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By sarah darville
Spectator Staff Writer 

John David Fernandez, a 
Columbia sophomore known as 
JD to friends, died of pneumonia 
Saturday night, University offi-
cials confirmed Sunday.

Fernandez, a wheelchair 
user, was vice president of the 
Columbia University Libertarians 
and was known on campus for his 
political convictions and his con-
tinual optimism. 

He contributed to the Ludwig 
von Mises Institute website, 
which works on “advancing the 
scholarship of liberty” in the tra-
dition of the Austrian school of 
economic thought. 

“I know we are united in mourn-
ing the loss of such a promising and 
inspiring member of our commu-
nity,” Dean of Student Affairs Kevin 
Shollenberger wrote in a University 
statement Sunday night. “We will 
provide details regarding a funeral 
and memorial services planned 
to remember and honor David as 
they become available.”

Fernandez’s classmates, friends, 
and colleagues spoke of his inspir-
ing nature and intellect.

Students, professor recall harrowing experience in Haiti
By leah greenbaum, Elizabeth 

Scott, and amber tunnell
Columbia Daily Spectator 

School of International and 
Public Affairs professor Elisabeth 
Lindenmayer and six SIPA students 
were on their way to a meeting at 
the United Nations Development 
Programme in Haiti. 

They had just stepped out of 
the car when they were thrown to 
the floor. The earth was shaking. 
The UNDP building cracked. The 
building that housed the United 
Nations Stabilization Mission In 
Haiti, or MINUSTAH, had seven 
floors, but within an instant, it had 
one. In a daze, Lindenmayer real-
ized that all of her colleagues were 
under the rubble.

“The car behind us was crushed. 
We spent the night there trying to 
release them. We were told the pal-
ace had crashed ... the government 

was dead,” she said. There could be 
rioting, she was told.

‘We played chess with death 
and won by a hair’

When a magnitude 7.0 
earthquake devastated Haiti on 
January 12, killing tens of thou-
sands and decimating the coun-
try, Lindenmayer had arrived just 
days earlier with a handful of stu-
dents eager to take part in the UN 
Studies program, where she is the 
director. Lindenmayer brought 
the students to learn about peace-
keeping operations in Haiti and 
assess ways to address Haitian 
poverty. Since last year, they had 
been working with MINUSTAH, 
which is a relatively new UN 
peacekeeping mission there.

“2009 was a very quiet year,” 
Lindenmayer said, despite the 
natural disasters MINUSTAH has 

seen since its conception in 2004.
And Haiti had begun to im-

prove, she said. In between her 
two visits to Haiti, she said that 
she saw the country change radi-
cally. “The difference was amaz-
ing. You could see there was a 
hope for Haiti,” she commented.

This year, the UN Studies 
Program group was researching 
the opportunity for the role of the 
private sector in the Haitian gov-
ernment. Lindenmayer said that 
they had a series of meetings with 
the army, the police, and the elec-
toral team, along with many oth-
er groups in Haiti. They also met 
with people in the private sector, 
which they had never done be-
fore. “They are all dead,” she said 
of the people they met.

Immediately after the quakes, 
her SIPA students quickly bus-
ied themselves with trying to best 
help those around them.

“I think the students immedi-
ately did everything they could to 
keep themselves busy. It was the 
only way to cope. I did not stop 
them,” she said. “Less than five 
minutes after the earthquake, the 
boys were trying to release the 
people from the car which had 
been crushed. The women and 
the team were holding babies and 
helping the wounded. We were 
busy the whole night.”

The next day, they started to 
evacuate to the MINUSTAH base. 
Along the way to this base, they 
met Marc Levy and Alex Fischer, 
workers at Columbia’s Earth 
Institute’s Center for International 
Earth Science Information 
Network. Levy and Fischer went 
with the group to the base.

 They stayed at the base two 
nights and two days. “All the 
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INSIDE

Starting up Wikispaces
Wikis: They’re not just for last 

minute research.  
204 CCNMTL Faculty Support 

Today’s Events

Seminar on the invisible
Chemistry can help you see 
the invisible. Learn about bio-
imaging.  

209 Havemeyer, 4:30 p.m.

Columbia was forced to rely 
on its depth over the break, as 
both Patrick Foley and Brian 
Grimes were unavailable for 
several games. Despite solid 
contributions from untested 
players, the Light Blue strug-
gled to find consistency. 

Unproven players rise as 
Lions stars sidelined

Sports, page 12

“My Neighbor, My Killer,” the 
latest documentary by film-
maker Anne Aghion, BC ’82, 
focuses on justice systems in a 
small Rwandan town after the 
genocide. The work opened lo-
cally at the Mayseles Institute in 
Harlem on Jan. 12.

Alumna film takes a stand 
on Rwanda

A&E, page 9

Everyone’s talking about reli-
gious tolerance, but Mark Hay 
wonders whether we practice 
what we preach.

Whither tolerance?

Opinion, page 6

Weather

43 / 31

Today

41 / 25

Tomorrow

E-mail
info@columbiaspectator.com

Phone
Daily Spectator (212) 854-9555 

Sinnott, GS, 
passes from 

natural causes
By madina toure

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

To many, Michael Sinnott was 
a go-getter.

“I just think that when some-
one passes away, people always 
think about the person,” said 
Leslie Limardo, Associate Dean 
for Academic and Administrative 
Support Services. “From my per-
spective, when someone passes I 
think you should look at some-
thing in their life that inspired 
you, and with him, I think it’s 
just ‘live life to the fullest.’ He 
challenged himself academically, 
you know, he lived life.”

Sinnott, 28, a senior at the School 
of General Studies, died Jan.10 
from a pre-existing condition. 

Sinnott was from Pennsylvania, 
and attended Valley Forge Military 
Academy. After spending a short 
time in the French Foreign Legion 
and touring Europe, he graduated 
from the Swedish Institute’s School 
of Massage Therapy in New York 
City, and went on to work as a mas-
sage therapist for cruise ships, spas, 
and chiropractors.

“I knew that it [massage 
therapy school] would not be 

Fernandez, 
CC ’12, dies 

of pneumonia

Sen. Perkins calls for 
eminent domain reform

By Kim Kirschenbaum 
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

Sometimes a court decision 
can lead to a movement. 

At least, this is what State 
Senator Bill Perkins, who rep-
resents Harlem, said at a public 
hearing on Jan. 6 about the status 
of Columbia’s planned campus 
expansion in Manhattanville. 

The New York State Supreme 
Court, Appellate 
Division recent-
ly threatened 
Columbia’s vision 
with a surprising 
court decision not 
in their favor. Now, 
a movement for statewide eminent 
domain reform that Perkins has 
announced may prove to be a fur-
ther roadblock for the University, 
supporters say. 

The first victory 

The Jan. 6 hearing came 
on the heels of the New 
York State Supreme Court, 
Appellate Division’s 3-2 deci-
sion last month that declared 
eminent domain—the process 
by which the state can seize 
private property for “public 
use” in exchange for market-
rate compensation—in the 
17-acre expansion zone to be 
illegal, a major setback for the 

University’s campus develop-
ment plans.  

It was a surprising victory for 
Tuck-It-Away Self-Storage own-
er Nick Sprayregen and gas sta-
tion owners Gurnam Singh and 
Parminder Kaur, the last private 
landowners in the expansion 
area who have not struck land 
deals with the University. 

University President Lee 
Bollinger said after the ruling 

that the project 
may not happen 
at all without em-
inent domain. 

The Empire 
State Development 
Corporation—the 

state body that approved emi-
nent domain for the project in 
December 2008—appealed the 
decision this month to New 
York’s highest court, the Court of 
Appeals. Columbia is not a direct 
party in the case. 

The start of a movement 

In the wake of this victory, 
Perkins has spoken out against 
the state’s current procedures 
for invoking eminent domain. 
He wrote a letter last month to 
Gov. David Paterson, CC ’77, 
urging him not to appeal the 
Appellate Division ruling. 

State appeals anti-eminent domain ruling 
By Kim Kirschenbaum

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

The Empire  St ate 
Development Corporation is 
officially going forward with 
its appeal in favor of eminent 
domain in Manhattanville af-
ter losing in a surprise court 
decision in December.

On Jan. 8, ESDC—the 
state body that approved the 
use of eminent domain for 

Columbia’s Manhattanville ex-
pansion project in December 
2008—for-
mally appealed 
the New York 
State Supreme 
Court, Appellate 
Division’s deci-
sion last month 
that ruled that 
such use is illegal.

The Appellate Division 
ruling declared eminent 

domain—the process by which 
the state can seize private prop-

erty for “public 
use” in exchange 
for market-rate 
compensation—
illegal in the 17-
acre expansion 
zone, dealing a 
major setback to 

the University’s campus de-
velopment plans. The ruling 
argued that the expansion of 

an elite private university does 
not constitute a public use, 
and condemned alleged “col-
lusion” between Columbia and 
ESDC in determining blight 
in the area.

It was a surprising victory 
for Tuck-It-Away Self-Storage 
owner Nick Sprayregen and gas 
station owners Gurnam Singh 
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and Parminder Kaur, the only re-
maining private property owners 
in the expansion area who have 
not struck land deals with the 
University. Singh and Kaur filed 
a separate lawsuit, but it was sub-
stantially similar to Sprayregen’s, 
and the Appellate Division ruled 
on both cases simultaneously.

Norman Siegel—Sprayregen’s 
attorney and former director 
of the New York Civil Liberties 
Union—served ESDC with a 
“notice of entry” on Jan. 5, a 
step the winner of a court case 
takes to officially start the 30-
day period in which the loser 
can appeal the decision. ESDC, 
which had announced its inten-
tion to appeal immediately af-
ter the Dec. 3 ruling, formally 
did so on Jan. 8, according to 
ESDC spokesperson Warner 
Johnston.

Now that the appeal has been 
filed, new legal briefs will be ex-
changed between the two parties.

“The ESDC has requested 
that we prepare new briefs and 
all parties have agreed to that,” 
David Smith, the attorney for 
the Singh family, said.

ESDC will first submit their 
briefs, then Sprayregen and 
Singh will respond with their 
briefs, and then the state will 
have another opportunity to 
respond. At that point, the case 
will be scheduled in May or June 
before the court goes on holiday 
for the summer, Smith said.

Echoing language he and 
Sprayregen have used throughout 
their multi-year fight against em-
inent domain in Manhattanville, 
Siegel said he was “cautiously op-
timistic that we will prevail in the 
Court of Appeals.”

Sprayregen cited as a point 
of concern the recent Court of 
Appeals ruling which upheld 
the use of eminent domain for 
the Atlantic Yards development 
in Brooklyn, but he said he sees 
reason for a favorable outcome.

“It concerns me only to the de-
gree that virtually all cases up until 
now have been decided in favor of 
the state and the private benefi-
ciary,” Sprayregen said. “But we’re 
the exception and we’re making a 
difference and I do think that the 
Court of Appeals will be able to 
see the significant differences be-
tween the fact pattern in Brooklyn 
and the fact pattern here and will 
uphold our decision,” he said, add-
ing, “we think we have a strong 
legal position.”

Though Columbia is not a di-
rect party to the case, University 
spokesperson Robert Hornsby 
said Columbia supports ESDC’s 
decision to appeal. 

kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com

State files 
M’ville 
appeal

Barnard student center 
finally opens its doors

By carly silver
Spectator Staff Writer

Nearly three years after 
Barnard demolished its McIntosh 
Student Center, the Diana is fi-
nally open for business.

While the formal opening cer-
emony will not take place for an-
other two weeks, the Diana—the 
new student center on Barnard’s 
campus—is set to open Tuesday 
for the first day of classes.

According to Barnard media 
relations manager Alyssa Vine, 
classes will be taking place in 
the Diana on the first day of the 
semester, and Liz’s Café, a new 
coffee shop, will be opening. The 
Student Activities office will also 
be up and running.

On a hard hat tour in 
December, Lisa Gamsu, Barnard’s 
Vice President for administration 
and capital planning, warned 
students that some elements of 
the facility might not be in place 
by January. 

Though Vine said that au-
dio/visual equipment for class-
rooms should be ready for use 
on Tuesday, she added that there 
are components of the building 
that are not yet complete, such 

as the second floor dining room 
and student store.

The grand opening will be 
celebrated in February, and will 
include a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony with students, faculty, staff, 
community leaders, University 
Trustees, and public officials.  

Students from both Columbia 
and Barnard said they were excit-
ed about the building’s opening.

Construction “has been a bit 
frustrating,” Meredith Kurz, BC ’12, 
said. “But at this point, I’m excited 
for the new space. We certainly need 
it on our side of the street.”

As a Columbia College Student 
Council member and represen-
tative to Student Government 
Association, Brandon Christophe, 
CC ’12, said he is also eager to see 
the final results.

“I’m very excited and hope 
that, as a CC student, I will be 
given a lot of access to this build-
ing,” he said.

Beginning Tuesday, the build-
ing will be open from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. 
to 2 a.m. on weekends. Access to 
the tunnel link will close nightly 
at 10 p.m. 

carly.silver
@columbiaspectator.com

Professor accused of 
assault misses court date

By Sarah Darville and 
Kim Kirschenbaum

Columbia Daily Spectator 

After allegedly assaulting a 
Columbia employee at a local bar 
in November, associate professor 
Lionel McIntyre failed to appear 
in court on Jan. 11.

According to police reports 
on the incident, McIntyre—a 
professor in the ur-
ban planning pro-
gram at Columbia’s 
Graduate School 
of Architecture, 
Planning, and 
Preservation—
punched School of the Arts pro-
duction manager Camille Davis 
at Toast, a bar on Broadway near 
125th Street. After McIntyre 
failed to appear in court on his 
scheduled date, the case was de-
layed two more weeks.

A spokesperson for the 
Manhattan District Attorney’s 
office said on Jan. 12 that the 
judge had issued a bench war-
rant for McIntyre’s arrest for 
his failure to appear. His parole 
has also been revoked. The case 
has been adjourned until Jan. 
26, but the warrant means that 
McIntyre could legally be ar-
rested at any point before then, 
according to the DA spokesper-
son. McIntyre had been previ-
ously released without bail.

McIntyre allegedly punched 
Davis at Toast on Nov. 6, 2009, 

according to police reports, which 
noted that Davis had “bruising, 
redness and swelling in the right 
eye” and suffered “substantial 
pain.” Davis reported the assault 
three days later, and McIntyre 
was arrested and charged with 
third-degree assault on Nov. 9.

Daniel Morgan, a former reg-
ular at Toast who said he knew 
both McIntyre and Davis, though 

he was not at the 
bar during the in-
cident, said the as-
sault was prompted 
by a dispute that 
may have been 
about race.

Morgan criticized the bar for 
not calling the police. He said that 
people from the bar, where he is 
no longer allowed, have faulted 
him for being vocal about the in-
cident and have said, “Thanks for 
getting Mac arrested.”

“They’re afraid of losing their 
jobs,” Morgan said on Monday. 
“They thought they could contain it 
by themselves. No one will take any 
responsibility for these actions.”

The owner of Toast could not 
be reached for comment, and a 
manager at the 125th Street lo-
cation, where the incident took 
place, declined to comment. 
Columbia spokesperson Robert 
Hornsby also declined to com-
ment. Lionel McIntyre and his le-
gal counsel could not be reached 
for comment.

news@columbiaspectator.com

ESDC must release M’ville documents
By Kim Kirschenbaum and 

Sam Levin 
Columbia Daily Spectator

The New York State Court 
of Appeals ruled unanimously 
on Dec. 15 that the Empire State 
Development Corporation must 
hand over documents it has re-
fused to disclose for two years.

Now, the recipients say that 
these documents could poten-
tially turn the tide of a different 
case in their favor.

On Dec. 3, the New York State 
Supreme Court, 
Appellate Division, 
ruled that eminent 
domain — the pro-
cess by which the 
state can seize private 
property for “public 
use” in exchange for 
market-rate compensation — is il-
legal for Columbia’s 17-acre cam-
pus in Manhattanville. That ruling 
also faulted the state’s blight study 
of the area, which was used to de-
termine whether the neighborhood 
is in an economic condition beyond 
potential for natural repair.

And on Dec. 15, Tuck-it-
Away Self-Storage owner Nick 
Sprayregen — one of two re-
maining Manhattanville property 
owners that have not yet struck 
deals with the University — re-
ceived news of a further court 
decision in his favor.

The Court of Appeals ruled 
that, under the Freedom of 

Information Law, or FOIL, ESDC 
must disclose documents regard-
ing a 2004 agreement between 
the ESDC and Columbia on 
seeking eminent domain for the 
Manhattanville campus.

The West Harlem Business 
Group, an unincorporated as-
sociation of businesses, made 
several requests under FOIL for 
these specific documents. The 
ESDC made a large portion of 
the agreement available, but had 
continually refused to disclose 
seven of these documents, argu-

ing that they are 
exempt based on 
the Public Officers 
Law, which grants 
exemption from 
FOIL when disclo-
sure “would impair 
present or immi-

nent contract awards or collec-
tive bargaining negotiations.”

But Sprayregen and his lawyer, 
Norman Siegel, challenged the 
ESDC’s right to withhold these 
remaining documents, and the 
court on Dec. 15 unanimously 
agreed with them.

The Court of Appeals decision 
noted that “this litigation could 
have been avoided, or significantly 
limited, had ESDC in the first in-
stance complied with the dictates 
of FOIL.” It added that ESDC gave 
no explanation for the denial of 
these particular documents, be-
yond citing the language of the 
Public Officers Law.

“This, without more, consti-
tuted a failure by ESDC to ‘fully 
explain in writing’ to WHBG ‘the 
reasons for further denial’ as re-
quired by FOIL,” the court ruled, 
adding that the WHBG had a right 
to bring suit to either obtain the 
documents or receive an explana-
tion for the ESDC’s denial.

“Only then, in the context of 
this lawsuit, did ESDC claim that 
the documents sought were ex-
empt under Public Officers Law,” 
the document said, adding that the 
“access officer’s initial determina-
tion was superficial, at best.”

ESDC spokesperson Warner 
Johnston defended the initial refus-
al to release the documents in an e-
mail, writing, “ESDC made public 
over 8,000 pages of documents be-
fore it affirmed the General Project 
Plan for this Project. Only seven 
documents, totaling 30 pages, 
which were withheld by ESDC as 
exempt under FOIL, were the sub-
ject of this litigation.”

He added, “This was a trans-
parent process and none of these 
documents affects the merits of 
ESDC’s findings.”

Since the Court of Appeals rul-
ing, Siegel and Sprayregen have 
been reviewing the documents. 
They noted recently that one par-
ticular document has raised some 
questions that will require further 
research, and this research will 
likely provide answers to their 
questions within the next week.

“We have identified some 
questions that we have to research 
as a result of the seven documents 
which could impact on our case 
in a positive way for us,” Siegel 
said. “But we haven’t completed 
the research yet so I can’t specifi-
cally say what that is.”

Sprayregen added, “There are 
certain documents in there that 
shed additional light on the pro-
cesses and methodology used by 
the state and Columbia in this 
condemnation,” and they could 
potentially explain “the process-
es that the state used in the con-
demnation and whether they did 
something improper.”

Yet even if these documents 
do ultimately contain informa-
tion that can strengthen their 
argument, it is still uncertain 
whether they could be taken 
into consideration at the Court 
of Appeals hearing for the emi-
nent domain case in the spring.

The record for this case was 
closed on Oct. 30, 2008, the 
point at which no additional 
evidence could be submitted to 
the courts. Because the court 
had ruled that they should have 
had those documents from the 
outset, Siegel said that if they 
wish to use the documents, they 
will likely have to ask the court 
to open up the record. Siegel 
said that they are researching 
this process as well. 

Columbia officials declined to 
comment on the ruling, citing the 
University’s policy of not com-
menting on litigations.  
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Soon after, he wrote a letter 
to the editor of the New York 
Times, criticizing a Times staff 
editorial that had called the 
court’s decision “weakly rea-
soned.” Perkins argued that the 
state’s process of invoking emi-
nent domain “lacks accountabil-
ity, transparency, or meaningful 
public participation.” 

The public hearing in January 
drew Harlem residents, business 
owners, and University and state 
officials to the Adam Clayton 
Powell State Office Building. As 
part of a series of public hearings 
Perkins plans to hold, the meet-
ing featured a slew of testifiers 
and witnesses who spoke to the 
need for legislation to reform the 
state’s eminent domain laws. 

“Today is the first step in shift-
ing the pendulum of power away 
from the unrestricted and abusive 
use of eminent domain back to a 
proper balance that protects the 
rights of tenants, property owners, 
and businesses,” Perkins said. 

In an interview after the hear-
ing, he commented, “There’s a 
momentum building like I’ve 
never seen before. People are 
coming from all over to share, 
people from all over the state.” 

Impetus for reform 

In a 2005 case, Kelo v. City of 
New London, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in a 5-4 decision that 
land could be transferred from 
one private owner to another 
through eminent domain to pro-
mote “economic rejuvenation,” as 
Justice John Paul Stevens wrote in 
his decision.  

Supporters of eminent do-
main have cited this case as 
precedent for the idea that the 
seizure of land for a private en-
tity can still constitute “public 
use,” but Perkins said the ruling 
contained language that encour-
aged states to review their own 
eminent domain statutes.  

Since then, 43 states have re-
formed their eminent domain laws, 
but New York has not, he said. 

Under New York State 
Eminent Domain Procedure 
Law, prior to a property’s 

acquisition the condemnor must 
hold a hearing with the affected 
property owners, who can then 
file a petition to raise an appeal 
at the Appellate Division of the 
State Supreme Court. But many 
advocates of reform assert that 
New York state law should offer 
a trial prior to the case reaching 
the Appellate Division, as they 
say most other states do.  

“Anybody who is threat-
ened with loss of property 
should have the right to a 
trial—it’s an unconstitutional 
taking,” David Smith, Singh’s 
and Kaur’s attorney, said in an 
interview after the hearing, ex-
plaining that according to the 
state’s current law, “you don’t 
have the right to question the 
other side. It’s outrageous.”   

Sprayregen said at the hearing, 
“The continued failure to pass re-
form will undoubtedly result in 
more eminent domain abuse.” 

Further compelling the state 
to take action was the recent 6-1 
Court of Appeals ruling uphold-
ing the use of eminent domain 
for the Atlantic Yards develop-
ment in Brooklyn. Atlantic Yards 
is a mixed-use commercial and 
residential development. 

“Since the decision [in the 
December Appellate Court 
case] was 3-2, there were two 
judges who did in fact think 
that the state should win the 
case, and when this case gets to 
the Court of Appeals, one pos-
sibility is that they will decide it 
is consistent with Atlantic Yards 
and reverse the decision,” Lance 
Liebman, a Columbia Law 
School professor and director 
of the Parker School of Foreign 
and Comparative Law, said in 
an interview after the hearing. 

While those in support 
of eminent domain use in 
Manhattanville contend that the 
legal precedent of Atlantic Yards 
should be applied to Columbia’s 
case, opponents argue that the 
two cases are distinct, citing 
such differences as the meth-
odologies used to conduct the 
blight studies and the blight 
findings themselves.   

But the New York Times, 
which used ESDC to invoke em-
inent domain in order to develop 

its new headquarters in Midtown, 
stated in its editorial criticizing 
the Manhattanville ruling that 
the decision was “out of step with 
eminent domain law.” 

This reflects an underlying 
dilemma in New York’s judicial 
system: As court rulings con-
tinue to contradict each other, 
what is the role of legal prec-
edent in eminent domain cas-
es—or does it have a role at all? 
This was one of many systemat-
ic ambiguities that Perkins said 
needed to be addressed. 

Conflicts of interest? 

Unclear precedents are prob-
lematic, but conflicts of interest 
in eminent domain cases have 
also created urgent needs for re-
form, Perkins said. 

The ESDC hired the con-
sulting firm Allee King Rosen 
and Fleming (AKRF) to con-
duct a blight study, which was 
used to determine whether 
Manhattanville was in an eco-
nomic condition beyond the po-
tential for natural repair, thus jus-
tifying state seizure of properties 
for the public good.  

But the University also hired 
AKRF to assist in preparing the 
expansion plan and an environ-
mental impact statement. Perkins 
questioned ESDC’s rationale for 
choosing AKRF given this poten-
tial conflict. 

“If they [AKRF] say blight 
over here, and you hire them to 
do the same study, why use the 
same consultant and make it so 
colluded?” Perkins asked. “There 
are no other firms in the world 
who can do this?” 

ESDC representatives coun-
tered that there was no such “col-
lusion,” maintaining that their de-
cision to hire AKRF had to do with 
what they saw as its unparalleled 
ability to carry out the blight study, 
pointing to the firm’s large staff and 
its unmatched level of expertise. 

ESDC General Counsel Anita 
Laremont said that blight “is not 
a static kind of measurement 
that can be provided with spe-
cific criteria and different factors 
in a specific environment,” and 
explained the importance of se-
lecting a firm that can accurately 

determine “empirical” data. “We 
would be very happy if there were 
more capable firms,” she added. 

Perkins also asked about 
AKRF’s track record concern-
ing blight studies, to which 
Laremont responded that to her 
knowledge, the firm has ruled 
affirmatively in all cases. She 
added that ESDC hired another 
firm, Earth Tech, to conduct a 
secondary study of the area, and 
it also ruled affirmatively. 

“That’s unfair—you could 
have just gone with Earth Tech 
and we wouldn’t even be hav-
ing this conversation,” Perkins 
responded, adding in an inter-
view after the hearing, “I’m not 
sure if they don’t get it, or if 
they get it and they’re trying 
to get away with it.” 

Tom DeMott, a member of 
the local activist group Coalition 
to Preserve Community, testi-
fied for reform, saying, “The 
very possibility of conflict of 
interest should be taken out of 
the realm of the process.” 

And while Columbia is not a 
direct party to the case, Maxine 
Griffith, the University’s ex-
ecutive vice president of gov-
ernment and community af-
fairs and special advisor for 
campus planning, and Marcelo 
Velez, associate vice president 
for Manhattanville capital con-
struction in Columbia facilities, 
also testified at the hearing.  

When questioned, Griffith 
said that legal issues were out-
side her area of expertise. She 
told Perkins that the University 
would get back to him on ques-
tions that could not be answered 
at the hearing. 

A need for clarification 

Beyond reforms to the blight 
study process, Perkins said there 
was also a need for clarifica-
tion of the definition of blight 
itself—or lack thereof. 

Perkins and many testifiers 
at the meeting asserted that the 
state’s blight definition is vague, 
which he said is problematic 
given blight’s pivotal role in 
eminent domain cases.  

Without reaching an agree-
ment with the two holdouts, 

Columbia was forced to rely on 
eminent domain to build on 
those sites, and eminent domain 
can only be invoked if the area 
is designated as blighted. 

Sprayregen, who called for up-
dated language, said, “As things 
stand now, an agency can pretty 
much declare any neighborhood 
to be blighted.” 

The problem is historically 
rooted, some argue. 

“Particular legal criterion 
should have been rethought years 
ago,” Julia Vitullo-Martin, a senior 
fellow at the Manhattan Institute 
and director of the Center for 
Rethinking Development, said in 
an interview after the hearing. 

“The blight analysis comes out 
of Berman v. Parker, and it was 
rather cavalierly set out in that 
decision,” she added, referring to 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s unani-
mous 1954 ruling that declared 
private property could be taken 
for a public purpose with just 
compensation.   

Further complicating the mat-
ter is federalism, a cornerstone 
feature of American government 
in which sovereignty is divided 
between state governments and 
the federal government. 

“The United States Supreme 
Court has not insisted that emi-
nent domain can only be used 
on something that’s an ugly 
slum—eminent domain can be 
used to pursue a public policy 
of economic development that 
dates back to the first case in 
the Supreme Court,” Liebman 
said. “That’s the question of na-
tional, constitutional law. The 
states are free to decide how 
they define blight.”   

ESDC’s Laremont acknowl-
edged during the questioning 
session that the blight study 
“doesn’t include the opinions 
of property owners,” but is de-
termined by a board of people 
who rarely examine “the scene 
of the crime,” instead rely-
ing on photographs to make 
their judgments. These judg-
ments explain the ESDC’s 
July 2008 decision to declare 
Manhattanville blighted. 

In defending the blight desig-
nation at the time, an ESDC state-
ment said, “The high percentage 

of lots with deteriorating, insani-
tary and/or underutilized prop-
erty conditions indicates that the 
Project Site has been suffering 
from long-term poor mainte-
nance and disinvestment.” 

“The blight studies have 
evolved over time,” Laremont said 
at the hearing. They did not start 
out as a requirement, but rather 
became a part of the process for 
the purpose of documentation. 

University officials did not say 
anything with regard to blight 
designation at the hearing. 

Michael White, CEO and man-
aging director of the blog Noticing 
New York, said at the hearing that 
the term “blight” has lost mean-
ing, and “now simply means any 
land coveted for by a developer.” 

Just the beginning 

Though the number of attend-
ees at the hearing dwindled by 
the third hour, the calls for re-
form did not. 

Among the many reforms 
suggested, Ruth Eisenberg, a 
member of the Coalition to 
Preserve Community, called 
on the state to prohibit the 
use of eminent domain on af-
fordable housing units, though 
Columbia has promised not to 
seek eminent domain on resi-
dential buildings in the area.  

DeMott called for complete 
disclosure of all eminent domain 
correspondences. 

And Vitullo-Martin said that 
while reforms are important, 
it is also necessary to convince 
the public of the importance of 
a project. 

“Eminent domain always 
combines the legal questions 
with the political ones, and for 
eminent domain to be successful 
in America, both sets of criteria 
have to be met,” she said.  

Perkins emphasized that, while 
the proposed reforms are promis-
ing, it will be a long road ahead 
toward achieving legislation that 
incorporates these ideas. 

“This is not like instant rice. 
It’s going to be an uphill battle,” 
he said, but added, “We’re going 
to win, without a doubt.”

 kim.kirschenbaum
@columbiaspectator.com

Perkins kicks off hearings on eminent domain reform, criticizes blight studies
Reform from front page
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wounded started to arrive and we 
started to take care of them. But we 
had practically nothing. No ban-
dages. No medicine. … We talk-
ed to them. We held their hands. 
The earth continued to crumble.” 
Hundreds of wounded arrived at 
the base. There were only two doc-
tors present to help them.

Lindenmayer realized she 
would have to get her students 
out of the country as soon as 
possible. Lindenmayer arranged 
a helicopter to Santo Domingo, 
where they stayed with the 
Clinton foundation. They ar-
rived back in the United States 
on Saturday night.

Lindenmayer acknowledges the 
enormous impact the devastation 
had on the students, who she calls 
on a daily basis. “They have seen 
what they have been through. We 
came so close to death ourselves. 
We are alive and others are not. All 
the people they have met have dis-
appeared in one second. They have 
seen the suffering of the people of 
Haiti. We left people behind. You 
feel guilty by leaving,” she said. “If 
they can go over the trauma, they 
will be stronger people and will be 
inspired to continue the work of 
their colleagues that are no longer.”  

“We played chess with death 
and won by a hair,” she added. 
“About 150 of the UN staff is dead 
and thousands of the people of 
Haiti. Their agony has no words. 
We are coming back from hell. 
But we are alive. We were lucky.”

‘We need every single person 
on board’ 

The earthquake in Haiti has 
led to an outpouring of support 
from campus groups.

A handful of student groups 
will try to hash out details this 
week for a unified plan to support 
the people of Haiti, where chaos 
and mass suffering continue.

“This is an emergency, so things 
have to happen quickly,” said April 
Simpson, CC ‘11, president of the 
Caribbean Students Association.

 Simpson said the first test of a 
student-led relief effort will come 
on Wednesday night, when the 
CSA, working in tandem with the 
Haitian Students Association, will 

hold a forum open to the public.
CSA and HSA are still in the 

process of selecting which charity 
to work with exclusively.

Kessandra Agenor, BC ‘10 
and president of the HSA, said 
she hopes to form a partner-
ship with Howard University 
and other schools. Students at 
Howard have been working 
closely with the Haitian Embassy 
in Washington, D.C.

The CSA holds an annual mu-
sic showcase called 2 Dollarama to 
support developmental education 
in one Caribbean nation a year.

Until last Tuesday, this year’s 
beneficiary was supposed to be 
Simpson’s homeland of Jamaica. 
But the group soon agreed that 
the $2 entrance fee should be 
changed to $2 and a canned 
good or $4 to benefit the people 
of Haiti. The groups changed the 
fees to collect more funds and 
canned goods.

According to Aviva Buechler, 
BC’11 and president of Columbia/
Barnard Hillel, their group start-
ed talking with HSA in the days 
after the quake, and are hoping to 
raise $1,000 in the next few weeks 
for Haiti relief. 

“Generally, whenever disas-
ter strikes whoever it affects, 
it’s important for groups across 
Columbia to unite and collect 
funds,” Buechler said. 

Agenor said that it’s been a 
hard week for Haitian students, 
whether they were affected direct-
ly or indirectly. Their friends and 
family are mostly safe, she said.

But Agenor said that several 
hours after the quake, her fam-
ily learned that her grandmother 
in Haiti did not survive. She said 
that she hopes relief efforts at 
Columbia will let students know 
that they can make a difference.

“We need every single person 
to be on board,” she said.

‘The government has nothing. 
Their palace was destroyed. 
The president is homeless’

Columbia experts have been 
weighing in, and for at least one, 
response has been lacking.

According to Irwin Redlener, 
founder and Director of the National 
Center for Disaster Preparedness 
at Columbia’s Mailman School of 

Public Health, reaction to the cri-
sis, particularly the U.S. response, 
has been lackluster. According to 
Redlener, the response was initially 
an assessment of the extent of the 
disaster, rather than an immediate 
mobilization of resources.

“It was very clear within the first 
couple of hours that this was going 
to be a catastrophic disaster, that 
not only was an enormous earth-
quake in a city and country already 
impoverished, but it was striking 
the capital city and seat of govern-
ment, the only source of stability in 
the country. The response should 
have been more rapid and efficient 
than we’ve actually been observing. 
… Wasting time doing a detailed 
assessment instead of sending in 
search and rescue teams, that was 
not appropriate,” he said.  

Redlener is also the president 
and co-founder of Children’s 
Health Fund, a philanthropic or-
ganization that helps to develop 
health care programs in under-
represented areas. A  delayed re-
sponse is also catastrophic from a 
medical standpoint. The concern 
for lives hinges on potentially fatal 
injuries like crush and penetration 
injuries to the chest and head.

Lindenmayer said that the 
Haitian government has done 
everything it can do in the af-
termath. “The government has 
nothing. Their palace was de-
stroyed. The president is home-
less,” she said. 

She thinks the largest prob-
lem Haiti will face will be keep-
ing international attention long 
enough. stating that she believes 
that the rebuilding will be “a 20-
year enterprise.”  

The coming months are critical 
for effective ongoing response, as 
Haiti is only seeing the beginning 
of secondary and tertiary effects of a 
disaster of this proportion. Redlener 
explained that following a disaster 
like this, there are often many pub-
lic health concerns, ranging “from 
contaminated water supply, to in-
fections, water-born illnesses, and 
a host of other things that will re-
quire substantial public health un-
derstanding to keep in check.”  

Long-term goals for Haiti are 
multitudinous and will require an 
integrated effort. Redlener said, 
“The notion is to rebuild better.”

news@columbiaspectator.com

CU students organize relief efforts for Haiti

Syed Hossain, CC ’12 and a fel-
low member of the Libertarians, 
said he had been best friends with 
Fernandez since they went to 
high school together in Queens.

“I think he would want me to 
describe him this way: extremely 
political, a libertarian who was 
always against the government, 
always for the people, always 
wanted to end the Fed, always 
wanted a free market, who want-
ed to legalize marijuana just out 
of principle, who wants to be a 
free person,” Hossain said. “Back 
when Xanga was popular, he 
wrote this: ‘Here lies John David, 
a free man.’”

 Stephan Vincenzo, CC ’12, said 
that he and Fernandez had been 
friends for two years, first connect-
ing online over their early decision 
acceptances and family ties to the 
same city in Colombia.

“The first party I ever threw 
at Columbia was the Thursday of 
orientation. He … showed up in 
a special car and an hour early. 
He served as a huge inspiration to 
me—I never heard him complain 
once,” Vincenzo said.

He added, “I can’t help but 
also be a bit happy, because he 
was such a huge advocate for lib-
erty, and now he is liberated.”

Casey Smith-Dube, a high 
school classmate of Fernandez 
and a sophomore at SUNY 
Albany, wrote in a Facebook 
message to Spectator, “I looked 
at David as a warm soul. ... He 
will be missed by everyone who 
knew him, whether they knew 
him well or not,” she said.

Smith-Dube added that 
Fernandez participated in SING, 
an inter-grade singing, dancing, 
and acting competition at their 
high school. Their grade won 
two years in a row—mostly due 
to Fernandez’s script and dedica-
tion, she said.

Fernandez invited CJ Maloney, 
a blogger who wrote for the 
Mises Institute, to speak at a 
Libertarians event at Columbia 
in October 2009.

“He was a whirlwind of energy 
confined to a wheelchair,” Maloney 
wrote in an e-mail. While Maloney 
was at Columbia, Fernandez 
told him that economist Murray 
Rothbard had worked on papers 
in Butler Library.

“Every time I’m on the grounds 
of Columbia, I’ll think of JD … 
and wonder if we might have just 
lost someone who could have been 
a Rothbard,” Maloney said.

 In the summer of 2009, 
Fernandez attended Mises 
University, a week-long program 

sponsored by the Mises Institute.
Eric Staib, a senior at the 

University of Oklahoma, at-
tended Mises University with 
Fernandez. He wrote that other 
alumni of the program are being 
contacted to raise money to cre-
ate an award in his name.

“JD was someone who … had 
been compared to some of the in-
tellectual heroes of young liber-
tarians,” Staib said.

Fernandez was planning to 
major in economics and philos-
ophy. On his personal blog, “The 
Liberty Review,” he described 
himself as “a stormtrooper of the 
Yankee Universe and a classic lib-
eral of the Misesian strand.”

He also wrote three submis-
sions for Spectator on the pro-
posed campus smoking ban, 
same-sex marriage, and the role 
of government, respectively.

Jeffrey Tucker, editorial vice 
president of the Mises Institute, 
wrote in an e-mail, “He touched 
many lives, urging people to read 
more, work harder, and think of 
ever-higher ideals. In the inspi-
ration he provided others he is 
immortal, because what he be-
lieved in and what he did dur-
ing his too-short life continues 
to live on.”

sarah.darville
@columbiaspectator.com

Family, friends remember Fernandez

challenging enough for him,” 
said Sinnott’s mother, Sharon 
DeFino. 

DeFino said Sinnott went to 
Manhattan Community College 
to further his studies.

“Then he decided to apply to 
Columbia,” she said. “I was think-
ing, ‘Michael you have a GED … 
are you sure? Maybe you should 
have a backup plan.’”

An environmental biology 
major with a concentration in 
sustainable development, Sinnott 
had been a student at Columbia 
since the fall of 2006.

“The first time I met him was ac-
tually at Glass House Rocks,” Nicolle 
Rountree, Sinnott’s best friend and 
a fellow GS student, said.

“I was sitting at a table in 
Lerner and my best friend had a 
class with him … He kissed me 
and proceeded to talk about me 
like he knows me for five years,” 
she recounted. “He asked for my 
phone number. I said ‘no’.”

“By the time I got home I had 
seven e-mails from him,” she 
continued. “It was like that every 
day—it wasn’t more than four 
hours before I heard from him, got 
a text or an e-mail.” But soon, she 
said, they became close friends.

“His adventure for life was 
contagious,” said Chad Miller, 
who graduated from GS in 2007. 
“There was a sense of adventure he 
had about him … I think hanging 
around him allowed me to explore 
those qualities within myself.”

While he found academics 
difficult, according to friends, he 
is remembered for his staunch 
determination in class.

“Classes weren’t easy for him 
at all,” Rountree said. “The time 
commitment and physical com-
mitment and the ability to survive 
on sleep deprivation was some-
thing that was really draining on 
his system, but [he felt that] it was 
all worth it.”

“He and his [lab] partner were 
the ones who stayed in lab every 
single week to finish their lab,” said 
Sidney Hemming, associate pro-
fessor of earth and environmen-
tal sciences, referring to Sinnott’s 
Solid Earth System class.

Sinnott was also known 
for his strong school spirit, 

consistently pro-
viding the General 
Studies Student 
C ou nc i l  w i t h 
feedback.  

“He was sort of 
like the pseudo-
delegate,” Rountree 
said. “He was there 
to voice his opinion 
whether someone 
asked for it or not.”

“He was very in-
terested in our pol-
icy initiatives, and 
he was one of the 
few GS students to 
respond to my e-
mails with questions 
and suggestions for 
the GSSC policy 
committee,” GSSC 
president Katherine 
Edwards, GS ‘10, 
wrote in an e-mail.

Sinnott was also 
very active outside 
of the classroom, 
spending some time 
in the military before 
he came to GS and 
participating in com-
munity service pro-
grams, such as New 
York Cares.

Outside of the classroom, Sinnott 
was known as a charmer, constantly 
putting smiles on people’s faces with 
numerous jokes. 

“He was very funny,” Limardo 
said. “He always had a joke.”

She recalled his costume for 
his first Halloween at Columbia. 
“He came dressed up like a wom-
an, like decked out,” she laughed. 
“Boobs, hairy legs, skirt … I was 
just like, ‘I can’t believe you were 
walking around campus looking 
crazy like that!”

Rountree agreed, adding, “A 
lot of people had preconceived 
notions of him being a bit … off 
the handle,” she said, noting how 
he was always “flirting with the 
girls at the café in Butler,” “mak-
ing statues out of the food in John 
Jay,” and even signing his e-mails, 
whether they were sent to pro-
fessors, friends, or family, with 
“sin-seriously.”

“For many of us at the wake 
and the funeral, there was al-
ways this aspect that the final 
joke hadn’t been played … that 

Michael was going to jump out 
of the coffin,” Miller added.

Family also noted his large 
heart for strangers.

“I don’t care if you were gay, 
straight, black, or green, Michael 
always looked for someone’s 
heart,” DeFino said. “At the 
end of [his] shift [at Starbucks], 
Michael would collect all the 
sandwiches and give them out 
to all these homeless people on 
the way home.”

What stood out the most to his 
family and friends was his ability 
to push them out of their comfort 
zones and expose them to new 
adventures on a daily basis.  

Rountree added, “A couple of 
times we ended up on the top of 
Butler, in the top of Low—that’s 
just not something that nor-
mal Columbia students get to 
experience.” 

Columbia will hold an on-
campus memorial service for 
Sinnott on Feb. 1 at 2:30 pm.

madina.toure
@columbiaspectator.com

GS student had unique spirit, friends say

haiti from front page

fernandez from front page

sinnoTt from front page

Courtesy of Patricia Barnett
Remembered |  Students and family mourn the loss of John David Fernandez, CC ’12, left, who died of pneumonia.

Courtesy of Nicolle Rountree
missed  |  Students and family remember 
Michael Sinnott, a GS senior who died of 
natural causes over break. 
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 It’s 2010, and the future of newspapers—nigh, of the world of 
journalism—is in question. We’ve spent recent years listening to 
pundits drone on about the demise of newspapers and the collapse 
of good, objective journalism. Gossip is in season, they say, and the 
truth no longer matters.

As we think about where we want to take Spectator over the next 
year, these concerns are at the forefront of the decisions we make. 
The newspaper economy affects us, too. We entertain the same 
struggle professional papers do over how best to adapt our decades-
old reporting model to the Web. And how can we hope to attract 
Columbia’s most talented undergrads to the Spec offices when the 
journalism job market is drying up?

We’ll be the first to admit, as every Spec board has done before 
us, that we don’t have all the answers—but that’s not going to stop 
us from trying to find them. Look out in the months ahead for 
big, splashy stories that cut to the heart of the issues that matter to 
Columbia students and the people of Morningside Heights. And 
watch our website—yes, that’s www.columbiaspectator.com—for 
innovations that will set the Spectator apart from other college 
newspapers.

The truth matters, of course, but the truth doesn’t have to be so, 
well, boring. We hope—no, we absolutely expect—that Volume 134 
will possess an energy and passion unmatched by any group that 
has ever led this newspaper.

And if you don’t think we’re succeeding, then comment, write 
letters, stop us on campus—we’re just two editors waiting to hear 
from you. We want to be visible, and we’ll put ourselves in the fir-
ing line when necessary, because we want to know what you think. 
Better yet, whether you like what we’re doing and want to be a part 
of it or think we’re just awful and are determined to make us better, 
come and join us.

This is just the beginning.

Ben Cotton
Editor in Chief

Thomas Rhiel 
Managing Editor



Spectator Opinion accepts submissions from 
diverse areas of interest. Submissions should 
be between 700 and 900 words and express 
opinions that do not perpetuate stereotypes or 
unfairly label groups or individuals. All writ-
ers meet with an associate editor to edit their 
submissions before publication. Submissions 
may be sent to opinion@columbiaspectator.
com.

For more information, come to our meeting 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the Spectator office 
on the corner of 112th Street and Broadway.

opinion?YOUR
do you want 

to voice

As I write this 
column I 
am hurtling 

through the dark-
ness in a long tin can 
on rails somewhere 
in North Carolina. 
I could talk about 
anything, but, being 
a nebbishy traveler, 
constantly imagining 
my blazing end down 
the line, I cannot 
stop thinking about 
religion. We discuss 

it occasionally on campus—the difficulty 
of keeping faith in a secular institution, the 
openness and role of religious organizations—
but the discourse descends into madness 
without closure. I make no claim to have a 
firm grasp on the subject, but I would at least 
like to explore it before my flaming demise.

Most will agree that it is not easy to be 
religious on this campus. Some, like Eric 
Hirsch, writer of last year’s column “The 
God Beat,” have credited this to an inherent 
“godless is cool” attitude. But this is a mild 
phenomenon, delivered only in disparag-
ing remarks on the Quran in CC class or an 
anonymous Bwog comment, like those about 
the cross on the steps on April 10, 2009. 
Rather—I tend to think—religious practice 
on campus is difficult because we have been 
uprooted from our communities, our tradi-
tions. (And, full disclosure: I am religious 
and sometimes share this gnawing discom-
fort.) Seeking community, we find fellow 
practitioners whose ways challenge our own 
comfortable conceptions. So hedged in with 
doubt and detractors, we become introspec-
tive and soul-searching—even the atheists 
and agnostics (or at least this was the stated 
rationale for the 2007 creation of Columbia 
Atheists and Agnostics).

Of course, we are comparatively lucky. 
We have the resources and the diversity to 
provide services and societies for all manner 
of religions—Buddhist to Baha’i, Mormon 
to Muslim. And our administration has 
been quite accommodating with religious 
concerns. Muslims, for example, receive 
ample support from campus dining dur-
ing Ramadan fasting, and professors are 
considerate of the Jewish high holidays. But, 
even in this city and on this campus, with 
our diversity and attentiveness to the needs 
of religious students, we fall short. Increased 
security measures and new housing policies 
make life harder for Orthodox Jews, Muslim 
women are criticized and confronted about 
their hijabs, and, most notably, courses on 
Islam have been scheduled during Friday 
prayer. As was made clear by the University’s 
grudging decision to change the 2010 
Commencement date to account for the 
Jewish holiday Shavuot, it takes great pres-
sure, persistence, and organizational girth to 
force a secular institution like Columbia to 
recognize religious concerns.

To care for the members of the faith, 
then, it is in a religious organization’s inter-
est to unite members of the faith under one 
banner, like the Muslim Student Association 
or the various nondenominational Christian 
groups on campus. It is also in a group’s 
interest to gain the support and attention of 
the wider campus community through inclu-
sive programming, which may conveniently 
be paid for by student life fees. Ahimsa, a 
Jain group, has been particularly successful 
in this regard, boasting a massive campus 
presence and consistently attracting a diverse 
swath of the student body to events—but the 
organization has comparatively few mem-
bers. The University’s funding and the wishes 
of religious groups to be active, understood, 
and respected incentivize a race toward 
the middle in which groups focus on, to 

paraphrase former MSA President Ayesha 
Syed, BC ’03, very basic stuff. Using a com-
mon denominator appeal may garner out-
sider interest and member unity, but it risks 
oversimplification—it lacks the nuance that 
makes religion complex, fascinating, and 
beautiful. I was happy to hear that MSA of-
fered Tajwid (Quran recitation) lessons, but 
surprised to hear that, at least in 2008, they 
offered lessons in only one form of Tajwid 
to members of such diverse Muslim back-
grounds. Certainly students may discover 
their own unique spirituality with minimal 
guidance, so maybe such nuance and plural-
ism is not vital. But it is a useful service to 
the searching faithful and the truly interested 
outsider—I personally cannot find many 
mystic practitioners in campus groups.

I do not claim they all operate as such. 
Small and/or unique religious organizations 
manage to survive but receive little fund-
ing, little interest, and only gain recogni-
tion through back-breaking efforts. For 
now, though, our wide-event-based funding 
incentivizes groups, ironically, to sacrifice 
possible niche, personal needs of the faith-
ful to be present for the faithful.

So how to treat campus religious groups? 
Just like other groups? To borrow Provost 
Steele’s term, this is a “diversity problem”—
a problem of making religions comfortable 
while also integrated with all groups. Is it a 
responsibility to generate an informed stu-
dent body, to further aid in religious plural-
ism? Probably not. So how do we encourage 
students to explore small groups that don’t 
aim for inclusive, catch-all programming? 
I don’t know—I present the issue to greater 
minds for consideration.

Mark Hay is a Columbia College sophomore. 
Unusual, Unseemly, or Unnoticed runs alter-

nate Tuesdays.

Losing my religion, gaining my religion?
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Unu su a l , 
Uns e em l y,  or 
Un n oti c e d

M a rk
H ay

by YASMINA RAiANI

After the shooting at Fort Hood this past 
November, my inbox was flooded with expres-
sions of “regret,” “shock,” “horror,” and “grief.” 
These strong condemnations of Nidal Hasan’s 
act came from what some may deem an unlikely 
source: three Arab-American organizations—
the Arab-American Family Support Center, 
the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee, and the Arab American Institute. 
Indeed, in the wake of the shooting, the most 
vocal critics of Hasan—even among my peers—
were Arabs. The logic behind this behavior is 
perhaps best illustrated by ADC’s press release. 
Immediately after labeling Hasan’s attack “ab-
solutely deplorable,” ADC President Mary Rose 
Oakar called upon American authorities to make 
preparations for a “backlash” against the Arab, 
Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian communities 
in the U.S. Fashioned in order to distance the 
Arab-American community from the behavior 
of a single individual, such public declarations 
were the clear product of this rational anxiety, 
coupled with what I assume to be a heartfelt dis-
dain for violence. At the time, the fact that other 
civil rights groups, such as the NAACP and the 
ACLU, didn’t denounce Hasan’s act seemed per-
fectly natural.

However, my 
stance on these 
releases took a 
sharp turn when I 
received a similar 
statement from 
ADC following 
the unsuccess-
ful Christmas 
terrorist attack, 
which was not 
an attempt by an 
Arab (this was 
before al-Qaida 
took credit). Let’s 
set aside the fact 
that this particu-
lar press release 
included an as-
sertion of ADC’s 
willingness to 
assist the FBI in 
its investigation. 
Let’s similarly ig-
nore the reality that this marked a blatant and 
unnecessary criminalization of ADC’s constitu-
ency. Such a statement didn’t protect the Arab-
American community from hostile attitudes. 
Rather, the statement legitimized ethnic gen-
eralizations by giving Arabs the responsibil-
ity to “apologize” for a stereotypically “Arab” 
act. In reality, the link between that act and the 
Arab community was a racist fiction. Did the 
NAACP publicly convey its disapproval in 2008 
when Demario Atwater, a black man, murdered 

a white coed at 
the University 
o f  N o r t h 
Carolina? No. I 
certainly didn’t 
see white people 
running around 
professing their 
patriotism af-
ter Timothy 
McVeigh 
bombed 
Oklahoma City. 
The actions of a 
given individu-
al are clearly 
not indicative 
of the attitudes 
of the ethnic 
group to which 
he belongs. 
Moreover, I do 
not feel com-
pelled, as an 

Arab, to cater to that stupidity. Just as no one 
would expect an African American to proclaim, 
upon introducing himself, his distaste for crack, 
it is not my responsibility to declare as publicly 
and frequently as possible that I am not a “ji-
hadi.” If I were to do so, I would not dispel the 
assumption to which I am responding—I would 
validate it. 

However, my greater objection is this: Any 
apology or statement specifically designed to 
pacify an irrational and potentially aggressive 

adversary—in this case, racist members of the 
American public—must imply one of two senti-
ments. Cowardice is one of them. A deep need 
for approval is the other. Let me be clear—cau-
tion is not cowardice. The move to increase 
security in mosques following the Fort Hood 
shooting was reasonable. This was an instance of 
caution. Preemptively waving a white flag in an 
attempt to secure the affection of a discrimina-
tory group, on the other hand, is cowardly and 
mildly pathetic. Why any Arab would surrender 
his integrity for the sake of inclusion in a so-
ciety that has systematically subjugated people 
of color throughout its history, a tradition that 
continues in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Palestine, is 
beyond me. As Arab students attending an Ivy 
League school, a fact that signals our inclusion 
in American society, I believe it is particularly 
important for us to resist this need for accep-
tance. Pandering for approval inhibits self-de-
velopment. I fear that it is conducive only to 
silence, or to a reluctance to challenge American 
power or express one’s identity. Either way, beg-
ging for forgiveness or approval should never 
be a part of protecting oneself against discrimi-
nation. It betrays a lack of self-respect. Only 
through self-respect can you compel another 
man to treat you humanely. If you apologize, 
you are guilty. If you bow, you are a servant. If 
you wave a white flag, then not only are you at 
war, but you have lost.

The author is a Columbia College sophomore. She 
is the vice president of Turath, the Arab students’ orga-
nization at Columbia.

No white flag for 
Arab Americans

Two weeks ago 
Thursday, the 
New Jersey 

State Senate voted 
down a bill that 
would have legalized 
same-sex marriage in 
the state. I was there, 
in the statehouse, and 
could only shrug in 
disappointment as 
the expected out-
come (20-14 against) 
popped up on the 

television screen in the overflow room, where 
a few hundred citizens were gathered. Fifteen 
minutes later I was in my car heading home.

It had been a long day and I was tired. 
My friends and I had been in Trenton since 
nine (the vote took place around five in the 
afternoon) trying to stalk down and sway the 
mind of our supposedly on-the-fence state 
senator. Around noon I caught up to him as 
he exited his office through the “secret” back 
door and told him a heartbreaking half-truth 
about a gay friend of mine who wanted to 
get married but couldn’t. He was like an 
older brother to me, and I wanted to be the 
best man at his wedding, I told the senator. 
“Thank you for sharing that story,” he said.

The truth is, that friend isn’t from New 
Jersey, I have no idea if he wants to marry 
his boyfriend, and I certainly won’t be his 
best man if he does get married. I lied be-
cause we had been instructed upon arrival 
at the statehouse to think of why we were 
there fighting for marriage equality—this 
“why” (preferably a personal anecdote) 
was what we were supposed to relate to 
the senator—and I had been stumped. Or 
rather, personal motivations were virtually 

non-existent: I’m not gay, I won’t be getting 
married anytime soon, and there is nobody 
close to me who would have been directly 
affected by the bill. Most of my friends who 
made the trip with me shared similar feel-
ings. So why, then, were we there?

After a little conversation on the topic, the 
answer, unimpressive though it was, became 
clear—marriage equality just seemed like 
common sense to us. It was  the “right thing,” 
so when one of our more active friends asked 
us if we would help convince our senator to 
do the right thing, we didn’t think twice (well 
OK, when my alarm rang at the ungodly hour 
of 7 a.m. I may have had my doubts, but I 
swear I didn’t think three times).

Oddly enough, though, when asked 
by an older member of the New Jersey-
based gay rights organization Garden State 
Equality—a person who was apparently a 
veteran of the mass protests of the ’60s and 
’70s—why my generation hadn’t come out 
in droves to fight for the bill, it occurred to 
me that the reason my friends had named 
for being there was similar to the reason so 
many others had stayed home. That is, the 
importance of marriage equality was so ob-
vious to us that the notion of an all-out war 
over the issue was absurd. It was, no doubt, 
a view fostered in a sheltered, affluent, and 
liberal New Jersey suburb, but was none-
theless true for many of the kids we knew. 
Indeed, I feel pretty confident that I would 
never have ended up in Trenton had it not 
been for that friend suggesting I come.

That is not to say that I had anything 
more important to do that day, but rather 
that it would hardly have occurred to me to 
make the trip. Why is that? To a great extent, 
I think it’s because we, as an age group, are 
uniquely self-absorbed. I don’t mean that 

as a pejorative. Self-absorption is the best 
part, and perhaps a necessary part, of being 
young—try “finding yourself ” when you 
spend half your day looking for your daugh-
ter’s shoes so she can get to school on time. 
But it does mean that the external world can 
often seem like an afterthought. We can be 
absolutely convinced that marriage equal-
ity is the right thing, and at the same time 
be too caught up in work or relationships or 
“Spicy Specials” to help make it a reality. 

It is exactly this sort of obsession with tri-
fles that represents what the old-timer from 
GSE called the apathy of the younger genera-
tions. And at first I agreed with him. Apathy, 
bred from self-absorption, has always been 
one of those negative words thrown around 
in discussing our generation.

But then it occurred to me that this 
apathy was actually the greatest thing for 
the bill. After all, a state full of citizens who 
couldn’t care less whether or not two adults 
of the same sex could marry each other was 
precisely the sort of state where such a bill 
would be successful. In that sense, one les-
son of the marriage equality bill was a bright 
spot in a sad defeat—the people of New 
Jersey (or the young ones, anyway), don’t 
care if their state offers same-sex marriage. I 
would venture to say that the same is true of 
the youth in many other states, though I am 
not so naïve as to think that the opinions of 
Jersey residents extend to the entire country. 
Still, advocates for same-sex marriage should 
perhaps take heart, and even be encouraged 
by the apathy so friendly to their cause.

Neil FitzPatrick is a Columbia College 
sophomore. Excuses and Half-truths runs 

alternate Tuesdays.

Marriage and apathy in the Garden State
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consultation/information 
Need advice on an issue and/or infor-
mation on a topic? Contact G & M Con-
sulting. Inexpensive hourly meetings. 
(646) 241-1633.

berkshire ski house
Avail by month or season. 3 BRs, 2 
family rooms, kitch, large dining room, 
living room w/ brick fireplace, French 
park, in historic town of North Egre-
mont, 5 mi south of Great Barrington, 
Catamount and Butternut ski resort. 
$1400/ mo, utils incl. Pix avail on www. 
picasaweb.google.com.GreeneLa-
ma/EgremontSeptember20. Contact 
Phyllis (212) 666-3400. E-mail: phyl-
low@aol.com
HILLSDALE, NY: 2 BR, 1 family room, 
kitch, large dining & living room with 
floor to ceiling windows overlooking 
our pond and Catamount ski resort. 
Only avail from March 11-25. $400/ 
weekend, utils incl. Call Phyllis (212) 
666-3400. E-mail: phyllow@aol.com

english language teacher 
Improve your writing, speaking and 
reading in English. Communicate ef-
fectively in academics, business or 
everyday life. Lessons are planned to 
meet each student’s needs. Experi-
enced, certified (Cambridge Univ CEL-
TA) teacher of English as a Second 
Language. CU Master/International Af-
fairs. $30/hr. (646) 251-3640. kesls@ 
verizon.net

PROFESSIONAL EDITING by Colum-
bia Ph. D. Dissertation and academic 
style expert (APA, Turabian, MLA, etc.). 
Typing services available. (212) 371-
1272.

Affordable APTS FOR RENT right 
behind Lincoln Center. Rent starting 
as low as $1195/mo. (212) 769-2000.

RENOVATED UWS STUDIO
CPW/105 St. $260K; maint $410.
This apt has a separate kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances, 11 ft ceil-
ings and hardwood floors. It’s in a 
small landmark building, steps away 
from Central Park. Please note, this 
is an HDFC building with income re-
quirements. Inquire for details (917) 
434-3361.

textbooks bought and sold 
New and used, online buybacks. Buy, 
sell, rent at cheapbooks.com. (260) 
399-6111; espanol (212) 380-1763; ur-
du/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981. See 
site for other support lines.

seeking tutor to help with or-
ganization of researched information 
and paper writing. Call Milena (917) 
930-4096. 

LOW FEE PSYCHOANALYSIS
The CU Psychoanalytic Center offers 
diagnostic consultations and psycho-
analysis at very low fees. The evalu-
ation includes a research component 
in addition to the clinical consultation. 
If psychoanalysis is not appropriate 
at this time, referrals to other treat-
ment are part of the consultation. For 
further info and to request an appli-
cation, please call the Columbia Psy-
choanalytic Center at (212) 927-0112 
or visit us at www. columbiapsycho-
analytic.org

CLASSIFIED AD RATES:
$8/00 per first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word.
Ad in all boldface $4.00 extra.

All ads must be pre-paid.
2 business day deadline.

Call 854-9550 for information;
or fax ad to 854-9553.
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Barnard alumna film tracks Rwandan justice after genocide
By learned foote

Spectator Senior Staff Writer

“I never really wanted to 
find out who killed whom, 
and that sort of thing,” said 
documentary filmmaker and 

alumna Anne Aghion, BC ’82. Her latest 
work, “My Neighbor, My Killer,” takes place 
in Rwanda, where approximately 75 percent 
of the Tutsi population was murdered in 
1994, often by neighbors who had known 
their victims all their lives. “One of my in-
tentions was never to substitute myself for 
justice,” Aghion explained.

She has nevertheless spent the last 
decade working in Rwanda. Her latest 
film tracks the procedures of the Gacaca 
courts, an informal system of justice es-
tablished in 2001. Roughly 11,000 small 
courts held proceedings throughout the 
country, but Aghion readily acknowledg-
es the limited scope of her film—it focuses 
on one tiny community in the country-
side, which had limited media exposure 
in the wake of the genocide.  

The documentary’s micro-perspec-
tive heightens the conflicted intimacy of 
the proceedings. “What I wanted to see 
was how people found a way to re-knit 
the social fabric of their communities,” 

Aghion said. One purpose of the Gacaca 
trials—which continue to operate today—
is to provide reconciliation and to unite a 
battle-scarred Rwanda. 

The ethical implications of these tri-
als are breathtaking, as ravaged com-
munities come together to reconstruct 
history on the hope of forgiveness. Yet 
“My Neighbor” does not sensationalize 
its subject, instead remaining respectfully 
distant from the villagers. The static and 
visually arresting images do not pretend 
to recreate direct experience, but instead 
document the complex emotions at work 
in the village years after the bloodshed.  

Aghion intentionally chose to 
avoid depicting overt violence in the 
work. She accumulated 350 hours of 
footage in the course of filming, and 
explained that much of the subtle psy-
chology of the film took time to grasp. 
She worked with several translators, 
but admitted, “What I realized after-
wards was that I zoned out. I didn’t 
really listen to the interpretation.” It 
was only as she worked to create the 
feature film that she fully grasped the 
emotions at work: “It’s in the editing 
room that I really understood what 
people had said, and in the editing 
room that I had the nightmares.”  

Aghion observed, “It turned out that af-
ter a genocide—and I assume after any con-
flict of that magnitude and nature—people 
didn’t talk in front of people unless they have 
to.” Despite this initial caution, the villagers 
were eventually happy to have been part 
of the documentary. Aghion screened the 
film in a local church filled with 300 people. 
Afterward, she recalled, the secretary of the 
Gacaca said he was “happy the film existed, 
because the notebooks he had been making 
might get burned or torn or disappear, but 
the film would not go away. The story of the 
community was told.”  

Success has followed Aghion’s film—
she has screened it in Rwanda to audienc-
es of prisoners, administrators of justice, 
and relief workers. She has also shown the 
documentary in Haiti, Lebanon, Israel, 
Uganda, and Kenya. She has even heard 
stories about bootleg copies being shown 
in Malaysia. This resonance earned the film 
the honor of being an Official Selection at 
the Cannes Film Festival. 

Aghion does not know what her next 
project will be, but said that her first prior-
ity is to preserve the archive of 350 hours, 
whether in a university or online, for future 
research and study. “This work can have a 
real impact in creating a dialogue among 
people,” she said.

Courtesy of Anne Aghion

focusing on ethics  |  The latest work of documentary filmmaker Anne Aghion, BC 
’82, takes a look at the justice system established after the genocide in Rwanda.

By SHANE FERRO
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It’s not the cheapest 
way to get drunk, but 
it may be the classiest: 
Bistro 1018’s wine tast-
ings are among the best 

kept secrets in Morningside Heights.
For less than the retail value of most 

of the bottles offered, the restaurant of-
fers two hours of unlimited wine tasting 
and food pairing. Monday night’s theme 
was “The Versatility of Pinot Noir.”

The tasting, run by Bistro 1018 
owner Craig Skiptunis and his wine-
importing wife Stephanie, featured 12 
different kinds of Pinot Noir, from 
light and sparkling to aged and heavy. 
Along with the wine came a spread of 
foods hand-picked by the owner, from 
aged Bûcheron goat cheese to chicken 
meatballs and pulled pork.

“Pinot Noir is one of the world’s 
most famous grapes,” Skiptunis 
said. “It is used everywhere—from 
Burgundy to California, Oregon, and 
Chile. And it comes in many different 
styles—rich and earthy, delicate and 
fruity. There may be no other grape 
that is quite so diverse.”

With each wine came a different sto-
ry. Stephanie, who is currently work-
ing on a master’s degree in wine, could 
describe the specific hill on which each 
of the vineyards were located, how they 
were produced, and by whom. She de-
scribed the process of micro-oxidation 
used in the Canterbury from New 
Zealand, and the reason the Mercurey 
would be cheaper in a store than the 
Pierre Morey (it is grown in a region 
of higher yields).

With all the wine talk, it was hard 
to steal away to the food table, but as 
plate after plate was brought out—each 
different but strangely complementary 
to the Pinot—even the most attentive 

drinker did not leave hungry. Just as I 
was about stuffed, the chicken sausage 
balls filled with cheese and dunked in 
tomato basil sauce came to the buffet.

It was at about this time that Craig 
began discussing the frequency of the 
tastings at Bistro 1018. “We have them 
about every two to three months,” he 
said. Mostly they focus on wine re-
gions, but they have also hosted a cou-
ple of beer tastings, which they hope 
to do more of in the future.

As far as tastings in Morningside 
Heights go, the bar has been set.

No reason not to wine at 
Bistro 1018 Pinot Noir tasting

food
&
drink

NYC cultivates green chic with textile recycling
By ZARA CASTANY

Columbia Daily Spectator

With the start of the 
new year comes the task 
of clearing out crowded 
closets to make room 

for bulky coats and boots. Instead of 
stuffing last year’s styles into a forgot-
ten drawer, why not recycle them? 

Material Mondays, held ev-
ery Monday at the Union Square 
Greenmarket, is one eco-friendly 
place to bring used clothing. The re-
sult of a collaboration between the 
Council on the Environment of New 
York City and Wearable Collections, 
the market helps the environment by 
recycling clothing, supports a chari-
table cause, and can be an excuse to go 
out and shop for new clothes.  

Wearable Collections collects all 
forms of textiles and recycles and sells 
them to raise money for a variety of 
charities. On Material Mondays, a tent 
is set up with a bright green bin to ac-
cept used clothing, shoes, hats, bed-
ding, linens, and belts. Columbia has 
partnered with Wearable Collections 
and has a bin set up on the first floor 
of Jerome Greene Hall.

Donated textiles are either resold in 
third-world markets or broken down 
into fibers for materials such as fiber-
board and stuffing for mattresses. 

“We get lots of people every week, 
even in the colder weather. If your cloth-
ing isn’t recycled, it will just sit in a land-
fill, with seven percent of waste in New 
York City being textile waste,” said John 
Bawls, a representative from Wearable 
Collections at Union Square.  

According to the organization’s 
president, Michael Sorel, Wearable 
Collections began five years ago and 
has bins set up at 125 locations around 
Manhattan, including 60 schools.  

“We began Wearable Collections as a 
means to raise money for a close friend 
of ours who was hit by a car, with funds 

going to the Miami Project to Cure 
Paralysis,”  Sorel said. “As of 2009, we 
have raised approximately $25,000 for 
charity through clothing fundraisers.”

Shelly Xu, CC ’13 and a member 
of CU Couture, who is currently de-
signing a line of clothing made from 
recyclable materials, said she appre-
ciates the stylistic advantages of re-
cycling clothing. “Products pieced 
together from used clothing really 
have a unique quality to them,” she 
said. “They are kind of like a wear-
able collage.” 

Mondays can be filled with class-
es and schoolwork, but CENYC also 

conveniently hosts textile recycling 
collections at other Greenmarkets 
around the city on Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays, so interested students 
can give up old clothing and start off 
the year and decade with a cleaner 
closet and a clearer mind.  

Tina Gao / Senior Staff Photographer

winter cleaning  |  In addition to the campus drop-off in Jerome Greene Hall, students 
can recycle old clothes at the Union Square Greenmarket on Material Mondays.

style

After 20 years, ‘The Simpsons’ stays strong
By Frank nestor

Spectator Staff Writer

This season, “The 
Simpsons” celebrates both 
its 20th anniversary and 
its 450th episode, sur-

passing “Gunsmoke” as the longest-
running American primetime series. 
Created by Matt Groening in 1989, the 
Fox animated sitcom has since become 
a living TV legend.

With fans all over the world, the ex-
tent of the influence is immeasurable. 
In 2001, “D’oh”—Homer Simpson’s 
catchphrase—was added to the Oxford 
English Dictionary. “I was born the same 
year as ‘The Simpsons’ first aired,” said 
Emily Rood-Matza, BC ’11. “I literally 
grew up with this show, and this series 
was a large part of my childhood. ‘The 
Simpsons’ was one of those programs 
that we always talked about at school.”

Four hundred and fifty episodes lat-
er, as Groening put it in the documen-
tary “The Simpsons 20th Anniversary 
Special—in 3D! On Ice!,” which aired 
before the Jan. 10 episode, Homer is still 
“pure id” and Bart is still a troublemaker 
with a sassy mouth. Though there has 
been some development—Lisa is now 
a vegetarian and a Buddhist—the relat-
able characters are still the flawed in-
dividuals viewers met in 1989. Yet the 
American public has changed over the 
last 20 years and so has a majority of the 
rest of its programming.

When ‘The Simpsons” first aired, it was 
revolutionary. Animation had not been on 
primetime for a generation and the idea 
of an adult-oriented cartoon seemed lu-
dicrous. Instead, the medium of anima-
tion provided a freedom for the writers to 
have dysfunctional characters that both 
embodied and criticized American soci-
ety. “Family Guy” creator Seth MacFarlane 
pointed out in the documentary that Bart 
talking back to Homer was considered of-
fensive 20 years ago, yet this is relatively 
tame compared to today’s standards.

MacFarlane and the creators of “South 
Park” credit “The Simpsons” with paving the 
way for the satiric and comedic animation 
that is currently on TV. These newer car-
toons are more crass, crude, and blunt than 
“The Simpsons” has ever been. Such shows 
use the rude humor to which more recent 
generations have grown accustomed.

“The Simpsons” is still funny, but 
some viewers feel it does not pack the 
same humor it once did. “I feel like ‘The 
Simpsons’ doesn’t have the same punch 
it had in the ‘90s,” said Ari Frydman, 
GS. “All those adult cartoon shows seem 
like the same thing to me.” 

Nothing in American culture is safe 
from the satiric pen of the writers. When 
they do not care who they offend, “The 
Simpsons” tends to be its funniest. While 
this confidence is sometimes lacking in 
recent episodes, the sitcom possesses one 
more unique quality: heart.

Despite their imperfections, the 
characters—and, more importantly, the 

Simpson family—stick together. Former 
writer Conan O’Brien said in the docu-
mentary that he believes the show works 
because of the genuine love between 
Homer and Marge. “If ‘The Simpsons’ 
were real life, I don’t know how the fam-
ily would stay together,” Jackie Jacobson, 
CC ’11, said. “No matter how many times 
Homer messes up, Marge always forgives 
him.” As crazy as Springfield’s citizens are, 
they are always there for one another. 

With 20 years, global syndication, 
and more seasons commissioned by its 
network, viewers all around the world 
enjoy the characters of Springfield on 
a daily basis. The writing quality may 
be debated, but one thing is certain: 
“The Simpsons” is a unique show that 
is a cultural institution and is a main-
stay in the American psyche.

Time:  Every two to three 
months—look for them about six 
weeks in advance.
Place:  1018 Amsterdam Ave. at 
the corner of 110th Street.
Cost:  $30-$40 range.

Where It’s At

Courtesy of FOX

D’oh  |  Animated sitcom ‘The Simpsons’ 
celebrated its 450th episode in January.

film

Shane Ferro for Spectator

wine and dine  |  Bistro 1018’s Monday 
wine tasting featured Pinot Noir.

tv

Time:  Mondays from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.
Place:  Union Square Park 
Greenmarket, Broadway to 4th Ave. 
from East 14th to 17th streets.

Where It’s At



in the Lions’ next game, a tilt with 
American (10-7, 3-0 Patriot) on Jan. 
2. She sank numerous jumpers and ex-
tended Columbia’s lead to seven points 
with a trey at the start of the second half. 
Dwyer made six of her 12 attempts and 
finished with 15 points.  

Columbia opened the matchup 
with an 11-4 run and led by as many 
as 12 points in the first half. Although 
American cut its deficit to just four 
points at halftime, Columbia built an-
other comfortable advantage in the 
second half. Lomax led scorers with 24 
points, and the Lions avenged last sea-
son’s 87-66 loss to the Eagles with a 66-
56 win that afternoon.  

The Lions returned to their winning 
ways at St. Francis (NY) on Jan. 11. Last 
year, Columbia overtook St. Francis 
by 24 points. The Lions easily beat the 
Terriers (1-16, 0-6 NEC) again this year, 
68-56, but Columbia struggled at the 
start of each half. St. Francis began the 
game with a 4-0 run and opened the sec-
ond half with five unanswered points. 

Lomax had another dominant perfor-
mance, scoring 22 points and grabbing 
a career-high 23 rebounds—a Columbia 
single-game rebounding record—de-
spite getting fouled almost every time 
she touched the ball.  

“I think it would be a shame for one 
of the most prolific rebounders in the 

history of the game to not have the 
school [single-game] record as well,” 
Nixon said. “So I’m glad she was able to 
get that done.” 

Columbia opened Ivy play with a 
bang on Jan. 16, beating Cornell (5-9, 0-1 
Ivy) 68-44 on the road. The Lions scored 
the first five points of the matchup and 
never looked back, stretching their ad-
vantage to as many as 37 points in the 
second half before achieving the victory. 
By halftime, Columbia had scored 43 
points while holding Cornell to 20. 

“The first half, we did a really great 
job of moving the basketball against 
their [Cornell’s] zone defense,” Nixon 
said. “I thought the ball movement con-
tinued to be solid at the beginning of the 
second half, and once we were able to 
extend our lead to 30-plus points, we re-
ally started substituting [players] pretty 
liberally.” 

Lomax and junior guard Kathleen 
Barry scored a game-high 17 points 
apiece for Columbia, while sopho-
more center Allie Munson led Cornell 
with 11 points. Lomax also pulled 
down a game-high 16 rebounds to 
finish with her 13th double-double 
of the season. She will likely be a top 
candidate for Ivy League Player of 
the Year honors as conference play 
continues. 

Columbia returns to action on 
Jan. 23, when it hosts Cornell. Tip-
off is set for 4:30 p.m.

Lions primed for Ivy League 
run after impressive stretch

before losing by 12.
“It’s something that we’ve had trouble 

with this year and I can’t put my finger 
on it,” Jones said of his team’s second-half 
woes.

In Columbia’s next game against Maine, 
it led by nine at the half before again letting 
the game slip away, losing 65-59. Against 
St. Francis (NY), as well, the Light Blue was 
unable to hold on to its halftime lead of 
nine, and ended up falling to the Terriers 
59-53.

“We’ve just had a hard time of being 
consistent this year so far,” Jones said.

This lack of consistency is something 
Jones and his team has been focusing on, 
especially heading into league play.

“I do think this team is more talented 
and this team has a chance to really have 
a good run in the Ivy League,” Jones said. 
“But we’re going to have to learn how to 
play consistent over 40 minutes, and learn 
how to play specifically better in the second 
half of games.”

Columbia’s game against Lafayette of-
fered another example of the Lions’ second-
half struggles. The Lions led by one with 
14:24 to go in the second half, only to end 
up losing 91-74.

Last Saturday, Columbia’s dropped its 
Ivy League opener in a 74-53 decision to 
Cornell (15-3, 1-0 Ivy). The Lions only 
shot 36.8 percent from the field during the 
game, something Jones attributes to the Big 
Red’s solid defense.

“It was more about us playing on our 
heels offensively than anything else,” Jones 
said. “I think their defense made us a little 
more passive than we wanted to be.”

Bulger led the Light Blue with nine 
points, while Cornell sophomore guard 
Chris Wroblewski and senior forward 
Ryan Wittman each scored a game-high 
13 points.

Columbia will have another crack at 
Cornell this Saturday at Levien. Tip-off is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 

Columbia goes to bench to replace key performers
men’s basketball from page 12

Jasper L. Clyatt / Staff Photographer

selfless |  Co-Captain Bulger has accepted a smaller role this year for the Light Blue.

Jasper L. Clyatt / Staff Photographer

cleaning the glass  |  Junior Judie Lomax dominates the boards for the Lions. 

women’s basketball from page 12

took first and second place for Columbia. 
Sophomore Paige Endsley also finished first 
for the Lions in the 200 free, with a time 
of 1:55.03.

Although first place in the 50 free went 
to Bucknell’s Molly Goebel, Columbia’s 
freshmen Lacey Harris-Coble and Bunge 
Okeyo and senior Allison Hobbs took sec-
ond, third, and fourth places, respectively. 
Bucknell was also able to capture the top 
spot in the 200 individual medley, but Dunn 
and the Light Blue’s captain, senior Caitlin 
Bertelsen, clinched third and second place, 
respectively, preventing the Bison from 
gaining a lead.

In 1-meter diving, Columbia’s freshman 
Kristen Hehir and sophomore Stephanie 
Foster placed third and fourth. When the 
swimmers returned to the pool for the 200 
butterfly, the Lions raged ahead, sweeping 
the top four places. Lukins won the event 
with a time of 2:08.27

Meili, continued the team’s lead by 
winning the 100 free in 52.35, and it was 
Endsley and Reilly who brought the 1-2 fin-
ish in the 500 free, allowing Columbia to 
gain an edge over Bucknell. The final win 
of the day went to Dunn in the 200 breast, 
and Meili, Hobbs, Harris-Coble, and junior 
Ashley MacLean ended the meet with a sec-
ond-place finish in the 200 free relay.

The Lions will return to Uris Pool to 
compete in their annual Homecoming meet 
on Friday, Jan. 22, at 4 p.m. Columbia 
will look to gain their second Ivy win 
of the season as they face off against Ivy 
rival Cornell.

Columbia 
cruises in first 

meet
women’s swimming from page 12

By zach glubiak
Spectator Staff Writer

As the rest of the Columbia 
community returns to campus, 
the Columbia wrestling team 
stands at (4-4-1) following a 
busy early January schedule. 
After travelling to Nevada for the 
Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational 
on Dec. 4 and 5, the Lions took 
a break from competition until 
a Jan. 3 match against George 
Mason in University Gym.

Columbia started off the new 
year on the right note, beating 
their visitors decisively with 
a score of 27-11. Head coach 

Brendan Buckley’s squad did 
not have much time to celebrate, 
however,  suffering a 37-0 loss at 
the hands of Ohio State — the no. 
3 team in the nation.

On Jan. 9, Buckley took his 
wrestlers to western Pennsylvania 
to compete in the Pitt Duals. 
Columbia competed in four 
dual meets that day, starting 
at 10 a.m. and ending late that 
night. The Light Blue sandwiched 
a loss to Pitt and a 21-18 heart-
breaker to Eastern Michigan with 
wins against Waynesburg and 
Duquesne. Columbia won each 
dual meet by identical scores, 
31-15.

Lions keep busy over break

Fencing off to good start
By z ac h g lu b i a k

Spectator Staff Writer

The Lions fencing team spent 
the past four days in San Jose, 
Calif., competing in the North 
American Cup. The Cup serves 
as the first official competition 
of the 2009-2010 campaign for 
both the men’s and women’s 
fencing teams.

Columbia had strong per-
formances from several fenc-
ers from both squads. For the 
women, senior co-captain Daria 
Schneider lived up to her no. 

4 national ranking, earning a 
silver medal in a close 15-13 
championship match loss to 
no. 3 Dagmara Wozniak, from 
St. John’s. 

Schneider, an All-American 
and former NCAA champion, 
defeated Notre Dame’s Sarah 
Borrmann, the 2008 NCAA 
champion, en route to the fi-
nals matchup with Wozniak. 
Sophomore Sammy Roberts also 
turned in a strong performance 
for the women. Roberts, ranked 
13th nationally, fell in the round 
of 16 by just one touch.  
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The Chicago Red Stars made 
three-time all-Ivy standout So-
phie Reiser the first Columbia 

women’s soccer player in school 
history to be drafted.

PAGE 10

Check out tomorrow’s paper 
for a look at how Columbia’s 

Ivy League competitors fared in 
the opening weekend of league 

games for six of eight teams.

PAGE 10

By sarah Sommer
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

After winning only six Ivy League 
matchups and finishing with a 13-15 
overall record last season, the Columbia 
women’s basketball team has become 
virtually unstoppable in its current cam-
paign. The Lions (10-5, 1-0 Ivy) have 
been 6-1 since Dec. 8, with the only de-
feat in that stretch being a two-point loss 
to Atlantic Coast Conference opponent 
North Carolina State on Jan. 4. 

Columbia lost 
a 60-58 decision 
to the Wolfpack, 
a team that en-
joyed a 20-point 
victory over the 
Lions at Levien 
Gymnasium last 
season. This year, 
in Raleigh, the 
Lions showed that 
they were no lon-
ger a guaranteed 
win. Columbia trailed North Carolina 
State (11-7, 1-2 ACC) by just four points 
at halftime, and the Lions had several 
chances to tie or win the game in the 
final minute. 

“They [North Carolina State] defi-
nitely handled us last season,” Columbia 
head coach Paul Nixon said. “And for 
us to be a bit significantly more com-
petitive…really is a testament to how 
far this year’s team has come.” The 
Lions also showed their strength by out-

rebounding the Wolfpack, 49-45. Junior 
forward Judie Lomax led Columbia’s ef-
fort on the glass with 20 boards, a career 
high for her.. She currently leads the na-
tion with 14 rebounds per game after fin-
ishing the 2008-09 season as the NCAA 
Division I rebounding champion. 

On Dec. 30, the Lions began their 
winter break schedule on the road 
against Robert Morris (11-6, 5-1 NEC). 
Columbia erased an eight-point halftime 
deficit to win 64-63 in the final second 
of regulation, when junior center Lauren 

Dwyer beat 
the buzz-
er with a 
3-pointer. 

“When 
Lauren takes 
on-balance 
shots, she’s 
just a tre-
mendous 
shooter,” 
Nixon said. 
“And the 

thing about the shot she hit…at Robert 
Morris is, even though it was last-sec-
ond, it wasn’t off-balance. Like, she 
caught it, she was straight up, she shot 
it, and it banked in, but it still was an 
on-balance shot. And when she takes 
on-balance shots, I feel like she’s as 
good a shooter as probably anybody 
in our league.” 

Dwyer continued to show her range 

Columbia crushes 
competition over break

By Victoria Jones
Spectator Staff Writer

After a six-week break from com-
petition, the Columbia men’s swim-
ming and diving team returned to the 
pool this past Sunday in a dual meet 
against the Bucknell Bison. The men 
emerged victorious, winning all but 
two events and trouncing the Bison 
158-83 in their first meet of 2010.

The Lions took the lead from the 
get-go, winning the 400 medley relay 
in 3:27.40 with a team comprised of 
sophomores Johnny Bailey and Bruno 
Esquen and seniors Eric Tang and co-
captain Darren Pagan.

Freshman Sean Mackenzie took 
first in the 1000 freestyle in 9:37.83 
while teammates Chester Dols and 
Alex Smith closed out third and 
fourth respectively in 9:50.04 and 
9:57.73. The trio teamed up again in 
the 500 freestyle with Mackenzie win-
ning in 4:41.06. Dols (4:49.10) and 
Smith (4:49.27) grabbed third and 
fourth.

Bucknell may have gotten the best 
of the Light Blue in the 200 freestyle 
but freshmen Patrick Dougherty, Joe 
Beutler, and Mitch Phillips ensured 
the Lions didn’t come up empty-
handed. The three brought in a com-
bined six points with third through 
fifth place finishes respectively.

Back on top again, Columbia ju-
nior Adam Powell dominated the 
50-yard freestyle in 20.46 seconds, 
beating the Bison’s top dog by nearly 
a full second. Powell also scored first-
place points in the 100 freestyle with 
a 46.31 second time.

The 200 individual medley was 

taken by Pagan in 1:54.52. A few 
seconds later, sophomore Erik Mai 
touched the wall in third in 1:57.71.

Next up, freshman Jason Collazo 
grabbed nine points for the Lions 
in the one-meter dive, winning with 
266.25 points.

Collazo pulled off another win in 
the three-meter diving competition 
with 280.65 points. He was joined by 
teammates Michaelangelo Borghi and 
David Levkoff who finished third and 
fourth with 234.52 and 220.72 points 
respectively.

Sophomore Bruno Esquen and se-
nior Nick Barron teamed up in the 
200 butterfly to take first and second 
place, Esquen in 1:55.61 and Barron 
in 1:57.23.

Bucknell won its last event of 
the day in the 200 backstroke, with 
two swimmers touching the wall be-
fore Columbia’s Pagan finished in 
1:54.66.

The Lions rebounded in the 200 
breaststroke with a sweep of the first 
four places. Tang and senior Ross 
Ramone were the first two to the 
wall in 2:08.05 and 2:08.15, followed 
by Mai in 2:11.35 and sophomore 
John-Howard Sidman in fourth in 
2:13.26.

Columbia closed out the meet on a 
high note with the combined efforts 
of Esquen, Dougherty, Powell, and se-
nior Jordan Kobb. The group won the 
200 freestyle relay in 1:25.78 followed 
by the B-team in third in 1:29.14.

The Lions bring the competition 
back to Morningside Heights on 
Saturday when they take on Ivy ad-
versary Cornell at their homecoming 
meet in Uris Pool.

Elaine Burchman / Staff Photographer
on the prowl  |  Columbia dominated against Bucknell, winning all but two events.

Light Blue opens new year with 
dominant win

SEE WOMEN’s BASKETBALL , page 10

By michele cleary
Spectator Senior Staff Writer

It was a rough winter break for the 
men’s basketball team. Injuries to two key 
starters and second-half struggles plagued 
the Lions (6-9, 0-1 Ivy) as they went 1-5 
during the break.

Their most recent loss came on Saturday 
against Cornell, the unanimous favorite to 
top the Ancient Eight.

The Light Blue’s only victory during the 
recess was a 56-51 win over American on 
Jan. 4. However, Columbia suffered two 
crucial injuries in that game, as both se-
nior point guard Patrick Foley and junior 
forward Brian Grimes went down early. 
Trainers diagnosed Foley with a high-ankle 
sprain after stepping on an opponent’s foot, 
while Grimes strained a calf muscle.

Though Grimes returned to the court 
this past weekend against Cornell, head 
coach Joe Jones is still unsure about 
Foley’s status for this Saturday’s rematch 
against the Big Red.

“We’re hoping [he’ll play],” Jones said. 
“But it’s one of the deals where we don’t 
want him to play and then he gets hurt 
again, and then he’s out.”

As tri-captain and starting point 
guard, Foley is a major component of the 
team. In fact, last season the Lions were 
only 3-6 without Foley, who only played 
19 games due to injury. 

“We weren’t playing as well as we’re ca-
pable of playing before they got hurt, but 
then, once they got hurt, we really have 
struggled,” Jones said.

During the absence of Foley and Grimes, 
though, other players were able to step up 
and fill the void. Senior guard Kevin Bulger, 
who is averaging only 3.2 points per game 
on the season, has averaged eight points a 
game since Foley got injured. Last season, 
Bulger averaged 5.3 points a game, but, due 
to the emergence of Grimes and sophomore 
Noruwa Agho as offensive stalwarts, he has 
had to take on a different role this season.

“Kevin had to really tone his game 
down and try to fit with our team.,” Jones 
said. “Without even meeting with him, 
he recognized that and we tried to play 
a style that was conducive to us winning 
with some of the offensive fire power we’re 
bringing in this year.”

However, Bulger has returned to 

last year’s form during the absence of 
Grimes and Foley.

“He was helping the team flow and now 
he’s back to his old self,” Jones continued.

Sophomore guard Matt Johnson is an-
other player that got the chance to play 
a more significant role. After averaging 
4.8 minutes a game last season, Johnson 
has seen a considerable jump in playing 
time—he averaged 11.8 minutes a game 
over break.

“Matt’s been one of our better defensive 
players,” Jones said. “He’s got good size. He’s 

a pretty smart player. He needs game ex-
perience, and he’s starting to get that, and 
so it’s been good to have him out there be-
cause I think he can help us now and for 
the future.”

Although health was a major problem 
for the Light Blue over break, lack of con-
sistency, especially in the second half, also 
contributed to several of its losses. In the 
Lions’ first game over break, a 63-51 loss 
at Quinnipiac, they led by four at the half 

Lions play 
through 

loss of key 
players

Jasper L. Clyatt / Staff Photographer

down but not out  |  Despite key injuries, Noruwa Agho continues to perform.

SEE Men’s BASKETBALL, page 10

By Julia Garrison
Columbia Daily Spectator

The women’s swimming and diving 
team won its first meet of the spring semes-
ter on Sunday night, topping Bucknell 129-
114 in Lewisburg, Penn. This advances the 
Lions’ overall record to 3-2 for the season.

Having spent over a week training 
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, during winter 
break, coach Diana Caskey was a little 
worried about the team’s fatigue going 
into the match. 

“We flew in from Ponce late Friday 
night, trained Saturday, and got on a bus 

to Bucknell at 8 a.m. Sunday. Despite eight 
days of hard training and travel fatigue, we 
swam well and beat a very solid team on 
the road. I was really happy with the team’s 
performance at Bucknell.”

Caskey thinks that training in warmer 
weather during winter break makes all the 
difference. “There are many benefits to 
training in Puerto Rico. There are excel-
lent long-course facilities, which allow the 
athletes the benefit of 50-meter training. 
We are outdoors in fresh air instead of in a 
contained facility, and going to Puerto Rico 
ensures warm weather, unlike Florida this 
time of year, where teams trained outside in 

40-degree temperatures. The trip to Puerto 
Rico really solidifies the good training we 
do during first semester.”

The girls were clearly ready to com-
pete after the long month of practice and 
dove into the pool with a vengeance, win-
ning the first three events at Bucknell. In 
the 400 medley relay, sophomore Caitlin 
Rogers, junior Mariele Dunn, and fresh-
men Caroline Lukins and Katie Meili pre-
vailed with a time of 3:55.87. Next up was 
the 1000 free, where junior Abby Reilly 
and sophomore Isabelle Vandenbroucke 

Lenny Pridatko / Staff Photographer

Fun in the sun |  After training in balmy conditions in Puerto Rico in early January, Columbia overpowered Bucknell in their 
first meet of the new year. The Lions benefited from the favorable weather, overcoming the Bison despite extensive travel. 

CU propelled to victory by trip to Puerto Rico 

SEE WOMEN’S SWIMMING, page 10

Lions turn out impressive record, 
picking up six wins since Dec. 8

Columbia loses 
stars Foley and 

Grimes to injury

“For us to be a bit signifi-
cantly more competitive...

really is a testament to 
how far this year’s team 

had come.”
—Head Coach Paul Nixon
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