
BY CHELSEA LO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

 The Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation will open a new 
academic center in the ground 
floor of the School of Social 
Work, a space that has sat empty 
since 2004.

The University plans to be-
gin interior renovations in the 
space for the new Center for 
Global Design and Development 
this summer, with tentative 
completion scheduled for fall 
2012, according to an email from 

University spokesperson Victoria 
Benitez. 

 “GSAPP’s Center for Global 
Design and Development will 
be a state-of-the-art venue for 
reflection, research, and debate 
on the future of cities in the age 
of globalization,” Benitez said 
in the email.

The space, which has been 
empty since the School of 
Social Work on 121st Street 
opened in 2004, was originally 
slated for retail use. 

In September, the University 
announced that it was unable 
to lease the 7,000 square foot 

space and would hold onto it 
for University purpose.

Any extra space is welcome 
news, said Bryce Suite, a sec-
ond-year student in GSAPP. He 
said he and his peers have been 
feeling cramped in their cur-
rent studios on campus.

“They shaved off an inch of 
each desk about a year ago to 
fit in another row of chairs and 
computers,” he said “It’s annoy-
ing, we really have no place else 
to go.”

Suite said finding enough 
space is a constant issue.  
Currently, GSAPP is located in 
Avery Hall, but it also shares 
space in adjacent or nearby 
buildings like Fayerweather 
and Buell Halls, which can be 
a hassle when students have to 
carry their models with them.

Shaikha Almuvaraki, a 2010 
graduate of GSAPP and a cur-
rent student in the Advanced 
Architectural Research pro-
gram, said she hopes the new 
center will extend the research 
materials offered at the Avery 
Architectural & Fine Arts 
Library.

“It’s really good now, but 
additional research resources 
would be great,” she said of 
Avery.  

While it’s not clear wheth-
er the new center will house 
space for research labs and 
studios, GSAPP Dean Mark 
Wigley said it will encourage 
innovation.  

“This unique space will draw 
all disciplines together into a 
whole new kind of conversa-
tion about our rapidly chang-
ing physical and intellectual 
world,” Wigley said in an email.

Larry Levi, one of the manag-
ers of the Apple Tree Market one 
block away, said he’s not particu-
larly disappointed that the space 
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BY HENRY WILLSON
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

According to a study pub-
lished recently by Columbia’s 
Mailman School of Public Health 
95 percent of the survivors who 
escaped from the World Trade 
Center continued to exhibit 
symptoms of Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder two to three years 
after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Dr. Sandro Galea, chair of 
the department of epidemi-
ology at the Mailman School, 
said this study is the first to 
specifically examine PTSD in 
those who narrowly escaped 
the crumbling towers; previ-
ous research has detailed the 
lingering effects on rescue 
workers or those who lived or 
worked near the towers. 

Galea defined PTSD as the 
reoccurrence of nightmares and 
intrusive memories in which 
subjects relive the traumatic 
event, hypervigilance and per-
petual anxiety, and avoidance of 
places or scenarios that trigger 
memories of the event. 

Galea, the senior author of 
the study, said he and fellow re-
searchers from the New York 
City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene and the feder-
al Agency for Toxic Substances 
Disease Registry also uncov-
ered “unexpectedly clear find-
ings” on surprising risk fac-
tors for those in their sample 
population who developed the 
condition.  

Notably, the researchers 
found a strong connection 

BY FINN VIGELAND 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

A Columbia alumnus has giv-
en the school $10 million to es-
tablish an interdisciplinary cen-
ter for the study of business and 
law, the University announced 
in a press release Monday.

The Richard Paul Richman 
Center for Business, Law, and 
Public Policy, donated by a 
foundation run by Richard Paul 
Richman, Law ’72 and Business 
’73, will open in July.

Business School Dean Glenn 
Hubbard, Business School 
professor Chris Mayer and 
Law School professor Edward 
Morrison will be the center’s 
three directors, according to 
Jane Trombley, the Business 
School’s Director of Public 
Relations.

The center will be unique in 
that “we plan to publish both 
empirically-grounded academ-
ic research but also policy pa-
pers grounded in our academic 
research,” Morrison said.

The donation, from the 
Richard Paul and Ellen S.  
Richman Private Family 
Foundation, also partially funds 
two new professorships: one in 
the Business School and one in 
the Law School. Richman said 
that $3 million of his donation 
will go towards establishing 
these new posts, with an addi-
tional $3 million coming from 
an outside matching donation 
to each school.

Richman said the center was 
formed to address the intercon-
nected nature of the current 

studies of law and business.
“It’s hard to think of some-

thing where having a business 
and law education wouldn’t be 
helpful,” Richman said.

Richman said it is very dif-
ficult to isolate issues in public 
policy and study them indepen-
dently of other disciplines. 

 “Two of the hottest issues in 
the last Congress were finan-
cial regulation and health care,” 
he said. “I don’t care what your 
viewpoint is of those subjects, 
it’s almost impossible to even 
try to attempt to reform either 
one without addressing the le-
gal nature of the problem.”

The deans of the Law and 
Business Schools have been 
interested in integrating their 
respective curriculums beyond 
the existing three-year J.D.–
M.B.A. degree for a long time, 
according to Richman.

“The whole concept [of the 

Owner of Floridita files injunction against CU
BY ABBY MITCHELL

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Ramon Diaz, the owner of a 
popular Cuban restaurant that 
closed for repairs in April, ap-
peared before Community 
Board 9 last Tuesday and an-
nounced that he had filed an 
injunction against Columbia.

LaQuita Henry, chair of 
the Economic Development 
Committee for CB9, had invit-
ed Diaz to give an update about 
Floridita, a restaurant owned by 
his family since 1965. 

For over two years, Diaz 
had negotiated with Columbia 
over his longtime location on 
125th Street and Broadway, 
part of the University’s planned 
Manhattanville expansion. In 
October, he signed a lease on 

a Columbia-owned building at 
the corner of 12th Avenue and 
125th Street and in October he 
agreed to relocate.

According to Diaz, when 

he took over the new build-
ing he was faced with a variety 
of problems, including loose 
asbestos from insulation and 
construction debris. Diaz filed 
a formal complaint last week.

CB9 members said they were 
shocked to hear Diaz’s account 
and many in attendance called 
for an immediate resolution in 
support of Diaz in his efforts to 
renegotiate with Columbia.

Two days later, at the gen-
eral board meeting of CB9 on 
Thursday, support for Floridita 
was one of the 10 resolutions 
up for a vote.

“I was kind of surprised by 
the whole process,” Diaz said. “I 
wasn’t thinking that they would 
be voting on anything.”KATE SCARBROUGH/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RENOVATIONS  |   The University will begin renovations on the 
ground floor of the School of Social Work this summer.

BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE
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VEG OUT  |  SoA’s pop-up Winter Lounge offers an artsy but calming escape for stressed students. SEE SCHOOL, page 2

SEE DIAZ, page 2

Lacking representation, our 
generation is left without a voice.

Leading our country

The New York chain’s new 
Northwest Corner Building location 
offers menu and drip coffee bar 
innovations but might have missed 
the mark on atmosphere.

Joe the Art of Coffee 
is hot and cold so far
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Today

40°/ 29°

Tomorrow

39°/ 29°

Alum donates $10 
million to fund center

New study 
says WTC 
evacuees
show PTSD

Architecture center to move into Social Work 

Join the Africa Diaspora Literary 
Society for a spirited discussion. 

106 Hartley Hall, 8-9:30 p.m.

Violence: Shit, Vomit 
and the PitColumbia needs ROTC to create the 

next group of leaders.

Snookin’ for a book 
deal
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PUBLIC VOTE  |  Ramon Diaz, longtime owner of Floridita in Manhattanville, described problems 
with the building where his restaurant was asked to relocate by Columbia, at a recent CB 9 meeting.  

The interdisciplinary center 
will join Law and Business 

SPORTS, BACK PAGE

Junior guard Noruwa Agho struggled  
from the floor this weekend, but that 
does not mean he didn’t help his team. 
Agho is in the top ten in the league in 
six different statistical categories.

Agho contributes with 
more than just points

SEE RESEARCH, page 2

“It’s hard to think 
of something 
where having a 
business and law 
education wouldn’t 
be helpful.”

—Richard Paul Richman, 
Law ’72, Business ’73

“If there is a 
problem with a 
business or an 
individual, it  is their 
[the board’s] job to 
see if they can do 
something about it.”

—Ramon Diaz, 

owner of Floridita  

SEE GSAPP, page 2



PAGE 2 			    NEWS / SPORTS			  		  JANUARY 25, 2011

between a subject’s socioeco-
nomic status and his or her 
chance of developing PTSD. 
Survivors with annual in-
comes of under $25,000 were 
eight times more likely to 
suffer from PTSD than those 
with annual incomes of over 
$100,000.

“It’s very controversial in 
the field whether or not socio-
economic status is associated 
with risk for mental illness,” 
Galea said. “It has not been 
clear, until now, that there is 
such a clear dose response be-
tween income and PTSD.”

Galea said this relation-
ship could be attributed to the 
lack of access to mitigatory 
resources, like healthcare or 
counseling, or to “cumulative 
psychosocial stress” among 
low-income populations.

Researchers also found 
survivors were more likely to 
develop PTSD if they escaped 
from higher floors, sustained 
an injury during the attack, 

were caught in the dust cloud 
that resulted from the towers’ 
collapse, witnessed a traumat-
ic incident, or took longer to 
evacuate the towers.

According to Dr. Galea, 
the study, published in 
the American Journal of 
Epidemiology, has several im-
plications for policy makers. 
In addition to reinforcing the 
need to pay particular atten-
tion to the conditions of low-
income survivors of disasters, 
and the need for awareness of 
the long-term nature of PTSD 
symptoms, the study also “sug-
gests … that there should be no 
doubt in anybody’s mind any-
more that an evacuation for no 
reason is much better than de-
layed evacuation just in case.”

The prevalence of PTSD 
found in the study is “pretty 
high,” said Dr. Galea. “But, 
then again, there’s never been 
an event like this, so it’s hard 
to know what to benchmark it 
against.”

henry.willson
@columbiaspectator.com

joint degree] is that in order to 
facilitate the program, there’s 
going to have to be classes that 
are relevant to both law and 
business at the same time,” 
Richman said, adding that his 
joint degree has been a major 

asset. “The center gives us the 
ability to create law–business 
courses that can be specially de-
signed and available for law or 
business students who may not 
even be in the joint program.”

Richman chairs the Richman 
Group, one of the country’s 
largest owners and developers 

of rental housing.
Morrison said the center 

will make use of the intel-
lectual capital of the greater 
New York area to bring to-
gether leaders from the law, 
business, and financial worlds 
and the faculty at the Law and 
Business Schools to address 

“‘after-the-crisis’ kind of 
questions.”

“So much of the work has 
been in diagnosing the crisis 
and in immediately respond-
ing to it,” Morrison said, refer-
ring to the financial crisis that 
began in 2007. “The center will 
surely touch on those issues, 

but one of the broader agen-
das is to think about what the 
future holds. How do we avoid 
those crises in the future?”

“Faculty at the both the 
Business School and the Law 
School share a commitment to 
addressing the complex chal-
lenges found at the intersection of 

their disciplines, and the Richman 
Center will undoubtedly be a valu-
able source of innovative schol-
arship and real-world solutions 
in the years ahead,” University 
President Lee Bollinger said in 
the press release. 

finn.vigeland
@columbiaspectator.com

Mailman study says 95% of WTC evacuees 
exhibited PTSD in years following attacks

Alum’s gift will fund center for Law and Business schools

Architecture 
school to 
expand into 
School of 
Social Work

However, despite vocal 
support from members at the 
Tuesday meeting, the resolu-
tion was not passed.

A University spokesperson 
said they could not yet offer 
comment on the injunction on 
Monday.

CB9 Treasurer Anthony 
Fletcher, one of the first to ob-
ject, said the Community Board 
should not advocate for any 
particular business.

“I have a lot of clients who 
would love the Community 
Board’s support,” he said.

CB9 member Savona Bailey-
McClain also voted against the 
resolution.

“A lot of new members do 
not understand our bylaws,” she 
said. “We are a quasi-govern-
mental organization, so we can-
not offer preferential treatment 
to one business over another.”

Diaz said he does not see 
formal support from the 
Community Board as favoritism.

“The board is supposed to 

represent the community,” 
Diaz said. “If there is a problem 
with a business or an individ-
ual, it is their job to see if they 
can do something about it.”

Despite a slim vote against 
him, many Community Board 
members said they will con-
tinue to support Diaz.

Walter South, a CB9 mem-
ber and urban planner who 
voted in favor of the resolu-
tion, said that he anticipates 
that the issue will be reintro-
duced and continue to be dis-
cussed by the board. CB9 chair 
Larry English said at both 
meetings that he intended to 
call the University to discuss 
Diaz’s complaints.

“The ones [Community 
Board members] I’ve known 
for years, they still support me 
and what we’re trying to do,” 
Diaz said, adding that he was 
not discouraged by the vote and 
will continue to pursue the in-
junction with or without the 
board’s support. 

 abby.mitchell
@columbiaspectator.com

CB9 members vote against 
resolution to support Diaz
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11 points, 11 boards, and five 
assists while also committing 
seven turnovers. Yale was led 
by the frontcourt of freshman 
Jeremiah Kreisberg and ju-
nior Greg Mangano. Kreisberg 
scored 13 points on 5-for-7 
shooting to go along with eight 
rebounds. Mangano played 
one of his best defensive games 
of the season—pulling down 
12 boards and protecting the 
paint with seven swats—while 
also leading the Bulldogs with 
17 points on 7-for-13 shooting.

harvard 59, dartmouth 50
The Big Green (4-12, 0-2 

Ivy) traveled to Cambridge 
this weekend hoping to snap 
a four-game skid against the 
red-hot Crimson (13-3, 2-0 
Ivy), who was looking to win 
its sixth consecutive game. 

Dartmouth appeared poised 
to pull of the upset, hold-
ing a 12-point lead with 15:36 
left in the second half, only to 
give up 10 straight as Harvard 
pulled to within two points 
with just over 10 minutes re-
maining. Harvard was given 
18 more free throw attempts 
than Dartmouth and was 
whistled half as many times 
as the Big Green. Sophomore 
guard R.J. Griffin had the hot 
hand for Dartmouth with 20 
points on 7-for-9 shooting. 
Freshman Laurent Rivard led 
the Crimson with 13 points 
(4-for-11 shooting), and three 
others scored 12 points: ju-
niors Keith Wright and Oliver 
McNally, and sophomore 
Brandyn Curry. McNally also 
had eight rebounds, while 
Wright added seven.

Temple 73, Pennsylvania 56
Penn (6-8, 0-0 Ivy) 

visited the Temple Owls (13-
4) at the Liacouras Center. 
The Quakers’ road woes con-
tinued as they failed to grab 
a win for the fourth straight 
time. The Owls—who upset 
No. 10 Georgetown earlier in 
the season—used sharp shoot-
ing and smothering defense 
to defeat the Quakers in this 
lopsided victory. Penn turned 
the ball over 23 times, getting 
pick-pocketed on a whopping 
14 occasions. These turn-
overs, compared to only 13 
by Temple, were only part of 
the problem for the Quakers, 
as their defense allowed 
Temple to shoot a lights-out 
27-for-52 (51.9 percent) from 
the field. The Quakers nearly 
shot their average, going 44.6 
percent from the field (19-for-
43), but they were blocked 
nine times. The high man for 
Penn was senior guard Tyler 
Bernardini, who scored 17 

points on 5-for-14 shooting 
from the field. Junior guard 
Zack Rosen was anything but 
his usual self as he was held 
to seven points on four shot 
attempts—well below his av-
erage (15.4 points per game). 
Freshman Miles Cartwright 
also struggled, managing to 
make only two of his 10 field 
goal attempts.

pennsylvania 73, st. joseph’s 61
Penn concluded its six-

game road trip with a trip to 
the nearby St. Joseph’s Hawks 
(5-14). Strong performances 
from key players, along with 
a perfect night from the free 
throw line (15-for-15), allowed 
the Quakers to stop their four-
game losing streak, and end 
the treacherous road trip on 
a good note. Penn’s defense 
performed well, holding the 
Hawks to 5-for-20 from three-
point range and picking up 10 

steals. Tyler Bernardini contin-
ued his recent success by post-
ing his fifth straight game in 
double figures, scoring a game-
high 27 points. Bernardini 
also made five 3-pointers and 
stole the ball three times. Zack 
Rosen showed why he’s the 
leader of this team by scoring 
17 points, dishing out five as-
sists, and recording four steals. 
Miles Cartwright was also in 
double figures with 11 points. 
The Quakers finally appear to 
be back on track and ready to 
head home to take on Yale in 
their first Ivy League game of 
the new campaign.

princeton 73, new jersey 40
The Tigers (12-4, 0-0 Ivy) 

played the New Jersey Lions 
(3-14) at home on Sunday 
in their first game since 
Jan. 5. Princeton showed no 
signs of rust as they held the 
Lions to their season low (40 

points)—winning by 33 despite 
having only a nine-point lead 
at the half. The Lions were 
unable to score a 3-pointer on 
five attempts as the Tigers’ 
defense dominated. Princeton 
also dominated on the offen-
sive end, which allowed it 
to rest its starters for much 
of the game. The game was 
controlled in all aspects by 
Tigers senior forward Kareem 
Maddox, who put forth a stel-
lar performance despite play-
ing only 22 minutes. Maddox—
who has posted two 30-point 
games—scored 21 points on 
near-perfect shooting (9-
for-10) while grabbing 12 re-
bounds and blocking three 
shots. The Tigers’ lopsided 
victory allowed them to play 
15 players during the game.  
This rotation will ensure that 
Princeton’s top performers are 
raring to go as the defending 
champions enter Ivy play. 

little different [than Green]. 
He’s not quite as athletic, but 
he’s a good defender and a very 
good all-around player.”

Feldmann had a lesser impact, 
but he gave Smith some much 
needed minutes in the frontcourt 
when he clearly did not want 
Ampim back on the court yet.

Road Swing
Smith got his first Ivy road 

game out of the way in the best 
possible fashion, but the sched-
ule only gets tougher from here. 
The Lions start a four-game-road 
swing this Friday, and up first is 
the consensus pick for this year’s 
crown—the Harvard Crimson.

Smith has already joked 
about the amount of attention 
the Crimson has been getting, 
and it doesn’t seem that the 
Lions see a special importance 
in this Friday’s game. 

“They are obviously a really 
good team,” Agho said. “But we 
give everyone the same respect. 
Respect everyone, fear no one.”

Maybe that is because 
Dartmouth, who the Lions play 
on Saturday, has given Columbia 
as many problems as Harvard of 
late. Each of the past two years, 
the Lions were swept on this 
road trip, and last year the loss 
at Dartmouth gave the Big Green 
its only win in league play. 

Dartmouth remains winless in conference play, Penn back on track

Saturday’s win 
a true team 
effort

AROUND THE LEAGUE 
from back page

IN FOCUS from back page

JASPER L. CLYATT / SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

VERSATILITY |  Agho contributed on Saturday with six rebounds, four assists, and a steal.
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Basketball icon indicates Agho’s position in the Ivy League

GRAPHIC BY JEREMY BLEEKE

DANNY FELDMANN
YEAR: SEAS ’14 
POSITION:  Forward
HOMETOWN:  Jefferson City, Missouri 
IN 2010-11:
Made season debut against Union
Played 10 minutes off the bench and scored four points on 2-for-3 
shooting and added a rebound
Two defensive rebounds in two games COURTESY OF COLUMBIA 

ATHLETICS

YEAR: CC ’14 
POSITION:  Guard
HOMETOWN:  Nashville, Tennessee 
IN 2010-11:
Made season debut with 14 minutes off the bench vs. Union
Tallyed one point, two assists, and a steal against Union
Two defensive rebounds in two games

COURTESY OF COLUMBIA 
ATHLETICS

MEIKO LYLES

will be going toward academic 
rather than retail purposes.

“I don’t think it really has any 
effect on me at all,” he said, add-
ing that any increased foot traf-
fic, whether from the planned 
center or a new restaurant, 
might actually help existing re-
tail along Amsterdam Ave.  “I 
guess another restaurant would 
be nice, but I don’t know if this 
neighborhood could support 
another restaurant.”

Almaz Ghebrezgabher, 
who manages the Massawa 
Restaurant down the block, 
said the University’s decision 
also makes no difference to her.

“Bringing a store is good, 
bringing a school is good,” she 
said.  “Everything’s beautiful 
for me.” 

chelsea.lo
@columbiaspectator.com



BY DEVIN BRISKI
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Until yesterday, Jan. 24, it was dif-
ficult to find a Morningside cappuc-
cino with heart, or a heart, or a rosetta 
for that matter. But starting on a five-
degree Monday morning, baristas at 
Joe the Art of Coffee bring their foam 
designs and crafted artisanal drip cof-
fee to the recently opened Northwest 
Corner Building.

The cafe, which, according to 
owner Jonathan Rubinstein, is part of 
Columbia’s attempt to make the new-
ly opened Northwest Corner Building 
a campus life center, also looks to fill 
a new niche in the mixed-reviewed 
Morningside coffeehouse scene.

“They [Columbia] wanted us to be a 
general hub on campus and attract a lot 
of energy from the moment it opens to 
the moment it closes,” Rubinstein said.

The small chain’s downtown rep-
utation seems to have preceded its 
opening—students and faculty mem-
bers crowded the cafe and sitting space 
at every transitional time period on 
Monday while a few quiet readers 
and snackers populated the cavernous 
room in between.

A warm and inviting Rubinstein sur-
veyed the developing social scene as his 
sister, Gabrielle Rubinstein, operated 
the order-taking, future-is-now iPad 
and explained the drip bar philosophy 
to curious undergraduates. The duo’s 
parents also lent moral support, chat-
ting up customers as early as the 8 a.m. 
opening time.

Nate Bice, a second-year philosophy 
Ph.D. student in the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences, spoke on behalf 
of the graduate student community: 
“I think our department will be here 
quite a lot.”

However, Margot Kulkarni, SEAS 
’11, had her doubts about the scene. 
“I like their coffee more [than other 
Morningside cafes] but I don’t know 
how much I’d actually study here,” she 
said, citing the possibility of noise.

The Northwest Corner spot seats 
60-70 people—a departure from Joe’s 
other intimate, 20-person capacity 
locations. The atmosphere is Apple-
Store-meets-federal-building, with an 
overwhelming marble interior, a mod-
ern panoramic window, and a white-
on-white color scheme. The intimi-
datingly large five-person tables and 
lack of easily accessible outlets, in 
addition to the austere atmosphere, 
make Joe unlikely to supplant Butler 
Cafe or even Hungarian Pastry Shop 
as a friendly haven for those studying 
alone. The architecturally and ther-
mally chilly interior misrepresents the 
cafe’s warm, neighborhood-oriented 
approach to business. More in line with 
this, Rubinstein aims to incorporate 

Joe into the Columbia community 
with a unique focus on coffee educa-
tion. “Introduction to Java” takes on a 
new meaning with the cafe’s free cup-
ping classes for proper coffee prepara-
tion—the first of which is this Friday, 
Jan. 28, at 6 p.m.

“We feel like it’s a really great oppor-
tunity to teach a new population about 
what sustainable practices are and what 
artisan coffee is,” Rubinstein said. “That 
should be part of our mission as well, 
not just be a for profit business, but also 
be a part of our community.”

This location also features a number 
of innovations in the New York chain’s 
repertoire: a first-ever savory menu and 
a prominent drip coffee bar. In addition 
to its mass-brewed house blend, Joe of-
fers hand-crafted, single-cup drip cof-
fee in four blends.

“Espresso’s hugely important to us 
by all means, but we think this is equally 
as sexy and important,” Rubinstein said.

As for the savory menu (to be rolled 
out next week), Rubinstein called upon 
Iris Cafe owner Rachel Graville to cu-
rate a selection to beat the expectations 
of cafe food. “My biggest nightmare 
when I think about coffeehouse food 
are pre-wrapped turkey sandwiches,” 
Graville said.

The sandwiches range from $4 
to $8 and recall a lunchbox flavor 
scheme—but with a twist of sophis-
tication. “My general style is doing 

classics, or things that people know 
of,” Graville said, “but doing them 
with really high-quality ingredients 
in a way they may not have thought 
of.” One of her favorites is a simple 
tuna salad sandwich that uses olive oil 
instead of mayonnaise and a chopped-
up egg. “It’s sort of like a salad niçoise 
on a sandwich,” Graville explained.

The breakfast and pastry menu 
Graville envisons is based around sim-
ple flavors that pair well with Joe’s dis-
tinctive blends. She points to a simple, 
not-too-sweet brioche bun aimed at 
highlighting the nuances of a simple 
cup of black coffee.

The cafe’s oatmeal also follows this 
logic. “A lot of times people talk about 
picking blueberry flavor in coffee ... so 
our oatmeal will be a blueberries-and-
cream oatmeal with honey and steamed 
milk,” Graville explained.

Though the cafe has yet to reach its 
full morning munchies glory, it already 
seems on its way to establishing cult 
status among a sector of Columbia’s 
population. Should the University’s 
vision of Northwest Corner as a thriv-
ing campus center come to fruition, it 
would represent the slow uptown crawl 
of Columbia’s focus.

But for now, Graville is primarily 
concerned with planning Joe’s spring 
menu: “Jonathan and I see eye to eye on 
a lot of things, and we like to have fun 
with it,” Graville said. 

BY LUDOVICA PAGNI
Columbia Daily Spectator 

As temperatures continue to go 
down and new schedules pick up, stu-
dents need someplace cozy to take 
shelter before moving, once again, into 
good old Butler. For exactly this rea-
son, the School of the Arts opened up 
its Winter Lounge on Jan. 18, a space 
where students can chill, read, enjoy 
movie screenings, and even take yoga 
classes to release back-to-school stress. 
The lounge is located in Dodge Hall’s 
LeRoy Neiman Gallery in room 310. 

The Winter Lounge perfectly com-
bines a cozy but quiet atmosphere 
with a cool, modern art gallery style. 
The room is small, but with its wood-
block floor covered in oriental car-
pets, its colorful Japanese-style lamps, 
and walls decorated with modern art 
pieces, it is an ideal place to take a 
break. The lounge will only remain up 
through Feb. 4 and is open every week-
day until then, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The of-
ficial opening reception will take place 
on Friday, Jan. 28, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
and is open to anyone.

On regular days, students can drop 
by simply to enjoy their own coffee on 
large, comfortable bean bag chairs that 
would hardly fit in their dorm rooms or 
can come in for the “Science Is Fiction” 
miniseries of films by Jean Painlevé. It 
is a great opportunity for film experts 
and amateurs to get to know this French 
filmmaker-scientist-inventor who cre-
ated short films on all sorts of scientific 
matters.

For those who would rather do some 
exercise, the lounge offers free Vinyasa 

yoga classes that will flow to music for 
one hour twice a week. Students who 
plan to attend should show up on time 
with their own mats on Fridays (Jan. 
28 and Feb. 4) at 1 p.m. and on Monday, 
Jan. 31, at 6 p.m.

As students walk in, the room might 
seem a little intimidating because of its 
reserved environment. But as people 
walk around chatting—or offering choc-
olate—it soon starts to feel like the per-
fect spot to escape from the rest of the 
loud and crowded campus on stressful 
winter days.

BY MARICELA GONZALEZ
Spectator Staff Writer

Spotted: Columbia University on 
national television—or is it Grant’s 
Tomb? The CW’s saucy drama “Gossip 
Girl” returns this week to highlight the 
raunchy backstabbing world of young 
high society.

In the newest episode on Monday, 
Jan. 24, “The Kids Are Not All Right,” 
Serena (Blake Lively) returns from 
her road trip, which failed to undo the 
false statutory rape charges against her 
high school teacher Ben (David Call). 
Meanwhile, Blair (Leighton Meester) 
and Dan (Penn Badgley) begin an un-
likely friendship in the wake of their 
years-long enmity. But the Upper East 
Side princess still has plans of her 
own—to become the next Indra Nooyi, 
chairperson and CEO of PepsiCo and 
world-renowned business maven. On 
the surface, the choice of Nooyi as 
Blair’s role model makes sense because 
of Nooyi’s power and influence, but it 
is nevertheless, as Blair later acknowl-
edges, “pretty random.”

Despite Blair’s constant conniving, 
most of the episode centers on Lily 
(Kelly Rutherford), Serena’s mother, 
and her mysterious attempts to save 
the legacy of Bass Industries and release 
Ben from his unlawful imprisonment 
without getting charged herself. But the 
constant champagne-toting and holi-
er-than-thou attitude that Rutherford 
brings to her role mark it as a caricature 
of UES society. Lines like, “I know you 
disapprove of me, but can you at least 
do so in a tuxedo?” don’t help round out 
the character.

“Gossip Girl” isn’t renowned for 
being realistic or thought-provoking, 
but this episode’s shenanigans walked 

the line of downright obviousness. Ten 
minutes of Serena and Dan brandish-
ing identical manila envelopes made 
it glaringly clear that they would be 
mixed up in a climactic plot twist. 

Most of the episode was also devoid 
of the sordid affairs and scandal most 
fans expect, with only a few flirtations 
between Chuck (Ed Westwick) and 

Raina, a new character that happens 
to be (gasp!) not white, and between 
Dan and Blair. But the last few minutes 
teased at juicy drama to come, includ-
ing a burgeoning romance between 
Serena and the newly freed Ben and 
a revelation of a romantic history be-
tween Lily and Russell, Raina’s father 
and the new owner of Bass Industries.

While this week’s episode unfortu-
nately did not showcase MoHi loca-
tions, “Gossip Girl” has an extensive 
history of using Columbia and near-
by locations to suit the show’s needs. 
The season two episode, “New Haven 
Can Wait,” is mentioned by plenty of 
Columbia tour guides for trying to 
pass off shots taken at Columbia for 
Yale University. During the episode, 
the Skull and Bones secret society 
jumped Dan Humphrey, tying him to 
the Rotunda in the Van Am Quad. Most 
of the Yale shoot took place on West 
Campus where Dodge Hall, Earl Hall, 
and Havemeyer Hall served as perfect 
Ivy League backdrops for the high-so-
ciety TV series.

Riverside Church also played a 
prominent role last season as the in-
terior and exterior backdrop of an 
important Columbia alumni dinner. 
The GG gang and parents schmoozed 
with Columbia faculty and alumni in 
hopes of gaining admission the old-
fashioned way—through networking 
and large donations, of course. Once 
Blair and Serena were inevitably ac-
cepted to Columbia, the campus was 
already taken as a backdrop, so Grant’s 
Tomb was modeled to be the “Gossip 
Girl” Columbia campus. Whether the 
socialites of “Gossip Girl” will continue 
to cavort around Columbia or not, the 
show remains an integral part of New 
York City pop culture.

Students can take refuge from 
the cold in SoA’s Winter Lounge

Joe Coffee 
brews warm 
initiatives at 
new location

ATIRA MAIN FOR SPECTATOR

CUP OF JOE  |  Lee Harrison, a Joe the Art of Coffee barista trainer, shows off foam-design skills at the cafe’s opening Jan. 25 in the Northwest Corner Building.

Gossip Girl here: back on the air but not back on its game
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OMFG!
MoHi spots famously misused in GG 
episodes—from the “Yale” Rotunda 
to the “Low Steps” at Grant’s Tomb.

Van Am 
Quad

Riverside 
Church

Grant’s 
Tomb

breakfast sandwich
NY cheddar, hard-boiled egg, and Schoolhouse Kitchen’s 
Bardshar chutney

$5.50

peanut butter and jelly
Toasted whole wheat bread with all-natural peanut butter 
from Saratoga PB Company, and raspberry preserves
OR toasted whole wheat bread with Nutella and banana

$4.00

smoked turkey sandwich
Thin-sliced, all-natural smoked turkey breast with blue brie 
cheese, sliced apple, and red leaf lettuce on toasted cranberry 
pecan bread

$8.00

avocado sandwich
Toasted whole wheat bread with dijon mayonnaise, half an 
avocado, NY cheddar, and thinly sliced cucumber

$6.50

cuban-style baguette
Thin-sliced, all-natural smoked turkey, country ham, spicy 
mayo, NY cheddar, and pickles

$8.00

tuna sandwich
Tuna in olive oil, hard-boiled egg, pickled green beans, red 
onion, lettuce, olive oil, and balsamic vinegar on baguette

$8.00

joe coffee sandwiches

GRAPHIC BY STEPHANIE MANNHEIM

MARIA CASTEX / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SOA-MAZING  |  The pop-up Winter 
Lounge,  sponsored by SoA in Dodge 
Hall room 301, helps students unwind 
from beginning-of-the-semester stress.  



Egrets, I’ve had a few
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Columbia’s legacy of high-achieving 
alumni is just as important a part of 

its allure as any other of its hackneyed 
attractions such as Nobel-winning 
professors, interaction with the nation’s 
best and brightest student minds, and 
of course, the Core Curriculum. At a 
full cost of over $200,000, a Columbia 
University diploma is one expensive 
piece of stationery. But year after year, 
the applications keep pouring in. The 
door that leads to greatness can be a 
heavy one—the seduction of the Ivies 
is the belief in the schools’ leverage 
in getting that door open. As evidence of its greatness, 
Columbia boasts such graduates as Attorney General 
Eric Holder, CC ’73, former Supreme Court Justice 
Benjamin Cardozo, CC 1889, and folk rock artist Art 
Garfunkel, CC ’62.

But among the hundreds of influential degree hold-
ers, some of the most famous Columbians never even 
graduated from here. In 2004, Spectator ran a series 
titled “The 250 Greatest Columbia Alumni.” Musician 
Lauryn Hill, known as both a soloist and a member of 
The Fugees, comes in at No. 133. However, she left the 
college in 1997 after just one year to pursue her passion 
for music. Actor Jake Gyllenhaal followed a similar path 
in 1999 and ultimately became No. 237 on Spectator’s 
list. The list’s top 10, however, is remarkably populated 
by three dropouts. Coming in eighth is 1942 CC run-
away and Beat Generation writer Jack Kerouac. As No. 7, 
renowned poet Langston Hughes probably would not be 
as known as he is today if he hadn’t dropped out of the 
School of Mines in 1922. Rounding out the list of greatest 
would-be Columbians is Alexander Hamilton at No. 3, 
whose King’s College degree was hindered by the incom-
ing Revolutionary War, which put a halt on degrees from 
1776 to 1786. Three of Columbia’s greatest realistically 
might not have been had they not abandoned these hal-
lowed halls of academia.

It’s not just in the Columbia microverse that we see 
dropouts on top. Of the three richest Americans—Bill 
Gates, Warren Buffett, and Lawrence Ellison—only 
Buffett holds a college degree. Besides Microsoft, mul-
tibillion dollar giants like Dell, Apple, and Facebook 
were all founded by college quitters. Are we seeing a 
trend here?

I hope it’s not naive to say that today most rational 
people see a clear progression from education to success. 
If not, why would the roughly 50 percent of under-
graduates at Columbia not on financial aid foot the full 
50-grand-a-year bill? Such a large number of influential 
graduates, including over a dozen U.S. presidents, has 
done nothing to quell the elitist ego of the Ivy League as 
a whole, either. The mentality is that you get what you 
pay for, and it’s all in the name.

Not to be outdone so easily, their dropout and non-
attendee counterparts send a tacit and subversive 
message to the young folk of today, summed up plainly 
in the words of University of New Orleans defector 
Ellen DeGeneres: “I’m not saying you wasted your 
time or money, but look at me: I’m a huge celebrity.” 
And for those of us who dream of Columbia as our 
ticket into success, whether that be stardom or run-
ning a multibillion dollar corporation, the suggestion 
that you can still make it big without a college degree 
is a lucrative alternative to four years of readings and 
problem sets. 

I can see how the idea would be tempting to some, 
but I personally have no immediate plans to leave 
behind Columbia to pursue my dream of becoming 
the next great who-knows-what. That’s exactly what 
separates the successful dropout from the rest. While 
many of us can barely commit to a major let alone plan 
our lives, these beatniks left the beaten path conscious 
of at least some risk but with a vision and a belief that 
the answers weren’t in a textbook. Honestly, would 
a few courses in thermodynamics and a SEAS de-
gree have helped Langston Hughes write “A Dream 
Deferred” any better?

Though the admissions office may have deemed us 
worthy of Columbia, many of us have yet to reach—or 
may never reach—the worthiness of dropout status. 
The raw talent may be there, but determination can’t 
be taught in the classroom. Had Hill or Kerouac never 
achieved stardom, they would have stood alongside not 
only the many unknown college dropouts every year, 
but also the masses of unsuccessful and forgotten de-
gree holders as well.

“Dropout” carries a negative connotation, but with 
the right ambition, it could lead to more than you could 
do within these gates. Who knows who among us may be 
worthy of the title.

Derek Arthur is a Columbia College sophomore. Shining 
Bright Blue runs alternate Tuesdays. 

The legacy of the 
dropout

Shining 
Bright 
Blue

DEREK 
ARTHUR
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Toni Morrison. Vladimir Nabokov. 
Snooki. What do they have in com-

mon? Yes, that’s right—they’re all New 
York Times best-selling authors.

Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi entered 
America’s collective consciousness with 
MTV’s reality show “Jersey Shore.” For 
those feigning ignorance, the show fol-
lows the trials and tribulations of eight 
hedonistic young housemates drinking, 
dancing, and hot-tubbing their summers 
away on the Jersey Shore boardwalk. 
It’s shallow, offensive, obscene, and de-
praved—in a word, addictive.

“Jersey Shore” has spawned countless college theme 
parties, sparked innumerable excited “guilty pleasure” 
conversations, and popularized words now a part of our 
vernacular like “grenade” and “creeping.” Our interest in 
the cultural phenomenon that is “Jersey Shore” may be be-
mused or ironic and perhaps even pure schadenfreude, but 
there’s no doubt that Snooki’s New York Times best-seller, 
“A Shore Thing,” will be bought and read by many with the 
same sort of amusement and disdain.

And yet, we have to wonder what it means that “A 
Shore Thing,” a thinly veiled roman à clef with as much 
complexity and gravitas as “Jersey Shore,” exists at all. 
It’s no coincidence that Snooki’s book was released just 
two days before the season three premiere of “Jersey 
Shore” on Jan. 6—the most-watched cable show among 
our demographic this season. Not a masterpiece nor a 
labor of love but a publicity stunt, “A Shore Thing” is a 
book conceived and commercialized to cash in on a lu-
crative young population.

Still, consider this: Snooki is only 23. She’s a member of 
our generation with a best-selling book, a rare distinction. 
And she writes about being a member of our generation, 
embodying the faults we’re constantly accused of—being 
vain, irresponsible, indulgent, oblivious. Our generation’s 
stories—of modern love, sex, self-actualization, and iden-
tity—will be in her words.

It’s not enough to laugh and point, or even scorn and 
ignore. If being young today isn’t about drinking too much, 
pursuing meaningless romances, or desperately avoiding 
adulthood, what is it about?

When we begin to look for legitimate literary self-
representations, we’re quick to borrow from genera-
tions past to fill the cultural void. It’s Holden Caulfield, 
for example, that might best capture the reluctance and 
anxiety we feel regarding growing old. To describe the 
idle frivolity of the college years and the emptiness of 
life thereafter, we look to F. Scott Fitzgerald’s protago-
nists. There’s “On the Road” to express our own feelings 
of rebellion or “The Sun Also Rises” to express our own 
feelings of disconnect and dissatisfaction.

But our scars aren’t World War II, and what we’re 
rebelling against isn’t what the Beats rebelled against. 

Our Ivy League isn’t F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Ivy League, and 
what’s phony in the 21st century isn’t what was phony in 
the 50s. Those books weren’t meant for us in the same 
way Snooki’s book is.

Who is writing the novel that will speak for our gen-
eration? Popular candidates like Jonathan Franzen, Denis 
Johnson, Don DeLillo, or Philip Roth are all over 50 years 
old, writing from a place of retrospection. Why are we not 
the ones writing the kind of literature we want to read?

Perhaps there’s something stifling about the modern 
college experience forced upon high school graduates 
indiscriminately that discourages self-reflection and 
creativity—personal statements that are anything but 
personal, Scantron exams in huge lecture classes, pressure 
to spend summers in prestigious internships rather than 
pursuing interests. Maybe it’s the commercialization of 
education itself—the myth that successful writers need a 
certain kind of educational background in order to write. 
Or maybe it’s a consequence of an increasingly risk-averse 
publishing industry that discriminates against young writ-
ers without TV shows or a history of best sellers.

But who needs publishing houses? With the internet 
and e-readers come the ability to reach readers directly, 
without elusive book deals. F. Scott Fitzgerald was only 
22 when he wrote “This Side of Paradise,” the same age at 
which J. D. Salinger wrote “Slight Rebellion Off Madison,” 
the short story that formed the basis of “The Catcher in 
the Rye.” Jack Kerouac didn’t spend years in graduate 
school in order to write “On the Road,” but took notes dur-
ing his adventures that he later crafted into a novel in one 
three-week period.

Perhaps conventional wisdom would dictate that it takes 
life experience, maturity, and training to produce great 
artistic work, but conventional wisdom shouldn’t keep us 
complacent in the creation of our cultural identities. Our 
complacency only makes it easier for commercialized trav-
esties like “A Shore Thing” to take over the New York Times 
Best Seller’s list, for stereotypes to make it into print, and 
for older generations to accuse us of thoughts and beliefs 
we do not hold. We must realize that if we do not write our 
own stories, they will be written for us.

Aarti Iyer is a Columbia College senior majoring in creative 
writing. She is the former editor-in-chief of The Fed. Culture 

Vulture runs alternate Tuesdays.

Snooki speaks for us
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Our generation’s stories—of modern 
love, sex, self-actualization, and iden-
tity—will be in Snooki’s words.

BY MICHAEL CHRISTMAN

It’s common knowledge that there are few Ivy League 
graduates serving in the military. This is due to a de facto 
ban against ROTC at many elite universities and an aver-
sion toward military service by many of the country’s elite. 
This isn’t a problem for the military; it’s a problem for 
Columbia. It’s because of this trend that Ivy graduates 
have had a disproportionately small impact on the most 
important and divisive foreign policy issue of our genera-
tion—the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. If this continues, 
Columbia’s influence on foreign policy and national se-
curity will continue to diminish.

Columbia’s attitude toward military service is an outdated 
stance formulated over 40 years ago. Many at Columbia still 
view military service as beneath them—for someone who 
doesn’t have any other options or can’t think on his own. This 
could not be further from the truth. As long as this attitude 
persists and our nation’s elite continue to shun military ser-
vice, Columbia’s influence on many of the world’s important 
foreign policy questions will be restricted to campus lecture 
halls. It is the military officers of today that will become 
the John Kerrys and John McCains of tomorrow. Columbia 
should be proud to have educated such leaders.

As service members return home they will go on to 
lead corporations, teach at universities, and run for po-
litical office. Their experiences in combat will undoubt-
edly shape their world views. Many will remember that 
few of America’s elite served alongside them in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. The question of “What did you do during the 
war?” will inevitably come up when the first of these veter-
ans runs for president. How can Columbia hope to produce 
the next generation of American leaders if the community 
refuses to walk a mile in the shoes of those of whom we 
ask the most?

There are those who argue that the military needs ROTC 
at elite universities to help provide high quality officers 
(“America needs ROTC at Columbia,” Sept. 13). I would 
argue that the opposite is true: Columbia could stand to 
learn from the military. Those responsible for leading the 
most intense civil-military operations in modern history 
are graduates of the military academies and various state 
colleges, not elite private universities. The generals who 
orchestrated the recovery of the violent Iraqi province of 
Al Anbar hailed from colleges such as the Naval Academy, 
Central Washington University, and Kutztown University. 
The military has done just fine without help from Columbia.

However, ROTC at Columbia would improve academic 

diversity and create a more robust debate on campus. 
The unique experiences of ROTC instructors would add 
flavor to any political discussion and provide an alterna-
tive point of view to the largely academic experiences 
of many professors. Being open to dissenting views and 
avoiding groupthink is good for any organization. It is 
interesting to note that Colin Powell, a City College of 
New York alum, was the strongest dissenting voice with-
in the White House leading up to the Iraq war and the 
only career military officer in an inner circle filled with 
academics and lawyers.

If Columbia reinstates ROTC, the road ahead will be 
bumpy and paved with distrust. Many military officers are 
skeptical of academia. Many in the Ivies feel that some mili-
tary values are not compatible with a liberal arts education. 
Both are wrong, and Columbia and the military have more 
in common than they may like to admit. Both institutions 
value lifelong learning and strive to positively influence the 
lives of young people. The Columbia campus, Saint Luke’s 
Hospital, and the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine 
were built together to represent the Socratic ideal of mind, 
body, and soul. I know of no other organization than the 
United States Armed Forces that strives to live these values 
on a daily basis. In banning ROTC, Columbia lost the chance 
to influence a generation of leaders. I hope that next time 
Columbia is not so shortsighted.

The author is a captain in the United States Marine Corps, 
SEAS ’00. 

Columbia and ROTC: A lost generation

The unique experiences of ROTC 
instructors would provide an alter-
native point of view.
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FRENCH LESSONS—Improve your 
French with a native speaker with uni-
versity experience in French teaching! 
Individual or small group lessons, pref-
erably at intermediate or advanced 
levels. Focus on academic or busi-
ness French upon request. I am avail-
able on weekdays after 7 pm and on 
weekends. $25 per hour. Email: an-
toine.comps@sciences-po.org. Phone: 
(917) 513-110

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

 
WANTED—SUDOKU PUZZLE solv-
ers, novice to expert. Solve 8 puz-
zles online during one month period 
for neuroscience researcher. Email 
name, age and zip code to mnemon-
icshouse@hotmail.com (write “neuro-
Sudoku-online-study” in subject line.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

TROUBLED EATING? St Luke’s Hosp 
(114 St/Amsterdam). Overweight in-
dividuals, 18-65, weekly individual or 
group counseling. Low fee. (212) 523-
4180 or stlukes.group@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE 
$375K for recently renov 5-room, 2 
BR apt with hardwood floors in a well-
maintained walk-up bldg. The apt is 
near the 96 St & Lexington Ave sub-
way station and 3 blocks from Cen-
tral Park. Income restrictions apply, 
all offers will be entertained. Please 
contact Brian (212) 831-1368 or bri-
anresales@gmail.com for more info.

1 BR RENTAL—CU AREA
Well maintained 1 BR 4th floor walk-
up rental blocks from CU. Windowed 
eat-in-kitch, lots of closets. Bdg has 
live in super, new laundry facilities 
and bike room. Wonderful opportu-
nity to rent an affordable 1 BR apt 
close to the University. $1600/mo. Call 
Fred at (917) 538-9674.

AVAIL FEBRUARY OR MARCH
Convenient and gorgeous 1200 sq ft 
apt in Hamilton Hts! Luxury doorman 
building, 5th floor, elev, 3 real BRs, 2 
full baths. For rent by owner. No bro-
ker fee! $2700. (917) 494-2472.

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting a Manhat-
tan apt? Work with a top-rated bro-
ker and CU alum (CC ’94, SIPA’99). 
Contact Josh for all of your Real Es-
tate needs. www.joshnathanson.com; 
(212) 875-2970.

7-ROOM CO-OP FOR SALE
$599K for 1275 sq ft, 3 BR, 1 bath 
co-op located on 137 St betw River-
side Dr & B’way. The apt is spacious 
and provides charming accommoda-
tions, 10-foot high ceilings, hardwood 
floors, and is close to public transp, 
CU, and Riverbank Park. Please note 
income restrictions apply and all of-
fers will be entertained. To view, 
please call Brian (212) 831-1368 or 
email at brianresales@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



BY JEREMIAH SHARF
Columbia Daily Spectator

Every Ivy League team was in action 
this week. Yale and Harvard remained 
perfect in league play as Princeton con-
tinued its strong cam-
paign while remaining 
undefeated on its home 
court. Penn finally ended 
its six-game road trip—
with two games played 
this week—which con-
sisted of four straight losses bookended 
by wins. 

yale 59, brown 51
The Bears (7-9, 0-2 Ivy) traveled 

to New Haven, Conn. on Saturday 
with hopes of avenging the loss they 
suffered to Yale (9-7, 2-0 Ivy) just a 
week earlier. The Bears could not 
gather any sort of rhythm on the 
offensive end, as they shot an atro-
cious 26.1 percent (21-for-69) from 
the field while being held to nearly 
18 points below their season scor-
ing average. The Bears’ troublesome 
night seemingly overshadowed an 
otherwise mediocre performance of-
fensively by the Bulldogs. Yale shot 
only 38.6 percent (22-for-57) from the 
field while going an abysmal 1-for-14 
from behind the arc. Freshman guard 

Harvard, 
Yale remain 
unbeaten in Ivy 
League play
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SPORTS

Welcome 
back, be-

loved readers. As 
a second-semester 
senior, my time 
at college is al-
most at an end. 
As a result, these 
next few months 
will be spent tak-
ing full advantage 
of Morningside 
Heights and do-
ing the things 
that should be 
done by every 
Columbia student before gradua-
tion, including completing the swim 
test. Unfortunately, one of the things 
that I want to do before graduation 
is something I can’t control, namely 
witness a Columbia men’s basketball 
Ivy League championship. While I 
can’t do anything about it, it seems 
as if this year may be my lucky one, 
as the Lions are playing like they 
want to give me a fantastic gradua-
tion present.

Before the break, the Light Blue 
was showing a lot of promise, going 
6-4 to start the season. While I was 
relaxing in California, Columbia 
stepped its game up even further, 
winning three of four. A year or two 
ago, the optimist in me would have 
declared a Columbia champion-
ship, like I do with all my favorite 
teams (by the way, this is the year 
the Golden State Warriors win it 
all). However, my experience with 
Columbia athletics has taught me to 
be cautious, and this year I decided 
to wait to see how the Lions fared in 
conference play.

The two games against Cornell 
have awakened my inner optimist, 
and I can’t help but get excited for 
the rest of the season. In game one, 
Columbia showed the type of of-
fensive firepower that I haven’t seen 
at Levien Gymnasium in a while. 
Guards Noruwa Agho and Brian 
Barbour anchored the offense, scor-
ing 25 and 21 points respectively. 
Both players shot well, just under 
50 percent, and, more importantly, 
hit big shots when Columbia needed 
them most. In game two, the Lions 
were able to overcome Agho’s tough 
night and put together a big win on 
the road. Barbour did his best super-
hero impression, dropping a career-
high 23 points in front of rowdy 
Cornell fans. Statistically, the Lions 
have been impressive, but numbers 
aren’t enough to get me thinking 
about a title. What gets me excited 
about this team is its attitude on the 
court.

One big problem I had with last 
year’s team was its demeanor. The 
Lions didn’t behave like winners. 
Offensively, they were hesitant and 
lacked the aggressiveness that I ex-
pect from a team that is out to win a 
championship. Defensively, the team 
looked soft and unwilling to dish out 
hard fouls. The first game against 
Cornell showed me how much can 
change in a year. 

Instead of being hesitant on 
offense, the Lions were decisive. 
Late in the game, head coach Kyle 
Smith correctly put the ball into the 
hands of his best players, Agho and 
Barbour, and the duo put pressure 
on the Big Red defense without forc-
ing the issue. With the game on the 
line, the Lions hit big shots, includ-
ing a late dagger 3-pointer by Agho 
in the defender’s face. On defense, 
Columbia played tough and con-
trolled the boards (out-rebounding 
Cornell 40-30). While I would still 
prefer it if the Lions were a little 
meaner on defense, their defense 
was enough to pull out the victory. 
In game two, the Light Blue showed 
the mental toughness to win in a 
hostile environment, something it 
didn’t do at all last year.

It is easy to overlook how a team 
carries itself on the court because 
it doesn’t show up in the box score, 
but that kind of attitude is what 
helps a team win games that it 
shouldn’t win. On any given night, 
a team can hit every shot it takes or 
miss enough shots to build a brick 
house. In those games, the intangi-
bles, such as poise, decisiveness, and 
toughness, are what separate the 
elite from the bottom of the pack. 
If the Lions can maintain a winning 
demeanor, they will have a legiti-
mate shot at the title and at making 
my last semester the best one yet.

Bart Lopez is a Columbia 
College senior majoring in 
economics-mathematics. 

sports@columbiaspectator.com

BY LUCAS SHAW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

At the end of the first half on Saturday, 
the Lions trailed Cornell 40-37, and one 
thing seemed clear—they would lose if 
Noruwa Agho kept play-
ing as poorly as he was. 
There were many rea-
sons for their slow start, 
but how were the Lions 
supposed to win when 
their leading scorer was 
1-for-7 from the field 
with three turnovers? Making matters 
worse, he seemed to have abdicated his 
facilitating role and become a “ballstop-
per,” as in the ball stopped with him. 

Well, the Lions won even though 
Agho did not connect on a shot in 
the second half. There are the obvi-
ous reasons—Brian Barbour’s scoring 
and tighter defense chief among them. 
However, there is also something Agho 
did and has done throughout the sea-
son—contribute in ways well beyond 
scoring. 

“I learned in the second half,” Agho 
said. “I tried to drive more, penetrate 
more, facilitate, try to get to the free 
throw line. I had a lapse, but I think 
overall I just wanted to make sure we 
won the game.”

“At the end of the day it’s not about 
points, but offensive production,” he 
added.

Amen to that. While Agho garnered 
just two points in the second half on 
a pair of free throws, he finished the 
game with six rebounds, four assists, 
two blocks, and a steal. More impor-
tantly, his contributions came at piv-
otal moments. 

One such example came at the end 
of the half with the Lions trailing 39-
35. Agho was double-teamed far from 
the basket—something that gave him 
trouble all afternoon—but this time, 
he found John Daniels underneath 
the basket for a dunk that trimmed the 
lead to two. Agho had a similar assist 
with just over five minutes left in the 
game. After Steve Frankoski missed a 
3-pointer, Agho prolonged the posses-
sion with an offensive rebound and then 
found Asenso Ampim under the basket 
for a layup, extending the Light Blue 
lead to four.

Still, Agho’s most important play 
came at the defensive end of the floor 
with under a minute to play. Columbia 
had just taken the lead on a pair of 
Daniels free throws when Cornell called 
a timeout. On the ensuing play, Errick 
Peck looked to score on a jumper, but 
Agho blocked his shot and went on to 
seal the game with a pair of free throws 
shortly thereafter. 

“I would be shocked a little bit,” head 
coach Kyle Smith said about winning 
with Agho scoring just six points. “But 
he doesn’t need to hit 23. He does a lot 
of other stuff leadership-wise as well.” 

Even with his low point total over the 
weekend, Agho is the leading scorer in 
the Ivy League. Yet as he demonstrated 
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WELL-ROUNDED  |  Guard Noruwa Agho proved to be more than a mere scoring threat in Saturday’s game against Cornell.

Agho’s contribution goes beyond just pointsShooting for 
a graduation 
present
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1
13-3 (2-0)

The Crimson will look to remain 
atop the Ivy League standings by 
defeating Columbia this Friday in 
Cambridge. 

2
12-4 (0-0)

Despite having yet to play a 
conference game, the Tigers 
continue to dominate, defeating 
their last opponent by 33 points.

3
11-5 (2-0)

A strong showing this weekend 
against Harvard and Dartmouth 
could really propel the Light 
Blue’s efforts to win the Ivy 
League. 

4
9-7 (2-0)

Despite the 2-0 record, the 
Bulldogs did not perform all 
that well against the Bears, only 
shooting 38.6 percent from the 
field.

5
6-8 (0-0)

The Quakers ended a four-game 
slide by upsetting crosstown 
rival St. Joseph’s. Penn looks to 
carry this momentum to their 
contest with Yale. 

6
7-9 (0-2)

In what was an all-around bad 
game against Yale, the Bears 
managed to beat themselves. 

7
4-12 (0-2)

Double losses to the Lions have 
Cornell near the bottom of the 
Ivy League. The Big Red hopes 
to take advantage of a troubled 
Big Green team to get back on 
track.

8
4-12 (0-2)

Saturday’s loss to Harvard has 
been one of many disappoint-
ments for the Big Green. Maybe 
they’ll have a chance against 
Cornell.

Harvard
CRIMSON

Columbia
LIONS

Yale
BULLDOGS

Pennsylvania
QUAKERS

Cornell
BIG RED

Princeton
TIGERS

Brown
BEARS

in
focus

on Saturday, his value extends beyond 
his scoring ability. Agho ranks in the top 
10 in rebounds, assists, steals, blocks, 
and minutes as well. (See graphic on 
page 2.) 

New Faces
When asked about his team’s 9-2 re-

cord in close games, Smith said his team 
had the necessary testicular fortitude 
(or “moxie” as one reporter suggested). 
His players weren’t the only ones. 

As has been reported many times, 
Saturday was Smith’s first time coach-
ing a road game in the Ivy League. 
Still, Smith took it as an opportunity 
to take some serious risks. He has been 

changing his bench rotation constantly 
this season, and Saturday was no differ-
ent. In addition to playing Max Craig for 
the first time since early December, he 
used two freshmen—Meiko Lyles and 
Danny Feldmann—who had played in 
just one game each this season. 

They played as many minutes on 
Saturday—24 combined—as they had 
during the entire season.

It could have backfired (like his use 
of Craig, or of Grimes in the first Cornell 
game), but both rookies showed com-
posure beyond their years—Lyles in 
particular. 

“[He] has been a very good player 
in practice,” Smith said. “He missed a 

couple of key weeks early and now it’s 
fine, so he was able to step in there.”

Lyles did more than step in. He 
was the team’s second leading scor-
er with 10 points, including a pair 
of critical 3-pointers. Smith was im-
pressed enough with his play that he 
used Lyles to give Agho his only rest 
of the second half even though Lyles 
had four fouls. 

As for whether Lyles would replace 
Van Green as the fifth guard in the rota-
tion, Smith was not ready to go that far.

“He did today,” Smith said of the 
change. “I don’t wanna say that. He’s a 

COURTESY OF YALE DAILY NEWS

POOR AIM  |  Yale only shot 38.6 percent from the field en route to beating Brown 
last Saturday. The Bears struggled throughout the game, shooting 26.1 percent.

SEE IN FOCUS, page 2

SEE AROUND THE LEAGUE, 
page 2

Dartmouth
BIG GREEN
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