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The five Columbia students 
accused of selling drugs in 
December appeared together 
in Manhattan Supreme Court 
on Tuesday morning.

During the brief, 30-minute 
appearance, the attorneys spoke 
directly with Judge Michael 
Sonberg and were presented 
with the search warrants for 
the dorm rooms of Chris Coles, 
CC ’12; Harrison David, SEAS 
’12; Adam Klein, CC ’12; Jose 
Stephan Perez, CC ’12; and 
Michael Wymbs, SEAS ’11.

Sonberg also issued a March 
1 court date, when prosecutors 
could issue “superseding in-
dictments,” additional charges 
from evidence reflecting the 
results of the search warrants.

It was “an ordinary, expect-
ed, procedural day,” Wymbs’ 
lawyer Michael Bachner said 
after the hearing.

The five students sat 

dispersed throughout the 
courtroom with family mem-
bers until Sonberg formally 
called the court to order. They 
were then instructed to sit to-
gether at the defendants table. 

Each stared straight ahead 
and remained silent through-
out the proceedings. Coles 
and Perez, known as Stephan 
Vincenzo, had both cut their 
long hair. 

The appearance marked the 
day’s first hearing for Judge 
Sonberg, who was relaxed and 
chuckling with the five attor-
neys who conferred with him 
regarding search warrants. 

At the end of the hearing, 
Sonberg jokingly introduced 
a motion to combine all of 
the charges against the defen-
dants—37 in total—under one 
clause that “encompasses the 
universe.”

Around 40 people were in the 
courtroom, and the hearing was 
marked by less media attention 
than previous court appearances. 

BY CONSTANCE BOOZER
Columbia Daily Spectator 

A developer says T.J. Maxx 
and Whole Foods could use 
new neighbors. But surround-
ing small businesses say they’re 
not convinced. 

Winick Realty Group, the 
company responsible for leas-
ing in the Columbus Square de-
velopment on Columbus Avenue 
from 97th to 100th streets, an-
nounced last week that they 
want to bring locally-owned 
businesses into the smaller 
spaces in the development. The 
superblock is marked by chain 
stores, including Whole Foods 
and Sephora. 

“We now look forward to 
putting the whipped cream and 
cherry on top with the smaller 
retail and complete this project,” 
Winick’s executive vice presi-
dent Lori Shabtai said in a press 
release.

Some local business owners, 
wary of what they see as the 
development’s negative effects 
on their bottom lines, say they 
aren’t sold on Winick’s commit-
ment—especially since the de-
velopment began construction 
in 2006. 

Leena Sharma, an employee 
at Sing & Sing Market  across the 
street, said she finds it hard to 

believe that Winick is genuinely 
interested in the welfare of local 
businesses. 

“It’s all about money,” 
Sharma said. “This section isn’t 
changing for good—it’s chang-
ing into 72nd and Broadway 
stores,” referencing that area’s 
busy retail strip. 

Leasing smaller spaces to lo-
cal retailers, however, has always 
been part of Winick’s vision for 
Columbus Square, Winick bro-
ker Kelly Gedinsky wrote in an 
email statement.

“This is not by any means a 
new idea,” she wrote.  “When 
leasing a project of this magni-
tude, as a broker, it is our respon-
sibility to ensure that the retail-
ers who are occupying spaces of 
25,000-60,000 square feet are 
given the chance to lay out their 
stores to maximize the brand’s 
efficiency and to fit the incoming 
brand’s prototype.”

“Now that we have completed 
all of the lower level leasing, all 
of the ground floor layouts are 
for the most part set and we 
can focus our attention on the 
smaller requirements,” Gedinsky 
added. 

Anne Cottavoz, who owns the 
Columbus Natural Food store 
located a block from Columbus 
Square, has been an outspo-
ken critic of the development’s 

effects on small business. Last 
summer, she organized a suc-
cessful public campaign to save 
her property, as well as a neigh-
boring Subway sandwich shop 
and a Chinese restaurant, from 
being torn down by the Witkoff 
Group—separate from Winick 
Realty.

While she said she said she’s 
glad she could keep her store, 
Cottavoz said that competing 
chain stores might still drive her 
out of the area. 

“To say that they’re promot-
ing local businesses is a lie,” 
Cottavoz said.

Gedinsky said that Winick 
has been meeting with commu-
nity boards and fielding calls 
from locals to respond to con-
cerns. Although Winick declined 
to comment on rental rates, 
Gedinsky said they will try to 
make their new rental spaces 
accessible to smaller businesses.  

“We have made sure to price 
the Amsterdam side of the proj-
ect to be more attractive to 
neighborhood retail.  As bro-
kers, we listen to what the mar-
ket and the neighbors tell us and 
we have received numerous calls 
requesting area retail. The area 
is demanding small business and 
we have space small enough to 

BY CONSTANCE BOOZER
Columbia Daily Spectator 

As one grocery store leaves 
West Harlem, the city is 
preparing to review proposals 
for its replacement.

At a meeting Tuesday night, 
city officials said that plans for 
replacing the upscale grocery 
store, which is being evicted 
from its complex on 125th and 
126th streets, are progressing.

Alejandro Baquero, assis-
tant vice president of devel-
opment at the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation—the 

agency handling the new de-
veloper search—said that re-
sponses from developers are 
due by 5 p.m. on Wednesday. 
His office has not received any 
yet, he said.

“The process depends on the 
size of the pool and the strength 
of the applications,” Baquero said. 
“We’ll see what the market says.”

Citarella’s eviction is the re-
sult of a State Supreme Court 
ruling in June 2009, which as-
serted that its developer failed to 
fulfill a promise to fill office and 
retail space in its building, the 
former Taystee Bakery Complex. 

The city has been searching for a 
new developer since November. 

Baquero said that litigation 
is still ongoing and he could not 
comment about his expectations 
for the proposals, though he has 
received a number of calls.

The meeting, hosted by 
West Harlem’s Community 
Board 9, brought the EDC 
and the board’s Land Use and 
Zoning Committee together to 
discuss health and business is-
sues in Harlem. 

Local residents had an array 

Accused students 
appear in court
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ROUTINE APPEARANCE  | Adam Klein, CC ’12, exits the Manhattan Supreme Court after hearing the date of his indictment. 

ZARA CASTANY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GOING LOCAL | Columbus Natural Food is a small business in the area around the Columbus 
Square development. Winick Realty is looking for local businesses to fill remaining retail space.
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BY KARLA JIMENEZ
Columbia Daily Spectator 

Students who visited 
Columbia’s newest library on 
its opening day Tuesday saw 
open space, but no books.

The new Science and 
Engineering Library in the 
Northwest Corner Building will 
focus on providing electronic 
services for students and fac-
ulty interested in interdisciplin-
ary research. The entire first 
floor contains banks of comput-
ers. The only place for books is 
some empty shelf space on the 
second floor.

“The new Science & 
Engineering Library fulfills the 
vision of the Columbia University 
Libraries to rethink and redefine 
library spaces to better support 
emerging approaches to research 
and teaching,” said Jim Neal, vice 
president for information servic-
es and University librarian. 

“The library brings together 
people, technology, and informa-
tion resources in an environment 
where scholars can work collab-
oratively, individually, or in con-
sultation with science librarians 
and technologists.”

Many of the books the library 
has purchased are in electronic 

format, but the new space was 
designed to allow for a consoli-
dated library for all science and 
engineering reserves books, said 
Kathleen Kehoe, the biology, 
physics, astronomy, and math-
ematics librarian for the new 
building. “We will have psy-
chology, biology, chemistry, and 
physics under one roof, making 
it easier for people to use reserve 
books or to use any books.”

However, Dr. Bill Zajc, de-
partment chair and professor 
in physics, who said he has yet 
to see the library in operation, 

SEE LIBRARY, page 2

After diversity, Marita Inglehart calls 
for community.

Common admissions

The Light Blue has gone 9-2 in its 
past 11 games, and its success is 
due in no small part to the efforts 
of sophomore point guard Brian 
Barbour and classmate Mark Cisco. 

New stars emerge as 
Lions keep on winning

WEATHEROPINION, PAGE 3 SPORTS, BACK PAGE EVENTS

Today

39°/ 22°

Tomorrow

31°/ 27°

City searches for Citarella replacement

Developer calls for small businesses in 
Columbus Square, locals still skeptical 

Digital library opens in NW Corner

The women’s basketball team takes on St. Francis at home.
Levien Gymnasium, 7 p.m.

Reverend Dr. James Alexander Forbes Jr. speaks on “Preaching the Gospel of 
Martin Luther King Jr.”

3080 Broadway at 122nd St. (JTS), 7:30 p.m.

Women’s basketball vs. St. Francis

Martin Luther King Jr. lecture

Judge sets indictment hearing 
for March 1, warrants presented

By using the Common App, Columbia 
has lost its individuality.

Creating unity

SEE COLUMBUS, page 2
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FEEDBACK  | LaQuita Henry moderates a meeting hosted by Community Board 9 to discuss the fate 
of the Citarella building on 125th Street. The city is in the process of evicting the grocery store. 



doesn’t think a consolidated li-
brary is the best form to organize 
textbooks. “In the past, physics 
students could go to the physics 
building to check out physics 
books,” Zajc said. 

Zajc added that even though 
the library seems to be “a nice, 
modern new space,” he and many 
older faculty members enjoy 
walking through library stacks, 
along with the “pure physical 
pleasure of browsing old books.”

Jane Winland, director of 
the Science and Engineering 
Libraries, said subject-specific 
texts were consolidated and 
moved to the Mathematics 
Library after four science librar-
ies closed in July 2009. Those 
books will be moved to the new 
library later this week.

Valerie Sims, GS and a pre-med 
student, said she doesn’t think 
there will be any difference in 
checking out reserve books. 

“I’ve taken books in the 
math library, but I haven’t here 
so I can’t compare,” she said. 
However, Sims added, the spa-
cious, glass building is a good 
change from the “small and din-
gy” math library.

Regarding the new software 
and applications, Kehoe said she 
expects that the library’s resources 
will be used mostly by professors 
doing research. Zajc, however, said 
that the faculty generally uses li-
braries for browsing purposes 
rather than for research.

“Most faculty didn’t use the 
library terribly much because 
all current research is online,” 
Zajc said. “I don’t think we will 
regularly go [to the Science and 

Engineering Library]. It’s hard to 
see what advantages there would 
be there in comparison to a laptop 
in your office.”

Winland said the new library 
has over 61 software applica-
tions, several of which are oth-
erwise inaccessible to students 
and faculty.

“I did see they had Maya 
[modeling software] on there 
which was pretty cool — we used 
Maya in Gateway [a freshman en-
gineering class],” Lisa Kasiewicz, 
SEAS ’13, said.

Andrew Goldin, SEAS ’14, 
said he was impressed by the 
computer workstations.

“I really like how the desks 
have outlets in the center,” he said. 
“A couple times ... I was frustrat-
ed there were no outlets [in other 
libraries].”
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accommodate them.”
But Cottavoz said she’s not 

buying it.  
“If people don’t shop here, 

it doesn’t serve any purpose,” 
said Cottavoz.  “I am disgust-
ed when people come into my 
store and tell me they go to 
Whole Foods once a week and 
come into my store to get extra 
items. They don’t understand 

that chains are able to squeeze 
money out of their suppliers, 
and I cannot.”

Holly Berlin, CC ’13, said she 
regularly shops at Columbus 
Square, but she usually frequents 
the newer stores.

“I like that they have chain 
stores, and I mostly go to T.J. 
Maxx, Sephora, and Whole 
Foods,” she said.

Julia McGill, a local resident, 
said she shops at local small 

businesses but she also supports 
new stores like Whole Foods.

“It’s a great, great idea,” she 
said of the mix of retail stores. “It 
helps promote expansion.”

But whether it’s resident 
enthusiasm for the new retail 
options or residents’ apathy, 
Cottavoz blamed big-box re-
tail for hurting her business. 
“Business is hard. Every day it 
is a struggle.” 

news@columbiaspectator.com
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GOING DIGITAL  |  The entire first floor of the new Science and Engineering Library has banks of 
computers for electronic research. The library has a small set of shelves for textbooks and records.
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A NEIGHBORHOOD STORE |  Anne Cottavoz, the owner of Columbus Natural Food, helps a cus-
tomer. Cottavoz has been an outspoken critic of Columbus Square’s effect on the neighborhood.

New library has lots of software, few booksSmall businesses wary of developer’s oΩer

of suggestions for the building’s 
future use, including a fruit and 
vegetable market or an expan-
sion of the Tuck-It-Away stor-
age facility. Baquero maintained 
that whatever they decide, the 
building will adhere to the area’s 
mixed-use policy outlined in the 
West Harlem rezoning plan last 
month—meaning it would mix 
different types of commercial 
and residential space.

“For us, it was very clear that 
in the event of a redevelopment 
of that area this site has to attract 
jobs, jobs, jobs,” Baquero said.

Larry English, chair of 
Community Board 9, agreed. 

“We’re looking for a pro-
posal that fits outside of the 
box and creates jobs. ...  I’m 
not prepared to say what goes 
there, but we told EDC to be 
a partner in the project. We 
need the right kind of eco-
nomic development and that 
is up for debate for what that 
is,” English said. 

Many attendees left the 
meeting before the Citarella 
building was even mentioned, 
since that development was only 
discussed after a long presenta-
tion by the city’s Department of 

Small Business.
“None of the issues in the 

meeting today should have 
been discussed,” said Savona 
Bailey-McClain, a CB9 mem-
ber and West Harlem resi-
dent. “Everyone involved in 
this meeting is aware of what 
is going on, and this meeting 
was to benefit people who are 
not involved,” she said, citing 
the presentations before the 
discussion of Citarella.

“West Harlem needs energy, 
transportation, technical, and 
creative business. Not super-
markets,” she added.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Deadline nears for Citarella space on 125th 

NYPD investigators had 
found large amounts of cash, 
marijuana, cocaine, Adderall, 
LSD, MDMA, bongs, and a 
pipe during the Dec. 7 search 
and are also expected to submit 
hours of recorded conversa-
tions from the investigation as 
evidence against the students.

The court date followed 

a four-month investigation 
which ended with all five stu-
dents’ arrests. Prosecutors 
say the defendants sold over 
$10,000 in drugs to undercov-
er narcotics officers from their 
rooms in three fraternity hous-
es, the Intercultural Resource 
Center, and East Campus.

David faces a mandatory 
minimum of three years in pris-
on—though he could serve less 

time with a plea deal—and the 
others face less serious felony 
charges. David spent two weeks 
in Manhattan Detention Center 
before posting bail, which was 
set at $75,000. 

Before and after the hearing 
the accused students chatted 
with a handful of Columbia stu-
dents who missed the first morn-
ing of classes to support friends.

news@columbiaspectator.com

Students make routine court appearance
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The “spring semester” is a misnomer. Although the sea-
son of spring traditionally evokes thoughts of fresh air and 
sunshine, here at Columbia we trudge through brown, slip-
pery slush. We are reminded that the promise of a new se-
mester isn’t always as exciting and fresh as we had hoped.

The Columbia homepage is a prime example of this 
post-break disappointment, despite much fanfare sur-
rounding the “unveiling.” While we hoped for a site that 
would prove to be much easier to use and would help to 
set us apart as a distinct school, it doesn’t even look like 
it belongs in the 21st century and appears to be, essen-
tially, a shinier version of the old one.

It’s true that there’s a handy (albeit tiny and some-
what obscure) bar in the top right corner that takes you 
straight to Cubmail and Courseworks. That’s a step up 
from the old website, which forced you to navigate a 
separate link to reach these sites if you did not have them 
bookmarked. As promised, the website is also fairly free 
from the old one’s clutter. 

However, there are deeper issues that were never ad-
dressed in the year and a half that CUIT spent updating 
the site, even though we were told that initial feedback 

to the site was “overwhelmingly positive.” Though the 
login page of Cubmail is glorious and new, as soon as you 
enter your UNI and password, you are greeted with the 
same Stone-Age Cubmail.

Additionally, from a brief glance at the new homepage, 
a prospective student or alumnus might not get a grasp of 
what life at Columbia is really like in the spring of 2011. 
Where are the pictures of unique Columbia traditions, 
like the Marching Band storming Butler on Orgo Night? 
Why can’t there be photos of students enjoying the city, 
an aspect of Columbia life that other undergraduates 
don’t experience? The site could even include personal 
profiles of students, inspired by Angela Radulescu (a 
former Spectator photo editor) and Bennett Hong’s “99 
Columbians” exhibition. All of these changes would set 
Columbia’s homepage apart from other schools’, which 
currently far outdo our own. Except for a shot of a few 
people standing in a subway station that pops up ev-
ery few seconds—they, incidentally, couldn’t look more 
bored—the aspects of Columbia the website emphasizes 
can be found at any other school.

No one’s saying that we would prefer the old site. 
But let’s have a little vibrance. A little color. Something 
that is not just the same old, same old. And this semes-
ter, we shouldn’t just demand this of the administration 
and of our professors, but from ourselves as well. Let’s 
see this spring semester as an opportunity to turn over 
a new leaf, to strive for fresh habits and something that 
is, simply put, different.

BY JENNIFER ALZATE

I’ve been to dim sum, a traditional Cantonese lunch, more 
times than I can count.  I can confidently discuss Korean boy 
bands, soap operas, fashion, and choreography, and in spite of 
initial ineptitude, I’m getting handy with chopsticks. Despite 
this apparently successful assimilation to my primarily Asian 
group of friends—their foods, styles, and traditions—some-
thing always reminds me of my difference from them.

As one of two non-Asians in my closest circle of friends, 
I constantly feel at odds with my Latina identity. On the 
one hand, I appreciate my heritage all the more because my 
friends don’t share it. As soon as I get home, my first request 
is to drive to the panaderia for chorizos and empanadas, 
among other staple Colombian foods and treats. As the old 
saying goes, “absence [from the delights of one’s heritage] 
makes the heart grow fonder.”

At school, however, I’m driven by a different impulse: to 
efface and ignore my Latina identity because my friends don’t 
share it. On our weekly restaurant excursions, for example, it’s 
easier to resign myself to another night of Asian food than to 
dissent and request Cuban food. Rather than embracing the 
diversity I bring to my circle of friends, I unconsciously work 
toward preserving a false sense of its homogeneity.

The relative ease with which I disassociate from my race 
comes from a lifetime of racial self-deprecation no doubt fa-
miliar to some other Columbia Hispanics and blacks. Since 
my first placement in “accelerated” courses in the sixth 
grade, I’ve been painfully conscious of such classrooms’ 
racial topography: primarily white and Asian, with some 

pathetically small number of Hispanics and blacks among 
them. That always brought me a mixture of pride and pain: 
pride, because I was representing Hispanics in high-level 
academic classes, and pain, because I wanted there to be 
more of us. I yearned to see Latino/as in AP classes, rather 
than the basic or remedial classes they tended to crowd.

Realizing the rarity of being Hispanic and academically 
motivated, I began to question my relationships with other 
Hispanics in general. In December of 2008, for instance, I 
received my Early Decision acceptance letter from Columbia. 
In the same year, the high school dropout rate for Hispanics 
between 16 and 24 years old was 18.3 percent. That’s almost 
double the percentage of blacks and almost quadruple that 
of whites. As my elitist, 16-year-old self reasoned, what could 
I possibly have in common with a bunch of dropouts? Thus, 
for a very long time I felt I had more in common with the 
whites and Asians I found in my classrooms—highly moti-
vated, academically talented students with an eye toward 
the future and a deep conviction in their potential for suc-
cess. When asked about my nationality, I would tartly reply, 
“I’m Colombian—but I’m not like most Hispanics. And I’m 
not a drug dealer.” I justified my combativeness as a desire 
to fight racist assumptions before they happened, but I was 
actually, and bitterly, negating my Latina identity from the 
get-go.  Loathing association with that “bunch of dropouts” 
and resenting my race for its seeming inability to get ahead, 

I purposefully disassociated myself from them in a desperate 
effort to assimilate with my friends.

College helped me realize how problematic my relationship 
with my own race had become. Encouraged by Columbia’s fo-
cus on diversity, I explored ethnicity-based student groups as a 
means to engage in dialogue about the experience of ethnicity at 
Columbia. After being disheartened by the disorganization and 
disorder of the first such club I attended, I resolved to look out 
for posters advertising other Hispanic student groups’ events. 
Here, too, I was disappointed not only by the scarcity of events, 
but also by their small size and relative lack of advertising.

There are, of course, notable exceptions. “Sabor Inferno,” 
the Sabor troupe’s annual showcase; the Hispanic Scholarship 
Fund’s “Fuego” party; and Grupo Quisqueyano’s “Se Fue La 
Lu” all celebrate Hispanic culture by sharing it with the 
Columbia community.  While these and similar events dem-
onstrate potential, they insufficiently represent the number 
and diversity of Latino/as on campus. 

As we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we should 
commemorate not only the man, but the generations of activ-
ists who struggled for and achieved racial integration.  But to 
truly honor them, we cannot rest on our laurels – we cannot 
assume that the United States has achieved racial equality 
because discrimination is illegal on paper.

Rather, we must begin small, by ensuring that our campus 
represents and celebrates all of its students’ cultures.  In the 
case of Latino/as, we must come together in even more ambi-
tious ways, through increasingly larger and better-publicized 
campus events.  Only then can we work toward convincing 
the world—andourselves—that there is nothing contradictory 
about a Hispanic attending an Ivy League university. 

The author is a Columbia College sophomore majoring in 
English with a possible concentration in Latin American and 
Caribbean studies.

Disconnect: a Latina’s 
identity

I’m driven by a diΩerent impulse: to 
eΩace and ignore my Latina identity 
because my friends don’t share it.

BY MARITA INGLEHART

One of the first things I noticed about my classmates 
at Columbia (beyond the abundance of hipsters) was 
their overwhelming diversity. This had led me to the 
University in the first place, as I was particularly at-
tracted by the diversity page on the admitted students 
website. Probably because of this, I imagined a dynamic, 
heterogeneous community, working together for some 
unspecified but exciting and world-changing goal, prob-
ably involving both lab coats and modern art. Clearly 
the admissions materials did their job.

I was excited for this change, mainly due to my high 
school experience in Michigan. It wasn’t necessarily that 
all African Americans were sitting at the same lunch-
room table, but that they probably wouldn’t have filled 
a cafeteria table. In another sense, all the Latina and 
openly LGBT kids combined could have easily road-
tripped together in a minivan. Perhaps because of this, as 
one of the few openly gay kids in school, my uniqueness 
left me feeling less like a distinct snowflake and more 
like a subject of “Ripley’s Believe It or Not.” 

Coming to Columbia and having LGBT friends was 
initially exciting but soon became the norm. In fact, 
most of the people I interacted with weren’t straight. My 
network had become pretty much as homogeneous as it 
was back home, but in the opposite sense, and I began 
to realize some of the complications of being part of a 
“diverse community.”

Communities need reasons to exist. Their creation is 
often the result of similar people seeking each other out, 
organizing, and keeping in touch within a larger group. 
The similarity those people share binds them together, 
and when they are part of an oppressed group, this col-
lective approbation can come as a welcome relief.

There are great things about groups like these. An 
ethnic group might be able to better preserve its cul-
ture, for example. However, it can also function as a 
kind of segregating force. In his book, “The Big Sort,” 
Bill Bishop talks about how the grouping of like-minded 
individuals in the United States has contributed to the 
kind of partisan politics we see today. Certain kinds of 
people will group together geographically, feeling more 
comfortable in a neighborhood with an organic food co-
op and a yoga studio. However, as Americans surround 

themselves with similar people, a kind of disconnect 
occurs, one that is furthered by a media pandering to 
niche markets. Discussion of bipartisanship in politics 
has increased in light of the recent events in Arizona, 
but reaching across the aisle in everyday life gets harder 
when no one of differing opinion can be found within a 
metaphorical arm’s reach.

Columbia is different. We are all placed together geo-
graphically (though in our acceptance and attendance 
at Columbia, we are already separated from numerous 
other college students) but another sorting still occurs, 
and the reasons for this range from the understandable 
(cultural preservation, protection from negative reac-
tions in the case of oppressed groups), to the lazy (it’s 
easier to not have to defend your beliefs). This inevitably 
results in a fragmented student body. Still, I think what is 
important to consider is the way that the fragments inter-
act. For example, last term the Columbia Queer Alliance 
had two board members who didn’t identify as LGBT. 
Communities being open to everyone who wants to sup-
port the cause is one method of working more smoothly.

To me, Columbia is the sum of its parts, not a unified 
whole—and that’s not necessarily a bad thing. Most peo-
ple need community, especially those in marginalized 
groups, and it’s wonderful that this university is large 
enough and diverse enough to provide the opportunity 
for many vibrant communities. The problems that it 
faces are the same problems faced by any large, diverse 
group of people. Hopefully, Columbia communities will 
continue to reach across aisles to achieve a truly “inclu-
sive” student body.

The author is a Columbia College first-year. She is a 
member of the Columbia Queer Alliance and ROOTEd.

Communities of 
exclusion: the costs and 
benefits of diversity

My network had become pretty 
much as homogeneous as it was 
back home, and I began to realize 
some of the complications of being 
part of a “diverse community.”
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As polite, courteous students, we don’t 
really talk about our educational 

pedigree too much. We demur quietly 
when asked about college, offering a non-
committal, “I go to school in New York,” 
instead of giving a straight answer. This is 
of course our vestigial way of asserting su-
periority, but in truth we have much to be 
proud of at our little school in Manhattan. 
One thing that we should feel sorry about, 
however, is the loss of our distinctive ad-
missions process through the transition 
to the Common Application.

Admission into Columbia  is no easy feat, precisely be-
cause so many seek the heady intellectual and academic 
atmosphere that the school offers. For most, however, the ad-
missions cycle registers as one of the more stressful experi-
ences of our young lives. The Common Application has pur-
portedly sought to alleviate that burden by setting a standard 
template for the busywork of names, birthdays, addresses, 
etc. In doing so, though, it has fueled the admissions paranoia 
and helped to destroy each college’s singular identity. 

As the last holdout against the Common Application 
among the Ancient Eight, Columbia did not give in to the 
petty posturing of other schools. While trying to reduce stu-
dent stress is no doubt a nice goal, Columbia made a state-
ment by saying that students interested in attending needed 
to express real interest. That entailed reading a separate ap-
plication, filling out redundant information, and sometimes 
even writing special essays just for the school. Students 
who didn’t want to go through that process probably didn’t 
belong here, and the school did itself a favor by immediately 
eliminating individuals who did not really express a desire 
to matriculate anyway. Columbia distinguished itself from 
simply being another school on a long list of applications 
by ensuring that students jumped through a few hoops and 
were really committed to coming if they were admitted.  

The recent capitulation to a universal application 
form, not only by Columbia but also by others, indicates a 
shift in mentality that ultimately prizes the insignificance 
of rankings in exchange for select, interested students. 
The University of Chicago, for example, recently saw the 
number of applications rise by nearly 50 percent after the 
switch from its specialized application to the Common 
Application. The school is much more selective now than it 
was just a few years ago, but I sincerely doubt that the cali-
ber of student has been enhanced in any meaningful way. 
Likewise, Columbia already turns down tens of thousands 
of bright young men and women every year, and it is folly to 
think that the applicant pool will be strengthened because 
three thousand more kids will apply using the same essays 
they wrote for Dartmouth and Duke.

The only thing that will be improved are Columbia’s 
selectivity numbers, which, since the shift to the Common 
Application, have spiked 32 percent, surpassing the intimi-
dating thirty-thousand mark. Consequently, admission 
rates, which play into the notorious rankings game, will 
drop. The more Columbia crushes high school seniors’ 
dreams, the higher we climb on the totem pole towards 
Cambridge. This seems like a pretty silly way to be running 
an educational institution, but it is the only conceivable rea-
son why Columbia has adopted the Common Application.

This is a sad moment for a university that prides itself 
on being distinctive. If we wanted to follow the crowd, 
we would have long ago abandoned the Core and hopped 
on the summa-cum-laude-for-all gravy train practiced by 
our friends elsewhere. We pay lip service to not caring 
about rankings, but our actions belie our words, just as our 
largely-feigned modesty about “school in New York” veils 
our admittedly justified pride. 

The days of applying to three schools on a typewriter 
are over, of course, but they have been replaced by hyste-
ria that falls just short of mass psychosis when the college 
game starts up. Columbia should do better than that. In the 
past, we remained steadfast in our refusal to succumb to 
the latest academic fashion, be it eliminating the Western 
canon or ending early admissions practices. Let us have 
no foolishness in believing that switching to the Common 
Application is for the benefit of the students or that in-
creased number of applicants translates to better ones.  The 
opposite is true—we want students who come to Columbia 
for Columbia, and have the essays and forms to prove it. 

Stephen Wu is a Columbia College sophomore. The Remnant 
runs alternate Wednesdays.

Rejecting the Common 
App
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It is folly to think that the applicant 
pool will be strengthened because 
three thousand more kids will apply.
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$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1200/mo and give the gift 
of family through California Cryobank’s 
donor program. Convenient Midtown lo-
cation. Apply online at: SPERMBANK.
com

FRENCH LESSONS—Improve your 
French with a native speaker with uni-
versity experience in French teaching! 
Individual or small group lessons, pref-
erably at intermediate or advanced 
levels. Focus on academic or busi-
ness French upon request. I am avail-
able on weekdays after 7 pm and on 
weekends. $25 per hour. Email: an-
toine.comps@sciences-po.org. Phone: 
(917) 513-110

PAPER SHREDDING SERVICES 
Will shred documents, papers, credit 
cards, CDs/DVDs. Door-to-door, on-
site. Superior Cut. Serving apts, of-
fices, stores. Inexpensive. Call (646) 
241-1633.

 
WANTED—SUDOKU PUZZLE solv-
ers, novice to expert. Solve 8 puz-
zles online during one month period 
for neuroscience researcher. Email 
name, age and zip code to mnemon-
icshouse@hotmail.com (write “neuro-
Sudoku-online-study” in subject line.

PHYLLIS LOWINGER, LCSW 
Experienced, sensitive, empathetic clini-
cal social worker for help with rela-
tionships, school, career - w/special-
ties in infertility, adoption, 3rd party 
reproduction and parenting issues. 
Flexible fee. Located on the UWS. 
Call (212) 666-3400; email Phyllow 
@gmail.com

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

TROUBLED EATING? St Luke’s Hosp 
(114 St/Amsterdam). Overweight in-
dividuals, 18-65, weekly individual or 
group counseling. Low fee. (212) 523-
4180 or stlukes.group@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE SEASONAL RENTAL 
3 BRs, family room, kitch, large dining 
room, living room with brick fireplace. 
In Egremont, 5 miles from Great Bar-
rington; near Catamount and Butter-
nut Ski Resorts. Avail from Dec-May. 
Contact Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-
mail: phyllow@gmail.com

2 BR CO-OP APT FOR SALE 
$375K for recently renov 5-room, 2 
BR apt with hardwood floors in a well-
maintained walk-up bldg. The apt is 
near the 96 St & Lexington Ave sub-
way station and 3 blocks from Cen-
tral Park. Income restrictions apply, 
all offers will be entertained. Please 
contact Brian (212) 831-1368 or bri-
anresales@gmail.com for more info.

AVAIL FEBRUARY OR MARCH
Convenient and gorgeous 1200 sq ft 
apt in Hamilton Hts! Luxury doorman 
building, 5th floor, elev, 3 real BRs, 2 
full baths. For rent by owner. No bro-
ker fee! $2700. (917) 494-2472.

MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE
Buying, selling or renting a Manhat-
tan apt? Work with a top-rated bro-
ker and CU alum (CC ’94, SIPA’99). 
Contact Josh for all of your Real Es-
tate needs. www.joshnathanson.com; 
(212) 875-2970.

7-ROOM CO-OP FOR SALE
$599K for 1275 sq ft, 3 BR, 1 bath 
co-op located on 137 St betw River-
side Dr & B’way. The apt is spacious 
and provides charming accommoda-
tions, 10-foot high ceilings, hardwood 
floors, and is close to public transp, 
CU, and Riverbank Park. Please note 
income restrictions apply and all of-
fers will be entertained. To view, 
please call Brian (212) 831-1368 or 
email at brianresales@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph.D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (877) 922-
9422.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.



 BY SARAH SOMMER
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Columbia women’s bas-
ketball team will try for its sec-
ond win of the season when it 
hosts St. Francis on Wednesday. 
The Lions achieved their 
first victory, a 61-54 win over 
Cornell, on Saturday.

Against Cornell, Columbia 
(1-13, 1-0 Ivy) shot 40.7 percent 
from the field and 46.7 per-
cent from three-point range. 
Though the Lions have of-
ten struggled offensively this 
season, they benefited from 
sharp shooting on Saturday. 
Freshman guard Brianna 
Orlich led all scorers with a 
career-high 21 points, while 
senior guard Kathleen Barry 
added 14. If Orlich and Barry 
continue to score in double 
figures, the Lions should be in 
good shape Wednesday.

Barry also grabbed a game-
high 11 rebounds against 
Cornell, while freshman for-
ward Courtney Bradford 
pulled down 10 more. Seven of 
Barry’s rebounds and nine of 
Bradford’s came on the defen-
sive end. Defensive rebounds 
can lead to crucial transition 
opportunities for Columbia, a 
team that likes to run.

Last year, Columbia earned 
a 68-56 win at St. Francis. The 
Lions held a 35-17 lead at half-
time, and 15 Columbia play-
ers saw action in the victory. 
Then-junior forward Judie 
Lomax led the Lions with 
game highs of 22 points and 
23 rebounds.

Columbia has a good chance 
of beating the Terriers again 
this year. Though St. Francis 
(2-14, 0-6 NEC) has more 
wins than Columbia does, the 
Terriers lost to Manhattan, 
Lafayette, and Fairfield—three 
opponents the Lions faced—by 
larger margins than Columbia 
did. However, the Terriers lost 
to Wagner by 14 points, while 
Columbia fell to Wagner by 19.

Columbia will have to be 
prepared to stop sophomore 
forward Autumn Lau. Lau 
scored a team-high 20 points 
against the Lions last year 
and leads St. Francis with 11.4 
points per game this season. 
She is the only Terrier averag-
ing double figures in scoring. 

Lau hit only six of 19 field 
goals against Columbia last 
season—the Lions made her 
work for her shots. If Columbia 
prevents Lau from getting easy 
baskets on Wednesday, the 
Lions could take St. Francis out 
of an offensive rhythm.

Eleven Columbia players 
saw action against Cornell, and 
head coach Paul Nixon said af-
ter that game that he would use 
a similar number of players in 
future contests. Because most 
of the Ivy League basketball 
schedule consists of games on 
consecutive nights, Nixon feels 
that the Lions will be most ef-
fective if they use more of their 
bench than they did in earlier 
games.

Columbia continues Ivy 
play this coming Saturday 
with a trip to Ithaca, N.Y. 
for a rematch with Cornell. 
Though Wednesday’s matchup 

is a non-conference game, 
Columbia is in an Ivy mindset.

“We’re actually treating this 
like an Ivy weekend,” Nixon 
said. “It’s just our Friday game 
happens to be being played 
on a Wednesday. So we’re ap-
proaching it the exact same 
way—the players are going to 
be ready, and we’re going to 
treat this just like we will the 
Friday-Saturday weekends 
coming up.”

But the game against St. 
Francis will be different from 
any other Columbia game 
this season, in a major way. 
Wednesday’s contest will be 
the first one that the Lions en-
ter with a win in the books.

“There definitely is a little 
bit more confidence,” Nixon 
said. “Once you get that first 
win under your belt, you now 
know that you’re capable of do-
ing it. I think it makes the sub-
sequent wins a little easier to 
come by.” 

jasper l. clyatt / senior staff photographer

STEADYING INFLUENCE  |  Senior guard Kathleen Barry scored 14 points and led her team 
with 11 rebounds to help Columbia win its Ivy League opener against Cornell on Saturday.

Light Blue looks to build off first win 
in home matchup against St. Francis

BY JEREMIAH SHARF
Columbia Daily Spectator

Ivy League play began Jan. 8 
with Harvard’s 68-53 win over 
Dartmouth. Since then, every 
Ancient Eight 
team but 11-4 
Princeton has 
played at least 
once. This 
weekend, Penn 
and Dartmouth 
struggled on the road, but Yale 
and league leader Harvard both 
managed to return home with 
wins.

la salle 89, penn 83 (OT)
The Quakers’ (5-7, 0-0 Ivy) 

recent struggles continued as 
Penn again failed to grab its 
second road win of the season, 
dropping its away record to a 
disappointing 1-5. Penn strug-
gled to stop La Salle’s three-
point shooters, who managed 
to go 8-for-12 from behind the 
arc. Foul trouble also plagued 
three of the Quakers’ top four 
scorers. The Ivy’s second lead-
ing scorer, Zack Rosen, had an 
impressive performance de-
spite fouling out, scoring 19 
points on 8-for-16 shooting, to 
go along with eight rebounds 
and seven assists against only 
one turnover. Freshman Miles 
Cartwright scored 12 points 
while struggling from the field, 
and senior Tyler Bernardini 
scored 17, only to foul out late 
in the game. The Quakers’ star 
player was senior forward Jack 
Eggleston, who scored 16 points 
on 5-for-10 shooting from the 
field, while also pulling down 
12 rebounds.

yale 69, brown 64
The Bulldogs (8-7, 1-0 Ivy) 

came into Providence with an 
even 7-7 record and they knew 
this game was a must-win. In 
its Ivy League opener, Yale’s 
smothering defense (which 
has held its opponents to a 41.9 
percent average from the floor) 
prevailed, limiting the Bears (7-
8, 0-1 Ivy) to only 37.5 percent 
shooting from the field on their 
home court. Yale was led by the 

guard-forward tandem of junior 
Reggie Willhite and senior Greg 
Mangano. Willhite provided 19 
points for the Bulldogs, shoot-
ing a lights-out 8-for-11 from the 
field. Mangano also showcased 
incredible accuracy, going 11-
for-17 from the field and posting 
23 points to go along with an 
eye-popping 17 rebounds—six 
of them offensive. Much of the 
Bears’ struggles can be pinned 
on the limited production of 
their leading scorer, senior for-
ward Peter Sullivan. Sullivan 
seemed to have an off night, as 
he was only able to score four 
points on 0-for-6 shooting—he 
was 4-for-4 from the charity 
stripe. Brown’s leading scor-
ers were sophomore forward 
Tucker Halpern and freshman 
guard Sean McGonagill, who 
scored 16 and 14 points, respec-
tively, after going a combined 
12-for-26 from the field.

brown 87, quinnipiac 78
The Bears capped off their 

weekend with an impressive 
win at home over the Bobcats 
(12-5). Despite suffering a 
tough home loss to Yale—who 
lost to Quinnipiac earlier in the 
season—the Bears appeared de-
termined to even out their re-
cord for the long weekend as 
they faced off against the na-
tion’s top rebounding team. 
Brown had an aggressive game 
plan as they drew 26 fouls and 
held Quinnipiac to more than 
10 rebounds below its season 
average. Though both teams 
boasted four players in dou-
ble figures, the Bears’ offense 
was too much for the Bobcats 
to handle, as they shot a mag-
nificent 51.9 percent (28-for-
54) from the field. Brown also 
capitalized on its free throw 
attempts, going 26-for-32 
from the line. Led once again 
by Tucker Halpern, the Bears 
received contributions of 26 
points and 12 rebounds from 
the sophomore forward. Senior 
forward Peter Sullivan got back 
on track despite another poor 
outing from the field. Sullivan 
shot 4-for-11 but went an im-
pressive 12-for-12 from the 

free-throw line to bring his 
point total to 22.

harvard 69, george 
washington 62

Ivy League-leading Harvard 
(12-3, 1-0 Ivy) took its talents to 
Washington, D.C. this weekend 
to take on the Colonials (10-7) 
of the Atlantic 10 Conference. 
Showcasing a balanced scor-
ing attack, the Crimson was 
able to overcome below-aver-
age shooting from the field—
Harvard shot only 37.7 percent. 
Yet once the Colonials allowed 
three Crimson scorers to reach 
double figures, there was little 
George Washington could do 
to keep Harvard from going 
on a five-game winning streak. 
Harvard was led by Laurent 
Rivard, Oliver McNally, and 
Kyle Casey. Rivard, the fresh-
man shooting guard from 
Canada, provided 16 points, 
as junior McNally—the league 
leader in three-point FG per-
centage—did the same, despite 
only two attempts from down-
town. Casey, the sophomore 
forward, dropped 10 points de-
spite a tough shooting night, 
managing only 4-for-13 shoot-
ing to go with his 15 rebounds. 
The Colonials were more effi-
cient from the floor and also had 
three players in double-figures, 
but were whistled for 25 fouls to 
the Crimson’s 18.

colgate 67, dartmouth 64
Last-place Dartmouth’s (4-11, 

0-1 Ivy) woes continued after suf-
fering a loss at Colgate (2-15)—a 
team it defeated 80-63 earlier this 
season. Despite a 12-2 run by the 
Raiders in the middle of the fourth 
quarter, the Big Green still had a 
chance to send it into overtime 
but R.J. Griffin missed a potential 
buzzer-beating three-pointer. 
Griffin, a sophomore guard, man-
aged to score 13 points, and was 
outscored by junior Jabari Trotter, 
who scored 14 for Dartmouth. The 
story of the game for Dartmouth 
was its atrocious shooting from 
the field—the Big Green shot 
only 35.2 percent. Making matters 
worse, the Raiders out-rebounded 
their visitors by 14.

Yale opens Ivies with win, Penn struggles
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2.     The games are never 
longer than two and a half 
hours, perfect time for you to 
get back to the library to pro-
crastinate for two and a half 
more hours before you start 
your CC reading.

3.     There’s actually an 
award for winning the Ivy 
League: competing for the 
NCAA Championship during 
March Madness.

4.     The Lions have a legiti-
mate chance to be there.

But why am I trying to con-
vince you to come to the bas-
ketball games? Good luck just 
getting a ticket.

Jim Pagels is a Columbia 
College sophomore.

sports@columbiaspectator.com

“Once you get that 
first win under your 
belt, you now know 
that you’re capable 
of doing it.”

–Paul Nixon, 
women’s basketball 

coach

PAGELS from back page

Full house 
sees CU win 
nailbiter 

around 
the 

league



Considering I’m one 
of the sports editors 

for Spectator, it’s rather 
unfortunate that I had 
never actually attended a 
Columbia basketball game 
before.

David Fincher surely 
saw The Social Network 
in theaters dozens of 
times, Kanye must have 
bought at least a thousand 
copies of My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy, 
and President Obama has 
probably TiVo-ed a season pass of C-SPAN. Even 
David Lyons must watch The Cape. (And the 
reason you don’t get that joke is because nobody 
knows what The Cape is except David Lyons, i.e. 
the only person who watches it.) So the fact that 
I’ve never been to a Lions basketball game is quite 
an embarrassment.

That all changed Saturday, though, when I 
went into Levien Gym for the first time to not 
only watch—but liveblog for Spectrum—the 
Lions’ first Ivy game of the year, against defend-
ing conference champ Cornell.

Before you call me out, you could make the 
case that I actually haven’t missed a single Light 
Blue game during my time on campus. I’m a 
transfer student from the University of Texas, so 
this is my first year in Morningside Heights, and 
all the Columbia games prior to this weekend 
had been non-conference games—for all intents 
and purposes, preseason games.

Everyone familiar with Columbia basketball 
knows that the games really don’t matter until 
Ivy season begins. The crowds are exponentially 
bigger, there are legitimate rivalries, and unless 
you’re banking on an Ancient Eight team getting 
an at-large bid, there’s a spot in the NCAA tourna-
ment on the line.

Going into the game, I wasn’t expecting much. 
I had been to most of the football games and 
seen how pathetically apathetic the crowd was. 
The game flyers around campus could have been 
advertising a Joey Fatone concert at Baker, and 
they probably would have gotten more people to 
show up.

The basketball game was a whole different 
story, though.

A large part of the reason the game at Levien 
was so exciting was the sheer capacity of the 
crowd. Every row from the press table to the 
nosebleeds (if that’s what you call seats that 
merely reach back up to campus-level) was 
packed with raucous fans supporting both the 
Lions and the Big Red.

During my time at UT, the Longhorns were a 
nationally ranked team that played in a massive 
16,000-seat arena. But the atmosphere seemed 
almost dead at games, with the arena being only 
a third of the way full at best. (Of course, their at-
tendance was always listed near capacity, just like 
how 98 percent of Columbia law school grads get 
jobs right after graduation.)

A smaller venue ensures that every crowd 
will seem much fuller than usual. Any economics 
major—or CC student who stayed awake for more 
than five minutes of Principles—can tell you the 
basics of supply and demand. Just ask the ticket 
managers of bandbox venues like Wrigley Field 
and Fenway Park.

This is the main issue that Columbia has with 
its football stadium. Wien Stadium is a superb 
facility, but the sheer size of its stands makes fans 
feel like the team is wildly unpopular.

Piled on top of that, every Lions home game 
except the Empire State Bowl thriller was a 
blowout by the third quarter. With all the people 
filing into their seats around me, I just hoped they 
would have a quality game to watch.

It certainly lived up to the hype.
After building a stunning 14-point lead at 

halftime, the Lions slowly let Cornell back into 
the game in the second half until the Big Red cut 
it to one with just two minutes remaining. With 
the entire crowd on its feet, junior guard Noruwa 
Agho iced the game with a clutch three with just 
over a minute remaining that nearly brought 
down the stands.

Walking out of the arena, pretty much all 
alumni had the same look on their faces as Robert 
Rodriguez had when he found out Disney was 
green-lighting Spy Kids 4.

“We actually beat Cornell! I can’t believe it!”
For those of you who went to a football game this 

fall and found it less than enthralling, I hear you. 
Taking a long bus ride up to 218th Street and sitting 
for over three hours with the sun in your eyes isn’t 
exactly my idea of fun either. The basketball games 
have four things going for them, though:

1.     They’re on campus. The games are prob-
ably closer to your dorm than most of your class-
es—and we all attend every single one of those.

Lions answer the 
call as stakes rise 
with Ivy opener

On the 
Couch

Jim
Pagels

jasper l. clyatt / senior staff photographer

RISING STARS |  Point guard Brian Barbour and center Mark Cisco have stepped up their game as sophomores. Both Barbour and Cisco have be-
come key contributors to Columbia’s recent success, as they have both significantly increased their playing time and scoring in recent contests.

SEE PAGELS, page 5

BY LUCAS SHAW
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

When Columbia secured its first win over 
Cornell in four years last Saturday, it came as no 
surprise that junior Noruwa Agho led the charge. 
Agho has been nothing short of 
spectacular since he first donned 
the Light Blue, winning Ivy Rookie 
of the Week honors three times as 
a first-year and being named to the 
All-Ivy second-team last year as a 
sophomore. He entered this season 
as a preseason All-Ivy League first team selection. 

Yet if Agho’s continued stellar play has not sur-
prised, the output from a pair of his teammates has 
caught coach Kyle Smith’s attention.

“Those three guys going forward…they’ll be 
guys you can count on every night,” Smith said.

“Those three” are Agho, point guard Brian 
Barbour, and center Mark Cisco.

While Agho had already started for two years 
entering this season, Barbour and Cisco began 
the 2010-2011 campaign as relatively unproven 
commodities. 

A pair of sophomores, each averaged about 10 
minutes a game last year, though Cisco did start 
nine games. Barbour, in particular, was stuck 
playing limited minutes as part of a senior-laden 
backcourt.

Nonetheless, both of them have made up for 
lost time, rapidly becoming staples in the starting 
lineup. They have been critical to the Lions’ 9-2 
record over their last 11 games and, what’s more, 
if Smith’s comments are any indication, they are 
already viewed as cornerstones for this program’s 
future. One reason for Smith’s high praise is not 

just the Lions’ record, but how both Barbour and 
Cisco have elevated their games since the three-
week winter layoff.

While Barbour played well as the starting point 
guard early on, he has become a more potent of-
fensive force since the Lions resumed play Dec. 30 
at Maine. After taking fewer than seven shots per 
game in his first 10 outings, Barbour has upped that 
to nearly 11 since. This increased volume has led to 
an even greater jump in scoring production, as he 
has averaged 16.6 points over the past five games, 
compared to the 10 he netted before. In that same 
stretch Barbour not only set a new career high of 
21 points, but he did it twice—first against Elon and 
then again against Cornell on Saturday.

Barbour is quick to credit his teammates rather 
than a shift in approach.

“They are locking down on [Agho]; they’re lock-
ing down on Frank [Steve Frankoski], so it’s just 
reading what I have out there,” Barbour said.

Such a response comes as no surprise to Smith, 
who has had to repeatedly tell his point guard to 
be more, not less, selfish.

“You have to push him like ‘Brian, try to score. 
Take some of the heat off Noruwa’,” Smith said 
after the Cornell game. “He’ll defer so much. He 
was even deferring tonight a little bit and I was 
like ‘Noruwa is going to score; don’t worry about 
Noruwa. We need your help there.’”

Unlike Barbour, Cisco started the season on the 
bench, due in part to a bout with appendicitis over 
the summer. Yet that only slowed him early on, as 
Cisco has since capitalized on more playing time, 
becoming a starter by that same Dec. 30 date.

“He’s definitely developed,” Smith said of Cisco. 
“He’s been more focused and putting in extra time 
and practice.”

After averaging just eight minutes a game in his 
first five games, Cisco upped his tally to 17 over 
his next five as his scoring and rebounding both 
increased as well. Since the layoff, when Smith 
moved him into a starting role, Cisco has contrib-
uted at a higher level. Not only is he the team’s 
third-leading scorer over the past five games, but 
he is also the Lions’ leading rebounder.

Like Barbour, Cisco sees nothing novel in his 
increased production.

“Before I started starting, I was getting a good 
amount of minutes and I guess it just carried over,” 
he said.

However, while the players may be preaching 
the team’s ethos, few doubt the two sophomores’ 
impact. Not only has the team’s improved play 
corresponded to their development, but Smith 
has also earned his first two road wins and first 
league win. 

This week he’ll rely on his new triad in pursuit 
of another milestone – his first Ivy road win.

Super sophomores emerge for Light Blue
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Pair of Lions helped to spark oΩense as team turns corner

“Those three guys [Agho, 
Barbour, and Cisco] going 
forward...they’ll be guys you 
can count on every night.”

–Kyle Smith, 
men’s basketball coach

The crowds are exponentially 
bigger, there are legitimate 
rivalries, and there’s a spot in the 
NCAA tournament on the line.

Brian Barbour: 
change in scoring between his fi rst 10 
and last 5 games

Field goals made 
over fi eld goals 
attempted 
(FGM/FGA) 
increased from 
0.41 to 0.55

0.6

0.45

0.30

0.15

0
fi rst 10 games last 5 games

0
fi rst 10 games last 5 games

0.45

0.30

0.15

  0
fi rst 10 games last 5 games

20

15

10

Three-pointers 
made over three-
pointers attempted 
(3PM/3PA) 
increased from 
0.27 to 0.42

Points per game 
(PPG) increased 
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Mark Cisco: 
change in scoring between his fi rst 5, 
second 5, and third 5 games
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