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By elizabeth scott
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

The much-hyped Diana Center 
opened Tuesday—even if students 
from both sides of Broadway had trou-
ble finding the front door. 

While the building is still unfin-
ished, many classrooms and offices, 
as well as the new Liz’s Café—the 
replacement for the Java City coffee 
shop, which had been operating out of 
Altschul Hall—were up and running 
for the first day of classes. The second 
floor of the center will house a dining 
hall. It is still to be determined when 
this portion of the Diana will open, 
but in an e-mail to Barnard students, 
Debora Spar pledged to have lunch 
there that day. A ribbon-cutting cer-
emony is planned for Feb. 3. 

Reactions were mixed—while some 
said they were thrilled to see the building 
finally open, others wondered if it would 
prove as much of a community-builder 
as administrators have promised. 

Although they were dismayed about 
the wait, many students said they were 
pleased with the result. “I think it took 

Faculty seek Hillary Clinton’s 
support in Tajbakhsh’s release 

By amber tunnell
Spectator Senior Staff Writer 

Last week, members of Columbia fac-
ulty turned to Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton for support in gaining Kian 
Tajbakhsh’s release from Iranian prison.

Tajbakhsh, who earned his Ph.D. 
from Columbia, was supposed to 
teach at Columbia’s Graduate School 
of Architecture, Planning, and 
Preservation this year, but he was ar-
rested last summer in Iran during the 
aftermath of the elections. He faces 
multiple charges of spying and being a 
threat to the national government.

When arrested, he was accused of be-
ing a threat to national security for work-
ing with George Soros’ Open Society 
Institute—an organization Iran named a 
CIA operative—and being on the e-mail 
list of Gary Sick, a senior research schol-
ar at Columbia’s Middle East Institute 
whom Iran also connects with the CIA. 
Sick has denied this charge.

In September, both the University 
and the White House called for his re-
lease. An open letter that was circulated 
among Columbia faculty gathered over 
150 signatures, and on Jan. 11, a group of 
faculty sent a letter to Clinton, urging her 
to help obtain Tajbakhsh’s 
immediate release.

According to Tanya 
Domi, a senior public af-
fairs officer who signed 
the letter, this letter has 
been “received by a key 
staff member to Secretary Clinton, with 
thanks to our faculty.”

Signers include Dean John 
Coatsworth of the School of 
International and Public Affairs; Dean 
Nicholas Lemann of the Journalism 
School; Peter Awn, dean of the School 
of General Studies and director of SIPA’s 
Middle East Institute; Elazar Barkan, 
director of the Center for the Study of 
Human Rights; and Gary Sick.

The letter asks Clinton to “do every-
thing possible to obtain Mr. Tajbakhsh’s 
immediate release.”

“We [the signers] hope the letter may 
lead to him being treated better in pris-
on,” said political science professor and 
department chair Andrew Nathan, who 
signed the letter.

“We hope she will use an appropriate 
channel to express concern,” Nathan said, 
adding that the State Department has “a 
lot of communications with the Iranian 
government” and that it is “better to have 
attention to the case than to have it ig-
nored.” The letter also denounces Iran’s 
“pattern of harassment of scholars,” in-
cluding Mohammad Maleki, the former 
chancellor of Tehran University. “Attacking 
and imprisoning scholars is a destruc-

tive and pernicious act that 
does not address the prob-
lems confronting the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, now or in 
the future,” it states.

“Everybody knows that 
the regime is using coercive 

repression on its critics inside of the coun-
try,” Nathan said. “This person [Tajbakhsh] 
is a scholar, who is coming to this univer-
sity as a scholar and a teacher. He is not a 
politician. He hasn’t used violence. He is 
not a terrorist. He is using academic free-
dom, which should be protected.“

“By highlighting the case of our col-
league Kian Tajbakhsh, we wish to bring 
attention to the larger issue of civil rights 
abuses that are endemic to the Islamic 
Republic,” said Iranian Studies profes-
sor Hamid Dabashi, who also signed the 
letter. “We want to keep the case of Kian 
Tajbakhsh at the forefront of global at-
tention so that political considerations 
or the geopolitics of the region are not 

 Students explore 
new campus hub

The Diana: 
open at 

long last 

Joy Resmovits for Spectator
Open Doors  |  After much anticipation, Barnard’s Diana student center opened its doors on Tuesday for the first day of classes. Students from both sides of Broadway 
explored the new classrooms and Liz’s Café, which replaced the Java City coffee shop. The Diana is replacing the McIntosh building, which was demolished in 2007.

Courtesy of Fars News Agency
Imprisoned  |  Columbia faculty have called 
for Kian Tajbakhsh’s release from prison. 

SEE Diana Opening, page 2

Help for Haiti

Campus groups join together to 
mobilize the relief efforts. 

Lerner Cinema, 9 p.m.

Today’s Events

Interview Skills 
Let’s face it: Many of us just don’t 
have them. 

Barnard Office of Career 
Development, 5 p.m.

Last weekend, six men’s 
basketball teams started their 
Ivy League seasons. Favorite 
Cornell bested Columbia, 
while Brown beat out Yale, and 
Harvard handed Dartmouth a 
resounding defeat. 

Cornell excels on national 
stage as Ivy play begins

Sports, page 6

The Center for Jazz Studies an-
nounced an initiative that will 
allow aspiring jazz composers to 
learn about writing music for an 
orchestra, including how to incor-
porate classical fundamentals in 
their jazz muzic.

New program blends jazz 
with classical technique

A&E, page 3

Anna Arons analyzes Columbia’s 
thriving “community of no” in the 
Barnard meal plan debate. 

Just say no

Opinion, page 4
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Newsstand makes the news on Upper West Side
By sarah darville 

Spectator Staff Writer

Buying a magazine and a pack of gum 
just got complicated.

Members of Community Board 7, 
which represents the Upper West Side, 
passed a resolution earlier this month 
approving a newsstand for Columbus 
Avenue north of 97th Street in front of 
a new Whole Foods store. 

For some neighborhood residents, 
it’s the last straw. This additional option 
for newspapers and sodas has ignited a 
larger debate on the changing landscape 
at the Upper West Side’s new Columbus 
Square development, from developer 
Stellar Management. 

Opponents are arguing that a news-
stand would bring even more traffic to 
the busy retail and housing develop-
ment, from 97th to 100th streets on 
Columbus, where stores have been 
opening since August.

Yet some shoppers and residents of 
the surrounding Park West Village said 
they are happy to take advantage of what 
they see as a revitalized neighborhood.

It’s a divide that has some neighborhood 
residents fuming and others shopping. 

While the city Department of 
Transportation said that it did not have 
any statistics to verify an increase of traf-
fic in the area, Lynn Hilaire, who lives on 
the stretch of Columbus Avenue being 
developed, thinks the development has 
brought about a traffic disaster.

“It’s already terrible, the vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic has increased so that 
it’s become a danger,” Hilaire said.

As far as the proposed newsstand, she 
added, “It’s an unsafe site that has not been 
properly researched or thought out.”

On Jan. 5, the board approved the 
newsstand between the entrance to Whole 
Foods and the Whole Foods wine store, in 
a vote of 19-13, with two abstentions.  

Catherine Unsino, who lives on Central 
Park West close to Columbus Square, said 
her quality of life has been negatively im-
pacted by all of the development.

“I can simply say that suddenly a 
neighborhood that was very appealing 
to residents has been transformed into 
a highly commercial destination neigh-
borhood.” Unsino said, adding, “When 

we heard of newsstand, some would say 
that’s a small matter, but it’s emblematic 
of a larger piece where the community 
is not particularly consulted.”

But CB7 transportation committee co-
chair Andrew Albert said that this was a 
modified proposal for a smaller stand in a 
safer location. It was originally proposed 
for the corner of 97th and Columbus, 
where opponents feared it could block 
motorists’ views of pedestrians.

Albert acknowledged community 
concerns, and said that he had his own 
reservations about the new site.

“Park West Village feels very put upon 
by so much construction … and now this 
was kind of like, ‘Now we have to deal 
with this. Do we really need this on top 
of everything?’” Albert said.  

Rosalie Hughes, in line at Michaels—
which recently opened next to Whole 
Foods—said that her one major traffic 
concern was parking. “We park our car 
on the street, and over the last couple of 
years it’s been getting harder and now 
sometimes it’s impossible.”
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WHILE YOU WERE AWAY
This story was published on 

www.columbiaspectator.com 
during winter break.

SEE NEWsSTANd, page 2

Our relief efforts in Haiti are 
worthless without the proper 
distribution of aid.

A helping hand 

Courtesy of the Chicago Red Stars
Pro Athlete  |  Sophie Reiser, former Columbia soccer standout, center, was drafted into the Women’s Professional Soc-
cer League. She will compete for a spot on the Chicago Red Stars roster. See back page for her full story.

SEE Tajbakhsh, page 2

taking it to the next level



Maggi Peyton, president of 
the Park West Village Tenants’ 
Association, also expressed frus-
tration with the traffic. “We’ve 
become another shopping mall,” 
she said. “The congestion is un-
believable. The number of peo-
ple who go in and out of Whole 
Foods, especially on weekends, 
are really huge.”

Community Board 7 Chair 
Mel Wymore said, “My sense is 
that it was a healthy debate in the 
community. We looked at all dif-
ferent sides and this looked like 
the outcome for the community 
from that discussion.”

The Department of 
Transportation still has to ap-
prove the newsstand for it to be-
come a reality. 

Though vocal opponents 
expressed concerns at CB7, 
some shoppers said that, even 
with an increase in traffic, the 
development is positive.

For Michaels customer Ellen 
Freilich, a little more traffic is 
just the price you pay for craft 
supplies. “Who knew there 
were so many latent scrapbook-
ers around here? You get a little 
convenience here, you lose it 
somewhere else,” she said.

Inna Bakker, who lives on 
96th Street, was excited when 
she heard about the newsstand, 
which she didn’t think would 
draw customers from other 

avenues. “People who are in these 
few blocks will be buying news-
papers because we don’t have one 
around,” she said.

Bakker added that it is im-
portant to not blindly oppose 
change. “In history, every time 
there’s new development, there 
are people fighting against it. 
New York City wouldn’t be de-
veloped at all,” she said.

Michael Sinatra, spokesper-
son for Whole Foods Market, 
said that the community’s traffic 
concerns have more to do with 
the development as a whole.

“People pulling taxis off 
the streets are fairly common 
in New York, and we haven’t 
received any complaints,” 
Sinatra said. “We can’t change 
increased foot traffic, but we’ve 
had an outstanding response 
from the community and a lot 
of people are pleased with us 
being there.”

Talia Mann, spokesperson 
for Stellar Management, wrote 
in an e-mail to Spectator last 
November that there is no traf-
fic issue at all.

“What I can say is that we 
have had very little traffic, as 
most of the people coming 
there are coming either on 
foot, via the subway or bus,” 
Mann said, adding, “There is 
very little traffic and conges-
tion in the area.”

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com
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J-School announces new digital center, seeks director 
By jeremy bleeke

Spectator Staff Writer 

If you know your way around 
a smartphone, you may be just 
what the Journalism School em-
ployment office is looking for.  

Columbia’s Graduate School 
of Journalism announced on Jan. 
11 that it has completed fund-
raising for the Tow Center for 
Digital Journalism, and is cur-
rently searching for a director. 

“We’ve been moving in a digi-
tal direction very rapidly these past 
few years, and we’d like to keep 
moving and be a recognized lead-
er in teaching digital journalism to 
students,” said Nicholas Lemann, 
dean of the Journalism School. 

In 2008 the Tow Foundation 
gave a $5 million gift to the 
J-School to found a digital media 
center, with the stipulation that 
Columbia raise an additional 
$10 million in two years.  

With fund-raising complete, 
the J-School has launched an 
international search for a di-
rector to lead the center.  

“We are looking for someone 
with a strong track record of in-
novation in digital media, with an 
appreciation for the big questions 
facing journalists these days, and 
with the intellectual and personal 
capacity to help lead the school’s 
efforts in this field,”  said William 
Grueskin, dean of academic af-
fairs at the Journalism School. 
“The person may come from pro-
fessional practice or may come 
from an academic institution—
it could be someone working in 
New York City or in Mumbai.” 

Lemann hopes to have appoint-
ed a director by July 1 of this year. 
As for additional hires, Lemann 
said there is money to bring on an 

additional faculty member, but a di-
rector is the school’s first priority.  

“Once that person is aboard, 
we’ll be making additional de-
cisions in terms of how we allo-
cate the funds,” Grueskin said. 
“Some will go to instruction, 
some to research.” 

Grueskin envisions the Tow 
center as operating similarly to 
the Journalism School’s other spe-
cialized operations, such as the 
Stabile Center for Investigative 
Journalism and the Delacorte 
Center for Magazine Journalism. 
Currently all M.S. students in the 
Journalism School are given some 
training in digital media, and a con-
centration in digital media is avail-
able. However, the center will be a 

resource for all students regardless 
of their area of specialization. 

“All students will benefit, at 
least indirectly, from the center, 
given our plans to ensure it’s tied 
closely to the curriculum of the 
Journalism school,” Grueskin said. 
“We expect that Tow … will act as 
a convening point for many of the 
best people in the field, including 
those affiliated with institutions 
outside of Columbia.” 

Lemann said there is a collab-
orative degree with the School 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science also in the works, which 
would combine computer sci-
ence and digital media. 

Lemann is not sure yet 
whether the Tow Center will 

occupy a specific space in the 
Journalism School building, 
but said for right now the em-
phasis is on getting the center 
operational and staffed. 

Current digital media fellow 
Alan Haburchak said that although 
he does not know many details 
about the project, he is looking for-
ward to the results of the center. 

“I am excited about the possibil-
ity of more resources being put into 
developing digital media here at the 
Journalism School,” Haburchak 
said. “I hope that the Tow Center 
will help us more fully integrate all 
aspects of the journalism education 
with digital media technology.” 

jeremy.bleeke
@columbiaspectator.com

Shelby Layne / Staff photographer
Going Digital  |  The Columbia Journalism School this month announced that it has finished fund raising 
for the new Tow Center for Digital Journalism, a year after the Tow Foundation gave a $5 million gift. 

an excessively long time, but I 
think it’s worth it. I heard such 
great things about the old stu-
dent center, so it’s good we have 
a new one, and I think it’s good 
for Barnard to have our own stu-
dent center,” Lizzie Thompson, 
BC ’11, said.

“I think most people are excit-
ed, and I’m looking forward to see 
if it brings people together,” Tracy 
Rodrigues, BC’11, remarked. 

For Rodrigues, the Diana is 
an important addition to student 
space on campus. 

“Barnard really needs a stu-
dent center, and it’s great for 
Columbia, too, because there is 

more shared space so we’re not all 
in Lerner and Butler,” she said. 

English lecturer Mary Cregan, 
who teaches in room 504 of the 
Diana Center, says the facilities 
are “beautiful” and can’t wait 
to start using new audiovisual 
equipment in the classrooms. 
Though she was not optimistic 
that the Diana would open on 
time, she feels lucky to have the 
new facilities at her disposal. 

Administrators have long 
touted the community-build-
ing potential of the Diana, but 
some still need convincing. 
“I’m reserving judgment to see 
if it actually builds community 
like they [administrators] said,” 
Rodrigues commented. 

Reviews from across the street 
were mixed. John Goodwin, CC 
’12, said he thinks the Diana 
“feels very big and empty right 
now. It’s like Lerner in that it 
seems to waste a lot of space, but 
it’s not finished yet, I guess.”  

It has been a long wait for 
Barnard students, who have not 
had a student center on the Barnard 
campus since the McIntosh Building 
was demolished in 2007. “I guess it 
wasn’t surprising it took longer—I 
just hope it’s worth the wait. I’m sure 
they [the administration] had their 
reasons,” Rodrigues said.  

Elizabeth Byerly, BC ’10, com-
pleted her studies in three years and 
confesses to being bitter about never 
having had a student center in that 

time. She commented, “I know it’s 
not Barnard’s fault, but I only had 
three years here.”

But how does it compare to 
McIntosh? “Despite the fact that 
McIntosh was kind of old and 
dank, it was kind of our home. 
Everyone liked hanging out there. 
It was cozy. This is very modern, 
and I don’t know if I’m comfort-
able yet. But this still feels more 
homey than Lerner,” Acadia 
Roher, BC ’10, said. But she said 
she still feels more at home at the 
Diana than she ever has at Lerner. 
“I felt weird going to Columbia’s 
student center. I felt like an impos-
ter or like I was imposing.” 

elizabeth.scott
@columbiaspectator.com

DIANA OPENING from front page

Newsstand from front page

Barnard finally celebrates opening of new student center 

UWS residents criticize 
potential newsstand

Raul Gonzalez for Spectator
Overcrowded  |  As more retail stores bring traffic to Columbus Square 
at 97th Street, opponents of the development say that a proposal for a 
newsstand is the last straw. 

allowed to override the more 
pressing human rights abuses.”

Ira Katznelson, another sign-
er and the Ruggles Professor of 
Political Science and History, 
chaired Tajbakhsh’s thesis commit-
tee during his time at Columbia. 
According to Katznelson, Tajbakhsh 
and him had kept in touch after 
Tajbakhsh left to teach at the New 
School, where Katznelson used to 
work, and after he left for Iran.

“He is a first-rate scholar, 
thoughtful and fair-minded, who 
will make an excellent addition to 
the faculty in Urban Planning at 
Columbia,” Katznelson said. 

He added: “It is hard to know 
how any particular intervention 
will affect the prospects for his 
release, but it is important that 
his situation remain both in the 
public eye and a source of private 
diplomatic pressure.”

amber.tunnell
@columbiaspectator.com

Tajbakhsh from front page

 Faculty seek Clinton’s aid 
in prisoner’s release

the coaching staff and style of play 
of the Red Stars. She was particu-
larly impressed with the candor of 
head coach and director of soccer 
operations Emma Hayes. 

“Even when I first met her, 
she was really straightforward 
about the program and the chal-
lenges of it,” Reiser said. “She 
just seemed like a really great, 
honest, hardworking coach.”  

Reiser’s experience at the 
Chicago tryout in December only 
affirmed her interest in the team. 

“The training was so hard, and 
it was so intense, but it was exactly 
what I’ve been wanting,” she said.

After training in her native 
Seattle, Reiser will report to Chicago 
for workouts in late February. 

“I’ve really got this whole next 
month to just train and prepare,” 
she said. “I think it’s going to be a 

good opportunity for me to come 
in the best way possible to make 
an impact on the team.”

If Reiser sufficiently im-
presses the coaches, she will 
then go to Florida with a group 
of selected players for preseason 
training. It is in Florida that the 
coaches will finalize their con-
tract and roster decisions.

While Reiser saw time as a mid-
fielder and forward at Columbia, 
she is unsure of what her position 
would be in Chicago.

“I will honestly play wherever 
they want,” Reiser said. “I could 
likely see myself as an outside 
mid for them, because I’m small, 
I can run, and I think that would 
be a pretty good fit.”

It was as a forward that she 
tied for first in the league with 
12 goals, was second in the league 
with 11 assists, and was named 
the Ivy Player of the Year. 

While she reached the pin-
nacle of individual achievement 
as a junior, Reiser was a success-
ful player even as a freshman. 
She ended her first season at 
Columbia with three goals, four 
assists, and 10 points. Reiser was 
second on the team in points 
and assists that year, finishing 
in both categories behind senior 
forward Shannon Munoz, the 
2006 Ivy Player of the Year. 

“I came into college pretty 
naïve—wanted to play soccer, 
wanted to go to a good school, 
wanted a combination of the two, 
and definitely got that out of it,” 
Reiser said. “After that first year, I 
just got really into it [soccer], and 
really into training hard and im-
proving as a player.” 

Her work paid off as a 
sophomore—Reiser recorded 
four goals, nine assists, and 17 
points en route to all-Ivy first 

team honors in 2007. While 
Reiser’s numbers declined 
from her junior to senior sea-
sons—she tallied seven goals, 
four assists, and 18 points in 
2009—her ability and effort on 
the pitch never faded. 

“Sophie always has been 
a player of strong character,” 
Columbia head coach Kevin 
McCarthy said. “Her work ethic 
is second to none, and she trains 
and plays at the highest possible 
standard she can push herself 
to. ... I’m very confident that she 
can play at the next level.”

After dominating the Ivy 
League, Reiser is ready to be-
gin a new chapter in her play-
ing career.

“It’s a fresh start for me,” she 
said. “I’m really excited to play with 
some new girls, learn from some 
new coaches, and just be a part of 
an exciting program.”

League champions, Cornell. 
With quality wins against 
Alabama, UMass, St. John’s, 
and Davidson, this year’s squad 
was already earning a name for 
itself and proving a more for-
midable foe than last year’s edi-
tion. The Big Red had proved 
a tough opponent when play-
ing Syracuse on its home floor, 
but the Orange pulled away in 
the second half. Heading into a 

Jan. 6 date in the famously rau-
cous Allen Fieldhouse against 
the then No. 1 team in the 
country, the undefeated Kansas 
Jayhawks, few expected much 
of a game.

The Big Red shocked the 
Jayhawks, however, threaten-
ing their NCAA-best 51 game 
winning-streak on their home 
floor. Cornell took the lead 
with 49 seconds to play on 
a basket from their big man 
Jeff Foote, but the play of All-

American Sherron Collins 
demonstrated poise and a will 
to win, delivering key buckets 
down the stretch to seal a 71-66 
win for Kansas.

The need for Collins’s hero-
ics indicates not only the quality 
of Cornell’s team this year but 
the raised profile of Ivy League 
basketball in general. The Big 
Red’s ambitious nonconference 
slate and their impressive record 
to date are indicators of a great 
conference season to come.

Yet the rest of the Ancient 
Eight refuses to be awed by 
the Kansas game or Cornell’s 
impressive form in general. 
Harvard boasts a legitimate 
NBA prospect, an Ivy League 
rarity, in guard Jeremy Lin, 
and Columbia is eagerly await-
ing a chance at revenge com-
ing up this weekend on their 
home floor. 

With Penn and Princeton 
still waiting to enter the fray, 
the games have just begun.  

Reiser competes for spot on Chicago Red Stars roster

Big Red garners national attention, looks to threepeat
around the league  from back page

reiser from back page
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New music program will teach aspiring composers all that jazz 
By William Jacobs

Columbia Daily Spectator

A new initiative at 
Columbia is looking to 
jazz up jazz with the help 
of a chamber orchestra.

Columbia’s Center for 
Jazz Studies, in collaboration with the 
American Composers Orchestra, has 
announced a project called the Jazz 
Composers Orchestra Institute, to take 
place on campus from July 20-24.  

The program, which is currently ac-
cepting applications, aims to provide 
up to 35 jazz composers, selected from 
all across the country, with the oppor-
tunity to learn about composing for 
orchestra and to study techniques from 
current luminaries in the classical, jazz, 
and experimental music scenes.  

During the first five days, par-
ticipants will work with composer-
mentors to learn skills such as score 
reading, arranging for orchestra, and 
composing according to orchestral no-
tation. Following the instruction pe-
riod, a handful of especially promis-
ing participants will be chosen to work 
further with their instructors on com-
posing their own orchestral jazz piec-
es, to be performed by the American 
Composers Orchestra at Columbia’s 
Miller Theatre in June 2011.

George Lewis, director of the Center 
for Jazz Studies at Columbia, stressed 
the innovation he hopes the institute 
will foster. “We wanted to encourage 
an idea-centered, rather than genre-
centered, approach to jazz-identified 
composition while at the same time 
presenting new musical and aesthetic 
resources to both the jazz and classical 
fields,” he said in an e-mail interview.

To achieve this goal, Lewis invit-
ed a host of talented musicians and 

teachers to lead the institute. Among 
the several notable instructors for the 
institute is Fabien Lévy, assistant pro-
fessor in the department of music at 
Columbia. Lévy briefly touched on the 

nature of orchestral composition for 
the jazz composer. “Of course, there is 
a difficulty in writing for orchestra—
but it is a pretty fun topic to write 
for,” he said.

According to Lévy, the program as-
pires to facilitate discovery, both sty-
listically and technically. “The main 
topic in this summer course is to have 
students discover a little bit of new 

music—so, to present all the possible 
techniques for each instrument, what 
you can do with the violin, flute, etc., 
to help those students discover those 
new techniques,” he said.

Grammy nominee and prominent 
jazz musician Derek Bermel, who 
currently serves as composer-in-res-
idence at the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra, expounded on the inter-
active challenges that face the jazz 
composer writing for orchestra for 
the first time. 

“A lot of jazz composers lack access to 
the kind of forces that composers of con-
cert music and symphonic music have,” 
he said. “I think our role is going to be to 
provide them with some guidance about 
writing for those kind of forces.” 

“In the jazz tradition there’s a tra-
dition of working very closely with 
your performers. In the tradition of 
concert music, and especially where 
orchestras are concerned, you have 
much less time to get to know your 
performers, if any,” he said. Lévy also 
cited issues such as preparing parts, 
questions of interpretation, and mu-
sic-writing techniques as potential 
challenges for the jazz composer writ-
ing for an orchestra.

In addition to the opportunity to 
learn the nuances of orchestration and 
the chance to receive instruction from 
notable composers, the institute hopes 
to provide participants with a space to 
exchange ideas.

Tania Léon, another composer who 
will be teaching at the institute, said 
“The best thing about it, I feel, is that 
… these great minds are going to be 
dialoguing with each other without 
any kind of pre-conceptual compari-
sons of style.” 

“In this way I feel it is long over-
due,” she said.

Courtesy of Steven Taylor
Smooth jazz  |  The new Jazz Composers Orchestra Institute blends jazz composition with fundamentals of classical music.

Connections between clothing and memories dress up simple play
BY STEVEn strauss

Spectator Staff Writer

To say a straight, male 
college student is the an-
tithesis of the usual de-
mographic for a Nora 
Ephron play would be a 

vast understatement. Yet Nora Ephron—
whose work ranges from the screenplay 
for “When Harry Met Sally” to her new 
play, “Love, Loss, and What I Wore” (co-
written with her sister Delia and adapted 
from the book of the same name by Illene 
Beckerman)—transcends the typical au-
dience boundaries of such dramatic fare. 

“Love, Loss, and What I Wore” ex-
plores the relationship between clothes 
and seminal events in women’s lives, spe-
cifically how certain items of clothing de-
fine particular events in their memories. 
The quasi stage reading—a cast of five 
rotating actors hold scripts throughout, 
sitting in a line and rarely moving—is a 
series of unrelated monologues with such 
vague titles as “The Bathrobe,” “Boots,” 
and most memorably, “I Hate My Purse.” 
Each story develops the play’s ongoing 
thesis of the unknowable importance of 
clothing in a woman’s life. This thesis is 
fully fleshed out in the only through-line 
of the play, an ongoing tale titled “Gingy’s 
Story.” In it, a woman named Gingy re-
counts her entire life in an almost memoir-

esque fashion simply by describing the 
clothes she was wearing at different stages 
in her life and what these clothes repre-
sented to her at each time. Through such 
a simple theatrical device, a women’s clos-
et is transformed from a dump of wasted 
money (in most husbands’ opinions) to 
a visual history of a woman’s past loves, 
losses, and everything in between.

Such a reversal of a commonly held 
male idea—that a woman’s closet is an 
unused wasteland—is hidden under 
layers of what some may describe as a 
chick-script, just as Ephron’s spin on the 
old adage “men and women can’t just 
be friends” was hidden under the ro-
mantic comedy façade of “When Harry 
Met Sally.” Yet, both materials’ lasting 
power hinges on this deeper explora-
tion, which is why the play’s superficial 
flaws—its repetitiveness, uneven pace, 
and sometimes forgettable stories—can 
be forgiven in light of its answer to that 
age-old male question: “Why do wom-
en need all these shoes?!”

Time:  Open-ended run, days and 
times vary 
Place: Westside Theater, 407 W. 43rd 
St (between 9th and 10th Avenues)
Cost:  $75

Where It’s At

Courtesy of Carol Rosegg
Best dressed |  Nora Ephron’s “Love, Loss, and What I Wore” explores the importance of clothing in women’s memory.

SEE ARTICLE, page XX
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Popular club continues to bring students ‘Glee’
By Joe Daly

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The recent buzz sur-
rounding “Glee’s” Golden 
Globe award might not 
be the only reason for 
Columbians to talk about 

the show. For students interested in 
singing in a choir without the poten-
tial rejection of Columbia’s a capella 
scene, the Columbia University Glee 
Club is the next best thing.

Columbia’s Glee Club, a student 
group that makes no cuts for its choir, 
actually predates the now-famous Fox 
TV show of the same name. Even be-
fore the show nabbed the Golden Globe 
for Best Comedy Series, the club gained 
traction as the show took off. 

In a phone interview, Angela 
Kelichner, GS, Glee Club’s interim 
president, spoke about how the club 
gained popularity in the fall of 2009. 
”In the beginning of the year, around 
club day, I had my name down on sev-
eral clubs’ lists that I was interested 
in and one of them was for the Glee 
Club,” Kelichner said. “When some of 
us turned out for the first meeting it 
turned out they needed a whole new 
board because by the end of last year 
it had dwindled down to a single mem-
ber. We realized we had to get moving 
or else Glee Club was going to be gone. 
So, we formed an interim board and I 
volunteered to be president.”

Kelichner named a few differences 
between the TV show and the reality 
of Columbia’s club. “The show has less 
members than we do. They probably 
top out at fifteen and we ended last se-
mester with about fifty members. Two, 

they do more dancing than we do. We 
are looking to incorporate more dance, 
but we’re not sure how that’s going to 
fit in with everything. That’s probably 
the big thing,” she said.

Although Glee Club has gained many 
of its members through its loose associa-
tion with the TV show, its most market-
able quality is its inclusive nature. For 
students fed up with the competition of 
Columbia’s a capella groups, Glee Club 
is an accepting alternative.

“I sang in high school, and to be 
perfectly honest I got rejected from 
every single a capella group on cam-
pus, but I wanted the opportunity 
to sing in a choral setting,” Leonard 
Robinson, SEAS ’13, said.

Kelichner, too, credits the popular-
ity of the club to the sometimes-harsh 
a capella cuts. “I think a lot of it had to 
do with the show and also just a lot of 
people on campus want to sing. I know 
there are several a capella groups but 
they only accept a couple of people a 
year. A lot of people we have went on a 
couple auditions and didn’t get in to a 
group. We take anyone,” she said.

And yet, even though Glee Club 
was Leonard’s second choice, he seems 
happy to be a part of it. “It has been 
one of the best times I’ve ever had,” 
he said. “We got to sing at the Black 
Candle dinner for African American 
Awareness. We also got to perform in 
the tree lighting ceremony.”

tv

New bar delivers the old 
world to Morningside

By DEvin Briski
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

With the weather 
downright bloody, stu-
dents can now seek ref-
uge in Morningside’s new 
British-inspired bar 999.

La Negrita’s replacement main-
tains many aspects of the former un-
derclassman haunt—similar carding 
policies and a low-key atmosphere—
while adding a few features straight 
from across the pond.  

Marc Solomon, the owner of 
nearby Caribbean-French fusion 
destination A Cafe and Wine Room 
(Columbus Avenue at 108th Street), 
took over the La Negrita lot. It is clear 
Solomon loves every minute of bar-
owner life as he hops from table to 
table schmoozing with customers, his 
demeanor switching from friendly to 
extremely friendly depending on the 
gender of the patron. Lucky nights in-
volve lemon drops on the house and, 
recently, free cake. 

Ordering a paradise cocktail might 
induce a blank stare from the bartend-
er, but 999 is a great place to kick back 
with an ice cold Stella or, even better, 
one of its surprisingly cheap and well-
mixed five-dollar margaritas, mojitos, 
martinis, and manhattans.

While neither the vibe (nor the 
sign, for that matter) has been al-
tered significantly in the changeover, 
Solomon has brought his own unique 
twist to the joint. A new electronic 
jukebox allows patrons to control the 
playlist, which can lend itself to some 

questionable decision-making. If you 
are willing to pay a dollar to listen 
to Ke$ha, then what’s stopping you 
from another five-dollar mojito? The 
jukebox also leads to an assortment of 
music as diverse as the crowd the bar 
attracts. Michael Jackson, Pearl Jam, 
and Beyoncé all find a home here.  

A new fireplace contributes to the 
cozy English ambience Solomon aims 
to achieve, and plans are underway to 
start serving pub food like shepherd’s 
pie. Until then, 999 brings a taste of 
Britain without the bite of the current 
exchange rate.

food 
and 
drink

Jack Zeitman for Spectator
British Booze |  999 has turned what was 
once La Negrita into a British-themed 
bar, with new drink deals but few-
changes to the casual mood.

Courtesy of Columbia University Glee Club

Gleeful noise  |  In Columbia’s own Glee Club, students can escape a capella 
auditions in favor of an inclusive organization like that on Fox’s “Glee.”



Four issues to 
keep your eye on
It’s a new decade, a new year, 

and a new semester. The 
“aughts” were tumultuous 

both on campus and off, and the 
next decade promises to be no dif-
ferent. But while our University 
will continue to feel the effects of 
the ongoing turmoil in the city, 
the nation, and across the globe, 
it will also have to grapple with 
controversy in its own backyard. 
With an eye on those conflicts that 
strike closest to home, here are 
four pressing campus issues that 
Columbians should be paying at-
tention to this semester.

First, the elephant of elephants 
in the room: Manhattanville. This 
has been the hot topic in campus 
news for the past few years, and 
it looks to be the issue of the de-
cade. This Friday, we’ll weigh in 
on the short-term outlook of the 
project. But for now, it’s vital that 
students (and workers, professors, 
administrators, and community 
members) be well informed about 
developments. This is your com-
munity: this campus and this 
neighborhood. It will remain your 
community after you graduate. 
As a member of this community, 
it’s your duty to be an active, in-
formed citizen.

We’re also looking at a number 
of major changes to dining poli-
cies in the coming academic year. 
At Columbia, formerly à la carte 
venues like JJ’s Place and Ferris 
Booth will shift to the meal plan, 
with all-you-can-eat meal offer-
ings. At Barnard, beginning in the 
fall of 2010, all students will be re-
quired to have meal plans. Student 
government has been in dialogue 
about these proposals with the 
various administrative bodies that 
handle dining, but there has been 
limited publicity and transparency 
from the Columbia and Barnard 
administrations. We may debate 
the merits of the proposed poli-
cies, but what’s clear is that they 
promise to change significantly 
a critical component of campus 

life. At the least, students must 
demand that their administra-
tions be forthcoming with their 
visions for how these changes 
would look.

On the housing front, this is 
the semester in which the propos-
al for gender-neutral housing will 
be finalized. Students should take 
heart in the administration’s quick 
movement on this issue—not only 
because of its political importance, 
but because it represents a move 
to make housing options more 
comfortable for the student body 
at large. We recognize that parents 
and students alike have legitimate 
concerns about gender-neutral 
housing, but we firmly believe 
students should support a policy 
that would give their peers more 
choice when it comes to selecting 
roommates.

Finally, study days. In the past, 
reading week began after classes 
ended on Monday and ran until 
Friday. This year, it was as short 
as two days for some students. 
For us, this is as clear-cut an issue 
as there is. Columbia is, first and 
foremost, an educational institu-
tion. After a semester of attending 
classes, taking exams, and writing 
papers, students need more than 
two days to review course mate-
rials. Over break, the class coun-
cils formulated a proposal under 
which the fall semester would be-
gin the first week of September, 
regardless of the timing of Labor 
Day. This proposal would restore a 
full reading week, and it’s a step in 
the right direction. If you’re con-
cerned about your academic fu-
ture (or that of your classmates), or 
if you’re simply concerned about 
fairness—a lot of professors dealt 
with the short reading period by 
assigning earlier in-class finals or 
take-homes—this is the time to 
speak up. Sign a petition, join (or 
make) a Facebook group, write a 
letter or op-ed, e-mail administra-
tors or student leaders—it’s your 
right and your responsibility.

Staff Editorial

The way to a 
man’s heart 
may be through 

his stomach, but ap-
parently the way to 
a Barnard woman’s 
is not through hers. 
Barnard’s administra-
tion is learning this the 
hard way, as it faces 
the aftermath of force-
feeding a proposal 
for a mandatory meal 
plan to its students.

The proposal, to take effect in the next 
academic year, was announced in December 
and mandates that each Barnard student sign 
up for a meal plan. In an e-mail to the student 
body announcing the policy, Dean Dorothy 
Denburg wrote, “We believe that the revised 
plan will build community and animate the 
Diana Center, yet still accounts for differences 
in lifestyle of students by class and residence.”

Students will break bread together and 
bond and learn from one another over 
scintillating conversation like, “Really? 
You used seven points for that sand-
wich?”, “Oh my God, will you just shut 
your mouth while you chew?”, and “Meal 
plan—more like meal scam!”

For if Facebook is any indication (and if 
there isn’t evidence of something on Facebook, 
did it ever even happen?) Barnardians have not 
taken kindly to the meal plan. The Facebook 
group “PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO BE 
OFF THE MEAL PLAN!” had 641 members 
as of Jan. 19—that is more than a quarter of 
the Barnard student body. And if caps lock 
wasn’t enough to convince you that this group 
is serious, consider this: In less than a month, 
the group wrote and sent a manifesto to the 

administration and tentatively arranged for 
a meeting with the Student Government 
Association. Those steps may not be particular-
ly effective, but they do reveal a sense of shared 
purpose, of cohesiveness, and of unity. What’s 
that word again? Community?

Community, as you know, is a sore spot 
for Columbia University as a whole and for 
Barnard in particular. Even if our sports teams 
did rise above a .500 record, I doubt they’d at-
tract much enthusiasm from the students here 
who have cultivated and projected their sense 
of dissatisfaction and disdain since toddler-
hood (“Oh, mummy, disposable diapers? Did 
you even consider Mother Earth?”), mean-
ing that the traditional collegiate community 
has little chance. But this campus-wide ennui 
leads to the perpetuation of a different kind 
of community: a community defined by op-
position, one that thrives on complaining and 
reacting and fades in and out of existence—or 
mutates—according to the cause du jour. Let’s 
call it the “community of no.”

The anti-meal plan Facebook group is 
just the latest iteration of this phenomenon. 
Two years ago, when Facebook was still 
in its adorable toddler stage and there had 
only been one round of “Bring Back the 
Old Facebook!” groups, a real-life group 
of Columbia students undertook a hunger 
strike to protest certain University policies. 
That protest fit right into the “community 
of no.” The student strikers defined their 
group and its mission in opposition to the 
University as an institution. Other students 
attempted to provoke the strikers—in one 
instance eating McDonald’s mere feet from 
the South Lawn octopus (which repre-
sented, presumably, the rubbery, slightly 
unsettling texture of Columbia’s proposed 
Manhattanville campus). But the mockery 

seemed only to strengthen the strikers’ re-
solve and the community that had formed 
around them.

But twist! A second group, known on 
Facebook as “We Do NOT Support the 
Hunger Strikers,” then formed to protest the 
protesting. This group also attracted hun-
dreds of members, but it didn’t do anything 
as radical as publicly taunting the strikers or 
waging a counter-hunger strike. Instead, it 
posted a manifesto for its members to send to 
the administration—a manifesto against those 
who were against the administration. On one 
hand, that’s a double negative and amounts 
to an affirmation of the administration. On 
the other hand, nowhere in the manifesto did 
group members state that they supported the 
administration. They only decried the protest-
ers. So, on the third hand (I, like the octo-
pus, am many-handed), the group was the 
epitome of the “community of no”: obsessed 
with protest and opposition but uninterested 
in ideas or constructive criticism.

So far, “PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO 
BE OFF THE MEAL PLAN!” has not ap-
proached that point. It has formed as a 
“community of no,” but it is also taking real 
action, trying to reach a compromise with the 
administration. If the administration really is 
motivated by an apparent lack of community, 
then it need only look online to see that a 
vital and active community does exist. It may 
not be the warm, friendly, stable Hogwartsy 
(warty?) community that President Debora 
Spar spoke of, but then, even Hogwarts’ meal 
plan isn’t without controversy—have you seen 
the working conditions of house elves?
 

Anna Arons is a Barnard College senior 
majoring in urban studies. Two cents and 

sensibility runs alternate Wednesdays.

Community Food and Juice

Two cents
and sensibility

A n na 	
A ron s

by nathalie Lissain

What was once the world’s premier exem-
plar of freedom and liberation from the con-
fines of capitalist government is now a nation 
that must look to the world for assistance in 
rebuilding a fragmented society demolished 
by the tremor of a single earthquake.

But who or what is to blame for the current 
situation—the many Haitian citizens whose 
decaying bodies will serve as a reminder of the 
aid that arrived too late or not at all? Is it the 
faulty Haitian government, the collapsed in-
frastructure that blocks the roads, or the over-
packed airport that inhibits various aid groups, 
such as the American Red Cross, from coming 
to their assistance? This unthinkable situation 
is one that continues to perplex many as a relief 
effort is organized and a country in turmoil is 
rebuilt. Even when aid is delivered, there is still 
no significant means of relief.

The Red Cross estimates that nearly 3.5 mil-
lion Haitian citizens have been affected by the 
earthquake. Internationally, Haitian relief is a 
top priority.  Many nations, including China, 
Iceland, and the United States, continue to of-
fer their assistance in pulling bodies, some-
times alive, out of the rubble and attempting 
to provide “order” to a country that has no 
stable governing body. But much of the aid 
is concentrated only in certain areas of Port-
au-Prince. The underlying root of the uneven 
distribution of food and medical supplies may 
be that those assisting in the aftermath of the 
disaster do not have the priorities they claim 
to have. The World Food Programme, for 
example, was scheduled to land in Haiti last 
Thursday.  However, the plane carrying wa-
ter, food, and medical supplies was forced to 

land on Saturday to decrease air traffic so that 
troops arriving in Haiti could provide order in 
this time of chaos.

Those living in Carrefour, Leogane, Petit–
Goave, Jacmel, La Gonave, and other provinces, 
miles from the capital, thus continue to ques-
tion if aid has truly arrived in a timely and ef-
ficient manner. On just one road, thousands of 
Haitians line the streets waiting for their daily 
ration of stale biscuits and two bottles of water. 
Only two miles away, there is a famished family 
who remains in constant belief that the individ-
uals who were lucky enough to eat today were 
simply at the right place at the right time. While 
the people of Haiti become increasingly dissat-
isfied with the current situation, it is apparent 
that their anger and frustrations will only lead 
to future troubles—looting, violence, starvation, 
and even more preventable deaths. 

Even on the streets of Port-au-Prince—at the 
center of the relief effort—many turn to loot-
ing in order to provide food and water for their 
families. As they search frantically in the rubble 
of damaged supermarkets for sustenance, fights 
break out, gun blasts fill the air, and gang activ-
ity spreads throughout. Many Haitians living in 
the United States wonder if this is the same Haiti 
they left many years ago, and some of them are 
losing all hope in this nation, which still has so 
much potential. “They must have priorities” are 
the words of my mom, who believes that im-
provements can only come through a structured 
governing body or at least an organized society.

The United States has already begun to 
make strides towards building a better Haiti. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton stopped by 
Port-au-Prince on Saturday to meet with current 
President René Préval to offer her support. She 
even brought water, food, and American relief 
workers. President Barack Obama and former 
Presidents George W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
have also pledged to make effective relief ef-
forts. President Obama remarked, “as the death 
toll of Haiti grows, the American response, 
both public and private, must grow with it” as 

he commenced to embark on a campaign that 
will raise money for Haiti’s future.

The United States Agency for International 
Development has just begun to clear roads for 14 
food and water centers. As I write this article, the 
Red Cross and organizations such as Yéle Haiti 
are still in the process of raising money and other 
goods. In churches and schools worldwide, peo-
ple are packing countless suitcases and boxes of 
material that will be sent to the needy of Haiti. 
On Jan. 22, 2010, Columbia UNICEF will have its 
first meeting of the semester. They are hoping to 
partner with other groups on campus to organize 
another relief effort. As Columbia students, we 
must play a crucial role 
in this crisis by offer-
ing our assistance. 
Before we can com-
mence to change the 
country of Haiti and 
save the Haitian peo-
ple, it is imperative to 
consider our priorities. 
Before donating, we 
must question where 
and to whom our 
money and goods 
are going.

As citizens of 
the world, we must 
do our part to en-
sure that our neigh-
bors in Haiti are re-
ceiving the aid they need. The current 
state of Haiti will continue to remain stagnant 
if aid is not properly distributed. There is no 
doubt that aid is and will continue to pour 
into Haiti. However, we must ensure that the 
aid we provide goes to everyone in need and 
not just a segment of the population. 

The author is a Barnard College sophomore. 
She is a member of the Charles Drew Pre-Medical 
Society Organizational Committee and a Double 
Discovery Center tutor. 

Haiti: Where is 
the aid?
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Do you want to voice

by Eric rice

Two of our girls were exhausted—the des-
perate screaming of chickens being plucked had 
awoken them at 5 a.m. Another had biting ants 
swarm up her pant leg—twice. Most were gen-
erally sleep deprived, unaccustomed to their un-
heated, mostly open-air homes, where a warm 
shower was simply an unfulfilled promise. The 
blisters I got from the machetes and hoes were 
bleeding freely. All in all, we found out very 
quickly that life at Columbia had not neces-
sarily prepared us for the hard existence of the 
coffee farmers of Guatemala. However, accord-
ing to Timoteo Minas, one of our host farmers 
from our eight-day trip this winter break, coffee 
farmers are far better off now than they were 
five years ago, when they began working with 
As Green As It Gets, the Non-Governmental 
Organization specializing in micro-finance 
with whom we planned our trip.

Anthropology and Middle East and Asian 
Languages and Cultures majors (three of the eight 
students on the trip) may be inclined to shy away 
from seemingly colonialist methods of foreign 
aid such as micro-finance and the “Marshall Plan 
for Africa” put forward by Columbia Business 
School Dean Glenn Hubbard. The lack of appeal 
of such methods stems from their reliance upon 
an American-style capitalism that encroaches 
into the lives of the local people. AGAIG found-
er and Director Franklin Voorhes himself cites 
“developing and enabling a culture of entrepre-
neurship like that which exists in the States” as a 
primary goal of his organization. That may not be 
a culturally relativist standpoint, but the farmers I 
spoke to raved about the improvements working 
with this NGO brought to their lives. They have, 

for example, been able to make additions to their 
homes that allow them to comfortably house and 
provide for their children, resulting in a higher 
graduation rate from high school—a rare occur-
rence in rural Guatemala, especially for girls.

According to Voorhes, his organization 
helped found the San Miguel Escobar coffee co-
operative five years ago.  The farmers had previ-
ously been victimized by a system that prohibited 
them from occupying more of the value chain 
of coffee production.  As explained by Voorhes 
and Peace Corps volunteer Alexander Nixon, 
the fincas (plantations) bought raw coffee fruit 
from farmers at ridiculously low prices, which 
amount to well below a livable wage. They then 

processed the coffee fruit into green coffee (which 
is called “gold coffee” in Guatemala because of its 
value) and perhaps roasted it, before selling it to 
Westerners for a large profit. Now, says Sr. Minas, 
loans and technical advice from AGAIG have 
allowed the farmers of San Miguel Escobar to 
start processing and roasting coffee themselves, 
adding massively to their profit margins. Other 
members of the co-op, like Alberto Hernandez 
and Filiberto Salazar, say that, as farmers in the 
village, they saw the improvement in quality of 
life for those who were working with AGAIG. 
Soon, more and more overcame their fear of 
working with gringos and joined in.  The co-op 
now consists of 47 farmers, and Sr. Minas reports 
that the group hopes to one day include all of the 
farmers in San Miguel Escobar.

AGAIG’s small business loans have also 
allowed the children and wives of the farmers 
to help support their families. For example, 
Maria Bonita is 14. She sells 1500 units of lip-
balm a year, which allows her to pay for her 
own education and help her father feed her 
10 siblings. Perhaps more importantly, she is 
learning to handle money and run a business, 
just as American kids who run a lemonade 
stand do. These micro-businesses also create 
some financial wiggle-room for the farmers, 
which may allow them to invest more money 
back into their business: to buy a decaffeina-
tor, more land, etc. This latter consequence 
is vital as it will, I believe, allow tiny coffee 
co-ops (for example) to grow into small to 
medium-sized businesses that can really pro-
vide jobs through trickle-down economics to 
a poor town, which is what Dean Hubbard 
believes is the key to ending world poverty. 

Dean Hubbard and, on a smaller scale, the 
proponents of micro-finance are laying the 
groundwork for a system that combines ideal-
ism and actual change. Cultural relativist criti-
cism is all well and good in the ivory tower; how-
ever, the efficacy of aid based on business rather 
than charity can be judged from the response 
of the people to whom it is given. Whether or 
not such programs, which strive to fundamen-
tally change the economic structure and culture 
of impoverished areas, actually improve lives 
should not be judged based on a definition of 
“improvement” created by a neocolonial power 
seeking to reshape the “third world” in its own 
image. Rather, those whose lives these initiatives 
aim to improve should judge the efficacy of such 
programs themselves. For me, living among the 
farmers in Guatemala and hearing their assess-
ments of working with micro-finance has inval-
idated the criticism of business-based aid as a 
culturally imperialist approach.

The author is a Columbia College junior 
majoring in anthropology. 
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berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

english language teacher 
Improve your writing, speaking and 
reading in English. Communicate ef-
fectively in academics, business or 
everyday life. Lessons are planned to 
meet each student’s needs. Experi-
enced, certified (Cambridge Univ CEL-
TA) teacher of English as a Second 
Language. CU Master/International Af-
fairs. $30/hr. (646) 251-3640. kesls@ 
verizon.net

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

textbooks bought and sold 
New and used, online buybacks. Buy, 
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260) 
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See 
site for other support lines.

seeking tutor to help with or-
ganization of researched information 
and paper writing. Call Milena (917) 
930-4096. 

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org.

Affordable APTS FOR RENT right 
behind Lincoln Center. Rent starting 
as low as $1195/mo. (212) 769-2000.

RENOVATED UWS STUDIO
CPW/105 St. $260K; maint $410.
This apt has a separate kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances, 11 ft ceil-
ings and hardwood floors. It’s in a 
small landmark building, steps away 
from Central Park. Please note, this 
is an HDFC building with income re-
quirements. Inquire for details (917) 
434-3361.

textbooks bought and sold 
New and used, online buybacks. Buy, 
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260) 
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See 
site for other support lines.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Sports

By Zach Glubiak
Spectator Staff Writer

This past weekend saw six Ancient Eight teams 
open their conference slates. As Columbia faced 
off against the unanimous preseason Ivy League 
favorite Cornell, both Brown 
and Harvard picked up big wins 
to open their Ancient Eight cam-
paigns. Penn and Princeton were 
both idle. The Big Red provided 
the backdrop for it all, earning 
national headlines by travelling to then No. 1, un-
defeated Kansas and scaring the Jayhawks faithful 
in a tantalizingly close 71-66 loss.

Brown opened its Ivy League slate with a 75-
66 win over Yale in New Haven behind a career-
high 15 points from senior Steve Gruber. Gruber 
came off the bench to go three for five from the field 

and convert 80 percent of his free throws. Despite 
getting limited minutes from all-Ivy center Matt 
Mullery, the Bears were balanced offensively with 
three players scoring in double figures. Freshman 
Andrew McCarthy’s 14-point, eight-rebound per-
formance earned him Ivy League Rookie of the 
Week honors. Juniors Adrian Williams and Garrett 
Leffelman rounded out Brown’s scoring with 12 
points and nine points, respectively.

Despite the Bears’ plethora of threats on the 
offensive end, they trailed the Bulldogs 31-29 at 
the half. Brown opened with a 24-16 run after 
the break, taking a commanding 55-45 lead on a 
three from Gruber. Yale responded, pulling to 55-
52 with seven unanswered points, only to watch 
the game slip away as the visitors broke loose on 
a 10-1 run. That spurt would effectively ice the 
game, giving the Bears a comfortable 65-53 lead 
with 2:40 in the game.

Yale may point to the charity stripe as a key 
factor in the loss. The Bulldogs shot a disap-
pointing 61.1 percent from the line, convert-
ing only 11 free throws compared to a 24 of 29 
showing by the Bears—good for 82.8 percent. 
Mike Sands led Yale with 15 points and eight re-
bounds, while Alex Zampier and Michael Grace 
contributed 14 points each. Brown (7-11, 1-0 
Ivy) and Yale (6-12, 0-1 Ivy) head to Providence, 
R.I., this Friday for a rematch.

Harvard’s matchup with Dartmouth was less 
dramatic—the Crimson handed the Big Green 
a resounding 76-47 defeat in Cambridge, Mass. 
Dartmouth pulled out ahead to a 12-11 lead, but 
Harvard blew the game open with 11-0 and 11-1 
runs in the first half.  Sophomore power forward 
Keith Wright contributed heavily to the first-half 
dominance and had a career day in the process, 
scoring 16 of his career-high 22 points in the 

opening twenty minutes. Wright, who shot a red-
hot 11-of-16 from the floor, added six rebounds and 
three steals in his 25 minutes on the court.

The Crimson’s dominance encompassed every 
facet of the game. Harvard out rebounded Dartmouth 
36-27 on the night and a swarming defense produced 
11 Crimson steals and 10 Crimson blocks.

Christian Webster and Jeremy Lin provided bal-
ance for Harvard, contributing 12 and 11 points, re-
spectively. Lin, who was perfect from the free throw 
line, added five assists and six steals. Ronnie Dixon 
paced the Big Green with 12 points. Dartmouth (3-
11, 0-1) and Harvard (12-3, 1-0) head up to Hanover 
for the second leg of their home-and-away season 
series this weekend.

The real news around the Ivy League this 
January, though, was the play of the defending Ivy 

Cornell, Harvard, Brown open Ancient Eight competition with victories

Around
The 

League

You know the games at 
carnivals? The ones 
with the really great 

prizes—huge stuffed bears or 
turtles or whatever animals—
those games that you know 
you can’t win, but you try any-
way, because those stuffed ani-
mals are the best in the park? I 
hate those games.

There’s this one at the Santa 
Monica Pier called Jacob’s 
Ladder. There’s a ladder that 
you have to climb in order to 

get a stuffed bear. You have to reach the red buzzer at 
the top in order to win, but you can’t use your knees. 
You have to have your feet on the red rung of the lad-
der (the third-highest rung) as you ring the buzzer.

It’s an impossible game, but people play it be-
cause they want those bears. The night I went, people 
tried to climb the ladders because the bears wore 
Texas hoodies. It was the Texas Exes alumni of-
ficial pre-game party the night before the National 
Championship and damned if I didn’t want one too.

I already had a mini Texas bear. I’d won it at the 
basketball game—the one where the baskets are 
actually designed so that you have to make a per-
fect shot to get it in because the rims are rigged. By 
“won,” I mean that I chatted up a recent UT grad 
named Eric and, after missing all three of my at-
tempts, he gave me the bear that he had won.

But Jacob’s Ladder and games like it aren’t the type 
where you figure out the “trick” and then master it. 
These games require a small miracle from upstairs and 
a 50 slipped to the attendant.

I tried to climb that ladder three times. Each time 
I would just get balanced enough to attempt to move 
one foot and one hand onto the next rung. And with 
them extended, I would start to wobble and before I 
knew it the ladder had flipped and I was looking up at 
the Santa Monica Ferris Wheel.

That’s how I felt during the National 
Championship, as if I had one leg and one arm ex-
tended, ready to take that next step—even though I 
knew it would flip the ladder.

See, there are some things in life that are not fair. It’s 
not fair that Shiloh Jolie-Pitt hit the genetic jackpot. It’s 
not fair that Lea Michele can sing Barbra Streisand and 
I can’t even sing hymns on key. It’s not fair that on the 
third play of the National Championship, after getting 
cheated out of the game the year before, Colt McCoy 
got hurt on a quarterback sneak. It’s just not fair.

I’m not one of those fans who will preach about 
how if Colt hadn’t gotten hurt Texas would have defi-
nitely won. (Texas would’ve definitely won.) Truth is, I 
can’t say. Colt might’ve choked, thrown multiple inter-
ceptions, or pulled a Tony Romo on the Longhorns. 

But we’ll never know. Because he did get hurt, 
and true freshman Garrett Gilbert did come into 
the game, and Texas didn’t complete a pass in the 
entire second quarter. Actually, that’s a lie. Gilbert 
completed two passes in the second quarter. They 
were just to Alabama players.

Life goes on. I had to be satisfied with my mini 
Texas Longhorns bear. I had to come to grips with 
the fact that Texas lost. But it’s difficult, because 
there will always be that “What if?” question in the 
back of my mind. 

What if Colt didn’t get hurt? What if Gilbert 
hit Jordan Shipley when he was so wide open he 
might’ve been able to run all the way back to Texas? 
Those questions make the loss a little easier to stom-
ach, easier than if Texas had just been outplayed.

I wanted that bear. I wanted that bear so badly 
that I willingly tried a game that I knew was impos-
sible. I tried to climb that ladder even though the 
attendant told me there was no way I was going to 
make it to the top. Must’ve been a little like what 
Garrett Gilbert felt when Mack Brown handed him 
his helmet and told him: “Go get ‘em, son.”

Holly MacDonald is a Barnard College junior
majoring in history and English.

sportseditors@columbiaspectator.com 
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The editors’ picks for the 
week ahead

What to 
Watch

Cavaliers vs. Lakers, Thursday, 
Jan. 21, 8 p.m., Cleveland, OH

Jets at Colts, Sunday, Jan. 24, 3 p.m., 
Indianapolis, IN

Columbia vs. Cornell, Saturday, Jan. 
23, 4:30 p.m., Levien Gym

The No. 1 team in the West will clash with 
the No.1 team in the East when Kobe Bryant 
and the Lakers take on LeBron James and the 

Cavaliers. L.A. will seek to avenge a 102-87 
Christmas-day loss to Cleveland.

The Jets will look to keep their surprising 
playoff run going when they face off against 
the Colts on Sunday. The Colts—led by four-

time MVP Peyton Manning— will be the Jets’ 
toughest test yet. 

Come to Pack the House Night and support 
both the men’s and women’s basketball teams 
as they take on Ancient Eight rival Cornell. The 
women’s game will start at 4:30 p.m. and the 

men’s game will follow at 7 p.m.

NATIONAL:NEW YORK:COLUMBIA:

File photos
reising above  |  Former Lion Sophie Reiser was drafted into the Wom-
en’s Professional Soccer League after an impressive college career.

By sarah Sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

pro
going

Former Light Blue 
star Sophie Reiser 
sets her sights on 
professional soccer

SEE Around the league, page 2

In her four years on the Columbia women’s soccer 
team, Sophie Reiser created a legacy that few student-
athletes can match. After starting 13 of Columbia’s 18 
games as a freshman, she started in all of the Lions’ 
matches in her final three seasons. She has been an all-
Ivy first team selection since her sophomore year and 
received Ivy League Player of the Year honors in 2008. 
But even with all of those accomplishments under her 
belt, Reiser still has to prove herself on the field.

Reiser will be fighting for a roster spot on the 
Chicago Red Stars, the team that selected her with the 
42nd overall pick of the 2010 Women’s Professional 
Soccer Draft. Reiser was the fourth selection of the 
fifth round. 

The draft, held on Jan. 15 in Philadelphia, consisted 
of seven rounds and a total of 65 selections by the nine 
teams in Women’s Professional Soccer, a United States 
league only in its second season of existence.

As a late pick, Reiser waited almost four hours 
for her name to be called. Chicago selected defender 
Whitney Engen in the first round with the fourth 
overall pick and forward Jessica McDonald in the 
second round with the 15th overall pick. Engen and 
McDonald both had played for the University of 
North Carolina, the 2009 national champion. 

After the first two rounds, the Red Stars picked one 
player from the University of Portland and one from 
the University of Notre Dame before selecting Reiser. 
While Reiser headed into the draft thinking that she 
would be picked in the fourth or fifth round, she ex-
perienced some doubt that she would be selected at 
all as the draft progressed.

“It took a really long time,” Reiser said. “You get 
to a point where you’re like, ‘Well, are they going to 
call my name?’” 

Now that she has been selected, Reiser couldn’t be 
happier. While the Boston Breakers also expressed a 
strong interest in her, Reiser felt most comfortable with 

SEE reiser, page 2
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