition—you can only buzz so many times.  

On the TV show “Weeds,” city council-
woman, town drunkard, and anti-drug cru-
sader Celia Hodes explains the drug trade 
to a class of schoolchildren. According to 
Hodes, illegal substances march “like pen-
guins” out of “the ghetto” and mysteriously 
disseminate into upstanding communities 
like Agrestic, producing addiction and de-
pendency. Though Hodes’ performance is 
ridiculous on many levels—her co-presenter 
is wearing a Sasquatch suit and her audience 
is inappropriately young—she grasps at the 
fundamental way that words and expressions, 
if not drugs, spread within a society.  

“Like” functions within language as a nar-
cotic—it started in a sort of linguistic “ghetto,” 
satisfied a popular demand, and was gradually 
“legalized.”   

At its birth, “like” was tightly confined to 
the Valley Girl stereotype—distinctly femi-
nine, ditzy, and underachieving. However, the 
verbal tic has enjoyed rapid upwards mobility 
into the lexicons of the young intelligentsia 
and its former detractors. What mysterious 
underground network is responsible for dis-
seminating words from the linguistic “ghetto” 
into our Agrestic?  

As with addictive substances, words and ex-
pressions adapt their social character to satisfy a 
demand of different groups in the population that 
facilitates their spread. French sociologist and an-
thropologist Emile Durkheim explained language 
as an external social phenomenon that works 
through human beings. When we speak, it is actu-
ally speaking through us. Language is a powerful 
force that acts upon us with a distinct agenda.  

The war against “like”—staged at dinner tables 
and middle schools—failed pathetically for the 
same reason as Celia Hodes’ crusade in Agrestic. 
Its citizens, such as fellow councilman Doug 
Wilson, continue drug use due to a pressing exter-
nal need to do so—in Wilson’s case the boredom 
from living in Agrestic. Without a social need, lan-
guage would never become dependant on verbal 
narcotics. Just as a substance changes the way the 
body works, addictive expressions enable language 
to function in new ways. The demand that lan-
guage is making exposes larger trends in our social 
system. “Like” facilitates the transformation in the 

way people speak that accompanies 21st century 
politics, economics, and culture, as language insists 
upon accuracy at the cost of precision.  

The way the media cover politics changed dra-
matically over the second half of the last century. 
Public figures have entirely surrendered their pri-

vacy, which has forced them to be constantly on 
guard of what they say and do. Richard Nixon’s 
White House tapes from the Watergate scandal 
of the ’70s showed that a hidden recording device 
could catch them saying things that could dam-
age a campaign or a party—for Nixon, it was the 
ultimate evidence that led to his downfall. Bill 
Clinton’s presidency suffered in the ’90s when 
private actions were publicized, especially once 
he denied them on record. In this spirit—fear of 
inaccuracy—Clinton famously asked for a defini-
tion of the word “is.”

In a social climate where the price of inac-
curacy is political death, and where gossip blogs 
ridicule stars for inaccurate comments—Jessica 
Simpson, “Is this chicken, what I have, or is this 
fish? I know it’s tuna, but it says ‘Chicken by the 
Sea.’”—language turns to “like.” If something 
“like”-happened, did it really happen that way? If 
she “like”-said something, did she literally say it 

in those words? By using “like,” we escape being 
locked into the terms of our speech.  

Our social and economic dependence on 
technology facilitates the inward collapse of the 
American vocabulary—16,000 words per day—
but rapidly decreasing) simply because precise 
words become less and less necessary. When we 
can see any place on Google Earth, there is less 
need for language that describes precise locations. 
When we can convey messages faster and faster 
through Gchat, BBM, or text messages, there 
is less demand for words of quality—as previ-
ous generations may define it. Words themselves 
become streamlined. “Chilling” represents a hun-
dred different activities, and when we are “like-
chilling” no one else can grasp precisely what 
we’re doing—and maybe we can’t either.  

In a service economy like that of the U.S., 
people’s fields share more common vocabulary 
than they would if, for instance, each citizen were 
a different type of artisan. If this were the case, 
each person’s vocabulary would focus on precise 
words for the tools, processes, and products of his 
or her trade, making language more diverse.  

The economic, social, and political influences 
of our time create the need for a narcotic—one 
with the potency to produce a “high” that frees 
us from inaccuracy, but also a stupor that numbs 
language’s precision. So we, like, found one. 

Amanda Gutterman is a Columbia College first 
year with an intended major in anthropology or 
comparative literature and society. The Far-Side 

runs alternate Tuesdays.
opinion@columbiaspectator.com 
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english language teacher 
Improve your writing, speaking and 
reading in English. Communicate ef-
fectively in academics, business or 
everyday life. Lessons are planned to 
meet each student’s needs. Experi-
enced, certified (Cambridge Univ CEL-
TA) teacher of English as a Second 
Language. CU Master/International Af-
fairs. $30/hr. (646) 251-3640. kesls@ 
verizon.net

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org 

berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

organic chemistry
Private tutoring. Deep understanding 
assured. Experienced professor near 
Columbia. (917) 710-6049. orgoexpert 
@gmail.com

Affordable APTS FOR RENT right 
behind Lincoln Center. Rent starting 
as low as $1195/mo. (212) 769-2000.

RENOVATED UWS STUDIO
CPW/105 St. $260K; maint $410.
This apt has a separate kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances, 11 ft ceil-
ings and hardwood floors. It’s in a 
small landmark building, steps away 
from Central Park. Please note, this 
is an HDFC building with income re-
quirements. Inquire for details (917) 
434-3361.

textbooks bought and sold 
New and used, online buybacks. Buy, 
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260) 
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See 
site for other support lines.

adjuncts wanted to teach their 
subjects to students of another NYC 
college. Answer in confidence to 
mmpimn@gmail.com

network marketing $$$ 
Tremendous profits selling websites! 
Free training. No experience required. 
Watch our free video. Start this month 
for bonus $$$. Visit www.rcentsceo.
ws

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Check out tomorrow’s paper 
for a look at how the Lions’ Ivy 
League record stacks up against 
the performances of their con-
ference foes so far this season.

tomorrow

After earning first-team All-Ivy 
recognition last year, Judie 

Lomax’s encore performance 
is proving to be even more 

impressive now. 

tomorrow

Maybe it’s time 
for Favre to say 

goodbye

Sophomore guard Melissa Shafer provides instant offense from downtown

angela radulescu / senior staff photographer
Hot Hand |  Columbia was able to overcome its slow start against Cornell thanks to the hot shooting of guard Melissa Shafer off the bench.

By sarah sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

In its first game against Cornell this season, the 
Columbia women’s basketball team opened the first 
half with a quick burst of offense. The Lions (11-5, 
2-0 Ivy) scored five unanswered 
points in the first two minutes 
of action, and added six points 
over the next three minutes. 
While they experienced minor 
scoring droughts throughout 
the half, the Lions used a 9-0 
run midway through the period and solid inside-
outside play in the final seven minutes of the half 
to reach 43 points by the intermission.  

In Saturday’s rematch, Columbia got off to a slower 
start. Junior forward Judie Lomax opened the game 
with a layup for the Lions, but Columbia did not score 
again until four minutes had passed. After six minutes, 
Columbia had tallied only seven points.

While they initially struggled to put points 
on the board, the Lions eventually found their 
stride and beat the Big Red (5-10, 0-2 Ivy) by 
a comfortable margin for the second time this 

year. Columbia opened Ivy League play with a 
68-44 win over Cornell, and completed its sweep 
of the Big Red with a 68-47 victory.

“I thought that it would be a much more chal-
lenging game the second time around,” Columbia 
head coach Paul Nixon said. “Obviously, [when] 
you play a team [in] back-to-back weeks, you 
expect adjustments to be made.”

Cornell switched from a zone defense to 
man-to-man for the rematch, stifling the Lions 
early, but not for long.

Sophomore guard Melissa Shafer came off the 
bench sooner than usual for the Lions when junior 
guard Kathleen Barry injured her left hand, and she 
provided some much-needed offense for Columbia 
in the first half. Her three-pointer with 15:52 remain-
ing in the period gave the Lions their first points since 
Lomax’s first-possession layup. Shafer’s next trey—
with 13:18 left in the half—gave Columbia a 12-4 
lead. Her third and final three-pointer of the half put 
the Lions ahead of the Big Red by 18 points.

 “Wow,” Nixon said, of Shafer. “She was a 
big spark off the bench for us—I mean, tre-
mendous. … Her play was exactly what we’re 
hoping to get out of her.”

In 18 minutes of action, Shafer contributed 12 
points on four-of-five shooting from three-point range. 
After a five-point showing in Columbia’s first meeting 
with Cornell, she was one of only two Columbia play-
ers to score in double figures on Saturday.

While Shafer delivered from beyond the arc, 
it was Lomax who dominated the Lions’ offense 

By victoria jones
Spectator Staff Writer

In the swimming and diving world, this past 
weekend was a busy one for the men of the 
Ancient Eight. The weekend featured three Ivy 
League matchups as well as two meets against 
nonconference competitors. 

Harvard (6-1, 5-0 Ivy) and Brown (2-6, 1-2 
Ivy) got the ball rolling on Friday afternoon in 
Boston where the visiting Bears unsuccessfully 
tried to be the first conference foe to hand the 
Crimson a loss. In the end, Harvard edged the 
Bears out, 127-116. 

The Crimson racked up quite a few points in 
the 1,000 freestyle, with four swimmers touch-
ing the wall before Brown could break up the 
streak. Harvard’s first swimmer, senior Mason 
Brunnick, beat the field by six seconds with a 
time of 9:32.37. 

Harvard also fared well in the diving com-
petitions. In the one-meter dive, freshman 
Michael Stanton edged out Brown’s C.J. Kambe 
with 304.88 points to Kambe’s 302.55. Stanton 
placed in the three-meter dive as well, taking 
second with 313.28 points, behind teammate 
Zachary Ranta, who came out on top with a 
score of 331.88. 

Many of the afternoon’s events were tight rac-
es. The Crimson’s Nicholas Tan and Will Heyburn 
finished the 100 freestyle in 46.49 and 46.63 sec-
onds, respectively, just barely ahead of Brown’s 
Tucker Wetmore in 46.84. The Bears responded 
in the next event, when J.D. Pinto out-stroked 
Harvard’s Robert Newell by just 0.04 seconds 
with a time of 51.75 in the 100 backstroke. 

While Brown was able to put together relay 
teams to take first and third in the last event, the 
200 freestyle relay, those results weren’t enough 
to overtake league-leader Harvard. 

Apparently not fatigued, the Crimson hopped 
back into the pool the next day and trampled 
Boston University 201-99. 

Harvard started the day on top with a victory 

in the 200 medley relay and continued its success 
in the 100 breaststroke where Justin Davidson 
finished in 58.24 seconds, edging out Boston’s 
Kyle Ernst by a tenth of a second. After con-
tinuing on to take first place in the majority of 
events that followed, the Crimson headed back 
to campus with their sixth win of the year. 

Cornell was also triumphant on the road this 
Saturday, with a 152-148 win against Columbia 
(4-3, 1-3 Ivy). The Big Red (6-2, 4-2 Ivy) had 
to fight the Lions for their victory, though, as 
the meet went through several lead changes and 
came down to the last event. Unfortunately for 
the Light Blue, the Big Red’s A- and B-teams in 
the 400 freestyle relay stole away second- and 

third-place points to take the meet in front of 
Columbia’s homecoming crowd. 

Yale, too, found itself on the wrong side of a 
close decision this weekend against Navy. In what 
was nearly a major upset, the Bulldogs came up 
short by just ten points, with a final score of 152-
142. The loss puts Yale’s overall record just below 
.500 at 3-4, 1-3 in the Ancient Eight. 

The Elis started out strong against Navy’s 
fierce competition, taking first in the 200 med-
ley relay to begin the meet. It would be anoth-
er three events, though, before Yale took their 
next victory, a 52.17-second win on the part 

diana wong / senior staff photographer

Up against it |  After losing a heartbreaker to Cornell last weekend, the Light Blue will have work to do 
if it wants to keep pace with league rivals Harvard and Princeton, both undefeated in Ivy competition.

Harvard, Princeton impressive in Ivy League competition

The editors’ picks for the 
week ahead

What to 
Watch

Lakers vs. Celtics, Sunday, Jan. 31, 
3:30 p.m., Boston, MA

Knicks vs. Raptors, Thursday, Jan. 28, 
7:30 p.m., New York, NY

Columbia vs. Harvard, Friday, Jan.  29, 
7 p.m., New York, NY

The oldest rivalry in the NBA takes center 
stage this weekend as Kobe and the 

Lakers head to Boston to face Garnett and 
the Celtics.

The New York Knicks will be hosting the 
Toronto Raptors later this week. The Raptors 
are looking to continue their hot streak after 

upsetting the Lakers on Sunday. 

The Columbia men’s basketball team will host 
Ivy rival Harvard this Friday. The Lions will 
look to get back on track after losing big to 

the Big Red.

NATIONAL:NEW YORK:COLUMBIA:

Dear Brett Favre,
Please retire.

Sincerely,
A loyal member of 

your constantly dimin-
ishing fan club.

When Brett Favre 
first “retired,” he was 
one of the most rec-
ognizable and beloved 
football players in the 
world. His southern 
twang off the field made 
him seem like a regular 
guy you’d meet in a bar, 
and his consecutive-

games streak on it transformed him into the 
ultimate iron man, playing arguably the nation’s 
toughest sport.

At the time, I wanted him to stay retired—not 
because I’d had enough of him, but because I 
wanted his legacy to remain pristine.

Now, two years later, he will never quite be 
what he could have been. He has alienated most 
of the Green Bay faithful, every Jets fan, and many 
others to boot. To them, the sport’s ultimate team 
player turned into its biggest egotist.

However, this is still Brett Favre—one of the 
five greatest quarterbacks of all time and one of 
the toughest players to ever lace up his cleats. As 
much as some may dislike him, he has another 
chance to go out on top—or as close to it as he 
can get. Again, I will hope that he does.

Full disclosure: Brett Favre made me a pro foot-
ball fan. I’ve loved the Dodgers, Lakers, and UCLA 
Bruins since birth, but football? Los Angeles has 
no team, and when your college football team’s top 
pro prospect of the decade was Cade McNown, 
well, you have to look elsewhere. My dad never 
had a problem as a lifetime University of Southern 
California football fan. Me? I watched Brett Favre 
lead the Packers to a Super Bowl when I was six 
years old and never looked back.

That being said, even if I didn’t have an over-
sized man-crush on him, Favre should have had 
the right to be the Packers starting quarterback 
forever. He had a “lifetime pass.”

This applies not just to football players, but to 
all team sport athletes who have been the face of 
various franchises for years, players who people 
associate with the franchise, and not vice versa.

Brett Favre was one of those players. Green Bay 
has always been a historic organization, but he 
put the Packers back on the map. He won a Super 
Bowl, seven division titles, three straight MVP 
awards—the list goes on. What’s more impressive 
is that he did it all without ever having as good a 
supporting cast as he did this year in Minnesota.

When Green Bay decided to force him out to 
ensure Aaron Rodgers would not leave, I under-
stood it from a football standpoint. I had seen 
enough of Rodgers at UC-Berkeley to know he 
was special. I was baffled when so many teams 
passed on him in the first round, and downright 
giddy at the thought of him as Favre’s successor. 
Yet, I was still enraged when the Packers treated 
Favre like any other player.

I would have probably understood had Favre 
been awful the year before, as he had been in 2005 
and 2006. Those two years, Favre seemed to have 
finally lost it—47 interceptions, sub-75 passer 
ratings and a career-low completion percentage 
in 2006. Still, Favre came back with a vengeance 
in 2007, throwing for more than 4,000 yards, 
completing 66.5 percent of his passes, upping 
his touchdown totals, and even cutting back a 
little on interceptions. When the most important 
person to your franchise since Vince Lombardi is 
still playing well enough to be named an All-Pro, 
you do not kick him out the door.

Some critics say Favre forced his way out to 
get to Minnesota, but I believe that desire arose 
later. Green Bay had just been in the National 
Football Conference Championship Game, and 
as everyone should be able to see, all Favre has 
ever wanted is to win.

Two years later, Favre is no longer Green 
Bay’s prodigal son. However, in every other re-
spect he faces a nearly identical decision as the 
one he made two years ago.

Once again, Favre is coming off a renaissance 
season. Not even I thought he had so much left 
in the tank, posting his first ever season with a 
passer rating over 100.

In doing so, he has answered any lingering 
questions about his ability at age 40 and proven 
that his struggles down the stretch last season 
were injury-related. While his supporting cast 
was excellent, that can only make one wonder 
what numbers he would have posted had he 
played with such skill players in his prime.

Nonetheless, like in his 2007 season, he’s 
coming off a bruising championship game loss, 
one that ended with a trademark Favre inter-
ception—on-the-move, across his body, to the 
middle of the field.

In  t h e
Ref r i ger ator

L u c as
Shaw

In
Focus

SEE in focus, page 2

SEE men’s swimming, page 2

SEE SHaw, page 2

graphic by hannah d’apice
study the stats |  Despite first half troubles in game 
two, the Lions were able to complete the sweep.

Lions overcome slow start in weekend victory
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